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NINTH  REPORT. 

From  the  Select  Committee  {of  the  House  of  Coijfmona) 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal^ 
Bahar^  and  Orissay  and  to  report  tlie  same^  as  it  shall 
appear  to  them,  to  the  House,  with  their  observations 
thereupon  ;  and  who  were  instructed  to  consider  how 
the  British  possessions  in  the  East  Indies  may  be  held 
and  governed  rvith  the  greatest  security  and  advantage 
to  this  country,  and  by  what  means  the  Juippiness  of 
the  native  inhabitants  may  be  best  promoted. — (25 
Jtine,  1783.) 


1. OBSERVATIONg   ON    THE   STATE    OF  THE  COMPAlTT^ft 

AFFAJR8    IS    INDIA. 

In  order  to  enable  the  house  to  adopt  the  most  proper 
meaus  for  regulating  the  British  goyernnient  in  India,  and 
for  promoting  the  happiness  of  the  natives,  who  live 
under  its  authority  or  influence,  jour  committee  hold  it 
expedient  to  collect  into  distinct  points  of  view  the  cir* 
cumstances  by  which  that  government  appears  to  them 
to  be  most  essentially  disordered  ;  and  to  explain  fully 
the  principles  of  policy,  and  the  course  of  conduct,  by 
which  the  natives  of  all  ranks  and  orders  have  been  re- 
duced to  their  present  state  of  depression  and  misery. 

Your  committee  have  endeavoured  to  perform  this 
task  in  plain  and  popular  language,  knowing  that  nothing 
has  alienated  the  house  from  inquiries,  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  performance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  of 
all  its  duties,  so  much  as  the  technical  language  of  the 
company's  records  ;  as  the  Indian  names  of  persons,  of 
offices,  of  the  tenure  and  qualities  of  estates,  and  of  all 
the  varied  branches  of  their  intricate  revenue.  This 
language  is  indeed  of  necessary  use  in  the  executive  de- 
partments of  the  company's  affairs  ;  but  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  parliament.  A  language,  so  foreign  from  all  the 
ideas.and  habits  of  the  far  greater  part  of  the  members 
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of  this  house,  has  a  tendency  to  disgust  them  with  aH 
sorts  of  inquiry  concerning  this  subject.     They  are  fa* 
tigued  into  such  a  despair  of  ever  obtaining  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  transactions  in  India,  that  they  are 
easily  persuaded  to  remand  them  back  to  that  obscurity, 
mystery,  and   intrigue,  out  of  which  they  hare  bee» 
forced  upon  public  notice,  by  the  calamities  arising  from 
their  extreme  mismanagement.      This  mismanagement 
has  itself  (as  your  committee  conceive)  in  a  great  mea- 
sure arisen  from  dark  cabals,  and  secret  suggestions  to 
persons  in  power,  without  a  regular  public  inquiry  into 
the  good  or  evil  tendency  of  any  measure,  or  into  the 
merit  or  demerit  of  any  persoa  intrasted  with  the  com* 
pany's  concerns. 
J*J^       The  plan  adopted  by  your  committee,  is,  First,  To 
tetigto  consider  the  law  regulating  the  Ikist  India  Company,  as 
lodto     it  now  stands  ;  and.    Secondly,  To  inquire  into  the  cir- 
^1^  cumstances  of  the  two  great  links  of  connection,  by 
^r^  which  the  territorial  possessions  in  India  are  united  to 
M^-  this  kingdom ;  namefy,  the  company's  commerce ;  and 
pQiicf.   the  government  exercised  under  the  charter,  and  under 
acts  of  parliament.     The  last  of  these  objects,  the  com- 
merce, IS  taken  in  two  points  of  view,  the  external,  or  the 
direct  trade  between  India  and  Europe ;  and  the  mter" 
nal  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  trade  of  Bengal  in  all  the  arti- 
cles of  produce  and  manufacture^  which  furnish  the  com- 
pany's investment. 

The  government  is  considered  by  your  committee  un- 
der the  like  descriptions  of  internal  and  external.  The 
internal  regards  the  communication  between  the  court 
of  directors  and  their  servants  in  India ;  the  management 
of  the  revenue  ;  the  expenditure  of  public  money  ;  the 
civil  administration  ;  the  administration  of  justice  ;  and 
the  state  of  the  army.  The  external  regards,  first,  the 
conduct  and  maxims  of  the  company's  government  with 
respect  to  the  native  princes  and  people  dependent  on 
the  British  authority  :  and  next,  the  proceedings  with 
regard  to  those  native  powers,  which  are  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  the  company.  But  yobr  committee's  obser- 
vations on  the  last  division,  extend  to  those  matters  only, 
which  are  not  comprehended  in  the  report  of  the  eonr- 
mittee  of  secrecy.  Under  these  heads,  your  committee 
refer  to  the  most  leading  particulars  of  abuse,  which  pre- 
vail in  the  administration  of  India  ;  deviating  onlj^frooi 
thia  order,  where  the  abuses  are  of  a  complicated  nature^, 
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>BKiid  where  one  cannot  be  well  considered,  independentlj 
of  several  others. 

Your  committee  observe,  that  this  is  the  second  at^  Seeoni 
tempt  made  by  parliament  ifx  the  reformation  of  abuses  ^SSS^ 
in  the  company's  government     It  appears,  therefore,  to  STen^ 
them  a  necessary  preliminary  to  this  second  undertakings  LaUas 
io  consider  the  causes  wkichy  in  their  opiuion^  have  pre* 
daced  the  failure  of  the  first ;  that  the  defects  of  the- 
ordinal  plan  may  be  supplied,  its  errors  corrected,  and 
sach  osefoi  regulations,  es  were  then  adopted,  may  be 
farther  explained,  enlarged,  and  enforced. 

The  first  design  of  this  kind  was  formed  in  the  session  ^^ 
of  the  year  1773.  In  that  year,  parliament,  taking  up  inss  qi 
the  consideration  of  the  aflfairs  of  India,  through  two  «  i^*"** 
its  committees,  collected  a  very  great  body  of  details 
<:oncerDing  the  interior  economy  of  the  company's  pos* 
sessions  ;  and  concerning  many  particulars  of  abuse 
which  prevuled  at  the  time  when  those  committees 
made  their  ample  and  instructive  reports.  But  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  body  of  regulations  enacted  in  that 
year,  that  is,  in  the  East  India  act  of  the  thirteenth  of 
his  majesty's  reign,  were  altogether  grounded  on  that  in- 
£>rmation ;  but  were  adopted  rather  on  probable  specula- 
^tions,  and  general  ideas  of  good  policy  and  good  govern* 
nent.  New  establishments,  civil  and  judicial,  were 
therefore  formed  at  a  very  great  expense,  and  with  much 
complexity  of  constitution.  Checks  and  counterchecks 
-«>f  all  kinds  were  contrived  iu  the  execution,  as  well  as 
in  the  formation  of  this  system,  in  which  all  the  existing 
authorities  of  thb  kingdom  had  a  share  :  for  parliament 
appointed  the  members  of  the  presiding  part  of  the  new 
^establishment ;  the  crown  appointed  the  judicial ;  and 
the  company  preserved  the  nomination  of  the  other  offi- 
<^rs«  So  that  if  the  act  has  not  fully  answered  its  pur-. 
poses,  the  £ulttre  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  want  of 
officers  of  every  description,  or  to  the  deficiency  of 
any  mode  of  patronage  in  their  appointment.  The 
cause  roust  be  sought  elsewhere. 

The  act  had  m  its  view  (independently  of  several  de*  ^omen 
tached  regulations)  five  fundamental  objects  :  jecbor 

1st.  The  reformation  of  the  court  of  proprietors  of  the  im,^^ 
Sast  India  Company  :  Xi^ 

Sdly.  A  new  model  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  an  ^<^>^' 
enforcement    of    their    authority    over    the    servants 
abroad: 
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ddly.  The  establishment  of  a  court  of  justice  capable 
of  protecting  the  natives  from  the  oppression  of  British 
subjects  : 

4th]y.  The  establishment  of  a  general  council  to  be 
seaUd  in  Bengal,  whose  authority  should,  in  many  parti* 
culars,  extend  over  all  the  British  settlements  in  India  : 
5th]y.  To  furnish  the  ministers  of  the  crown   with 
constant  information  concerning  the  whole  of  the  com- 
pany's  correspondence  with  India,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  inspect  the  conduct  of  the  directors 
and  servants,  and  to  watch  over  the  execution  of  all  parts 
of  the  act ;  that  they  might  be  furnished  with  matter  to 
lay  before  parliament  from  time  to  time,  according  as  the 
state  of  things  should  render  regulation  or  animadversion 
necessary. 
Court        The  first  object  of  the  policy  of  this  act  was  to  im- 
Jri^^  prove  the  constitution  of  the  court  of  proprietors.     In 
^**'-      this  case,  as  in  almost  all  the  rest,  the  remedy  was  not  ap- 

iilied  directly  to  the  disease.  The  complaint  was,  that 
actions  in  the  court  of  proprietors  had  shown,  in  several 
instances,  a  disposition  to  support  the  servants  of  the 
company  against  the  just  coercion  and  legal  prosecution 
of  the  directors.  Instead  of  applying  a  corrective  to 
the  distemper,  a  change  was  proposed  in  the  constitution. 
By  this  reform  it  was  presumed,  that  an  interest  would 
arise  in  the  general  court,  more  independent  in  itself,  and 
more  connected  with  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
company.  Under  the  new  constitution,  no  proprietor  not 
possessed  of  a  thousand  pounds  capital  stock  was  permit- 
^^^  ted  to  vote  in  the  general  court :  before  the  act,  five 
cauoo^  hundred  pounds  was  a  sufficient  qualification  for  one  vote  ; 
and  no  value  gave  more.  But  as  the  lower  classes  were 
disabled,  the  power  was  increased  in  the  higher :  Pro- 
prietors of  three  thousand  pounds  were  allowed  two 
votes ;  those  of  six  thousand  were  entitled  to  three  ;  ten 
thousand  pounds  was  made  the  qualification  for  four. 
The  votes  were  thus  regulated  in  the  scale  and  gradation 
of  property.  On  this  scale,  and  on  some  provisions  to 
prevent  occasional  qualifications  and  splitting  of  votes, 
the  whole  reformation  rested. 

Several  essential  points,  however,  seem  to  have  been 
omitted  or  misunderstood.     No  regulation  was  made  to 
Th«      abolish  the  pernicious  custom  of  voting  by  ballot;  by 
'*"°*'    means  of  which,  acts  of  the  highest  concern  to  the  com- 
pany, and  to  the  state,  might  be  done  by  individuals  with 
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|»eriiect  impunitj ;  and  even  the  body  itself  might  be 
bubjected  to  a  forfeiture  of  all  its  privileges  for  defaults 
o[  persons,  who,  so  far  from  being  uoder  control,  could 
not  be  so  much  as  known  in  any  mode  of  legal  cogni- 
sauce.  Nothing  was  done,  or  attempted,  to  prevent  the 
operation  of  the  interest  of  delinquent  servants  of  the 
company  in  the  general  court,  by  which  they  might  even  Indian 
come  to  be  their  own  judges;  aiKl  in  effect,  under  another  j^ 
description,  to  become  the  masters  in  that  body,  which 
ought  to  govern  them.  Nor  was  any  thing  pipvided  to 
secure  the  independency  of  the  proprietory  body  from 
the  various  exterior  interests,  by  which  it  might  be  dis- 
turbed, and  diverted  from  the  conservation  of  that  pecu- 
niary concern,  which  the  act  laid  down  as  the  sole  secu- 
rity for  preventing  a  collusion  between  the  general  court 
and  the  powerful  delinquent  servants  in  India.  The 
whole  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  court  of  proprie* 
tors  relied  upon  two  principles,  which  have  often  proved 
iallack>us ;  namely,  that  small  numbers  were  a  security 
against  faction  and  disorder^  and,  that  integrity  of  con- 
duct would  follow  the  greater  property.  In  no  case 
could  these  principles  be  less  depended  upon  than  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Bast-India  Company.  However,  by  wholly 
cutting  off  the  lower,  and  adding  to  the  power  of  the 
higher  classes,  it  was  supposed  that  the  higher  would 
keep  their  money  in  that  fund  to  make  profit ;  ttiat  the 
vote  would  be  a  secondary  consideration,  and  no  more 
than  a  guard  to  the  property ;  and  that  therefore  any 
abuse,  which  tended  to  depreciate  the  value  of  their 
stock,  would  be  warmly  resented  by  such  proprietors* 

If  the  ill  effects  of  every  misdemeanour  in  the  compa^ 
ny's  servants  were  to  be  immediate^  and  had  a  tendency 
to  lower  the  value  of  the  stock,  something  might  justly 
be  expected  from  the  pecuniary  security  taken  by  the 
act.  But  from  the  then  state  of  things,  it  was  more  tlian 
probable,  that  proceedings,  ruinous  to  the  permanent  inte- 
rest of  the  company,  might  commence  in  great  lucrative 
advantages.  Against  this  evil,  large  pecuniary  interests 
were  rather  the  reverse  of  a  remedy.  Accordingly,  the 
company's  servants  have  ever  since  covered  over  the 
worst  oppressions  of  the  people  under  their  government, 
and  the  most  cruel  and  wanton  ravages  of  all  the  neigh- 
booring  countries,  by  holding  out,  and  for  a  time  actuaiiy 
stalling,  additions  of  revenue  to  the  territorial  funds  of 
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the  compaDjr,  and  great  quantities  of  valuable  goods  !• 
their  investmeot. 
fn-  But  this  consideration  of  mere  income  (whatever  weight 
'  it  night  have)  could  not  be  the  first  object  of  a  proprie* 
Ipr  in  a  body  so  circumstanced.  The  East-India  Uom- 
pany  is  not,  like  the  Bank  of  England,  a  mere  monied  so* 
cieiy  for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  preservation  or  improve- 
ment of  their  capital ;  and,  therefore,  every  attempt  to 
regulate  it  upon  the  same  principles  must  inevitably  fail* 
Wtien  it  is  considered  that  a  certain  share  in  the  stock 
gives  a  share  in  the  government  of  ao  vast  an  empire, 
with  such  a  boundless  patronage,  civil,  military,  marine, 
commercial,  and  financial,  in  every  department  of  which 
8uch  fortunes  liave  been  made  as  could  be  made  do  where 
else,  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive  that  capitals,  far  so* 
perior  to  any  qualifications  appointed  to  proprietors,  or 
even  to  directors,  would  readily  be  laid  out  for  a  partici- 
pation in  that  power.  The  Indian  proprietor,  therefore, 
will  always  be  in  the  first  instance  a  politician ;  and  the 
bolder  his  enterprise,  and  the  more  corrupt  his  views, 
the  less  will  be  his  consideration  of  the  price  to  be  paid 
lor  compassing  them.  The  new  regulations  did  not  re- 
duce  the  number  so  low  as  not  to  leave  the  assembly  still 
liable  to  all  the  disorder,  which  might  be  supposed  to 
arise  from  multitude.  But,  if  the  principle  had  been 
well  established  and  well  executed,  a  much  greater  incon- 
veniency  grew  out  of  the  reform  than  that  which  had 
attended  the  old  abuse ;  for  if  tumult  and  disorder  be 
lessened  by  reducing  the  number  of  proprietors,  private 
cabal  and  intrigue  are  facilitated  at  least  in  an  equal  de- 
gree ;  and  it  is  cabal  and  corruption,  rather  than  disor- 
der and  confusion,  that  was  most  to  be  dreaded  in 
transacting  the  affairs  of  India.  Whilst  the  votes  of  the 
.smaller  proprietors  continued,  a  door  was  left  open  for 
the  public  sense  tp  enter  into  that  society :  since  that 
door  has  been  closed,  the  proprietory  has  become  (even 
more  than  formerly)  an  aggregate  of  private  interests, 
which  subsist  at  the  expense  of  the  collective  body. 
At  the  moment  of  this  revolution  in  the  proprietory,  as 
it  might  naturally  be  expected,  those  who  had  either  no 
very  particular  interest  in  their  vote,  or  but  a  petty  ob- 
ject to  pursue,  immediately  disqualified ;  but,  those  who 
Irere  deeply  interested  in  the  company's  patronage; 
those  who  were  concerned  in  the  supply  of  ships,  and 
of  the  oth^r  innumerable  objects  required  for  their  ini- 
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ilieiiBe  eatablbbmentfl ;  those  who  were  engaged  in  cod* 
ttacto  with  the  treasury,  admiralty,  and  ordnance,  toge- 
ther with  the  clerks  in  public  offices,  found  means  of  se*' 
coriog  qualificatbns  at  ttie  enlarged  standard.  All  these 
composed  a  much  greater  proportion  than  formerly  they 
had  done  of  the  proprietory  body. 

Against  the  great,  predominant,  radical  corruption  of 
the  court  of  proprietors,  the  raising  the  qualificatiiSD 
pioved  DO  sort  of  remedy.     The  return  of  the  compa^ 
ay's  servants  into  Ekirope,  poured  in  a  constant  supply 
of  proprietors,  whose  ability  to  purchase  the  highest 
qualifications  for  themselves,  their  agents  and  dependantHy 
could  not  be  dubious.     And  this  latter  description  form 
a  wery  considerable,  and  by  far  the  most  active  and  effi^ 
cieot  part  of  that  body.      To  add  to  the  votes,  which  is 
addiug  to  the  power,  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  men» 
whose  very  offentces  were  supposed  to  consist  in  acta 
which  lead  to  the  acquisition  of  enormous  riches,  ap- 
pears by  no  means  a  well  considered  method  of  checking 
rapacity  and  oppression.    In  proportion  as  these  inte- 
reats  prevailed,  the  means  of  cabal,  of  concealment,  and 
mi  corrupt  confederacy,  became  far  more  easy  than  be* 
fere.     Accordingly,  there  was  no  fault  with  respect  to 
the  company's  government  over  its  servants,  charged  or 
chargeable  on  the  general  court  as  it  originally  stood,  of 
irhich,  since  the  reform,  it  has  not  been  notoriously  guilty. 
2i  was  not  therefore  a  matter  of  surprise  to  your  com- 
■littee,  that  the  general  court,  so  composed,  has  at  length 
^rown  to  such  a  degree  of  contempt,  both  of  its  duty 
and  of  the  permanent  interest  of  the  whole  corporatiooy 
a»  to  put  itself  into  open  defiance  of  the  salutary  admo« 
nitiooa  of  this  house,  given  for  the  purpose  of  asserting 
and  enforcing  the  legal  authority  of  their  own  body  over 
their  own  servants. 

The  &Hore  in  this  part  of  the  reform  of  1773,  is  not 
stated  by  your  committee  as  recommending  a  return  to 
the  ancient  constitution  of  the  company,  which  was 
nearly  as  fitr  as  the  new  from  containing  any  principle 
tending  to  the  prevention  or  remedy  of  abuses  ;  but  t^ 
point  out  the  probable  failure  of  any  future  regulations, 
which  do  not  apply  directly  to  the  grievance,  but  which 
fltty  be  taken  up  as  experiments  to  ascertain  theories  of 
the  operations  of  councils  formed  of  greater  or  lesser 
amnbers,  or  such  as  shall  be  composed  of  men  of  more 
sr  less  opulence,  or  of  int^sts  of  newer  or  longer  stand- 


1&  ABPOBT  OF  A  COMMITT£E. 

ing)  or  Goacerning  the  distributioD  of  power  to  varioui 
descriptions  or  professions  of  men,  or  of  the  election  to 
office  by  one  authority,  rather  than  another, 
^rt  The  second  object  of  the  act  #as  the  court  of  direc- 
rseton.  tprs.  Under  the  arrangement  of  the  year  1773>  that 
court  appeared  to  have  its  authority  much  strengthened* 
It  was  n»de  less  dependent  than  formerly  upon  its  con- 
stituents the  proprietory.  The  duration  of  the  direc- 
tors in  oCBce  was  rendered  more  permanent,  and  the 
tenure  itself  diversified  by  a  varied  and  intricate  rotatioo. 
At  the  same  time  their  authority  was  held  high  over 
their  servants  of  all  descriptions ;  and  the  only  rule  pre- 
scribed to  the  council  general  of  Bengal,  in  the  exercise 
of  the  large  and  ill-defined  powers  given  to  them,  was, 
tifat  they  were  to  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors.  As  to  the  court  of  directors  itself, 
it  was  left  with  very  little  regulation.  The  custom  c^ 
ballot,  infinitely  the  most  mischievous  in  a  body  possess^ 
ed  of  all  the  ordinary  executive  powers,  was  still  left  ; 
and  your  committee  have  found  the  ill  effects  of  this 
practice  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries.  Nothing  was 
done  to  oblige  the  directors  to  attend  to  the  promotion 
of  their  servants  according  to  their  rank  and  merits.  In 
judging  of  those  merits,  nothing  was  done  to  bind  them 
to  any  observation  of  what  appeared  on  tiieir  records. 
Nothing  was  done  to  compel  them  to  prosecution  or  com- 
plaint where  delinquency  became  visible.  The  act  in*- 
deed^  prescribed,  that  no  servant  of  the  company  abroad 
should  be  eligible  into  the  direction  until  two  years  after 
his  return  to  England.  Bnt  as  this  regulation  rather 
presumes  than  provides  for  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct, 
a  very  ordinary  neglect  in  the  court  of  directors  might 
easily  defeat  it,  and  a  short  remission  might  in  tliis  piir- 
ticular  operate  as  a  total  indemnity.  In  fact,  however, 
the  servants  have  of  late  seldom  attempted  a  seat  in  the 
direction  ;  an  attempt  which  might  possibly  rous^  a  dor- 
mant spirit  of  inquiry  ;  but  satisfied  with  an  interest  in 
the  proprietory,  tliey  have,  through  that  same,  brought 
the  direction  very  much  under  their  own  control. 

As  to  the  general  authority  of  the  court  of  directors, 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that  on  the  whole,  it  was 
somewhat  degraded  by  the  act,  whose  professed  purpose 
was  to  exalt  it ;  and  that  the  only  effect  of  the  parlia- 
mentary sanction  to  their  orders  has  been,  that  along  with 
those  orders,  the  law  of  the  land  has  been  despbed  and 
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trampled  under  foot.  The  directors  were  not  suflfered 
either  to  nominate  or  to  remove  those  whom  they  were 
empowered  to  instruct :  from  masters  they  were  reduced 
t^  the  situation  of  complainants  ;  a  situation,  the  imt)e- 
cility  of  which  no  laws  or  regulations  could  wholly  alter;. 
and  when  the  directors  were  afterwards  restored  in  some 
degree  to  their  ancient  power,  on  the  expiration  of  the 
lease  jpven  to  their  principal  servants,  it  became  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  recover  any  degree  of  their  ancient  re- 
spect, even  if  they  had  not,  in  the  mean  time,  been  so 
modelled,  as  to  be  entirely  free  from  all  ambition  of  that 
sort. 

From  that  period,  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors 
became  so  habitually  despised  by  their  servants  abroadt 
and  at  length  to  be  so  little  regarded  even  by  themselveSi 
that  this  contempt  of  orders  forms  almost  the  whole  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  voluminous  reports  of  two  of  your 
committees.  If  any  doubt,  however,  remains  concerning 
Uie  cause  of  this  fatal  decline  of  the  authority  of  th^ 
court  of  directors,  no  doubt  whatsoever  can  remain  of 
the  fact  itself,  nor  of  the  total  failure  of  on^  of  the  great 
leading  regulations  of  the  act  of  1773. 

The  third  object  was  a  new  judicial  arrangement ;  Su- 
the  chief  purpose  of  which  was,  to  form  a  strong  and  so*  eo^or 
lid  security  for  the  natives,  against  the  wrongs  and  o{^  {^^ 
pressions  of  Britbh  subjects  resident  in  Bengal.  An 
operose  and  expensive  establishment  of  a  supreme  court 
was  made,  and  charged  upon  the  revenues  of  the  coun* 
try.  The  charter  of  justice  was  by  the  act  left  to 
the  crown,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  the  magistrates. 
The  defect  in  the  institution  seemed  to  be  this  :  that  no 
rule  was  laid  down,  either  in  the  act  or  the  charter,  by 
which  the  court  was  to  judge.  No  descriptions  of  o& 
fenders  or  species  of  delinquency  were  properly  ascer- 
tained according  to  the  nature  of  the  place,  or  to  the. 
prevalent  mode  of  abuse.  Provision  was  made  for  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  remotest  part  of  Hindot^ 
tan,  as  if  it  were  a  province  in  Great  jBritain.  You( 
committee  have  long  had  the  constitution  and  conduct  of 
this  court  before  them ;  and  they  have  not  yet  been  ^ble 
to  discover  very  few  instances  (not  one  that  appears  to 
them  of  leading  importance)  of  relief  given  to  the  natives 
agunst  the  corruptions  or  oppressions  of  British  subjects 
in  power.     Thouga  they  do  find  one  very  strong  and 
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marked  instance  of  the  judges  having  employed  an  air- 
warrantable  extension  or  application  of  the  municipal' 
taw  of  England,  to  destroy  a  person  of  the  highest  rank 
among  those  natives,  whom  they  were  sent  to  proteei. 
One  circumstance  rendered  the  proceeding  in  this  case 
fatal  to  all  the  good  purposes  for  which  the  court  had 
been  established.  The  sufferer  (the  Rajah  Nundcomar) 
appears,  at  the  very  time  of  this  extraorcfinary  prosecu- 
tion,  a  discoverer  of  some  particulars  of  illicit  gain  thea 
charged  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  tiie  governor  general.  Al- 
though in  ordinary  cases,  and  in  some  lesser  instances  of 
grievauce,  it  is  very  probable  that  this  court  has  done  its 
dv*Vf  and  has  been,  as  every  court  must  be,  of  some  ser- 
vice ;  yet  one  example  of  this  kind  must  do  more  to- 
wards deterring  the  natives  from  complaint,  and  conse- 
quently from  the  means  of  redress,  than  many  decisions 
favourable  to  them,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding, 
can  do  for  their  encouragement  and  relief.  So  far  as 
your  committee  have  been  able  to  discover,  the  court  has 
been  generally  terrible  to  the  natives,  and  has  distracted 
the  government  of  the  company,  without  substantially  re- 
forming any  one  of  its  abuses. 

This  court,  which  in  its  constitution  seems  not  to  have 
had  sufficiently  in  view  the  necessities  of  the  people,  for 
whose  relief  it  was  intended,  and  was,  or  thought  itself 
bound,  in  some  instances,  to  too  strict  an  adherence  to 
the  forms  and  rules  of  English  practice,  in  others  was 
framed  upon  principles  perhaps  too  remote  from  the  con- 
stitution of  English  tribunals.  By  the  usual  course  of 
English  practice,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  redress  to 
be  obtained  a^inst  oppressions  of  power  is  by  process  in 
the  nature  of  civil  action^;.  In  these,  a  trial  by  jury  is 
a  necessary  part,  with  regard  to  the  Onding  the  offence, 
and  to  the  assessment  of  the  damages.  Both  these  were 
in  the  charter  of  justice  left  entirely  to  the  judges.  It 
was  presumed,  and  not  wholly  without  reason,  that  the 
British  subjects  were  liable  to  faU  into  factions  and  com- 
binations, in  order  to  support  tliemselves  in  the  abuses  of 
an  authority,  of  which  every  man  might,  in  his  turn,  be- 
come a  sharer.  And  wilh  regard  to  the  natives,  it  was 
presumed  (perhaps  a  little  t^o  hastily)  that  they  were 
not  capable  of  sharing  in  the  functions  of  jurors.  But  it 
was  not  foreseen  tliat  the  judges  wese  also  liable  to  be  en-* 
^ged  in  the  factions  of  the  settlement  ;  and  if  they 
should  eveV  faapi)en  to  be  so  engaged^  that  the  native  peo- 
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pie  verfi  then  without  that  remedy,  which  obviously  lay 
4o  the  clause  that  the  court  and  jury,  though  both  liable 
to  bias,  might  not  easily  unite  ia  the  same  identical  act 
of  injustice.  Your  committee^  on  full  inquiry,  are  of 
opinion,  tluU  the  use  of  juries  is  neither  impracticable 
ttor  dangerous  in  Bengal. 

Your  commmittee  refer  to  their  report,  made  in  the 
year  1781,  for  the  manner  in  which  (this  court  attempt- 
ing to  extend  its  jurisdiction,  and  falling  with  extreme 
severity  on  the  native  magist-rates)  a  violent  contest  arose 
between  the  English  judges  and  the  Gnglish  civil  autho* 
rty.  This  aathority,  calling  in  the  military  arm,  (by  a 
most  dangerous  example)  overpowered,  and  for  a  while 
suspended  the  fonctions  of  that  court ;  but  at  length 
those  tfufictions  which  were  suspended  by  the  quarrel  of 
the  parties,  were  destroyed  by  their  reconciliation,  and 
by  the  arrangements  made  in  consequence  of  it.  By 
these  the  court  was  virtually  annihilated  ;  or  if  substan- 
tially it  exists,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  it  exists  only  for 
purposes  very  different  from  those  of  its  institution- 

The  fourth  object  of  the  act  of  1773  was  the  council 
general.  This  institution  was  intended  to  produce  uni- 
formity, consistency,  and  the  effective  cooperation  of  all 
the  settlements  in  their  eomnon  defence.  By  the  an- 
cient constitution  of  the  company's  foreign  settlements, 
they  were  each  of  them  under  the  orders  of  a  president 
or  chief,  and  a  council,  more  or  fewer,  according  to  the 
discretion  of  the  company ;  among  those,  parliament 
(probably  on  account  of  the  largeness  of  the  territorial 
acquisitions,  rather  than  the  cooveniency  of  the  situa- 
tion) chose  Bengal  for  the  residence  of  the  controlling 
power,  and,  dissolving  the  presidency,  appointed  a  new 
establbhmeot  upon  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to  that  which 
bad  prevailed  before  ;  but  the  number  was  smaller. — 
This  eatablbhment  was  composed  of  a  governor  general 
and  fodr  counsellors,  all  named  in  the  act  of  parliament. 
They  were  to  hold  their  oflSces  for  6ve  years,  after  which 
term  the  patronage  was  to  revert  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors. In  the-meao  time,  such  vacancies  as  should  hap- 
pen were  to  be  Glled  by  that  court,  f^ith  the  concurrence 
ef  the  crown.  The  first  governor  general  and  one  of  the 
coonsellors  had  been  old  servants  to  the  company,  the 
others  were  new  men. 

On  ibis  new  arrangement,  the  courts  of  proprietors  j|^«ji- 
«od  directOTS  considered  the  details  of  commerce  as  fiot  i*  / 
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General  perfectly  Consistent  with  the  enlarged  sphere  of  doty 
tira'^to  and  the  reduced  number  of  the  council.     Therefore,  td 
m^'   relieve  them  from  this  burlhen,  they  instituted  a  new  of- 
gencrai  fice,  called  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  the  subordinate  raan- 
councii  agement  of  their  commercial  concerns  ;  and  appointed 
S9thof  eleven  of  their  senior  servants  to  fill  the  commission. 
March,       rj^j^^  pQ^g^g  givcu  bj  the  act  to  the  new  governor  gen- 
Par  4  eral  and  council  had  for  their  direct  object  the  kingdom 
Object  of  Bengal   and  its  dependencies.     Within  that  sphere 
hn  to    (and  it  is  not  a  small  one)  their  authority  extended  over 
^r^  all  the  company's  concerns  of  whatever  description.    lit 
and      matters  of  peace  and  war,  it  seems  to  have  been  meaot^ 
^9j*^    that  the  other  presidencies  should  be  subordinate  to  their 
board.     But  the  law  is  loose  and  defective,  where  it  pro- 
fesses to  restrain  the  subordinate  presidencies  from  making 
war  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  supreuDe 
council.     They  are  left  free  to  act  without  it,  in  cases 
of  imminent  necessUy^  or,  where  tliey  shall  have  received 
special  orders  from  the  company.     The  first  exception 
leaves  it  open  to  the  subordinate  to  judge  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  measures,  which)  when  taken,  bind  or  involve  the 
superior :  the  secotid  refers  a  question  of  peace  or  war 
to  two  jtirisdictions,  which  may  give  different  judgments^ 
In"^  both  instances,  cases  in  point  have  occurred.    With 
regard  to  tneir  local  administration,  their  powers  were 
exceedingly  and  dangerously   loose  and  undetermined. 
Their  powers  were  not  given  directly,  but  in  words  of 
reference,  in  which  neither  the  objects  related  to,  nor 
the  mode  of  the  relation.  Were  sufficiently  expressed. 
Their  legislative  and  executive  capacities  were  not  so  ac- 
curately drawn,  and  marked  by  such  strong  and  penal 
lines  of  distinction,  as  to  keep  these  capacities  separate. 
Where   legislative    and  merely  executive  powers  were 
Jodged  in  the  same  hands,  the  legislative,  which  is  the 
larger  and  the  more  ready  for  all  occasions,  was  con-^ 
stantly  resorted  to.     The  governor  general  and  council, 
therefore,  immediately  gave  constructions  to  their  ill-de- 
fined  authority,  which  rendered  it  perfectly  despotic  ; 
eonstructions,  which  if  they  Were  allowed,  no  action  of 
theirs  ought  to  be  regarded  as  criminal. 

Armed  as  they  were  with  an  authority  in  itself  so  am- 
ple, and  by  abase  so  capable  of  an  unlimited  extent,  very 
few,  and  these  very  insufficient,  correctives  were  admib- 

^  Cm  the  secret  eoniDUtoe*trepoftiOD  the  MaratU  War* 
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Uiered.  Ample  salaries  were  provided  lor  thciDi  which 
indeed  remored  the  necessity,  but  by  no  means  the  in- 
ducementSy  to  corruption  and  oppression.  Nor  was  any 
barrier  whatsoever  opposed  on  the  part  of  the  natives 
against  their  injustice  ;  except  the  supreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature, which  never  could  be  capable  of  controlling  a 
government  with  such  powers^  without  becoming  such  m 
government  itself. 

There  was  indeed  a  prohibition  against  all  concerns  in 
trade  to  the  whole  council,  and  against  all  faking  of  pre- 
sents by  any  in  authority.  A  right  of  prosecution  in  the 
king's  bench  was  also  established ;  but  it  was  a  right,  the  '  " 
exercise  of  which  is  difficult,  and  in  many,  and  those  the 
most  weiglity ,  cases  impracticable.  No  considerable  facili- 
ties were  given  to  prosecutions  in  parliament ;  nothing  was 
done  to  prevent  complaint  from  being  far  more  danger- 
ous to  the  sufferer  than  injustice  to  the  oppressor.  No 
evert  acts  were  fixed,  upon  which  corruption  should  be 
presumed,  in  transactions,  of  which  secrecy  aad  collu- 
sion formed  the  very  basis ;  no  rules  of  evidence,  nor  au- 
thentic mode  of  transmission,  were  settled  in  conformity 
to  the  unalterable  circumstances  of  the  country  and  the 
people. 

One  provision,  indeed^  was  made  for  restraining  the 
servants,  in   itself  very  wise  and  substantial ;  a  delin- 
quent, once  dismissed,  could  not  be  restored  but  by  the  ^'*°^ 
votes  of  three  fourths  of  the  directors  and  three  fourths 
of  the  proprietors  :  this  Was  well  aimed.     But  no  method 
was  settled  for  bringing  delinquents  to  the  question  of 
removal ;  and  if  they  should  be  brought  to  it  a  door  lay 
wide  open  for  evasion  of  the  law,  and  for  a  return  in- 
to the  service,  in  defiance  of  its  plain  intention  ;  that  is, 
by  resigning,  to  avoid  removal ;  by  which  measure  this 
provision  of  the  act  has  proved  as  unoperative  as  all  the 
rest.     By  this  management^  a  mere  majority  may  bring 
in  the  greater  delinquent,  whilst  the  person,  removed  for 
oSences  comparatively  trivial,  may  remain  excluded  for 
ever. 

The  new  council  nominated  in  the  act  was  composed  counru 
of  two   totally  discordant  elements,  which  soon  distin-  s«n«>^ 
gnished  themselves  into  permanent  parties.     One  of  the 
principal  instructions,  which  the  three  members  of  the 
council  sent  immediately  from  England,  namely,  General  ^j^ 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  carried  out  J{^^ 
with  them,  was,  to  ^^  cause  tht  ftrictest  inquiry  to  be  i.  a. 
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made  iiito  all  oppressions  and  abuses"  auumg  whi^h  the 
fradice  of  receiving  presents  from  the  naiivesj  at  that 
tine  geoerally  charged  upon  men  in  power,  was  princ^ 
pally  aimed  at. 

Presents  to  anj  considerable  value  were  justly  reputed 
1^  the  legislature  not  as  tearks  of  attention  and  respect, 
but  as  bribes  or  extortions ;  for  which  either  the  bene& 
cbl  and  gratuitous  duties  of  government  were  sold,  or 
they  were  the  price  paid  for  acts  of  partiality  ;  or  finally, 
they  were  sums  of  money  extorted  from  the  givers  by 
the  terrors  of  power.     Against  the  system  of  presents, 
therefore,  the  new  commission  was,  in  general  opinion, 
particularly  pointed.    In  the  commencement  of  reforma- 
tion, at  a  period  when  a  rapacious  conquest  had  over- 
powered and  succeeded  to  a  corrupt  government,  an  act 
of  indemnity  might  hav^  been  thought  advisable;  per- 
hq)s  a  new  account  ought  to  have  been  opened ;  all  re- 
trospect ought  to  have  been  forbidden,  at  least  to  certain 
periods.  ^  If  this  had  not  been  thought  advisable,  none 
tn  the  higher  departments  of  a  suspected  and  decried  go- 
vernment ought  to  have  been  kept  in  their  posts,  until 
an  examination  had  rendered  their  proceedings  clear,  or 
until  length  of  time  had  obliterated,  by  an  even  course 
of  irreproachable  conduct,  the  errors,  which  so  naturally 
grow  out  of  a  new  power.     But  the  policy  adopted  was 
different:  it  was  to  begin  with  examples.      The  cry 
against  the  abuses  was  strong  and  vehement  throughout 
the  whole  nation,  and  the  practice  of  presents  was  repre* 
sented  to  be  as  general  as  it  was  mischievous.     In  such 
a  case,«  indeed  in  any  case,  it  seemed  not  to  be  a  measure 
the  most  provident,  without  a  great  deal  of  previous  in- 
4)uiry,  to  place  two  persons,  who  from  their  situation 
most  be  the  most  exposed  to  such  imputations,  in  the 
commission,  which  was  to  inquire  into  their  own  conduct ; 
much  less  to  place  one  of  them  at  the  head  of  that  com- 
mission, and  with  a  casting  vote,  in  case  of  an  equality. 
The  persons,  wIm)   coukl  not  be .  liable  to  that  charge, 
were  indeed  three  to  two ;  but  any  accidental  difference 
€»f  opinion,  the  death  of  anyone  of  them,  or  his  occasion- 
al absence  or  sickness,  threw  the  whole  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  other  two,  who  were  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
Barwell,  one  the  president,  and  the  other  high  in  the 
council  of  that  establishment,  on  which  the  reform  was  to 
operate.     Thus  those,  who  were  liable  to  process  as  de- 
linquents^ were  in  effect  sat  over  the  reformers ;  and 
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thai  did  attually  happen,  which  might  be  expected  te 
bappen  from  so  preposterous  an  arrangement,  a  stop  was 
soon  put  to  all  inquiries  into  the  capital  abuses. 

Nor  was  the  great  political  end,  proposed  in  the  for- 
■latiou  of  a  superintending  council  over  all  the  presiden- , 
cies,  better  answered  than  that  of  an  inquiry  into,  cor* 
mptions  and  abuses.  The  several  presidencies  have  act- 
ed in  a  great  degree  upon  their  own  separate  authority, 
and  as  little  of  unity,  concert,  or  regular  sjrstem  has  ap- 
peared in  theur  conduct,  as  was  ever  known  before  this 
institution.  India  is  indeed  so  vast  a  country,  and  the 
settlements  are  so  divided,  that  their  intercourse  with 
each  other  is  liable  to  as  many  delays  and  difBcuIties  aa 
the  ii4ercourse  between  distant  and  separate  states* 
But  one  evil  may  peseibly  have  arisen  from  an  attempt  to 
produce  an  union,  which,  though  undoubtedly  to  be  aim- 
ed at,  is  opposed  in  some  degree  by  the  unalterable  nature 
of  their  situation,  that  it  has  taught  the  servants  rather 
lo  look  to  a  superior  among  themselves  than  to  their  com- 
mon superiors*  This  evU,  growing  out  of  the  abiwe  of 
sulMMrdination,  can  only  be  corrected  by  a  very  striet  en- 
forcement of  authority  over  that  part  of  the  chain  of  de- 
pendence, which  is  next  to  the  original  power. 

That  which  your  committee  ccNosiders  as  the  fifth  and  Pp^m 
last  of  the  capital  objects  of  the  act,  and  a^  the  binding  Sm^ 
rqLulation  of  the  whole,  is  the  introduction  (then  for  the  {^^^ 
fir&t  time)  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown  into  the  affairs  ^, 
of  the  company.    The  state  claiming  a  concern  and  share 
of  property  in  the  company's  profits,  the  servants  of  the 
crown  were  presun^d  the  more  likely  to  preserve,  with 
a  scrupulous  attention,  the  sources  of  the  great  revenues 
which  they  were  to  administer,  and  for  the  rise  and  fall 
of  wliijch  they  were  to  render  an  account* 

The  inteiference  of  government  was  introduced  by 
this  act  in  two  ways ;  one  by  a  control,  in  effect  by  a 
share,  m  the  appointment  to  vacancies  in  the  supremf 
counciL  The  act  provided  that  his  majesty's  approba- 
tion abcNild  be  had  to  the  persons  named  to  that  duty. 
Partaking  tbut  in  the  patronage  of  the  company,  adminis-* 
tration  was  bound  to  an  attention  to  the  characters  and 
capacities  of  the  persons  employed  in  that  high  trust. 

The  other  part  of  their  interference  was  by  way  of  in- 
spection. By  this  eight  of  inspection,  every  thing  in  the 
company's  correspondence  from  India,  which  related  to 
(be  civil  or  mftitary  affairs  and  government  of  the  cnm^ 
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pany,  wa^  directed  by  the  act  to  be,  witbiD  fourteen  days, 
after  the  receipt,  laid  before  the  secretary  of  state ;  and 
every  thing,  that  related  to  the  management  of  the  reve* 
nues,  was  to  be  laid  before  the  commissioners  of  the  trea- 
sury. In  fact,  both  descriptions  of  these  papers  have 
been  generally  communicated  to  that  board, 
se-  It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  were  great 

^^  ^  and  material  defects  in^  both  parts  of  the  plan.  With  re- 
plan,  g^f  J  iq  (Ii^  approbation  of  persons  nominated  to  the  su- 
preme council  by  the  court  of  directors,  no  sufficient 
means  were  provided  for  carrying  to  hb  majesty,  along 
with  the  nomination,  the  particulars  in  the  conduct  of 
those  who  had  been  in  the  service  before,  which  might 
render  them  proper  objects  of  approbation  or  reji^ction. 
The  India  House  possesses  an  office  of  record  capable  of 
furnishing,  in  almost  all  cases,  materials  for  judging  ob 
the  beiiaviour  of  the  servants,  in  their  progress  froia 
the  lowest  to  the  highest  stations  ;  and  the  whole  disci- 
pline of  tlie  service,  civil  and  military,  must  depend 
upon  an  examination  of  these  records  inseparably  at- 
tending every  application  for  an  appointment  to  the 
highest  stations.  But  in  the  present  state  of  the  nomk 
nation,  the  ministers  of  the  crown  are  not  furnished  with 
the  proper  means  of  exercising  the  power  of  control  in- 
tended by  the  law,  even  if  they  were  scrupulously  at- 
tentive to  the  use  of  it.  There  are  modes  of  proceeding 
&vourable  to  neglect.  Others  excite  inquiry,  and  stimu- 
late to  vigilance. 
nvS^  Your  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  for  the  fu^ 
tnre-  tUTe  prevention  of  cabal,  and  of  private  and  partial  re- 
u^ti  presentation,  whether  above  or  below,  that  whenever  anj 
person,  who  has  been  in  tlte  service,  shall  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  king's  ministers  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  council 
general,  the  secretary  of  the  court  of  directors  shall  be 
ordered  to  make  a  strict  search  into  the  records  of  the 
company ;  and  shall  annex  to  the  recommendation  the 
reasons  of  the  court  of  directors  for  their  choice,  together 
with  a  faithful  copy  of  whatever  shall  be  found  (if  any^ 
thing  can  be  found)  relative  to  his  character  and  con- 
duct ;  as  also  an  account  of  his  standing  in  the  company's 
service;  the  time  of  his  abode  in  India;  the  reasons  fur 
his  return ;  and  the  stations,  whether  civil  or  military,  in 
which  he  has  been  successively  placed. 

With  this  account  ought  to  be  transmitted  the  names 
q(  those  who  were  proposed  as  candidates  for  the  same 
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office,  with  the  correspondent  particulars  relative  i6 
their  conduct  and  situation ;  for  not  only  the  separate, 
bot  the  comparative,  merit  probably  would,  and  certainly 
ought  to  have,  great  infiuence  in  the  approbation  or  rejec- 
tion of  the  party  presented  to  the  ministers  of  the  crown. 
These  papers  should  be  hid  before  the  commissioners  of 
the  treasury,  and  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state,  and  en- 
tered in  books  to  be  kept  in  the  treasury  and  llie  secre- 
tary's office. 

These  precautions,  in  case  of  the  nomination  of  any  ^p-^ 
who  have  served  the  company,  appear  to  be  necessary,  mentor 
from  the  improper  nomination  and  approbation  of  Mr.  I^uon, 
John  Macpherson,  notwithstanding  the  objections  which  ^* 
stood  against  him  on  the  company's  records.   The  choice  pb«- 
of  Mr.  John  Stables,  from  an  inferior  military  to  the  ^** 
hqjbest  civil  capacity,  was  by  no  means  proper,  nor  an  g^; 
encouraging  example  to  either  service.     His  conduct  in-  sta-^  - 
deed,  in  the  subaltern  military  situation,  had  received,  ^*'' 
and  teems  to  have  deserved,  commendation ;  but  no  suf- 
ficient ground  was  furnished  for  confounding  the  lines  and 
gradations  of  service.     This  measure  was,  however,  far 
less  exceptbnable  than  the  former  ;  because,  an  irregular 
choice  of  a  less  competent  person,  and  the  preference 
given  to  proved  delinquency  in  prejudice  to  uncensured 
service,  are  very  diifisrent  things.     But  even  this  latter 
appointment  would  in  all  likelihood  have  t)een  avoided,  if 
rules  of  piDmotion  had  been  established.     If  such  rules 
were  settled,  candidates  qualiBed  from  ability,  knowledge, 
and  service,  would  not  be  discouraged,  by  finding  that 
every  thing  was  open  to  every  man ;  and  that  favour 
alone  did  not  stand  in  the  place  of  civil  or  military  expe* 
rience.    The  elevation  from  the  lowest  stations  unfaith- 
fully and  neglqpntly  filled  to  the  highest  trusts,  the  total 
ioatteotioo  to  rank  and  seniority,  and  much  more  the  com- 
bination of  this  neglect  of  rank  with  a  confusion  (unac- 
companied with  strong  and  evident  reasons)  of  the  lines 
of  service,  cannot  operate  as  useful  examples  on  those 
who  serve  the  public  in  India.     These  servants,  behold- 
ing men,  who  have  been  condemned  for  improper  beha- 
viour to  the  company  in  inferior  civil  stations,  elevated 
above  them,  or  (what  is  less  blameable,  but  still  mis- 
chievoos)  persons  without  any  distinguished  civil  talents, 
taken  from  the  subordinate  situations  of  another  line,  to 
their  prejudice,  will  despair,  by  any  good  behaviour,  of 
WOU  VI.  [   "*   3 
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agcendiiig  to  the  dignities  of  their  own ;  they  will  be  led 
to  improve  to  the  utmost  advantage  of  their  fortune  thie 
lower  stages  of  power,  and  will  endeavour  to  make  up 
in  lucre  what  they  can  never  hope  to  acquire  in  station. 

The  temporary  appointment  by  parliament,  of  the  s|i- 
preme  council  of  India,  arose  from  an  opinion,  that  the 
company,  at  that  time  at  least,  was  not  in  a  conditioUiOr 
not  disposed  to  a  proper  exercise  of  the  privileges  which 
they  held  under  their  charter.  It  therefore  behoved  the 
directors  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  their  choice  of 
counsellors,  on  the  expiration  of  the  period  during  which 
their  patronage  h9d  been  suspended.  The  duties  of  the 
supreme  council  had  been  reputed  of  so  arduous  a  nature, 
as  to  require  even  legislative  interposition.  They  were 
called  upour  by  all  possible  care  and  impartiality,  ta  jus- 
tify parliament,  at  least  as  fully  in  the  restoration  of  their 
privileges,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  time  had  done  in 
their  suspension. 

But  interests  have  lately  prevailed  in  the  court  of  di*^ 
rectors,  which,  by  the  violation  of  every  rule,  seemed  to 
be  resolved  on  the  destruction  of  those  privileges,  of 
which  they  were  the  natural  guardians.  Every  new 
power  given  has  been  made  the  source  of  a  new  abuse  ; 
and  the  acts  of  parliament  themselves,  which  provide  but 
imperfectly  for  the  prevention  of  the  mischief,  have,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  made  provisions  (contrary,  without  doubt» 
to  the  intention  of  the  legislature,)  which  operate  against 
the  possibility  of  any  cure  in  the  ordinary  course. 

In  the  original  institution  of  the  supreme  council,  rea- 
sons may  have  existed  against  rendering  the  tenure  of 
the  counsellors  in  their  office  precarious.  A  plan  of  re- 
form might  have  required  the  permanence  of  the  persons, 
who  were  just  appointed  by  parliament,  to  execute  it ; 
but  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
gave  a  duration  co-existent  with  the  statute  itself  to  a 
council  not  appointed  by  act  of  parliament,  nor  chosen 
for  any  temporary  or  special  purpose.  By  which  means, 
the  servants  in  the  highest  situation,  let  their  conduct  be 
never  so  grossly  criminal,  cannot  be  removed,  unless  the 
court  of  directors  and  ministers  of  the  crown  can  be 
found  to  concur  in  the  same  opinion  of  it.  Tiie  preva- 
lence of  the  Indian  factions  in  the  court  of  directors  and 
court  of  proprietors,  and  sometimes  in  the  state  itself, 
renders  this  agreement  extremely  difficult  :  if  tiie  prin* 
cjpal  members  of  the  direction  should  be  in  a  conspLcacj 
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ritli  any  principal  servant  under  censure,  it  will  be  ina- 
; practicable,  because  the  first  act  must  originate  there* 
^Ae  reduced  state  of  the  authority  of  this  kingdom  in 
Sengal)  may  be  traced,  in  a  great  measure,  to  that  very 
viatura!  source  of  independence.     In  many  cases,  the  in- 
stant removal  of  an  offender  from  bis  power  of  doin|$ 
xnischieC  is  tlie  only  mode  of  preventing  the  Htter,  and 
2^rhap6,  irretrievable  ruin  of  public  af&irs.     In  such  a 
<:ase,  the  process  ought  te  be  simple,  and  the  power  ab- 
solute in  one,  or  in  either  hand  separately.     By  contri- 
"ving  the  balance  of  interest  formed  in  the  act,  notorious 
^>SeDce,  gross  error,  or  palpable  insufficiency,  have  many 
chances  of  retaining  and  ahiisii^g  authority,  whilst  the  va« 
f  iety  of  representations,  hearings,  -and  conferences,  and 
possibly  the  mere  jealousy  and  competition  hetween 
rival  powers,  may  prevent  any  decision  ;  and  at  length 
give  time  and  means  for  settlements  and  compromises 
among  parties,  made  at  the  expense  of  justice  and  true 
policy.     But  this  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  not  properly  distinguishing  judicial  process 
from  executive  arrangements,  requires,  in  eflfect,  nearly 
the  same  degree  of  solemnity,  delay  and  detail  for  re- 
moving a  political  inconvenience,  which  attends  a  crimi- 
nal proceeding  for  the  punishment  of  offences.     It  goes 
further^  and  grves  the  same  tenure  to  all  who  shall  suc- 
ceed to  vacancies,  which  was  given  to  those  whom  the  act 
found  in  office. 

Anotlier  regulation  was  made  in  the  Set,  wh^h  has  a 
tendency  to  render  the  control  of  delinqitenr»y,  or  tlie  re- 
moval of  incapacity,  in  the  council  general,  extremely 
difficult,  us  "well  as  to  introduce  many  other  abuses  into 
the  ori^nal  appointment  of  'Co&nsellors.     The  inconve-  provi 
niences  of  a  vacancy  in  tliat  important  office,  at  a  -great  i^" 
distance  from  the  authority  that  is  to  fill  it,  were  visible;  JJjJJ 
bat  your  committee  have  doubts  whether  they  balance  forrn- 
the  mischief,  wliich  may  arise  fmm  the  i)ower  given  in 
this  act,  of  a  provisional  appointment  to  vacancies,  not 
on  the  event,  but  on  foresight.     This  mode  of  providing 
for  the  succession,  has  a  tendency  to  promote  cabal,  and 
to  prevent  inquiry  into  the  qualifications  of  the  persons 
to  be  appointed.     An  attempt  has  been  actually  made  in 
consequence  of  this  {Mwer,  m  a  very  marked  manner,  to 
confound  the  whole  order  and  discipline  of  the  company's 
service.     Means  are  furnished  thereby  for  perpetuating 
tte  powers  of  some  given  court  of  directors.    1  hey  may 
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forestal  the  patronage  of  their  successors ;  on  whom  the  j 
entail  a  line  of  supreme  counsellors  and  governors  gene- 
ral. And  if  the  exercise  of  this  power  should  happen  in 
its  outset  to  fall  into  bad  hands,  the  ordinary  chances  for 
mending  an  ill  choice  upon  death  or  resignation  are  cut 
off. 

In  these  provisional  arrangements,  it  is  to  be  consider- 
ed, tliat  tlie  appointment  is  not  in  consequence  of  anjr 
marked  event,  which  calls  strongly  on  the  attention  of 
the  public  ;  but  is  made  at  the  discretion  of  those  who 
lead  in  the  court  of  directors  ;  and  they  may  therefore 
be  brought  forward  at  times  the  most  favourable  to  the 
views  of  partiality  and  corruption.  Candidates  have  not, 
therefore,  the  notice  that  may  be  necessary  for  their 
claims  ;  and  as  the  possession  of  the  office,  to  which  the 
survivors  are  to  succeed,  seems  remote,  all  inquiry  into 
the  qualifications  and  character  of  those  who  are  to  fill 
it  will  naturally  be  dull  and  languid. 

Your  committee  are  not  also  without  a  grounded  appre- 
hension of  the  ill  effect,  on  any  existing  council  general,  of 
all  strong  marks  of  influence  and  favour,  which  appear  in 
the  subordinates  of  Bengal.     This  previous  designation 
to  a  great  and  arduous  trust,  (the  greatest  that  can  be 
reposed  in  subjects)  when  made  out  of  any  regular  course 
of  succession,  marks  that  degree  of  countenance  and 
support  at  home,  which  may  overshadow  the  existing  go- 
vernment.    That  government  may  thereby  be  disturbed 
by  factions,  and  ted  to  corrupt  and  dangerous  complian- 
ces.    At  best,  wlien  these  counsellors-elect  are  engage^ 
in  no  fixed  employment,  and  have  no  lawful  intermediate 
emolument,  the  natural  impatience  for  their  situations 
may  bring  on  a  traffick  fof  resignations  between  them  and, 
the  persons  in  possession,  very  unfavourable  to  the  in-' 
terests  of  the  public,  and  to  the  duty  of  their  situations. 
Since  the  act,  two  persons  have  been  nominated  to  the 
ministers  of  the  crown,  by  the  court  of  directors,  for  this 
succession.     Neither  has  yet  been  approved.     But  by 
the  description  of  the  persons,  a  judgment  may  be  form- 
ed of  the  principles  on  which  this  power  is  likely  to  be 
exercised. 
^^uttt       Your  committee  find,  that  in  consequence  of  the  above- 
iivaa'8   mentioned  act,  the  Honourable  Charles  Stuart  and  Mr. 
^~Bt-    Sulivan,  were  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  first  vacancies 
^^^  in  the  supreme  council.     Mr.  Stuart's  first  appointment 
^^^  ID  the  campany'fl  service  was  in  the  year  qn^  thoosaod 
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seTeo  irandred  and  tfixty-one«  He  returned  to  England 
ID  1775,  and  was  permitted  to  go  back  to  India  in  1780* 
Jo  August  1781,  he  was  nominated  by  the  court  of  direc- 
tors (Mr.  Sulivan  and  Sir  William  James  were  chairman 
«Dd  deputy  chairman)  to  succeed  to  the  first  vacancy  in 
the  supreme  council,  and  on  the  19th  of  September  fol« 
lowing,  his  majesty's  approval  of  such  nomination  was  re- 
^juested. 

In  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  consideration  of  Vr. 
rank  in  the  service  was  not  neglected ;  but  if  the  court  buS^** 
<it  directors  had  thought  fit  to  examine  theur  records,  thSinc 
they  would  have  found  matter  at  least  strongly  urging  ^^^ 
them  to  a  suspension  of   this  appointment,   until   the  meat. 
charges  against  Mr.  Stuart  should  be  fully  cleared  up. 
That  matter  remained  (as  it  still  remains)  unexplained 
from  the  month  of  May,  1775,  where,  on  the  Bengal  re- 
venue consultatbns  of  the  12th  of  that  month,  pecula- 
tions to  a  large  amotint  are  charged  upon  oath  against 
Mr.  Stuart,  under  the  following  title  :  *^  The  particulars 
of  the  money  unjustly  taken  by  Mr.  St^mrt^  du'rii^  the 
time  he  was  at  Burdwan.^^     The  sum  charged  against 
him  in  this  account,  is  2,17,684  sicca  rupees,  ;that  is, 
25,263  pounds  sterling  :)  beside  which,  there  is  another 
account,  with  the  following  title  :  <<  The  particulars  of 
Ac  money  unjustly  taken  by  Callypersaud  Bo«f ,  Banyan 
to  the  Honourable  Charles  Stuarty  Esquire^  at  Burdwan^ 
and  amounting  to  sicca  rupees   1,01,675,"   (that   is, 
11,785  pounds.) — a  large  sum  to  be  received  by  a  person 
in  that  subordinate  situation. 

The  minuteness  with  which  these  accounts  appear  to 
have  been  kept,  and  the  precision  with  which  the  date 
of  each  particular,  sometimes  of  very  small  sums,  is  sil- 
ted, ^e  them  the  i^pearance  of  authenticity,  as  far  at 
it%aD  be  conveyed  on  the  face,  or  in  the  construction  of 
such  accounts ;  and  if  they  were  forgeries,  laid  them 
open  to  an  easy  detection.  But  no  detection  is  ^asy 
when  no  inquiry  is  made.  It  appears  an  offence  of  the 
higbest  order  in  the  directors  concerned  in  this  business, 
when,  not  satisfied  with  leaving  such  charges  so  long  un- 
examined, they  should  venture  to  present  to  the  king's 
servants  the  object  of  them  for  the  highest  trust,  which 
they  have  to  bestow.  If  Mr.  Stuart  was  really  guilty, 
the  poaseasion  of  this  post  must  furnish  him,  not  only 
with  the  means  of  renewing  the  former  evil  practices 
charged  vpoa  Ud,  and  of  executing  them  upon  a  still 
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larger  scale ;  but  of  oppressing  those  nnhappy  persbirs, 
who,  under  the  supposed  protection  of  the  faith  of  the 
company,  had  appeared  to  give  evidence  concerning  his 
former  misdemeanors. 

This  attempt  in  tlic  directors  was  the  more  snprizingj 
when  it  is  considered,  that  two  committees  of  this  house 
were,  at  that  very  lime,  sitting  apon  an  inquiry,  that   re- 
lated directly  to  their  conduct^  and  that  of  their  servants 
.  in  India. 
uVw't'       It  was  in  the  same  spirit  of  defiance  of  parliament, 
^^■^   that  at  the  same  time  they  nominated  Mr.  Sulivan,  son 
the       to  the  then  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  the 
hhlo'  succession  to  the  same  high  tnist  in  India.     On  these 
Stnt    appointments  your  committee  thought  it  proper  to  biake 
those    inquiries  which  the  court  of  directors  thought 
proper  to  omit.     They  first  conceived  it  fitting  to  in- 
quire what  rank  Mr.  Sulivan  bore ^  in  the  service;  and 
they  thought  it  not  unnecessary  here  to  state  the  grada- 
tions in  the  service,  according  to  the  established  usage  of 
the  company. 

The  company's  civil  servants  generally  go  to  India  as 
-  nriters ;  in  which  capacity  they  serve  the  compiany  ^iP^ 
years.  The  next  step  in  point  of  rank  is  to  be  ^factory 
and  next  to  that,  a  jtinior  merchant ;  in  each  of  which 
capacities  they  serve  the  company  fferfe  j^enr^.  They 
then  rise  to  the  rank  of  senior  merchant^  in  which  situa^ 
tion  they  remain  till  called  by  rotation  to  the  board  of 
trade.  Until  the  passing  of  the  regulation  act  in  1773, 
seniority  entitled  them  to  succeed  to  the  council^  and 
finally,  gave  them  pretensions  to  the  gdhiernmtnt  of  ike 
presidency. 

The  above  gradation  of  the  service,  your  committee 
conceive,  ought  never  to  be  superseded  by  the  coqrt  of 
directors,  without  evident  reason,  in  persons  or  circum- 
stances, to  justify  the  breach  of  an  ancient  order.  The 
names,  wliether  taken  from  civil  or  commercial  gradation, 
are  of  no  moment.  The  order  itself  is  wisely  establish- 
ed, and  tends  to  provide  a  natural  guard  against  partial- 
ity, precipitancy,  and  corruption  in  patronage.  It  af- 
fords means  and  opportunities  for  an  examination  into 
character ;  and  among  the  servants  it  secures  a  strong 
motive  to  preserve  a  fair  reputation.  Your  committee 
find,  that  no  respect  whatsoeVer  was  paid  to  this  grada- 
tion in  the  instance  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  nor  is  there  any  rea- 
«in  assigned  for  departing  from  it.    They  do  not  find 
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tAat  Mr.  Sulivan  bad  ever  served  the  company'  in  any 
one  of  the  above  Gapacitiea,  but  was,  in  the  year  1777, 
iibniptly  brought  into  the  service,  and  sent  ta  Madras  to. 
succeed  as  Persian  translator  and  secretaryr  to  the  coun- 
cil. 

Your  committee  have  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Salivan 
to  Geo^  Wombwell  and  William  Devaynes,  Esquires, 
chairaaan  and  deputy  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors, 
stating^  that  he  trusted  his  applications  would  have  a 
place  in  their  deliberations  when  Madras  affairs  were 
taken  up.  Of  what  nature  those  applications  were,  your 
committee  cannot  discover,  as  no  traces  of  them  appear 
CD  the  company's  records ;  nor  whether  any  proofs  of  his 
ability,  even  as  Persian  translator,  which  niiglit  entitle 
him  to  a  preference  to  the  many  servants  in  India,  whose 
study  and  opportunities  afforded  them  the  means  of  be- 
coming perfect  masters  of  that  language. 

On  the  above  letter  your  committee  find,  that  the  com* 
mittee  of  correspondence  proceeded ;  and,  on  their  re- 
commendation,  the  court  of  directors  unanimously  ap- 
proved of  Mr.  Sulivan  to  be  appointed  to  succeed  to  ( 
the  posts  of  secretary  and  Persian  translator. 

Conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  Mr.  .Sulivan 
Kcceeded  to  those  posts ;  and  the  president  and  council 
acquainted  the  court  of  directors,  that  they  had  been 
obeyed.  About  five  months  after,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
SuJivaa  thought  fit  to  resign  the  office  of  Persian  trans- 
lator, to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  the  directors. 
In  April  1780,  Mr.  Sulivan  is  commended  for  his  greal 
diligence  as  secretary;  in  August  following  he  obtains 
leave  to  accompany  Mrs.  Sulivan  to  Bengal,  whence  she 
is  to  proceed  to  Europe  on  account  of  her  health ;  and 
he  is  charged  with  a  commission  from  the  president  and 
council  of  Fort  Saint  George,  to  obtain  for  that  settle- 
ment supplies  of  grain,  troops,  and  money,  from  the  go- 
vernor general  and  council  of  Bengal.  In  October  the 
governor  general  requests  permission  of  the  council  there 
to  employ  Mr.  Sulivan  as  his  a^sislanty  for  that  he  had 
experienced  (between  his  arrival  in  Bengal  and  that  time) 
the  aoilitieB  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  and  made  choice  of  him  as 
completely  qualified  for  that  trust;  also  requests  the 
hoard  to  appoint  him  judge  advocate  general ;  and  like- 
wise to  apply  to  the  presidency  of  Madras,  for  him  to 
remain  in  Bengal  without  prejudice  to  his  rank  on  their 
establbhment :  which  seteral  requests  the  board  at  M»* 
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dras  readily  complied  with,  notwithstaDding  their  natural 
seasibility  to  the  loss  of  a  aecnstarj  of  socb  ability  and 
diligence  as  they  ha  '  described  Mr.  Suli^an  to  be. 

On  the  5th  of  December  following,  the  president  and 
council  received  a  letter  from  Bengal,  requesting  that 
Mr.  Sulivan  might  be  allowed  to  keep  his  rank.  This 
request  brought  on  some  discussion.  A  Mr.  Freeman,  it 
seems,  who  had  acted  under  Mr.  Sulivan  as  sub-secreta* 
ry,  whilst  his  principal  obtained  so  much  praise  for  his 
diligence,  addressed  the  board  on  the  same  day,  and  ob* 
served,  *^That  since  Mr.  Sulivan's  arrival,  he^  [Mr* 
Freeman]  had,  miihout  intermission^  done  almost  the 
whole  of  the  duty  allotted  to  the  post  of  secretary,  which 
it  wets  notorious  Mr*  Sulivan  had  paid  but  little  attend 
lion  to  ;  and  neither  his  inclination  nor  duty  led  him  to 
act  any  longer  as  Mr.  Sulivan's  deputy." 

Here  your  committee  cannot  avoid  remarking  the  di- 
rect contradiction,  which  this  address  of  Mr.  Freeman's 
giv,es  to  the  letter  from  the  president  and  council  to  the 
court  of  directors  in  April  1780,  wherein  Mr.  Sulivan  is 
praised  for  his  ^'  diligence  and  attention  in  his  office  of 
secretary." 

The  president  and  council  do  not  show  any  displeasure 
at  Mr.  Freeman's  representation  (so  contrary  to  their 
own,)  the  truth  of  which  they  thus  tacitly  admit,  but 
agree  to  write  to  the  governor  general  and  council, 
^'  That  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  they  could  carry 
on  the  public  business  for  any  length  of  time  without  the 
services  of  a  secretary  and  clerk  of  araeals,  two  offices 
that  required  personal  attendance,  and  which  would  be  a 
general  injury  to  the  servants  on  their  establishment,  and 
in  particular  to  the  person  who  acted  in  those  capacities, 
as  they  learnt  that  Mr.  Sulivan  had  been  appointed  judge 
advocate  general  in  Bengal ;  and  to  request  the  governor 
general  and  council  to  inform  Mr.  Sulivan  of  their  senti- 
ments, and  to  desire  him  to  inform  them,  whether  he 
meant  to  return  to  his  station,  or  to  remain  in  Bengal." 

On  the  6th  December,  as  a  mark  of  their  approbation 
of  Mr.  Freeman,  who  had  so  plainly  contradictec^theif 
opinion  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  the  president  and  council  agree 
to  appoint  him  to  act  as  secretary  and  clerk  of  appeals 
till  Mr.  Sulivan's  answer  should  arrive,  with  the  emolu* 
ments,  and  to  confirm  him  therein^  if  Mr.  Sulivan  should 
remain  in  Bengal. 
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On  the  14th  February,  1781,  the  president  and  conn^ 
cil  received  a  letter  from  Bengal  in  replj,  and  stating 
their  request  that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  reserve  the  right  of 
returning  to  his  original  situation  on  the  Madras  estab- 
lishment, if  the  court  of  directors  should  disapprove  of 
his  being  transferred  to  Bengal.  To  this  request  the 
board  at  Madras  declare  they  have  no  objection :  and 
here  the  matter  rests ;  the  court  of  directors  not  having^ 
given  any  tokens  of  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the 
transactbn. 

Such  is  the  history  of  Mr.  Bulivan's  service  from  the 
time  of  his  appointment :  such  were  the  qualifications, 
and  such  the  proofs  of  assiduity  and  diligence  given  by 
him,  in  holding  so  many  incompatible  offices  (as  well  as 
being  engaged  in  other  dealings,  which  will  appear  in  their 
place)  when,  after  three  years  desultory  residence  in  In- 
dia, he  was  thought  worthy  to  be  nominated  to  the  suc-f 
cession  to  the  supreme  council.  No  proof  whatsoever  of 
distinguished  capacity  in  any  line  preceded  his  original 
appointment  to  the  service ;  so  that  the  whole  of  his  fit- 
ness for  the  supreme  council  rested  upon  his  conduct 
and  character  since  hb  appointment  as  Persian  transte- 
tor. 

Your  committee  find  that  his  majesty  has  not  yet  given 
his  approbation  to  the  nomination,  made  by  the  court  of 
directors  on  the  30th  of  August,  1781,  of  Messrs.  Stuart 
and  Sulivan  to  succeed  to  the  suprem^  council  on  the 
first  vacancies,  though  the  court  applied  for  the  royal 
approbation  so  long  ago  as  the  19th  of  September,  1781 ; 
and  in  these  instances  the  king's  ministers  performed 
their  duty,  in  withholding  their  countenance  from  a 
proceeding  so  exceptionable  and  of  so  dangerous  an  ex* 
ample. 

Your  committee,  from  a  full  view  of  the  situation  and 
duties  of  the  court  of  directors,  are  of  opinion,  that  ef- 
fectual means  ought  to  be  taken  for  regulating  that  courts 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  either  rivalship  with,  or 
Kobserviency  to,  their  servants.  It  might  therefore  b^ 
proper  for  the  house  to  consider,  whether  it  is  fit  that 
those  who  are,  or  have  been  within  some  given  time,  di- 
rectors of  the  company,  should  be  capable  of  an  appointv^ 
ment'  to  any  offices  in  India.  Directors  can  never  pro- 
perly govern  those  for  whose  employments  they  are  of 
nay  be   themselves  candidates ;  they  can  neither  prQ; 
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tect  nor  coerce  them  with  due  impartiality  or  due  autho- 
rity. 

If  such  rules  as  are  stated  by  your  committee  under 
this  head  were  obiierved  in  the  regular  service  at  home 
and  abroad,  the  necessity  of  superseding  the  regular  ser- 
vice by  strangers  would  be  more  rare ;  and  whenever  the 
servants  were  so  superseded,  those  who  put  forward  other 
candidates,  would  be  obliged  to  produce  a  strong  plea  of 
merit  and  ability,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  mankind^ 
ought  to  overpower  pretensions  soaulfientically  establish- 
ed, and  so  rigorously  guarded  from  abuse. 
Befl-         The,  second  object  in  this  part  of  the  plan  of  tho  act 
oirpoS-  of  1773,  namely,  that  of  inspection  by  the  mini:»ters  of 
2i!i£    the  crown,  appears  not  to  have  been  provided  for,  so  as 
ttnor  iq  jr^Lw  the  timely  and  productive  attention  of  the  state 
▼era-    on  the  grievances  of  the   people  of  India,  and  on  the 
abuses  of  its  government.     By  the  regulating  act,  the 
ministers  were  enabled  to  inspect  one  part  of  the  corres- 
pondence, that  which  was  received  in  England ;  but  not 
that  which  went  outward.     They  might  know  something, 
but  tiiat  very  imperfectly  and  unsystematically,  of  the 
state  of  afiairs ;  but  they  were  neither  authorized  to  ad- 
vance nor  to  retard  any  measure  taken  by  tlie  directors," 
in  consequence  of  that  state :  they  were  not  provided 
even  with  sufficient  means  of  knowing  what  any  of  these 
measures  were.    And  this  imperfect  informatbn,  together 
with  the  want  of  a  direct  call   to  any  specific  duty, 
might  have  in  some  degree  occasioned  that  remissness 
which  rendered   even  the  imperfect  powers  originally 
given  by  the  act  of  1773.  the  less  efficient.     This  defect 
was  in  a  great  measure  remedied  by  a  subsequent  act. 
But  that  act  was  not  passed  until  the  year  1780. 
Bfsor-        Your  committee  find,  that  during  the  whole  period 
i^wSd  which  elapsed  from  1773  to  the  commencement  of  1 782, 
•ince     disorders  and  abuses  of  every  kind  multiplied.     Wars, 
contrary  to  policy,  and  contraiy  to  public  faith,  were  car- 
vide     tying  ou  in  various  partis  of  India.     The  allies,  depend- 
cMi.     ants,  and  subjects  of  the  company  were  every  where  op- 
f^lj^,  pressed;  dissensions  in  tho  supreme  council  prevailed^ 


Vide  ""^  continued  for  the  greater  part  of  that  time  ;  the  cou- 
teiect  tests  between  the  civil  and  judicial  ix)wers  threatened  that 
Bittee  issue,  to  which  they  came  at  last,  an  armed  resistance  to 
mi^*  the  authority  of  the  king's  court  of  justice  ;  the  orders, 
which  by  an  act  of  parliament  the  servants  were  bound 
to  obey,   were  avowedly  and  on  principle  contemned : 
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^iiiitil  nt  lensclh  the  fatal  effects  of  accumulated  misdemea- 
vom  abroad  and  neglects  at  home  broke  out  in  the  alarm- 
ing manner  which  your  committee  have  so  fully  reported 
1o  this  house. 

In  all  this  time  the  true  ^tate  of  the  several  president  Tfi>- 
cies,  and  the  real  coinluct  of  the  British  government  to-  5Jn„ 
"^ards  the  natives,  was  not  at  all  known  to  parliament:  ^J'* 
it  seems  to  have  been  very  imperfectly  known,  even  to  J^^**^ 
ministers.  Indeed  it  required  an  unbroken  attention,  i»a«it 
and  much  comparison  of  facts  and  reasonings,  to  form  a 
tme  judgment  on  that  difficult  and  complicated  sys- 
tem of  politics,  revenue,  and  commerce,  whilst  affairs 
were  only  in  their  progress  to  that  state  which  produced 
the  present  inquiries.  Therefore,  wliilst  the  causes  of 
their  ruin  were  in  the  height  of  their  operation,  both  the 
company  and  tlie  natives  were  understood  by  the  public 
as  in  circumstances  the  most  assured  and  most  flourish- 
ing. Insomuch  that  whenever  the  affairs  of  India  were 
brought  liefore  parliament,  as  they  were  two  or  three 
limes  during  that  period,  the  only  subject  matter  of  dis- 
cussion, anywise  important,  was  concerning  the  sums 
"which  might  be  taken  out  of  the  company's  surplus 
profits  for  the  advantage  of  the  state.  Little  was  thought 
of  but  the  disengagement  of  the  company  from  their 
debts  in  England,  and  to  prevent  the  servants  abroad 
from  drawing  upon  them,  so  as  that  body  might  be  *ena- 
bled,  without  exciting  clamours  here,  to  afford  the  con- 
tribution that  was  demanded.  All  descriptions  of  per- 
sons, either  liere  or  in  India,  looking  solely  to  appear- 
ances at  home,  the  reputation  of  the  directors  depended 
on  the  keeping  the  company's  sales  in  a  situation  to 
support  the  4lividend^  that  of  the  ministers  depended 
on  the  most  lucrative  bargains  for  the  exchequer;  and 
that  of  the  sen^ants  abroad  on  the  largest  investments ; 
until  at  length  tliere  is  great  reason  to  apprehend,  that, 
unless  some  very  substantial  reform  takes  place  in  the 
injnagement  of  the  company's  affairs,  nothing  will  be 
left  for  investment,  for  dividend,  or  for  bargain ;  aud  In- 
dia, instead  of  a  resource  to  the  public,  may  itself  come, 
in  no  great  length  of  time,  to  be  reckoned  amongst  the 
public  burthens. 

In  thb  manner,  the  inspection  of  the  ministers  of  the  tmpm 
crown,  the  great  cementing  regulation  of  the  whole  act  mUkt- 
of  1773,  )mn,  along  with  all  the  others,  entirely  failed  in  ^SJSTa 
its  effect.  ''•^S 
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Fiiiure  Your  Committee,  in  obs^  rviog  on  the  failure  of  this 
{|.^^*  act,  do  not  consider  the  intrinsic  defects  or  mistakes  in 
the  law  itself  as  the  sole  cause  of  its  miscarriage.  The 
general  policy  of  the  nation  with  regard  to  this  object 
has  been,  they  conceive,  erroneous  ;  and  no  remedy  by 
laws  under  the  prevalence  of  that  policy  can  be  effect- 
ual. Before  any  remedial  law  can  have  its  just  opera- 
tion, the  affairs  of  India  must  be  restored  to  their  natu- 
ral order.  The  pro8j>erity  of  the  natives  must  be  pre- 
viously secured  before  any  proGt  from  them  whatsoever 
is  attempted.  For  as  long  as  a  system  prevails,  which 
regards  the  transmission  of  great  wealth  to  this  country, 
either  for  the  company  or  the  state,  as  its  principal  end, 
so  long  will  it  be  impossible  that  those  who  are  the  in- 
■truments  of  that  scheme,  should  not  be  actuated  by  the 
same  spirit  for  their  own  private  purposes.  It  will  be 
worse :  they  will  support  the  injuries  done  to  the  na* 
lives  for  their  selfish  ends,  by  new  injuries  done  in  favour 
of  those  before  whom  they  are  to  account.  It  is  not 
reasonably  to  be  expected,  that  a  public,  rapacious  and 
improvident,  should  be  served  by  any  of  its  subordinates 
with  disinteyestedness  or  foresight. 
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In  order  to  open  more  fully  the  tendency  of  the  policy 
which  has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  that  the  house  may  be 
enabled,  in  any  regulations  which  may  be  made,  to  fol- 
low the  tracks  of  the  abuse,  and  to  apply  an  appro])ri- 
ated  remedy  to  a  [>articular  distemper,  your  committee 
think  it  expedient  to  consider,  in  some  detail,  the  manner 
in  which  India  is  connected  with  this  kingdom  ;  which  is 
the  second  head  of  their  plan. 

The  two  great  links  by  which  this  connection  is 
liiaintained,  are,  first,  the  East  India  company's  com- 
merce ;  and  next,  the  government  set  over  the  natives 
by  that  company,  and  by  the  crown.  The  first  of  these 
principles  of  connection,  namely,  the  East  India  com- 
pany's trade,  is  to  be  first  considered,  not  only  as  it  op- 
erates by  itself,  but  as  having  a  powerful  influence  over 
the  general  policy  and  the  particular  measures  of  the 
tompany's  government.     Your  committee  apprehend- 
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^Int  tbe  present  state,  nature,  and  tendency  of  tliis  trade 
•tre  not  generally  understood. 

Until  tlie  acqubition  of  great  territorial  revenues  by  TradA 
the  East  India  company,  the  trade  with  India  was  car-  fo/m^ 
lied  on  upon  the  common  principles  of  commerce,  namely,  J.^^^^a 
by  sending  out  such  commodities  as  found  a  demand  in  chiefly 
the  India  market ;  and  where  that  demand  was  not  ade-  l"<>r. 
qoate  to  the  reciprocal  call  of  the  European  market  for 
Indian  goods,  by  a  large  annual  exportation  of  treasure, 
chiefly  in  silver.  In  some  years  that  export  has  been 
it  high  as  six  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling. The  otlier  European  companies,  trading  to  India, 
traded  thither  on  tiie  same  footing.  Their  export  of 
faollion  was  probably  larger  in  proportion  to  the  total  of 
their  commerce ;  as  their  commerce  itself  bore  a  much 
larger  proportion  to  the  British,  than  it  does  at  this  time, 
er  has  done  for  many  years  past.  But  stating  it  to  be 
equal  to  the  British,  the  whole  of  the  silver  sent  annu- 
ally from  Europe  into  Hindostan  could  not  fall  very  short 
ef  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year. 
This  influx  of  money,  poured  into  India  by  an  emulation 
of  all  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  encouraged  in- 
(faitry,  and  promoted  cultivation  in  a  high  degree ;  not- 
vithstanding  the  frequent  wars  with  which  that  country 
was  harassed,  and  the  vices  which  existed  in  its  internal 
covernment.  On  the  other  hand,  the  export  of  so  much 
silver  was  sometimes  a  subject  of  grudging  and  uneasiness 
io  Europe ;  and  a  commerce  carried  on  through  such  a 
medium,  to  many  appeared  in  speculation  of  doubtful  ad- 
vantage. But  the  practical  demands  of  commerce  bore 
iown  those  speculative  objections.  The  East  India  com- 
modities were  so  essential  for  animating  all  other  branches 
of  trade,  and  for  completing  the  commercial  circle,  that 
all  oations  contended  for  it  with  the  greatest  avidity. 
The  English  company  flourished  under  this  exportation 
for  a  very  long  series  of  years.  The  nation  was  consi- 
derably benefltted  both  in  trade  and  in  revenue ;  and  the 
dividends  of  the  proprietors  were  often  high,  and  always 
nificieot  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  company's  stock, 
m  heart  and  vigour. 

But  at,  or  very  soon  after  the  acquisition  of  the  terri-  now 
tonal  revenues  to  the  English  company,  the  period  of  c?rte4 
which  may  be  reckoned  as  completed  about  the  year  ^^ 
1766,  a  very  great  revolution  took  place  in  commerce  as 
well  as  in  dominion ;  and  it  was  a  revolution  which  af*- 
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fee  fed  the  trade  of  Hindostan  with  ali  other  European 
nations,  as  well  as  ^ith  that  in  whose  favour  and  by 
whose  power  it  was  accomplished.  From  that  time  bul- 
lion was  no  longer  rej:;idarly  exported  by  the  English  East 
India  company  to  Bengal,  or  any  part  of  Hindostan ; 
and  it  was  soon  exported  in  much  amaller  quantities  by 
any  other  nation.  A  new  way  of  supplying  the  market 
tit  Europe,  by  means  of  the  British  power  and  influence, 
w^as  invented  ;  a  species  of  trade  (if  such  it  may  be 
called)  by  which  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  India 
should  not  be  radically  and  irretrievably  ruined,  although 
our  possessions  there  were  to  be  ordered  and  governed 
upon  principles  diametrically  opposite  to  those  which 
now  prevail  in  the  system  and  practice  of  the  British 
company's  administration. 

A  certain  portion  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal  has  been 
for  many  years  set  apart  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase 
of  goods  for  exportation  to  England,  and  this  is  called 
the  investment.  The  greatness  of  this  investment  has 
been  the  standard  by  which  the  merit  of  the  company's 
principal  servants  has  been  too  generally  estimated  ;  and 
this  main  cause  of  the  impoverishment  of  India  has 
been  generally  taken  as  a  measure  of  its  Mfealth  and 
prosperity.  Numerous  fleets  of  large  ships  loaded  with 
the  most  valuable  commodities  of  the  east,  annually  ar- 
riving in  England  in  a  constant  and  increasing  succession, 
imposed  upon  the  public  eye,  and  naturally  gave  rise  to 
an  opinion  of  the  happy  condition  and  growing  opulence 
of  a  country,  whose  surplus  productions  occupied  so 
vast  a  space  in  the  commercial  world.  This  export  from 
ledia  seemed  4o  imply  also  a  reciprocal  supply,  by 
which  the  trading  capital  employed  in  those  produc- 
tions was  continually  strengthen^  and  enlarged.  But 
the  payment  of  a  tribute,  and  not  a  beneficial  commerce 
to  that  country,  wore  this  specious  and  delusive  appear- 
ance. 

The  fame  of  a  great  territorial  revenue,  exaggerated, 
as  is  usiial  in  such  cases,  beyond  even  its  value,  and  the 
P*"**-  abundant  fortunes  of  the  company's  officers,  military 
and  civil,  which  flowed  into  Europe  with  a  full  tide, 
raised  in  the  proprietors  of  East  India  stock  a  prema- 
ture desire  of  partaking  with  their  servants  in  the  fruits 
of  that  splendid  adventure.  Government  also  thought 
they  could  not  be  too  early  in  their  claims  for  a  share  of 
what  they  considered  themselves  as  entitled  to  in  every 
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ga  acquisition  made  by  the  power  of  this  kingdom, 
ijgh  whatever  hauds,  or  by  whatever  means  it  was 
u  Thc5vc  two  parties,  after  some  struggle,  came  to 
;reement  to  divide  between  them  the  profits  which 
speculation  proposed  to  realize  in  England  from  the 
lorial  revenue  in  Bengal.  About  two  hundred  thou- 
pounds  was  added  to  the  annual  dividends  of  the 
rietors.  Four  hundred  thousand  was  given  to  the 
•■ ;  wliich,  added  to  the  old  dividend,  brought  a  con- 
;  charge  upon  the  mixt  interests  of  Indian  trade  and 
nae  of  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year ;  titis 
to  be  provided  for  at  all  events. 
f  that  vast  demand  on  the  territorial  fund,  the  cor^ 
ves  and  qualifications  which  might  have  been  gradu- 
applied  to  the  abuses  in  Indian  commerce  and  gov- 
lent,  were  rendered  extremely  difficult* 
lie  practice  of  an  investment  from  the  revenue  be-  Pro- 
II  the  year  I77i>,  before  arrangements  were  made  f^^t^ 
lecuring  and  appropriating  an  assured  fund  for  that  '°^"^'' 
ose  in  the  treasury,  and  fur  difiusing  it  from  thence 
1  the  manufactures  of  the  country  in  a  just  propor- 
and  in  the  proper  season.  There  was,  indeed,  (or  a 
t  time,  a  surplus  of  cash  in  the  treasury.  It  was  in 
5  shape  to  be  sent  home  to  its  owners.  To  send  it 
o  silver  was  subject  to  two  manifest  inconveniences : 
irst,  the  country  would  be  exhausted  of  its  circu- 
g  medium.  A  scarcity  of  coin  was  already  felt  in 
gsL  Cossim  Ali  Khan  (the  nabob  whom  the  company's 
iDts  had  lately  set  up  and  newly  expelled)  during 
ifaort  period  of  his  power,  had  exhausted  the  country 
rery  mode  of  extortion  ;  in  his  flight  he  carried  off 
tuiense  treasure,  wliich  has  been  variously  computed, 
by  none  at  less  than  three  millions  sterling.  A  coun- 
lo  exhausted  of  its  coin,  and  harassed  by  three  re- 
tioDs  rapidly  succeeding  each  other,  was  ratlier  an 
ct  that  stood  in  need  of  every  kind  of  refreshment 
recruit,  than  one  which  could  subsist  under  new 
oations.  The  next  and  equally  obvious  inconve- 
:e  was  to  the  company  itself.  To  send  silver  into 
ipe  would  be  to  send  it  from  the  best  to  the  worst 
cet*  When  arrived,  the  most  profitable  use  which 
d  be  made  of  it,  would  be  to  send  it  back  to  Bengal, 
he  purcJiase  of  Indian  merchandise :  it  was  neces- 
,  therefore,  to  turn  the  company's  revenue  into  its 
merce.     The  first  investment  was  al)out  five  hun- 
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dred  thousand  pounds,  and  care  was  taken  afterwards  to 
enlarge  it.  In  the  years  1767  and  1763  it  arose  to 
seven  hundred  thousand. 
Cbose-  This  new  system  of  trade,  carried  on  through  the  me- 
22^  dium  of  power  and  public  revenue,  very  soon  produced 
then.  Jig  natural  effects.  The  loudest  complaints  arose  among 
the  natives,  and  among  all  the  foreigners  who  traded  tm 
Bengal.  It  must  unquestionably  have  thrown  the  whole 
mercantile  system  of  the  country  into  the  greatest  con- 
fusion. With  regard  to  the  natives,  no  expedient  waft 
proposed  for  their  relief.  The  case  was  serious  with  re- 
spect to  European  powers.  The  presidency  plainly  re- 
presented to  the  directors,  that  some  agreement  should 
be  made  with  foreign  nations,  for  providing  their  invest- 
ment to  a  certain  amount,  or  that  the  deficiencies  then 
subsisting  must  terminate  in  an  open  rupture  with  France. 
The  directors,  pressed  by  the  large  payments  in  Eng- 
land, were  not  free  to  abandon  their  system;  and  all 
possible  means  of  diverting  the  manufactures  into  the 
company's  investment  were  still  anxiously  sought  and 
pursued,  until  the  difficulties  of  the  foreign  companiea 
were  at  length  removed  by  the  natural  flow  of  the  for- 
tunes of  the  company's  servants  into  Europe,  in  the 
manner  which  will  be  stated  hereafter. 

But  with  all  these  endeavours  of  the  presidency,  the 
investment  sunk  in  1769,  and  they  were  even  obliged  to 
pay  for  a  part  of  the  goods  to  private  merchants,  in  the 
company's  bonds  bearing  interest.  It  was  plain  that  this 
course  of  business  could  not  hold.  The  manufacturers 
of  Bengal,  far  from  being  generally  in  a  condition  to 
give  credit,  have  always  required  advances  to  be  made 
to  them ;  soli  ave  the  merchants  very  generally :  at  least, 
since  the  prevalence  of  the  English  power  in  India.  It 
was  necessary,  therefore,  and  so  the  presidency  of  Cal- 
cutta represented  the  matter,  to  provide  beforehand  a 
year's  advance.  This  required  great  efforts,  and  they 
were  made.  Notwithstanding  the  famine  in  1770,  which 
wasted  Bengal  in  a  manner  dreadful  beyond  all  example, 
the  investment,  by  a  variety  of  successive  expedients, 
many  of  them  of  the  most  dangerous  nature  and  ten- 
dency, was  forcibly  kept  up ;  and  even  in  that  forced 
•nd  unnatural  state,  it  gathered  strength  almost  every 
year.  The  debts  contracted  in  the  infancy  of  the  sys- 
tem were  gradually  reduced,  and  the  advances  to  con- 
tractors and  manufacturers  were  regularly  made ;  so  that 
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the  goods  from  Bengal,  purchased  from  the  territorial . 
reveaoes,  from  the  «ale  of  European  goods,  and  from  the 
produce  of  the  monopolies  for  the  foor  jears  which  ended 
vith  1780  (when  the  investment  from  the  surplus  reve- 
nues finally  closed)  were  never  less  than  a  million  ster- 
iiog,  and  commonly  nearer  twelve  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  This  million  is  the  lowest  value  of  the  goods 
sent  to  Europe,  for  which  no  satisfaction  is  raade-"^ 

About  an  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year  is  also  re-  ^^"^ 
mitted  from  Bengal,  on  the  company's  account,  to  China ;  g|^ 
and   the  whole  of  the  product  of  that  money  flows  into  to 
the  direct  trade  from  Ohina  to  Europe.     Beside  this,  ^"^^ 
Bengal  sends  a  regular  supply,  in  time  of  peace,  to  tliose  S^\^ 
presidencies  which  are  unequal  to  their  own  establish* 
ment.     To  Bombay,  the  remittance  in  money,  bills,  of 
gOMids,  for  none  of  which  there  is  a  return,  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  a  year,  at  a  medium. 

The  goods,  which  are  exported  from  Europe  to  India,  ^|^ 
consist  chiefly  of  military  and  naval  stores,  of  clothing  m« 
for  troops,  and  of  other  objects  for  the  consumption  of  uSS^t* 
the  Europeans  residing  there;  and,  ei^cepting  sopne  lead,  ^^^ 
copper  utensils  and  sheet  copper,  woollen  cloth,  and 
other  commodities  of  little  comparative  value,  no  sort  of 
merchandise  is  sent  from  England,  that  is  in  demand  for 
the  waota  or  desires  of  the  native  inhabitants. 

When  an  account  is  taken  of  the  intercourse  (for  it  is  f^J^ 
not  coouiierce,)  which  is  carried  on  between  Bengal  and  in^mk- 
Eogland,  the  pernicious  eQTeots  of  the  system  of  invest-  ^^^ 
ment  from  revenue  will  appear  in  the  strongest  point  of 
view.     In  that  view,  the  whole  exported  produce  of  the 
country  (so  far  as  the  company  is  concerned)  is  not  ex- 
changed in  the  course  of  barter ;  but  is  taken  away  witk' 
out  any  return  •r  payment  whatsoever.     |n  a  commer- 
cial light,  therefore,  England  becomes  annually  bankrupt 
to  Bengal,  to  the  amount  nearly  of  its  own  dealing ;  or 
rather,  the  country  hassufiererf  whi^t  is  tantamount  to  an 
annual  plunder  of  its  maniifiictnres  and  its  produce  to 
the  value  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  poqnds. 

In  time  of  peace,  three  foreign  companies  appear  at  Hr 
^t  sight  to  bring  their  contribution  of  trade  to  the  8U|^  e^t^ 
ply  of  this  continual  drain.     These  are  the  companies  '^^ 
of  France,  Holland  and  Denmark.     But  when  the  object  ^^JHr 
is  considered  more  nearly,  instead  of  relief,  these  com-  «».•( 

*  Tbe  nle,  tfft  tlie  uaoant  of  mboot  ooe  hoadrcd  tboomad  pouodi  MnuaUr, 
9f  tbe  export  fru^reat  Britaio,  ought  to  be  dedaeted  from  Uilf  niyion. 
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ponies,  who  from  tbeir  want  of  autboritj  io  tlie  conDtr|t 
might  seem  to  trade  upon  a  principle  merely  commer^ 
cialy  will  be  found  to  add  tbeir  full  proportion  to  the  ca- 
lamity brought  upon  Bengal  by  the  destructive  system' 
of  the  ruling  power;  because  the  greater  part  of  the 
capital  of  all  these  companies,  and  perhaps  the  whole 
capital  of  some  of  them,  is  furnished  exactly  as  the 
British  is,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  country.  The  ci- 
¥il  and  military  servants  of  the  English  East  India  com- 
pany, being  restricted  in  drawing  bills  upon  Europe,  and 
uone  of  them  ever  making  or  proposing  an  establishment 
in  India,  a  very  great  part  of  theiv  fortunes,  well  or  ill 
gotten,  is  in  all  probability  thrown,  as  fa»t  as  required, 
into  the  casli  of  these  companies* 

In  all  other  countries,  the  revenue,  following  the  na^ 
lural  course  and  order  of  things,  arises  out  of  their  coB|r 
merce.  Here,  by  a  mischievous  inversion  of  that  order, 
the  whole  foreign  maritime  trade,  whether  English, 
French,  Dutch,  or  Danish,  arises  from^  the  revenues ; 
and  these  are  carried  out  of  the  country,,  wuthout  pror^ 
ducing  any  thing  to  compensate  so  heavy  a  loss. 
Fo-  Your  conunittee  have  npt  been  able  to  discover  the 

^^a.  entire  value  of  the  investment  made  by  foreign  compa- 
^t^it-  ^^^^*     ^"^  ^  ^^^  investment,  which  the  English  li^uit 
mentj.  India  company  derived  from,  its  revenues,  and  even  from 
its  public  credit,,  is  for  the  year  171'3  to  be  wholly  stop- 
ped, it  has  been  proposed  to  private  persons  to  make  • 
subscription  for  an  investment  on  their  own  accounts 
This  investment  is  to  be  equal  to  the  sum  of  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds.  Another  loan  has  been  also  made 
for  an  investment  on  the  company's  account  to  China,  of 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds.     This  makes,  a  million ; 
and  there  is  no  question,  that  much  more  could  be  rea- 
dily had.  for  bills  upon  Europe.     Now,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  whole  of  the  money  remitted  is  the  pro* 
perty  o£  British  subjects,  (none  else  having  any  interest 
in  remitting  to  Europe^)  it  is  not  unfair  to  suppose,  that 
A  very  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  what  may  find  its 
•    way  into  this  new  channel,  is  not  newly  created ;  but 
only  diverted  from  those  channels,  in  which  it  formerly 
ran,  that  is,,  the  cash  of  the  foreign  trading  companies. 
actbe        Beside  the  investment  niade  in  goods  by  foreigu  com- 
M  nt  to  psinies  from  the  funds  of  British  subjects,  these  subjects 
ciua^.    fif^YQ  been  for  some  time  in  the  practice  of  sending  ver}' 
great  sums  in  gold  ami  silver  directly  to  China  on  tlieli: 
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\^w\\  'dccouixi.  In  a  memorial  presented  to  the  governor 
geucral  aud  council,  in  March,  17()2,  it  appears,  that  the 
piijicipal  money  lent  by  British  subjects  to  one  company 
of  merchants  in  China  tlien  amounted  to  seven  millions 
of  dollars,  about  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterKng ;  and  not  tlie  smallest  particle  of  silver 
sent  to  Ciiiua  ever  returns  to  India.  It  is  not  easy  to 
determine  in  what  prgportions  this  enormous  sum  of  mo> 
ney  has  been  sent  from  ^ladras,  or  from  ISengal,  but  it 
equally  exliaustrs  a  country  belongiiig  -to  tliis  kingdom, 
whether  it  comes  from  the  one  or  from  tlie  other. 

But  tliat  the  gresitness  of  all  these  drains,  and  their  ^m■ 
eflfects,  may  be  .rendered  more  visible,  your  committee  iborc 
Lave  turned  their  consideration  to  the  employment  of  t!^t" 
ibo%e  parts  of  the  Bengal  revenue,  which  are  not  em-  ^^^;^ 

Eloyed  iu  the  company's  own  investments  for  China  and  v^^*^ 
iV  £urope.     ^Vhat  is  taken  over  and  al)ove  the  invests 
ment  (wiicn  an  investment  can  be  inade)  from  the  grosa 
revenue,  either  for  the  charge  of  collection,  or  for  civil 
and  military  establishments,  is  in  time  of  peace  two  mil- 
lions at  the  least.     From  the  portion  of  that  sum,  which 
goes  to  tJie  sup|K)rt  of  civil  government,  the  natives  are 
almost  wholly  excluded,  as  they  are  from  the  principal 
ttllectious  of  revenue.      Witji   very  few   exceptions, 
they  are  only  empk>yed  as  servants  and  agents  to  Euro- 
peans, or  in  the  inferior  departments  of  collection,' when    * 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  proceed  a  step  without  their     ' 
assistance,     r  or  some  time  afler  the  acquisition  of  the 
territorial  revenue,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  iwenty  auow 
thousand  pounds  a  year  was  paid,  according  to  the  stijpu-  l^^ 
latk)n  of  a  treaty,  to  the  nabob  of  Bengal  for  the  su|;h  ^^^^' 
port  of  his  government.     This  sum,  however  inconside- 
rable compared  to  the  revenues  of  the  ..province,  yet, 
distributed  tiirough  the  various  departments  of  civil  ad- 
Biinistmtioo,  served  in  some  degree  to. preserve  the  na- 
tives of  the  better  sort,  particularly  those  of  the  maho- 
medan  profession,  from  being  utterly  ruined.     The  peo- 
ple of  that  pereliasion,  not  lieing  so  generally  engaged  in 
trade,  and  not  having  on  their  conquest  of  Bengal  devest- 
ed the  ancient  Gentu  proprietors  of  their  lands  of  inher 
ritance,  had  for  their  chief,  if  not  their  sole  support,  the   ' 
share  oif  a  moderate  conqueror  in  all  offices  civil  and  mi- 
litary.    But  your  committee  find  that  this  arrangement 
was  of  a  short  duration.     Without  the  least  regard  to 
4he  subihtence  of  this  innocent  people,  or  to  the  faith 
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tf  the  agreement,  on  whicli  tliey  were  brouglit  under 
the  British  government,  this  sum  wis  reduced,  by  a  new 
^doe-    ^""^.^^y'  ^o  three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds ; 
w.       and  soon  after  (u])on  a  pretence  of  the  present  nabob's 
minority,  and   a   temporary  sequestration  for  the  dis- 
charge of  his  debfa)  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
pounds  :  but  when  he  iarriVed  at  his  majority,  and  when 
the  debts  ^ere  paid,  the  sequestration  still  continued-. 
'     And,  so  far  as  the  late  advictes  tnay  be  understood,  the 
allowance  \6  tlie  nabob  appears  still   to  stand  at   the 
reduced  sbm  df  bne  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds. 
jjj*'^       The  other  resource  of  the  Mahomedans,  and  of  the 
cw,     6entus  of  ci^riain  of  tlie  higJiet'  casts,  Wn^  the  army.  In 
this  army,  nine-tenths  of  Which  ^consists  of  natives,  no 
native  ot  Whatfever  description  holds  any  rank  higher  than 
that  of  a  svharfar  connnnnJatify  that  is,  of  an  officer  be- 
low the  rank  of  an   Ens^Usli  subf^lt^rn,  who  is  appointed 
to  each  company  of  the  native  soldiery. 

Your  cotnmittee  here  Would  be  understood  to  stat^ 

the  ordinary  establishment,  for  the  war  may  have  made 

^^--_    some  alteration:   all  the  honourable,  all  the  lucrative 

liTe      situations  of  the  army,  all  the  supplies  and  contracts  of 

pio.T-     whatever  species,  that  belong  to  it,  arc  solely  in   the 

j^JhJ    bandU  of  the  English  ;  so  tliat  whatever  is  beyond  th€ 

Sthl    '^^'■fe  subsistence  Df  d  commbn  soldier  and  some  officers 

Sfefc.     ^^  *  lower  rank,  togetljer  with  the  immediate  expenses 

of  the  English  ofecers  at  their  table,  is  sooner  or  later, 

I'tf'onie  shape  or  another,  f«ent  out  of  the  country. 

Such  was  the  state  lof  Bencjal  even  in  time  of  profound 
ptftce,  and  before  the  whole  weight  of  the  public  charge 
rell  upon  that  nrthappy  country  for  the  support  of  other 
parts  of  India,  which  had  been  desolated  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  contribute  little  or  nothi^  to  their  own  pro- 
tection. 

Tour  committee  have  giv^n  this  short  comparative  ac- 
Icoiint  of  th%  effects  of  tl<e  hiaratime  traffick  of  Bengal 
Mien  in  its  natural  slate,  and  as  it  has  stood  since  the 
prevalence  of  the  system  of  an  investment  from  the 
*^t*"5  revenues,  but  before  the  formation  laf  that  system, 
tride;  Bengal  tliti  by  no  means  depend  for  its  resources  on  its 
maritime  icommer^e.  iThe  inland  trade,  from  whence  it 
derived  a  very  gi^at  mpply  of  silver  and  gold,  and  ma- 
ny kinds  of  merchantable  goods,  was  very  considerable. 
The  higher  provinces  of  the  Mogul  empire  were  thea 
jpoptilous  and  opulent,  and  intercourse  to  an  inmenw 
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HWodat  was  carried  on  betweefi  them  and  ^ennL  A 
;reat  trade  alto  passed  thn>i]|^  these  provinces  irom  all 
the  conntries  on  the  fr<»tier  of  Persia  and  the  frontier 
pitnrhicea  of  Tartarj,  as  well  as  from  Surat  and  Ba< 
roach  on  the  irestera  side  of  India*  These  parts  opened 
to  Bengal  a  communication  with  the  Persian  Gulph  and 
with  ti^  Red  Sea,  and  throtigh  them  with  the  whole 
Tarkish  and  the  maritime  parts  of  the  Persian  empirei 
beside  the  commercial  intercourse  which  it  maintained 
with  those  and  many  other  countries  through  its  own 
seaports. 

Daring  that  period,  thie  remittances  to  the  tnoguPs 
treasary  from  Bengal  were  never  very  I&rge>  at  least  for 
any  considerable  time ;  nor  Very  regalarly  sent ;  and  th^ 
impositions  of  the  state  were  soon  repaid  with  interest, 
through  the  medhim  of  a  lucrative  commerce.  But  the 
disorders  of  t'ersia,  since  the  death  of  Kouli  Khan,  have 
wholly  destroyed  the  trade  of  that  country;  and  tbe 
trade  to  Turkey,  by  Judda  and  Bussorah,  which  Was  the  iod 
greatest,  and  perhaps  the  best  branch  of  the  Indian  trade,  m6 
h  very  much  diminished.  The  fall  of  the  throne  of  the  ^^^ 
mogoi  emperors  has  drawn  with  it  that  of  the  great  marts 
of  Agra  and  Delhi.  The  utmost  conAisbn  of  the  north- 
western provinces  followed  this  revolution,  which  was 
not  absolutely  complete,  lintil  it  received  the  last  hand 
from  Great  Britainv  Btill  greater  calamities  have  fallen 
upon  the  fine  provinces  of  Rohilcund  and  Oude,  and  on 
the  countries  of  Corah  and  Allahabad.  By  the  opera- 
tions of  the  British  arms  and  influence,  they  are  in  many 
places  turned  to  mere  deserts,  or  so  reduced  and  decay- 
ed as  to  aflbrd  very  few  materials  or  means  of  com- 


Buch  is  \he  *ct^  c6ndition  of  the  trade  ^f  Bengal,  ^ 
since  the  establishfUent  of  the  British  power  there.  The  g*^ 
tonnnerce  of  the  Camatic,  as  far  as  the  inquiries  of  your  cv- 
toramittee  haVe  extended,  did  not  ^^PP^r  with  a  better  ^^ 
taped,  even  before  the  invasion  tn  Hyder  Ali  Khan^ 
tad  the  conse(||lient  desolation ;  which,  for  many  years 
to  cone,  oMnt  exchid^  it  from  any  considerable  part  of 
the  trading  system. 

It  appears  on  the  examination  of  an  intelligent  person 
ooocemed  in  trade,  and  who  resided  at  Madras  for  seve- 
ral yean,  that,  <w  bis  arrival  there,  which  was  in  the 
year  1767,  that  city  was  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
of  the  first  marts  in  India;  but  wl^n  he  left  it  ii 
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K799  tbere  wbs  little  or  no  trade  remaining,  and  batons 
ship  belonging  to  tlie  wiioie  place.  Tiie  evidence  of  tiiia 
gentleman  purports,  that  at  iiia  Grst  acquaintance  with 
tlie  Carnatic  it  was  a  well  cultivated  and  populous  coua- 
try,  and  as  such,  consumed  many  articles  of  merchan- 
dise ;  that  at  his  departure,  lie  left  it  much  circumscrib- 
ed in  trade,  greatly  in  tiie  decline  as  to  populatbn  ami 
culture,  and  with  a  correspondent  decay  of  the  territo- 
rial revenue. 

Your  committee  find,  tliat  there  has  also  been  from 
Madras  an  investment  on  the  company's  account,  taking 
one  year  with  another,  very  nearly  on  the  same  prioci- 
pIeS|  and  with  tlie  same  effects,  as  that  from  Bengal ; 
and  they  think  it  is  highly  probable,  that,  beside  the 
large  sums  remitted  directly  from  Madras  to  China,  there 
has  likewise  been  a  great  deal  on  a  private  account,  for 
that  and  other  countries,  invested  in  the  cash  of  foreign 
and  European  powers  trading  on  tlic  coast  of  Coroman- 
del.  But  your  committee  have  not  extended  their  inqui- 
ries relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  countries  dependent 
on  Madras,  so  far  as  they  have  done  with  regard  to  Ben* 
gal-  They  have  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  condition 
is  rather  worse ;  but  if  the  house  requires  a  more  minute 
examination  of  this  important  subject,  your  comuiitteiQ 
IS  willing  to  enter  into  it  without  delay. 
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COMTAlll. 

lIiTUKRTO,  your  committee  has  considered  this  sys- 
tcu  of  revenue  investment,  subbtituted  in  the  place  of  a 
commercial  link  betweenindia  at)d  Europe,  so  far  as  it  af- 
fects India  only :  they  are  now  to  consider  it  as  it  affects 
the  company.  So  long  as  that  corporation  continued  to 
receive  a  vast  quantity  x>f  merchantable  goods,  without 
any  disbursement  for  the  purchase,  so  long  it  possessed 
wherewithal  to  continue  a  dividend,  to  pay  debts,  and  to 
contribute  to  the  State.  But  it  must  nave  been  alwajra 
evident  to  considerate  persons,  that  tliis  vast  e)Ltraction 
of  wealth  from  a  country,  lessening  in  its  resources  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  its  burthens,  was  not  cal- 
culated for  a  very  long  duration.  For  a  while,  the  com- 
pany's servants  kept  up  this  investment,  not  -by  impro^ « 
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m;  cooiiDerce,  tntimractQre,  or  agricoltare,  but  by  for- 
ciUy  raising  the  landHrents  on  the  principles  ttid  in  the 
■Muoer  hereafter  to  be  described.  When  these  extor- 
tjoos  disappointed)  or  threatened  to  disappoint,  expecta- 
tion, in  order  to  purtej  for  the  avarice  which  raged  in 
England,  they  soogbt  for  expedients  in  breaches  of  all 
the  agreements,  by  which  they  were  bound  by  any  pay- 
ment to  the  country  powers,  and  in  exciting  disturban- 
eer  among  all  the  neighbouring  princes.  Stimulating 
their  ambition,  and  fomenting  their  mutual  aniuKwitieS)- 
they  sold  to  them  reciprocally  their  common  servitndb 
and  ruin. 

The  governor  general,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  coun- 
cil, tell  the  directors,  ^  That  tbe  supply  for  the  invest- 
ment has  arisen  from  caswU  mA  extraordinarjf  resour^ 
ces,  which  they  could  net  expect  always  to  command*** 
in  an  earlier  minnte  he  expresses  himself  still  mcfre  dis- 
tinctly; he  says,  *'If  the  internal  resources  of  a  state 
£ul  it,  or  are  not  equal  to  its  occasional  wants,  wlience 
can  it  obtain  immediate  relief,  but  from  external  means  ?" 
Indeed,  the  investment  has  not  been  for  any  long  tim^ 
the  natural  product  of  the-  revenue  of  Bengal :  when  by 
the  vast  charge,  and  by  the  ill  return  of  an  evil  politic 
cal  and  military  traffick,  and  by  a  prodigal  increase  of  ee^ 
tablishmeots,  and  a  profuse  conduct  in  distributing  agen^ 
ties  and  contracts,  they  found  themselves  under  difficul- 
ties, instead  of  being  cured  of  their  imuioral  and  impo- 
litic delusion,  they  plunged  deeper  into  it,  and  were 
drawn  from  eipedieat  to  expedient  for  the  supply  of  the 
investment,  into  that  endless  chain  of  wars,  which  this 
house,  by  its  resolutious,  has  so  justly  condemned.  At 
home  tiiese  measures  were  sometimes  cowitenancedv 
sometimes  winked  at^  sometimes  censured,  bat  always 
with  an  acceptance  of  whatever  profit  they  aflR)rded.  ^ 
•  At  length  the  funds  for  the  investment  and  for  these 
wars  together,  couid  no  longer  be  supplied,  in  the  yen^ 
1778,  the  DTorisiGin  for  the  investment  from  the  reve^ 
Boea,  and  hrom  the  monopolies,  stood  very  high.  It  was 
estimated  at  a  million  four  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and 
of  iUi  it  appears  tiiat  a  great  deal  was  realizefd%  But 
this  was  the  iof^  flood^tide  of  the  investment ;  for  in 
that  year  they  announce  its  probable  decline ;  and  that 
such  extensive  supplies  could  not  be  continued.  The 
advaocea  to  tbe  board  of  trade  became  less  punctual, 
aad  flsanj  dkputea  arose  about  the  time  of^  making  thenH 
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dtfioipiipjri^^  ai|dfttii^'tbeir*  <9i  V!Hitoe«i:  bom>aiiiiiiite«i»#i 
iN9<aspfi0t^"  inHUtlfcfiri^^W?  tiaqr  rateitMiHViitnsiit 
still  higher.  But  tiieir  payments  becoming  less  aitt«lcif| 
l4gHidry>slid:ths  f^i^tMymg  asrsqr  altttesoppiies^  at 
lfliigllblMb*fUaftliiig%'iintD0oiniber^  1780^  •  deiioniicwt 
s^tiSfeiiof/ ap|nMdiiagidisioliitiiD  t^  thk  sjstem,  «Mi 
MfaKtfaeHlireclOTf  tfaati «^  He  boiA'tso  bigiiia  rtepeot4br 
&iir  sbaffaetsmto  MBBt  them/wtth  the  aMmgeirientisf  a 
{lptopunlDi|r- and  gtadual  •iittroduotioq  ta  an  vnpteaAig 
nff^t^i'Tlm^iti^M^^'only^B^bdmdial  infbtmi^a  he 
sfadl  hft7e'lo*O0aiia]Fii»'^faiUt^iatt#fv'^i«^Ii»  eonfideneet 
tlMMnfereyitfi  thsiPifiprtitafa^^hett*!!*  theln  withMt  eere^ 
mony,  ^' That  there  will  be  a  necessity  of  makii^t 
lii|p»red«ctioDpor.|ioiajU9^'a'iticil  MipeM  t^ir 

ilTf estssenti^i  tintt  they  ihad«IiiBtd!f  beea>redneed  t»  bot^ 
iMB  mtk  70a«M0  fDUDdsviTUs  tasiMroei:  (says  he) 
qlnoDt  .l8st<  it  anist  itease «lia  certiintperiod,  and  that 
pRrbapiik>tfap<Ititoidu''^-ort'- ••-  -m  7?:. 

iiHB;ifB8  silt  tiii^ak^  iQ'ihes  pfogndsilio.  i  Loanr  noir 
bieoomiDg-t3».  legiihv'raaaurceifiir'  rstridFiog  theinvest- 
nseilty  nhkMe  jrain  >fiiaB  nevitaUe,  tfatfcoanctt  unaUe  the 
hrardflf  trids^intAprii^  l78t|>ta>grao|^ertifi€ates  for 
glbverttnent  l»i«ds<«t>(^ht  pet  cent,  interest  for>about 
OMMiOOipoiMkui  atheinf«»tmeiit.f^  fixed  afe^^OOO 

'Bui  ii0fr^attotheo>9jati^ng«)rBtcni)ippeafod«  These 
Ofiir  sbodds  •veirlcBided  Aa  mshet^  tiaose  which  had' 
bf^niarmeriy.ttaiHd'iireft. -at.  »disi^^  the  board  oft' 
tsade^aS'dUigeilta^ad?aoo^uttiercfoM,^^  fi^  taote 
thM.llliial4othe>)BontnMamt/  fEhb  aeeniedrto^  Satisfy 
that^desttripliM  ofidealenuf!)$ittlr>aB!tfa0ae  who  bought 
oB'40»ilfi|rjitere  Jimital  itor^io  hfeitna:  of^mutaai  tidtan- 
ti^ and ibe  beodi  en  tfae^newisaoe fUiiog'fsofn threes 
cjg^  nine,  abd' tdo  per: €0 nt  idiscoiint)  /tlm 'agents  wete 
auable  ta  fornisb  ^at  the^usuali  pricl»»  '  AAK^Miingly^a 
dbcomit  isaar  isettkdi  oai  *sac^  terais  sbi  -coidd  be  made  ; 
tbe^biratrt  idsioDonty  and- that  at^tw»  places  oftly,  wiM  at 
foatipe^  cent,  tirtii^  wUKlfaeaateresl'olf^  the  boads, 
madet (besides ( thai icwiier  advtiice))aitirth^  leasts  tw^ve 
per  cent ■  addkbiwl  'ickan^^poa  all  'igbdds.  «'it  was  ^tm- 
dealythat  as  tbethrr^ataifeBt,'  instead  of  befaig  8i;qppi>rfed 
by  the  revenues,  W9S  sunk  by  the  £aj|  of  theif  credit  j 


$o  tlie  Bett  reveniies  were  dhniniahed  hj  the  dailj  accii- 
uudation  of  an  interest  accruing  on  account  of  the  in« 
rettment.  What  was  done  td  alleTiate  one  complaint 
thm  aggravating  the  other,  and  at  length  proving  perni- 
cious to  both^  this  trade  on  bonds  likewise  came  to  its 
period. 

Your  comttiittee  has  reas6n  td  think  that  the  bonds 
have  since  that  time  sunk  to  a  discount  much  greater 
even  than  what  is  now  stated.  Tlie  board  of  trade  jmtijr 
denominates  their  resource  for  tl»t  year  ^*  the  sinkii^ 
credit  of  a  psper  currency,  labouring,  from  the  uncomr 
moo  scarcity  of  specie,  under  disadvantsges  scarcely 
surmountable/'  From  this  thejr  value  themselves  **oa 
having  efiected  an  o^eurible  provision,  at  least  for  that 
inveatflaent."  For  1783  nothing  appeanl  even  osten- 
sible. 

By  this  fiultve  a  total  revolution  iensiied  of  the  most 
extraordinary  nature^  and  to  which  your  committee  wish 
to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  house.  For  the 
council  general,  in  their  letter  of  the  8th  of  April,  1782, 
after  stating  that  they  were  disappointed  in  their  expect 
tations  (how  grounded  it  does  not  appear)  *^  thought  that 
they  should  be  able  to  spare  a  sum  to  the  board  of  trade'' 
•—tell  the  court  of  directors  ^  that  they  had  adopted  i 
new  method  of  keeping  up  the  investment,  by  private 
subscribers  for  eighty  lacks  of  rupees,  which  will  find 
cargoes  Jot  their  ships  on  the  usual  terms  of  privilege, 
at  He  risk  of  the  individuals ;  and  is  to  be  repaid  td 
ttfiit  aecorimg  to  the  produce  €fthe  sales  in  England^^* 
And  they  tell  the  directors  that  ''a  copy  of  the  plan 
makes  a  number  in  their  separate  despatcnes  over  laud.'* 

It  is  impossible,  in  reporting  this  revolution  to  the 
house,  to  avoid  remarking  with  what  fidelity  Mr.  Hast- 
ings  and  hia  council  have  adhered  to  the  mode  of  trans- 
mittii^  their  accounts,  which  your  committee  found  itne« 
ceasaiy  to  mark  and  censure  in  their  first  report.  Its 
pernicious  tendency  is  there  fully  set  forth.  They 
Irere  peculiarly  called  oo  for  a  most  accurate  state  of 
their  affairs,  in  order  to  explain  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  such  a  scheme,  as  well  as  for  a  full  and  cor- 
rect account  of  the  scheme  itself;  But  they  send  only 
the  above  short  minute  by  one  despatch  over  land, 
whilst  the  cppy  of  the  plan  itself,  on  which  the  directors 
must  form  their  jndgment,  is  sent  separately  in  another 
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despatch  over  land,  WhIcK  has  WeT^ef  sirriVed.  A  (liirff 
despatch,  which  aUo  contained  th6  plan,  was  sent  by  st 
sea  conveyance,  imd  at+ived  latte.  The  dircclors  have', 
for  very  obvrous  rfehsoris,  drdered,  by  a  strict  injunction, 
that  tliey  should'send  rftipHrrr/es  of  aU  thcrr  de^rpatche* 
by  evert/  ship,  Tlie  spirit  of  this  rule  i>erhap3  ought  to 
extend  to  every  mode  of  Conveyance.  In  this  case,  so 
for  from  sending  a  drtnlicafte,  they  dd  not  send  even  on^ 
perfect'  account.  Thev  annotinee  a  plan  by  one  convey- 
ance, and  they  send  it  hy  andther  conveyance,  with 
otbcr  delays  ^nd  other  risks. 

At  length,  at  nearly  fbur  mdnths  distance,  the  plan 
has  been  received*;  and  appears  to  be  substantially  that 
which  had  been  announced,' but  defvcloping  in  the  parti- 
culars many  new  circumstanced '  of  the  greatest  Impor- 
tance.    By  this  plan  it  appears  that  the  subscription, 
even  in  idcaf  (ft  pretence,  is  not  (or  the  nse  of  the  com- 
pany ;  but  that  the  siibtcribcrs  arc  tinited  info  a  sort  of 
society  for  th^  rfemitHhg  their  private  fortunes:  the 
^is,  indeed,  are  s^  tdbe^  iriiipped  on  ilie  company* s 
attoimty  and  they  arc'directed  to  be  sold  on  th^  same 
accouiit,  and  at  the  ustial  periods  of  sale;  bift  afl^r  the 
payment  of  duties,  and  sifch  other  allowances  as  they 
<;hoose  to  make,  in  th<?  llth  article,  they  provide  **  that 
the  remainder  of  Hit  salts  sfiall  refifert  to  Hte  snbscrihtnfy 
and  be  declared  to  be  thHr  property,  and  divided  in  pro- 
portion to  Iheyr  resjiective  shares."     The  compensation 
whidi  they  allow  in  this  plan  to  their  ttiastei-s  for  their 
brokerage,    is,  that  if  (afler  deducting  all  the  charges 
trhich  they  impose)  "  the  amount  of  the  sates  shonld  bt 
foHnd  \6  exceed  two  sWIliogs  and  two  pencd  for  the  cur- 
ffent  rupee  of  the  invoice  account,  it  shall  be  taken  by 
the  company .'*     For  tlie  taanagement  of  this  concern 
in  Bengal  they  ciiob^ie  commissioners  by  their  own  autho- 
rity;    By  the  same  authority  they  form  them  into  a 
body,  they  pot  them  under  hiles  and  regulations,  and 
they  cnrpowijr  thfenV  al^o  to  mdke  regiilations  of  their 
own.  '  They  reniit,  by  the  like  authority;  the  duties  to 
which  all  ptivate'-tVidfe  is  subject,  and  they  charge  the 
whol6  eoncerh  #ithseveh  per  cent,  to'  be  paid  from  the 
ne't  produce^of  the  sales  in  England,  as  a  recoinpence  to 
the  Commissioners ;  for  this  the  commissionei*s  contract 
to  bear  all  th*^  charges  on  the  goods  to  the  time  of  shii)- 
ping. 

The  servants  having  fonncd  this  plan  of  trade,  and  a 
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mtw  copiinisiuoD  tor  the  conduct  pf  it^  on  their  private, 
accpuot — it  is  a  mattec  pf  4X>usuleratioa  to  know  who 
Xbe  coouni8»iooera  »re.  Th^y  turn  put  to  be  the  threa 
aenjor  s^rTants  oC  the  company's  l^gsiJ^d  of.trade^  who 
choose  to  take  upon  theoi  to  be  the  faclors  o£  others,  ibr^ 
large  itookunentSy.  whilst  they  repeiv^  sal^i^s  of.  two 
thousi^id  ppunfls  and  fifteen  huufirc^  pouods  a  year  froo}, 
the.  ciNopsiDy ,  As  tiie  company  have  np  other  Amil  than, 
tb^  new  inyeslnient,  from  whence  they  are  to  be  paid  for, 
tlie.care  of  their  servants'  prpperty^.  thi^s  coramis^ioji  apf|^ 
those  salaries  being  to  take  place  of  tl^ir  brokerage,  they. 
in  effect  r^oder  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for 
th^iD  to  deri^'e  advaoti^e  from  thejr  new  occupation. 

As  to  the  benefit  of  this  plan:  beside  preventing  the 
loss,  which  must  happen  from  th^  p>mpany's  alups  re- 
taruiog  eo^^ J  t^  Lurppe,  and  the  stopping  of  ell  trade 
between  India^nd  I^iglAnd^  the  author/i  of  ^t  staie^  tlat  it 
will  '*  opai  a  Htiif  (ikatuitl  o(*  remittance,  and  aJ[;«>li^i  thii 
practice,  by  pr^chiduig  the  necessity  of  remitting  jui/t 
vale  Js^rLutus  by  furdgn  hoUoms;  suid,  that  it  may  lead 
to  some  permamnt  mx}de  for  remittance  of  private  for* 
tunes,  and  of  combining  it  with  the  regular  provision  of 
the  company's  investmejit.  That  it  will  yield  sojnepro^ 
(it  to  the coQ^^i\y  withojiit  risk;  4pd  tlie  ualional.gain 
will  be  the  same  as  upon  the  regular  trade.'* 

As  to  the  combination.  9f  this  mode  of  remittance 
with  the  company's  iove3Lmentt  ^pthing  can  be  a(B|*med 
concerning  it  until  som^  si^tisfactpry  assurance  can  be 
held  oot«  thai  such  an  investment  can  ever  l>e  realized* 
Mr«  Hastings  and  the  gep.tlemenof  the  council,  have  noi 
sfibrded  any.  ground  (or  such  9^  expeciatjon.  That  the 
iodiaa  trade  may  become  a  permanent  vehicJe  of  the  pri- 
vate fortunes  of  the  company's  servants  is  very  proba* 
Ue ;  iliat  is,  as  permanent  as  the  means  of  acquiring  for* 
tunes  in  India;  but  that  sovfit  profit  will  accrue  to  the 
com[)aiiy  is  absolutely  impossiblCf  '^he  company  are  to 
l^ar  all  the  cliafge  oi^twa;*dd,  and  a  very  great  part  of 
tliat  homewards ;  and  their  only  compensation  is  the  sur- 
plus commission  on  the  sale  of  other  people's  goods. 
The  nation  will  nmloubtedly  avoid  great  loss  and  dctri* 
ment,  whiqh  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the 
total  cessation.of  tlie  trade  wi(li  liengal,  and  the  shipn 
returning  without  cargoes.  J3ut  if  thizt  temporary  exi>e* 
client  should  be  improved  into  a  system,  no  orcasion<d 
sdyantHges  to  be  derived  frumjt  would  be  siifljcienl  to 
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Mance  tb«  mitfcbiefs  ^  findiiig  a  great 
corpomtMi  tamed 'iftlo^v^hiela  for  reittittiDg*  if}'  Engi 
krc  the  prirate  fevtiiDde  4f  those  for  whose  beaefit  the 
territoriaf po^teifetofMr  in  ditdia  are,i  in  eflRMt -and  sub* 
stance,' under  4his  pro)ect/to  be  «o(efyheht.' 

B^  this  cfxtfaoi^diiiary  scheme^  the  o^iofsatyU  totaihf 
ovei'turned^  and  'SM  its '  relatioiis  invertedi  f^roai*  behir 
a  bodjT  eoneerned  ih  trade  oft  their  enraaceooaty  ana 
empl^ing  their  servants  as  factors,  tbeserrants  have^af 
one  stvoltie;  UiDe^  tl|e nt^hole  trade  into  their  own  hmdi^' 
on  their  otm  capita)  of  eight  faondred  thousand  poundsy 
at  their  dwn  risk;  aad'the  coatpanj  are  become  agenti^ 
and  factors  to  them,  to  sell  by  commisstoa  Meir  goodi^ 
for  (Inrir  profit. 

To  enable  yoor  tomnsitteeto  fbrni  some  judgment  ufM 
on  the  profit,  winch  may  accroeto  thecdknpany  from  Itir 
new  relation  and  etkiployment,  they  directed,  that  av 
ejstimate  should  be^made  of  the  probable  proceeds  of  an' 
investment  conducted  on  the*  principles  of  that  intended 
Uf  be  realised  for  1788;    By  this  estimate,''*'  which  is 


*  £sTiMATS  of  the  sale  amount,  ai^d  net  proceeds  in  Eog- 

tand,  of  the  cargoes  to  be  sent  from  Bengal,  agreeable  to 

'      thi  plan  receive  fry  Idttfer  dated  the  8lh  April,  1782.    ' 

This  calculation  supposes  the  80  lack  investments  will  be 
eqaal  to  the  ioun^ie  of  five  ships. 
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a  f .  The  tale  amobnt  Is  compated  on  an  arerage  oTthe  Sales  of  the  tKo 
laftyeanioiports*  ',.••. 

6.  2.  The  custom  ii  computed  on  an  average  or  what  was  paid  oo  piece 
goods  and   raw  silk  of  raid  imports,  adding  additional  impofitt. 

c  8.  The  phk»8  goinsout  oC  tiiis  SeatfoaTlTBU),  by  whicu  the  above  invest- 
ment is  expected  to  be  sent  botne,  are  takea  up  at  forty  •seven  poundf  five 
fbilliogs  per  ton  for  Uie  homeward  cargo  $  this  cbar^  amounts  to  thirty- 
five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteea  pounds  e«x:b  ship ;  the  additioaal  tra- 
ces to  the  men,  which  the  company  pay^  and  a  verr  small  charge  for  demur- 
rage, will  increase  the  freight,  &c.  to  forty  thousana  pounds  per8hip>  agreea- 
ble  to  the  above  estiosate* 

d  4.  The  duty  of  five  per  cent,  is  cliarffed  bv  the  company  on  tiie  gross 
eale  amount  of  nU  private  trade  liceosea  to  be  brought  from  India  ^thf- 


iDbjoiMd^  it ippean  to  youMloiBinittee,  t&tt  stfifair  AnIbi* 
aajr  rarplw.prcifit  froat  Uiis  IcansAclioDy  the  jB^neal^d-t 
ycatDr«ni<theiiiMlyas,:v]Mtead  •f*  reaijiiiiig  lino  sMIIhigtf 
and  tvojpoM*  the  rupee  (the  'stoockrd  -Ibey  £?dfoF  their 
payment,)  iviil^iKit  receive  :t)ie  4>M:  iliiUitig  HDdnine^ 
peooei  frhieb  m^  'um  utmofti  value  in'^ver^atr  Ibeniilit; 
ner  prehably  above  one  abiUing  ainl  fnre  pence.:'  •With' 
tUe  ccvtaui  loss  bciore  their  eyet)  it  ia-  impeeMble'lbafc 
tkjr  can -ever' QoiDpIete.  their  aobecvipttoorimleaaj.^y 
pfteageaaeDt  eoionj;  tbeOMeivess  they . sboaM  beable to» 
piwure  the  gooda  iW  lbeir>  own  ifccount  upon' other 
tienan  the»  those  on  wiNch  tUey  purchased  tfaein  foi^ 
their  mastera^  or  unleaa  Itaey  luivefoff  the  sappty  #f  the- 
companyy  on  their  hands,  a  quantity  of  gCMMh,  "which 
they  cannot  etbenriae  dispose  ^4.  Thisi  tatler  oasHf  ia 
aot  reij  impnibeble,  from  their  propoiing  to  tend  teH) 
•i&teeaths  of  the  whole  inveatoMilt  in  silk  x  whicbj  as  wiU« 
be  aeen  hereafter^  the  company  hiii  prohibited  to  be  aen<;< 
01  their  acconnti  as  e  diaadvaiitagetes  ai<liole."Notbing4i 
bet  the  sermanta  being- oTOtloaded, . can  ^ati^eelly . ee^^i 
count  for  their  choice  of  so  great  a  proportion  of  so  du« 
bioua  a  commodity, 

Oatbe  state  made  by  two  reports  of  a  commit t^  of 
the  general  cpurt  in  l7tt2y  their  afiairi  were  even  rthen 
reduced  to  a  low  ebb.     But  under  the  arrangement  eo- 
nouDced  by  Mr.  Hastings  and'hi^  colleagues,  it  does  aot 
appear,  after  this  period  of  the  servants'  investment, 
from  what  fund  the  proprietors  are  to  make  any  dividend  ■ 
at  all.    The  obfects  of  the  saioy  from  whence  the  divir- 
dend  is  to  arise,  afe  not  (AeiV goods :  they  stand  dtfcournt-^' 
aUe  to  others  for  the  wlioie  prbtmble  produeet     The  * 
state  of  the  company's  commerce  will  therefore  become 
an  object  of  serious  consideration ;  an  affatr^  as  your 
committee  apprehends,  of  as  much  difficulty  as  ever  tried 
the  faculties  of  this  house.     'For  on  the  one  hand  it  «l^ 
plain,  that  the  system  of  providing  the  company's  im- 
port into  JSurope,  resting  almost  wholly  on  an  invest- 
ment  from  its  territorial  revenues,  has  failed:  during'  ite 

•mnnt  of  tliii  duty  is  flie  011I7  beneit  tbe  eompany  me  UleJf  M  treciire 
ffDfli  the  mltacriiition  investment 

e  9.  This  ctuirce  U  fikewif^  mudc  oit  pKvtte  tfftde  eoods,  and  ii  litUe  (If 
nytfciaS)  mott  tbao  the  renl  expcnue  the  emnpatofare  mt  on  sccomit  of  the'^ 
Mdne,  therefore  no  benefit  will  probably  ftrite  to  the  company  from  it  on  tbtf  > 
aleoT  the  aM  hivertnteiit 

/S.  This  if  tbe  nm  which  will  probably  be  realised  in  Enjrland,  aod  it 
Q^hreqoal  to  one  sbilUng  and  five  ponce  per  rupee,  on  tbe  eiglity  lacki  rib- 
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cMtbaaiKSe  it  h^m  supported  on  principle!  ^tal .  to  ib« 
prosperity  :of  that  conulry.  On  tUe  ot^r  haad,  if  tlMI 
nomittal  commerce  of  the  cemp«pj  i«  suffered  to  be  <:a»« 
ried  on  for  the  ac^uat  of  the  •ex?anta  abroad^  by  ia-v 
veatiag  the  emolumenta  made  in  their  atationa,  theao 
emoliiineDta  are .  therefore  inclusively  aotlioriaed,  aod« 
"witb  tfaeoi  the  ,prai;licea  fvom  which  they  accrue.  AU- 
parliamentary  attempts:  to  reform  thia  syatem  will  be 
coatradictary  to  ita  inatitution*  l(y  for  instance,  five, 
buiidred  thouaaud  pounds  sterling  annually  be  necessary, 
for  this  kind  of  investment^  any  regulation  which  may 

Sr^ent  the  acquisition  of  that  aam  operates  against  the 
Kvestment)  which  ia  the  end  pvopoaed  by  the  plan. 
On  this  new  scheme  (which  is  neither  calculated  for 
ftfature  sectirity  aor  for  a  present  relief  to  the  compa^ 
Of)  it  is  not  viaiUe  in  what  Aianner  the  aettlementa  in 
ludia  can  be  at  all  upheld.'  The  gentieiiien  in  employ^ 
nMuta  abtpadicaU  for  the  , whole  produce  of  the  year's 
inveatment  from  Bengal :  but.  for  the  payment  of  tho 
counter-iaveatment  from  Europe^  which  ia»  for  the  (ar 
greater  part,  seat  out  for  the  support  of  their  power^  no 
provision  at  all  is  made :  tliey  have  not,  it. seems,. agreed 
that  it  should  be  ohafged  to  their  accoiintt  or  that  any 
deduction  aboaid  be  made  for  it  from  the  pipduce  of 
their  sales  in  Leadenhall-streef ^  How  far  sud^  a  sclieme 
ia  preferable  to.  the  tptaji  sup{)enaion  of  trade,  your  comi^ 
mtttee  caaopt.  positively ^/deteradinie.  In  aU  likelihood^ 
eairaordioary'  expedienfci  W^te  necesaary ;  but  the  causea 
wJijch  induced  tUa  iUaQl^saily  ou^hti  to  be  aiore  fully  .  in- 
qoinad.hito^for  tbe  LsMtAtQp:  in  ^aeries  of  conduct  may 
be- juatififible  upon  firiiieiplat  thi^t  auppo^  great  blame  14. 

those  which  preceded  it-  :«         ... 

After  yoqc  oommitteeibadimade  the  foregoing  obsef* 
vajUoaft4&poB.the  f^aaiof  Mt^  libating^  and  bia colleagues 
tcananritted  to  the  court  oC  ^ireotora»  an  ex^tract  of  the 
Madras  consultations  was  a  few  days  ago  laid  before  u^< 
This  extract: contains  a  latter  from  the  .governor  gene- 
ral and  jQQiiBcil  of  Bei\gal  to  the  preaideucy  of  fort  St. 
George,  which  afiords  a  very  striking,  though  to  your 
committee,  by  no  meana  an  unexpected  picture  of  the 
instalnlity  of  their  opinions  and  conduct.  On  *  the  8th 
of  April  the  «ervanta  had  regularly  formed  and  digested 
tlie  above-mentiobed  plan,  which  was  to  form  the  basis 
far  the-inveltment  of-  their  own  (briupes,  and  to  furoieh 
the  sole  meaivr  of  Ihe  cemmercial  esi<>tence  of  their 
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UMtapsi-  Before  tb«'  imb^  tfct  following  Majr^  whteh 
f«  tbe  ckte  of  their  lett<^  'to  Maflras,  they'lnfbrtn  Lord 
Ahcarttiey  tiiat  they- Irad  fundiitn^tdl^f' tittered  tM 
wfiole '  scheme.  "  iMtead  (say  Ihej)  of  allowing  ih6 
si4>«»^ribers  tt>  retain  aa  iDtereat  in*  the  gdods,  they  ard 
to  be  fffoTided  entirely  on  account  df  th^  coiiipany;  and 
trainporf^  ^  then-  rUk-^  and  the  siibaiiriberfl,  instead  of 
receiving  certificates  payable  obt  of  the  prodU<!e  of  the 
sales  in  flinrope,  are  to  be  granted  recefpts  on  the  j^y-^ 
ment  of  their  aclrances,  bearing  an  interest  of  eigbt  per 
c«nt.  per  anmiiti,  until  exchanged  for  dradght^  oti  tb<i 
rdurt  ^  dh«(rtors;  pajrable  three  hundred  ^nd'4\%tyS¥6 
days  afMi*  sight,  At  the  rate  df  two  shillings  per  current 
ropee,  which  draughts  nhttll  be  granted  in  the  proper 
time  of  three^ighths  df  the  amonnt' subscribed  on  thd 
SIst  of  De^^em^r  nextj  and  the  re^iahimg  flve^elghtha 
oa  the  Sfst  df  Dedediben  I7dd.'' 

The  phn  of  April  d^Testa  the  cdmpanjr  of  tl\  prw* 
petty  in  Bengal  goods  transported  to  Europe;' tint  in 
recoaapence  they  are  freed  from  all  the  riA  ande!)tpense, 
they  are  not  loaded  with  Interest,  and  they  are  not  em- 
karrassed  with  bills.  The  plan  of  May  rehiitates  them  ' 
ih  tfaeir  old  relation,  but  in  return,  their  revenues  in  Ben^ 
gal  are  charged  with  an  Interest  of  eight  per  cent«  oti 
the  sum  subscribed,  ifntil  bills  shall'  be  drawn.  They 
are  made' pillar  fetors  of'-  cargoes  purchased  tinder  tbo 
disedipantage  of  that  hi^erest  at  their  own  basard.  They 
fire  subjected  to  all  losses,  and  they  are  inroived  tn  Ktt^ 
rape  fer  payment  of  biltoio  the  amoimt  of  eighty  lacks 
of  rupeesv'at  two  shilffngs  the  rupee,  tlfat  is,  in  bills  (ot 
H^fhnndred  ihousaod'pohiids  sterling.  .  It  is  probably 
en  account  of  the  previous  intei^trt^  df  eight  per  cent, 
that  th^  value  of  the  rupee  dn  this  scheme  is  reduced. 
M i^.  ttastingsi  und  bis  coUsagnes  aunonnce  to-  (jord  Ma^ 
eartdeylio-bf her  than  tiie  foregbing  alteration  in  tbeif 
plan. -^  .-.'  i.-  -....•.  r- .  ,■'-■. 

'""It'Ia  dSMnMagirtg  to  attempt  any  adrt  ofobMrtatioti 
eifpiifenk  tftu^^^lng  tbeti*  principle^  whilst  their  merits 
ii«  under ^itanki option.  The  jadgment  formed  on  th^ 
fcfheme  of 'April  has  nothing  to  do  with>  tbe  prtiject  of 
May. '  Yohf  cdmmittee  has  not  suppi^essed  any  part  of 
theiPwfl^ctidna' wlkich  occurred  to  them  on  tbe  fdra^er  ef 
tbese  plami  ^  firdt, 'because  the  company  knows  of  no 
otfierby  awy  regular  *transmlssionR;  secondly,  because 
M  is'by  no  meann  eertaiUj  that,  before  tbe  evpiratiou  of 
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June  the  governor  general  and  ooooeil  mmf  not  rerei't 
to  tbe  pbui  of  April.  TbeyMp^kof  tbat  pUo  as  likely 
to  be  (pt  inak^a  fert  of  ose  Ifait  tliali  be)  permanenL 
Manjr  reaaoiui  are  aHegad  by  ita*  autbora  in  its  favour^ 
grounded  on  tbe  atata  of  tbeir  •flkira ;  oooe  whatever 
are  aaiignaH  for  Ihe  aiteration;  it  ia»  iadaed»  noralij 
certain,  that  paiaona  «rIio  had  moo^  to  reniitHiust  have 
made  the  aaaM.  caicublioa,  which  haa  been  made  by  tlie 
directi6aa  of  your  conuuittee,  and  the  reault  mnat  have 
been  eipiaUy  clear  to  then ;  whidi  ia,  that  iniltead  of 
realiang  two  ahiitbga<^id  two  pence  tiie  nqpee  on  tlieir 
aubacriptiooy  aa  they  projpeaed,  they  conU  never  hope 
to  see  more  than  one  auilling  find  nine  pence*  Thia 
calcnlation  probably  aliook  the  main  piliat  of  the  preset 
of  ApriL  But  on  the  oUMr  haod»  aa  tbe  aubicriDera  to 
the  second  scheme  can  have  no  certain  aasurance  that 
the  company  will  accept  bilb  so  br  exceeding  tbeir  al^ 
lovance  in  this  particular^  the  necessity  of  remitting 
their  fortunes  may  beat  them  back  to  their-  old  ground. 
The  Danish  company  was  tlie  only  means  of  remitting 
which  remained.  Attempts  have  been  nrnde  with  suc- 
cess, to  revive  a  Portugof  se  ttade  for  that  purpose.  It 
ia  by  no  m^ans  clear,  whether  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  col- 
leagues will  adhere  to  either  of  Ihe  foregoing  plans ;  or# 
indeed,  whether  any  inveatment  at  all  to  that  amount 
can  be  realised  {  because  nothing  but  the  convenience  of 
remitting  the  gains  of  British  sufa^ts  to  London  can 
sonport  Bija^  of  these  projects. 

The  situation  of  the  company  under  this  perpetual 
variation  in  the  aystem  of  their  investment  is  truly  per* 
nlexipg.  The  manner  in^  which  they  arrive  at  any 
Knowledge  of  it,  is  no  less  so.  The  letter  to  Lord  Ma- 
cartney, by  which  the  variation  ia  discovered,  was  not 
Intended  for  transmission  to  the  directors.  It  was 
merely  for  the  ioform^iioo  of  those  who  were  admitted 
to  a  share  of  the  subscription  at  Madras.  When  Mr. 
Hastings  sept  tiiis  information  to  tliose  subscribers,  he 
tnight  well  enough  have  preaomed  an  event  to  happen^ 
which  did  tiapjien  |  that  is,  that  a  vessel  migiit  be  de- 
spatched from  Madras  to  li^irope ;  and,  indeed,  by  that 
and  by  every  devisable  means,  he  ought  not  only  to  have 
apprized  the  directors  of  this  most  material  change  in 
the  plan  of  the  investment,  bat  to  have  entered  fully 
into  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  his  making  it. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  ships  which 
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b^m^hlm  Hn^iiii  -the  |te  #f  the  Sth-of  AfMrtl, 
ltt«iLih»^lN«alllaliL«llf  l«toflfa]i^  Ifltephaiige 
hiAiNN»JB  etntwil^ciiio  te  atgr  tioie.bdbn  Ibe  li3lh 
o(fA|i»i^wti|i9ih9(»«iioi^lMV«l  wflcedlo-ie^  ao- 
4MMt4£i iWMd.il  •■light  bire  arrived^ along  with  the 
|^i»  ariuch  il«ffe.ctedl  K  -Ihnpifiire^  meh-  ai  ohaoga  waa 
iMgptrtion  ktfiMtt  th»«ailiig  irf .  tlMr-ahqp%)  aad  yett  naa 
nnor#>lad^riHM»it  iwght  h<a^  baaa  comauaieatad,'  ^tba 
iHjHinlaunt  tia'^eaMumMer  It  ja^^notkqp^obiUe  that 
aaaaa^  flhaaga  of  the  Jmh^  araaiflttde  pr  meditated  before 
tfcaitailing.^^thii  ahipa4br  JBurapa  » loir  it  ia  hardly  to 
ha^imgiaady  tftat  Teaaooa  arhal^  onbolced  for  ahmdd  ap* 
piiai  for  aalti||g*arfde«ip^o»  eoQcevBing  Ibe  ancceaa  of 
wbidt^ithtf'camdl-eaBaiBi.tieaiMd  ao-varjr  confideat; 
ttat  ^vMir^^iiaiahoddobe  tpaapoaad  ;<  thai  ita  merita 
diPiM'WtdiaciMed-attoag  the 'inoBiad' aaeb)  that  it 
ibadd  the  ^wkiplad  an;  cagneil^  and  Hiffioially  riyady  for 
t|aaaanaaiQ»  tt  Madraa  iattwetw  ar  lliirtaen  days.  In 
lbia*|pttrpl«aity^  pbai.aDdof  traaaoiisaiafi,  tbrtsourtcif 
dfBtctaia  DlaffibmetmadaaftarfaBg^BMiptaf  their  iffiira 
o«  .tltagaDQadtporktaf  tba  firat^ac^iaacie,  arhieb  waa/iffi- 
cilJIy  Md  M^iiMfcieaMy *  Q«n¥e7«d  to  them.  The  fon- 
diaBMAid-akaialiaa.'^f  that  (das  ia  ladia  might  require' 
^IMtbaAirfiai'veigrdiSateiil  kiodiii  Kc^and;  vbieh  the 
naangimaati  UHUnt  is  fjaaanqoence^  ^  the '  firat  mig^t 
laaka  ii  dMhrnU, .  if  aat  jmpoaaible  >  to  execute.  Wlmt 
OMMt  additai  liia' caaiJatiPO  it^  thaft  the  aitemtion  haa  not 
the  regular  and  official  authority  of  theonfinal  plan,  aod 
nagr  k{a  frtaimed-to  iadicate  with  certainty  •  nothlDg 
laaaa  thui  itbat  .the*  bmiacaa  itf  again  -  afloat^  and  that  no 
aahraaa  ia  Aialljp  dbtormioed  on*  TkiSkthe  company 
iiJttCttWilkmit  any  filed  data  upon  which  they  caa  make 
a  rat1o»al  djaaaaitionof  ^  their  affairab' 
fiTbe  Act <#f  that-  the>  principiea  and locoaomy  of  the 
cocipany'«  tiade  bave  beeii  so  coaiplela^  eornipted  by 
taiaiiBg  ik  Jito  a^ehkde  for  tributei  that  whenever  cir* 
GamabuMea*ff«K|aii!eit:tobe  replaced  again  upon  a  bot- 
tom Mvi^  .oommavcial,  -bardly  any  thiqg  but  •eenfuaion 
aodidMMotacaja'betexpeeted  as  the  fimt.reBult8«  Byen 
befae  thejaofwaiition  of  "the  territorial-  reveaies,  the 
ijpatemof/tbe  oompaay'a  coaNnerce  was  not  formed  up- 
SB  principlea'tfae  most  Cavoorable  tO'  its  prosperity  ;  for 
vUstfOn  the  oae  band,  timt  body  received  encoorage- 
ment  by  royal  and*  parliamentary  chart ers,  waa  invested 
VI.  .  f  8  ) 
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with  several  ample  privileges,  and  even  with  a  delegation 
of  the  most  essential  prerogatives  of  the  crown ;  on  the 
other,  its  commerce  was  watched  with  an  invidious  jea- 
lousjr,  as  a  species  of  dealing  dangerous  to  the  national 
interests.  In  that  l^ht,  with  regard  to  the  company's 
imports,  there  was  a  total  prohibition  bom  domestic 
use  of  the  most  considerable  artieles  of  their  trade  ;  that 
is,  of  all  silk  st^ffi^  and  stained  and  painted  cottons^ 
The  British  market  was  in  a  great  measure  interdicted 
to  the  British  trader.  Whatever  advantages  might  arise 
to  the  general  trading  interests  of  the  kingdom  by  this 
restraint,  its  East  India  interest  was  undoubtedly  injured 
by  it.  The  company  is,  also,  and  has  been  from  a  very 
early  period,  oblq;ed  to  famish  the  ordnance  with  a  quan* 
tity  of  saltpetl^  at «  certain  prme,  without  any  reference 
to  the  standard  of  the  maiketSi  either  of  purchase  or  of 
sale.  With  regard  to  their  export,  they  were  put  also 
under  difficulties  upon  v^  mistaken  notions ;  for  they 
were  obliged  td  eiqport  annually  a  certain  proportion  of 
British  manufactuTes,  even  thougli  they  should  find  for 
them  in  India  noae,  or  but  an  unprofitable  want.  This 
compulsory  export  might  operate,  and  in  some  instances 
has  operated,  in  a  manner  more  grievous  than  a  tax  to  the 
amount  of  the  loss  in  trade.  For  the  payment  of  a  tax 
is  in  general  divided  in  unequal  portions  between  the 
vender  and  consumer,  the  lar^t  part  falling  upon  the 
latter.  In  the  case  before  us,  tbe  tax  may  be  as  a  de^d 
charge  on  the  trading  capital  of  tbe  company. 

The  spirit  of  all  these  regukUiois  naturally  tended 
to  weaken,  in  the  very  original  constitution  of  the  com-^ 
pany,  the  main  spring  of  the  ^ommereial  machine,  the 
principles  of  prcfii  anA  loss.  And  tbe  misehief  arising 
from  an  inattention  to  those  principles  has 'Qonstantly  in^ 
creased  with  the  inerease  of  its  power.  For  when  thje 
company  had  acquired  the  rights  of  sovereignty  in  In^ 
dia,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  tbat^e  attention  to  pro- 
fit and  loss  would  have  increased.  The  idea  of  remit- 
ting tribute  in  good^  naturally  produced  an  indiffibrence 
to  their  price  and  quality ;  the^oods.themselves  appear- 
ing little  else  than  a  sort  of  package  to  the  tribute. 
Merchandise,  taken  as  tribute,  or  b^giit  iq  lieu  of  it,  can 
never  long  be  of  a  kind,  or  of  a  price  fitted  to  a  market 
which  stands  solely  on  its  commeircial  reputation.  The 
indifference  of  the  mercantile  sovereign  to  his  trading 
advantages  naturally  relaxed  the  diligence  Qf  bis  subor« 
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diimte  ftctor*tihi^aitrate8,  through  all  their  gradations, 
and  in  all  their  flanctionB ;  it  gave  riae,  at  least  ao  far  as 
the  principle'  was  concerned^  to  mvch  neglect  of  price 
and  of  goodne^  in  their  purchaaea.  If  ever  they  showed 
any  extntordinarjr  degrees  of  'accuracy  and  Belection,  it 
wootd  naturally  be  in  ikvoar  of  that  interest  to  which 
they  could  D^t  beindtflferent*  The  company  might  suf- 
fer abdre,  tfaenaiitea  might  suflbrbeloir ;  the  intermedi- 
ateparfy  tnust  profit  to  the  paejudice  of  both* 

Tour  comnuttee  are  of  opimon  that  the.  company  is 
Bbw  arrived' at  tJiat  point  when  the  inveatment^frooisur- 
ploa  revthtie,  er  from  the  spoil  of  war  ceasing,  it  is  be« 
come  miieb  more  Mcessary  to  fix  its  commerce  upon  a 
commercial  basis. '  And  this  opinion  led  your  committee 
txjf  a  detaHed  review  of  all  the  articles  of  the  Indian  traf- 
fick  upon  which- tlie  profit  and  loss  was  steady ;  and  we 
hive  dioseo  a  period  of  four=  years,  during  the  4^ntinu- 
anceof  the  revenue  investment,  and  prior  to  any  bor- 
iowin|,  or  any  eltmordinary  drawing  of  bills,  in  order 
to  find  out  hc^  far  the  tnide^  under  circnmstanoes  when 
ft  will  be  necessary  to  carry  it  on  by  borrowio^,  or  by 
blBs,  or  by  exportation  of  b«iUiony  can  be  sustained  in  the 
fccner  course,  00  a»  to  secure  the  capital,  and  to  afibrd  a 
reasonable  dividend.  And  your  cx>mmktee  find  that  in 
the  first  fetfr  years  the  investment  from  Bengal  amounted 
to  4,176,5351.;  upon  2,26(1,2771.  there  was  a  gain  of 
186,0771.  and  upc^  1,916,248i.  a  loss  of  705,5661.;  so 
that  the  excess  of  loss  above  gain,  upon  the  whole  of 
the  foregoing  capital,  was  in  the  four  years  no  less  than 
519,2291. 

If  the  trade  were  cqnfined  to  Bengal,  and  the  com-* 
pany  were  to  trade  on  those  ternm  upon  a  capital  bor« 
rowed  at  ei^t  per  cent.  Indian  interest,  their  revenues 
in  that  province  would  be  soon  so  overpowered  with 
debt,  that  tboae  revenues,  instead  of  supporting  the  trade, 
wovld  be  totally  destroyed  by  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  company^  traded  upon  bills,  with  every  advantage, 
fcrfinNn  being  in'a  condition  to  divide  the  smallest  per- 
centege,  their  bankruptcy  here  would  he  inevitable. 

Toor  commrttee  then  turned  to  the  trade  of  the  other 
fiMrtoriea  and  presidencies,  and  they  constantly  found, 
that  as  the  powe#  and  dominion  of  tlie  company  was  less, 
tiieir  profit  on  the  goods  was  greater.  The  investments 
sf  Madras,  Bombay,  and  Beucoolen,  have,  in  the  forego- 
ing four  years,  upon  a  capital  of  1,151,1762.  had  a  gain 
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upon  tfae  whole  of  820,022/.  Tile  greateBt  of  all  b  that 
of  Bencooleny  which,  on  a  capital  "Of  78,67  li.  prodaced 
A'  profit  of  1#7,7ML  TIm,  howerer,  is  hot  a  small 
brtnch  of  ti»  ^ontpaig^'a  trade*  Tlie  trade  to  Chiiia, 
on  a^^ital  »ftJ1;^17v4iM.  prockiced  an  excese  of  gaia, 
aaooa&thig  lo  974,096/.  wfaiobia  obont  fifty  per  ceat. 
Boi'iiicb  waa^Hieevil  influence  of  the  Bei^gal  iivreat- 
meut^  that'aot  onljT  thepeofitaof  theCShiiffise  trade,  but 
of  ftil  the  lucratiire  bnmdbes  taked^  together,  were  ao 
aunk  and^iogaVMi  hi  it/  that  the  whole  pNifit  on  a  capital 
of'rvM5,lM/;.  t«aoh0d!t»  oomore  tfnai  064,4891.  that 
is,  to  l^i^WL  lesathaa  the  profit  oa  the  C^hioeae  trade 
alone ;  lessthan  tfae  :tolal  pofiis  oa  the  gainful  trades 
tafcen^  togethei*,  620,9991.: 

^  It  ill  vtry  rimarkaUe  that  in  th»  year  I77B,  when  the 
Beiigal  tntestaieniatood  at  the  highest^  that  is,  so  high  as 
l\2S^dl8L  though  the  Chiaese  trade  produced  an  ex- 
eess  of  gain  in  that  year  of  209t,248L  aad  that  no  loss 
of  moment-  could  be  added  to  that  of  Benpl  (except 
iboot  46,000Jli  on  (tie  Bombay  trade)  the  whole  profit  of 
a  capital  of  2^040,7671.  amouarted  only  to  the  sum  of 
9,480L 

t,  vp^  cireurngtaoces  of  the  time  hame  rendered  it  neoes- 
iMiry  to  caM  ap  a  vigoroea  att<eation  lo  tiiis  state  of  the 
trade  of  the  compmy  between  Eaiope  and  India. 


ll^TBRIfAL  TRADB   OF   aENOAL. 

The  internal  trade  of  Bengal  has  next  attracted  the 
inquiries  t>f  yovr  commit  tee^ 

'"  'fhe  great  and  Tsduable  art'icles  of  the  companjr's  in- 
Tsstment,'  drawn  from  the  articles  of  internal  trade,  are 
raur  ailk^  atid  various  descriptions  of  piece  goods  made 
of  silk  iind  cotton.  These,  art icfes'  are  not  under  any 
formal  monopoly  *,  her  does  the  company  at  present  ex- 
'^eiM  9u  declared  right  of  pr^-emption  with  regard  to 
th^m.  Bat  it  does  not  appear  that  the  trade  in  these 
particulars  is- Or^  can  be  peifeetly  free ;  not  so  much  on 
account  of  any  direct  measuree  taken"  to  prevent  it,  as 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  coantry,  and  the  manner 
of:  earrying  on  business  there.  ¥ot  the  present  trade, 
even  in  these  articles)  is  built  from  the  ruins  c(  old  mo* 
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hi  and  Bfe-^mpliaiM)  aod  neceisarilf  pvtaktt  of 
litee  of  Ite  malemhk 

ffder  to  livMr'in  wkit  maoMr  mamifiMitwai  aid 
ilMJOMiittttkdcoiilrihitetottiiepioqpttril^  tbt 
M^  jvttrtxBittitleeendiivei^ilprojpttf  tota^  ia 
ahoei  ythprtgeaeril }nmr of  tliB  progr«iHl:«f  tke 
mpolk]^  with  KlatiiMi'Coihe  QOBQMDM  of  Beagilt 
li»«ewidi«lBgltiiid  gradatiionr^jnw^  it  Iim 
tbHHii^t  mtoito*ictiial  MaUi^i  iWauides.or  llNite, 
fcMiioMifc>ly  liiiMi'COMaBaxe  hit  ■igpie^^wiM  bt 
Anndr  or  fpMiler.detaU^ under itlie4iilSaot«lia^  of 
»«lgecM  i^ok  Iiiro.ciMiy  sliffivodll^-ih^ 
i^m^  Ib9  tiitte  of  ik^.  nogA  gmrgiimnouty  Ibe  pruip 
if  that  nee,  who  omitted  Dbtl&gJNr.thOfOlieoimg^ 
imK  tOBMenie;  ia* their  d#HteMPi%''betlo«ed:  veiy 
'^▼ilogw  jmd  immuiiities  OB  the  fiS^gjUUk  Beet  lor 
liiiiteaiif »■  oiLettpliDg  them  from  ■evend\  AitieCf.  to 
ktheir  nMlonMiQni  edbjocts  iiemliBbleb  The  emh 
^\dmtuekf  or  poBaport,  eecoBtd  to.  then  this  ok* 
iMiet  all  the  cottom-hoimaaiid  tollbateoivtbe  oooiir 
vAShto  compaoy  neit  heing  ibt0»  or^4iDt  sbooring  to 
k  we  of  their  privilege  to  the  fuU  extent  to  wfakb  it 
I IM  earned)  iadnlgdl  their  aerrairta  vitki  i|«aiified 
if  4har  pe»pflrt ;  aeder  whichy  aod  ia  Ahe  name  of 
90Hifany,  thajr  carried  on  a.  p9m4o  trader  either  bf 
or  in  Bocietj  wilh  natives ;  and  thoa  fonnd 
Ltion  for  the  tcanty  allowances  made  to  them 
heir  maaters  in  England.  As  the  country  govern* 
:  was  at  tliat  tioae  in  the  fullness  of  its  strength,  and 
this  inmiunity  existed  by  a  double  connivance,  it 
iwtmsllji  kept  within  tolerableiUmits*-  ^ 
Bl  by  the  revolution  in  1757«  the  eompany'a -servants 
fasiA  a.  mighty  ascendattt  ov«r  fthe  native  [mices  of 
pi^  sHm  owed  their  ekvatmi  to  the  British  arms* 
oinpeny,  which  was  new.  to  .thaiJcbidof  power, 
■Mr  yet  thoroughly  apprised  of  ito  'aeal^character 
ritMtkNB,  considered  itself  still  i«  a  trader  io  the 
ttgim  •fa  (breign  potentati^skiuWpiaBperity of 
levCQttBtry  it  bad  neither  intorest :  not  duty.    The 

.with  the  same  ideasy  followed  their  fof  tune  in 
ia  which  it  had  hitherto- jrai^  Only  enlaig- 
with  the  enUrnement  of  theip  power.  For 
*  fint  idesa'of  profit  were,  not  officiii|,  jior  were 
■^lapptesatoBa  those  of  ordinaiy.  despotism.  The  irst 

ita  ci  their  power  were  fiimied  oot  of  evasions 
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of  their  ancient  subjection.  The  passport  of  the  com' 
pany  in  the  hands  of  its  servants  was  no  longer  under 
any  restraint ;  and  in  a  very  short  time  their  immunity 
began  to  cover  all  the  merchandise  of  the  country.  Cos* 
aim  Ali  Khan,  the  second  of  tiie  nabobs,  whom  they  had 
setup,  was  but  ill  disposed  to  the  instruments  of  his 
greatness.  He  bore  the  yoke  of  thb  imperious  com- 
merce with  the  utmost  impatience :  he  saw  his  subjects 
excluded  as  aliens  from  their  own  trade,  and  the  reve- 
nues of  the  prince  overwhelmed  in  the  ruin  of  the  com- 
merce of  his  dominions.  Finding  his  reiterated  remon- 
strances on  the  extent  and  abuse  of  the  passport  inef- 
fectiiSU,  he  had  recourse  to  an  unexpected  expedient, 
which  was  to  declare  his  resolution  at  once  to  annul  all 
the  duties  on  trade,  setting  it  equally  free  to  subjects 
and  to  foreigners. 

Never  was  a  method  of  defeating  the  oppressions  of 
monopoly  more  forcible,  more  simple,  or  more  equita- 
ble :  no  sort  of  plausible  objection  could  be  made ;  and 
it  was  in  vain  to  think  of  evading  it.  It  was  therefwe 
met  with  the  confidence  of  avowed  and  determined  in- 
justice. The  presidency  of  Calcutta  openly  denied  to 
the  prince  the  power  of  protecting  the  trade  of  his  sub- 
jects, by  the  remission  of  his  own  duties.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  his  authority  drew  to  its  period ;  many  reasons 
and  motives  concurred,  and  his  fall  was  hastened  by  the 
odium  of  the  oppressions  which  he  exercised  volunta- 
rily, as  well  as  of  those  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  sub- 
mit. 

When  this  example  was  made,  JaiBer  Ali  Khan,  who 
had  been  deposed  to  make  room  for  the  last  actor,  was 
brought  from  penury  and  exile  to  a  station,  the  terms  of 
which  he  could  not  misunderstand.  During  his  life,  and 
in  the  time  of  his  children,  who  succeeded  to  him,  parts 
of  the  territorial  revenue  were  assigned  to  the  compa- 
ny ;  and  the  whole,  under  the  name  of  residency  at  the 
nabob's  court,  was  brought,  directly  or  indirectly,  under 
the  controul  of  British  subjects.  The  company's  ser- 
vants, armed  with  authorities  delegated  from  the  nomi- 
nal government,  or  attended  with  what  was  a  stronger 
guard,  the  fame  of  their  own  power,  appeared  as  magis- 
trates in  the  markets,  in  which  they  dealt  as  traders. 
It  was  impossible  for  the  natives  in  general  to  distin- 
guish, in  the  proceedings  of  the  same  persons,  what  was 
transacted  on  the  company's  account,  from  what  was 
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done  on  their  dwn;  and  it  wHl  ever  be  so  difficult  to 
<lraw  this  line  of  distinctiony  that,  as  long  as  the  com- 
panj  does,  directly  or  indirectly,  aim  at  any  advantage 
to  itself  in  the  purchase  of  any  commodity  whatever,  so 
long  will  it  be  impracticable  to  prevent  the  servants 
availidg  theoiselves  of  the  same  privileges. 

The  servants,  therefore,  for  themselves,  or  for  their 
employers,  monopolized  every  article  of  trade,  foreign 
and  domestic ;  not  only  the  raw  merchantable  comntodi* 
ties,  bat  the  manufactures ;  and  not  only  these,  but  the 
necessaries  of  life,  or  what,  in  these  countries,  habit  has 
confounded  with  them;  not  only  silk,  cotton,  piece 
goods,  opium,  saltpetre,  but  not  unfrequently  salt,  to- 
bacco, mtel  nut,  and  the  grain  of  most  ordinary  con- 
somptigo.  In  the  uame  of  the  country  government  they, 
laid  GO  or  took  off,  and  at  their  pleasure  heightened. or 
lowered,  all  duties  vpon.gpods:  the  whole  trade  of  the 
coimtry  was  either  destroyed  or  in  shackles*  The.  acr 
qmsitioiiof  the  Duanne,  in  1765,  bringing  the  English 
into  the  inmiediate  government  of  the  country,  in  its 
most  essential  branches,  esUended  and  confirmed  all  the. 
former  means  of  moncfwly. 

In  the  progress  c£  these  ruinous  measures,  through  all 
their  details,  innumerable  grievances  were  suffered  by 
the  native  inhabitants,  which  were  represented  in  the. 
strongest,  that  is,  their  true  colours,  in  England.  Whilst 
the  nr  greater  part  of  tbe  British  in  India  were  in  eager 
pursuit  of  the  forced  and  exorbitant  gains  of  a  trade  car- 
ried GO  b  y  power,  contests  naturally  arose  among  the 
competitors:   those,  who  were  overpowered  by.  their 
rivals,  became  loud  in  their  complaints  to  the  court  of 
directors,  and  were  very  capable,  from  experience,  of 
pointing  out  every  mode  of  abuse. 

The  covrt  of  directors,  on  their  part,  began,  though 
very  slowly,  to  perceive,  that  the  country,,  which  was 
ravaged  by  this  sort  of  commerce,  was   their  own. 
Tb^  complaints  obliged  the  directors  to  a  strict  exa- 
minatioa  into,  the  real  sources  of  the  mismanagement  of 
their  concemp  in  India,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a 
system  of  restraint  on  the  exorbitancies  of  their  ser- 
vants.   Accordingly,  so  early  as  the  year  1765,  they 
confine  them  to  a  trade  only  in  articles  of  export  and 
import ;  and  strictly  prohibit  them  from  all  dealing  in 
objects  of  internal  consumption.    About  the  same  time, 
the  presidency  of  Calcutta  found  it  necessary  to  put  a 
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restniot  i^wa  tibeiMilve%  or  stlewt  oot  to  mke  m  slioir 
of  m  dispoHiiDa  (with  irUch^iw  dimdors ■ppev  miicli 
ialMfied)v  to  fceqp  tiwir  oim  aaonBoni  power  vitiiio 

But,  whatoTOf  flug^t  fcayo  baortbonitaitioai,  ntker 
of  tbe  diMBlon  .ov  tiw  pKopUhMMcy,  boftk  feaod  tlMn- 
sohrei^  iiooyiil  to^ihr  oseaiftioairfa  plwit  vliieh  wont  to 
dB(biittl»pMyectft^.dBqpt  «il'^tfae  BBglkdi in  ladir^ 
piMJhty  f BiMpi  iih  iflim  loflM  «te  ^iwefr  B^snt  of  tbo 
regolitiiMiK  ^  For  oi  tfe  ^lophiat  of  JIib  oooritrj,  ov  oo 
thob^ouMi  MPtowi  prfwfcioiifttlfd-  witli^  fiMf  pniidwicjr,- 
tlwy^woffii  aliii^iUftiog  fimo  aoooooflfbtD  tfaoeriittr; 
«#  tboiit  btiMPc  «oi  JoipoiiiUo  for  the  tntives  to  ienow 
iipOD  vkot  pfioeipie  to  gnODd  otijr^doMDorcid  tpooikh 
tioii9'fiaDai.^»«ooeftMit7  of  tfao  Imv  ondoi^  wlack  thty 
acted^'oi  k  vai  Mon  tfaej^wi^re  'Oppooosod  bj  powei^ 
witboot  oojr  o^loorof  hv  ot^;  for.  the  dirdctorti  ai  •« 
feir  mootho  ifto^'lief  had  g|roa  Ifaioe  tokooi  of  •ppio« 
l^iiiMi^o  tho  «|M)i^>regttlotioini'4o  faooor  of  the  cooiitojr 
trad^  tfliltbopbosidoDcjr,  4t  Jt  is  with  eoocorn  w 
iftiMry  fii^O'^^fOor  oonaoltiitioaH  r^airtciioiit,'  limkn^ 
iiotMfprokMiicn^  ^feeting  vnticimmriiclm  of  traded' 

Ootlnir  side,  tho|irotidbiicy'finel)r  coafe«  tfait  those 
oiOBopoUeooC  nihAd^teado^^wofo  tte-foundot»n  of  oH 
tho  UoodBhcdsi  aiaiiooreOy^'OBd  eoofasioius  vhich  hare 
happened  of  late  in  Bengal.^ 

treaaediiD'tUi  JiffgoBt  nuanar,  the  directors  came 
more  apodfieoUgr  to  tte  grio?ttiaov  and^  ooce  amnit  all 
tho  paasporto  with  wfaioh  thek^oonraBte  traded  wMfaoot 
^ties,  hoWKng'OOt  Meaoi'^if  caiitpeii8atioo»  of  whieh  it 
doe^  notappear itfaiit  Mif odosotago  was tafaeo.  In  order 
that  Ihedotias'WhitfaoiBatodrabMld  Dofeoger  eontimie 
16  bitrthoB'  tba  trade  ci thet^  of  the  serraata :  or  natiTas,' 
thoy^oi'dorad  that^a  nuadber of  oppresatve tolHbors  should 
bo  taken,  ^my,  aod  tfao  iriKde  ounibtf  reduced  io  Bine 
(£  the  tttmX  oonahhwble*  -t- 

Whan  |jard  dire  waa:  sent  t»  Bengal  to  effect  a  re* 
formatioii  of  tfao-^BMfljr  abuses  which'  pravtdled  there^  he 
conaidcrad  oionopoly  to  be'  so  hn^erate  and  deepty 
rooted^  end  tho  jost  lowarda  of  the  eompanjr'i  servonta 
to  bo  so  eooipyeated  with- Oat  i^ostice  to  the  eoufttrf, 
that  the  latter  touid  not  easily  be  toaioyed  without 
takhig  avkay  the  fciinor«  *  Hoo^ipted^  thetefors,  a  plan 
for  dealing  in  certaki  articles,  which,  as  he  conceived, 
rather  ought  to  be  called  ^<  a  regulated  and  restricted 
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trade''  Umo  a  fytmA  monopolj.  Bjr  this  plan  he  in* 
tended  liMji -llie  profits  ahoaU  be  diatributad  kt  ai)  order- 
ly end  pBepprtioiKd  ■wmieriiMr  the  re^rard  ef  Merriceay 
aad  not  seized  hj  each  iudividiial  according  to  the  nei^ 
we  of  UsIishfeBaasi  jdefttaritj;i.  or  ioiaeece^  «. 

Bttt  tUs^stbaaas  oC  nooepely  did  not  sidisiat  hn§,  at 
lasat  ki  that  »od%  yd  fcr  Ibose  perpeaai :  tlwee  of  As 
grattd  nmotfpolieB^  tbase  of  ophun,  salt,,iMid  saltpeli«i 
vefe  eueoeaahrelf  fajr  the  ooaoLpqy.lakeiliillo  their  own 
hHkh.  .  Tbapmdnie  oC  the  aale  of  the  tub  foiwerterti- 
claa  epae  ajyliad  to  4he  porchaet  of  gaeda  Ibr  their  oh 
leitaaanlt  the  Jelier  ma  exported  wkiediir  theirsates 
isJBarepOk  •  Tbeeeoier  aettanta  had  e  certeie  share  of 
iaiiilBiBH nt  etletled  lOflfaeai  £rooi  e-  Qomniaaioa  ee  the 
refonoes.  'Thsjaniec  aervaota  were  iigorasaljr  ooofio* 
9i  to  salsrisi^  oftvhichthaj  wore  ooabfai  to  aubai$t  mc^: 
cardiqgle  their smu  They  were  elcieUy  ordered  to 
ahstfiio  frsei  all  deeliog  io  etyects  of  iateroal  ooouBerce. 
Thoaoofosport  sod.  import  were  left  open  to  youg 
noD  withsot  aMrcaolile  eotperienoe*  end  wholly  uopro  * 
Tided  with  aaercootile  capkaia.;  bet  obondaotly  fomiab- 
ed  with  large  treats  of  the  public  money,  and  with  all 
Uie  powora  of  an  abaolute  gorernmeot.  In  thia  atlua- 
tion»  a  religious  abstinence  from  all  illicit  gain  waa  pre* 
Kribed  to  men  mt  woe  thoosand  mUes  distance  fipom  the 
seat  of  the  supreme  authority. 

Youft  ooBsntf  tteo  «  Uf  from  meaning  te  jusUfyt  or  of  en 

Id  e&cose  the  oppressions  and  oroeltiea  lOaed  by  manyy 

in  eqiplyiag  ibe  dsficieocies  of  ibeir  regolar.sllowsiices 

by  oU  nmaoer  of  ostortion.    JBui  asany  sonJter.irrq^ 

Wities.  may,  admit  aome  eUeviatieo  from  then(se«     Nor4 

doeoigroor  remmittee  mono  to  oxpreaa  any  desire  of  re* 

vcrtiogtothe  asode  (contrived  in  Indhu  but  condemned 

bir  the  diaaCtor^  of  rewarding  thosecnmts  of  an  highes 

cinee  bgr  «a  jogolatod  monofmly*.     Their  object  £  to 

point  out  the  deficiencies  in  the  system^  by  which  re- 

olrk^ioao  wore  kid  llmt  oonld  have  liltie  or.  bo  oiilcty 

mbiM  went  and  power  were  suffbredto  bo.nniied.^ 

Bol  the  ;|meoedin|p  ef  Iho  directoca  at  thai  tune» 

thrw^g^  wol  oltsgmhsr  judicioOst  were  in .  many  respects 

heosnrabls.  to  thea^  ami  lisvonrablo,  .in.  the  iolention  at 

^eaatt  to  the  fomilry  tfaejF  gureraed* .  For  finding  their 

trading  capital  omplojred  s^idftt  tfasasadves  and  agsiost 

tbs  Botivoa,  and  stiOggUng  in  ?ain  against  abases,  which 

TOL.  Tl.  [  ^  ] 
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were  ioBcparably  connected  with  the  system  of  their  owii 
preference  in  trade,  io  the  year  1773  they  came  to  the 
manly  resolution  of  setting  an  example  to  their  servants^ 
and  gave  up  all  use  of  power  and  influence  in  the  two 
grand  articles  of  their  investment,  silk  and  piece  goods* 
They  directed  that  the  articles  should  be  bought  at  an 
equal  and  public  market  from  the  native  merchants  ;  and 
this  order  they  directed  to  be  published  in  all  the  prin- 
cipal marts  of  Bengal. 

Your  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  no  better 
method  of  purchase  could  be  adopted.  But  it  soon  ap- 
peared, that  in' deep-rooted  and  inveterate  abuses  the 
wisest  principles  of  reform  may  be  made  to  operate  so 
destructively,  as  wholly  to  discredit  tiie  design,  and  to 
dishearten  all  persons  from  the  prosecution  of  it.  The 
presidency,  wiio  seemed  to  yield  with  the  utmost  reluc- 
tance to  the  execution  of  these  orders,  soon  made  the 
directors  feel  their  evil  influence  upon  their  own  invest-* 
ment.  For  they  found  the  silk  and  cotton  cloths  rose 
twenty  five  per  cent,  above  their  former  price,  and  a  fur- 
ther rise  of  forty  per  cent,  was  announced  to  them* 
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What  liappened  with  regard  to  taw  silk  is  still  more 
remarkable,  and  tends  still  more  clearly  to  illustrate  the 
effects  of  commercial  servitude  during  its  unchecked 
existence ;  and  the  consequences  which  may  be  made  to 
llrise  from  its  sudden  reformation.  On  laying  open  the 
trade,  the  article  of  raw  silk  was  instantly  enhanced  to 
the  company  full  eighty  per  cent*  The  contract  for 
that  commodity,  wound  off  in  the  Bengal  method,  which 
used  to  sell  for  less  than  six  rupees,  or  thirteen  shillings 
for  two  poonds  weight,  arose  to  nine  rupees,  or  near 
twenty  shillings,  and  the  filature  silk  was  very  soon,  after 
contracted  for  at  fourteen. 

The  presidency  accounted  for  this  rise,  by  observing, 
t}]at  the  price  had  before  been  arbitrary^  and  that  the 
perscms  who  purveyed  for  the  company,  paid  no  more 
than  ^S  what  was  judiired  sufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  first  providers?'  Tbis  fact  explains,  more  fully 
tlian  the  moat  laboured  description  can  do,  the  dreadful 
effects  of  the  monopoly  on  the  cultivators.     They  had 
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the  9%ijficienry  of  their  maintenance  measured  out  hy  the 
judgment  of  those  who  were  to  profit  by  their  labour ; 
and  this  measure  was  not  a  great  deal  more,  hj  their 
own  account,  than  about  two-thirds  of  tlie  value  of  that 
labour.  In  all  probability  it  was  much  leas ;  as  these 
dealings  rarely  passed  through  intermediate  hands  with- 
out leaving  a  considerable  profit.  These  oppressions,  it 
will  be  observed,  were  not  confined  to  the  company's 
share,  which  however  covered  a  great  part  of  the  trade ; 
but  as  this  was  an  article  permitted  to  the  servants,  i\m 
same  power  of  arbitrary  valuation  must  have  been  ex^' 
tended  over  the  whole,  as  the  market  most  be  equalised, 
if  any  authority  at  all  is  extended  over  it  by  those  who 
have  an  interest  in  the  restraint.  The  price  was  not 
only  raised,  but 'in  the  manufactures  the  quality  was  de«' 
based  n^rly  in  an  equal  proi)ortion.  The  directors  con* 
ceived,  with  great  reason,  that  this  rise  of  price  and  de- 
basement of  quality  arose  not  from  the  effect  of  a  free 
market,  but  from  the  servants  having  tak<en  that  oppor- 
tunity of  throwing  upon  the  market  of  their  masters  the 
refuse  goods  of  their  own  private  trade,  at  such  exorbi- 
tant prices  as  by  mutual  connivance  they  were  pleased 
to  settle.  The  mischief  was  greatly  aggravated  by  its 
happening  at  a  time  wlien  the  company  were  obliged  to 
pay  for  their  goods  with  bonds  bearing  a  high  interest. 

Tlie   peiplexed  system  of  the  company's  concerns, 
composed  or  so  many  opposite  movements  and  contradic- 
tory principles,  appears  no  where  in  a  more  clear  light. 
If  trade  continued  under  restraint,  their  territorial  reve- 
imet  most-  suffer  by  checking  the  general  prosperity  of,    * 
tlie  country  ;  if  they  set  it  free,  means  were  taken  t# '  ' 
raise  the  price  and  debase  the  quality  of  the  goods  ;  %ndt» 
this  again  fell  jipon  the  revenues  out  of  which  the  pay^ 
xneot  for  the  gpods  was  to  arise.    The  observations  of 
the  company  on  that  occasion  are  just  and  sagacious,  and 
thcjr  will  not  permit  the  least  donbt  concerning  the  po« 
licy  df  these  unnatural  trades.    *'  The  an(K>iint  of  our 
Bengal  cargoes  from  1769  to  1773,  is  8,901,194  pounds 
mterling,  and  if  the  average  increase  of  price  be  esti- 
mated a(t  twenty-five  per  cent,  onl v,  the  amount  of  suck 
ncrease  is  725^898  pounds  sterhne.  '  The  above  cir» 
cwnstasces  are  exceedingly  alarming  to  us;  but  what 
nost  be  our  concern  to  find  by  the  advices  of  our  presi- 
dent aod  council  of  >778,  that  a  Airther  advance  offorty         i 
per  cent  on  Bengal  goods  was  expected  and  allewed  to 
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be  (be  coMtquence  of  adlvertbementft  then  published^ 
aoth^yriiriiig  «' free  traiie  in  >lh»  service  i  We  find  the* 
Diiiaime  revertues^flfD  in  general  fsrtned  for  five  jears». 
and  the  ag|;re^te  increase  eetiaialed'^t  :onl]r  tB;i,170 
pounds  eterlini;  (en  a  supposition  iHat  «udh  increase  will 
De  realised)  yet  if^thei Annual  investment  be  sixtjr  lacks, 
and  the  adfaoce  of'  price  tbirly  per  cent,  only,  snch  ad- 
vtfn^e  will  fJGc$ed^th€  imrease  of  ihe  refmtu  by  no  lest 
(htm  9^9,830  p&md9  sterlmgJ*  ' 

The  indignation  trhich  the  directors  feit  «l  being  re- 
duced lo  thb  distressing  situation  was' expressed  to  tiieir 
servaiits  in  very  strong  terms*  They  attributed  the 
whole  to  their  practices,  and  say  "  Wc  ate  &r  from  ke^ 
ing  convinced  that  the  compelit  ion  which  tends  to  Vaiae 
aH  price  of  goods  m  Bengal  is  wholly  between  publie 
European  companies,  or  between  merchants  in  general^ 
who  export  to  foreign  markets  ;  we  are  rather  of  opkuoa 
that  the  sources  of  this  grand  evil  have  beea  the  extraor* 
,  dinary  privileges  granted  to  individuals  in  our  service* 
or  under  our  iiceiise,  to  trade  without  restriction  through* 
out  the  provinces  6f  Bengal;  and  the  encouragemeni 
they  have  bad  to  extend  their  trade  to  the  uttermost^ 
even  in  such  goods  as  were  proper  for  our  investment, 
by  observing  the  success  ik  tliose  persons  who  have- 
from  time  to^  t\m%  found  ntta^is  to  dispose  of  thtir  mer* 
elMndise  io  our  governor  and  couneHj  though  of  so 
bad  a  quality  as  to  be  sold  here  with  great  difficulty, 
after  faaving  beefr  freqaently  refused,  ami  put  up  at  the 
next  sale  without  price,  to  the  very  great  discredit  and 
disadvantage  of>  the  cotopany/^  In  all  probability  ihm 
directors  were  not  mistakcfn ;  for,  upon  an  inquiry  instt 
tttt^  soon  after,  it-was  found  that  Cantu  Babu,  the  Bar 
manor  native  steward  and  manager  to  Mr.  Hastings 
(late  pi^sident)  held  two  of  these  contracts  in  bis  owa 
name  and  that  of  his  son,  for  considerably  more  than  one 
bundled  and-  fifty  thousand  pounds«^  This  discovery 
brouglit  OR  %  prohibition  from  the  court  of  directors  of 
tbat  suspicieu»-an4f  dangerous  dealing  -in  the  stewards  of 
persons-  4n  high  Xifflcc.^  The  same  mafn  ^  held  likewise 
farais  'to*  the  \imoiintx)f  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
pounds  a  yew^  of  the  landed  revenue,  with  the  same  sus- 
picKHis  appearance,  contrary  tm  the  cegulationa  made; 
under  JMr*  Hastings's  own  administratioiu 

in:  the.  mortifying  dilemma  to  which  the  directors 
found  tbemselves  r^doced^  wbereby  the  niiu  of  the  re* 


Yemm^  ciiher  by  the  fre^dooi  or  the  resirafaii  of  tradoi 
wiB  evMent^  tliejr  cooBidMtd'the  fii^st  as  most  iiqpid  ^ud 
lugent ;  aod  therefim  joacQ«  iwre  reyert  to  tlie  ^yttUm 
ot  their  aocient  pM^ofitioiiy  ^mA  destroy  thal^freedoiiH 
vbich  tli^f  hed^aoolstcily  Mdtwitk  lo  much  solemoUy 
prociaiiEiedt  and  thet' before  it:  eouU  be  abused  or  evea 
eojoyecL  Thej  declare,  that  ^'  unwiUiog  as  we  are<  to 
return  to  the  fomuit  coercivt  ays/ftn  of  providing  e«^  iiir- 
vest meaty  or  to  abridge  that  ireedeoi .  of  coonnercfi 
which  has  been  so  hteljr  established  io  Be^g^l^  yet,  at 
thesame  tiBie»  finding  it  our  iadifpeiiaable  duly  to  atribpi 
it  the  rool  of  an  evil  whkh  has  beeo  so  severely  felt  bjf 
the  conipaiiy*  and  which  i:ati  no  longer  be  suf^rted^.  w« 
hevebgr  direct  that  allfMnKMia  whatever  in  the  company'-a 
iervice»  or  under  omr  protection^  be  absehitely  prohi-, 
tilted,  by  public  advertiseaient,  from  trading  in  aoy  of 
thoee  articles,  which  compose  our  inveatiuent,  direetly  or 
iadirectly,  eicent  on  account  of  aod  for  the  East  ladia 
company,  until  their  inveatment  is  complelediV 

Ai  aoon  as  this  order  was  received  in  Bengal,  it  was  ' 
eonstmed,  as  indeed  the  wocds  seemed  directly  to  war- 
iMktj  to  exclude  all  natives,  as  well  as  servants,  from  the 
irwLile  until  the  company  was  supplied.  The  company's 
pre^oqptioD  was  now  authoritatively  re-established,  and 
some  fieeUe  and  oatensible  regulatioaa  were  aiiade  to  re- 
lieve the  weaveca  who  might  suffer  by  it. .  The  direclora 
in^med  that  the  re^establishflient  of.  their  ooetcive  sys* 
tem  would  removse  the  evil,  whkb  Iraud  and  artifice  had 
(rafted  upon 'Ooe  more  rational  and  lihereL  But  they 
vere  miatafceii }  for  it  only  varied,  if  H  did  ao  nmch  as 
wary  the  abuse.  Tbeaervanta  might  as  essentially  in- 
inne  their  interest  by  a  direct  exerciseof  •.  tbeir  power,  as 
hf  prettxta  drawn  from  the  freedom  of  the  natives ;  but 
vidi  this  fatal  diSerence,  that  the  frauds  upon,  tlie  com* 
Deny  must  be  4>f  shorter  duration  under  a  selieme.^* 
Ve^on.  That  state  admitted,  and  indeed  led  to  meiM 
of  diacerery  and  oorrection,  whereas  the  systemi  of  .co^ 
eroioB  was  Iflcely  to  be  permanent.  It  carried  force  (^r* 
ther  than  served  the  purpose!  of  those  who  authorised  it ; 
it  landed  to  cover  all  frauds  with  obscurity,  and  to4Mii||r 
all  compfadnt  m  despair.  The  next  year  thArefoBOt  that 
is,  in  the  year  1976,  the  company,  wlio  complained  that 
their  orders  had  been  extended  bejFond.  their  inttotious, 
Stfde  a  thurd  revolution  in  tbe  trade  of  BengaK  It  wax 
set  free  i^in,  so  far,  at  leaat^  u  regarded  the  native  mer^ 


\ 


70  ftBPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

<ihan(i ;  but  io  so  imperfect  a  inanaer»  as  evidentlj  f« 
leave  the  roots  of  old  abuses  in  the  ground.  The  su- 
preme court  of  judicature  about  this  time  (1776)  also 
fulminated  a  charge  agalinst  monopolies,  without  any  ex« 
ception  of  those  authorized  by  the  company.  But  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  thing  very  material  was  done  in  con- 
sequence of  it. 

The  trade  became  nominally  free ;  but  the  course  of 
business  established  in  conseqaence  of  coercive  mono- 
poly was  not  easily  altered.  In  order  to  render  more 
distinct  the  principles  which  led  to  the  establishment  of 
a  cotirse  and  habit  of  business  so  very  diflScult  to  change 
as  long  asihose  principles  exist,  your  committee  think  it 
will  not  be  useless  here  to  enter  into  the  history  of  the 
regulations  m^de  in  the  first  and  favourite  matter  of  the 
company's  investment,  the  trade  in  raw  silk^  from  the 
commencement  of  these  regulations  to  the  company's 
perhaps  finally  abandoning  ail  share  in  the  trade,  which 
was  their  object. 


BAW  SILK. 


Thb  trade  in  rarv  silk  was  at  all  times  more  popular 
in  England  than  really  advantageous  to  the  company. 
In  addition  to  the  old  jealousy  which  prevailed  between 
the  company  and  the  manufactory  interest  of  England, 
they  came  to  labour  under  no  small  odium  on  account  of 
the  distresses  of  India.  The  public  in  England  per- 
ceived, and  felt  with  a  proper  sympathy,  the  sufienngs 
of  the  eastern  provinces  in  all  cases  in  which  they  might 
be  attributed  to  the  abuses  of  power  exercised  under  the 
company's  authority.  But  they  were  not  equally  sen- 
sible to  the  evils  which  arose  from  a  system  of  sacri- 
ficing the  being  of  that  country  to  the  advantage  of  this. 
They  entered  very  readily  into  the  former,  but  with  re- 
gard to  the  latter  were  slow  and  incredulous.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  extraordinary  that  the  company  should  en- 
deavour to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  public  by  fall- 
ing  in  with  its  prejudices.  Thus  tbey  were  led  to  in- 
crease the  grievance,  in  order  to  allay  the  clamour. 
They  continued  still  upon  a  larger  scale,  and  still  more 
systematically,  that  plan  of  CQuduct  wbicli  was  the  pnn- 
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cipalt  though  not  the  most  blamed  cause  of  the  decay  and 
depcpulation  of  the  country  committed  to  their  care. 

nNlth  that  view,  and  to  furnish  a  cheap  supply  of  mar 
terials  to  the  manufactures  of  England,  they  formed  a 
scheme  which  tended  to  destroy,  or,  at  least,  essentially 
to  impair  the  whole  manufacturing  interest  of  Bengal. 
A  policy  of  that  sort  could  not  fail  of  being  highly  po* 
pular,  when  the  company  submitted  itself  as  an  instru- 
ment for  the  improvement  of  British  manufactures,  in- 
stead of  being  their  most  dangerous  rival,  as  heretofore 
they  bad  been  always  represented. 

They  accordingly  notified  to  their  presidency  in  Beu'^ 
gal,  in  their  letter  of  the  1 7  th  of  March,  1 769,  that ''  there 
was  DO  branch  of  their  trade  they  more  ardently  wish  to 
extend  than  that  of  raw  silk."  They  disclaim,  however, 
ill  desire  of  employuig  compulsory  measures  for  that 
purpose,  but  recommended  every  mode  of  encourage- 
menty  and  particularly  by  augmented  wages,  ^'  in  order  to 
induce  inanufadurers  of  wrougU  silk  to  quit  that  branchy 
and  take  to  the  winding  of  raw  silk.*^ 

Having  thus  found  means  to  draw  hands  from  the  ma- 
nufacture, and  confiding  in  the  strength  of  a  capital  drawn 
from  the  public  revenues^  they  pursue  their  ideas  from 
the  purchase  of  their  manufacture  to  the  purchase  of  the 
material  in  its  crudest  stale.  ^'  We  recommend  you  to 
give  an  increased  price^  if  necessary,  so  as  to  take  that 
trade  out  of  the  hands  of  otlur  merchants  and  rival  na« 
tions.'*  A  double  bounty  was  thus  given  against  the 
manufactures,  both  in  the  labour  and  in  the  materials. 

It  is  vexj  cemarkable  in  what  manner  their  vehement, 
pursuit  of  thif  object  led  the  directors  to  a  speedy  obli- 
vion of  those  equitable  correctives  before  interposed  by 
them,  ip  order  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  which  were  ap- 
parent ip  the  scheme  if  left  to  itself.     They  could  ven- 
ture so  little  to  trust  to  the  bounties  given  from  the  re*, 
^-enyesj  a  tcade  which  had  a  tendency  to  dry  up  their 
source,  that,. by  the  time  th^  had  proceeded  to  tlie  33d 
paragraph  of  their  letter,  they  revert  to  tliose  very  com- 
pulsoiy  means  which  they  disclaimed,  but  three  para- 
graphs before.    Tp  prevent  silk  winders  from  work'mg 
in  theo'  private  houses,  where  they  might  work  for  pri- 
vate traders,  gnd  to  cobiSne  them  to  the  compo^py's  lac- 
tories,  where  they  could  only  be  employed  for  the  com* 
pany's  benefit,  they  desire  that  the  newly  acquired  power 
xi  leovernment  Should  be  eiTectually  employed:  **  Should 
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(iMiy  they)  this  practice,  through  inaitentiorii  have  beea 
sufTered  to  take  place  again,  it  will  be  proper  to  put  a 
«top  to  i\j  which  may  liorv  be  more  effeciually  done  by 
an  absolute  prohibition^  under  severe  penaltiesy  by  the 
authority  of  government.^* 

This  letter  contains  a  perfect  plan  of  policy,  bdtli  of 
compulsion  and  encouragement,  which  must,  in  a  very 
considerable  degree,  operate  destructively  to  the  manu- 
factures of  Bengal.  Its  effect  must  be  (so  far  as  it  coold 
crperate  without  being  eluded)  to  change  the  whole  face 
of  that  industrious  country,  in  order  to  render  it  a  field 
for  the  produce  of  crude  materials,  subservient  to  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  The  manufacturing  hands 
were  to  be  seduced  from  their  looms  by  high  wages,  in 
order  to  prepare  a  raw  produce  for  our  market ;  they 
were  to  be  locked  up  in  the  factories  ;  and  the  commo- 
dity acquired  by  these  operations  was,  in  this  immature 
atate,  carried  out  of  the  country,  whilst  its  looms  would 
be  left  without  any  material  but  the  debased  refuse  of  a 
market  enhanced  in  ita  price,  and  scanted  in  its  supply. 
By  the  increase  of  the  price  of  this  and  other  matenals, 
manufactures,  formerly  tiie  most  flourishing,  gradually 
disappeared  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  and 
were  seen  to  rise  again  and  flourish  on  the  opposite 
coast  of  India,  under  the  dominion  of  the  Marattas. 

These  restraints  and  encouragements  seem  to  have 
Inid  the  desired  effect  in  Bengal,  with  regard  to  the  di- 
version of  tabour  from  manufacture  to  materials.  The 
trade  of  raw  silk  increased  rapidly.  But  the  Company 
Tery  soon  felt,  in  the  increase  of  price  and  debasement 
of  quality  of  the  wrought  goods,  a  loss  to  themselves 
which  fully  counterbalanced  all  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived to  the  nation  from  the  increase  of  the  raw  commo- 
dity. The  necessary  eSect  on  the  revenue  was  al«o 
foretold  very  early.  For  their  servants  in  the  principal 
Bilk  factories  declared,  that  the  obstruction  to  the  pri- 
vate trade  in  silk  mast  in  the  end  prove  detrimental  to 
the  revenues,  and  that  the  investment  clashes  with  the 
collection  of  these  revenues.  Whatsoever,  by  bounties 
or  immunities,  is  encouraged  fiut  of  a  landed  revenue,  baa 
certainly  some  tendency  to  lessen  the  net  amount  of 
that  revenue,  and  to  forward  a  produce  which  does  not 
yield  to  the  gross  collection,  rather  than  one  that  does. 

The  directors  declare  themselves  unable  to  understand 
kow  this  could  be.   Perhaps  it  was  not  so  difficult.    But, 
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pressed  as  they  were  hj  the  greatness  of  the  payments, 
wUch  they  irtre  compelled  Co  make  to  goveromeut  in 
Ei^laiidi  tlie  cries  of  Bengal  couM  ftot  bcr  heard  among 
the  GOBfieadtfig  claimB  of  the-geoeiljil  court,  of  the  tt«a- 
sury,  and  of  Spital  Fields.  Ttie  speeuiatfon  i^f  the  di- 
reclors  was  :origiDa|ly  fairidnd"  plairBibie(80'far  as  the 
mere  encouragement  of  thecomtfiodity^e^clended*)'  Situa- 
tedasithey  were^  it  irtt»'bapdiyi  in  th6h^  po#er  to  stop 
tlieniaeiveK  i»  the  cotitfse^tfcey  hbd  begun.  They  were 
eU^^to  ebntiDUMbeir  resohitiod  atiniy  hazah},  inereas- 
u^  thB  iBcmshneilt^'r  n  The«tateof  Mraflhim  (say  they) 
reipiiret  ihe^iilmD&lrieKleiMioD  idf  your  iflfvestmentfj.  You 
are  npt  tobilMttr ^eliding even^ theae i^rts^ ^itkare  eU" 
toubul  ^vatfc  ^oet,  in  tkse  siioh  shodld  be  netessary  to 
supply  otaiwrestment  td^4s  gr^at^  aft  fflnopiit  as  y<m  can 
frovutefixHHffottr  onki  reso^ces  ^  and  we  haVe  not  the 
leaat  dsubt  of^  ycmrf  be«!^'>  thereby  enabled  to  ilk;rease 
ymv  conaigalnesta  of'thiir  Tftluable  braneh  df  national 
'  conmufrGe;  even  to  the  utmost  of  ^  yomr  wishes.  But  it 
b  our  positive  order^  that  no  part  of  siidh  mvestment  be 
with 'borrowed  mdney,  which  is  to  be  repaid  by 
spots  ^ewrit/reitaiery  iti  Lombm;  alace  the  li- 
cense, wiflch'ba0%lheady  been  tafcto  in  this  respect,  has 
invoHed  «s  in^diflkHltiDa  whieb  We  yet  know' not  how 
we  ahall  anriiOQit/^ - 

This  verj^  inlitrtiotiFe  paragraph  lays  open  the  true 
origin  of  lhe•intema^  decay  bf  Bengtil.  The  trade  and 
reveniies  of  liiat  cbuilff  ry  were  f aS' the  then  isy^tem  most 
neeeasaMy: 'havei  beeir)«i)f  secondary  confiMeration  ^t 
beat.  Pteaimt  anp|4ie9  were  to  be  obtained,  and  pre- 
sent* demands  in  Ei^ktid  were  tor  be  avoided^  at  effery 
einetiae  to:B^el;  *"  ■  -■..s.^..-. 
•  vTlie  apiril  df  inereasing  the  fnrestment  frbm  reremie 
ai  -any Ttaetey  and  the  tesoltition  ofdriyiAg  till  icdnipetiim, 
eiinipeBiniior«Mitives,  out  of  th^  matrkef,  |)retailed  at  a 
pcrietf  stilt  fli6re  i^arly,  and  prevliiled  not  onfy-  in  Ben- 
gal^ buliioeies  more  or  less  tb  havedf8ii*>«M  itself  thrOtlgli 
the  wiiole*spbere  of  the  c^mpiany'e'  inflnenc^.  Irf  ItiSH 
iksy-jgiiy^  ^  io^  the  'pre^dency  of '  Madras  tire  fblKiwing 
■eoMmMeiiataudtioM,  strongty  declaratory 'of  their  ge- 
neral ayelent'ofpilltcy^         ,       .      .  ' 

■^^  Wesfaalldependuponfyonr  |!)rudence  (say  they)  to 
iBseiDUnij^«4bre^ber9-;  and  being' intent,  as  yoii  haVe 
WeBiepoati^lytatiriaainte^i,  oti  btingWtg  Inyine  »s  great  a 

TOi;,  TIL'!  ••    ■<  •'•■'■•      f     10*  1 
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part  of  the  revenues  as  possible  in  your  mauufacturest 
the  outbidding  them  in  tiiose  parts  where  they  interfere 
,  with  you,  would  certainly  prove  an  efi'ectual  step  for  an- 

swering that  end.  We  therefore  recommend  it  to  you 
to  offer  such  increase  of  price  as  you  siiall  deem  may  be 
consistently  given;  that,  by  beating  them  out  of  the 
market,  the  quantities  by  you  to  be  provided  may  be 
proportionably  enlarged;  and  if  you  take  this  metiiod,  it 
is  to  l>e  so  cautioui^Iy  practised  as  not  to  enhance  the 
prices  in  the  places  immediately  under  your  <  ontroi. 
On  this  subject  we  must  not  omit  the  approval  of  your 
prohibiting  the  weavers  of  Cuddaiore  from  making  up 
any  cloth  of  the  same  sortments  that  are  provided  for 
OS ;  and  if  such  prohibition  is  not  now,  it  sliould  by  all 
means  be,  in  future,  made  generalj  and  strictly  muin- 
tained.^^ 

This  system  must  have  an  immediate  tendency  to- 
wards disordering  the  trade  of  India,  and  must  finally 
end  in  great  detriment  to  the  company  itself.  The  ef- 
fect of  the  restrictive  system  on  the  weaver  is  evident. 
The  authority  given  to  the  servants  to  buy  at  an  advan- 
ced price,  did,  of  necessity,  furnish  means  and  excuses 
for  every  sort  of  fraud  in  their  purchases.  The  instant 
the  servant  of  a  merchant  is  admitted,  on  his  own  judg- 
ment, to  overbid  the  market,  or  to  send  goods  to  his 
master  which  shall  sell  at  loss,  there  is  no  longer  any 
standard  upon  which  his  unfair  practices  can  be  estima- 
ted, or  any  effectual  means  by  which  they  can  be  re- 
strained. The  ]]ope,  enteriained  by  the  directors,  of 
confining  this  destructive  practice  of  giving  an  enhanced 
price  to  a  particular  spot  must  ever  be  found  totally  de- 
lusive. Speculations  will  be  affected  by  this  artificial 
price  in  every  quarter  in  which  markets  can  have  the 
least  communication  with  each  other. 

In  a  very  few  years  the  court  of  directors  began  to 
feel,  even  in  Leadenliail  street,  the  pffects  of  trailing  to 
loss  upon  tiie  revenues,  especially  on  those  of  Bengal. 

In  ti>e  letter  of  Februpry,  1774,  they  observe,  that 
"  looking  back  to  their  accounts  for  the  four  preceding 
years,  on  several  of'  the  descriptions  of  silk,  there  has 
been  an  increasing  loss,  instead  of  any  alteration  for  the 
better  in  the  last  year's  productions.  This  (they  say) 
threatens  tJiC  destruction  of  that  valuable  branch  of  na- 
tional commerce.''  And  then  they  recommend  such 
regulations  (as  if  regulations  in  that  state  of  things  could 
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be  of  any  service)  ^s  may  obtain  "a  profit  in  future,  in- 
stead of  so  considerable  a  loss,  which  we.  can  no  longer 
sustain.** 

Your  committee  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  into 
the  losses  which  had  actually  been  suffered  by  this  un- 
natural forced  trade ;  and  find  the  loss,  so  early  as  the 
season  of  1776,  to  be  77,650/. ;  that  in  the  year  1777  it- 
arose  to  168,205/.  Tiiis  was  so  great  that  worse  could 
hardly  be  apprehended  ;  however,  in  the  season  of  1778 
it  amounted  to  255,070/.  In  1779  it  was  not  so  ruin- 
ously great,  because  the  whole  import  was  not  so  consi- 
derable; but  it  still  stood  enormously  high;  so  high  as 
141,3^00/.  in  the  whole  four  years  it  came  to  642,725<. 
The  observations  of  the  directors  were  found  to  be  fully 
verified.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  same  article  in  the 
China  trade  produced  a  considerable  and  uniform  profit* 
On  this  circumstance  little  observation  is  necessary. 

During  the  time  of  their  struggles  for  enlarging  this 
losing  trade,  which  they  considered  as  a  national  object^ 
what  in  one  point  of  view  it  was  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been- 
grossly  mismanaged,  might  have  been  in  more  than  one; 
in  this  part  it  is  impossible  to  refuse  to  the  directors  a 
very  great  share  of  merit ;  no  degree  of  thought,  of 
trouble,  or  of  reasonable  expense,  was  spared  by  them 
for  the  improvement  of  the  commodity.  They  framed 
with  diligence,  and  apparently  on  very  good  information, 
a  code  of  manufacturing  regulations  for  that  purpose; 
and  several  persons  were  sent  out,  conversant  in  the 
Italian  method  of  preparing  and  wiiuling  silk,  aided  by 
pnmer  machines  for  facilitaling  and  perfecting  the  work. 
This,  under  proper  care,  and  in  course  of  time,  might 
have  produced  a  real  improvement  to  Bengal ;  but,  in 
the  first  instance,  it  naturally  drew  the  business  from  na- 
tive management ;  and  it  caused  a  revulsion  from  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  India,  whidi  led  as  naturally 
and  inevitably  to  an  European  monopoly,  in  some  hancU 
or  other,  as  any  of  the  modes  of  coercion,  wiiich  wore 
or  could  be  employed.  The  evil  was  present  and  inhe- 
rent in  the  act.  The  means  of  letting  the  natives  into 
the  benefit  of  the  improved  system  of  produce  was  likely 
to  be  counteracted  by  the  general  ill  conduct  of  the 
company's  concerns  abroad.  For  a  while,  at  least,  it 
had  an  cfTect  still  worse ;  for  the  company  purchasing 
the  raw  cocoon,  or  silk  pod,  at  a  fiKed  rate,  the  first  pro- 
ducer, who,  whilst  he  could  wind  at  his  own  house,  em- 
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plojred  his  familj  in  this  labour,  and  could  procure  a  rea- 
sodable  livelihood  by  buying  up  the  cocoons  for  the 
Italian  filature,  now  incurred  the  enormous  and  ruinous 
loM  of  fifty  per  cent.  This  appears  in  a  letter  to  the 
presidency,  written  by  Mr.  Boughton  Rouse,  now  a  mem- 
ber of  your  conunittee.  But,  for  a  long  time,  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  that  in  the  old  Bengal  mode  of  wind- 
ing was  bought  for  the  company  from  contractors,  and 
it  continues  to  be  so  bought  to  the  present  time;  but 
the  directors  complain,  in  their  letter  of  the  12th  of 
May,  1780,  that  both  species,  and  particularly  the  lat- 
ter, had  risen  so  extravagantly,  that  it  was  become  more 
than  forty  per  cent,  dearer  than  it  had  been  fifteen  years 
1^.  In  that  state  of  price  they  condemn  their  servants, 
Teiy  justly,  for  entering  into  contracts  for  three  years  ; 
and  that  for  several  kinds  of  silk,  of  very  different  good- 
ness, upon  averages  unfairly  formed,  where  the  commo* 
dities,  averaged  at  an  equal  price,  differed  from  twenty 
to  thirty  per  cent,  on  the  sale.  Soon  after,  they  formed 
a  regular  scale  of  fixed  prices,  above  which  they  found 
they  could  not  trade  without  loss. 

Whilst  they  were  continuing  these  methods  to  secure 
themselves  against  future  losses,  the  Bengal  ships  which 
arrived  in  that  year,  announced  nothing  but  their  con- 
tinuance. Some  articles  by  the  high  price,  and  others 
from  their  ill  quality,  were  such  <'  as  never  could  answer 
to  be  sent  to  Europe  at  any  price."  The  directors  re- 
new their  prohibition  of  making  fresh  contracts,  the  pre- 
sent being  generally  to  expire  in  the  year  17B1.  But 
this  trade,  whose  fundamental  policy  might  have  admit- 
ted of  a  doubt  as  applied  to  Bengal,  (whatever  it  might 
have  been  with  regard  to  England,)  was  now  itself  ex- 
piring in  the  hands  of  the  company,  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  apply  to  government  for  power  to  enlarge  their 
capacity  of  receiving  bills  upon  Europe.  The  purchase 
by  these  bills  they  entirely  divert  from  raw  silk,  and 
order  to  be  laid  out  wholly  in  piece  goods. 

Thus,  having  found  by  experience,  that  this  trade, 
whilst  carried  on  upon  the  old  principles,  (of  whatever 
advantage  it  might  have  been  to  the  British  manufactu- 
rers, or  to  the  individuals  who  were  concerned  in  it  in 
Bengal,;  had  proved  highly  detrimental  to  the  company ; 
the  directors  resolved  to  expunge  the  raw  silk  from  their 
investment.  They  gave  up  the  whole  to  private  tra- 
derSi  on  condition  of  paying  the  freight,  charges  and  du- 
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ties ;  permittiDg  them  to  send  it  to  Europe  in  the  com*- 
panj*s  ships  upon  their  own  account.      * 

The  whole  of  this  history  will  servev  to  demonstrate 
that  all  attempts,  which  in  their  original  system,  or  in 
tlieir  necessary  consequences,  tend  to  the  distress  of 
India,  must,  and  in  a  very  short  time  will,  make  them- 
selves felt  even  by  those  in  whose  favour  such  attempts 
have  t>een  made.  India  may  possibly,  in  some  future 
time,  bear  and  support  itself  under  an  extraction  of 
measure  or  of  goods  ;  but  much  care  ought  to  be  taken, 
that  the  influx  of  wealth  shall  be  greater  in  quantity, 
and  prior  in  time  to  the  waste. 

On  abandoning  the  trade  in  silk  to  private  hands,  the 
directors  issued  some  prohibitions  to  prevent  monopoly ; 
and  they  gave  some  directions  about  the  improvement  of 
the  trade.  The  prohibitions  were  proper,  and  the  dU 
rections  prudent ;  but  it  is  mucli  to  be  feared,  that 
whilst  all  the  means,  instruments,  and  powers  remain,  by 
which  monopolies  were  made,  and  through  which  abuses 
formerly  prevailed,  all  verbal  orders  will  be  fruitless. 

This  branch  of  trade,  being  so  long  principally  ma- 
naged by  the  company's  servants  for  the  company,  and 
tinder  its  authority,  cannot  be  easily  taken  out  of  their 
hands  and  pass  to  the  natives,  especially  when  it  is  to  be 
carried  on  without  the  control  naturally  inherent  in  all 
participation.  It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  how  this 
forced  preference  of  traffick  in  a  raw  commodity  must 
have  injured  the  manubctures,  while  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  company  to  continue  the  trade  on  their  own  ac- 
count. Tiie  servants,  so  far  from  deviating  from  their 
coarse,  since  they  have  taken  the  trade  into  their  own 
management,  have  gone  much  further  into  it.     The  pro- 

f>rtion  of  raw  silk  in  the  investment  is  to  be  augmented, 
be  proportion  of  the  whole  cargoes  for  the  year  1783, 
divided  mto  sixteen  parts,  is  ten  of  raw  silk,  and  six 
only  of  manufactured  goods.  Such  is  the  proportion  of 
this  losing  article  in  the  scheme  for  the  investment  of 
private  fortunes. 

In  the  reformed  scheme  of  sending  the  investment  on 
accoont  of  the  company,  to  be  paid  in  bills  upon  Eu- 
rope, DO  mention  is  made  of  any  change  of  these  pro- 
portioos.  Indeed,  some  limits  are  attempted  on  the  ar* 
ticle  of  Mlk  with  regard  to  its  price  ;  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  price  to  the  master  and  the  servant 
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wHI  be  veiy  diflTerent ;  but  tbej  cannot  make  profitable 
purchases  of  thjs  article,  without  strongly  condemniog 
all  the  former  purchases  of  the  board  of  trade. 


CLOTHS,  OR  PIECE  GOODS. 

The  general  system  above  stated  relative  to  the  silk 
tnde,  must  materially  have  afiectcd  the  manufactures  of 
Bengal,  merely  as  it  was  a  system  of  preference.  It 
does  by  no  means  satisfactorily  appear  to  your  commit- 
tee, that  the  freedom  held  out  by  the  company's  vari- 
ous orders  has  been  ever  fully  enjoyed,  or  that  the 
grievances  of  the  native  merchants  and  manufacturers 
have  been  redressed.  For  we  find,  on  good  authority, 
that  at  that  very  period  at  which  it  might  be  supposed 
that  these  orders  had  their  operation,  tiie  oppressions 
vere  in  full  vigour.  They  appear  to  have  fallen  hea* 
Tiest  on  the  city  of  Dacca,  formerly  the  great  staple  for 
the  finest  goods  in  India ;  a  place  once  full  of  opulent 
merchants  and  dealers  of  all  descriptions. 

The  city  and  district  of  Dacca,  before  the  prevalence 
of  the  East  India  company's  influence  and  autliority, 
manufactured  annually  to  about  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  value  in  cloths.  In  the  year  1776,  it  had  fallen 
to  about  two  hundred  thousand,  or  two-thirds  of  its  for- 
Dier  produce.  Of  this  the  conipany*s  demand  amounted 
only  to  a  fourth  part,  that  is,  about  fifty  thousand  pounds 
yearly.  This  was  at  that  time  provided  by  agents  for 
the  company,  under  the  inspection  of  their  commercial 
servants.  On  pretence  of  securing  an  advantage  for 
this  fourth  part  of  their  masters,  they  exerted  a  moat 
violent  and  arbitrary  power  over  the  whole.  It  was  as- 
serted that  they  fixed  the  company's  mark  to  such  goods 
as  they  thought  fit  (to  all  goods,  as  stated  in  one  com- 
plaint) and  disposed  of  them  as  they  thought  proper, 
excluding  not  only  ail  the  native  dealers,  but  the  Dutch 
company  and  private  English  merchants ;  that  they 
made  advances  to  the  weavers,  often  beyond  their  known 
ability,  to  repay  in  goods  within  the  year ;  and  by 
this  means,  having  got  them  in  debt,  held  in  perpetual 
servitude.  Their  inability  to  keep  accounts  left  them 
at  the  discretion  of  the  agents  of  the  supreme  power  to 
make  their  balances  what  they  pleased,  and  they  rcco- 
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vered  them  not  by  legal  process,  but  by  seizure  of  their 
goodi  aod  arbitrary  imprisonment  of  their  persons.  One 
and  the  same  dealer  made  tJic  advance,  rained  the  re* 
turn,  stated  the  account,  passed  the  judgment,  and  exe- 
cuted the  process. 

Mr.  Rouse,  chief  of  tlie  Dacca  province,  who  strag- 
gled against  those  evils,  says,  that  in  the  year  1773  there 
were  no  balances  due,  as  the  trade  was  then  carried  on 
by  the  native  brokers.  In  less  than  three  years  these 
balances  amounted  to  an  immense  sum  ;  a  sum  lost  to 
the  company,  but  existing  in  full  force  for  every  pur* 
pose  of  oppression.  In  the  amoimt  of  these  balances, 
almost  every  weaver  in  the  country  bore  a  part,  and  con- 
sequently they  were  almost  all  caught  in  this  snare. 
"They  are,  in  general,"  (says  Mr.  Rouse,  in  a  letter  to 
General  Claveriog,  delivered  to  your  committee)  *<  a  ti- 
mid helpless  people ;  many  of  them  poor,  to  the  utmost 
deforce  of  wretchedness  ;  incapable  of  keeping  accounts  ; 
industrious  as  it  were  by  instinct  ;  unable  to  defend 
themselves  if  oppressed  ;  and  satisfied,  if  with  continual 
labour  they  derive  from  the  fair  dealing  and  humanity  of 
their  employer,  a  moderate  subsistence  for  their  fa- 
milies." 

Such  were  the  people  who  stood  accused  by  the  com- 
pany's agents,  as  jfrettnding  grievances,  in  order  to  be 
excused  the  payment  of  their  balances.  As  to  the 
commercial  state  of  th^  province  in  general,  Mr.  Rouae 
represents  it  *Mo  be  for  these  two  years  a  perpetual 
scene  of  complaint  and  disputation  ;  the  company's 
agents  professing  to  pay  higher  rates  to  weavers,  whilst 
the  Leadenhall  sales  showed  a  heavy  loss  to  the  com- 
pany. The  weavers  have  even  travelled  in  multitudes, 
to  prefer  their  complaints  at  the  presidency.  The  amount 
of  the  investment,  comparatively  small,  with  balances 
comfKiiatively  large,  and,  as  I  uuderstand,  generally  con- 
tested by  the  weavers.  The  native  merchants,  called 
dil&U^  removed  from  their  influence  as  prejudicial  to 
tlic  company's  concerns ;  and  European  merchants  com- 
pkiioing  against  undue  influence  of  tJie  company's  com- 
mercial agents,  in  preventing  the  free  purchase  even  of 
thofte  goods  which  the  company  never  takes." 

The  spirit  of  those  agents  will  be  fully  comprehended 
from  a  state  of  the  proceedings  before  Mr.  Rouse  and 
rounsel,  on  the  complaint  of  a  Mr.  Cree,  an  English  free 
merchant  at  Dacca,  who  has  been  twit  c  treated  in  the 
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same  injurious  manner  by  the  agents  of  Mr.  Hurst,  the 
commercial  chief  at  that  place.     On  his  complaint  to 
the  board  of  the  seizure  of  the  goods  and  imprisonment 
of  his  agents,  Mr.  Hurst  was  called  upon  for  an  explana- 
tion.    In  return,  he  informed  them  that  he  had  sent  ta 
one  of  the  villages  to  inquire  concerning  the  matter  of 
fact  alleged.     The  impartial  person  sent  to  make  this  in- 
quiry, was  the  very  man  accused  of  the  oppressions  in- 
to which  he  was  sent  to  examine.     The  answer  of  Mr. 
Hurst  is  in  a  high  and  determined  tone.     He  does  not 
deny  that  there  are  some  instances  of  abuse  of  power. 
*^  But  I  ask,"  says  he,  **  what  autlioriiy  can  guard  against 
the  conduct  of  individuals ;  but  tliat  a  single  instance 
cannot  be  brought  of  a  general  depravity."     Your  com- 
mittee have  reason  to  believe  these  coercive  measures  to 
have  been  very  general,  though  employed  according  to 
the  degree  of  resistance  opposed  to  the  monopoly ;  for 
we  find,  at  one  time,  the  whole  trade  of  the  Dutch  in- 
volved in  the  general  servitude.     But  it  appears  very 
extraordinary  that  nothing  but  theactualproof  of  ag*fiie- 
ral  abuse  could  aSect  a  practice,  the  very  principle  of 
which  tends  to  make  the  coercion  as  general  as  the 
trade.     Mr.  Hurt's  reflection  concerning  the  abuse  of 
authority  b  just ;  but  in  this  case  it  is  altogether  inap- 
plicable, because  the  complaint  was  not  of  the  abuse, 
but  of  the  use  of  authority  in  matters  of  trade,  which 
ought  to  have  been  free.     He* throws  out  a  variety  of 
invidious  reflections  against  the  council,  as  if  they  wanted 
zeal  for  the  company's  service ;  his  justification  of  his 
practices,  and  his  dechiration  of  his  resolution  to  perse- 
vere in  them,  are  firm  and  determined;  asserting  the 
right  and  policy  of  such  restraints,  and  laying  down  a  rule 
for  his  conduct  at  the  factory,  which,  he  says,  will  give 
no  cause  of  just  complaint  to  private  traders.     He  adds, 
^*  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  have  hitherto  provided 
investments,  and  it  cannot  turn  to  my  interest  to  pre- 
clude them  norVy  though  I  must  ever  think  it  my  duty  to 
combat  the  private  views  of  individuals,  who  set  them- 
selves up  as  competitors  under  that  very  body,  under 
whose  license  and  indulgence  only  they  can  derive  their 
privilege  of  trade:   all  I  contend  for  is  the  same  in- 
ftuence  my  employers  have  ever  had."     He  ends  by  de- 
clining any  reply  to  any  of  their  future  references  of  this 
nature. 
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The  wbole  of  this  extraordinary  letter  ia  inserted  in 
the  appendix,  No.  51 ;  and  Mr.  Rouse's  minute  of  ob- 
serrations  upon  it  in  the  appendix.  No.  52,  fullj  refu* 
tiog  the  few  pretexts  alleged  in  that  extraordinary  per- 
fbrmance,  in  support  of  the  trade  by  influence  and  au- 
thority. Mr.  Hollond,  one  of  the  counsel,  joined  Mr. 
Rouse  in  opinion,  that  a  letter  to  the  purport  of  that 
minute  should  be  written ;  but  they  were  overruled  by 
Messrs.  Purling,  Hogarth,  and  Shakespeare,  who  passed 
a  resolution  to  defer  sending  any  reply  to  Mr.  Hurst, 
and  none  was  ever  sent.  Thus  they  gave  countenance 
to  the  doctrine  contained  in  that  letter,  as  well  as  to  the 
Buschievous  practices,  which  must  inevitably  arise  from 
the  exercue  of  such  power.  Some  temporary  and  par- 
tial relief  was  given  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  Mr. 
Rouse ;  but  he  shortly  after  removing  from  that  govern- 
ment, all  complaints  were  dropped. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  during  the  long  and  warm  con- 
test between  the  company's  agents  and  the  dealers  of 
Dacca,  the  board  of  trade  seem  to  have  taken  a  decided 
part  against  the  latter.     They  allow  some  sort  of  justice 
in  the  complaints  of  the  manufacturers  with  regard  to 
low  valuation,  and  other  particulars  :  but  they  say,  that 
^  altboi^  (during  the  time  of  pre-emption)  it  appears 
that  the  weavers  were  not  allowed  the  same  liberty  of 
melling  to  individaals  they  before  enjoyed  ;  our  opinion 
OD  llw  whole  is,  that  these  complaints  have  originated 
vpoD  the  premeditated  designs  of  the  delals  [factors  or 
nrokers]  Co  thwart  the  new  mode  of  carrying  on  the  com- 
piLoy's  business,  and  to  render  themselves  necessary**^ 
7hey  say  in  another  place,  that  there  is  no  ground  for 
the  dissatisfactions  and  difficulties  of  the  weavers;  ^<  that 
they  are  owing  to  the  delals,  whose  aim  it  is  to  be  em- 
ployed*'* 

This  desire  of  being  employed,  and  of  rendering  them- 
selves necessary,  in  men,  whose  only  business  it  is  to  be 
employed  in  trade,  is  considered  by  the  gentlemen  oi 
the  bc»rd  as  no  trivial  offence ;  and  accordingly  they 
declare,  **  they  have  established  it  as  an  invariable  ruU, 
that  whatever  deficiency  there  might  be  in  the  Dacca  in- 
vestment,  no  purchase  of  the  manufactures  of  that  quar- 
itr  shall  be  made  for  account  of  the  company  from  pri- 
▼lie  merchants.     We  have  passed  this  resolution,  which 
ve  deem  of  importance,  from  a  persuasion  that  private 
▼ot.  VI.  [     11     1 
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merchants  are  often  induced  to  make  advances  for  Dac< 
goods  not  by  the  ordinary  chance  of  sale,  but  merel 
from  an  expectation  of  disposing  of  them  at  an  en  nance 
price  to  the  company,  against  whom  a  rivalship  is  h 
this  manner  encouraged ;"  and  they  say,  "  that  they  i 
tend  to  observe  the  same  rule  with  res}i€ct  to  the  ii 
vestment  of  other  of  the  factories^  from  whence  simih 
complafaits  may  come." 

This  positive  rule  is  opposed  to  the  positive  directioi 
of  the  company,  to  employ  those  obnoxious  persons  b 
preference.  How  far  this  violent  use  of  autriority,  Q. 
the  purpose  of  destroying  rivalship,  has  succeeded  in  n 
ducing  the  price  of  goods  to  the  company,  has  bee 
made  manifest  by  the  facts  before  stated  in  their  p1ac< 

The  recriminatory  charges  of  the  company's  agent j^  o 
the  native  merchants  have  made  very  little  impressio 
on  your  committee.  We  have  nothing  in  favour  < 
them  but  the  assertion  of  a  party  powerful  and  inter-estec 
In  such  cases  of  mutual  assertion  and  denial,  your  con 
mittee  are  led  irresistibly  to  attach  abuse  to  power,  an 
to  presume  that  suffering  and  hardship'  are  more  like! 
to  attend  on  weakness,  than  that  any  combination  of  ui 
protected  individuals  is  of  force  to  prevail  over  influenc4 
power,  wealth,  and  authority.  The  comp  aints  of  th 
native  merchants  ought  not  to  have  been  treated  in  an; 
of  those  modes  m  which  they  were  then  treated.  An 
^when  n^n  are  in  the  situation  of  complainants  agaim 
unbounded  power,  their  abandoning  their  suit  is  far  froi 
a  full  and  clear  proof  of  their  complaints  being  ground 
less.  It  is  not  becanse  redress  has  been  rendered  ioQ 
practicable,  that  oppression  does  not  exist ;  nor  is  th 
despair  of  sufferers  any  alleviation  of  their  afflictioiH 
A  review  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  com 
plaints  made  by  the  native  merchants  in  that  pre 
vince  is  so  essential  for  laying  open  the  true  spirit  of  tb 
commercial  administration,  and  the  real  condition  o 
those  concerned  in  trade  there,  tliat  your  committee,  ob 
serving  the  records  on  this  subject,  and,  at  this  period 
full  of  them,  could  not  think  themselves  justifiable  in  no 
stating  them  to  the  house. 

Your  committee  have  found  many  heavy  charges  o 
oppression  against  Mr.  Barwell,  whilst  factory  chief  a 
I>acca ;  which  oppressions  are  stated  to  have  continued 
and  even  to  have  been  aggravated  on  complaint  at  Cal 
culta.     These  complahits  appear  in  several  memorial 
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? resented  to  the  supreme  council  of  Calcutta,  of  which 
.  Tr.  Barwell  was  a  member.  They  appeared  jet  more 
fufij  and  more  strongly  in  a  bill  in  chancery,  filed  in  the 
supreme  court,  which  was  afterwards  recorded  before 
the  governor  general  and  council,  and  transmitted  to  the 
court  of  directors. 

Your  committee,  struck  with  the  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  these  <:harges  ;  and  finding  that  with  regard 
to  those  before  the  council  no  regular  investigation  has  ^ 
ever  taken  place ;  and  finding  also  that  Mr.  Barwell  had 
asserted,  in  a  minute  of  council,  that  he  had  given  a  full 
answer  to  the  allegations  in  that  bill ;  ordered  a  copy  of 
the  answer  to  be  laid  before  your  committee,  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  state  to  the  house  how  far  it  appeared 
to  them  to  be  full,  how  &r  the  charges  were  denied  as  to 
the  fact,  or,  where  the  facts  might  be  admitted,  what 
Justification  was  6et  up.     It  appeared  necessary,  in  or- 
der to  determine  on  the  true  situation  of  the  trade  and 
the  merchants  of  that  great  city  and  district. 

The  secretary  to  the  court  of  directors  has  informed 
your  committee,  that  no  copy  of  the  answer  is  to  be 
found  in  the  India  house;  nor  has  your  committee  been 
able  to  discover  that  any  has  been  transmitted.  On  this 
failure,  your  committee  ordered  an  application  to  be 
made  to  Mr.  Barwell  for  a  copy  of  his  answer  to  the  bill, 
and  any  other  information  with  which  he  might  be  fur- 
nbhed  with  regard  to  that  subject. 

31r.  Barwell,  after  receiving  the  above  letter,  returned 
in  answer  what  follows  : 

"  Whether  the  records  of  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature are  lodged  at  the  India  house,  I  am  ignorant,  but 
on  those   records  my  answer  is  certainly  to  be  found. 
At  this  distance  of  time,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot,  from  me- 
mory, recover  the  circumstanres  of  this  affair  ;  but  this 
I  know,  that  the  bill  did  receive  a  complete  answer,  and 
the  people  the  fullest  satisfaction ;  nor  is  it  necessary 
for  me  to  remark  on  the  stale  of  parties  at  that  time  in 
Bengal,  could  party  have  brought  forward  any  particle  of 
thit  bill,  supported  by  any  verified  fact.     The  principle 
that  introduced  it  in  the  proceedings  of  the  governor 
^neral  and  council,  would  likewise  have  given  the  veri- 
fication of  that  one  circumstance,  whatever  that  might 
Uve  been.     As  I  generally  attend  in  my  place  in  the 
hmse,  I  shall  with  pleasure  answer  any  invitation  of  the 
jentlemen  of  the  committee,  to  attend  their  investiga- 
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lions  tip  stairs,  with  every  informatbn  aod  light  in  my 
power  to  give  them." 

**  St  JaiDe8'-«quare,  15th  April,  17B3." 

Tour  committee  considered,  that  with  regard  to  the 
matter  charged  in  the  several  petitions  to  the  board,  no 
sort  of  specific  answer  had  been  given  at  the  time  and 
place  where  they  were  made,  and  when  and  where 
the  parties  might  be  examined  and  confronted.  It  was 
considered  also  that  the  bill  had  been  transmitted  with 
other  papers  relating  to  the  same  matter,  to  the  court  of 
directors,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  Mr.  Bar- 
well ;  and  that  he  states  that  his  answer  had  been  filed, 
and  no  proceedings  had  ufion  it  for  eighteen  months.  In 
that  situation  it  was  thought  something  extraordinary, 
that  no  care  was  taken  by  him  to  transmit  so  essential  a 
paper  as  his  answer,  and  that  he  had  no  copy  of  it  in  his 
bands. 

Your  committee,  in  this  difficulty,  thought  themselves 
obliged  to  decline  any  verbal  explanation  from  the  per- 
son who  IS  defendant  in  the  suit,  relative  to  matterSi 
which  on  the  part  of  the  complainant  appear  upon  re- 
cord, and  to  leave  the  whole  matter  as  it  is  charged  to 
the  judgment  of  the  house,  to  determine  how  far  it  may 
be  worthy  of  a  further  inquiry,  or  how  far  they  may  ad- 
mit such  allegations  as  your  committee  could  not  think 
themselves  justified  in  receiving. 

To  this  eSect  your  committee  ordered  a  letter  to  be 
written  to  Mr.  Harwell,  from  whom  they  received  the  fol- 
lowing answer  : 

«  Sir, 
"In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  I7th,  I  must 
request  the  favour  of  you  to  inform  the  select  commit- 
tee, that  I  expect  from  their  justice,  on  any  matter  of 
public  record,  in  which  I  am  personally  to  be  brought  for- 
ward to  the  notice  of  the  house,  that  they  will,  at  the 
same  time,  point  out  to  the^house  what  part  of  such  mat- 
ter has  been  verified,  and  what  parts  have  not,  nor  ever 
were  attempted  io  be  verified,  though  introduced  in  de- 
bate, and  entered  on  the  records  of  the  governor  gene^ 
ral  and  council  of  Bengal.  I  am  anxious  the  informa- 
tion should  be  complete,  or  the  house  will  not  be  com- 
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petent  to  judge ;  and  if  it  is  complete,  it  will  preclude 
ail  explanation  as  unnecessarj. 
**  I  ain>  sir, 

^<  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
RICHARD  HARWELL.'* 

•«  St.  Jame«*-flqoare,  22d  April,  1783.** 

<<  P.  S.  As  I  am  this  moment  returned  from  the  coun- 
try, I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  be  earlier  in  acknow- 
ledging your  letter  of  the  I7th.'' 

Your  committee  applied  to  Mr.  Barwell,  to  communi- 
cate any  papers  which  might  tend  to  the  elucidation  of 
matters  before  them,  in  which  he  was  concerned.  This 
he  has  declined  to  do.  Your  committee  conceive,  that 
onder  the  orders  of  the  house,  they  are  by  no  meanv 
obliged  to  make  a  complete  state  of  all  the  evidence 
which  may  tend  to  criminate  or  exculpate  every  person 
whose  transactions  they  may  find  it  expedient  to  report ; 
this,  if  not  specially  ordered,  has  not  hitherto  been,  as 
they  apprehend,  the  usage  of  any  committee  of  this 
b(me.  It  is  not  for  your  committee,  but  for  the  discre- 
tion of  the  party,  to  call  for,  and  for  the  wisdom  of  the 
house  to  institute  such  proceedings  as  may  tend  finally 
to  condemn  or  acquit.  The  reports  of  your  committee 
are  no  charges,  though  they  may  possibly  furnish  mcU- 
ter  for  charge  ;  and  no  representations  or  observations  of 
theirs  can  either  clear  or  convict,  on  any  proceeding 
which  may  hereafter  be  groimded  on  the  facts  which 
they  produce  to  the  house.  Their  opinions  are  not  of  a 
judicial  nature.  Your  committee  has  taken  abundant 
care  that  every  important  fact  in  their  report  should  be 
attended  with  the  authority  for  it,  either  in  the  course 
of  their  reflections  or  in  the  appendix  ;  to  report  every 
thing  upon  every  subject  before  them,  which  is  to  be 
found  on  the  records  of  the  company,  would  be  to 
transcribe,  and  in  the  event  to  print  almost  the  whole  of 
those  voluminous  papers.  The  matter  which  appears 
before  them,  is,  in  a  summary  manner,  this : 

The  Dacca  merchants  begin  by  complaining,  that  in 
November,  1773,  Mr.  Richard  Barwell,  then  chief  of 
Dacca,  had  deprived  them  of  their  employment  and 
means  of  subsistence  ;  that  he  had  extorted  from  them 
44,224  Arcot  rupees  (4,731'*)  by  the  terror  of  his 
threats,  by  long  imprisonment  and  cruel  confinement  in 
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the  siooks;  that  afterwards  they  were  confined  in  a 
small  room  near  the  factory  gate,  under  a  guard  of  se- 
poys ;  that  their  food  was  stopped,  and  they  remained 
starving  a  whole  day;  that  they  weie  not  permitted  to 
take  their  food  till  next  day  at  noon,  and  were  again 
brought  back  to  the  same  confinement,  in  which  they 
were  continued  for  six  days,  and  were  not  set  at  liberty 
until  they  had  given  Mr.  Barwell's  banyan  a  certificate 
for  forty  thousand  rupees ;  that  in  July,  1774,  when  Mr. 
Barwell  had  left  Dacca,  they  went  to  Calcutta  to  seek 
justice ;  that  Mr.  Barwell  confined  them  in  his  house  at 
Calcutta,  and  sent  them  back  under  a  guard  of  peons  to 
Dacca;  that  in  December,  1774,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Europe,  they  returned  to  Calcutta  and 
preferred  their  complaint  to  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature. 

The  bill  in  chancery  filed  against  Richard  Barwell, 
John  Shakespeare  and  others,  contains  a  minute  specifi- 
cation olTthe  various  acts  of  personal  cruelty,  said  to  be 
practised  by  Mr.  Barwcll's  orders,  to  extort  money  from 
these  people.  Among  other  acts  of  a  similar  nature,  he 
is  charged  with  having  ordered  the  appraiser  of  the  com- 

Eany's  clotlis,  who  was  an  old  man,  and  who  asserts  that 
e  had  faithfully  served  the  company  above  sixteen  years, 
without  the  least  censure  on  his  conduct,  to  be  severely 
flogged  without  reason. 

In  the  manner  of  confining  the  delals  with  ten  of  their 
servants,  it  is  charged  on  him,  that,  *<  when  he  first  or- 
dered them  to  be  put  into  the  stocks,  it  was  at  a  time 
when  the  weather  was  exceedingly  bad,  and  the  rain  very 
heavy,  without  allowing  them  the  least  covering  for  their 
heads,  or  any  part  of  their  body,  or  any  thing  to  raise 
them  from  the  wet  ground ;  in  which  condition  they 
were  continued  for  many  hours,  until  the  said  Richard 
Barwell  tliought  proper  to  remove  them  into  a  far  worse 
state  if  possible,  as  if  studying  to  exercise  the  most 
cruel  acts  of  bact>arity  on  them,  &c. — And  that  during 
their  imprisonment  they  were  frequently  carried  to  and 
tortured  in  the  stocks,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  when 
the  scorching  heat  of  the  sun  was  insupportable,  notwith- 
standing which  they  were  denied  the  least  covering." 
These  men  assert  that  they  had  served  the  company, 
without  blame,  for  thirty  years — ^a  period  commencing 
long  before  the  power  of  the  company  in  India. 
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It  was  no  slight  aggravation  of  this  severity,  that  the 
objects  were  not  young,  nor  of  the  lowest  of  the  people, 
who  might,  by  the  vigour  of  theur  constitutions,  or  by  the 
liabits  of  hardship,  be  enabled  to  bear  up  against  treat- 
ment lo  full  of  rigour.  They  were  aged  persons. .  They 
were  men  of  a  reputable  profession. 

The  account  given  by  these  merchants  of.  their  first 
journey  to  Calcutta,  in  July,  1774,  is  circumstantial  and 
remarkable.  They  say,  ^^  that  on  their  arrival,  to  their 
asitmishmeni  they  soon  learned  that  the  governor^  who 
kad  formerly  been  viole^ntly  enraged  against  the  said 
Richard  BarwdU  for  different  improprieties  in  his  con- 
Jhtct^  was  now  reconciled  to  him ;  and  that  ever  since 
there  was  a  certainty  of  his  majestffs  appointments  tak- 
imst  place  in  Indiay  from  being  the  most  inveterate  ene- 
mies, they  were  now  become  tlie  most  intimate  friends; 
and  that  this  account  soon  taught  them  to  believe  they 
were  not  any  nearer  justice  from  their  journey  to  Cal- 
ciU^a,  than  they  had  been  before  at  Dacca.** 

When  this  bill  of  complaint  was,  in  1776,  laid  before 
the  council,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors, 
Mr.  Barwell  complained  o(  the  introduction  of  such  a 
paper,  and  asserted,  tlutt  he  had  answered  to  every  par^ 
tiadar  of  it  on  oo/A,  about  eighteen  months,  and  that 
during  this  long  period,  no  attempt  had  been  made  to 
amirovert,  refute,  or  even  to  reply  to  it. 

He  did  not,  however,  think  it  proper  to  enter  his  an- 
iwer  on  the  records  abng  with  the  bill  of  whose  intro- 
duction he  complained 

On  the  declarationB  made  by  Mr.  Barwell  in  his  mi- 
nute (September,  1776)  your  committee  observe,  that 
conaidenng  him  only  as  an  individual,  under  prosecution 
in  a  ceart  of  justice,  it  might  be  suflScient  for  him  to  ex- 
hibit btM  defence  in  the  court  where  he  was  accused ;  but 
that  as  a  member  of  government,  specifically  charged 
before  that  very  government  with  abusing  the  powers  of 
his  office  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  and  for  pur- 
poses (as  they  allege)  highly  corrupt  and  criminal,  it  ap- 
pears to  your  committee  hardly  sufficient  to  say  that  he 
aad  answered  elsewhere.  The  matter  was  to  go  before 
the  court  of  directors,  to  whom  the  question  of  his  con- 
duct in  that  situation,  a  situation  of  the  highest  power 
and  trust,  was  as  much  at  least  a  questkm  of  state,  as  a 
natter  of  redress  to  be  solely  left  to  the  discretion,  ca- 
pacity, or  perseverance  vf  individuals.      Mr.  Barwell 
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might  possibly  be  generous  enough  to  take  no  advan- 
tage of  his  eminent  situation  ;  but  these  unfortunate 
people  would  rather  look  to  his  power  than  his  dis- 
position. In  general,  a  man  so  circumstanced  and  so 
charged  (though  we  do  not  know  this  to  be  the  case  with 
Mr.  Barwell)  might  easily  contrive,  bjr  legal  advantages, 
to  escape.  The  plaintiffs  being  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  seat  of  government,  and  possibly  affected  by 
fear  or  fatigue,  or  seeing  the  impossibility  of  sustain- 
ing, with  the  ruins  of  fortunes  never  perhaps  very  opo* 
lent,  a  suit  against  wealth,  power,  and  influence,  a  com* 
promise  might  even  take  place,  in  which  circumstances 
might  make  the  complainants  gtadly  acquiesce.  But  the 
public  injury  is  not  in  the  least  repaired  by  the  acqui- 
escence of  individuals,  as  it  touched  the  honour  of  the 
very  highest  parts  of  government.  In  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  some  means  ought  to  have  been  taken  to 
bring  the  bill  to  a  discussion  on  the  merits ;  or,  sup- 
posing that  such  a  decree  could  not  be  obtained,  by  rea- 
son of  any  failure  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  plain*^ 
tifis,  some  process,  official  or  juridical,  ought  to  have 
been  instituted  against  them,  which  might  prove  them 
guilty  of  slander  and  defamation,  in  as  authentic  a  man* 
ner  as  they  had  made  their  charge  before  the  council  as 
well  as  the  court. 

By  the  determination  of  Mr.  Hurst,  and  the  resohl^ 
tions  of  the  board  of  trade,  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended 
that  the  native  mercantile  interest  must  be  exceedingly 
reduced.  The  above-mentioned  resolutions  of  the  board 
of  trade,  if  executed  in  their  rigour,  must  almost  inevita- 
bly accomplish  its  ruin.  The  subsequent  transactions 
are  covered  with  an  obscurity  which  your  committee 
have  not  been  able  to  dispel.  All  which  they  can  col- 
lect, but  that  by  no  means  distinctly,  is,  that  as  those 
who  trade  for  the  company  in  the  articles  of  investment, 
may  also  trade  for  themselves  in  the  same  articles,  the 
old  opportunities  of  confounding  the  capacities  must  re- 
main, and  all  the  oppressions  by  which  this  confusion  has 
been  attended.  The  company's  investments,  as  the  ge- 
neral letter  from  Bengal  of  the  20th  of  November,  1775, 
par.  28,  states  the  matter,  <<are  never  at  a  stand;  ad- 
vances are  made,  and  goods  are  received  all  the  year 
round."  Balances,  the  grand  instrument  of  oppression, 
naturally  accumulate  on  poor  manufacturers,  who  are 
intrusted  with  money.     Where  there  is  not  a  vigorous 
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l-iyakhip  not  only  tolerated  but  encouraged,  it  b  impoi- 
•ible  e^er  to  redeem  the  manufacturers  from  the  ser* 
Vitude  induced  by  those  unpaid  balances. 

No  such  rivalship  does  exist :  the  policy  practised 
uid  avowed  is  directly  against  it.     The  reason  assigned 
in  tlie  board  of  trade's  letter  of  the  28th  of  November^ 
1778,  for  its  making  their  advances  early  in  the  season^ 
is,  to  prevent  the  foreign  merchants  and  private  traders 
interfering  with  the  purchase  of  their  (the  company's) 
assortments.      *'  They  also  refer  to  the  nleans  taken  to 
prevent  this  interference,  in  their  letter  of  the  26th  Ja- 
nuary, 1779."     It  is  impossible  that  the  small  part  of 
the  trade  should  not  fall   into  the  hands  of  those  who^ 
with  the  name  and  authority  of  the  governing  persons^ 
have  such  extensive  contracts  in  their  hands.     It  appears 
in  evidence,  that  natives  can  hardly  trade  to  the  best 
advantage    (your  committee  doubt  whether  they   can 
trade  to  any  advantage  at  ail)  if  not  joined  with  or  coun- 
tenanced by  British  subjects.     The  directors  were,  ill 
1775,  so  strongly  impressed  with  this  notion,  and  con* 
ceived  the  native  merchants  to  have  been  6ven  then  re^ 
duced  to  so  low  a  state,  that,  notwithstanding  the  com*" 
pany's  earnest  desire  of  giving  them  a  preference,  they 
«<  doubt  whether  there  are  at  this  time  m  Bengal  native 
merchants  possessed  of  property  adequate  to  such  un-^ 
dertaking,  or  of  credit  and  resposibility  sufficient  to  make 
it  safe  and  prudent  to  trust  them  with  such  sums  as 
migjkt  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  their  engsige- 
ments  with  the  company." 

The  efiect,  which  so  long  continued  a  monopoly,  fot* 
lowed  by  a  pre-emption,  and  then  by  partial  preferences 
supported  by  power>  must  necessarily  have  in  weakening 
the  mercantile  capital,  and  disabling  the  merchants  from 
ail  undertakings  of  magnitude,  is  but  too  visible.  How- 
ever, a  witness  of  understanding  and  credit  does  not  be- 
lieve the  capitals  of  the  natives  to  be  yet  so  reduced  as 
to  disable  them  from  partaking  in  the  trade,  if  they  werc^ 
otherwise  able  to  put  themselves  on  an  equal  footing  with 
Europeans* 

The  difficulties  at  the  outset  will,  however,  be  consi-* 
derable.  For  the  long  continuance  of  abuse  has,  in  some 
isessure,  conformed  the  whole  trade  of  the  country  to  its 
filie  principle.  To  make  a  sudden  change,  therefore, 
tt^t  destroy  the  few  advantages   which  attend  any 

TOL.  VI.  [    12    ] 
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trade,  without  securing  those  which  must  flow  from  one 
established  upon  sound  mercantileprinciples, whenever 
such  a  trade  can  be  estabh'shed.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
forcible  direction  which  the  trade  of  India  has  had  to- 
wards Europe,  to  the  neglect,  or  rather  to  the  total 
abandoning  of  the  Asiatic,  has,  of  itself,  tended  to  carrj 
even  the  internal  business  from  the  native  merchant. 
The  revival  of  trade  in  the  native  hands  is  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity; but  your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  it  will 
rather  be  the  effect  of  a  regular  progressive  course  of 
endeavours  for  that  purpose,  than  of  any  one  regulatioi^ 
bowever  wisely  conceived. 

After  this  examination  into  the  condition  of  the  trade 
and  traders  in  the  principal  articles  provided  for  the  in- 
vestment to  Europe,  your  comimttee  proceeded  to  take 
into  consideration  those  articles,  the  produce  of  wfaichy 
after  sale  in  Bengal,  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  fund  for  the 
purchase  of  other  articles  of  investment,  or  to  make  a 
{Mrt  of  it  in  kind.  These  are,  1st,  opium;  2dly,  saltpe* 
tre ;  and  Odly,  salt*    These  are  all  monopolized. 


OPIUftl. 


Trb  first  of  the  btemal  authorized  monopolies  is  that 
of  opium.  This  drug,  extracted  from  a  species  of  the 
poppy,  is  of  extensive  consuihption  in  most  of  the  easteni 
markets.  The  best  is  produced  in  the  province  of  Ba-> 
bar :  in  Bengal  it  is  of  an  inferior  sort,  though  of  late  it 
lias  been  improved.  This  monopoly  b  to  be  traced  io 
the  very  origin  of  our  influence  in  Bengal*  It  is  stated 
to  have  begun* at  Patna  so  early  as  the  year  1761,  but  it 
received  no  considerable  degree  of  strength  or  consist- 
ence until  the  year  1765;  when  the  acquisition  of  the 
Diianny  opened  a  wide  field  for  all  projects  of  this  na- 
ture. It  was  then  adopted,  and  owned  as  a  resource  for 
persons  in  office  ;  was  managed  chiefly  by  the  civil  ser- 
vants of  the  Patna  factory,  and  for  their  own  benefit. 
The  policy  was  justified  on  the  usual  principles  on  which 
monopolies  are  support ed»  and  on  some  peculiar  to  the 
commodity,  to  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  to  the  state 
^the  country:  the  security  against  adulteration;  the 
prevention  of  the  excessive  home  consumption  of  a  per* 
vicious  drag;  the  stopping  an   excessive    competition, 
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which,  by  an  over-proportioned  supply,  wouM  at  length^ 

destroy  the  market  abroad ;  the  inability  of  the  cultiva- 

,  tor  to  proceed  in  an  expensive  and  precarious  culture, 

without  a  large  advance  of  capital;  and  lastly,  the  inca* 

Ccity  of  private  merchants  to  supply  that  capital  on  the 
»bie  security  of  wretched  farmers. 
These  were  the  principal  topics  on  which  the  mono- 
poly was  supported.  The  last  topic  leads  to  a  serious 
consideration  on  the  state  of  the  country ;  for  in  pushing 
it  the  gentleman  argued,  that  in  case  such  private  mer- 
chants should  advance  the  necessary  capital,  the  lower 
cultivators  ^^mauld  get  money  in  abundance.^*  Admit- 
ting this  fact,  it  seems  to  be  a  part  of  the  policy  of  this  mo- 
nopoly to  prevent  the  cultivator  from  obtaining  the  natural 
fruits  of  htf  labour.  Dealing  with  a  private  merchant  he 
could  not  get  money  in  abundance^  unless  his  commodity 
could  procure  an  abundant  profit.  Further  reasons,  rela- 
tive to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  province  were  as- 
s^^ned  for  thus  preventing  the  course  of  trade  from  the 
equitable  distribution  of  the  advantages  of  the  produce,  in 
which  the  first,  the  poorest,  and  the  most  laborious  pro- 
dnoer  ought  to  have  his  first  share.  The  cultivators  (they 
add)  would  squander  part  of  the  money,  and  not  be  able  to 
complete  their  engagements  to  the  full ;  law-suits,  and  even 
battles,  would  ensue  between  the  factors,  contending  for  a  ^ 
deficient  produce ;  and  the  farmers  would  discourage  the ' 
culture  of  an  object  which  brought  so  much  disturbance 
iato  their  districts.  This  competition,  the  operation  of 
which  they  endeavour  to  prevent,  is  the  naturai  cor- 
rective of  the  abuse,  and  the  best  remedy  which  conUi 
be  applied  to  the  disorder,  even  supposing  its  probable 
existence. 

Upon  whatever  reasons  or  pretences  the  monopoly  of 
opium  was  supported,  the  real  motive  appears  to  be  the 
|Mofit  of  those  who  were  in  hopes  to  be  concerned  in  it. 
At  these  profits  promise  to  be  very  considerable,  at 
lesgth  it  engaged  the  attention  of  the  company ;  and  af- 
ter many  discussions,  and  various  plans  of  application,  it 
was  at  length  taken  for  their  benefit,  and  the  produce  of 
the  sale  ordered  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  goods 
br  their  investment. 

In  the  year  1773  it  had  been  taken  out  of  the  hands 
tf  the  council  of  Pi^tna,  and  leased  to  two  of  the  natives ; 
bit  for  a  year  only.  The  contractors  were  to  supply  a 
ttttab  quantity  of  opium  at  a  given  price.    Half  the 
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value  was  to  be  paid  to  those  contractors  in  advance,  % 
the  other  half  on  the  deliverj.  , 

The  proceedings  on  this  contract  demonstrated  t 
futility  of  all  the  principles  on  which  the  monopoly  n 
founded.  The  council,  as  a  part  of  their  plan,  we 
obliged,  by  heavy  duties,  and  by  a  limitation  of  the  rig 
of  emption  of  foreign  opium  to  the  contractors  for  t 
borne  produce,  to  check  the  influx  of  that  commodi 
from  the  territories  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  the  raj 
of  Benares.  In  these  countries  no  monopoly  existe< 
and  yet  there  the  commodity  was  of  such  a  quality,  ai 
•o  abundant,  as  to  bear  the  duty,  and,  even  with  ti 
duty,  in  some  degree  to  rival  the  monopolist  even  in  1 
own  market.  There  was  no  complaint  in  those  con 
tries  of  want  of  advances  to  cultivators,  or  of  la 
auits  and  tumults  among  the  factors ;  nor  was  there  ai 
appearance  of  the  multitude  of  other  evils  which  h 
been  so  much  dreaded  from  the  vivacity  of  competitie 

On  the  other  hand,  several  of  the  precautions  inserb 
in  this  contract,  and  repeated  in  all  the  subsequei 
strongly  indicated  the  evils  against  which  it  is  extrem 
ly  difficult,  if  pdt  impossible,  to  guard  a  monopoly  of  tl 
nature,  and  in  that  country.  For  in  the  first  contra 
entered  into  with  the  two  natives,  it  was  strictly  forbi 
den  to  compel  the  tenants  to  the  cultivation  of  this  dru 
Indeed,  very  shocking  rumours  had  gone  abroad,  and  tb 
were  aggravated  by  an  opinion  universally  prevalei 
that  even  in  the  season  immediately  following  that  drea 
fnl  famine,  which  swept  off  one  third  of  the  inhabit  an 
of  Bengal,  several  of  the  poorer  farmers  were  compelk 
to  plough  up  the  fields  they  had  sown  with  grain,  in  c 
der  to  plant  them  with  poppies  for  the  benefit  of  the  ei 
grossers  of  opium.  This  opinion  grew  into  a  strong  pr 
sumption,  when  it  was  seen  that  in  the  next  year  tt 
produce  of  opium  (contrary  to  what  might  be  natural) 
expected  in  a  year  following  such  a  dearth)  was  nearl 
doubled.  It  is  true,  that  when  the  quantity  of  land  n 
cessary  for  the  production  of  the  largest  quantity  < 
opium  is  considered,  it  is  not  just  to  attribute  that  f\ 
mine  to  these  practices,  nor  to  any  that  were  or  couj 
be  used ;  yet,  where  such  pr^ictices  did  prevail,  the 
must  have  been  very  oppressive  to  individuals,  extrem< 
ly  insulting  to  the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  must  ten 
to  bring  great  and  deserved  discredit  on  the  British  gi 
vcrnment.     Tbe  English  are  »  people  who  appear  i 
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India  mb  a  conquering  nation ;  all  dealing  with  them  hy 
therefore^  more  or  leas  a  dealing  with  power.  It  is  such 
wbeo  (hey  trade  on  a  private  account ;  and  it  is  much 
more  so  in  any  unauthorized  monopoly,  where  the  hand 
of  goyernment,  which  ought  never  to  appear  but  to  pro- 
tect, 18  felt  as  the  instrument  in  every  act  of  oppression. 
Abuses  must  exist  in  a  trade  and  a  revenue  so  constitu- 
ted; and  there  is  no  eflectual  cure  for  them  but  to  en- 
tirely cut  off  their  cause. 

Things  continued  in  this  train  until  the  great  revolu- 
tion in  the  company's  government  was  wrought  by  the 
regulating  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  the  king.  In  1 775  the 
new  council-general  appointed  by  the  act,  took  this 
troublesome  business  again  into  consideration.  General 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  expres^sed 
such  strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  this  and  of  all 
other  monopolies,  that  the  directors,  in  their  letter  of 
the  year  following,  left  the  council  at  liberty  to  throw 
the  trade  open,  under  a  duty,  if  they  should  find  it  prac- 
ticable. But  General  Clavering,  who  most  severely 
ceosiired  monopoly  in  general,  thought  that  this  mono- 
poly oo^t  to  be  retained ;  but  for  a  reason  which  shows 
nis  opinion  of  the  wretched  state  of  the  country :  for 
he  supposed  it  impossible,  with  the  power  and  influence 
which  must  attend  British  subjects  in  all  their  transac- 
ticMM,  that  monopoly  could  be  avoided ;  and  he  preferred 
ao  avowed  monopoly,  which  brought  benefit  to  govern- 
neiityto  a  virtual  engrossing,  attended  with  profit  only  to 
individuals.  But  in  this  opinion  he  did  not  seem  to  be  vt4« 
joined  by  Mr.  Francis,  who  thought  the  suppression  of  J?^, 
this,  and  of  all  monopolies,  to  be  practicable ;  and  strongly  ^'^^*  ^ 
recommended  their  abolition  in  a  plan  sent  to  the  court  app«l^ 
of  directors  the  year  following.  ^a  14, 

The  council,  however,  submitting  to  the  opinion  of  JJii'^^* 
this  necessity,  endeavoured  to  render  that  dubious  en-  ^^°>- 
jEagemeDt  as    beneucial  as  possible    to  the  company.  tee*a 
Ttey  began  by  putting  up  the  contract  to  the  highest  i!uct!^ 
bidder.     The  proposals  were  to  be  sealed.     When  the 
seals  came  to  be  opened,  a  very  extraordinary  scene  ap- 
peared.   Every  step  in  this  business  develops  more  and 
more  the  effect  of  tiiis  junction  of  public  monopoly  and 
private  influence.     Four  English  and  eight  natives  were 
candidates  for  the  contract ;  three  of  the  English  far 
oat-bid  the  eight  natives.  They  who  consider  that  the  na- 
tiTesy  from  their  superior  dexterity,  from  their  knowledge 
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of  the  country  and  of  business,  and  from  their  extreiae 
industry,  vigilance,  and  parsimony,  are  generally  an  over* 
match  for  Europeans,  and  indeed  are,  and  must  ultimately 
be  employed  by  them  in  all  transactions  whatsoeyer, 
will  find  it  very  extraordinary  that  they  did  not,  by 
the  best  offers,  secure  this  dealing  to  themselves.  It 
can  be  attributed  to  this  cause,  and  this  ooly,  that  they 
were  conscious  that  without  power  and  influence 
to  subdue  the  cultivators  of  the  land  to  their  own 
purposes,  they  never  could  afford  to  engage  on  the  low- 
est possible  terms.  Those  whose  power  entered  into  th« 
calculation  of  their  profits,  could  offer,  as  they  did  offer, 
terms  without  comparison  better ;  and  therefore  one  of 
the  English  bidders,  without  partiality  secured  the  pre* 
ference. 

The  contract  to  this  first  bidder,  Mr.  Oriffiths,  was 
prolonged  from  year  to  year ;  and  as  during  that  time 
frequent  complaints  were  made  by  him  to  the  council 
board,  on  the  principle  that  the  years  answered  very  dit 
ferently,  and  that  the  business  of  one  year  ran  into  the 
other,  reasons  or  excuses  were  furnished  for  giving  th^ 
next  contract  to  Mr.  Mackenzie  for  three  years.  This 
third  contract  was  not  put  up  to  auction  as  the  second 
had  been,  and  as  this  ought  to  have  been.  The  terms 
were  indeed  something  better  for  the  company,  and  the 
engagement  was  subject  to  qualifications,  which,  thou|^ 
they  did  not  remove  the  objection  to  the  breach  of  the 
company's  orders,  prevented  the  hands  of  tlie  directors 
fixNn  being  tied  up.  A  proviso  was  inserted  in  the  con- 
tract, that  it  should  not  be  in  any  wise  binding  if  the 
company,  by  orders  from  home,  should  alter  the  existing 
practice  with  regard  to  such  dealing. 

Whilst  these  things  were  going  on,  the  evils  which 
this  monopoly  was,  in  show  and  pretence,  formed  to  pre- 
vent, still  existed ;  and  those  which  were  naturally  to  be 
.  expected  from  a  monopoly,  existed  too.  Complaints 
were  made  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  opium ;  trials  were 
made,  and  on  those  trials  the  opium  was  found  faulty. 
An  oiSce  of  inspection  at  Calcutta,  to  ascertain  its  good* 
ness,  was  established,  and  directions  given  to  the  provia* 
cial  councils  at  the  places  of  growth,  to  certify  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  commodity  transmitted  to  the 
presidency. 

In  1776,  notwithstanding  an  engagement  in  the  con- 
tract strictly  prohibiting  aU  compulsory  culture  ef  the 
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V^tVft  kiformatioD  was  given  to  a  member  of  the  coun- 
cil general,  that  fields,  green  with  rice,  had  been  forcibly 
ploc^gbed  up  to  make  waj  for  that  plant ;  and  that  this 
was  done  in  the  presence  of  several  English  gentlemen, 
who  beheld  the  spectacle  with  a  just  and  natural  indigna^ 
tion.  The  board,  struck  with  this  representation,  or« 
dered  the  council  of  Patna  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the 
&ct ;  but  your  committee  can  find  no  return  whatsoever 
to  this  order.  The  complaints  were  not  solely  on  the 
part  of  the  cultivators  against  the  contractor.  Tiie  con- 
tractor for  opium  made  loud  complaints  against  the  infe- 
rior collectors  of  the  landed  revenue,  stating  their  un- 
due and  vexatious  exactions  from  the  cultivators  of 
opiaoDi ;  their  throwing  these  unfortunate  people  into  pri- 
son upon  frivolous  pretences,  by  which  the  tenants  were 
mined,  and  the  contractor's  advances  lost.  He  stated, 
that  if  the  contractor  should  interfere  in  favour  of  the 
cultivator,  thee  a  deficiency  would  be  caused  to  appear 
m  the  landed  revenues,  and  that  deficiency  would  be 
charged  on  his  .interposition  ;  he  desired,  therefore,  that 
the  cultivators  of  opium  should  be  taken  out  of  the  ge- 
neral system  of  the  landed  revenue,  and  put  under  ^  his 
froieeium.^'  Here  the  efi*ect  naturally  to  be  expected 
from  the  clashing  of  inconsistent  revenues,  appeared  in 
its  full  light,  as  well  as  the  state  of  the  unfortunate  pea- 
sants of  Bengal,  between  such  rival  protectors,  where 
the  ploi^man,  flying  from  the  tax-gatherer,  is  obliged 
to  take  refuge  under  the  wings  of  the  monopolists  No 
dilate  arises  amongst  the  English  subjects,  which  does 
not  dirulge  the  misery  of  the  natives ;  when  the  former 
are  in  harmony,  all  is  well  with  the  latter. 

Thia  monopoly,  continuing  and  gathering  strength 
throo^  a  succession  of  contractors,  and  being  probably 
a  flMMt  lucrative  dealing,  grew  to  be  every  day  a  greater 
sbfect  of  competition.  The  council  of  Patna  endea- 
foured  to  recover  the  contract,  or  at  least  the  agency, 
bjr  the  moat  inviting  terms ;  and  in  this  eager  state  of 
Utoal  complaint  and  competition  between  private  men 
and  pdblic  bodies^  things  continued  until  the  arrival  in 
Bengal  of  Mr.  Stephen   Bulivan,  son  of  Mr.  Sulivan, 

chairmao  of  the  Elast  India  company,  which  soon  put  an 

tad  to  all  strife  and  emulation. 
To  form  a  clear  judgment  on  the  decisive  step  taken 

it  tUi  period,  it  is  proper  to  keep  in  view  the  opinion  of 

flis  court  of  dnrectors  concerning  monopolies,  a^inst 


96  RICPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

which  they  bad  uDiformly  declared  in  the  most  precise 
terms  ;  they  never  submitted  to  them  but  as  to  a  present 
necessity ;  it  was  therefore  not  necessary  for  them  to 
express  any  particular  approbation  of  a  clause  in  Mr. 
Mackenzie's  contract,  which  was  made  in  favour  of  their 
own  liberty.  Every  motive  led  them  to  preserve  it» 
On  the  security  of  that  clause,  they  could  alone  have 
ftufiered  to  pass  over  in  silence  (for  they  never  approved) 
the  grant  of  the  contract  which  contained  it,  tor  three 
years.  It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  they  had^ 
from  the  beginning,  positively  directed  that  the  contract 
should  be  put  up  to  public  auction ;  and  this  not  having 
^  been  done  in  Mr.  M*Kenzie's  case,  they  severely  repri- 
manded the  governor  general  and  council,  in  their  letter 
of  the  23d  December,  1778. 

The  court  of  directors  were  perfectly  right  in  showing 
themselves  tenacious  of  this  regulation  ;  not  so  much  to 
secure  the  best  practicable  revenue  from  their  monopoly 
whilst  it  existed ;  but  for  a  much  more  essential  reason  ^ 
that  is,  from  the  corrective,  which  this .  method  admi- 
nistered to  that  monopoly  itself:  it  prevented  the  British 
contractor  from  becoming  doubly  terrible  to  the  natives, 
when  they  should  see,  that  his  contract  was  in  effect  a 
gi'ant^  and  therefore  indicated  particulai*  favour  and  pri* 
vate  influence  with  the  ruling  members  of  an  absolute 
government. 

On  the  expiration  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  term,  and  but  a 
few  months  after  Mr.  Sulivan's  arrival,  the  governor  ge- 
neral (as  if  the  contract  was  a  matter  of  patronage,  and 
not  of  dealing)  pitched  upon  Mr.  Sulivan,  as  the  most 
proper  person  for  the  management  of  this  critical  con- 
cern. Mr.  Sulivan,  though  a  perfect  stranger  to  Ben- 
gal, and  to  that  sort,  and  all  sorts  of  local  commerce, 
made  no  difficulty  of  accepting  it.  The  governor  gene- 
ral was  so  fearful  that  his  true  motives  in  this  business 
should  be  mistaken,  or  that  the  smallest  suspicion  should 
arise  of  his  attending  to  the  company's  orders,  that,  far 
from  putting  up  the  contract  (which  on  account  of  its 
known  profits  had  become  the  object  of  such  pursuit)  to 
public  auction^  he  did  not  wait  for  receiving  so  much  as  a 
private  proposal  from  Mr.  Sulivan.  The  secretary  per- 
ceived, that  in  the  rough  draught  of  the  contract,  the  old 
recital  of  a  proposal  to  the  board  was  inserted  as  a  mat* 
ter  of  course,  but  was  contrary  to  the  fact ;  he  therefore 
remarked  it  to  Mr.  Hastings.     Mr.  Hastings,  with  great 
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iDdiflference,  ordered  that  recital  to  be  omitted;  and  the 
omissjoD,  with  the  remark  that  led  to  it,  has,  with  the 
nme  easj  iDdifTerencey  been  sent  over  to  his  masters. 

The  governor  general  and  council  declare  themselves 
apprehensive,  that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  be  a  loser  by  his 
nrgaio  upon  account  of  troubles,  which  they  supposed 
eutiag  in  the  country,   which  was  the  object  of  it. 
This  was  the  more  indulgent,  because  the  contractor  wai» 
tolerably  secured  against  all  losses.     He  received  a  cer- 
tain price  for  bis  commodity ;  but  he  was  not  obliged  to 
pay  any  certain  price  to  the  cultivator ;  who,  having  no 
ether  market  than  his,  must  sell  it  to  him  at  his  own 
terms.     He  was  to  receive  half  the  yearly  payment  by 
advance  ;'  and  he  was  not  obliged  to  advance  to  the  cul- 
tivator more  than   what  he  thought  expedient;   but  if 
this  should  not  be  enough,  he  might,  if  he  pleased,  draw 
the  whole  pajrment  before  the  total  delivery ;  such  were 
the  terms  of  the  engagement  with  him.    He  is  a  con- 
tractor of  a  new  species,  who  employs  no  capital  what- 
soever of  his  own,  and  has  the  market  of  compulsion 
at  his  entire  command.     But  all  these  securities  were 
not  sufficient  for  the  anxious  attention  of  the  supreme 
coDDcil  to  Mr.  Sulivan's  welfare ;  Mr.  Hastings  had  be- 
fore given  him  the  contract  without  any  proposal  on  his 
part ;  and  to  make  their  gift  perfect,  in  a  second  instance 
tliey  proceed  a  step  beyond  their  former  ill  precedent, 
and  they  contract  with  Mr.  Sulivan  for  four  years. 

•Nothing  appears  to  have  been  considered  but  the  bene- 
fit of  the  contractor,  and  for  this  purpose  the  solicitude 
ailowo  in  all  the  provisions  could  not  be  exceeded.     One 
of  the  first  things,  that  struck  Mr.  Hastings  as  a  blemish 
on  his  gift,  was  the  largeness  of  the  penalty,  which  he 
had  on  former  occasions  settled  as  the  sanction  of  the 
contract;  this  he  now  discovered  to  be  so  great  as  to 
be  likely  to  frost  rate  its  end  by  the  impossibility  of  re- 
Gorering  so  large  a  sum.     How  a  large  [lenalty  can  pre- 
vent the  recovery  of  any,  even  the  smallest  part  of  it, 
is  not  quite  apparent.     In  so  vast  a  concern  as  that  of 
opan,  a  fraud,  which  at  first  view  may  not  appear  of 
Bach  importance,  and  which  may  be  very  difficult  in  the 
<iiMo?ery,  may  easily  counterbalance  the  reduced  penal- 
ty in  this  contract,  which  was  settled  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Salivan,  at  about  aO,000{. 

▼OL.  VI.  [     13     ] 
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Monopolies  were  (as  the  house  has  observed;  ooljrto^ 
krated  evils,  and  at  best  upon  trial ;  a  clause,  therefore, 
was  inserted  in  the  contracts  to  Mackenzie,  annulling  th« 
obligation,  if  the  court  of  directors  should  resolve  to 
abolish  the  monopoly ;  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Sulivao^ 
the  contract  was,  without  difficulty,  purged  of  this  ob- 
noxious clause.  The  term  was  made  absolute ;  the  mo- 
iiopoly  rendered  irrevocable ;  and  the  discretion  of  the 
directors  wholly  excluded.  Mr.  Hastings  declared  the 
reserved  condkion  to  be  no  longer  necessary,  ^^  because 
the  directors  had  approved  the  monopoly." 

The  chiefs  and  councils  at  the  principal  factories  had 
been  obliged  to  certify  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
opium  before  its  transport  to  Calcutta;  and  their  control 
over  the  contractor  had  been  assigned  as  the  reason  for 
not  leaving  to  those  factories  the  management  of  this  mo^ 
nopoly.  Now  things  were  changed.  Orders  were  sent 
to  discontinue  this  measure  of  invidious  precaution ;  and 
the  opium  was  sent  to  Calcutta,  without  any  thing  done 
to  ascertain  its  quality,  or  even  its  quantity. 

An  office  of  inspection  had  been  also  ap[K>inted  to  ejr 
amine  the  quality  of  the  opium,  on  its  delivery  at  the  ca- 
pital settlement.  In  order  to  ease  Mr.  Sulivan  from 
this  troublesome  formality,  Mr.  Hastings  abolished  the 
office  ;  so  that  Mr.  Sulivan  was  then  totally  freed  from 
all  examination  or  control  whatsoever,  either  first  or  last. 

These  extraordinary  changes  in  bvour  of  Mr.  Sulir 
van  were  attended  with  losses  to  others,  and  seem- to 
have  excited  much  discontent.  This  discontent  it  was 
necessary  in  some  manner  to  appease.  The  vendue 
master,  who  was  deprived  of  his  accustomed  dues  en  the 

iiublic  sales  of  the  opium  by  the  private  dealings  made  a 
brmal  complaint  to  the  board  against  this  as  well  as  other 
proceedings  relative  to  the  same  business.  He  attributed 
the  private  sale  to  ^'reasoiis  of  state  ;^^  and  this  stroi^ 
reflection,  both  on  the  board  of  trade  and  the  council 
board,  was  passed  over  without  observation.  He  was 
(}uieted  by  appointing  him  to  the  duty  of  these  very  in- 
spectors, whose  office  had  been  just  abolished  as  useless* 
The  house  will  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  revival  of 
this  office,  by  the  motives  to  it,  and  by  Mr.  Hastings  gi- 
ving that  to  one  as  a  compensatwriy  which  had  been  ex- 
ecuted by  several  as  a  dufif.  However,  the  orders  for 
taking  away  the  precautionary  inspection  at  Patnajt  atill 
lemaiued  In  force. 
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'Some  benefits,  which  had  been  given  to  foriuer  con- 
"tractoTB  at  the  discretion  of  the  board,  were  no  longer 
lield  under  that  loose  indulgence,  but  were  secured  to 
Mr.  Sulivan  bjr  his  contract.  Other  indulgeucies  of  a 
lesser  natnre,  and  to  which  no  considerable  objection  ^ 
coald  be  made,  were,  on  the  application  of  a  Mr.  Benn, 
calling  himself  his  attorney,  granted. 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Higgin8on,late  a  mem-^ 
ber  of  the  board  of  trade,  on  that  subject,  were  informed 
that  this  contract,  very  soon  after  the  making,  was 
generally  understood  at  Calcutta  to  have  been  sold  to 
Ibis  Mr.  Benn,  but  he  could  not  particularise  the  sum 
for  which  it  bad  lieen  assigned ;  and  that  Mr.  Benn  had 
afterwards  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Young.  By  this  transaction 
it  appears  clearly  that  the  contract  was  given  to  Mr.  Su- 
Evan  for  no  other  purpose  than  tp  supply  liim  with  a 
sum  of  money ;  and  the  sale  and  re-sate  seem  strongly 
to  indicate  that  the  reduction  of  the  penalty,  and  the 
other  favourable  conditions,  were  not  granted  for  his  ease 
in  a  business  which  he  never  was  to  execute,  but  to 
beaten  the  value  of  the  object  which  he  was  to  sell. 
Mr.  Sulivan  was  at  the  time  in  Mr.  Hastings'  family,  ac- 
companied him  in  his  progresses,  and  held  the  office  of 
judge  advocate. 

The  monopoly  given  for  these  purposes,  thus  perma- 
nently secnred,  ail  power  of  reformatian  cut  off,  and  al- 
most every  precaution  against  fraud  and  oppression  re- 
moved, the  sapreme  council  found,  or  pretended  to  find, 
tiiat  the  commodity  for  which  they  had  just  made  such 
a  contract,  was  not  a  saleable  article ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  opinion  or  pretence,  entered  upon  a  dar- 
ing speculation,  hitherto  unthought  of,  that  of  sending 
the  commodity  on  the  company*s  account,  to  the  market 
of  Canton.  The  council  alleged  that  the  Dutch  being 
driven  from  Bengal,  and  the  seas  being  infested  with  pri- 
▼ateers,  this  commodity  had  none,  or  a  very  dull  and  de- 
preciated demand. 

Had  this  t)een  true,  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  could  ad- 
Boit  of  DO  excuse.  He  ought  not  to  burden  a  falling 
market  by  long  and  heavy  engagements.  He  ought  stu- 
diously to  have  kept  in  his  power  the  means  of  propor- 
tkHUDg  the  supply  to  the  demand.  But  his  arguments, 
mod  those  of  the  council  on  that  occasion,  do  not  de* 
serve  the  smallest  attention.*  Facts,  to  which  there  is 
JIP  testimony  but  the  assertion  of  those  who  produce  them 
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in  apology  for  the  ill  consequences  of  their  own  irregular 
actions,  cannot  be  admitted.  Mr.  Hastings  and  the 
Council  had  nothing  at  ail  to  do  with  that  business ;  the 
court  of  directors  had  wholly  taken  the  management  of 
opium  out  of  his  and  their  hands,  and  by  a  solemn  adju- 
dication fixed  it  in  the  board  of  trade.  But  after  it  had 
continued  there  some  years,  Mr.  Hastings,  a  little  before 
his  grant  of  the  monopoly  to  Mr.  Sulivan,  thought  pro- 
per to  reverse  the  decree  of  his  masters,  and  by  his  own 
authority  to  recall  it  to  the  council.  By  this  step  he 
became  responsible  for  all  the  consequences. 

The  board  of  trade  appear  indeed  to  merit  reprehen- 
sion for  disposing  of  the  opinm  by  private  contract,  as 
by  that  means  the  unerring  standard  of  the  public  mar- 
ket cannot  be  applied  to  it ;  but  they  justified  themselves 
by  their  success.     And  one  of  their  members  informed 
your  committee  that  their  last  sale  had  been  a  good  one; 
and,  though  he  apprehended  a  fail  in  the  next,  it  was 
not  such  as,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  could  jus- 
tify the  council-general  in  having  recourse  to  untried 
and  hazardous  speculations  of  commerce.      It  appean 
that  there  must  have  been  a  market,  and  one  sufficiently 
lively.     They  assign  as  a  reason  of  this  assigned  dulness 
of  demand,  that  the  Dutch  had  been  expelled  from  Ben- 
gal, and  could  not  carry  the  usual  quantity  to  Batavia. 
But  the  Danes  were  not  expelled  from  Bengal,  and  Por- 
tuguese ships  traded  there :  neither  of  them  were  inter- 
dicted at  Batavia,  arid  the  trade  to  the  Eastern  porta 
was  free  to  them.     The  Danes  actually  applied  for,  and 
obtained  an  increase  of  the  quantity  to  which  their  pur- 
chases had  been  limited ;  and,  as  they  asked,  so  they 
received  this  indulgence  as  a  great  favour.     It  does  not 
appear  that  they  were  not  very  ready  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  Dutch.     On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Dutch  would  most  gladly  receive  an  arti- 
cle convenient,  if  not  necessary,   to  the  circulation  of 
their  commerce,  from  the  Danes,  or  under  any  name  ; 
nor  was  it  fit  that  the  company  should  use  an  extreme 
strictness  in  any  inquiry  concerning  the  necessary  dis- 
posal of  one  of  their  own  staple  commodities. 

The  supply  of  the  Canton  treasury  with  funds  for  the 
provision  of  the  next  year's  CJiina  investment  was  the 
ground  of  this  plan.  But  the  council-general  appear 
still  to  have  the  particularfidvantagc  of  Mr.  Sulivan  ia 
view ;  and,  not  satisfied  with  breaking  so  many  of  the 
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comptny's  orders  for  that  purpose,  to  make  the  contract 
an  object  saleable  to  the  greatest  advantage,  were  obli- 
ged  to  traDsfer  their  personal  partiality  frona  Mr.  8uli- 
van  to  the  contract  itself,  and  to  liand  it  over  to  the  as* 
a^ees  through  all  their  successions.  When  the  opium 
was  delivered,  the  duties  and  emoluments  of  the  con* 
tractor  ended ;  but  (it  appears  from  Mr.  Williamson's 
letter,  18tfa  October,  1781,  and  it  is  not  denied  by  the 
council-general)  this  new  scheme  furnished  them  with  a 
preitxi  cf  making  him  broker  for  China  investmenty  with 
the  profit  of  a  new  commission — to  what  amount  does 
not  appear :  but  here  their  constant  and  vigilant  observer, 
the  yendoe-raaster,  met  them  again :  they  seemed  to  live 
in  no  bmall  terror  of  this  gentleman.  To  satisfy  him  for 
the  loss  of  his  fee,  to  which  he  was  entitled  upon  the  pub- 
lie  sale,  they  gave  him  also  a  commission  of  one  per 
cent,  oo  the  investment.  Thus  was  this  object  loaded 
with  a  doable  commissbn ;  and  every  act  of  partiality  to 
one  person  produced  a  chargeable  compensation  to  some 
other  for  the  injustice  that  such  partiality  produced. 
Nor  wis  this  the  whole.  The  discontent  and  envy,  ex- 
cited by  this  act,  went  infinitely  further  than  to  those  im- 
mediately afiected,  and  something  or  other  was  to  bo 
found  out,  to  satisfy  as  many  as  possible. 

Afl  aoon  as  it  was  dbcovered  that  the  council  enter- 
tained a  design  of  opening  a  trade  on  those  principles,  it 
inunediateiy  engaged  the  attention  of  such  as  had  an  in- 
tent in  speculations  of  freight. 

A  memorial  seems  (o  have  been  drawn  early,  as  it  b 
dated  on  the  29th  of  March,  though  it  was  not  the  first 
publicly  presented  to  the  board.  This  memorial  was 
nresented  on  the  17th  of  September,  1781,  by  Mr. 
Wheeler,  conformably  (as  he  says)  to  the  desire  of  the 
gDvemor-general ;  and  it  contained  a  long  and  elaborate 
discertatioo  on  the  trade  to  China ;  tending  to  prove  the 
advantage  of  extending  the  sale  of  English  manufactures 
and  other  goods  to  the  north  of  that  country,  beyond  the 
usual  emporium  of  European  nations.  This  ample,  and 
not  ill-reasoned  theoretical  performance  (though  not  al- 
together new,  either  in  speculation  or  attempt )  ended  by 
a  practical  proposition,  very  short  indeed  of  the  ideas 
opened  in  the  preliminary  discourse,  but  better  adapted 
to  the  immediate  effect.  It  was,  that  the  company 
■bonld  undertake  the  sale  of  its  own  opium  in  China,  and 
commit  the  management  of  the  business  to  the  memo- 
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rialisty  who  offered  to  furnish  them  with  a  strong  armed 
ship  for  that  purpose.  The  offer  was  accepted ;  and 
the  agreement  made  with  him  for  the  transport  of  two 
thousand  chests. 

A  proposal  by  another  person  was  niade  the  July  fol- 
lowing the  date  of  this  project ;  it  appears  to  have  been 
early  in  the  formal  delivery  at  the  board ;  this  was  for 
the  export  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  chests. 
This  too  was  accepted,  but  with  new  conditions  and 
restrictions :  for  in  so  vast  and  new  an  undertaking,  great 
difficulties  occurred.  In  the  first  place,  all  importa- 
tion of  that  commodity  is  rigourously  forbidden  by  the 
laws  of  China.  The  impropriety  of  a  political  trader, 
who  is  Lord  over  a  great  empire,  being  concerned  in  a 
contraband  trade  upon  his  own  account,  did  not  seem  in 
the  least  to  affect  them ;  but  they  were  struck  with  the 
obvious  danger  of  subjecting  tlieir  goods  to  seizure  by 
the  vastness  of  the  prohibited  import.  To  secure  the 
larger  adventure,  they  require  of  the  China  factory  that 
colonel  Watson's  ship  should  enter  the  port  of  Canton  as 
an  armed  ship^  (they  would  not  say  a  ship  of  war,  thoii|^ 
that  must  be  meant,)  that  her  cargo  should  not  be  re- 
ported ;  they  also  ordered  that  other  measures  should 
DC  adopted  to  secure  this  prohibited  article  from  seizure* 

If  the  cargo  should  get  in  safe,  another  danger  was  in 
view — the  overloading  the  Chinese  market  by  a  supply 
beyond  the  demand :  for  it  is  obvious  that  contraband 
trade  must  exist  by  small  quantities  of  goods  poured  in 
by  intervals,  and  not  by  great  importations  at  one  time. 
To  guard  against  this  inconvenience,  they  divide  their 
second,  though  the  smaller  adventure,  into  two  parts ; 
one  of  which  was  to  go  to  the  markets  of  the  barbarous 
natives,  which  inhabit  the  coast  of  Malacca,  where  the 
chances  of  its  being  disposed  of  by  robbery  or  sale  were 
at  least  equal.  If  the  opium  should  be  disposed  of  there^ 
the  produce  was  to  be  invested  in  merchandise  saleable 
in  China,  or  in  dollars,  if  to  be  had.  The  other  part 
(about  one  half)  was  to  go  in  kind  directly  to  the  port  of 
Canton. 

The  dealing  at  this  time  seemed  closed  :  but  the  gen* 
tiemen  who  chartered  the  ships,  always  recoHectiog 
something,  applied  anew  to  the  board  to  be  furnished 
with  cannon  from  the  company's  ordnance.  Borne  was 
delivered  to  them ;  but  the  office  of  ordnance  (so  heavily 
expensive  to  the  company)  was  not  sufficient  to  spare  a 
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few  iroa  guns  for  a  merchant  ship.  Orders  were  givea 
to  cast  a  few  cannon  ;  and  an  application  made  to  Ma- 
dras, at  a  Uiousand  miles  distance,  for  the  rest.  Ma* 
dras  answers,  that  they  cannot  exactly  comply  with  the 
requisition:  but  still  the  board  at  Bengal  iM^f^  better 
things  from  them  than  they  promise,  and  flatter  them- 
selves that,  with  their  assistance,  they  shall  properly 
arm  a  ship  of  thirty-two  guns. 

Whilst  these  dispositions  were  making,  the  first  pro^ 
poser,  perceiving  advantages  from  the  circuitous  voyage 
of  the  second,  which  had  escaped  his  observation,  to 
make  amends  for  his  first  omission,  improved  both  on  his 
own  proposal  and  on  that  of  the  person  who  had  im- . 
proved  on  him.  He  therefore  applied  Ar  leave  to  take 
two  hundred  and  fifty  chests  on  his  own  account,  which 
he  said  could  "  be  readily  disposed  of  at  the  several  pla- 
ces where  it  was  necessary  for  the  ship  to  touch  for 
wood  and  water,  or  intelligence,  during  her  intended  voy- 
age through  the  eastern  islands.^^  As  a  corrective  to 
this  extraordinary  request,  he  assured  the  board  that  if 
he  should  meet  with  any  unexpected  delay  at  these  mar- 
kets, he  would  send  their  cargo  to  its  destination^  having 
lecured  a  swiji-sailif^  sloop  for  the  protection  of  hin 
ship ;  and  this  sloop  he  proposed  in  such  a  case  to  leave 
behind.  Such  an  extraordinary  eagerness  to  deal  in 
opium  lets  in  another  view  of  the  merits  of  the  alleged 
diiUaeu  of  the  market,  on  which  this  trade  was  under- 
taken for  the  company's  account. 

The  council,  who  had  with  great  condescension  and  oir 
ficial  facility,  consented  to  every  demand  hitherto  made, 
were  not  reluctant  with  regard  to  this  last.  The  quan- 
tity of  opium  required  by  the  freighters,  and  the  per- 
missioQ  of  a  trading  voyage,  were  granted  without  hesi- 
tation. The  cargo  having  become  far  more  valuable  by 
this  small  infusion  of  private  interest,  the  armament, 
irhich  was  deemed  sufficient  to  defend  the  company's 
large  share  of  the  adventure,  was  now  discovered  to  be 
unequal  to  the  protection  of  the  whole.  For  the  con- 
Toy  of  these  two  ships  the  council  hire  and  arm  another* 
How  they  were  armed,  or  whether  in  fact  they  were  pro- 
perly armed  at  all,  does  not  appear.  It  is  true  that  the 
supreme  council  proposed  that  these  ships  should  also 
convey  supplies  to  Madras ;  but  this  was  a  secondary 
Consideration-«-their  primary  object  was  the  adventure 
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of  opium.    To  this  they  were  permanently  attached,  and. 
were  obliged  to  attend  to  its  final  destination. 

The  difficolty  of  disposing  of  the  opiom,  according  to 
this  project,  being  thus  got  over,  a  material  preliminarj 
difficolty  still  stood  in  the  way  of  the  whole  scheme. 
The  contractor  or  his  assignees  were  to  be  paid.  The 
company's  treasure  was  wholly  exhausted,  and  even  its 
credit  was  exceedingly  strained.  The  latter,  however, 
was  the  better  resource,  and  to  this  they  resolved  to  a{i- 

I)ly.  They  therefore,  at  different  times,  opened  two 
oans  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  each :  the  first 
was  reserved  for  the  company's  servants,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, to  be  distributed  in  shares  according  to  their  rank ; 
the  other  was  more  general.  The  terms  of  both  loans 
were,  that  the  risk  of  the  voyage  was  to  be  on  account . 
of  the  company.  The  payment  was  to  be  in  bills  (at  a 
rate  of  exchange  settled  from  the  supercargoes  at  Can- 
ton) upon  the  same  company.  In  whatever  proportion 
the  adventure  should  fail,  either  in  the  ships  not  safely 
arriving  in  China,  or  otherwise,  in  that  proportion  the 
subscribers  were  to  content  themselves  with  the  com* 
pany's  bonds  for  their  money,  bearing  eight  per  cent,  in- 
terest. A  share  in  this  subscription  was  thought  exceed- 
ing desirable ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  writes  from  Benares,  where 
he  was  employed  in  the  manner  already  reported,  and  here- 
after to  be  observed  upon,  requesting  that  the  subscrip- 
tion should  be  left  open  to  his  officers,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  the  military  operations  against  Chejt  Sing; 
and,  accordingly,  three  majors,  seven  captains,  twenty- 
three  lieutenants,  the  surgeon  belonging  to  the  detach- 
ment, and  two  civil  servants  of  high  rank,  who  attended 
him,  were  admitted  to  subscribe. 

Bills  upon  Europe  without  interest  are  always  pre- 
ferred to  the  company's  bonds,  even  at  the  high  interest 
allowed  in  India.  They  are  indeed  so  greedily  sought 
there,  and  (because  they  tend  to  bring  an  immediate  and 
visible  distress  in  Leadenhall-street)  so  much  dreaded 
here,  that  by  an  act  of  parliament  the  company's  8er«. 
vants  are  restricted  from  drawing  bills  beyond  a  certain 
amount  u|)on  the  company  in  England. 

In  Bengal  they  have  been  restrained  to  about  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  tiiousand  pounds  annually.  The  legist 
lature,  infiuenced  more  strongly  with  the  same  appre? 
hensions,  has  restrained  the  directors,  as  the  directors 
have  restrained  their  servants ;  and  have  gone  so  far  as 
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I  itt  the  power  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury  to  au- 
e  the  acceptance  of  any  bills  beyond  an  amount 
Aed  in  the  act. 

B  fiJse  principles  of  this  unmercantile  transaction 
eak  of  it  in  the  mildest  terms)  were  too  gross  not 
▼isibie  to  those  who  contrived  it.  That  the  com- 
ihould  be  made  to  borrow  such  a  sum  as  two  hundred 
ind  pounds^  at  eight  per  cent,  (or  terms  deemed 
6  company  to  be  worse)  in  order  first  to  buy  a 
odity,  represented  by  themselves  as  depreciated  in 
linary  market,  in  order  afterwards  to  carry  one 
f  it  through  a  circuitous  trading  voyage  ;  depend- 
r  its  ultimate  success  on  the  prudent  and  fortunate 
^ment  of  two  or  three  sales,  and  purchases  and  re- 
y(  goods,  and  the  chance  of  two  or  three  markets, 
ill  the  risks  of  sea  and  enemy,  was  plainly  no  un- 
di^  for  such  a  body.  The  activity,  private  inte- 
and  the  sharp  eye  of  personal  superintendency, 
Kyw  and  then  succeed  in  such  projects ;  but  the  re- 
impection  and  unwcildy  movements  of  great  pub- 
idles  can  find  nothing  but  loss  in  them.     Their 

paratively  small,  ought  to  be  upon  sure  grounds ; 

(as  the  council  states  the  matter)  the  private 
'  actually  declines  to  deal ;  which  is  a  proof  more 
lecessary  to  demonstrate  the  extreme  imprudence 
ich  an  undertaking  on  the  company's  account. 
itionger  and  equally  obvious  objections  lay  to  that 
ler  of  the  project,  which  regards  the  introduction 
soDtraband  commodity  into  China,  sent  at  such  a 
f  aeizure,  not  only  of  the  immediate  object  to  be 
^ed  in,  but  of  all  the  company's  property  in  Can- 
kiid  possibly  at  a  hazard  to  tlie  existence  of  tiie  Bri- 
actory  at  that  port. 

»  stated,  indeed,  that  a  monopolizing  company  in 
»ii,  called  the  Cohong,  had  reduced  commerce  there 
leplorable  state,  and  had  rendered  the  gains  of  pri- 
merchants,  either  in  opium  or  any  thing  else,  so 
and  so  precarious,  that  they  were  no  longer  able, 
ircbasing  that  article,  to  furnish  the  company  with 
y  fior  a  China  investment.  For  this  purpose,  the 
a  whose  proposal  is  accepted,  declares  his  project 
to  set  up  a  monopoly  on  the  part  of  the  company 
It  the  monopoly  of  the  Chinese  mercliants ;  but  as 

I  whole  mn  has  aot  been  actually  raised  ;  but  the  defidcDcy  is  not 
wiidinble. 

»L.  Tf.  [    14    ] 
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the  Chinese  monopoly  is  at  honae»  and  supported  (as  the 
minute  referred  to  asserts)  bj  the  country  magistrates, 
it  is  plain  it  is  the  Chinese  company,  not  the  Eogliah^ 
which  must  prescribe  the  terms ;  particularly  in  a  cooi- 
modity,  which  if  withheld  from  them  at  their  market 
price,  they  can,  whenever  they  please,  be  certain  of  pur- 
chasing as  a  condemned  contraband. 

There  are  two  further  circumstances  in  this  transac- 
tion, which  strongly  mark  its  character;  the  first  is,  that 
this  adventure  to  China  was  not  recommended  to  them 
by  tlie  factory  of  Canton ;  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt 
it  without  their  previous  advice,  and  an  assurance  ground* 
ed  on  the  state  of  the  market,  and  the  dispositions  of 
the  government,  that'  the  measure,  in  a  commercial  light, 
would  be  profitable,  or  at  least  safe.  Neither  was  that 
factory  applied  to  on  the  state  of  the  bills,  which,  upon 
their  own  account,  they  might  be  obliged  to  draw  upon 
Europe,  at  a  time  when  the  council  of  Bengal  direct 
them  to  draw  bills  to  so  enormous  an  amount. 

The  second  remarkable  circumstance  is,  that  the  board 
of  trade  in  Calcutta  (the  proper  administrator  of  all  that 
relates  to  the  company's  investment)  does  not  seem  to 
bave  given  its  approbation  to  the  project,  or  to  have  been 
at  all  consulted  upon  it.  The  sale  of  opium  had  been 
adjudged  to  the  board  of  trade  for  the  express  purpose 
of  selling  it  in  Bengal,  not  in  China :  and  of  employing 
the  produce  of  such  sale  in  the  manufactures  of  the  coun* 
try,  in  Vhich  the  original  commodity  was  produced.  On 
the  whole,  it  appears  a  mere  trading  speculation  of  the 
council,  invading  the  department  of  others,  without  li^ta 
of  its  own,  without  authority,  or  information  from  any 
other  quarter.  In  a  commercial  view,  it  straitened  the 
company ^s  investment,  to  which  it  was  destined:  as  a 
measure  of  finance,  it  is  a  contrivance,  by  which  a  mo- 
nopoly, formed  for  the  increase  of  revenue,  instead  of  be^ 
coming  one  of  its  resources,  involves  the  treasury,  in  the 
first  instance,  in  a  debt  of  two  hundred  thousand  fiounds. 

If  Mr,  Hastings,  on  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Macken- 
zie's contract,  (the  advantages  of  which  to  the  company 
had  been  long  doubtful,)  had  put  himself  in  a  situation  to 
do  his  duty,  some  immediate  loss  to  the  revenue  would 
bave  been  the  worst  consequence  of  the  alleged  depre- 
ciation ;  probably  it  would  not  have  been  considerable. 
Mr.  M'Rcnzie's  contract,  which  at  first  was  for  three 
years,  had  been  only  renewed  for  a  year.  Had  the  samc^ 
course  been  pursued  with  Mr.  Sulivaoi  they  would  have 
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kd  it  ia  their  power  to  adopt  some  plan,  which  might 
itave  secured  them  from  any  loss  at  all.  But  thej  pur- 
ned  another  plan ;  they  carefully  put  all  remedy  still 
looger  out  of  their  reach,  by  giving  their  contract  for 
tour  years.  To  cover  all  these  irregularities,  they  in- 
terest the  settlement  in  their  favour,  by  holding  out  to 
them  the  most  tempting  of  all  baits,  in  a  chance  of  bills 
apoD  Europe. 

In  tills  manner  the  servants  abroad  have  conducted 
Ihemselves  with  regard  to  Mr.  Sulivan's  contract  for 

£iiun,  and  the  disposal  of  the  commodity.  In  England, 
t  court  of  directors  took  it  into  consideration.  First 
SB  to  the  contract,  in  a  letter  dated  12th  July,  1782, 
they  say,  that  ^  having  condemned  the  contract  enter- 
ed into  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  for  the  provision  of  opium, 
they  cannot  but  be  surprised  at  your  having  concluded  a 
new  contract  for  four  years  relative  to  that  article  with 
Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan,  without  leaving  the  decision  of  it 
to  the  court  of  directors.''  « 

The  sentiments  of  the  directors  are  proper,  and  wor- 
thy of  persons  in  public  trust.  Their  surprise  indeed  at 
the  disooedience  to  their  orders  is  not  perfectly  natural 
in  those  who  for  many  years  have  scarcely  been  obeyed 
in  a  single  instance.  They  probably  asserted  their  au« 
tfaority,  at  this  time,  with  as  much  vigour  as  their  condi- 
tion sMlmitted. 

They  proceed :  **  We  do  not  mean  (say  they)  to  con* ' 
▼ey  any  censure  on  Mr.  Sulivan  resnecting  the  transac- 
tion ;  but  we  cannot  withhold  our  displeasure  from  the 
governor  general  and  council  at  such  an  instance  of  cou" 
t&npi  of  our  authority."  They  then  proceed  justly  to 
censure  the  removal  of  the  inspection,  and  some  other 
particulars  of  this  gross  proceeding.  As  to  the  crimi- 
nality q{  the  parties,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  a  breach 
of  duty  in  servants  is  highly  aggravated  by  the  rank,  sta- 
tion, and  trust  of  the  offending  party.  But  no  party,  in 
nch  conspiracy  to  break  orders,  appear  to  us  wholly  free 
bom  fault 

The  directors  did  their  duty  in  reprobating  this  con- 
tiact ;  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  fur- 
ther steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  inquire  into  the  legal  va- 
lidity ot  a  transaction,  which  manifestly  attempts  to  pre- 
vent the  court  of  directors  from  applying  any  remedy  to 
t  grievance  which  has  been  fur  years  the  constant  sub- 
ject of  complaints. 
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Botb  Mr.  Sulivan  and  Mr.  Hastings  are  the  companj't 
iervants,  bound  by  their  covenants  and  their  oaths  to  pro* 
mote  the  interest  of  their  masters,  and  both  equally 
bound  to  be  obedient  to  their  orders.  If  the  governor 
general  had  contracted  with  a  stranger,  not  apprised  of 
the  company's  orders,  and  not  bound  by  any  previous  en- 
gagement, the  contract  might  have  been  good ;  but  whe- 
ther a  contract  made  between  two  servants,  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  their  common  master,  and  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  known  interest,  be  a  breach  of  trust  on  both  sidea; 
and  whether  the  contract  can  in  equity  have  force  to 
bind  the  company,  whenever  they  shall  be  inclined  to 
free  themselves  and  the  country  they  govern  from  this 
mischievous  monopoly ;  your  committee  think  a  subject 
worthy  of  further  inquiry. 

Vfith  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  opium,  the  direc- 
tors  very  properly  condemn  the  direct  contraband ;  but 
they  appi-ove  the  trading  voyage.  The  directors  have 
observed  nothing  concerning  the  loans.  They  probably 
reserved  that  matter  for  future  consideration. 

In  no  affair  has  the  connexion  between  servants  abroad 
and  persons  in  power  among  the  proprietors  of  the  India 
<u>mpany  been  more  discernible  than  in  this.  But  if 
such  confederacies,  cemented  by  such  means,  are  suffer* 
ed  to  pass  without  due  animadversion,  the  authority  of 
parliament  must  become  as  inefficacious  as  all  other  au- 
thorities have  proved,  to  restrain  the  growth  of  disorders 
either  in  India  or  in  Europe. 


SALt. 

The  reports  made  by  the  two  committees  of  the  bouse^ 
which  sat  in  the  years  1772  and  1773,  of  the  state  and 
conduct  of  the  inland  trade  of  Bengal  up  to  that  period, 
bave  assisted  the  inquiries  of  your  committee,  with  rec 
spect  to  the  third  and  last  article  of  monopoly,  viz.  that 
of  salt ;  and  made  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  enter  into 
lo  minute  a  detail  on  that  subject  as  they  have  done  on 
some  others. 

Your  committee  find,  that  the  late  Lord  Clive  con- 
■tantly  asserted,  that  the  salt  trade  in  Bengal  had  been 
a  monopoly  time  immemorial ;  that  it  ever  was  and  ever 
Mtust  be  a  aionopoly ;  and  that  Coja  Wazid,  and  other 
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fterchtnts  long  before  him,  had  given  to  the  nabob  iind 
MiiDioiitere  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  {)er  aninimfor 
the  exclusive  privilege.  The  directors,  in  their  letter 
rf  the  24th  December,  1776,  paragraph  seventy-six,  say, 
'  tliftt  it  has  ever  been  in  a  great  measure  an  exclusive 
trede." 

The  secret  committee  report,  that  under  the  govern-  J"^^ 
■eat  of  the  nabobs,  the  duty  on  salt  made  in  Bengal  was  p.  loi 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  paid  by  mussulmen,  and  five 
Mr  cent,  paid  by  gentoos.  On  the  accession  of  Mir 
Cmim  in  1760,  the  claim  of  the  company's  servants 
le  trade  in  salt,  duty  free,  was  first  avowed.  Mr. 
Tansittart  made  an  s^reement  with  him,  by  which  the 
Mies  should  be  fixed  at  nine  per  cent.  The  council 
mnlled  the  agreement,  and  reduced  the  duty  to  two 
Old  a  half  per  cent.  On  this,  Mir  Cassim  ordered,  that 
■e  cnstoms  or  duties  whatsoever  should  be  collected 
far  the  future.  But  a  majority  of  the  council  (22d  March 
1TI13)  resolved,  that  the  making  the  exemption  general 
was  a  breach  of  the  company's  privileges ;  and  that  the 
Bsbob  should  be  positively  required  to  recall  it,  and  col- 
bet  duties  as  before  from  the  country  merchants,  and  all 
olber  persons,  who  bad  not  the  protection  of  the  compa^ 
mr**  Quatuck.  The  directors,  as  the  evident  reason  of 
the  thing,  and  as  their  duty  required,  disapproved  highly 
of  these  transactions,  and  ordered  (8th  February  1764) 
a  final  and  effectual  stop  to  be  pxU  to  the  inland  trade  in 
mU^  and  several  other  articles  of  commerce.     But  other 

etics  and  other  interests  prevailed ;  so  that,  in  the  May 
>wing,  a  general  court  resolved,  that  it  should  be  re- 
commended tf>  the  court  of  directors  to  reconsider  the 
preceding  orders.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  di- 
rectors ordered  the  governor  and  council  to  form  a  plan, 
in   concert  with  the  nabob,  for   regulating  the  inland 


On  these  last  orders  Lord  Clive's  plan  was  formed  in 
1765  for  engrossing  the  sole  purchase  of  salt,  and  divi- 
ding the  profits  among  the  company's  senior  servants. 
The  directors,  who  bad  hitherto  reluctantly  given  way 
to  a  monopoly  under  any  ideas,  or  for  any  purposes,  dis-  p„  ^ 
approved  of  this  plan,  and  on  the  I7th  May,  1766  or-  ^^^^ 
mmd  it  to  be  abolished ;  but  they  substituted  no  other  p^t 

its  room.     In  this  manner  things  continued  until  No-  coi?  oc 
',  1767,  when  the  directors  repeated  their  orders  ^^ml 
excluding  all  persons  whatever,  excepting  the  natives  2S?  g|^ 
mfyf  firom  being  concerned  in  the  inland  trade  in  salt ;  ^* 
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aod  t}icy  declared,  tliat  (ride  par.  90)  ^^such  trade  %$ 
hereby  abolished  and  put  a  final  end  to" — In  the  same 
letter  (par.  92)  they  ordered  that  the  salt  trade  shoald 
be  laid  open  to  the  natives  in  general,  subject  to  such  a 
duty  as  might  produce  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
pounds  a  year.  This  policy  was  adopted  by  the  legisla* 
ture.  In  the  act  of  1773,  it  was  expressly  provided, 
that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  of  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects to  engage,  intermeddle,  or  be  any  way  concerned, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  (he  inland  trade  in  salt,  except 
on  the  India  company's  account. 

Under  the  positive  orders  of  the  company,  the  salt 
trade  appears  to  have  continued  open  from   1768  to 
1772.     The  act  indeed  contained  an  exception  in  fa- 
vour of  the  company,  and  left  them  a  liberty  of  dealing 
in  salt  upon  their  own  account.     But  still  this  policy  re- 
mained unchanged,  and  their  orders  unrevoked*     But  ia 
the  year  1772,  without  any  instruction  from  the  court 
of  directors  indicating  a  change  of  opinion  or  system,  the 
whole  produce  was  again  monopolized,  professedly  for 
the  use  of  the  company,  by  Mr.  Hastings. — ^Speaking of 
this  plan,  he  says:  (letter  to  the  directors,  22d  Februa- 
ry, 1776)  ^'  No  new  hardship  has  been  imposed  upon  the 
■alt  manufacturers  by  taking  the  managament  of  that  ar- 
ticle into  the  hands  of  government ;  the  only  difference 
is,  that  the  profit,  which  was  before  reaped  by  floglish 
Tid«     gentlemen  and  by  Banians,  is  now  acquired  by  the  com- 
J^djf^  pany." — In  May,  1766,  the  directors  had  condemned  the 
nu  I?"'  monopoly  on  any  conditions  whatsoever.    ^^  At  that  time 
ipjf;     they  thought  it  neither  consistent  with  their  honour  nor 
I^J^   their  dignity   to   promote  such  an  exclusive   trade." 
■^    <<  They  considered  it  too  as  disgraceful  and  beUm  Iftf 
•om.  or  dignity  of  their  present  situation  to  allow  of  such  a  mo- 
Ai7^  fiopoly ;  and  that,  were  they  to  allow  it  under  any  re- 
^^o.  "trictions,  they  should  consider  themselves  as  assenting 
^*        and  subscribing  to  all  the  mischiefs,  which  Bengal  had 
2^  ^  presented  to  them  for  four  years  past." 

Notwithstanding  this  solemn  declaration  in  their  let- 
ter of  24th  December,  1776,  they  approve  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  say  ^<  that  the  monopoly  on  its  present 
footing  can  be  no  considerable  grievance  to  the  coon- 
try,"  &c. 

This,  however,  was  a  rigorous  monopoly.  The  ac^ 
count  given  of  it  by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson^ 
and  Mr*  Francis,  in  their  minute  of  lUh  January,  1775^ 
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m  whidi  the  sitoation  of  the  Molongees,  or  persons  em 
plojed  hi  the  salt  manufacture,  is  particularly  described, 
a  stated  at  length  in  the  appendix.    Mr.  Hastings  himself 
ajSy  '<  the  power  of  obliging  Molungees  to  work  has  been 
customarj  from  time  immemorial." 

Nothing  but  great  and  clear  advantage  to  government 
could  account  for,  and  nothing  at  all  perhaps  could  jus- 
tify the  revival  of  a  monopoly  thus  circumstanced.  The 
advantage  proposed  by  its  revival  was  the  transferring 
the  profit,  which  was  before  reaped  by  English  gentle- 
men and  Banians,  to  the  company.  The  profits  of  the 
former  were  not  problematical.  It  was  to  be  seen  what 
the  eflfer.t  would  oe  of  a  scheme  to  transfer  them  to  the 
latter,  even  under  the  management  of  the  projector  him- 
self. In  the  revenue  4:onsultations  of  September,  1766, 
Mr*  Hastings  said,  *<  many  causes  have  since  combined  to 
reduce  this  article  of  revenue  almost  to  nothing.  The 
plan,  which  I  am  now  inclined  to  recommend  for  the  fu- 
ture management  of  the  salt  revenue,  difiers  widely  from 
that  which  I  adopted  under  different  circumstances.*' 

It  appears  that  the  ill  success  of  his  former  scheme 
did  not  deter  him  from  recommending  another.  Accord- 
ingly, in  July,  1777,  Mr.  Hastings  proposed,  and  it  was 
resolved,  that  the  salt  mahls  should  be  let,  with  the  lands, 
to  the  farmers  and  Zemindars  for  a  ready  money  rent, 
inclodiDg  duties ;  the  salt  to  be  left  to  their  disposal. 

Afler  some  trial  of  this  method,  Mr.  Hastings  thought 
fit  to  abandon  it.  In  September,  1780,  he  changed  his 
plan  a  third  time,  and  proposed  the  institution  of  a  salt 
office — ^the  salt  was  to  be  again  engrossed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  company,  and  the  management  conducted  by  a 
number  of  salt  agents. 

From  the  preceding  facts  it  appears,  that  in  this 
branch  of  the  company's  government  little  regard  has 
been  paid  to  the  ease  and  welfare  of  the  natives ;  and 
that  the  directors  have  no  where  shown  greater  incon- 
sistency than  in  their  orders  on  this  subject. — Yet  salt, 
considering  it  as  a  necessary  of  life,  was  by  no  means 
a  safe  and  proper  subject  fdt  so  many  experiments  and 
innoTations.  For  ten  years  together  the  directors  re- 
probated the  idea  of  suflfering  this  necessary  of  life  to  be 
cngroBsed  on  any  condition  whatsoever;  and  strictly 
prohibited  all  Europeans  from  trading  in  it.  Yet,  as 
aooD  as  they  were  mide  to  expect  from  Mr.  Hastings, 
ibat  the  profits  of  the  monopoly  should  be  converted  to 
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their  own  use,  they  immediately  declared,  that  it  ^^  cc 
be  no  considerable  grievance  to  the  country,"  and 
thorized  its  continuance  ;  until  he  himself,  finding  it  | 
duced  little  or  nothing,  renounced  it  of  his  own  aca 
Your  committee  are  apprehensive  that  this  will  at 
times^  whatever  flattering  appearance  it  may  wear  fi 
time,  be  the  fate  of  any  attempt  to  monopolize  the 
for  the  profit  of  government.  In  the  first  instanc 
will  raise  the  price  on  the  consumer  beyond  its  just  le' 
but  that  evil  will  soon  be  corrected  by  means  ruinou 
the  company  as  monopolists,  viz.  by  the  embezzlen 
of  their  own  salt,  and  by  the  importation  of  foreign  i 
neither  of  which  the  government  of  Bengal  may  h 
power  for  any  long  time  to  prevent.  In  the  end,  gov* 
ment  will  probably  be  undersold,  and  beaten  down 
losing  price.  Or,  if  they  should  attempt  to  force 
the  advantages  from  this  article,  of  which  by  every 
ertion  it  tmy  be  made  capable,  it  may  distress  m 
other  part  of  their  possessions  in  L  dia,  and  destroy 
at  least  impair,  the  natural  intercourse  between  tji 
tlltimately  it  may  hurt  Bengal  itself,  and  the  produc 
its  landed  revenue,  by  destroying  the  vent  of  that  gt 
which  it  would  otherwise  barter  for  salt. 

Your  committee  think  it  hardly  necessary  to  obm 
that  the  many  changes  of  plan  which  have  taken  plac 
the  management  of  the  salt  trade,  are  far  from  bono 
ble  to  tiie  company's  government ;  and  that,  even  if 
monopoly  of  this  article  were  a  profitable  conceri 
should  not  be  permitted.  Exclusive  of  the  general 
feet  of  this  and  of  all  monopolies,  the  oppressions  wl 
the  manufacturers  of  salt,  called  Molunj^ees^  still  si 
under  it,  tiiough  perhaps  alleviated  in  some  particul 
deserve  particular  attention.  There  is  evidence  em 
on  the  company's  records  to  satisfy  your  committee 
these  people  have  been  treated  with  great  rigour; 
not  only  defrauded  of  the  due  payment  of  their  lab 
but  delivered  over,  like  cattle,  in  succession  to  diflfe 
masters,  who,  under  pretence  of  buying  up  the  balai 
due  to  their  preceding  employers,  find  means  of  kee 
thera  in  perpetual  slavery.  For  evils  of  this  na 
there  can  be  no  perfect  remedy,  as  long  as  the  mono 
continues.  Tliey  are  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and 
not  be  cured  or  effectually  counteracted  even  by  a 
and  vigilant  administration  on  the  spot.  Many  object 
occur  to  the  farming  of  any  branch  of  the  public  r 
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nue  in  Bengal,  particularly  against  fanning  the  salt  lands. 
But  the  dilemma  to  which  government,  by  tliis  system, 
is  constantly  reduced,  of  autiiorizing  great  injustice,  or 
BuflTering  gi-eat  loss,  is  alone  sufficient  to  condemn  it. 
Eitiier  government  is  expected  to  supfiort  the  farmer  or 
coutraclor  in  all  his  pretensions  by  an  exertion  of  power, 
which  tends  of  necci^sity  to  the  ruin  of  the  parties  sub- 
jected to  tlie  farmer's  contract,  and  to  the  su]>pression 
of  free  trade ; — or,  if  such  assistance  be  refused  him,  he 
complains  that  he  is  not  supi)orted — that  private  per- 
sons interfere  with  his  contract — that  the  manufacturers 
desert  their  labour,  and  that  proportionate  deductions 
must  be  allowed  him. 

After  the  result  of  their  examination  into  the  general 
nature  and  cflect  of  this  monopoly^  it  remains  only  for 
your  committee  to  inquire  whether  thereiwas  any  valid 
foundation  for  that  declaration  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which 
we  conclude  must  have  principally  recommended  the 
monopoly  of  salt  to  the  favour  of  the  court  of  directors ; 
viz.  ^'  that  the  profit,  which  was^before  rcupedby  English 
gentlemen,  and  by  Banians,  was  now  acquired  by  the 
company."  On  the  contrary,  it  was  proved  and  acknow- 
ledged before  the  governor-general  and  council,  when 
they  inquired  into  this  matter  in  March,  1775,  that  the 
chiefs  and  councils  of  those  districts,  in  which  there 
were  salt  maids,  reserved  particular  salt  farms  for  their 
off-ii  use,  and  divided  the  profits,  in  certain  stated  pro- 
porlionsy  among  themselves  and  their  assistants.  But, 
unless  a  detail  of  these  transactions,  and  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  them,  should  be  called  for  by  the  house,  it 
is  our  wish  to  avoid  entering  into  it.  On  one  example 
only  your  committee  think  it  just  and  proper  to  insist, 
stating  &rst  to  the  house  on  what  principles  they  have 
made  this  selection. 

In  pursuing  their  inquiries,  your  committee  have  en- 
deavoured chiefly  to  keep  in  view  the  conduct  of  persons 
in  the  highest  stations,  particularly  of  those,  in  whom 
the  legislature,  as  well   as  the  company,  have  placed  a 
special  confidence;  judging  that  the   conduct  of  such 
Mrsons  is  not  only  must  important  in  itself,  but  most 
likely  to  influence  tiie  subonlinate  ranks  of  the  service. 
Your  committee  have  also  examined  Wur  jHoreedings  of 
titc  court  of  directors  on  ail  those  iiistanrcs  of  the   be- 
bvidar  of  their  servants  tliat  sr^erned  1o  dt^^«Tve.  and  did 
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sometimes  attract,  their  immediate  attention.  Tiitj 
coHBtantlj  find  that  the  negligence  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors has  kept  pace  with,  and  must  naturally  have  quick- 
ened, the  growlii  of  the  practices  .which  they  have  con- 
demned. Bieach  of  duty  abroad,  will  always  go  hand  in 
hand  with  neglect  of  it  at  home.  In  general,  the  court 
of  directors,  though  suiBciently  severe  in  censuring 
offences,  and  sometimes  in  punishing  those  whom  they 
have  regarded  as  offenders  of  a  lower  rs^k,  appear  to  have 
suffered  the  most  conspicuous,  and,  therefore,  the  most 
dangerous,  examples  of  disobedience  and  misconduct  iq 
the  first  department  of  their  service,  to  pass  with  a  feeble 
and  ineffectual  condemnation.  In  those  cases  whicli 
they  have  deemed  too  apparent  and  too  strong  to  be  dis- 
regarded even  witli  safety  to  themselves,  and  against 
which  their  heaviest  displeasure  has  been  declared,  it 
appears  to  your  committee  that  their  interferencej^ 
such  as  it  was,  had  a  mischievous,  rather  than  a  useful 
tendency.  A  total  neglect  of  duty  in  this  respect,  how- 
ever culpable,  is  not  to  be  compared,  either  in  its  nature 
or  in  its  consequences,  with  the  destructive  principles, 
on  which  they  have  acted.  It  has  been  their  practiceji 
if  not  system,  to  inquire,  to  censure,  and  not  to  punish. 
As  long  as  the  misconduct  of  persons  in  power  in  Bengal 
was  encouraged  by  nothing  but  the  hopes  of  concealmentj 
it  may  be  presumed,  that  they  felt  some  restrsunt  upoQ 
their  actions,  and  that  they  stood  in  some  awe  of  the 

Eower  placed  over  them.  Whereas  it  is  to  be  appre- 
ended,  that  the  late  conduct  of  the  court  of  directors, 
tells  them,  in  effect,  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  fnun 
the  certainty  of  a  discovery. 

On  the  same  prmciple  on  which  your  committee  have 
generally  limited  their  researches  to  the  persons  placed 
by  parliament,  or  raised  or  put  in  nomination  by  the  court 
of  directors  to  the  highest  station  in  Bengal,  it  was  also 
their  original  wish  to  limit  those  inquiries  to  the  period 
at  which  parliament  interposed  its  authority  between  the 
company  and  their  servants,  and  gave  a  new  constitu- 
tion to  the  presidency  of  Fort  William.  If  the  com- 
pany's servants  had  taken  a  new  date  from  that  period, 
and  if  from  thenceforward  their  conduct  had  corresponded 
with  the  views  of  the  legislature,  it  is  probable  that  a  re- 
view of  the  transactions  of  remoter  periods  would  not 
have  been  deemed  necessary,  and  that  the  remembrance, 
ef  them  would  have  been  gradually  effaced,  and  fi^ayy; 
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Wttried  h  oblirioD.  But  the  reports  which  your  commit 
toe  hftve  abetdy  made,  have  BhoWn  the  house  that  from 
tlie  year  1772,  when  those  proceedings  commenced  in 
narlament,  on  which  the  act  of  the  following  year  wai 
Soonded,  abuses  of  every  kind  have  prevailed  and  multi- 
plied in  Bengal  to  a  degree  unknown  in  former  times, 
«sd  are  perfectly  suf&cient  to  account  for  the  present 
distress  of  the  company's  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  affair  which  your  committee  now  lays  before  the 
boose,  occupies  too  large  a  space  in  the  company's  re- 
cords, and  is  of  too  much  im[)ortance  in  eveiy  point  of 
view,  to  be  passed  over. 

Your  committee  find  that  in  March,  1775,  a  pctitiod 
WIS  presented  to  the  governor-general  and  council  by  a 
person  called  CojaKaworke,  an  Armenian  merchant  resi- 
dent at  Dacca,  (of  which  division  Mr.  Richard  Barwell 
had  lately  been  chief,)  setting  forth  in  substance,  that  in 
November,  1772,  the  petitioner  had  farmed  a  certain  salt 
district  called  Savage-poor^  and  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  committee  of  circuit  for  providing  and  de- 
livering to  the  India  company  the  salt  produced  in  that 
district:  that  in  1773  he  farmed  another  called  Selinuk' 
bad  on  similar  conditions :  he  alleges,  that  in  February; 
1774,  when  Mr.  Barwell  arrived  at  Daccd,  he  ciiarged 
the  petitioner  with  125,500  rupees  (equal  to  13,000/.) 
as  a  contribution ;  and,  in  order  to  levy  it,  did  the  same 
year  deduct  20,799  rupees  from  the  amount  of  the  ad- 
vanee-numtyf  which  was  ordered  to  be  paid  tb  the  peti- 
tioner, on  account  of  the  India  company,  for  the  provi- 
sion of  salt  in  the  two  farms ;  and,  after  doing  so,  com- 
pelled the  petitioner  to  execute  and  give  him  foiir  dif- 
ferent bonds  for  77,627  rupees,  in  the  name  of  one  Por- 
ran  Paulj  for  the  remainder  of  such  contribution  or  un- 
just proBt. 

Such  were  the  allegations  of  the  petition  relative  t6 
the  unjust  exaction.  The  harsh  means  of  compelling  the 
payment  make  another  and  very  material  part ;  for  the 
petitbner  asserts,  that  in  order  to  recover  the  amount 
of  these  bonds,  guards  were  placed  over  him,  and  that 
Mr.  Barwell,  by  ill  usage  and  oppressions,  recovered 
from  him,  at  different  times,  48,656  Arcot  rupees,  bc- 
ude  283  rupees  extorted  by  the  guard ; — that,  after 
Uus  payment,  two  of  the  bonds,  containing  36,313  rupees, 
^e  restored  to  him,  and  he  wasatrain  committed  to  th^ 
^miTfcoffour  Peons  ''or  guards)  to  pay  the  amotint  of  th^ 
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remaining  Iwo  bonds.  The  \  itition  furtMir  charges, 
that  the  said  gentleman  and  his,  people  had  aiso  extorted 
from  the  petitioner  other  sums  of  money,  which,  taken 
together,  amounted  to  25.000  rupees. 

But  the  heaviest  grievance  alleged  by  him  is,  that  af- 
ter the  sums  of  money  had  been  extorted  on  account 
of  the  farms,  the  faith  usual  in  such  transactions  is  al- 
lowed not  to  have  been  kept ;  but,  after  the  petitioner 
had  been  obliged  to  buy  or  compound  for  the  farms,  that 
they  were  taken  from  him; — -'that  the  said  Richard 
Barwell,  Esquire,  about  his  departure  from  Dacca,  in 
October,  1774,  for  self-interest,  wrested  from  the  peti- 
tioner the  aforesaid  two  mahls  or  districts,  and  farmed 
them  to  another  person,  notwithstanding  he  had  extorted 
from  the  petitioner  a  considerable  sum  of  money  on  ac- 
count of  those  Pergunnahs." 

To  this  petition  your  committee  find  two  accounts  an- 
nexed, in  which  the  sums  said  to  be  paid  to  or  taken  by 
Mr.  Barwell,  and  the  respective  dates  of  tbe  several  pay- 
ments, are  specified ;  and  they  find  that  tbe  account  of 
particulars  agrees  with  and  makes  up  the  gross  sum 
charged  in  the  petition. 

Mr.  Barwell's  immediate  answer  to  the  preceding 
charge  is  contained  in  two  letters  to  tbe  board,  datedf 
23d  and  24th  of  March,  1775.  The  answer  is  remarka- 
ble. He  asserts,  that  *^  the  whole  of  Kaworke's  rela- 
tion is  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  facts  ;  that  the  sim- 
ple fact  was,  that  in  January,  1774,  the  salt  mahls  of  Sa- 
vage-poor and  Selimabad  became  Ai>,  and  were  re-let  by 
him  to  this  man,  in  the  names  of  Bussant  Roy  and  Kis- 
sen  Deb,  on  condition  that  he  should  account  with  him 
(Mr.  BarrvM)  for  profits  to  a  certain  sum ;  and  that  he 
(Mr.  Barwell)  engaged  for  Savage-poor,  in  the  persua^' 
sion  of  its  heing  a  vertf  projilahlc  farm  ;^*  and  he  c?on- 
cludes  with  saying,  **  if  I  am  mistaken  in  my  reasoning, 
and  the  wish  to  add  to  my  fortune  has  warped  my  judg' 
matt,  ill  a  transaction  that  may  appear  to  the  board  in  a 
light  different  to  what  I  view  it  in,  it  is  past ;  I  cannot 
recal  it ;  and  I  rather  choose  to  admit  an  error  than  de- 
ny a  fact."  In  his  second  letter  lie  says,  «  To  the  ho« 
norable  court  of  directors  I  will  submit  all  my  rights  in 
the  salt  contracts  I  engaged  in;  and  if,  in  their  opinion, 
tJiose  rights  vest  in  the  company,  I  will  account  to  them 
for  the  last  shilling  I  have  received  from  such  contracts, 
my  intentions  being  upright ;  and,  as  I  never  did  wish  to 
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profit  mj9e\f  to  the  prejudice  of  my  emplojen,  by 
tbeir  judgment  I  will  be  implicitly  directed.'' 

Tlie  majority  of  the  board  desired  that  Eaworke's  pe^ 
tiiioo  should  be  transmitted  to  England  by  the  ship  then 
under  despatch  ;  and  it  was  accordingly  sent,  with  Mr. 
Barwell's  replies.  Mr.  Barwell  moved  that  a  commit- 
tee should  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  what 
he  had  to  offer  on  the  subject  of^Kaworke's  petition; 
and  a  committee  was  according  appointed,  consisting  of 
all  the  members  of  the  council,  except  the  goTernor  ge- 
neral. 

The  committee  opened  their  proceedings  with  read- 
ing a  second  petition  from  Kaworke,  containing  corrected 
accounts  of  cash,  said  to  be  forcibly  taken,  and  of  the 
extraordinary  and  unwarrantable  pro6t6  taken  or  re- 
ceived from  him  by  Richard  Harwell,  Esquire ;  all  which 
are  inserted  at  large  in  the  appendix.  By  these  accounts 
Mr.  Barweli  is  charged  with  a  balance,  or  debt,  of  22,421 
rupees  to  Kaworke.  The  principal  difference  between 
him  and  Mr.  Barwell  arises  from  a  different  mode  ofstat- 
bg  the  accounts  acknowledged  to  exist  between  them. 
In  the  account  current,  signed  by  Mr.  Barwell,  he  gives 
Kaworke  credit  for  the  receipt  of  9i{,426  rupees,  and 
charges  him  with  a  balance  of  27,073  rupees. 

The  (acts  stated,  or  admitted  by  Mr.  Burwell,  are  as 
follow:  that  the  salt  farms  of  Se I ioiabad  and  Savage- 
poor  were  hiSj  and  re-let  by  him  to  the  two  Armenian 
merchaots,  Michael  and  Kaworke,  on  condition  of  their  « 
paying  him  125,000  rupees,  exclusive  of  their  engage* 
ments  to  the  company  ;  that  the  engagement  was  writ- 
ten in  the  name  of  Bmsant  Roy  and  KLfsen  Deb  Sinif: 
and  Mr.  Barwell  says,  that  "  the  reason  of  its  being  in 
these  people's  names  was,  because  it  tvns  not  thought 
tansiiitent  wUh  the  public  reiruUdions  that  tlie  nanus  of 
any  European  should  appear.** 

^i  is  remarkable  that  this  ijolicy  was  carried  to  a  still 
greater  length:  means  were  used  to  remove   such  an  * 

obnoxious  proceeding  as  far  as  possible  from  the  public 
qre;  and  they  were  such  as  will  strongly  impress  the 
home  with  the  facility  of  abuse,  and  the  extreme  diffi- 
calty  of  detection  in  every  thing  which  relates  to  the 
ladao  administration.  For  these  substituted  persons 
vote  ^ain  represented  by  the  further  substitution  of 
ttother  name,  viz.  Rada  Churn  Dey  ;  whom  Mr.  Bar- 
well  asserts  to  be  a  real  person  living  at  T>acca>  and  who 
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9k)odfor  the  factory  of  Dacca  ;  whereas  the  ArmeiiiM 
alBriDS,  that  there  was  no  such  person  as  Rada  Churtii 
and  that  it  was  a  fictitious  name. 

Mr.  Barwell,  in  his  justification,  proceeds  to  affirm^ 
liiat  Coja  Kaworke  never  had  the  management  of  the 
ftalt  mahls,  <^  but  on  condition  of  accounting  to  the  for- 
mer chief  and  to  3fn  Barwell  for  a  specified  advantage 
arising  from  them — that  Mr.  Barwell  determined,  with' 
OttI  he  could  reconcile  the  interests  of  the  public  wUh  his 
own  private  emoluments^  that  he  would  not  engage  in  thit 
concern  ;  and  that,  when  he  took  an  interest  in  it,  it  was 
for  specyied  benefit  in  mjon^y  and  every  condition  in  the 
public  engagement  to  be  answered." 

Your  committee  have  stated  the  preceding  facts  in  the 
same  terms  in  which  they  are  stated  by  Mr.  Barwell. 
The  house  is  to  judge  how  far  they  amount  to  a  defence 
agginst  the  charges  contained  in  Kaworke's  petition,  or  to 
an  admission  of  the  truth  of  tlie  principal  part  of  it.     Mr. 
Barwell  does  not  allow  that  compulsion  was  used  to  extort 
the  money  which  he  received  from  the  petitioner,  or  that 
the  latter  was  dispossessed  of  the  farms  m  consequence  of 
an  oSer  made  to  Mr.  Barwell  by  another  person  (Ramsunr 
der  Paulei)  to  pay  him  a  lack  of  rupees  more  for  it.   Th<^ 
truth  of  these  charges  has  not  been  ascertained.      They 
were  declared  by  Mr.  Barwell  to  be  false ;  but  no  at- 
tempt was  made  by  him  to  invalidate  or  confute  them^ 
though  it  concerned  his  reputation,  and  it  was  his  duty, 
in  the  station  wherein  he  was  placed,  that  charges  of 
such  a  nature  should  have  been  disapproved,  at  least  the 
accuser  should  have  been  pushed  to  tiie  proof  of  them. 
Nothing  of  this  kind  appears  to  have  been  done,  or  even 
attempted. 

The  transaction  itself,  as  it  stands,  is  clearly  collusive  ; 
the  form  in  which  it  is  conducted  is  clandestine  and  mys- 
terious  in  an  extraordinary  degree;  and  the  acknow- 
ledged object  of  it  a  great  illicit  profit,  to  be  gained  by. 
an  agent  and  trustee  of  the  company  at  the  expense  of 
his  employers,  and  of  which  lie  confesses  he  has  received 
a  considerable  part. 

The  committee  of  the  governor  general  and  council 
appear  to  have  closed  their  proceedings  with  several  re- 
lolutions,  which,  with  the  answers  given  by  Mr.  Barwell 
as  a  defence,  are  inserted  in  the  appendix.  The  wpole 
are  referred  thither  together,  on  account  of  tlie  ample 
extent  of  the  answer.     These  papers  will  be  found  tcf 
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throw  considerable  light,  not  only  on  the  points  in  qnes- 
lion,  but  on  the  general  administration  of  the  company's 
revenues  in  Bengal.  On  some  passages  in  Mr.  BarwelPs 
delence,  or  account  of  his  conduct,  yoor  committee  of- 
fer the  following  remarks  to  the  judgment  of  the  house : 

In  his  letter  of  the  23d  March,  1775,  he  says,  that 
he  engaged  for  Savage-poor,  in  the  perstutsian  of  Us  be- 
tR^  a  very  profilablt  farm*  In  this  place  your  commit- 
tee think  it  proper  to  state  the  17th  article  of  the  regu- 
lations of  the  committee  of  circuit,  formed  in  May,  1772, 
by  the  president  and  council,  of  which  Mr.  Barwell  was 
m  member,  together  with  their  own  observations  there- 
upon. 

17  th.  *' That  no  Peshcar,  Banyan,  or  other  servant, 
of  whatever  denomination,  of  the  collector,  or  relation  or 
dependant  of  any  such  servant,  be  allowed  to  farm  lands, 
nor  directly  or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm, 
nor  to  be  security  for  any  farmer ;  that  the  collector  be 
strictly  enjoined  to  prevent  such  practices;  and  that,  if 
\i  shall  be  discovered  that  any  one,  under  a  false  name^ 
or  any  kind  of  collusion^  bath  found  means  to  evade  this 
order,  he  shall  be  subject  to  an  heavy  fine,  proportionate 
to  the  amount  of  the  larm,  and  the  farm  shall  be  re-let  or 
made  Khas  :  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  collector  shall 
have  countenanced,  approved,  or  connived  ^t  a  breach 
of  this  regulation,  he  shall  stand  ipso  facto  dismissed  from 
his  collectorship.  Neither  shall  any  European,  directly 
or  indirectly,  be  permitted  to  rent  lands  in  any  part  of 
^  country." 

RempLrh  by  the  Board, 

17th.  <*  If  the  collector,  or  any  persons  who  partake 
of  his  authority,  are  permitted  to  be   the  farmers  of  the 
country,  no  other  persons  will  dare  to  be  their  competi- 
tors, of  course  they  will  obtain  the  farms  on  their  own 
terms.     It  is  not  JU  that  the  servants  of  the  company 
fkmld  be  dealers  with  their  masters.     The  collectors 
ire  checks  on  the  farmers.     If  they  themselves  turn 
tanners,  wliat  checks  can  be  found  for  them  ?  What  se- 
curity will  the  company  have  for  their  property,  or 
vWe  are  the  Ryots  to  look  for  relief  against  oppres- 
tiowr' 

The  reasons  assigned  for  the  preceding  regulation 
^m  to  your  committee  to  be  perfectly  just ;  but  they 
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e«B  by  no  means  be  recoBciled  to  those  which  induced 
Mr.  Barwell  to  engage  in  the  salt  farms  of  Belimabad  and 
Savage-poor*  Id  the  first  place,  his  doing  so  is  at  length 
m  direct  and  avowed,  though  at  first  a  covert  violation 
of  the  public  regulation,  to  which  he  was  himself  a  party, 
as  a  member  of  the  governmenl ;  as  well  as  an  act  of 
diflobedience  to  the  company's  positive  orders  on  thia 
labject.  In  their  general  letter  of  the  I71h  of  May, 
176G,  the  court  of  directors  say,  ^'  We  positively  order, 
that  no  covenanted  servant,  or  Englishman,  residing  un- 
der our  protectbn,  shall  be  sufier^  to  hold  any  land  for 
his  own  account,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  his  own  name 
or  that  of  others,  or  to  be  concerned  in  any  farms  or  re* 
Tenues  whatsoever." 

Secondly.  It,  instead  of  letting  the  company's  lands 
or  (arms  to  indifferent  persons,  their  agent  or  trustee  be 
at  liberty  to  hold  them  himself,  he  will  always  (on  princi- 
ples stated  and  adhered  to  in  the  defence)  have  a  sufli* 
cient  reason  for  farming  them  on  his  own  account,  since  he 
can  at  all  times  make  them  as  profitable  as  he  pleases ; 
or,  if  he  leases  them  to  a  third  person,  yet  reserves  an 
intermediate  profit  for  himself,  that  profit  may  be  at 
great  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  must  be  necessarily  made  at 
the  company's  expense.  If,  at  the  same  time,  he  be  col- 
lector of  the  revenues,  it  will  be  his  interest  to  recom- 
mend remissions  in  favour  of  the  nominal  farmer,  and  he 
will  have  it  in  his  power  to  sink  the  amount  of  his  col- 
lections. 

These  principles,  and  the  corresi)ondent  practices, 
leave  tlie  India  company  without  any  security  that  all 
the  leases  of  the  lands  of  Bengal  may  not  have  been  dis- 
posed of  under  that  administration,  which  made  the  five 
years  settlement  in  177:2,  in  tlie  same  manner,  and  for  the 
same  purpose. 

To  enable  the  house  to  judge  how  far  this  apprehen- 
«ion  may  be  founded,  it  will  be  proper  to  state,  that  Mr. 
Nicholas  Gnieber,  wlio  preceded  Mr.  Barwell  in  the 
chiefship  of  Dacca,  in  a  letter  dated  29th  of  April,  1775, 
declares  that  he  paid  to  the  committee  of  circuit  12,000 
rupees  as  their  profit  on  a  single  salt  farm ;  which  sum, 
be  says,  "  I  paid  the  committee  at  their  request,  before 
their  departure  from  Dacca,  and  reimbursed  myself  oat 
o(  the  advances  directed  to  be  issued  for  the  provision 
of  the  salt.  Thus  one  illicit  and  mischievous  transaction 
always  leads  to  auetker ;  and  the  irregular  farming  of 
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nvenue  brings  on  the  misapplication  of  the  commercjal 
advances.*' 

Mr.  Barwell  professes  himself  to  be  sensible,  '^  thai  a 
weish  to  add  to  his  fortune  may  possibly  have  warped  his 
judgment;  and  that,  he  rather  chooses  to  admU  an  error 
ikon  deny  afad,^*  But  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  extraordinary  caution,  and  the  intricate  contri- 
Tances  with  which  his  share  in  this  transaction  is  wrap« 
ped  np,  form  a  sufficient  proof  that  he  was  not  altogether 
misled  io  his  judgment ;  and  though  there  might  be  some 
merit  10  acknowledging  an  error  before  it  was  discovered^ 
there  could  be  very  little  in  a  confession  produced  by 
previous  detection. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Barwell  in  defence  of 
the  clandestine  part  of  this  transaction,  seem  to  your 
coflfimittee  to  be  insufficient  in  themselves,  and  not  very 
fit  to  be  urged  by  a  man  in  his  station.  In  one  place  he 
sayi,  that  **  ii  mas  not  thought  consistent  with  the  public 
regulaiions  Aai  the  names  of  any  Europeans  should  ap^ 
pear.*^  In  another,  he  says,  '*  I  am  awat-e  of  the  objec- 
tion that  baa  been  made  to  the  English  taking  farms  un- 
der the  names  of  natives,  as  prohibited  by  the  com- 
pany's orders ;  and  I  must  deviate  a  little  upon  this.  It 
DMM  been  generally  understood  that  the  scope  and  ten- 
dency of  the  honourable  company's  prohibition  of  farms 
to  Europearai  was  meant  only  to  exclude  such  as  could 
not  ponibly,  in  their  own  persons,  come  under  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Dewanny  courts  of  Adawlet ;  because, 
vpoD  any  failure  of  engagements,  upon  any  complaint  of 
uDJost  oppression,  or  other  cause  of  discontent  whatever, 
it  was  supposed  an  European  might  screen  himself  from 
the  process  of  the  country  judicature.  But  it  was  never 
supposed,  that  an  Eluropean  of  credit  and  responsibility 
was  absolutely  inc;q>able  from  holding  certain  tenures 
woder  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the  country  laws,  or 
from  becoming  security  for  such  native  farmers,  con- 
tractors, &c.  &c.  as  he  might  protect  and  employ." 

Tour  committee  have  opposed  this  construction  of 
Mr.  Barwell's  to  the  positive  order,  which  the  conduct 
it  is  meant  to  colour,  has  violated.  *'  Europeans  of  cre- 
m  and  responsibility,"  that  is,  Europeans  armed  with 
wealth  and  power,  and  exercising  offices  of  authori* 
ty  aod  trust,  instead  of  being  excepted  from  the  spirit 
•f  tlie  restriction,  must  be  supposed  the  persons   who 
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are  chiefly  meaot  to  be  compreheodeil  iQ.it;  for,  ub^ 
stract  the  idea  of  an  European  from  tlie  ideas  of  power 
and  influence,  and  the  restriction  h  no  longer  rational. 

Your  committee  arc  therefore  of  opinion,  tliat  the. na- 
ture of  the  evil,  which  waa  meant  to  be  prevented  by 
the  above  orders  and  regulations,  was  not  altered,  or  the 
evil  itself  diminished,  by  the  collusive  methods  made  use 
of  to  evade  them;  and  that,  if  the  regulations  were  pro- 
per, (as  they  unquestionably  were,)  they  ought  to  have 
been  punctually  complied  with ;  particularly  by  the 
members  of  the  government  who  formed  the  plaiiy  and 
who,  as  trustees  of  the  company,   were  especially  an- 

^swerablefor  their  being  duly  carried  into  execution* 
Your  committee  iiave  no  reason  to  believe,  that  it  could 
ev6r  have  been  generally  understood  '^  that  the  compa* 
ny's  prohibition  of  farms  to  Europeans  was  meant  oqIj 
to  exclude  such  as  could  not  pos!>ibly,  in  their  own  per-* 
sons,  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dewanoj 
courts ;" — no  such  restriction  is  so  much  aa  hinted  at. 
And,  if  it  had  been  so  understood,  Mr.  Barwell  waa  one 
of  the  persons  who,  from  tiieir  rank,  station,  and  influence, 
must  have  been  the  principal  objects  of  the  prohibition. 
Since  the  establishment  of  the  company's  influence  in 

'  Bengal,  no  Europeans,  of  any  rank  whatever,  have  been 
subject  to  the  process  of  the  country  judicature;  and 
whether  they  act  avowedly  for  themselves  and  take 
farms  in  their  own  name,  or  substitute  native  Indians  to 
act  for  them,  the  difference  is  not  material.  The  same 
influence  that  skreeued  an  European  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  country  courts,  would  have  equally  protect- 
ed his  native  agent  and  representative.  For  many  year*- 
past  the  company's  servants  have  presided  in  those 
courts,  and,  in  comparison  with  their  authority,  the  na- 
tive authority  is  nothing. 

The  earliest  instructions,  that  appear  to  have  bee» 
given  by  the  court  of  directors,  in  consequence  of  these 
transactions  in  Bengal,  aie  dated  the  6th  of  February^ 
1777.  In  their  letter  of  tliat  date  they  applaud  the 
proceedings  of  the  board,  meaning  the  majority,  (then 
consisting  of  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and 
Mr.  Francis)  as  highly  meritorious^  and  promise  them 
their  firmest  support.  *'Some  of  the  caaes,"  they  say, 
^are  so  fiagraiUhf  corrupt  jUud  others  atteiuled  wUk  dt" 
aimstames  so  oppressive  to  the  inhabitants^  that  it  mmuld 
be  nnjust  to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  go  unputiiskei**^ 
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With  this  observation  their  proceedings  appear  to  have 
eodedy  and  paused  for  more  than  a  year. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1778,  the  directors  appear  to 
Iiave  resumed  tlie  subject.  In  their  letter  of  that  date* 
tbej  instructed  the  governor  and  council  forthwith  to 
comanence  a  ]>rosecution  in  the  supreme  court  of  judica- 
ture against  the  persons  who  composed  the  committee  of 
circuit,  or  their  representatives,  and  also  against  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  in  order  to  recover,  for  tlie  use  of  the  company, 
the  amount  of  all  advantages  acquired  by  them  from 
their  several  engagements  in  salt  rontracis  and  (arms. 
Adverting  )iowcver  to  the  declaration  made  by  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  that  lie  would  account  to  the  court  of  directors  for 
the  last  Bhillingbe  had  received,  and  abide  implicitly  by 
their  judgment,  they  thought  it  probable  that  on  being 
acqosinted  with  their  peremptory  orders  for  commencing 
ajproaecotion,  he  might  be  desirous  of  paying  his  share 
of  profits  into  the  company's  treasury ;  and  they  pointed 
oat  a  precantion  to  be  used  in  accepting  such  a  tender 
on  his  part. 

On  this  part  of  the  transaction  your  committee  ob- 
serve, that  the  court  of  directors  appear  blamable  in 
having  delayed  till  February,  1777,  to  take  any  measure 
in  consequence  of  advices  so  interesting  and  important, 
and  oo  a  matter,  concerning  which  they  bad  made  so 
strong  a  declaration ;  considering  that,  early  in  April, 
1776,  they  say,  <<they  had  investigated  the  charges,  and 
had  then  come  to  certain  resolutions  concerning  them." 
But  their  delaying  to  send  out  positive  orders  for  com- 
mencing a  prosecution  against  the  parties  concerned,  till 
March,  1778,  cannot  be  accounted  for.  In  the  former 
letter  they  promise,  if  they  should  6nd  it  necessary,  to 
return  the  original  covenants  of  such  of  their  servants 
as  bad  been  any  ways  concerned  in  the  undue  receipt  of 
money,  in  order  to  enable  tlie  governor  general  and  coun- 
cil 1o  recover  the  same  by  suits  in  the  supreme  court. 
Bat  your  committee  do  not  find  that  the  covenants  were 
ever  transmitted  to  Ikngal.  To  whatever  cause  these 
imiances  of  neglect  and  delay  may  be  attributed,  they 
coold  not  fall  to  create  an  opinion  in  Bengal,  that  the 
court  of  directors  were  not  heartily  intent  upon  the  ex- 
ecQtioo  of  their  own  orders,  and  to  discourage  those 
members  of  government,  who  were  disposed  to  undertake 
•0  mvidiotts  a  duty. 
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la  consequence  of  these  delays,  even  their  first  ordew 
did  not  arrive  in  Bengal  until  some  time  after  the  death 
of  Colonel  Monson,  when  the  whole  power  of  the  board 
lia<l  devolved  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell.  When 
they  sent  what  they  call  their  positive  orders  in  March, 
1779,  they  had  long  been  apprized  of  the  death  of  Co- 
lonel Monson,  and  must  have  been  perfectly  certain  of 
tiie  effect  which  that  event  would  have  on  the  subse- 
quent measures  and  proceedings  of  the  governor  general 
and  council.  Their  opinion  of  the  principles  of  those 
gentlemen  appears  in  their  letter  of  the  *2Btb  of  Novem- 
ber, 17779  wherein  they  say,  '<  they  cannot  but  express 
their  concern,  that  the  power  of  granting  away  tb^ 
property  in  perpetuity  should  have  devolved  upon  sacfa 
persons." 

But  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  directors  appears  to 
be  open  to  objections  of  a  nature  still  more  serious  and 
important.  A  recovery  of  the  amount  of  Mr.  Barwell's 
profits  seems  to  be  the  only  puqiose,  which  they  even 
professed  to  have  in  view.  But  your  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  to  preserve  the  reputation  and  dignity  of  the 
government  of  Bengal  was  a  much  more  important  object, 
and  ought  to  have  been  their  first  consideration.  The 
prosecution  was  not  the  pursuit  of  mean  and  subordinate 
persons,  who  might,  with  safety  to  the  public  interest, 
remain  in  their  seats  during  such  an  inquiry  into  tbek 
conduct.  It  appears  very  doubtful  whether,  if  tbere 
were  grounds  for  such  a  prosecution,  a  proceeding  io 
Great  Britain  were  not  more  politic  than  one  in  Bengal. 
Such  a  prosecution  ought  not  to  have  been  ordered  by 
the  directors  but  upon  grounds  that  would  have  fully  au- 
thorized the  recal  of  the  gentleman  in  question.  This 
prosecution,  supposing  it  to  have  been  seriously  under- 
taken, and  to  have  succeeded,  must  have  tended  to 
weaken  the  government,  and  to  degrade  it  in  the  eyes  of 
all  India.  On  the  other  hand,  to  entrust  a  man,  armed 
as  he  was  with  all  the  powers  of  his  station,  and  indeed 
of  the  government,  with  the  conduct  of  a  prosecution 
against  himself,  was  altogether  inconsistent  and  absurd. 
The  same  letter,  in  which  they  give  these  orders,  exhi- 
bits an  example,  which  sets  the  inconsistency  of  their 
conduct  in  a  stronger  light,  because  the  case  is  some- 
what of  a  similar  nature,  but  infinitely  less  pressing  ia 
its  circumstances.  Observing  that  the  board  of  trade 
had  commenced  a  prosecution  against  Mr.  William  Bir- 
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ton,  a  member  of  that  board,  for  yarioua  acts  of  pecula- 
tion committed  bj  him,  they  Bay»  **  We  must  be  of  opi- 
Bion  that  ^sprostcuiians  are  actually  carryins^  on  against 
him  by  our  board  of  trade^  he  is,  during  such  prosecu- 
tioD  at  least,  an  improper  person  to  hold  a  seat  at  that 
board  s  and  therefore  we  direct  that  he  be  suspended 
from  the  company's  service  until  our  further  pleasure 
concerning  him  be  known."  The  principle  laid  down  in 
thia  instruction,  even  before  their  own  opinion  concerning 
Hr.  Barton's  case  was  declared,  and  merely  on  the  pro* 
■ectition  of  others,  serves  to  render  their  conduct  not 
▼ery  accountable  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Harwell.  Mr.  Bar- 
too  was  in  a  subordinate  situation,  and  his  remaining  or 
not  remaining  in  it  was  of  little  or  no  moment  to  the  pro- 
secotion.  Mr.  Barton  was  but  one  of  seven ;  whereas 
Mr.  Barwell  was  one  of  four,  and,  with  the  governor  ge- 
Jieral,  was  in  efiect  the  supreme  council. 

In  tiie  present  state  of  power  and  patronage  in  India, 
and  daring  the  relations  which  are  permitted  to  subsist 
between  the  judges,  the  prosecuting  officers,  and  the 
council  general,  your  committee  is  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  mode  of  prosecuting  the  highest  members  in  the 
Bengal  government,  before  a  court  at  Calcutta,  could 
have  been,  almost  in  any  case,  advisable. 

It  ii  possible  that  particular  persons,  in  high  judicial 
and  political  situations  may,  by  force  of  an  unusual  strain 
of  virtue,  be  placed  far  above  the  influence  of  those  cir- 
comatancea,  which  in  ordinary  cases  are  known  to  make 
an  impression  on  the  human  mind.  But  your  committee^ 
aeotibie  that  laws  and  public  proceedings  ought  to  be 
■Bade  for  general  situations,  and  not  for  personal  disposi- 
tkma,  are  not  inclined  to  have  any  confidence  in  the  efiect 
of  criminal  proceedings,  where  no  means  are  provided  for 
preFenting  a  mutual  connexion,  by  dependencies,  agen- 
ciea  and  employments,  between  the  parties  who  are  to 
proaecute  and  to  judge,  and  those  who  are  to  be  prose- 
cnted  and  to  be  tried. 

Tour  conunittee,  in  a  former  report,  have  stated  the 
conacqoencea  which  they  apprehended  from  the  depen- 
dency of  the  judges  on  the  governor  general  and  coun- 
cil of  Bengal ;  and  the  house  has  entered  into  their  ideas 
a  on  this  subject.  Since  that  time  it  appears  that  Sir 
jjah  Impey  has  accepted  of  the  guardianship  of  Mr. 
Barweira  cluldren,  and  was  the  trustee  for  his  afiairs. 
There  m  no  law  to  prevent  this  sort  of  connexion ;  and 
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it  is  possible  that  it  might  not  at  all  affect  the  mliicl  of 
that  judge,  or  (upon  his  account)  indireclly  ioflueuce  the 
conduct  of  his  brethren  ;  but  it  must  forcibly  aflfect  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  matter  of  complauU  against  go- 
vernment, and  whose  cause  the  court  of  directors  ap- 
pear to  espouse,  in  a  country  where  the  authority  of  the 
court  of  directors  has  seldom  been  exerted,  but  to  be 
despised ;  where  the  operation  of  laws  is  but  very  im- 
perfectly understood ;  but  where  men  are  acute,  saga- 
cious, and  even  suspicious  of  the  effect  of  all  personal 
connections.      Their   suspicions,    though    perhaps  not 
rightly  applied  to  every  individual,  will  induce  them  to 
take  indications  from  the  situations  and  connexions  of 
the  prosecuting  parties  as  well  as  of  the  judges.     It  can- 
not fail  to  be  observed,  that  Mr.  Naylor,  the  company's 
attorney,  lived  in  Mr.  Bai  well's  house  ;  the  late  Mr.  Bo- 
gle, the  company's  commissioner  of  law  suits,  owed  his 
place  to  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  by  whom  the  office  was  created  for  him  ;  and  Sir 
John  Day,  the  company's  advocate,  who  arrived  in  Ben- 
gal in  February,  1779,  had  not  been  four  months  in  Cal- 
cutta, when  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Barwell,  and  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  doubled  his  salary,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheeler. 

If  the  directors  are  known  to  devolve  the  whole  cog- 
nizance of  the  offences  charged  on  their  servants,  so 
highly  situated,  upon  the  supreme  court,  an  excuse  will 
be  furnished,  if  already  it  has  not  been  furnished,  to  the 
directors  for  declining  the  use  of  their  own  proper  polt> 
tical  power  and  authority  in  examining  into,  and  animad- 
verting on  the  conduct  of  their  servants.'  Their  true 
character  as  strict  masters  and  vigilant  governors  wHI 
merge  in  that  of  prosecutors.  Their  force  and  energy 
will  evaporate  in  tedious  and  intricate  processes ;  io  law 
suits  which  can  never  end,  and  which  are  to  be  carried 
on  by  the  very  dependants  of  those  who  are  under  pro- 
secution. Oil  their  part,  these  servants  will  decline  gi- 
ving satisfaction  to  their  masters,  because  they  are  al- 
ready before  another  tribunal ;  and  thus,  by  shifting  re- 
sponsibility from  hand  to  hand,  a  confederacy  to  defeat 
the  whole  spirit  of  the  law,  and  to  remove  all  real  re- 
straints on  their  actions,  may  l>e,  in  time,  formed  between 
the  servants,  directors,  prosecutors,  and  court.  Of  tlm 
great  danger,  your  comioittee  will  take  further  notice  in 
another  place. 
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No  notice  whateTer  appears  to  have  been  taken  of  the 
rompany^s  orders  in  Bengal  till  the  11th  of  Jannary, 
1779,  when  Mr.  Barwell  moved,  that  the  claim  made  up- 
on  him  by  the  court  of  directors  shoidd  be  submitted 
io  the  company's  taityers,  and  IhtU  they  shotdd  be 
perfectly  itistructed  tirprosecuie  upon  it.  lu  his  minute 
of  that  date,  he  says,  <'  tluU  the  state  of  his  health  had 
hng  since  rendered  itnecessary  for  him  to  return  to  £tf- 
rope.*' 

Your  committee  observe,  that  he  continued  in  Bengal 
another  year.  He  says,  <<  that  he  had  hitherto  waited  for 
the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Day,  the  com))any'8  advocate  ; 
but  as  the  season  was  now  far  advauced,  he  wished  to 
bring  the  trial  speedily  to  issue." 

In  this  minute  he  retracts  his  original  engagement  to 
submit  himself  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  directors, 
"and  to  account  to  them  for  the  last  shilling  he  had  re- 
ceived." He  says,  "  that  no  merit  had  been  given  him 
for  the  offer-,  that  a  most  unjustifiable  advantage  had 
been  attempted  to  be  made  of  it,  by  first  declining  it, 
and  descending  to  abuse,  and  then  giving  orders  upon  it, 
as  if  it  had  been  rejecte<l,  when  called  u[)on  by  him  in 
the  person  of  his  agent,  te  bring  home  the  charge  of  de* 
linquency." 

Mr.  Barwell's  reflections  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  directors  are  not  altogether  clearly  expressed; 
nor  does  it  appear  distinctly  to  what  facts  he  alludes. 
He  asserts  that  a  most  unjustifiable  advantage  had  beeu 
attempted  to  be  made  of  his  offer.  The  fact  is,  the 
court  of  directors  have  no  where  declined  accepting  it ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  caution  the  goi'ernor  general  and 
council  about  the  manner  of  receiving  the  tender  of  the 
money,  which  tliey  expect  him  to  make.  They  say  nor 
Ihing  of  any  call  made  on  them  by  Mr.  Bar  well's  agent 
b  England ;  nor  does  it  appear  to  your  committee  that 
they  "  have  descended  to  abuse."  They  have  a  right, 
and  it  is  their  duty,  to  express  in  distinct  and  appropri- 
ated terms  their  sense  of  all  blamable  conduct  in  their 
servants. 

So  far  as  may  he  collected  from  the  evidence  of  the 
company's  records,  Mr.  Barwell's  assertions  do  not  ap- 
pear well  8U[^ported ;  but  even  if  they  were  more  plan-. 
nhle,  your  committee  apprehend,  that  he  could  not 
fce  discharged  from  his  solemn  recorded  promise  to  abide 
4j  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  directcurs.    Their  judg* 
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meni  was  declared  by  their  resolution  to  prosecute,  which 
it  depended  upon  himself  to  satisfy  by  making  good  his  en* 
gagement.  To  excuse  bis  not  complying  with  the  compa- 
ny's claims,  he  says,  ^Hhat  his  compliance  would  be  urged 
as  a  confession  of  delinquency  ^and  to  proceed  from  convic- 
tion of  his  having  usurped  on  ther^hts  of  the  company.*^ 
Considerations  of  this  nature  might  properly  have  in- 
duced Mr.  Barwell  to  stand  upon  his  right  in  the  first  in- 
stance, "  and  to  appeal  (to  use  his  own  words)  to  the  laws 
of  his  country^  in  order  to  vindicate  his  famt^  But 
his  performance  could  not  have  more  weight  to  infer  de- 
linquency than  his  promise.  Tour  committee  think  his 
observation  comes  too  late. 

If  he  had  stood  a  trial  when  he  first  acknowledged  the 
facts,  and  submitted  himself  to  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  directors,  the  suit  would  have  been  carried  on 
under  the  direction  of  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Mon- 
son,  and  Mr.  Francis  ;  whereas,  in  the  year  1779,  his  in- 
fluence at  the  board  gave  him  the  conduct  of  it  himself* 
In  an  interval  of  four  years,  it  may  be  presumed  that 
great  alterations  might  have  happened  in  the  state  of 
the  evidence  against  him. 

In  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  governor  gene- 
ral and  council,  the  house  will  find  that  Mr.  Barwell 
complained  that  bis  instances  for  carrying  on  the  prose- 
cution were  ineffectual,  owing  to  the  legal  difficulties 
and  delays  urged  by  the  company's  law  officers  ;  which 
your  committee  do  not  find  have  yet  been  removed.  As 
far  as  the  latest  advices  reach,  no  progress  appears  to 
have  been  made  ui  the  business.  In  July,  1782,  the  court 
of  directors  found  it  necessary  to  order  an  account  of 
all  suits  against  Europeans,  depending  in  the  supreme 
court  of  judicature,  to  be  transmitted  to  them,  and  that 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  bringing  them  to  a  determina- 
tion. 


SALTPETRi;. 


The  next  article  of  direct  monopoly,  subservient  to 
the  company's  export,  is  saltpetre.  This,  as  well  as 
opium,  is  far  the  greater  part  the  produce  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Bahar.  The  difference  between  the  manage- 
inent  and  destination  of  the  two  articles  has  beeo  tiitn: 


01^  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA.  129 

Until  tbe  year  1782,  the  opium  has  been  sold  in  the 
countrj,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  laid  out  in  country 
merchandise  for  the  company's  export.  A  great  part  of 
the  saltpetre  is  sent  out  in  kind,  and  never  has  con- 
tributed to  tlie  interior  circulation  and  commerce  of  Ben^ 
gai.  It  b  managed  by  agency  on  the  company's  account. 
The  price  paid  to  the  manufacturer  is  invariable.  Some 
of  the  larger  undertakers  receive  advances  to  enable 
tbem  to  prosecute  their  work ;  but  as  they  are  not  al- 
ways equally  careful  or  fortunate,  it  happens  that  large 
balances  accumulate  against  them.  Orders  have  been 
sent  from  Calcutta,  from  time  to  time,  to  recover  their 
balances,  with  little  or  no  success ;  but  with  great  vexa- 
tion to  all  concerned  in  the  manufacture.  Sometimes 
they  have  imprisoned  the  failing  contractors  in  their  own 
houses;  a  severity  which  answers  no  useful  purpose. 
Such  persons  are  so  many  hands  detaohed  from  the  im- 

Srovement,  and  added  to  the  burden  of  the  country. 
?hey  are  persons  of  skill  drawn  from  the  future  supply 
of  that  monojioly,  in  favour  of  which  they  are  prose- 
cuted. In  case  of  the  deatii  of  the  debtor,  this  rigorous 
demand  falls  upon  the  ruined  houses  of  widows  and  or- 
phans, and  may  be  easily  converted  into  a  means  either 
6[  cruel  oppression,  or  a  mercenary  indulgence,  accord- 
ing to  the  temper  of  the  exacters. 

Instead  of  thus  having  recourse  to  imprisonment,  the 
old  balance  is  sometimes  deducted  from  the  current  pro- 
duce. This,  in  these  circumstances,  is  a  grievous  dis- 
couragement. People  must  be  discouraged  from  enter- 
ing into  a  bwinesB,  when,  the  commodity  being  fixed  to 
one  inyariable  standard,  and  confined  to  one  market,  the 
best  aaccess  can  be  attended  only  with  a  limited  advan- 
tagCt  whilst  a  defective  produce  can  never  be  compensa- 
ted by  an  augmented  price.  Accordingly,  very  little 
of  these  advances  has  been  recovered ;  and  after  much 
vexation  the  pursuit  has  generally  been  abandoned.  It 
is  plain  that  there  can  be  no  life  and  vigour  in  any  busi- 
ness under  a  monopoly  so  constituted ;  nor  can  the  true 
productive  resources  of  the  country,  in  so  large  an  arti- 
cle of  its  commerce,  ever  come  to  be  fully  known. 

Tlie  supply  for  the  company's  demand  in  England  has 
rarely  fallen  short  of  two  thousand  tons,  nor  much  ex- 
ceeded two  thousand  five  hundred.  A  discretionary 
aUowance  of  this  commodity  has  been  made   to   the 
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French,  Dutch,  and  Danes,  who  purchase  their  allotted 
•hares  at  sonae  small  advance  on  the  company^s  price. 
The  supply  destined  for  the  London  market  is  propor- 
tioned to  the  spare  tonnage;  and,  to  accommodate  tiiat 
tonnage,  the  saltpetre  is  sometimes  sent  to  Madras,  and 
sometimes  even  to  Bombay ;  and  that  not  unfrequently 
in  vessels  expressly  employed  for  the  purpose. 

Mr-  Law,  chief  of  Patna,  beini;  examined  on  the  effect 
of  that  monopoly,  delivered  his  opinion,  that,  with  regard 
to  the  company's  tradej  the  monojioly  was  advantageous  ; 
but  as  sovereigns  of  the  country  they  must  be  losers  by 
it.  These  two  capacities  in  the  company  are  found  in 
perpetual  contradiction.  But  much  doubt  may  arise 
whether  this  monopoly  will  be  found  advantageous  to  the 
company,  either  in  the  one  capacity  or  the  other.  The 
gross  commodity,  monopolized  for  sale  in  London,  is  pro- 
cured from  the  revenues  in  Bengal ;  the  certain  is  giveu 
for  the  hazardous.  The  loss  of  interest  on  the  advances, 
sometimes  the  loss  of  the  principal;  the  expense  of  car- 
riage from  Patna  to  Calcutta;  the  various  loadings  and 
nnloadings,  and  insurance ;  (which  though  borne  by  the 
company,  is  still  insurance;)  the  engagement  for  the 
ordnance,  limited  in  price,  and  irregular  in  payment ; 
the  charge  of  agency  and  management  through  all  its 
gradations  and  successions  ;  when  all  these  are  taken  in^- 
to  consideration,  it  may  be  found,  that  the  gain  of  the 
company,  as  traders,  will  be  far  from  compensating  their 
loss  as  sovereigns.  A  body  like  the  East-India  company 
can  scarcely,  in  any  circumstance,  hope  to  carry  on  the 
details  of  such  a  business,  from  its  commencement  to  its 
conclusion,  with  any  degree  of  success.  In  the  subjoin- 
ed estimate  of  profit  and  loss,  the  value  of  the  commodity 
is  stated  at  its  invoice  price  at  Calcutta.  But  this  af- 
fords no  just  estimate  of  the  whole  effect  of  a  dealing, 
where  the  company's  charge  commences  in  the  first  ru- 
diments of  the  manufacture,  and  not  at  the  purchase  at 
the  place  of  sale  and  valuation ;  for  tliey  may  be  heavy 
losses  on  the  value  at  which  tlie  saltpetre  is  estimated, 
when  shipped  off  on  their  account,  without  any  appear- 
ance in  tiie  account ;  and  the  inquiries  of  your  commit- 
tee, to  find  the  charges  on  the  saltpetre  previous  to  the 
shipping,  have  been  fruitless. 
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BRITISU    GOVERNMENT    IN    INDIA. 


The  other  link  by  which  India  is  bound  to  Great  Bri- 
tain) is  the  government  established  there  originally  by 
the  authority  of  tJie  East-India  company,  and  aifterwards 
modified  by  parliament,  by  the  acts  of  1773  and  1780. 
This  system  of  government  appears  to  your  committee 
to  be  at  least  as  much  disordered,  and  as  much  perverted 
from  every  good  purpose,  for  which  lawful  rule  is  estab- 
lished, as  the  trading  system  has  been  from  every  just 
principle  of  commerce.  Your  ccmmitlee,  in  tracing  the 
franses  of  this  disorder  through  its  eTects,  have  first  con- 
sidered the  government  as  it  is  constituted  and  managed 
within  itself,  beginning  with  its  most  essential  and  funda- 
mental part,  the  order  and  discipline,  by  which  the  su- 
preme authority  of  this  kingdom  is  maintained. 

Tiie  British  government  in  India  being  a  subordinate 
and  delegated  i)ower,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  fun- 
damental principle  in  such  a  system,  that  it  is  to  be  pre- 
served In  the  strictest  obedience  to  the  government  at 
home.  Administration  in  India,  at  an  immense  distance 
from  tlie  seat  of  the  supreme  authority ;  entrusted  with 
the  most  extensive  powers ;  liable  to  the  greatest  tempta- 
tions; possessing  the  amplest  means  of  abuse;  ruling 
over  a  people  guarded  by  no  distinct  or  well-ascertained 
privileges,  whose  language,  manners,  and  radical  preju- 
dices, render  not  only  redress,  but  all  complaint  on  their 
part,  a  matter  of  extreme  difGcuIty ;  such  an  administra- 
tion, it  is  evident,  never  can  be  made  subservient  to  the 
rnterests  of  Great  ^Britain,  or  even  tolerable  to  the  na- 
tives, but  by  the  strictest  rigour  in  exacting  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  the  authority  lawfully  set  over  it. 

But  your  committee  find,  that   this  principle  has  been 
fur  some  years  very  little  attended  to.     Before  the  pass- 
ing the  act  of  1773,  the  professed  purpose  of  which  was 
to  secure  a  better  subordination  in  the  company's  ser- 
vants, such  was  the  firmness  with  which  the  court  of  di-  ^j^ 
rectors  maintained  their  authority,  that  they  displaced  ^b- 
governor  Cartier,  confessedly  a  meritorious  servant,  for  u«*s 
disobedience  of  orders ;  although  his  case  was  not  a  great  ^V^ 
deal  more  than  a  question  by  whom  the  orders  were  to  ff^aa 
be  obeyed.     Yet  the  directors  were  so  sensible  of  the  Jg^jj 
necessity  of  a  punctual  and  literal  obedience,  that,  con-  that 
ceiviQg  their  orders  went  to  the  parties,  who  were  to  vS^. 


132  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

obey,  as  well  as  to  tlie  act  to  be  done,  they  proceeded 
with  a  strictness,  that,  in  all  cases,  except  that  of  their 
peculiar  government,  might  well  be  considered  as  rigor- 
ous. Bill  ill  proportion  as  the  necessity  of  enforcing 
obedience  grew  stronger  and  more  urgent,  and  in  pro- 
portion to  tlje  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  objects 
aflfcctcd  by  disobedience,  tliis  rigour  has  been  relaxed. 
Acts  of  disobedience  have  not  only  grown  frequent,  but 
systematic;  and  ihey  have  appeared  in  such  instances, 
and  are  manifested  in  sui^h  a  manner  as  to  amount,  in  the 
company's  servants,  to  little  less  than  absolute  indepen- 
dence; against  which,  on  the  part  of  tlie  directors,  there 
is  no  struggle,  and  hardly  so  mucli  as  a  protest  to  pre- 
serve a  claim. 

Before  your  committee  proceed  to  offer  to  the  house 
their  remarks  on  the  most  distinguished  of  these  instan- 
ces, the  particulars  of  which  they  have  already  reported, 
they  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  some  detail  of  a 
transaction  equally  extraordinary  and  important,  though 
not  yet  brought  into  the  view  of  parliament,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  the  principal  abuses 
that  ensued,  as  well  as  to  have  given  strength  and  en- 
couragement to  those  that  existed.  To  this  transaction, 
aQd  to  the  conclusions  naturally  deducible  from  it, 
your  committee  attribute  that  general  spirit  of  disobedi- 
ence and  independence  which  has  since  prevailed  in  the 
government  of  Bengal. 

Your  committee  find,  that  in  the  year  1 775,  Mr.  Lauch- 
lan  Macleane  was  sent  into  England  as  agent  to  the  na- 
bob of  Arcot  and  to  Mr.  Hastings.  The  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hastings  in  assisting  to  extirpate,  for  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  paid  to  the  company,  the  innocent  nation  of  the  Ro- 
hillas,  had  drawn  upon  him  the  censure  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  the  unanimous  censure  of  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors. The  former  had  even  resolved  to  prepare  an 
application  to  his  majesty  for  Mr.  Hastings'  dismission. 

Another  general  court  was  called  on  this  proceeding. 
Mr.  Hastings  was  then  openly  supported  by  a  majority 
of  the  court  of  proprietors,  who  professed  to  entertain  a 
good  opinion  of  his  general  ability  and  rectitude  of  in- 
tention, notwithstanding  the  unanimous  censure  passed 
upon  him.  In  that  censure  they  tlierefore  seemed  dis- 
posed to  acquiesce,  without  pushing  the  matter  further^ 
But  as  the  offence  was  far  from  trifling,  and  the  condenk- 
nation  of  the  measure  recent,  they  did  not  directly  at- 
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tack  the  resolution  of  tlie  directors  to  apply  to  his  ma- 
jesty, but  voted  in  the  ballot,  that  it  sJiould  be  reconsi- 
dered. The  business  therefore  remaincil  in  suspense,  or 
it  rather  seemed  to  be  dropped  for  some  months,  when 
Mr.  3Iacleane  took  a  step,  of  a  nature  not  in  the  least  to 
be  expected  from  the  condition  in  which  the  cause  of  his 
priDcipal  stood,  which  was  apparently  as  favourable  as 
the  circumstances  could  bear.  Hitherto  the  8up|K)rt  of 
Mr.  Hastings  in  the  general  court  was  only  by  a  majo- 
rity;  but  ify  on  a])plication  from  the  directors,  he  siiould 
be  removed,  a  mere  majority  would  not  have  been  suffi- 
cient for  his  restoration.  Tiie  door  would  have  been 
barred  against  his  return  to  the  company's  service,  by 
one  of  the  strongest  and  most  substantial  clauses  in  the 
regulating  act  of  1773.  Mr.  Macleane,  probably  to  pre- 
vent the  manifest  ill  consequences  of  such  a  step,  came 
forward  with  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  declaring 
his  provisional  powers,  and  offering,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  an  immediate  resignation  of  his  office. 

On  this  occasion  the  directors  showed  themselves  ex- 
tremely punctilious  with  regard  to  Mr.  x^lacleane's  [>ow- 
crs.  Tiiey  probably  dreaded  the  charge  of  becoming 
accomplices  to  an  evasion  of  the  act,  by  which  Mr.  Has- 
tings, resigning  the  service,  would  escape  the  conse- 
quences attached  by  law  to  u  dismission  ;  they  therefore 
demanded  Mr.  Macleane's  written  authority.  This  he 
declared  he  could  not  give  into  their  hands,  as  the  letter 
contained  other  matters,  of  a  nature  extremely  confiden- 
tial ;  but  that  if  they  would  np[)oint  a  committee  of 
the  directors,  he  would  readily  communicate  to  them  the 
necessary  parts  of  the  letter,  and  give  them  perfect  satis- 
faction with  regard  to  his  autlioiity.  A  deputation  was 
accordingly  named  ;  who  rei)orted  that  they  had  seen 
Mr.  Hastings*  instructions,  contained  in  a  paper  in  liia 
own  hand-nrithigy  and  that  the  autiiority  for  the  act  now 
done  by  Mr.  Macleane  was  clear  and  sufficient.  Mr. 
Vansittart^a  very  particular  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
Mr.  John  8tuart,  his  most  attached  and  confidential  de- 
pendant, attended  on  this  occasion,  and  proved  that  di- 
rections, perfectly  correspondent  to  this  written  autiio- 
rity, bad  been  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  their  presence. 
By  this  means,  the  powers  were  fully  authenticated; 
but  (he  letter  remained  safe  in  Mr.  Macleane's  hands. 

Nothing  being  now  wanting  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
directors;  the  resignation  was  formally  accepted.    Mr. 
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Wheeler  was  named  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  presenleS 
for  his  majesty's  approbation,  which  was  received.  The 
act  was  complete,  and  tiie  office  that  Mr.  Hastings  had 
resigned,  was  legally  filled.  T/iis  proceeding  was  offi- 
cially notified  in  Bengal,  and  General  Clavering,  as  seui- 
er  in  council,  was  in  course  to  succeed  to  the  office  of 
governor  general. 

Mr.  Hastings,  to  extricate  himself  from  the  difficulties 
into  which  this  resignation  had  brought  him,  had  recourse 
to  one  of  those  unlooked-for  and  hardy  measures  which 
characterize  the  whole  of  his  administration.  He  came 
to  a  resolution  of  disowning  his  agent,  denying  his  letter, 
and  disavowing  his  friends.  He  insisted  on  continuing 
in  the  execution  of  hi?  office,  and  supported  himself  by 
such  reasons  as  could  be  furnished  in  such  a  cause.  Au 
open  schism  instantly  divided  the  council.  General  Cla- 
vering claimed  the  office,  to  which  he  ought  to  succeed, 
and  Mr.  Francis  adhered  to  him  ;  Mr.  Barwell  stuck  to 
Mr.  Hastings.  The  two  parties  assembled  separately, 
and  every  thing  was  running  fast  into  a  confusion,  which 
'snspended  government,  and  might  very  probably  have  end- 
ed in  a  civil  war,  had  not  the  jndge6  of  the  supreme  court, 
on  a  reference  to  them,  settled  the  controvery,  by  de- 
cidins^  that  the  resignation  was  an  invalid  act,  and  that 
Mr.  Hastings  was  still  in  the  legtti  possession  of  his  place, 
which  had  been  actually  filled  up  in  England.  It  was 
extraordinary,  that  the  nullity  of  this  resignation  should 
Rot  have  been  discovered  in  England,  where  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  resignation  then  was;  where  the  agent  was 
personally  present ;  where  the  witnesses  were  examined  ; 
and  where  there  was  and  could  be  no  want  of  legal  ad- 
vice, either  on  the  part  of  the  company  or  of  the  crown. 
The  judges  took  no  light  matter  npon  them  in  super- 
seding, and  thereby  condemning  the  legality  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ap^Kiintment;  for  such  it  became  by  the  royal 
approbation. 

On  this  determination,  such  as  it  was,  the  division  in 
the  meeting,  but  not  u\  the  minds  of  the  council,  ceased. 
General  Clavering  uniformly  opposed  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hastings  to  the  end  of  his  life.  But  Mr.  Hastings  show- 
ed more  temper  under  much  greater  provocations.  In 
disclaiming  his  agent,  and  in  effect  accusing  him  of  an 
imposture  the  most  deeply  injurious  to  his  character  and 
fortune,  and  of  the  grossest  forgery  to  support  it ;  he 
vas  so  very  mild  and  indulgent,  as  not  to  show  any  active 
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leseDtment  against  his  unfaithful  agent,  nor  to  com^ 
plain  to  the  court  of  directors.  It  was  expected  in  Ben- 
gal, that  some  strong  measures  would  have  immediately 
been  taken  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of  the  king  and  of 
the  court  of  directors ;  as  this  proceeding,  unaccompa- 
aied  with  the  severest  animadversion,  manifestly  struck 
a  decisive  blow  at  the  existence  of  the  most  essential 
powers  of  both.  But  your  committee  do  not  find  tJiaS! 
any  measures  whatever,  such  as  the  case  seemed  to  de- 
mand, were  taken.  The  observations  made  by  the  cour& 
of  directors,  on  what  they  call  '<  these  extraordinary 
transactionSy^  are  just  and  well  applied.  They  con*- 
clude  with  a  declaration,  "//la/  //le  measures  which  it 
might  be  necessary  for  them  to  take^  in  order  to  retrieve 
the  honour  of  the  company y  and  to  prevent  the  like  abuse 
from  being  practised  in  fiUnrey  sliould  luive  their  most 
serious  and  earliest  consideration  ;"  and  with  this  de- 
claration they  appear  to  have  closed  their  account,  and 
to  have  dismissed  the  subject  for  ever. 

A  sanction  was  hereby  given  to  all  future  defiance  of 
eveiy  authority  in  this  kingdom.  Several  other  matters 
of  complaint  against  Mr.  Hastings,  particularly  the 
charge  of  peculation,  fell  to  the  ground  at  the  same  time. 
Opinions  of  counsel  had  been  taken,  relative  to  a  prose- 
cution at  law  upon  this  charge,  from  the  then  attorney 
and  the  then  solicitor  general  and  Mr.  Dunning  [now  the 
LordsThurlow,  Ijoughborough,  and  Ashburton]  together 
witli  Mr.  Adair  [now  recorder  of  London.]  None  of 
Ihem  gave  a  positive  o{)inion  against  the  grounds  of  the 
prosecution.  The  attorney  general  doubted  on  the  pru- 
dence of  the  proceedings,  and  censured  (as  it  well  de- 
served) the  ill  statement  of  the  case.  Three  of  them, 
Mr.  AVedderburn,  Mr.  Dunning,  and  Mr.  Adair,  were 
clear  in  favour  of  the  prosecution.  No  prosecution, 
however  was  had,  and  the  directors  contented  themselves 
with  censuring  and  admonishing  Mr.  Hastings. 

With  regard  to  the  supreme  council,  the  meoibers,^ 
vho  chose  ^for  it  was  choice  only)  to  attend  to  the  orders 
which  were  issued  from  the  languishing  authority  of  the 
directors,  continued  to  receive  unprofitable  applauses  and 
BO  support.      Their  corresjK>ndencc  was  always  filled 
with  complaints,  the  justice  of  which  was  always  admit- 
ted by  the  court  of  directors  ;  but  this  admission  of  the 
ctttence  of  the  evil  showed  only  the  inipotence  of  those 
*bo  were  to  administer  the  remedy.     The  authority  of 
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the  court  of  directors,  resisted  with  success  in  so  capital 
an  instan<:e  as  that  of  the  resignation,  was  not  likely  to 
be  respected  in  any  otiier.  Wnat  influence  it  really  had 
on  tiie  conduct  of  tlie  company's  servants  may  be  col- 
lected from  tlie  facts  that  followed  it. 

Tiie  disobedience  of  Mr.  Hastings  has  of  late  not  only 
become  uniform  and  systematic  al  id  practice,  but  has 
been  in  principle  also  supported  by  him  and  by  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  late  a  member  of  the  supreme  council  in  Bengal, 
and  now  a  member  of  this  house. 

Intl'.econsullationof  the  20th  of  July,  1778,  Mr.  Bar- 
well  gives  it  as  his  solemn  and  deliberate  opinion,  that 
**  while  Mr.  Hastings  is  in  the  government,  the  respect  and 
dignity  of  his  station  should  be  supported.  In  these  senti- 
ments I  must  decline  an  acquiescence  in  any  order,  which 
has  a  tendency  to  bring  the  government  into  disrepute. 
As  the  company  have  tlie  means  and  power  of  forming 
their  own  administration  in  India,  they  may  at  pleasure 
place  whom  they  please  at  the  head ;  but  in  my  opinion 
they  are  not  authorized  to  treat  a  person  in  that  post  with 
indignity,^* 

By  treating  them  with  indignity  (in  the  particular  cases 
wherein  they  have  declined  obedience  to  orders)  they 
must  mean  those  orders  wiiich  imply  a  censure  on  any 
part  of  their  conduct,  a  reversal  of  any  of  their  proceed* 
ings,  or,  as  Mr.  Barwell  expresses  himself  in  words  very 
significant,  in  any  orders,  that  have  a  tendency  to  bring 
tluir  government  into  disrepiife.  The  amplitude  of  this 
latter  description  reserving  to  them  the  judgment  of  any 
orders,  which  have  so  much  as  that  tendency,  puts  them 
in  possession  of  a  complete  independence ;  an  indepen- 
dence including  a  despotic  niilhority  over  the  subordi- 
nates  and  the  country.  Tiie  very  means  taken  by  the 
directors  for  enforcing  their  autliority  becomes,  on  this 
principle,  a  cause  of  further  disobedience.  It  is  observ- 
able,  tliat  their  principles  of  disobedience  do  not  refer  to 
any  local  consideration  overlooked  by  the  directors, 
which  might  supersede  their  orders,  or  to  any  change  of 
circumstances,  which  might  render  another  course 
advisable,  or  even  perhaps  necessary;  but  it  relates 
solely  to  their  own  interior  feelings  in  matters  relative 
to  themselves,  and  their  opinion  of  their  own  dignity 
and  reputation.  It  is  plain,  that  they  have  wholly 
forgotten  who  they  are,  and  what  the  nature  of  their 
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like  is.  Mr.  HastiDgs  and  Mr.  Harwell  are  servants 
if  the  company ;  and  as  such,  by  the  duty  inherent 
n  that  relation,  as  well  as  by  their  special  covenants, 
fttt  obliged  to  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  of  their 
Miters.  They  have,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  cancel- 
id  all  the  bonds  of  this  relation,  and  all  the  sanctions  of 
beae  covenants* 
But  in  thus  throwing  off  the  authority  of  the  court  of 
irectors,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell  have  thrown  off 
he  authority  of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  Great 
(rhaio  ;  for,  by  the  regulating  act  of  the  thirteenth  of 
is  Biajesty,  they  are  expressly  <<  directed  and  required 
9  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  orders  as  they  shall  re- 
eive  from  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  com- 
■ay."  Such  is  the  declaration  of  the  law.  But  Mr. 
larwell  declares,  that  i:e  declines  obedience  to  any  or- 
en,  wiiich  he  shall  interpret  to  be  indignities  on  a  gov- 
ernor general.  To  the  clear  injunctions  of  the  legisla- 
ire,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell  Lave  thought  proper 
»  omiose  their  pretended  reputation  and  dignity  ;  as  if 
be  ciaief  honour  of  public  ministers  in  every  situation 
w  Dot  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  their 
ooDtry.  Tour  committee,  to  render  evident  to  this 
enie  the  general  nature  and  tendency  of  this  pretended 
Ifgnity,  and  to  illustrate  the  real  principles  ui>on  which 
bej  appear  to  have  acted,  think  it  ne(  essary  to  make 
baervatiomi  on  three  or  four  of  the  cases,  already  re- 
Mted,  of  marked  disobedience  to  particular  and  special 
nlera ;  on  one  of  which  the  above  extraordinary  doc- 
line  was  maintained. 

Theae  are  the  cases  of  Mr.  Fowke,  Mr.  Bristow,  and 

Hahomed  Reza  Khan.     In  a  few  weeks  after  the  death 

of  Colonel  Monson,  Mr.  Hastings  having  obtained  a  ma- 

jirity  in  council  by  his  casting  vote,  Mr.  Fowke  and 

Mr.  Bristow  were  called  from  their  respective  offices  of 

icridents  at  Benares  and  Oude  ;  places,  which  have  be- 

cose  the  scenes  of  other  extraordinary  operations  under 

tbe  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  {person.     For  the  recall 

'  Mr.  Bristow  no  reason  was  assigned.     The  reason  asr 

liped  for  the  proceeding  with  regard  to  Mr.  Fowke  was, 

w  **tbe  purposes  for  which  he  was  appointed  were 

tkaftdly  accomplished." 

An  account  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Fowke  was  com- 
■li^ted  to  the  court  of  directors^  in  a  letter  of  the 
▼WhVi.  [   18    ] 
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22d  of  December,  1776.  On  this  nolification,  the  eoin>t 
had  nothing  to  conclude,  but  that  Mr.  Hastings,  from  % 
rigid  pursuit  of  economy  in  the  management  of  the  com- 
pany's aflairs,  had  recalled  a  useless  officer.  But  with- 
out alleging  any  variation  whatsoever  in  the  circumstances, 
in  less  than  twenty  days  after  the  order  for  the  recal  of 
Mr.  Fowke,  and  the  very  dajf  afler  the  despatch  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  transaction,  Mr.  Hastings  re- 
commended Mr.  Graham  to  this  very  office ;  the  end  of 
which,  he  declared  to  the  directors  but  the  day  before, 
bad  been  fully  accomplished.  And  not  tliinking  this 
sufficient,  he  appointed  Mr.  D.  Barwell  as  his  assistant, 
at  a  salary  of  at)out  four  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Against 
this  extraordinary  act  General  Ctavering  and  Mr.  Fran- 
cis entered  a  protest. 

So  early  as  the  6th  of  the  following  January,  the  ap- 
pointment of  these  gentlemen  was  communicated  in  a 
letter  to  the  court  of  ditcctors,  without  any  sort  of  co- 
lour, apology,  or  explanation.  That  court  found  a  ser- 
▼ant  removed  from  his  station  wit!^out  complaint,  contra- 
ry to  the  tenor  of  one  of  their  standing  injunctions. 
They  allow,  however,  and  with  reason,  that  '*  if  it  were 
possible  to  suppose  that  a  saving,  &c.  had  been  his  jdo* 
live,  they  would  have  approved  his  proceeding.  But  that 
when,  immediately  afterwards,  two  persons  with  two  sa» 
laries  had  been  appointed  to  execute  the  office,  which 
bad  been  filled  with  reputation  by  Mr.  Fowke  alooe ; 
and  that  Mr.  Graham  enjoys  all  the  emoluments  annexed 
to  the  office  of  Mr.  Fowke :"  they  properly  cooclode, 
that  Mr.  Fowke  was  removed  without  just  cause  to  make 
way  for  Mr.  Graliam  ;  and  strictly  enjoin,  that  the  for- 
mer be  reinstated  in  his  office  of  resident  as  postmaster 
of  Benares.  In  the  same  letter  they  assert  their  rights 
in  a  tone  of  becoming  firmness,  and  declare,  that  ^^  on  do 
account  we  can  permit  our  orders  to  be  disobeyed,  or 
our  authority  disregarded  " 

It  was  now  to  be  seen  which  of  the  parties  was  tagive 
way.  The  orders  were  clear  and  precise,  and  enforced- 
by  a  strong  declaration  of  the  resolution  of  the  court  to 
xnake  itself  obeyed.  Mr.  Hastings  fairly  joined  issae 
upon  this  point  with  his  masters;  and,  having  disobeyed 
the  general  instructions  of  the  company,  determined  to 
pay  no  obedience  to  their  special  order. 

On  the  2lBt  July,  1778,  he  moved,  and  succeeded  is 
kii  proposition,  that  the  execution  of  tiiese  orders  sboaU 
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be  suspended.  The  reason  he  assigned  for  this  suspeiv 
■ioD  lets  in  great  light  upon  the  true  character  or  all 
these  proceedings,  *<  that  his  consent  to  the  recall  of  Mr. 
Graham  would  be  adequate  to  his  own  resignation  of  the 
■ervice,  as  it  would  inflict  such  a  wound  on  his  authority 
mnd  tn/Zttfticf,  that  he  could  not  maintain  it." 

If  that  had  been  his  opinion,  he  ought  to  have  resigned, 
and  not  disobeyed ;  because  it  was  not  necessarj  that 
he  should  hold  his  office ;  but  it  was  necessary,  that, 
whilst  lie  held  it,  he  sliould  obey  his  superiors  and  sui> 
vit  to  the  law.  Much  more  truly  was  his  conduct  a 
TirtuaJ  Fesignation  of  bis  lawful  oflSce,  and  at  the  same 
time  an  usurpation  of  a  situation  which  did  not  belong  to 
'  him,  to  iiold  a  subordinate  office,  and  to  refuse  to  act  ac- 
cording to  its  duties.  Had  iiis  authority  beea  self-ori* 
ginaled  it  would  have  been  wounded  by  his  submission : 
but  in  this  case  the  true  nature  of  his  authority  was  af- 
firmed, not  injured,  by  his  obedience,  because  it  was  a 
power  derived  from  others,  and,  by  its  essence,  to  be 
executed  according  to  their  directions. 

In  this  determined  disobedience  he  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Barwell,  who  on  that  occasion  delivered  thedanger-^ 
ons  doctrine,  to  which  your  committee  have  lately  ad* 
▼erted.     Mr.  Fowke,  who  had  a  most  material  interest 
in  this  determination,  appUed  by  letter  to  be  informed 
ceneerDing  it.     An  answer  was  sent,  acquainting  him 
coldlj,  and  without  any  reason  assigned,  of  what  had 
been  resolved  relative  to  his  office.     This  communicar 
lion  was  soon  followed  by  another  letter  from  Mr.  Fowke, 
with  great  submission  and  remarkable  decency,  asserting 
bis  right  to  his  office,  under  the  authority  of  the  court 
of  directors ;  and  for  solid  reasons,  grounded  on  the  com- 
pany's  express  orders,  praying  to  be  informed  of  the 
charge  agamst  him.     This  letter  ap|>ears  to  have  been 
received  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  very  loftily. 
^b.  Hastings  said,  *'  that  such  applications  were  irregu- 
lar; ib^i  they  are  not  accountable  to  Mr.  Fowke  for 
their  retolittion  respecting  him.     Tiie  reasons  for  snsr 
psnfisg  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors contain  no  clutrfrey  nor  the  slightest  imputation  of 
tt  d^argY  against  Mr.  Fowke  ;  btit  I  see  no  rextson  why 
^iiboard  should  condescend  to  tell  him  so."     Accord- 
B^JT)  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler, 
^inform  Mr.  Fowke  **  that  they  liad  no  ireason  to  b^i 
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diMatiified  with  bb  condact,"  on  the  previous  questioii 
was  rejected. 

By  this  resolution  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  die* 
^vered  another  principle,  and  no  less  dangerous  than  the 
first ;  namely,  that  persons,  deriving  a  valuable  interest 
under  the  company  s  orders,  so  far  from  being  heard  in 
favour  of  their  right,  are  not  so  much  as  to  be  informed 
of  the  grounds  on  which  they  are  deprived  of  it. 

The  arrival  soon  after  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  giving  ano* 
tfaer  opportunity  of  trial,  the  question  for  obedience  to 
ud  Ath  ^^^  company's  orders  was  again^  brought  on  by  Mr, 
Apru,  Francis,  and  again  received  a  negative.  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
though  present,  and  declaring  that  had  he  been  at  tbo 
original  consultation  he  should  have  voted  for  the  imme- 
diate execution  of  the  company's  orders,  yet  was  resolv- 
ed to  avoid  what  he  called  any  A:indq/'re/ro«pec^  Hi* 
neutrality  gained  the  question  in  favour  of  this  the  third 
fesolution  for  disobedience  to  orders. 

The  resolution  in  Bengal  being  thus  decisively  takeoi 
|t  came  to  the  turn  of  the  court  of  directors  to  act  their 
part.  They  did  act  their  part  exactly  in  their  old  man- 
ner ;  they  had  recourse  to  their  old  remedy  of  repeatii^ 
orders  which  had  been  disobeyed*  The  directors  de^ 
clare  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  (though  without 
fuiy  apparent  reason)  that  <'  they  have  read  withastanisk' 
ment  their  formal  resolution  to  suspend  the  executioD  of 
their  orders ;  that  they  shall  take  such  measures  as  ap- 
pear necessary  for  preserving  the  authority  of  the  cawt 
of  directors^  and  for  preventing  sufih  instances  ofdireet^ 
ind  wilful  disobedience  in  their  servants  in  time  to. 
come."  They  then  renew  their  directions  concenniiqj 
Mr.  Fowke.  The  event  of  this  sole  measure,  taken  to. 
preserve  their  authority,  and  to  prevent  instances  of  di- 
rect and  wilful  disobedience,  your  committee  will  state 
in  its  proper  place,  taking  into  consideration  for  the  me* 
fent  the  proceedings  relative  to  Mr.  Bristow,  and  to  Ma- 
Iiomed  Reza  Khan,  which  were  altogether  in  the  same 
apirit.  But  as  they  were  diversified  in  the  circumstan- 
ces of  disobedience  as  well  from  the  case  of  Mr.  Fowke 
as  from  one  another,  and  as  these  circumstances  tend  to 
dbcover  otiier  dangerous  principles  of  abuse,  and  the  ge- 
neral prostrate  condition  of  the  authority  of  parliament 
in  Bengal,  your  committee .  proceed  first  to  ipake  8QII^ 
^observations  upon  them. 
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The  province  of  Oude,  enlarged  by  the  accesiion  o 
several  extensive  and  otice  fiouriBhing  terriiories,  that  is, 
bj  the  country  of  the  Rohillas,  the  district  of  Corah  and 
Allahabad,  and  other  provinces  betwixt  th^  Ganges  and 
JinDDa,  is  under  the  nominal  dominion  of  one  of  the 
princeB  of  the  country,  called  Asoph  ul  Dowlah.  But  a 
body  of  Elflglish  troops  is  kept  up  in  his  country ;  and 
the  greatest  part  of  his  revenues  are,  by  one  description 
or  another,  substantially  under  the  administration  of  Eng^ 
Jisfa  subjects.  He  is,  to  all  purposes,  a  dependent  prince. 
,  The  person  to  be  employed  in  his  dominions  to  act  for 
the  committee,  was  therefore  of  little  consequence  in  his 
capacity  of  negptiator ;  but  he  was  vested  with  a  trust, 
great  and  critical  in  all  pecuniary  affairs.  These  pro- 
vinces of  dependence  lie  out  of  the  system  of  the  com- 
pany's ordinary  administration ;  and  transactions  there 
cannot  be  so  readily  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
coort  of  directors.  This  renders  it  the  more  necessary 
that  the  residents  in  such  places  should  be  persons  not 
diapproved  of  by  the  court  of  directors.  They  are  to 
manage  a  permanent  interest,  which  is  not,  like  a  matter 
of  political  negotiation,  variable,  and  which,  from  circom* 
stances,  might  possibly  excqse  some  degree  of  discretion- 
ary latitude  (n  construing  their  orders.  During  the  life- 
time of  General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  Sir.  Bris- 
tow  was  appointed  to  this  presidency,  and  that  appointx 
ment,  being  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, became  in  effect  their  own.  Mr.  Bristow  appears 
to  have  shown  himself  a  man  of  talents  and  activity. 
He  had  been  principally  concerned  in  the  negotiations, 
by  which  the  company's  interest  in  the  higher  provinces 
had  been  established,  and  those  services  were  considered 
by  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  as  so  meritorious,  that  tiiey 
voted  him  ten  thousand  pounds  as  a  reward,  with  many 
apressions  of  esteem  and  honour. 

Mr.  Bristow,  however,  was  recalled  by  Mr.  Hastings 

ind  Mr.  Barwell,  who  had  then  acquired  the  majority, 

vilhottt  any  complaint  having  been  assigned  as  the  cause 

of  hit  removal,  and  Mr.  Middleton  was  sent  in  his  stead 

to  reskie  at  the  capital  of  Oude.   The  court  of  directors, 

Miooo  as  they  could  be  apprized  of  this  extraordinary 

»l«P>m  their  letter  of  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  express 

wr  strongest  disapprobation  of  it;  they  order   Mr. 

Middleton  to  be  recalled,  and  Mr.  Bristow  to  be  rein- 

itited  in  bis  office.     |n  December,  1778,  they  repeat 
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tbeir  order.  Of  these  repeated  orders  do  notice  was 
taken.  Mr.  Bristow,  fatigued  with  unsuccessful  private 
applications,  which  met  with  a  constant  refusal,  did,  at 
length,  on  the  Ist  of  May,  17iiO,  address  a  letter  to  the 
board,  making  his  claim  of  right ;  entitling  himself  to  his 
olSces,  under  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors ; 
and  complaining  of  the  hardships,  which  he  suffered  bj 
the  delay  in  admitting  him  to  the  exercise  of  it.  This 
letter  your  committee  liave  inserted  at  large  in  the  fifth 
report ;  having  found  nothing  whatsoever  exceptionable 
in  it,  aitbougfi  it  tteems  to  have  excited  the  warmest  re^ 
sentment  in  Mr.  Hastings. 

This  claim  of  the  party  gave  no  new  force  to  the  or* 
der  of  the  directors,  which  remained  without  any  atten- 
tion from  the  board,  from  Mr.  Bristow's  arrival  until  th0 
Ist  of  May,  and  with  as  little  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the 
2d  of  October  following.     On  tliat  day  Mr.  Francis,  after 
liaving  caused  the  repeated  orders  of  tfte  court  of  direct* 
ors  to  be  first  read,  moved,  that  Mr.  Bristow  should  bo 
reinstated  in  his  office.     Ttiis  motion,  in  itself  just  and 
proper  in  the  highest  degree,  and  in  which  no  fault  could 
be  round,  but  that  it  was  not  made  more  early,  was  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Hastings  with  the  greatest  marks  of  re^* 
sentment  and  indignation.     He  declares  in  his  minute, 
that  ^<  were  the  most  determined  adversary  of  the  British 
nation  to  possess,  by  whatever  means,  a  share  in  the  ad-^ 
ministration,  he  could  not  devise  a  measure  in  Uself  so 
pernicious,  or  time  it  so  effectually  for  the  ruin  of  the 
jSritish  interests  in  India."     Then  turning  to  the  object 
of  the  motion,  he  says,  '<  I  will  ask  who  is  Mr.  Bristow? 
that  a  member  of  the  administration  should,  at  such  a 
time,  hold  him  forth  as  an  instrument  for  the  degrada^ 
iion  of  the  first  exectUive  member  of  this  governments 
What   are  the  professed   objects  of  his  appointment? 
What  are  the  merits  and  services,  or  what  the  qnalifin 
mtionSy  which  entitle  him  to  such  uncommon  distinction  ? 
Is  it  for  his  superior  integrity^  or  for  his  eminent  abUitie^^ 
that  he  is  to  be  dignified  at  such  hazard  of  every  consi- 
deration, that  ought  to  influence  the  members  of  this  ad- 
ministration ?  Of  the  former  (his  integrity)  I  know  no 
proofs;  I  am  sure  it  is  not  an  evidence  of  it,  that  he  haa 
been  enabled  to  make  himself  the  principal  in  such  a 
competition  ;  and  for  the  test  of  his  abilities,  I  appeal  to 
the  letter  which  he  has  dared  to  write  to  this  board,  and 
which  I  ism  ashamed  to  say  we  have  suffered.    I  cksint 
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that  a  copy  of  it  may  be  inserted  in  this  day's  proceed- 
iogs,  that  it  may  stand  before  the  eyes  of  every  member 
of  the  board,  when  he  shall  give  his  vote  upon  a  question 
ibr  giving  tlieir  confidence  to  a  man,  their  servanty  who 
haa  publicly  insulted  iheniy  his  masters^  and  the  members 
of  the  government,  to  whom  he  owes  his  obedience ;  who» 
assuming  an  association  i;itb  the  court  of  directors,  and 
erecting  himself  into  a  tribunalf  has  arraigned  them  for 
disobedience  of  orders,  passed  judgment  upon  them,  and 
tondemned  or  acquitted  them  as  their  magistrate  or  supe- 
rior* Let  the  board  consider,  whether  a  man,  possessed 
pf  so  independent  a  spirit,  who  has  already  shown  a  con- 
tempt of  tbeir  authority,  who  has  shown  himself  so 
mreichtd  an  advocate  for  his  own  catise^  and  negotiator 
for  his  own  interest^  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guar* 
diaoKbip  of  their  honour,  the  execution  of  their  measures^ 
and  as  tlieir  confidential  manager  and  negotiator  with  the 
princes  of  India.  As  the  motion  has  been  unaccompa- 
nied by  any  reasons  which  should  induce  the  board  to 
pass  their  acquiescence  in  it,  I  presume  tlie  motion  which 
|ireceded  it,  for  reading  the  orders  of  the  cotirt  of  direct"  ^ 
orSf  was  intended  to  serve  as  an  argument  for  itj  as  well 
ms  an  iidroductioihto  it.  The  last  of  those  was  dictated 
the  23d  December,  1778,  almost  two  years  past.  They 
were  dictated  at  a  time  when,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  tha 
court  of  directors  were  in  the  lutbit  of  casting  reproach 
vpon  my  coiu/uc/,  and  heaping  indignities  upon  mysta^ 
ton." 

Had  the  language  and  opinions  which  prevail  througb- 
aut  this  part  of  the  minute,  as  well  as  in  all  the  otheni 
to  which  your  committee  refer,  been  uttered  suddenly, 
and  in  a  passion,  however  unprovoked,  some  sort  of  apo- 
logy might  be  made  for  the  governor  general.     But  when 
it  was  produced  five  months  after  the  supposed  offence^ 
and  tiieo  delivered  in  writing,  which  always  implies  the 
power  of  a  greater  degree  of  recollection  and  self-com- 
Buid,  it  shows  how  deeply  the  principles  of  disobedience 
hid  taken  root  in  his  mind,  and  of  an  assumption  to  him- 
self of  exorbitant  powers,  which  he  chooses  to  distiu" 
loishby  the  title  of  ^^his  prerogative.*^  '  In  this  also 
vill  be  found  an  obscure  hint  of  the  cause  of  his  disobe- 
fimcey  which  your  committee  conceive  to  allude  to  the 
min  cause  of  the  disorders  in  the  government  of  India. 
tady,  an  underhand  communication  with  Europe. 
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Mr.  Hastings,  by  his  confidence  in  the  support  derived 
from  this  source,  or  from  the  habits  of  independent  power, 
is  carried  to,  such  a  length  as  to  consider  a  motion  to 
obey  the  court  of  directors  as  a  degradation  of  the  execo-^ 
live  government  in  his  person.  He  looks  upon  a  claim 
under  that  authority,  and  a  complaint  that  it  has  produ- 
ced no  effect,  as  a  piece  of  daring  insolence,  which  be  is 
ashamed  that  the  board  has  suflfered.  The  behavioux^ 
which  your  committee  consider  as  so  intemperate  and 
despotic,  he  regards  as  a  culpable  degree  of  patience  and 
forbearance^  Major  Scott,  his  agent,  enters  so  much 
into  the  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings^  conduct,  as  to  tell 
your  committee  that,  in  his  opinion,  Lord  Clive  would 
have  sent  home  Mr.  Bristow  a  prisoner  upon  such  an  oc- 
casion, it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  very  same 
breath  that  Mr.  Hastings  so  heavily  condemns  a  juniof 
officer  in  the  company's  service  (not  a  servant  of  the 
council,  as  he  hazards  to  call  him,  but  their  felhrV'Ser- 
vant)  for  merely  complaining  of  a  supposed  injury,  and 
requiring  redress,  he  so  far  forgets  his  own  subordinatioa 
as  to  reject  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  even  as 
an  argxunent  in  favour  of  appointing  a  person  to  an  of- 
fice ;  to  presume  to  censure )ti6'  undoubted  masters  ;  and 
to  accuse  them  of  having  been  ^'  in  a  habit  of  casting  re- 
proaches upon  him,  and  heaping  indignities  on  his  sta- 
tion." And  it  is  to  be  observed  timt  this  censure  was 
not  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  or  obtaining  redress  for 
any  injury,  out  appeared  ratiier  as  a  reason  for  refusing 
to  obey  their  lawful  commands.  It  is  plainly  implied  in 
that  minute,  that  no  servant  of  the  company,  m  Mr. 
Bristow's  rank,  would  dare  to  act  in  such  a  manner,  i^ 
he  had  not,  by  indirect  means,  obtained  a  premature  for- 
tune. This  alone  is  sufficient  to  show  the  situation  of 
the  company's  servants  in  the  subordinate  situations,, 
when  the  mere  claim  of  a  right,  derived  from  tiie  sove- 
reign legal  power,  becomes  fatal  not  only  to  the  objects 
which  they  pursue,  but  deeply  wounds  that  reputatioD 
both  for  ability  and  integrity,  by  which  alone  they  arc^ 
to  be  qualified  for  any  other. 

If  any  thing  could  add  to  the  disagreeable  situation  of 
those  who  are  submitted  to  an  authority  conducted  OD 
such  principles,  it  is  this.  The  company  has » ordered 
that  no  complaint  shall  be  made  in  Europe  against  any 
of  the  council  without  being  previously  communicatra 
to  them ;  a  regulation  formed  upon  grave  reasons ;  and 
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it  was  certainly  made  in  favour  of  that  board.  But  if  a 
person,  having  ground  of  complaint  against  the  council, 
Djr  making  use  of  the  mode  prescribed  in  favour  of  that 
very  council,  and  by  complaining  to  themselves,  commits 
an  offence,  for  which  he  may  be  justly  punished,  the  di- 
rectors have  not  regulated  the  mode  of  complaint ;  they 
have  actually  forbidden  it :  they  have,  on  that  supposi- 
tion, renounced  their  authority ;  and  the  ivhole  system  ' 
of  their  officers  is  delivered  over  to  the  arbitrary  will  of 
a  few  of  their  chief  servants. 

During  the  whole  day  of  that  deliberation,  things  wore 
a  decided  face*  Mr.  Hastings  stood  to  his  principles  in 
their  full  extent,  and  seemed  resolved  upon  unqualified 
disobedience.  But,  as  the  debate  was  adjourned  to  the 
day  following,  time  was  given  for  expedients ;  and  such 
an  expedient  was  hit  upon  by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  will,  no 
doubt,  be  unexpected  by  the  house:  but  it  serves  to 
throw  new  lights  upon  the  motives  of  all  his  struggles 
with  the  aut^rity  of  the  legislature. 

The  next  day  the  council  met  upon  the  adjournment. 
Then  Mr.  Hastings  proposed,  as  a  compromise,  a  divi- 
sion of  the  object  in  question.     One  half  was  to  be  sur- 
rendered to  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  the 
other  was  reserved  for  his  dignity.     But  the  choice  he 
made  of  his  own  share  in  this  partition  is  very  worthy  of 
notice.      He  had  taken  his  sole  ground  of  objection 
i^iinst  Mr.  Brbtow  on  the  supposed  ill  effect,  that  such 
an  appointment  would  have  on  the  minds  of  the  Indian 
powers.     He  said>  **^  that  these  powers  could  have  no  de^ 
Mndence  on  his  fulfilling  his  engagements,  or  maintain^ 
uis[  the  failk  of  treaties^  which  he  miglit  offer  for  their 
acceptance,  if  they  saw  him  treated  with  such  contempt.'* 
Mr.  Bristow's  appearing  in  a  political  character  was  the 
whole  of  his  complaint ;  yet,  when  he  comes  to  a  volun- 
taiy  distribution  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  he  gives  Mr. 
Bristow  those  very  political  negotiations,  of  which,  bub 
the  day  before,  he  had  in  such  strong  terms  declared 
Imp  personally  incapable ;  whose  appointment  he  consi- 
dered to  be  fatal  to  those  negotiations ;  and  which  he 
thenipokeof  as  a  measure,  in  itself  such  as  the  bitterest 
idversary  to  Great  Britain  would  have  proposed.     But, 
bving  thus  yielded  his  whole  ground  of  ostensible  obr 
JKction,  he  reserved  to  his  own  appointment  the  entire 
Banagement  of  the  pecvniary  trust.     Accordingly  be 
To^,.  vi%  f  i9  ] 
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named  Mr.  Bristow  for  the  former,  and  Mr.  Middlcton* 
for  the  latter.  On  his  own  principles,  he  ought  to  have 
done  the  verj  reverse.  On  every  justifiable  principle 
he  ought  to  have  done  so:  for,  a  servant,  who  for  a  long, 
time  resists  the  orders  of  his  masters,  and  when  he  re- 
luctantly gives  way,  obeys  them  by  halves,  ought  to  be 
remarkably  careful  to  make  his  actions  correspond  with  his^ 
words,  and  to  put  himself  out  of  all  suspicion  with  re- 
gard to  the  purity  of  his  motives.  It  was  possible  that 
the  political  reasons  which  were  solely  assigned  against 
Mr.  Bristow's  appointment,  might  have  been  the  real  mo- 
tives of  Mr.  Hastings'  opposition.  But  these  he  totally 
abandons,  and  holds  fast  to  the  pecuniary  department. 
Now,  as  it  is  notorious  that  most  of  the  abuses  of  India 
grow  out  of  money-dealing,  it  was  peculiarly  unfit  for  a 
■crvant,  delicate  with  regard  to  his  reputation,  to  require 
a  personal  and  confidential  agent  in  a  situation  merely 
official ;  in  which  secrecy  and  personal  connexions  could 
be  of  no  possible  use,  and  could  only  serve  to  excite  distrust. 
Matters  of  account  cannot  be  made  too  public  ;  and  it  is 
not  the  most  confidential  agent,  but  the  most  responsi- 
ble, who  is  the  fittest  for  the  management  of  pecuniary 
trusts.  That  man  was  the  fittest  at  once  to  do  the  duty 
and  to  remove  all  suspicions  from  the  governor  general's 
character,  whom,  by  not  being  of  his  appointment,  he 
could  not  be  supposed  to  favour  for  private  purposes; 
who  must  naturally  stand  in  awe  of  his  inspection ;  and 
whose  misconduct  could  not  possibly  be  imputable  to 
him.  Such  an  agency,  in  a  pecuniary  trust,  was  the 
▼ery  last  on  which  Mr.  Hastings  ought  to  have  risked 
his  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  direction ;  or,  what 
is  even  worse  for  his  motives,  a  direct  contradiction  te 
yi  the  principles,  upon  which  he  had  attempted  to  jus- 
tify that  bold  measure. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  affair  of  Maho* 
ned  Reza  KhiLn,  was  an  act  of  disobedience  of  the  same 
character,  but  wrought  by  other  instruments.  When 
the  Duanny  (or  universal  perception  and  management 
of  the  revenues)  of  Bengal  was  acquired  to  the  company, 
together  with  the  command  of  the  army,  the  nabob,  or 
governor,  naturally  fell  into  the  rank  rather  of  a  subject 
than  that  even  of  a  dependent  prince.  Tet  the  preser* 
vation  of  such  a  power  in  such  a  degree  of  subordina- 
tion with  the  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  the  care  of  the 
public  order  annexed  to  it,  was  a  wi«e  and  laudable  policy 
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7t  preserved  a  portion  of  the  government  in  the  hands  of 
the  natives ;  it  kept  them  in  respect ;  it  rendered  them 
-qoiet  CD  the  change  ;  and  it  prevented  that  vast  king- 
dom from  wearing  the  dangerous  appearance,  and  still 
«more,  from  sinking  into  the  terrible  state  of  a  country  of 
conquest.     Your  committee  has  already  reported  the 
manner  in  which  the  company  (it  must  be  allowed,  upon 
pretences  that  will  not  bear  the  sliglitest  examination) 
diverted  from  its  purposes  a  great  part  of  the  revenues 
appropriated  to  the  country  government ;  but  they  were 
very  properly  anxious,  that  what  remained  should  be 
well  administered.     In  ihe  life  time  of  General  €laver- 
jog  and  Colonel  Monson,  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  a  man 
of  rank  among  the  natives,  was  judged  by  them  the  fittest 
person  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  nabob,  as  his  naibor 
deputy;  an  office  well  known  in  the  ancient  cotistitutioii 
of  these  provinces,  at  a  time  when  the  principal  magi»- 
tnites,  by  nature  and  situation,  "were   more   efficient. 
This  appointment  was  highly  approved,  and  in  conse<> 
qoence  confirmed  by  the  court  of  directors.     Mr.  Has- 
tings and  Mr.  Barwell,  however,  thought  proper  to  re- 
move bim.     To  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors 
they  opposed  the  request  of  the  nabob,  stating  that  he  was 
arrired  at  the  common  age  of  maturity,  and  stood  in  no 
netd  of  a  deputy  to  mnmtge  his  affairs.     On  former  oc- 
casions, Mr.  Hastings  conceived  a  very  low  opinion  of  the 
roodition  of  the  person  whom  he  thus  set  up  against  the  au- 
thor! ty  of  his  masters.  '^  On  a  former  occasion  (as  the  direc- 
tors tell  him)  and  to  serve  a  very  different  purpose,  he 
had  not  scrupled  to  declare  it  as  visible  as  the  sun,  that 
the  nabob  was  a  mere  pageant  without  even  the  shadow 
of  authority.*^    But  on  tliis  occasion  he  became  more 
substantial.     Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  yielded  to 
bis  representation,  that  a  deputy  was  not  necessary,  and 
accordingly  Mahomed  Beza  Kh&n  was  removed  from  his 
office. 

However,  lest  any  one  should  so  far  mistrust  their  un- 
derstanding as  to  conceive  them  the  dupes  of  this  pre- 
text»  they,  who  had  disobeyed  the  company's  orders  un- 
der colour  that  wo  deputy  was  necessary^  immediately 
tppoint  another  deputy.     This  independent  prince,  who, 
ss  Mr.  Hastings  said,  <<  had  an  incontestible  right  to  his 
BUaation,  and  that  it  was  by  his  inheritance,"  suddenly 
'dinink  into  hia  old  state  of  insignificance,  and  was  even 
Wied  upon  in  so  low  a  Ijght,  as  to  receive  a  severe  re- 
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pftiuaud  from  Mr.  Hastings  for  interposing  iu  the  duties 
of  his  (the  deputy's)  office. 

The  company's  orders,  censuring  this  transaction  n 
the  strongest  terms,  and  ordering  Mahomed  Resa  Khftn 
to  be  immediately  restored  to  the  office  of  Naib  Subadar, 
were  received  in  Calcutta  in  November,  1779.  Mr.  Has- 
tings acted  on  this  with  the  firmness  whiih  be  bad  shown 
on  other  occasions  ;  but  in  his  principles  he  went  further. 
Thinking  himself  assured  of  some  extraordinary  sup- 
port, suitable  to  the  open  and  determined  defiance,  with 
which  he  was  resolved  to  oppose  the  lawful  authority  of 
his  superiors,  and  to  exercise  a  despotic  power,  he  ne 
longer  adhered  to  Mr.  Barwell's  distinction  of  the  or- 
ders, which  had  a  tendency  to  bring  his  government  int9 
disrepute.  This  distinction  afforded  sufficient  latitude 
to  disobedience.  But  here  he  disdained  all  sorts  of  co- 
lours and  distinctions.  He  directly  set  up  an  independ- 
ent right  to  administer  the  government  according  to  his 
pleasure ;  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  bottom  his  claim  to 
act  independently  of  the  court  of  directors  on  the  very 
statute  which  commanded  his  obedience  to  them. 

He  declared  roundly,  <^  that  he  should  not  yield  to 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors  in  any  instance, 
in  which  it  should  require  his  concession  of  the  rights 
which  he  held  under  ain  act  of  parliament.''  It  is  too 
clear  to  stand  in  need  of  proof,  that  he  neither  did  or 
could  hold  any  authority  that  was  not  subject,  in  every 
particle  of  it,  and  in  every  instance,  in  which  it  could  be 
exercised,  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors. 

He  therefore  refused  to  back  the  company's  orders 
with  any  requisition  from  Iiimself  to  the  nabob,  but  mere- 
ly sufiered  them  to  be  transmitted  to  him,  leaving  it  to 
him  to  do  just  as  he  thought  proper.  The  nabob,  who 
called  Mr.  Hastings  "  his  patron,  and  declared  he  would 
never  do  any  thing  without  his  consent  and  approbation," 
perfectly  understood  this  kind  of  signification.  For  the 
second  time,  the  nabob,  recovered  from  his  trance  of 
pageantry  and  insignificance,  and  collected  courage 
enough  to  write  to  the  council  in  these  terms,  "  I  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  nizamut  (the  government,) 
which  are  the  affairs  of  my  own  family^  by  my  own  au- 
.ihority^  and  shall  do  so  ;  and  I  never  can  on  any  account 
e^ree  to  the  appointment  of  the  nabob  Mahomed  Reza 
Kh&n  to  the  Naib  Subaship."  Here  was  a  second  inde- 
pendent power  in  Bengal.    This  answer  from  that  power 
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proved  as  satisfactory  as  it  was  resolute.  No  further  no- 
tice was  taken  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors, 
and  Mahomed  Reza  Khin  found  their  protection  much 
more  of  a  shadow,  than  the  pageant  of  power,  of  which 
be  aspired  to  be  the  representative. 

This  act  of  disobedience  differs  from  the  others  in  one 
particular,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  rather 
aggravates  than  extenuates  the  offence.  In  the  others^ 
Messrs.  Hastings  and  Barwell  took  the  responsibility  on 
themselves  ;  here  they  held  up  the  pretext  of  the  coun- 
try government.  However,  they  obtained  thereby  one 
•f  the  objects,  which  they  appear  to  have  systematically 
pursued.  As  they  had,  in  the  other  instances,  shown  to 
the  British  servants  in  the  company,  that  the  directors 
were  not  able  to  protect  them,  here  the  same  lesson  was 
taught  to  the  natives.  Whilst  the  matter  lay  between 
the  native  power  and  the  servants,  the  former  was  consi- 
dered by  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  most  contemptible  light. 
When  the  question  was  between  the  servants  and  the 
court  of  directors,  the  native  power  was  asserted  to  be  a 
•elf-derived,  hereditary,  uncontrollable  authority,  and  en- 
eouraged  to  act  as  such. 

In  this  manner  the  authority  of  the  British  legislature 
was  at  that  time  treated  with  every  mark  of  reprobation 
and  contempt.  But  soon  after,  a  most  unexpected  change 
took  place,  by  which  the  persons,  in  whose  favour  the 
court  of  directors  had  in  vain  interposed,  obtained  speci- 
fic objects,  which  had  been  refused  to  them  :  things  were, 
however,  so  well  contrived,  that  legal  authority  was  near- 
ly as  much  affronted  by  the  apparent  compliance  with 
their  orders,  as  by  the  real  resistance  they  had  before 
met  with.  After  long  and  violent  controversies,  an  agree- 
ment took  place  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Francis. 
It  appears,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  embarrassed  with  the  com- 
plicated wars  and  ruinous  expenses,  into  which  his  mea- 
nrres  bad  brought  him,  began  to  think  of  procuring  peace 
mt  home.  The  agreement  originated  in  a  conversation, 
beld  on  Christmas-day,  1779,  between  Major  Scott,  then 
aid-dc^-camp  and  now  agent  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  Mr.  Du- 
carrel,  a  gentleman  high  in  the  company's  service  at 
Calcutta.  Mr.  Bcott,  in  consequence  of  this  conversa- 
tion, was  authorized  to  make  overtures  to  Mr.  Francis 
throog^  Mr.  t>ucarrel ;  to  declare  Mr.  Hastings  tired  of 
CQttroversy,  expressing  his  wish  to  have  the  Mahratta 
entirely  left  to  him  : — that  there  were  certain  points 
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he  could  not  give  up :  that  he  coold  not  Tfor  reasons  be 
then  assigned)  submit  to  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Fowke, 
Mab«med  Beza  KLin,  and  Mr.  Br^toir ;  that  he  had  not 
the  smallest  personal  objection  to  ihem,  and  would  williii^- 
Ijr  provide  for  t!iem  in  anjr  other  line. 

5fr.  Francis,  in  this  treatj,  insisted  on  those  Tery 
pmnts,  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  could  never  give 
up;  and  that  his  conditions  were  the  company's  orders  ; 
that  is,  the  restoration  of  the  persons,  whom  thej  had  dt- 
reeled  to  be  restored.  The  event  of  this  negotiation 
was,  that  Mr.  Hastings  at  length  submitted  to  Mr. 
Trancis,  and  tliat  Mr.  Fowke  and  Mahomed  Reia  Khin 
were  reinstated  in  their  situations. 

Tour  committee  observe  on  this  part  of  the  transaction 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  that,  as  long  as  the  question  stood  upon 
his  obedience  to  his  lawful  superiors,  so  long  he  consider- 
ed the  restoratbn  of  these  persons  as  a  gross  indignity, 
the  submitting  to  which  would  destroy  all  his  cretfit  and 
influence  in  the  country.  But  when  it  was  to  acconuno- 
date  his  own  occasions  in  a  treaty  with  a  fellow  servant, 
all  these  difEculties  instantly  vanish  ;  and  he  Cuds  it  per- 
fectly consistent  with  hb  dignity,  credit,  and  influence, 
to  do  for  Mr.  Francis  what  he  had  refused  to  the  strict 
and  reiterated  injunctions  of  the  court  of  directors. 
TTranquillity  was,  however,  for  a  time  restored  by  this 
measure,  though  it  did  not  continue  long.  In  about  three 
months  an  occasion  occurred,  in  which  Air.  Francis  gpive 
some  opposition  to  a  measure  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings ; 
which  brought  on  a  duel ;  upon  the  mischievous  effects 
of  wliich  your  committee  have  already  made  their  obsei^ 
Tations. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  Francis  soon  after  for  Europe, 
opened  a  new  scene,  and  gave  rise  to  a  third  revolution. 
Ijest  the  arrangement  with  the  servants  of  the  company 
should  have  the  least  appearance  of  being  mistaken  for 
obedience  to  their  superiors,  Mr.  Francis  was  little  more 
than  a  month  gone,  when  Mr.  Fowke  was  again  recalled 
from  Benares,  and  Mr.  Bristow  soon  after  from  Oude. 
In  these  measures  Mr.  Hastings  has  combined  the  prin- 
ciples of  disobedience,  which  he  had  used  in  all  the  cases 
hitherto  stated.  In  his  minute  of  consultation  on  this  recall, 
he  refers  to  his  former  minutes  ;  and  he  adds,  that  he  has 
*'  a  recent  motive  in  the  necessity  of  removing  any  cir- 
cumstance, which  may  contribute  to  lessen  liis  infiumu 
in  the  effect  of  any  negotiations,  in  which  he  may  be  eD- 
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gkgei  in  the  prosecution  of  his  intended  visit  to  Luck- 
IMW."  He  here  reverts  to  his  old  plea  of  preserving  his 
influenGe  ;  not  content  with  this,  as  in  the  case  of  Ma- 
bomed  Reza  Khan  he  had  called  in  the  aid  of  the  nabob 
of  Bengal,  he  here  calls  in  the  aid  of  the  nabob  of  Oude» 
w1m>,  on  reasons  exactly  tallying  with  those  given  by  Mr. 
Hastily,  desires  that  Mr.  Bristow  may  be  removed. 
The  true  weight  of  these  requisitions  will  appear,  if  not 
sufficiently  apparent  from  the  known  situation  of  the 
parties,  by  tne  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  this 
nabob  of  Oude  to  his  agent  at  Calcutta,  desiring  him  ta 
acquaint  Mr.  Hastings,  that  ^<  if  it  is  proper  I  will  write 
to  the  king  [of  Great  Britain]  and  the  vizier  [one  of  his 
majesty's  ministers]  and  the  chief  of  the  company,  in 
such  a  numner  as  he  shall  diredy  and  in  the  wordsy  that 
ht  shall  order y  that  Mr.  Bristow's  views  may  be  thwart* 
ad  there."  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  entire  co-operation 
of  the  nabob  Asophul  Doulah  in  all  the  designs  of  Mr. 
HastingA,  and  in  thwarting  the  views  of  any  persons,  wha 
place  their  reliance  on  the  authority  of  this  kingdom. 

As  usual,  the  court  of  directors  appear  in  their  pro- 
per order  in  the  procession.  After  this  third  act  of  dis<- 
obedience  with  regard  to  the  same  person  and  the  same 
office,  and  after  calling  the  proceedings  unwarrantable,. 
^  in  order  to  vindicate  and  uphold  their  own  autlioritf/, 
and  thinking  it  a  dviy  incumbent  on  them  to  maintain. 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directorsy^  they  again  order 
Sir.  Bristow  to  be  reinstated,  and  Mr.  Middleton  to  be 
jecalled :  in  this  circle  the  whole  moves  with  great  regu- 
larity. 

The  extraordinary  operations  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that 
soon  after  followed  in  every  department,  which  was  tho; 
subject  of  all  these  acts  of  disobedience,  have  made  theor 
appear  in  a  light  peculiarly  unpropitious  to  his  cause. 
It  is  but  too  probable  from  his  own  accounts,  that  he  me- 
ditated some  strong  measure,  both  at  Benares  and  at 
Oode,  at  the  very  time  of  the  removal  of  those  officers. 
He  declares  he  knew  that  his  conduct  in  those  places  was 
such,  as  to  lie  very  open  to  malicious  representations. 
He  must  have  been  sensible  that  he  was  open  to  such  re* 
presentations  from  the  beginning ;  he  was  therefore  im- 
pelled by  every  motive,  which  ought  to  influence  a  man 
of  sense,  by  no  means  to  disturb  the  ordec  which  he  had 
Ittt  established. 
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Of  this,  however,  he  took  no  care ;  but  he  was  not  ao 
inattentive  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  sufferers  either  in 
point  of  honour  or  of  interest.     This  was  most  strongly 
marked  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Fowke.     His  reparation  to 
that  gentleman,  in  i)oiut  of  honour,  is  as  full  as  possible. 
Mr.  Hastings  ^<  declared  that  he  approved  his  cliaracter 
and  his  conduct  in  office,  and  believed  that  he  might  de- 
pend upon  his  exact  and  literal  obedience  and  fidelity  in 
the  execution  of  the  functions  annexed  to  it.''     Such  is 
the  character  of  the  man,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  a  second 
time  removed  from  the  office,  to  which  he  told  the  court 
of  dkectors,  in  his  letter  of  the  dd  of  March,  1780»  he 
had  appointed  him  in  conformity  to  their  orders.     On 
the  14th  of  January  1781,  he  again  finds  it  an  indispen- 
sable obligation  in  him  to  exercise  powers  ''  inherent  in 
the  constitution  of  his  government."     On  this  principle 
he  claimed  *^  the  right  of  nominating  tlie  agent  of  his  own 
choice  to  the  residence  of  Benares ;  that  it  is  a  represent- 
ative situation :  that  speaking  for  myself  alone  it  may  be 
sufficient  to  say,  that  Mr.  Francis  Fowke  is  not  my  agent ; 
that  I  cannot  give  him  my  confidence  ;  that  while  he  con- 
tinues at  Benares,  he  stands  as  a  screen  between  the 
rajah  and  this  government,  instead  of  an  instrument  of 
control ;  that  tlie  rajali  himself,  and  every  chief  in  Hin- 
dostan,  will  regard  it  as  the  pledge  and  foundation  of  his 
independence."     Here  Mr.  Hastings  has  got  back  to  his 
old  principles,  where  he  takes  post  as  on  strong  ground. 
This  he  declares  ^<  to  be  his  objection  to  Mr.  Fowke,  and 
that  it  is  insuperable."     The  very  line  before  this  jpara- 
graph  he  writes  of  this  person,  to  whom  he  conld  not  give 
his  confixle^xcey  that  ^'  he  believed  he  might  depend  upon 
hisfidelityy  and  his  exact  and  literal  obedience."     Mr. 
Scott,  who  is  authorized  to  defend  Mr.  Hastings,  sup- 
ported the  same  principles  before  your  committee  by  a 
comparison,  that  avowedly  reduces  the  court  of  direc- 
tors to  the  state  of  a  party  against  their  servants.     He 
declared,  that  in  his  opinion  <'  it  would  be  just  as  absurd 
to  deprive  him  of  the  power  of  nominating  his  ambasqn- 
dor  at  Benares,  as  it  would  be  to  force  on  the  ininistrjf 
of  this   country  an  ambassador  from   the   opposition^* 
Such  is  the  opinion  entertained  in  Bengal,  and  that  but 
too  effectually  realized,  of  the  relation  between  the  prin- 
cipal servants  of  the  company  and  the  court  of  dlrecr 
tors. 
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60  (kr  the  reparatioD,  in  point  of  honour,  to  Mr.  Fowke 
was  complete.  The  reparation,  in  point  of  interest,  your 
committee  do  not  find  to  have  been  equally  satisfactory ; 
but  they  do  find  it  to  be  of  the  most  extraordinary  na- 
ture, and  of  the  most  mischievous  example.  Mr.  Fowke 
had  beeo  deprived  of  a  place  of  rank  and  honour ;  the 
place  of  a  public  vackeel  or  representative.  The  re- 
compence  provided  for  him  is  a  succession  to  a  contract* 
Mr.  Haatings  moved,  that  on  the  expiration  of  Colonel 
Morgan's  contract,  he  should  be  appointed  agent  to  all 
the  boats  employed  for  the  military  service  of  that  esH 
tablishmenty  with  a  commission  oi  fifteen  per  ceni.  on  all 
disbursements  in  that  office ;  permitting  Mr.  Fowke,  at 
the  same  time,  to  draw  his  allowance  of  an  hundred  pounds 
a  month,  aa  resident,  until  the  expiration  of  the  contract^ 
and  for  three  months  after. 

Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  struck,  as  every  one  must  be^ 
with  10  extraordinary  a  proceeding;  the  principle  of 
which  he  observes  <<  is  liable  to  one  material  objection.'' 
T'hat  one  is  material  indeed ;  for  no  limit  being  laid  down 
for  the  expense  in  which  the  per-centage  is  to  arise,  it  ift 
the  direct  interest  of  the  {lerson  employed  to  make  his 
department  as  expensive  as  possible.  To  this  Mr.  Has- 
Hb^  answers,  that  ^^  he  is  convinced  by  exi)erience  it 
will  be  better  performed ;"  and  yet,  he  immediately  after 
ftabjoins,  ^  this  defect  can  only  be  corrected  by  the  pro* 
bity  of  the  person  intrusted  with  so  important  a  charge; 
and  I  am  willing  to  have  it  understood,  as  a  proof  of  this 
confidence  I  repose  in  Mr.  Fowke^  that  I  have  proposed 
his  appointment,  in  opposition  to  a  general  principief  to  a 
trust  so  constituted. 

In  the  bepnnmg  of  this  very  minute  of  consultation^ 
Mr.  Hastings  removes  Mr.  Fowke  from  the  residency  ox 
Benares,  because  ^^  he  cannot  give  him  his  confidence  ;'* 
and  yet,  before  the  pen  is  out  of  his  hand,  he  violates  one 
of  the  soundest  general  principles  in  the  whole  system  of^ 
dealing  in  order  to  give  a  proof  of  the  confidence  he  re- 
poses in  that  gentleman.  This  apparent  gross  contradict 
tioa  b  to  be  reconciled  but  by  one  way ;  which  is,  that 
confidence  with  Mr.  Hastings  comes  and  goes  with  his 
opposition  to  legaA  authority.  Where  that  authority  re- 
commends any  person,  his  confidence  in  him  vanishes ; 
bat,  to  show  that  it  is  the  authority,  and  not  the  person, 
Ae  opposes,  when  that  is  out  of  sight,  there  is  no  role  se 
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nacrecl,  which  is  not  to  be  violated  to  manifest  his  real  es- 
teem and  [)erfect  trust  in  tiie  perhon,  wtiom  he  has  re- 
jected.  Hoirever,  by  overturning  general  principles  to 
compliment  Mr.  Fowke's  integrity,  he  dues  all  in  liis 
power  to  corrupt  it ;  at  the  same  time  he  establishes  an 
example^  that  must  either  subject  all  future  dealings  to 
the  same  pernicious  clause,  or  which,  l)eingomittedy  must 
become  a  strong  implied  charge  on  the  integrity  of  those 
who  shall  hereafter  be  excluded  from  a  trust  so  coiisti" 
luted. 

It  is  not  foreign  to  the  object  of  your  committee  in  this 
part  of  their  observations,  which  relates  to  the  obedience 
to  orders,  to  remark  upon  the  manner  in  wliich  the  or- 
ders of  the  court  of  directors,  with  res;ard  to  this  kind 
of  dealing  in  contracts,  are  observed.  These  orders  re- 
late to  contracts ;  and  they  contain  two  standing  regula- 
tions. 

1st.  That  all  contracts  shall  be  publicly  advertised, 
and  Uiat  the  most  reasonable  proposals  shall  be  accept- 
ed. 

2d\y*  That  two  contracts,  those  of  provisions  and  for 
carriage  bullocks,  shall  be  only  annual. 
-  These  orders  are  undoubtedly  some  correctives  to  the 
abuses,  which  may  arise  in  this  very  critical  article  of 
public  dealing.  But  the  house  will  remark,  that  if  the 
business  usually  carried  on  by  contracts  can  be  converted 
at  pleasure  into  agencies,  like  that  of  Mr.  Fowke,  all  these 
regulations  |)eri8h  of  course :  and  there  is  no  direction 
whatsoever  for  restraining  the  most  prodigal  and  corrupt 
bargains  for  the  public. 

Your  committee  have  inquired  into  tlie  observance  of 
these  necessary  regulations;  and  they  find,  that  they 
have,  like  the  rest,  been  entirely  contemned,  and  con- 
temned with  entire  impunity.  After  the  period  of  Colo- 
nel Monson's  death,  and  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell 
obtaining  the  lead  in  the  council,  the  contracts  were  dis- 
posed of  without  at  all  advertising  for  proposals.  Those 
in  1 7 7  7  were  given  for  three  y eais ;  and  the  gentlemen  in 
question  growing,  by  habit  and  encouragement,  intc^more 
boldness,  in  1779  the  contracts  were  disposed  of  br  five 
years  ;  and  this  they  did  at  the  eve  of  the  expiration  of 
their  owrt  appointment  io  the  government.  .  Tiiia  increase 
in  the  length  of :  the  contracts,  tiiougb  contrary  to  orders, 
might  have  admitted  some  excuse,  if  it  had  Jbeen  mad^t 
even  iu  appearance,  the  means  of  lessening  the  expense* 
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But  the  advantages  allowed  to  the  contractors,  instead  of 
being  diminished,  were  enlarged,  and  in  a  manner  far  be- 
yond the  proportion  of  the  enlargement  of  terms*  Of 
(his  abuse  and  contempt  of  orders  a  judgment  may  be 
formed  by  the  single  contract  for  supplying  the  army 
with  draught  and  carriage  bullocks.  As  it  stood  at  the 
expiration  of  the  contract  in  1779,  the  expense  of  that 
service  was  about  one  thousand  three  hundred  pounds  « 
Bionth.  By  the  new  contract  given  away  in  September 
of  that  year,  the  service  was  raised  to  the  enormous  sum 
of  near  six  tliousand  pounds  a  month.  Tiie  monthly  in- 
crease, therefore,  being  four  thousand  seven  hundred 
pounds,  it  constitutes  a  total  increase  of  charges  for  the 
company,  in  the  five  years  of  tiie  contract,  of  no  less  a 
sum  than  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  tijousand  pounds. 
JioWy  as  (he  former  contract  was,  without  doubt,  suffi- 
ciently advantageous,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  tlie 
extravagance  of  the  present.  The  terms,  indeed,  pass 
the  bounds  of  all  allowance  for  negligence  and  ignorance 
of  office* 

The  case  of  Mr.  Bellis'  contract  for  supplying  provi- 
sions (o  the  fort  is  of  the  same  description ;  and,  what 
exceedingly  increases  the  suspicion  against  tiiis  prufusioo 
io  contracU,  made  in  direct  violation  of  orders,  is,  that 
they  are  always  found  to  be  given  in  favour  of  persons 
closely  connected  with  Mr.  Hastings  in  his  family,  or 
even  io  his  actual  service. 

The  principles  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
Barwell  justify  this  disobedience,  if  admitted,  reduce  the 
company's  government,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  supreme 
council,  to  a  mere  patronage  ;  to  a  mere  power  of  nomi- 
nating persons  to,  or  removing  them  from,  an  aulhority, 
which  is  not  only  des|)otic  with  regard  to  those  who  arc 
subordinate  to  it,  but,  in  all  itsacts,  entirely  indepeiuient 
of  the  legal  power,  which  is  nominally  su[)eriQi-.  These 
are  principles  directly  leading  to  the  destruction  of  the 
company's  government.  A  correspondent  practice  being 
established,  (as  in  ttjis  case  of  contracts  as  well  as  others 
it  has  been,)  the  means  are  furnished  of  efl*ectuating  this 
purpose  :  for  the  common  suj^erior,  the  company,  having 
no  power  to  regulate  or  to  8up{)ort  their  own  appointments, 
nor  to  remove  tliose  whom  they  fiisii  to  remove,  nor  to 
prevent  the  contracts  fiom  being  made  use  of  against 
their  interest,  all  the  English  in  Bengal  muiit  naturally 
look  to  the  next  in  authority  ;  they  must  depend  uj>ou> 
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shall  not  have  the  management  of  his  own  concerns  in 
consideration  of  his  wa)il  of  experience. 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  bis  arrival  at  Moorshedabad,  gives 
Mr.  Whcler  an  account  of  his  interview  with  the  nabob, 
and  of  the  nabob's  implicit  submission  (o  his  advice. 
The  principal,  if  not  the  sole,  object  of  the  whole  oi^era- 
tion  appears  from  the  result  of  it.  Sir  John  D'OjIy,  a 
gentleman  in  whom  Mr.  Hastings  places  particular  confi* 
dence,  succeeds  to  tiie  office  of  Mahommed  Reza  Ki^in, 
and  to  the  same  control  over  the  nabob's  expenses,  in- 
to the  hands  of  this  gentleman  the  nabob's  stipend  was 
to  be  immedialeli/  paidy  as  every  intermediate  chiinnel 
would  be  an  unavoidable  cause  of  delay  ;  and  to  his  ad- 
vice the  nabob  was  required  to  give  the  same  attention, 
as  if  it  were  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  hiiSself.  One  of  the 
conditions  prescribed  to  the  nabob  was,  that  he  should 
admit  no  Englishman  to  his  presence,  without  previously 
consulting  Sir  John  D'Oyly;  and  he  must  forbid  any 
person  of  that  nation  to  be  intruded  without  his  introduce 
iion.  On  these  arrangements  it  need  only  be  observed, 
that  a  measure,  which  sets  out  with  professing  to  relieve 
the  nabob  from  a  state  of  perpetual  pupilage^  concludes 
with  delivering  not  only  his  fortune  but  his  person  to 
the  custody  of  a  particular  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  nabob  contain  other  pas- 
sages, that  merit  attention.  In  one  place  Mr.  Hasiingsi 
tells  him,  '^  You  have  oSered  to  give  up  the  sura  of  four 
lacks  of  rupees  to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  remain^ 
der ;  but  this  we  have  refused."  In  another  he  says, 
that,  ^^  as  many  matters  will  occury  which  cannot  be  so 
easily  explained  by  letter  as  by  conversation^  I  desire 
that  you  will,  on  such  occasions,  give  your  orders  to  Sir 
John  D'Oyly,  respecting  such  points  as  you  may  desire 
to  have  im[)arted  to  ?ne."  The  offer  alluded  to  in  the 
first  passage  does  not  appear  in  the  nabob's  letters; 
therefore,  must  have  been  in  conversation,  and  declined 
by  Mr.  Hastings  without  consulting  his  colleague.  A 
refusal  of  it  might  have  been  proper;  but  it  supposes  a 
degree  of  incapacity  in  the  nabob,  not  to  be  reconciled 
to  the  principles^  on  which  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  waa 
removed  from  the  management  of  his  affairs. 

Of  the  matters  alluded  to  in  the  second,  and  which,  it 
is  said  could  not  be  so  easily  explained  by  letters  as  in 
tonversation^  no  explanalba  is  given.    Your  committee 
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will  therefore  leave  them,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  done,  to 
the  opinion  of  the  house. 

As  soon  as  the  nabob's  requisition  was  communicated 
to  the  board,  it  was  moved  and  resolved,  that  Maliomed 
Beza  Ki.An  should  be  devested  of  his  office ;  and  the 
house  have  seen  io  what  manner  it  was  disposed  of.  The 
nabob  had  stated  various  complaints  against  him  : — that 
he  had  dismissed  the  old  established  servants  of  the  Ni- 
xamut,  and  filled  their  places  with  his  own  dependents  ^ 
— that  he  had  regularly  received  the  stipend  of  the  Ni* 
xamut  from  the  comjiany,  yet  had  kept  the  nabob  in« 
volved  in  debt  and  distress,  and  exposed  to  the  clamours 
of  his  creditors ;  and  sometimes  even  in  want  of  a  dinner* 
All  these  complaints  were  recorded  at  large  in  the  pro* 
ceediugs  of  the  council ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  thejr 
were  ever  communicated  to  Maliomed  Reza  Khan,  or 
that  he  was  ever  called  upon,  in  any  shape,  to  answer 
tliem.  This  circumstance  inclines  your  committee  to 
believe,  tint  all  of  these  charges  were  groundless ;  espe- 
cially as  it  appears  on  the  face  of  tiie  proceedings,  that 
the  chief  of  them  were  not  well  founded.  Mr.  Hast^ 
iogs,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler,  urges  the  necessity  of 
the  monthly  payment  of  the  nabob's  stipend  being  regu- 
larly made;  and  says,  that,  to  relieve  the  nabob's  pre- 
sent wants,  he  had  directed  the  resident  to  raise  an  im- 
mediate supply  on  the  credit  of  the  company,  to  be  re- 
paid from  the  first  receipts.  From  hence  your  commit- 
tee conclude  that  the  monthly  payments  had  tioi  been 
regularly  made;  and  that  whaiever  distresses  the  nabob 
might  have  suflfered  must  have  been  owing  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  not  to  Mahomed  Reza  Klian  ;  who, 
for  aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  paid  away  the 
■tipend  as  Gut  as  lie  received  it.  Had  it  been  otherwise, 
that  is,  if  Mahomed  Reza  Klin  had  reserved  a  balance  of 
the  nabob's  money  iu  his  hands',  he  should,  and  undoubt- 
edly he  would,  have  been  called  upon  to  pay  it  in ;  and 
then  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  raising  as 
immediate  supply  by  other  means* 

The  transaction,  on  the  whole,  jspeaks  very  sufficiently 
(or  itself.  It  ib  a  gross  instance  of  repeated  disobedience  - 
to  repeated  orders  ;  and  it  is  rendered  particularly  ofTen* 
life  to  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors  by  the 
frivok>ua  and  contradictory  reasons  assigned  for  it.  But,^ 
whether  the  nabob's  requisition  was  reasonable  or  not, 
the  governor  general  and  council  were  precluded  by  a 
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special  ioatructbii  from  complying  with  it.  The  direct- 
ors, in  their  letter  of  the  14th  of  February,  1779,  de- 
clare, that  a  resolution  of  council  (taken  by  Mr.  Francis 
and  Mr.  Wheler,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Barwell)  viz. 
'<  that  the  nabob's  letter  should  be  referred  to  thein  for 
their  decision ;  and  that  no  resolution  should  be  taken  in 
Bengal,  on  his  requisitions,  without  their  special  orders 
and  instructions,"  was  very  proper.  They  prudently  re- 
served to  themselves  the  right  of  deciding  on  such  ques- 
tions ;  but  they  reserved  it  to  no  purpose.  In  England 
the  authority  is  purely  formal.  In  Bengal  the  power  is 
positive  and  real.  When  they  clash,  their  opposition 
serves  only  to  degrade  the  authority  that  ought  to  pre- 
dominate, and  to  exalt  the  power  that  ought  to  be  de« 
pendent. 

Since  the  closing  of  the  above  report,  many  material 
papers  have  arrived  from  India,  and  have  been  laid  before 
your  commit te:  that  which  they  think  it  most  immediately 
necessary  to  annex  to  the  appendix  to  this  report,  is  the 
resolution  of  the  council-sreneral  to  allow  to  the  members 
of  the  board  of  trade,  resident  iu  Calcutta,  a  charge  of 
five  per  cent,  on  the  sale  in  England  of  the  investment 
formed  upon  their  second  plan,  namely,  that  plan  which 
had  been  communicated  to  Lord  Macartney.  The  in* 
Vestment  on  this  plan  is  stated  to  be  raised  from  800,000t. 
to  1,000,000/.  sterling. 

It  is  on  all  accounts  a  very  memorable  transaction,  and 
tends  to  bring  on  a  heavy  burden  operating  in  the  nature 
of  a  tax,  laid  by  their  own  authorijy  on  the  goods  of  their 
masters  in  England.  If  such  a  compensation  to  the 
board  of  trade  was  necessary,  on  account  of  their  engage- 
ment to  take  no  further  (that  is  to  say,  no  unlawful;  emo^ 
lument,  it  implies,  that  the  practice  of  making  such  un- 
lawful emolument  had  formerly  existed ;  and  your  com- 
mittee think  it  very  extraordinary,  that  the  first  notice 
the  company  had  received  of  such  a  practice  should  be, 
in  taxing  them  for  a  compensation  for  a  partial  abolition 
of  it,  secured  on  the  parole  of  honour  of  those  very  per- 
sons who  are  supposed  to  have  been  guilty  of  this  unjus-^ 
tifiable  conduct.  Your  commiltee  consider  this  engage- 
ment, if  kept,  as  only  a  partial  abolition  of  the  implied 
corrupt  practice,  because  no  part  of  the  compensation  » 
given  to  the  members  of  the  board  of  trade,  wiio  reside 
at  the  several  factories,  though  their  means  of  abuse  artf 
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Without  all  comparison  greater ;  and  if  the  corruption 
Waa  supposed  so  extensive  as  to  be  bought  off  at  that 
price  wnere  the  means  were  fewer,  the  house  will  judge 
how  (kr  the  tax  has  purchased  off  the  evih 
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ELEVENTH  REPORT 

From  the  select  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consi 
deration  the  state  of  the  administration  of  justice  io 
the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  and  to  re- 
port the  same  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  house, 
with  their  observations  thereupon  ;  and  who  were  in- 
structed to  consider  how  the  British  possessions  in  the 
East  Indies  may  be  held  and  governed  with  the  great- 
est security  and  advantage  to  this  country,  and  by 
what  means  the  happiness  of  the  native  inhabitanti^ 
may  be  best  promoted.     (1783.) 


iTouR  committee,  in  the  course  of  their  inquiry  into' 
the  obedience  yielded  by  the  company's  servants  to  th^ 
orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  (the  authority  of  which 
orders  had  been  strengthened  by  the  regulating  act  oC 
1773,)  could  not  overlook  one  of  the  most  essential  ob-* 
jects  of  that  act,  and  of  those  orders,  namely,  the  taking 
of  gifts  and  presents*  These  pretended  free  gifts  from 
the  na'iives  to  the  company's  servants  in  power,  had  never 
been  authorized  by  law  ;  they  are  contrary  to  the  cove- 
nants formerly  entered  into  by  the  president  and  council ; 
they  are  strictly  forbidden  by  the  act  of  parliament ; 
and  forbidden  upon  grounds  of  the  most  substantial 
policy. 

Before  the  regulating  act  of  1733,  the  allowances  made 
by  the  company  to  tiie  presidents  of  Bengal,  were  abun- 
dantly sufficient  to  guarantee  them  against  any  thing  like 
a  necessity  for  giving  into  that  pernicious  practice.  The 
act  of  parliament  wliich  appointed  a  governor  general  in 
the  place  of  a  president,  as  it  was  extremely  particular 
in  enforcing  the  prohibition  of  those  presents,  so  it  was 
equally  careful  in  making  an  ample  provision  for  support- 
ing the  dignity  of  the  office,  in  order  to  remove  all  excuse 
for  a  corrupt  increase  of  its  emoluments. 

Although  evidence  on  record,  as  well  as  verbal  testi- 
inony,  has  appeared  before  your  committee,  of  presents 
to  a  large  amount  having  been  received  by  IVIr.  Hastrngv 
«ud  others,  betbre  the  year  1776,  they  were  not  able  t«r 
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£nd  distinct  traces  of  ihat  practice  in  biin,  or  any  one 
else,  for  a  few  years. 

The  inquiry  set  on  foot  in  Bengal,  by  order  of  the  court 
of  directors,  in  1775,  with  re^rd  to  all  corrupt  practices, 
and  the  vigour  with  which  they  were  for  some  time  pur* 
sued,  might  have  given  a  temporary  check  to  the  receipt 
of  presents,  or  might  have  produced  a  more  effectual 
concealment  of  them  ;  and  afterwards  the  calamities 
which  befell  almost  all  who  were  concerned  in  the  first 
discoveries,  did  probably  prevent  any  further  complaint 
Ui>on  the  subject  :  but,  towards  i\ie  close  of  the  last  ses* 
sion,  your  committee  have  received  much  of  new  and 
alarming  informatioti  concerning  that  abuse. 

TJie  first  traces  appeared,  though  faintly  and  obscure-  ^.pp^J; 
ly,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors  frojn  the  governor   no'i. 
general,  JvJr.  Hastings,  written  on  the  29th  of  November,  «uppi«- 
17^0.     It  has  been  stated  in  a  former  report  of  your  fJe"*  o2 
committee,  that  on  the  26th  of  June,  ITJiO,  Mr.  Hastings  ^""^^ 
being  very  earnest  in  the  prosecution  of  a  particular  ope- 
ration in  the  Mahratta  war,  in  order  to  remove  objections 
to  that  measure,  which  were  made  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pense of  the  contingencies,  offered  to  exonerate  the  com- 
pany  from   that  **  charge."     Continuing  his  minute  of 
council,  he  says  :^'  That  sum  (a  sum  of  about  23,O00l.) 
I  have  already  deposited,  within  a  smaH  amount,  in  the 
hands  of  the  sub-treasurers,  and  I  beg  that  the  board 
will  permit  it  to  be  accepted  for  that  service."     Here 
he  oSers  in  his  own  person  ;  he  deposits,  or  pretends 
that  lie  deposits,  in  his  own  person  ;  and,  with  the  zeal 
of  a  man  eager  to  pledge  his  private  fortune  in  support 
of  his  measures,  he  prays  that  his  offer  may  be  accepted* 
Not  the  least  hint  that  lie  was  delivering  back  to  the  com- 
pany money  of  their  own,  which  he  had  secreted  from 
them.     Indeed,  no  man  ever  made  it  a  request,  much 
less  earnestly  intre^ted,  "  begged  to  be  permitted,"  to 
pay  to  any  persons,  public  or  private,  money  that  was 
their  own. 

It  appeared  to  your  committee,  that  the  money  oflfered 
for  that  service,  which  was  to  forward  the  operations  of 
a  detachment  under  Colonel  Camac,  in  an  expedition 
iigainst  one  of  tiie  Mahratta  ciiiefs,  was  not  accepted. 
And  your  committee  having  directed  search  to  be  mad« 
for  any  sums  of  money  paid  into  ihe  treasury  by  Mi\ 
Hastings  for  this  service,  found,  that  notwithstanding  hii^* 
assertion  of  having  deposited  "  two  lacks  of  rupees^  ^i 
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withio  a  trifle  of  that  sum,  in  the  hands  of  the  sub-traa^ 
surer,"  no  entry  whatsoever  of  that  or  any  other  pay- 
Appen-  ment  by  the  governor  general,  was  made  in  the  treasury 
Ko.^'  accounts,  at  or  about  thai  time.     This  circumstance  ap- 
peared very  striking  to  your  committee,  as  the  non-ap- 
pearance in  the  company's  books  of  the  article  io  ques- 
tion must  be  owing  to  one  or  other  of  these  four  causes  ; 
that  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Hastings,  of  his  having  paid  in 
near  two  lacks  of  rupees  at  that  time,  was  not  true ;  or, 
that  the  sub-treasurer  may  receive  great  sums  in  deposit 
without   entering  them  in  the  company's  treasury  ac- 
counts ;  or  that  the  treasury  books  themselves  are  records 
not  to  be  depended  on  ;  or,  lastly,  that  faithful  copies  of 
these  books  of  accounts  are  not  transmitted  to  Ciirope. 
The  defect  of  an  entry,  corresponding  with  Mr.  Hast- 
ing's  declaration  in  council,  can  be  attributed  only  to 
one  of  these  four  causes  ;  of  which  the  want  of  founda- 
tion in  his  recorded  assertions,  though  very  blaiaable,  ia 
the  least  alarming* 
Vide         On  the  29th  of  November  following,  Mr.  Hastings 
STb.  coninaunicated  to  the  court  of  directors  some  sort  of  do- 
¥ai.    tice  of  this  transaction.     In  his  letter  of  that  date  he 
▼aries,  in  no  small  degree,  the  aspect,  under  which  the 
business  appeared  in  his  minute  of  cAisultation  of  the 
26th  of  June.     In  his  letter  he  says  to  the  directors, 
^*  the  subject  is  now  become  obsolete ;  the  fair  hopes, 
which  I  had  built  upon  the  prosecution  of  the  Mahratta 
war  have  been  blasted  by  the  dreadful  calamities  which 
have  befallen  your  presidency  of  fort  St.  George;  and 
changed  the  object  of  our  pursuit,  from  the  ckggrandise-^ 
meni  of  your  power  to  its  preservation."     After  thu^ 
confessing,  or  rather  boasting  of  his  motives  to  the  Mah* 
ratta  war,  he  proceeds :  "  My  present  reason  for  revert- 
ing to  my  own  conduct  on  the  occasion    which  t  have 
mentioned"   (namely,  his  offering  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  company's  service)  *'  is  to  obviate  the  false  conclu!- 
sionsy  or  purposed  misrepresentations^  which  may  be 
made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentationj  or  the  ef- 
fect of  corrupt  tn/Zueiice,  by  assuring  you  that  the  me- 
^®y>  ^y  whatever  means  H  came  into  my  possession^  w(ts 
not  my  own;  that  I  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would 
or  could  have  received  it  but  for  the  occasion,  which 
prompted  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  accidental  means^ 
which  were  at  that  instant  afforded  me,  of  accepting  and 
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fionvertiDg  it  to  the  property  and  use  of  the  company : 
and  with  this  brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject. 

The  apology  is  brief  indeed,  coosideriog  the  nature  of 
the  transaction;  and,  what  is  more  material  than  its 
length  or  its  shortness,  it  is  in  all  points  unsatisfac* 
tory.  The  matter  becomes,  if  possible,  more  obscare 
by  his  explanation.  Here  was  money  received  by  Mr. 
Hastings  which,  according  to  his  own  judgment,  he  had 
no  right  to  receive  :  it  was  money,  which  **  (but  for  the 
occasion  which  prompted  him)  he  could  not  have  ac- 
cepted :"  it  was  money  which  came  into  his,  and  from 
his  into  the  company's  hands,  by  ways  and  means  unde* 
scribed,  and  from  persons  unnamed  ;  yet,  though  ap* 
preheosive  of  false  conclusions,  and  purposed  misrepre* 
fentatbns,  he  gives  his  employers  no  insight  wi^atsoever 
into  a  matter,  which  of  all  others,  stood  in  the  greatest 
need  of  a  full  and  clear  elucidation. 

Although  he  chooses  to  omit  this  essential  point,  he 
expresses  the  most  anxious  solicitude  to  clear  himself 
of  the  charges  that  might  be  made  against  him,  of  the  ar- 
tifices of  ostentation,  and  of  corrupt  influence.  To  dis- 
cover, if  possible,  the  ground  for  apprehending  such  im- 
patationty  your  committee  adverted  to  the  circumstances 
m  which  he  stood  at  the  time :  they  found  that  this  let- 
ter was  despatched  about  the  time  that  Mr.  Francis  took 
his  pasa^^  for  England ;  his  fear  of  misrepresentation 
may  therefore  allude  to  something  which  passed  in  con- 
versation between  him  and  tliat  gentleman  at  the  time 
the  ofier  was  made. 

It  waa  not  easy,  on  the  mere  face  of  his  offer,  to  give 
an  ill  turn  to  it.     The  act,  as  it  stands  on  the  minute,  ia 
not  only  disinterested,  but  generous,  and  public  spirited. 
If  Mr.  Hastings  apprehended  misrepresentation  from  Mr. 
Francis,  or  from  any  other  person,  your  committee  con- 
ceive that  he  did  not  employ  proper  means  for  defeating 
the  ill  designs  of  his  adversaries.     On  the  contrary,  the 
coarse  he  has  taken,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors, 
18  calculated  to  excite  doubts  and  suspicions  in  minds  the 
most  favourably  disposed  to  him.     Some  degree  of  osten- 
tation is  not  extremely  blamable,  at  a  time  when  a  man 
advances  largely  from  his  private  fortune  towards  the 
piMic  service.      It  is  human  infirmity  at  the  worst,  and 
oily  detracts  something  from  the  lustre  of  an  action  in 
itielf  meritorious.      The  kind  of  ostentation  which  is 
^riipioal,  and  criminal  only  because  it  is  fraudulent,  is. 
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where  a  person  makes  a  show  of  giving,  when  in  resAitj 
he  does  pot  give.  This  imposition  is  criminal  more  or 
less  according  to  the  circumstances.  But  if  the  monejr, 
received  to  furnish  such  a  pretended  gift,  is  taken  from 
any  third  person,  without  right  to  take  it,  a  new  guilt, 
and  guilt  of  a  much  worse  quality  and  description,  is  in- 
curred. The  governor  general,  in  order  to  keep  clear  of 
ostentation,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1780,  declares, 
that  the  sum  of  money  which  he  oflfered  on  the  26th  of 
the  preceding  June,  as  his  own,  was  not  his  own,  and 
Ihat  he  had  no  right  to  it.  Clearing  himself  of  vanity, 
he  convicts  himself  of  deceit,  and  of  injustice. 

The  other  object  of  this  brief  apology  was  to  clear 
himself  of  cornipt  influence.  Of  all  ostentation  he  8tan<h 
completely  acquitted  in  the  month  of  November,  how- 
ever he  might  have  been  faulty  in  that  respect  in  the 
month  of  June:  but,  with  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the 
apprehended  charge,  namely,  corrupt  infiuencey  he  gives 
BO  satisfactory  solution — a  great  sura  of  money,  "not  his 
own" — money,  to  which  **  he  had  no  right" — money, 
which  came  into  his  possession,  "  by  whatever  means ;" 
if  this  t>e  not  money  obtained  by  corrupt  influence,  or 
by  something  worse,  that  is,  by  violence  or  terror,  it  will 
.  be  difficult  to  fix  upon  circumstances  which  can  furnish 
a  presumption  of  unjustifiable  use  of  power  and  influence 
in  tha  acqnbition  of  profit.  The  last  part  of  the  apo- 
logy— that  he  had  converted  this  money  ("which  he 
bad  no  right  to  receive")  to  the  company's  use  (so  far  as 
your  committee  can  discover)  does  no  nhcre  appear. 
He  speaks,  in  the  minute  of  the  26th  of  June,  as  having 
4hen  actually  deposited  it  for  the  company's  service.  In 
the  letter  of  November,  he  says,  that  he  converted  it  to 
the  company's  property  :  but  there  is  no  trace,  in  the 
company's  books,  of  its  being  ever  brought  to  their  cre- 
dit in  the  expenditure  for  any  specific  service,  even  if 
any  such  entiy  and  expenditure  could  justify  him  in  tak- 
ing money,  which  he  had,  by  his  own  confession,  "  no 
right  to  receive.'* 

The  directors  appear  to  have  been  deceived' by  this 
representation;  and  in  their  letter  of  January  1782, 
consider  the  money  as  actually  paid  into  their  treasury. 
*pp^.  Even  under  uieir  error  concerning  the  application  of  the 
*x.  B.  iiK)ney,  they  appear  rather  alarmed  than  satisfied  with 
the  brief  apology  of  tlie  governor  general.  They  con- 
{uder  the  whole  proceeding  as  extraordinary  tmd  ^nyjtfe- 
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rjotna.  They,  however,  do  not  condemn  it  with  any  re- 
markable asperity ;  after  admitting  that  he  might  be  in* 
duced  to  a  tem[>orary  secrecy,  respecting  the  members  tjf 
the  bqardy  from  a  fear  of  their  resisting  the  proposed  ap- 
plication, or  any  application  of  this  money  to  the  com- 
pany'ai  uie;  yet  they  write  to  the  governor  general  and 
council  as  follows: — *'It  does  not  appear  to  us,  that 
there  could  be  any  real  necessity  for  delaying  to  commu- 
nicate to  us  immediate  infonnation  of  the  channel  by 
which  the  money  came  into  Mr.  Hastings'  possession^ 
with  a  complete  illu;itration  of  the  cause  or  causes  of  so 
extraordinary  an  event."     And  again  :  '^  the  means  pro*' 

Sosed  of  defraying  the  extra  expenses  are  very  extraor- 
iaary ;  and  t.ie  money,  we  conceive,  must  have  come  into 
hishaadiby  an  unuamil  channel;  and  when  more  com* 
plete  information  comes  before  us,  we  shall  give  our  sen- 
timents fully  on  the  transaction."  And,  speaking  of 
this  and  other  monies  under  a  similar  description,  they 
lay,  *^  we  iltall  suspend  our  judgment,  without  approving 
it  in  the  least  degree,  or  proceeding  to  censure  our  go- 
vernor general  for  this  transaction."  The  expectations 
entertained  by  the  directors  of  a  more  complete  expla- 
nation, were  natural,  and  their  expression  tender  anci 
temperate.  But  the  more  complete  information,  which' 
they  naturally  expected,  they  never  have  to  this  day  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Hastings  wrote  two  more  letters  to  the  secret  App^; 
committee  of  the  court  of  directors,  in  which  he  men-  no's/ 
tiona  this  transaction.     The  fir^t,  dated  (as  he  assertsy  ^q.^. 
ami  a  Mr.  Larkins  swears)  on  the  22d  of  May,  I7tt2; 
the  last,  which  accompanied  it,  so  late  as  the  16th  of 
December  in  the  same  year.     Though  so  long  an  inter- 
val  lay  between  the  transaction  of  tlie  2Gth  of  June,  ^hT^ 
iJBOf  and  the  middle  of  December,  1 762,  (upwards  of  two  ^^  ^ 
years)  Dofurther  satisfaction  isgiven.  He  has  written,  since 
the  receipt  of  the  above  letter  of  the  court  of  director! 
(which  demanded,  what  they  had  a  right  to  demand,  a 
clear  explanation  of  the  particulars  of  this  sum  of  nio- 
aey,  which  he  had  no  rigiit  to  receive)  without  giving 
them  any  further  satisfaction.     Instead  of  explanation  or 
apology,  he  assumes  a  tone  of  complaint  and  reproach 
t6  the  directors — ^He  lays  before  them  a  kind  of  an  ac- 
coaot  of  presents  received  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
^0,000/.  seme  at  a  coasiderablQ  di^tancq  of  time,  and 


168  Hfct^OHT  OP  A  COMMItTEiH 

which  had  not  been  hitherto  communicated  to  (be  cotn« 

In  the  letter  which  accompanied  that  very  extraordi^ 
oary  account,  which  then  for  the  first  time  appeared,  he 
discovers  no  small  solicitude  to  clear  himself  from  the 
imputation  of  having  these  discoveries  drawn  from  him 
by  the  terrors  of  the  parliamentary  inquiries  then  on 
foot.  To  remove  all  suspicion  of  such  a  motive  for 
making  these  discoveries,  Mr.  Larkins  swears,  in  an  affi- 
davit made  before  Mr.  Justice  Hyde,  bearing  even  date 
with  the  letter  which  accompanies  the  account,  that  is,  of 
the  16th  of  December,  1782,  that  this  letter  had  been 
written  by  him  on  the  22d  of  May,  several  months  be- 
fore it  was  despatched.     It  appeara  that  Mr.  LarkinS) 

Vid«     who  makes  this  voluntary  affidavit,  is  neither  secretary 

Jam*     to  the  board,  nor  Mr.  Hastings'  private  secretary,  but 

^tlllp-  *n  officer  of  the  treasury  of  Bengal. 

^Noft*  Mr.  Hastings  was  conscious  that  a  question  would 
inevitably  arise,  how  he  came  to  delay  the  sending  intel- 
ligence of  so  very  interesting  a  nature,  from  May  to  De- 
cember ?  He  therefore  thinks  it  necessary  to  account 
for  so  suspicious  a  circumstance.  He  tells  the  directors 
<*  that  the  despatch  of  the  Lively  having  been  protract- 
ed from  time  to  time,  the  accompanying  address  which 
^  was  originally  designed  and  prepared  for  that  despatch^ 
and  no  other  since  occurring^  has,  of  course,  been  thui 
long  delayed." 

The  governor  general's  letter  is  dated  the  22d  May, 
and  the  Resolution  was  the  last  ship  of  the  season  de- 
spatched for  Europe.  The  public  letters  to  the  direc'^ 
tors  are  dated  the  9th  May ;  but  it  appears,  by  the  let- 
ter of  the  commander  of  the  ship,  that  he  did  not  receive 
bis  despatches  from  Mr.  Loyd,  then  at  Kedjeree,  until 
the  26th  May  ;  and  also,  that  the  pilot  was  not  discharged 
from  the  ship  until  the  1 1  th  June.  Some  of  these  pre- 
sents (now  for  the  first  time  acknowledged)  had  been  re- 
ceived eighteen  months  preceding  the  date  of  his  letter ; 
none  less  than  four  months ;  so  that,  in  fact,  he  might  have 
sent  this  account  by  all  the  ships  of  that  season ;  but  the 
governor  general  chose  to  write  this  letter  thirteen  days 
after  the  determination  in  council  for  the  despatch  of  the 
last  ship. 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  has  given  any  communica- 
tion whatsoever  to  his  colleagues  in  office  of  those  extca- 
ordinary  transactions*    Nothing  appears  on  the  records 
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•f  the  council  of  the  receipt  ot  the  presents  ;  nor  is  the 
traosmission  of  this  account  mentioned  in  the  general  let- 
ter  to  the  court  of  directors,  but  in  a  letter  from  himself  to 
their  secret  conunittee,  consisting  generally  of  two  per- 
sons, but  at  most  of  three.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
governor  general  states,  *'  that  the  despatch  of  the  Liveljr 
had  been  protracted  from  time  to  time ;  that  this  delay  was 
of  no  public  consequence;  but  that  it  produced  a  situatioUi 
whicb»  with  respect  to  himself,  he  regarded  as  unfortu- 
Date»  because  it  exposed  him  to  the  meanest  imputations, 
from  the  occasion  which  the  late  parliamentary  inquiries 
have  since  (umbhed;.but  which  were  unknown  when  his 
letter  was  written."  If  the  governor  general  thought  his 
silence  exposed  him  to  the  meanest  imputations^  he  had 
the  means  in  his  own  power  of  avoiding  those  imputa- 
tions: he  might  have  sent  this  letter,  dated  the  23A 
Nay,  by  the  Resolution.  For  we  find,  that  in  a  letter 
from  Captain  Poynting,  of  the  26th  May,  he  states  it  not 
possible  for  him  to  proceed  to  sea  with  the  smallest  de* 
gree  of  safety  without  a  supply  of  anchors  and  cables ; 
sod  most  earnestly  requests  they  may  be  supplied  from 
Calcutta ;  and  on  the  28th  May,  we  find  a  minute  from 
the  secretary  of  the  council,  Mr.  Auriol,  requesting  an 
order  of  council  to  the  master-attendant  to  furnish  a 
sloop  to  carry  down  those  cables ;  which  order  was  ac- 
Goraisi^  issued  on  the  30th  May.  There  requires  JID 
otber  proof  to  show  that  the  governor  general  had  the 
SKaos  of  sending  this  letter  seven  days  after  he  wrote  it, 
instead  of  delaying  it  for  near  seven  months ;  and  be- 
cause no  conveyance  had  offered.  Your  committee  most 
also  remark,  that  the  conveyance  by  land  to  Madras  was 
certain ;  and,  whilst  such  important  operations  were  car- 
rying on  both  by  sea  and  land  upon  the  coast,  that  de- 
^Mtcbes  woold  be  sent  to  the  admiralty,  or  to  the  com* 
pany,  was  h^ly  probable. 

If  tlie  letter  of  the  22d  May  had  been  found  in  the 
Ikt  of  the  packets  sent  by  the  Resolution,  the  governor 
general  would  have  established,  in  a  satisfactory  manuer^ 
and  ht  beyond  the  effect  of  any  affidavit,  that  the  letter 
had  been  written  at  the  time  of  the  date.  It  appears 
that  the  Resolution,  being  on  her  voyage  to  England^ 
met  with  so  severe  a  gale  of  wind,  as  to  he  obliged  to  put 
hack  to  Bengal,  and  to  unload  her  cargo.  This  event 
Buikes  no  d^reoce  in  the  state  of  the  transactioq^ 
VM.  Ti.  r  22  ] 
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Whatever  the  cause  of  these  new  discoveries  might  have 
been,  at  the  time  of  sending  thorn,  the  fact  of  the  par-' 
liamentary  inquiry  was  publicly  known. 

In  the  letter  of  the  above  date  Mr.  Hastings  laments 
the  mortification  of  being  reduced  to  take  precautions 
**  to  guard  his  reputation  from  dishonour." — "  If  I  had," 
says  he,  "  at  any  time  possessed  that  degree  of  confi- 
dence from  my  immediate  employers,  which  they  have 
never  withheld  from  the  meuncst  of  my  predecessors,  I 
should  have  disdained  to  use  these  attentions." 

Who  the  meunesl  of  Mr.  Hastings'  predecessors 
were,  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  :  nor  are  they 
able  to  discern  the  ground  of  propriety  or  decency  for 
his  assuming  to  himself  a  right  to  call  any  of  them  mean 
persons.  But  if  such  mean  persons  have  possessed  that 
degree  of  confidence  from  his  immediate  employers^  which 
for  so  many  years  he  had  not  possessed  "  at  any  time^^^ 
inferences  must  be  drawn  from  thence  very  unfavourable 
to  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties,  or  perhaps  to  both. 
The  attentions,  which  he  practises  and  disdains,  can  in 
this  case  be  of  no  service  to  himself,  his  employers,  or 
the  public ;  t!ie  only  attention  at  all  effectual  towards 
extenuating,  or  in  some  degree  atoning  for,  the  guilt  of 
having  taken  nionqy  from  individuals  illegally,  was,  to  be* 
full  and  fair  in  his  confession  of  all  the  particulars  of  his 
offence.  This  might  not  obtain  that  confidence,  which 
at  no  time  he  has  enjoyed ;  but  still  the  company  and 
the  nation  might  derive  essential  benefit  fix)m  it :  the  di- 
rectors might  be  able  to  afford  redress  to  the  sufferers ; 
and  by  his  laying  open  the  concealed  channels  of  abuse, 
loeans  might  be  furnished  for  the  better  discovery,  and 
possibly  for  the  prevention,  or  at  least  for  the  restraint, 
of  a  practice  of  the  most  dangerous  nature ;  a  practice, 
of  which  the  mere  prohibition,  without  the  means  of  de- 
tection, must  ever  prove,  as  hitherto  it  had  proved,  alto- 
gether frivolous. 

Your  committee,  considering  that  so  long  a  time  had 
elapsed  without  any  of  that  information  which  the  di- 
rectors expected ;  and  perceiving  that  this  receipt  of 
sums  of  money,  under  colour  of  gift,  seemed  a  growing 
evil ;  ordered  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Hastings'  agent, 
Major  Scott.  Tiiey  had  found,  on  former  occasions, 
that  tliis  gentleman  was  furiiushed  with  much  more  early 
and  more  complete  intelligence  of  the  company's  affaii^ 
in  India,  than  was  thought  proper  for  tbc  court  of  direr- 
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\an ;  tbejr,  tliererore,  examined  liim  concerning  every 
particular  sum  of  money,  the  receipt  of  which  Mr.  Has- 
tings had  confessed  in  his  account.     It  was  to  their  sur- 
prise that    Mr.  Scott  professed   himself  perfectly  qd- 
instructed  upon  almost  every  part  of  the  subject,  tiiough 
the  express  object  of  his  mission  to  England  was  to  clear 
up  sucn  matters  as  might  be  objected  to  Mr.  Hastings ; 
and  for  that  purpose  he  had  early  qualified  himself  by 
the  production  to  your  commit  tee  of  his  (Mowers  of  agency. 
The    ignorance  in  wtiich  Mr.  Hastings  has  left  his  agent, 
was  the  more  striking,  because  he  must  have  been  moral- 
ly certain,  that,  if  his  conduct  in  these  points  should 
have  escaped  animadversion  from  the  court  of  directors^ 
it  must  become  an  object  of  parliamentary  inquiry ;  for, 
in  his  letter  of  the    Ijlh  of  December,  171>2,  to  the 
court  of  directors,  he  expressly  mentions  his  fears,  tha( 
those  parliamentary  inquiries  might  be  thought  to  have 
extorted  from  htm  the  confessions  which  he  had  made. 
Your  committee,  however,  entering  on  a  more  strict 
examination  concerning  the  two  lacks  of  rupees,  which 
Mr.  Hastings  declares  he  had  no  right  to  take,  but  had 
taken,  from  some  person  then  unknown,  Major  Scott  re- 
collected that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  in  a  letter  of  the  7th 
of  December,  1782,  (in  which  he  refers  to  som^  former 
letter)  acquainted  him  with  the  name  of  the  person,  from 
whom  he  had  received  those  two  lacks  of  rupees,  men- 
tioned in  the  minute  of  June,  1780.     It  turned  out  to 
be  the  rajah  of  Benares,  the  unfortunate  Cheyt  Sing. 

In  the  single  instance  in  which  Mr.  Scott  seemed  -e 
possess  intelligence  in  this  matter,  he  is  preferred  to  the 
court  of  directors.  Under  their  censure  as  Mr.  Has- 
tings was,  and  as  he  felt  himself  to  be,  for  not  informing 
them  of  the  channel  in  which  he  received  that  money, 
he  perseveres  obstinately  and  contemptuously  to  conceal 
it  from  them;  though  he  thought  fit  to  entrust  his  agent 
vith  the  secret. 

Tour  committee  were  extremely  stciick  with  this  intel- 
ligence. They  were  totally  uiracquainted  with  it,  when 
they  presented  to  the  house  the  supplement  to  their  se- 
cond report  on  the  afiairs  of  Cheyt  Sing.  A  gift  received 
by  Mr.  Hastings  from  the  rajah  of  Benares  gave  rise,  in 
their  minds,  to  serious  reflections  on  the  condition  of  the 

E'nces  of  India  subjected  to  the  British  authority.  Mr. 
istings  was,  at  the  very  time  of  receiving  this  gift,  in 
the  course  of  making,  on  the  rajali  of  Benares,  a  series 
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of  demands,  unfounded  and  unjustifiable,  and  constantly 
growing,  in  proportion  as  they  were  submitted  to.  To 
these  demands  the  rajah  of  Benares,  beside  his  objec- 
tioDS  in  {Kiint  of  right,  constantly  set  up  a  plea  of  poverty. 
^  Presents  from  persons  who  hold  up  poverty  as  a  shield 
against  extortion  can  scarcely,  in  any  case,  be  consider* 
ed  as  gratuitous,  whether  the  plea  of  poverty  be  true  or 
false.  In  this  case,  the  presents  might  have  been  bestow- 
ed, if  not  with  an  assurance,  at  least  with  a  rational  hope 
of  some  mitigation  in  the  oppressive  requisitions  that 
were  made  by  Mr.  Hastings:  for,  to  give  much  volunta- 
rily, when  it  is  known  that  much  will  be  taken  away  for- 
cibly, is  a  thing  absurd  and  impossible.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  acceptance  of  that  gift  by  Mr.  Hastings  must 
have  pledged  a  tacit  faith  for  some  degree  of  indulgence 
towards  the  donor :  if  it  was  a  free  gift,  gratitude;  if  it 
was  a  bargain,  justice  obliged  him  to  it.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  Mr.  Hastings  originally  destined  (as  he  says  he 
did)  this  money,  given  to  himself  secretly,  and  for  his 
private  emolument,  to  the  use  of  the  company,  the  com- 

Coy's  favour,  to  whom  he  acted  as  trustee,  ought  to 
ve  been  purchased  by  it.  In  honour  and  justice  he 
bound  and  pledged  himself  for  that  power,  which  was  to 
pro&t  by  the  gift,  and  to  profit  too  in  the  success  of  an 
expedition,  which  Mr.  Hastings  thought  so  necessary  to 
their  aggrandizement.  The  unhappy  man  found  his  mo- 
ney accepted,  but  no  favour  acquired  on  the  part  either 
of  the  company  or  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

Your  committee  have,  in  another  report,  stated  to  the 
house,  that  Mr.  Hastings  attributed  the  extremity  of  dis- 
tress, which  the  detachments  under  Colonel  Camac  had 
suflbred,  and  the  great  desertions  which  ensued  on  that 
expedition,  to  the  want  of  punctuality  of  the  rajah  in 
making  payment  of  one  of  the  sums  which  had  been  ex- 
torted from  him ;  and  this  want  of  punctual  payment  was 
afterwards  assigned  as  a  principal  reason  for  the  ruin  of 
tiib  prince.  Your  committee  hare  shown  to  the  house, 
by  a  comparison  of  facts  and  dates,  that  this  charge  is 
wholly  without  foundation.  But  if  the  cause  of  Colonel 
Camac's  failifre  had  been  true  as  to  the  sum,  which  was 
the  object  of  the  public  demand,  the  failure  cpuld  not  be 
attributed  to  the  rajah,  when  he  had  on  the  inslant  pri- 
vately furnished,  at  least,  23,000Z.  to  Mr.  Hastings; 
that  is,  fornished  the  identical  money  which  he  teQs  as 
(brft  carefully  concealing  the  name  af  the  giver)  he  had 
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from  the  beginniDg  destined,  as  he  afterwards  publicly 
oflfered,  for  ^is  very   eKpedition  of  Colonel  Camac's. 
The  complication  of  fraud  and  cruelty  in  the  transaction 
admits  of  few  parallels.     Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  councfl 
board  of  Bengal,  displays  himself  as  a  zealous  servant  of        ^ 
the  company,  bountifully  giving  from  his  own  fortune; 
and  in  his  letter  to  the  directors  (as  he  says  himself)  as  ^^^ 
gping  out  of  the  ordinary  roads  for  their  advantage  ;  and  No.'  i. 
all  this  on  the  credit  of  supplies,  derived  from  the  gift 
of  a  man  whom  he  treats  with  the  utmost  severity,  and 
whom  he  accuses,  in  this  particular,  of  disaffection  to  the 
company's  cause  and  interests. 

With  23,(H>0l.  of  the  rajah's  money  in  his  pocket,  he 
persecutes  him  to  his  destruction ;  assigning  for  a  reason, 
that  his  reliance  on  the  rajah's  faith,  and  his  breach  of  it, 
were  the  principal  causes  that  no  other  provision  waa 
made  for  the  detachment,  on  the  specific  expedition  to 
which  the  rajah's  specific  money  was  to  be  applied ;  the 
rajah  had  given  it  to  be  disposed  of  by  Mr.  Hastings ; 
and  if  it  was  not  disposed  of  in  the  best  manner  for  the 
accomplishing  his  objects,  the  accuser  himself  is  the  cri« 
minal. 

To  take  money  for  the  forbearance  of  a  just  demand 
would  have  been  corrupt  only :  but  to  urge  unjust  pub- 
lic demands ;  to  accept  private  pecuniary  favours  in  the 
coarse  of  those  demands ;  and,  on  the  pretence  of  delay 
or  refusal,  without  mercy  to  persecute  a  benefactor ;  to 
refuse  to  hear  his  remonstrances ;  to  arrest  him  in  his 
capital,  in  his  palace,  in  the  face  of  all  the  people ; — thus 
to  give  occasion  to  an  insurrection,  and,  on  pretext  of  that 
insarrectbn,  to  refuse  all  treaty  or  explanation ;  to  drive 
him  from  his  government  and  his  country  ;  to  proscribe 
him  in  a  general  amnesty ;  and  to  send  him  all  over  In- 
dia, a  fugitive,  to  publish  the  shame  of  British  govern- 
ment in  all  the  nations  to  whom  he  successively  fled  for 
refiq^ :  these  are  proceedings  to  which,  for  the  honour 
of  human  nature,  it  is  hoped  few  parallels  are  to  be  found 
io  history ;  and  in  which  the  illegality  and  corruption  of 
the  acts  form  the  smallest  part  of  the  mischief. 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  first  sum  confessed  to  be 
taken  ai  m  present  by  Mr.  Hastings,  since  the  year  1775; 
and  such  are  its  consequences.  Mr.  Hastings  apologizes 
tor  this  action  by  declaring,  *'  that  he  would  not  have 
received  the  money  but  for  the  occasiouy  which  prompt-  vide 
«d  hmi  to  avail  Uunself  of  the  accidental  means  which  3a'  T 
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were  at  that  instant  aSbrded  him,  oF  accepting  and  con- 
verting it  to  the  use  of  the  company."  By  this  account 
he  considers  the  act  as  excusable  only  by  the  particular 
occasion,  by  the  temptation  of  accidental  means,  and  by 
the  suggestion  of  the  instant.  How  far  this  is  the  case, 
appears  by  the  very  next  paragraiih  of  this  letter,  in  which 
the  account  is  given,  and  in  which  the  apology  is  mad&i 
If  these  were  his  opinions  in  June,  17&0,  they  lasted  but 
a  very  short  time:  his  accidental  means  appear  to  be 
growing  habitual. 

To  i)oint  out,  in  a  clear  manner,  the  spirit  of  the  second 

nioney  transaction  to  which  your  committee  adverted, 

which  is  represented  by  Mr.   Hastings  as  having  some 

v^«^    "affinity  with  the  former  aiifcdo/e,"  (for  in  this  light  kmd 

^pco-  of  phrase  he  chooses  to  express  himself  to  his  masters) 

youjr  committee  think  it  necessary  to  state  to  the  house, 

^t  the  business,  namely,  this  business,  which  was   the 

second  object  of  their  inquiry,  appears  in  three  different 

papers,  and  in  three  diSerent  liglits ;  on  comparing  these 

authorities,  in  every  one  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  is  him* 

^If  the  voucher,  if  one  of  the  tiiree  be  true,  the  other 

two  must  necessarily  be  false. 

App.B.       These  three  authorities,  which  your  committee   has 

App.B*.  accurately  compared,  are,  5rst,  his  minutes  on  the  con- 

App.B.'  sultations ;  secondly,  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors, 

^<»-  *  on  the  29th  of  November,  1780;  thirdly,  his  account, 

transmitted  on  the  lt>th  of  December,  1782. 
App.B.  About  eight  months  after  the  first  transaction  relative 
to  Ciieyt  Sing,  and  which  is  just  reported,  that  is,  on  the 
5th  of  January,  1781,  Mr.  Hasting^  produced  a  demand 
to  the  council  for  money  of  his  own,  expended  for  the 
company's  service. 

Here  was  no  occasion  for  secrecy.  Mr.  Francis  was 
on  his  passage  to  Europe ;  Mr.  Wheler  was  alone  left, 
who  no  longer  dissented  from  any  thing ;  Mr.  Plastinn 
was  in  effect  himself  the  whole  council.  He  declared, 
that  he  had  disbursed  three  lacks  of  rupees,  that  is,  thirty- 
four  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  in  secret  services; 
which  having  (he  says)  '<  been  advanced  from  my  own 
private  cash^  I  request  that  the  same  may  be  repaid  to 
me  in  the  following  manner :" — He  accordingly  desires 
three  bonds,  for  a  lack  of  sicca  rupees  each,  to  be  given 
to  faiin  in  two  of  the  company's  subscriptions ;  one  to 
bear  interest  on  the  eight  per  cent,  loan,  the  other  two 
iaihe  four  ner  cent.  The  Donds  were  ante-dated  to  the 
j>eginning  or  the  preceding  October. 
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On  the  9fh  of  the  same  month,  that  is,  on  the  9th  of  ^^^ 
Janoaij,  1781,  the  three  bonds  were  acccordingly  order-  !ppl^~ 
ed :  ao  far  the  whole  transaction  appears  clear  and  of  a  ^"^ 
piece.     Private  money  is  subscribed,  and  a  public  seen* 
rity  is  taken  for  it.'    When  the  company's  treasury  ac-  Appea- 
counts  are  compared  with  the  proceedings  of  their  coun-  JjJ  5* 
cil  general,  a  perfect  correspondence  also  appears.     The 
three  bonds  are  then  entered  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  is 
credited  for  principal  and  interest  on  them,  in  the  exact 
terras  of  the  order.     So  far  the  official  accounts ;  which, 
because  of  their  perfect  harmony,  are  considered  as  clear 
and  consistent  evidence  to  one  body  of  fact. 

The  second  sort  of  document  relative  to  these  bonds  ^P^^" 
(though  the  first  in  order  of  time)  is  Mr.  Hastings*  let-  no.  i. 
tcr  of  the  29th  of  November,  1780.  It  is  written  be- 
tween the  time  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money  for  the 
company's  use,  and  the  taking  of  the  bonds.  Here,  for 
the  first  time,  a  very  material  difference  appears ;  and 
tlie  difference  is  the  more  striking,  because  Mr.  Hastings 
claimed  the  whole  money  as  his  own,  and  took  bonds  for 
it  as  such,  after  this  representation.  The  letter  to  the 
company  discovers,  that  part  of  the  money  (tiie  whole 
of  which  he  had  declared  on  record  to  be  his  own,  and 
for  which  he  had  taken  bonds)  was  not  his,  but  the  pro- 
perty of  his  masters,  from  whom  he  had  taken  the  secu- 
rity. It  is  no  less  remarkable,  that  the  letter,  which  re- 
presents the  money  as  belonging  to  the  company,  was 
written  about  six  weeks  before  the  minute  of  council, 
in  which  he  claims  that  money  as  his  own.  It  is  this 
letter  on  which  your  committee  is  to  remark. 

Mr.  Hastings,  after  giving  his  reasons  for  the  applica-  vide 
lion  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  and  for  his  having  for  dixIS. 
some  time  concealed  the  fact,  says,  "  two  thirds  of  that  *••  '• 
sum  I  have  raised  by  my  own  credity  and  shall  charge  it 
10  my  official  account ;  the  other  third  1  have  supplied 
from  the  cash  in  my  hands,  belonging  to  the  honourable 
conpany." 

Tne  house  will  observe,  that  in  November,  he  tells 
the  directors,  that  he  shall  charge  only  two-thirds  iu  his 
official  accounts :  in  the  following  January  he  charges  vide 
the  whole.     For  the  other  third  (although  he  admitted  ^S^ 
that  to  belong  to  the  company)  we  have  seen  that  he  ^^  ^ 
takes  a  bond  to  himself. 

It  is  material  that  he  tells  the  company,  in  his  letter) 
that  these  two  lacks  (>f  rupees  were  raUtd  on  his  credit. 
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GBb  letter  to  the  council  says,  that  they  were  advanced 
from  his  private  cash.    What  he  raises  od  his  credit,  mayy 
on  a  fair  coostructioo,  be  considered  as  his  owd:  but  ia 
tbia  too  he  fails  ;  for  it  is  certain  he  has  never  transfer- 
fed  these  bonds  to  any  creditor ;  nor  has  he  stated  any 
•mn  he  has  paid,  or  for  which  he  stands  indebted,  on  that 
account,  to  any  specific  person.     Indeed,  it  was  out  of 
Us  power;  for  the  first  two-thirds  of  the  money,  which 
be  formerly  stated  as  raised  upon  his  credit,  he  now  con- 
ieaaes  to  have  been  from  the  beginning  the  company's 
property ;  and  therefore  could  not  have  been  raised  oa 
bis  private  credit,  or  borrowed  from  any  person  whatso- 
ever. 
di??       ^^  these  two  accounts,  thus  essentially  varying,  he 
No.  4.'   has  added  a  third,  varying  at  least  as  essentially  from 
«ov.      both.     In  his  last,  or  third  account,  which  is  a  statement 
SS?*    oi  all  the  sums  he  has  received  in  an  extraordioaiy  man- 
ISaSS^  ner,  and  confessed  to  be  the  company's  property,  be  re- 
>|Mra|-  verses  the  items  of  his  first  account ;  and,  instc»d  of  al- 
dattd     lowiflg  the  company  but  one-third,  and  claiming  two* 
mU,     tbirds  for  himself,  he  enters  two  of  the  bonds,  each  for 
]2^'     a  lack  of  rupees,  as  belonging  to  the  company :  of  the 
dfxl?    ^^d  bond,  which  appears  so  distinctly  in  the  consnlta- 
No.9.'    tions,  and  in  the  treasury  accounts,  not  one  word  is  said: 
dttor?"  ten  thousand  pounds  is  absorbed,  sinks,  and  disappears 
ortoaS  ^^  ^^^^  9  ^^^  "o  explanation  whatever  concerning  it  is 
f^^  given.     Mr.  Hastings  seems  not  yet  to  have  decided  to 
nor.      whose  account  it  ought  to  be  placed.    In  this  manner 
'^^   '  his  debt  to  the  company,  or  the  company's  to  him,   is 
just  what  he  thinks  fit.     In  a  single  srrticle  he  has  varied 
three  times.     In  one  account  he  states  the  whdb  to  be 
bis  own  ;  in  another  lie  claims  two-thirds ;  in  the  last  be 
gives  up  the  claim  of  the  two-thirds,  and  says  nothing  to 
the  remaining  portion. 

To  make  amends,  however,  for  .the  suppression  of  this 

third  bond,  given  with  the  two  others  in  January,  178r, 

Vide     and  antedated  to  the  beginning  of  October,  Mr.  Has- 

SfssT   tings,  in  the  above  mentioned  general  account,  subjcmed 

^""^    to  his  letter  of  the  22d  May,  1782,  has  brought  to  the 

company's  credit  a  new  bond. 

This  bond  is  for  1 7,0001.  It  was  taken  from  the  oom- 
pany  (and  so  it  appears  on  their  treasury  accounts)  oo 
the  23d  of  November,  1 780.  He  took  no  notice  of  this 
when,  in  January  following,  be  called  upon  his  own  coon- 
cil  for  the  three  others.    What  is  more  extraordinary. 
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he  was  equalljr  silent  with  regard  to  it,  when,  onlj  %\x 
days  after  its  date,  he  wrote  conceroiog  the  subject  of 
the  three  other  bonds  to  the  court  of  directors -:  yet  now 
it  couiea  out,  that  that  bond  also  was  taken  by  Mr.  Has* 
tings  from  the  company  for  money,  which  he  declares  he 
had  received  on  the  company's  account ;  and  that  he  en* 
tered  himself  as  creditor,  when  he  ought  to  have  made 
himself  debtor. 

Your  committee  examined  Major  Scott  concerning  this 
money,  which  Mr.  Hastings  must  have  obtained  in  some 
chndestine  and  irregular  mode ;  but  they  could  obtain 
no  information  of  the  persons  from  whom  it  was  taken, 
nor  of  the  occasion  or  pretence  for  taking  this  large  sum ; 
nor  does  any  order  of  council  appear  for  its  applicatioa 
to  any  service.  The  whole  of  the  transaction  (whatso- 
ever it  was)  relative  to  this  bond  is  covered  with  the 
thickest  obscority. 

Mr.  Hastings,  to  palliate  the  blame  of  his  conduct,  de-  vide 
cUrea  that  be  has  not  received  any  interest  on  these  hu- 
bonds ;  and  that  he  has  endorsed  them  as  not  belonging  ^^' 
to  himself^  bat  to  the  company.     As  to  the  first  part  of  Jj^ 
this  ailegatioo,  whether  he  received  the  interest,  or  let  g»& 
it  remain  marrear,  is  a  matter  of  indifference,  as  he  en« 
titled  himself  to  it;  and,  so  far  as  the  legal  security' be 
has  tdwngoes,  he  may,  whenever  he  pleases,  dispose  both 
of  pciocipal  and  interest.     What  he  has  endorsed  on  the 
bonds,  er  when  he  made  the  endorsement,  or  whether  in 
fiKt  he  has  made  it  at  all,  are  matters  known  only  to  him* 
self;  fcr  the  bonds  must  be  in  his  possession,  and  are  no 
where  by  him  stated  to  be  given  up  or  cancelled ;  which 
is  a  ihiDg  very  remarkable,  when  he  confesses  that  he 
had  no  r^tto  receive  them. 

These  bonds  make  but  a  part  of  the  account  of  private  vyt 
leceipts  of  money  by  Mr.  Ilastings,  formerly  paid  into  ^. 
the  treasury  as  his  oiui  property,  and  now  allowed  not  ^* 
to  be  so.    This  account  brings  into  view  other  very  re«  ^t, 
markable  matters  of  a  similar  nature  and  description.    <    im 

In  the  public  records,  a  sum  of  not  leas  than  23,87 1 1.  is  \t^\ 
ael  to  hb  credit  as  a  deposit  for  his  private  account,  paid  ^^Six 
in  by  him  into  the  treasury  in  goh),  and  coined  at  the  b^o.4. 
cempany'a  mint.     This  appears,  in  the  account  furni^^ied  ^\ 
to  the  directors,  under  the  date  of  May,  1782,  not  to^ha  «^>'' 
law&lly  hia  money,  and  he  therefore  transfers  it  to  the  jod's 
eiNnpany'a  credit :  it  still  remains  as  a  deposit  vu* ' 

dix. 
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That  the  faoasc  may  be  apprised  of  the  nature  of  thb 
article  of  deposit,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state,  that 
the  company  reccire  into  their  treasury  the  cash  of  pri- 
▼ate  persons,  placed  there  as  in  a  bank.  On  thb  no  in- 
terest is  paid,  and  the  party  depositing  has  a  right  to  re- 
ceive it  ypon  demand.  Under  this  head  of  account,  iw 
ipablic  money  is  ever  entered.  Mr.  Hastings,  neither  at 
making  the  deposit  as  his  own,  nor  at  the  time  of  hiadia- 
closure  of  the  real  proprietor,  (which  he  makes  to  be 
the  company,)  has  given  any  information  of  the  peraoos 
from  whom  this  money  had  been  received*  Mr.  Scott 
was  applied  to  by  your  committee,  but  could  not  give 
any  more  satisfaction  in  this  particular  than  in  those  re- 
lative to  the  bonds. 

'  The  title  of  the  account  of  the  22d  of  May  purporta^ 
BOt  only  that  those  sums  were  paid  into  the  company's 
treasury  by  Mr.  Hastings*  order,  but  that  they  were  ap- 
plied to  the  company's  service.  No  service  is  specified, 
directly  or  by  any  reference,  to  which  this  great  sum  oC 
money  has  been  applied. 
^2^  Two  extraordinary  articles  follow  this,  in  the  Majac- 
^^  count,  amounting  to  about  2  ),00Q/.  These  articles  are- 
called  receipts  of  Durbar  charges.  The  general  head 
fiw  Durbar  charges,  made  by  persons  in  office,  when  an- 
alyzed into  the  particulars,  contains  various  ezpenaev 
including  bounties  and  presents  made  by  government 
chiefly  in  the  foreign  department :  but  in  the  last  ac- 
connt  he  confesses  that  this  sum  also  is  not  hia^  bot  the 
company's  property :  but,  as  in  all  the  rest,  ao  in  thi% 
he  carefully  conceals  the  means  by  which  he  acquired 
Ihe  money,  the  time  of  his  taking  it,  and  the  peraons 
from  whom  it  was  taken.  This  is  the  more  extraordi- 
nary, because,  in  looking  over  the  journals  and  ledgers 
of  the  treasury,  the  presents  received  and  carried  im 
the  account  of  the  company  (which  were  ganeralijr 
amall  and  complimental)  were  precisely  entered,  with 
the  name  of  the  giver. 

:  Your  committee,  on  turning  to  the  account  of  Dor- 
.  bar  charges,  in  the  ledger  of  that  month,  find  the  wam^ 
m  stated  in  the  account  of  May  22d,  to  be  indeed  paid 
b;  but  there  is  no  sjiecific  application  whatsoever  en- 
tared. 

The  account  of  the  whole  money  thus  clandeatioelj 
received,  as  stated  on  the  22d  of  May,  1782  (and  for  a 
great  part  of  which,  Mr.  Hastings  to  thai  time  took  credit 
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Ihr,  and  for  the  rest  Ims  accounted  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  as  his  own)  amounts,  in  the  whole,  to  upwards  of 
ninety-three  thousand  pounds  sterling : — a  vast  sum  to 
be  so  obtained,  and  so  loosely  accounted  for! — If  tbt 
ilioney  taken  from  the  rajah  of  Benares  be  added  (as  it 
ought)  it  will  raise  the  sura  to  upwards  of  1  IGyOOOl.  If 
the  l1y600L  bond  in  October  be  added,  it  will  be  up- 
wards of  128,000{.  received  in  a  secret  manner  by  Mr* 
Hattings,  in  about  one  year  and  five  months.  To  all 
these  he  adds  another  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  received  as  a  present  from  the  soubah  of  Oude. 
Total,  upwards  of  228,000/. 

Your  committee  find,  that  this  last  is  tlie  only  aum» 
the  giver  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  to 
declare.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  he  did  not  receive 
this  100,000/.  in  money,  but  in  bills  on  a  great  native 
money  dealer,  resident  at  Benares,  and  who  has  also  as 
house  at  Calcutta  ;  he  is  called  Go[*&l  D&s.  The  nego- 
tiation of  these  bills  tended  to  make  a  discovery  not  so 
difficult  as  it  would  have  been  in  other  cases.  With  re- 
gard to  the  applicatkm  of  this  last  sum  of  money,  which 
if  said  to  be  carried  to  the  Durbar  charges  of  April» 
1782,  yomr  committee  are  not  enabled  to  make  any  ob- 
servmtioiiB  oo  it,  as  the  account  of  that  period  lias  not 
yet  arrived. 

Your  committee  have,  in  another  report,  remarked 
iiiily  upon  moat  of  the  circumstances  of  this  extraordi* 
nary  transaction.  Here  they  only  bring  so  much  of 
these  circumstances  again  into  view  as  may  serve  to 
throw  light  upon  the  true  nature  of  the  sums  of  money 
taken  by  British  subjects  in  power,  under  the  name  of 
prtMenia;  and  to  show  how  far  they  are  entitled  to  that 
deacriptioo  io  any  sense,  which  can  fairly  imply,  in  the 
pretended  donors,  either  willingness  or  ability  to- 
give.  The  condition  of  the  bountiful  parties,  who  are 
not  yet  discovered,  may  be  conjectured  from  the  state 
of  thoee  who  have  bc^n  made  known  ;  as  far  as  thai 
•ttttt  any  where  appears,  their  generosity  is  found  in  prq- 
portkio,  not  to  the  opulence  they  possess,  or  to  the  &- 
▼oora  they  receive,  but  to  the  indigence  they  feel,  and 
Uw  iomltfl  they  are  exposed  to.  The  house  will  parti- 
caiarly  attend  1o  the  situation  of  the  principal  giver,  the 
lodbah  of  Oude. 

'•When  Ifae  knife  (says  he)  had  penetrated  to  the 
bone,  and  I  was  aunoimde^  with  heavy  distresses,  that 
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I  could  DO  longer  live  in  espectatiom,  I. wrote  jrou  ao 
account  of  my  difficulties. 

^'  The  answer  which  1  have  recdved  to  it,  is  such, 
that  it  has  given  me  inexpressible  grief  and  afflictioD. 
I  never  ^ad  the  least  idea  or  expectation  from  joa  and 
tlie  coancily  that  you  would  ever  have  given  yonr  orders 
IB  so  afflicting  a  manner,  in  which  you  never  before  wrote> 
and  which  I  could  not  have  im^ined.  As  I  am  reaoi  ved  to 
obey  your  orders,  and  directions  of  the  council,  without 
any  delay,  as  long  as  I  live,  I  have,  agreeably  to  thoae 
ardergf  delivered  up  all  my  private  papersy  to  him  (tk 
resident)  that  when  be  shall  have  examined  my  re- 
ceipts and  expenses,  be  may  take  wlwtever  remaiuM*  As 
1  know  it  to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you,  the  company 
and  council,  I  have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  instaoce ; 
bat  requested  of  him  that  it  might  be  done  so  as  not  to 
ii$treM  me  in  my  necessary  expenses;  theiv  being  no 
other  funds  but  those  Cor  the  expenses  of  my  mutsed- 
dies,  household  expenses,  and  servants,  &€•  He  de- 
manded these  in  such  a  manner,  that,  being  reaiedilesa, 
I  was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  he  reqairsd.  He 
baa  accordingly  stopped  the  pensions  of  my  oMaersaiila 
finr  thirty  yearsy  whether  sepoySj  mutseidieSy  0r  bausem 
hold  servants,  and  the  expenses  of  my  family  and  lateh- 
en,  together  with  the  jaghiers  of  my  grandmathtTf  wmk 
Htfr,  and  aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and  dspendamis, 
which  were  for  their  support.  I  had  raised  1,2M)0  horac^ 
and  three  battalions  of  sepoys,  to  attend  upon  me ;  but 
as  I  have  no  resources  to  support  them,  1  have  been 
obliged  to  remove  the  people  statbned  in  the  Otthak, 
{districts]  and  to  send  his  people  [the  resident's  people] 
into  the  mahals ;  so  that  I  have  not  now  one  single  aer* 
vant  about  me.  Bhould  I  mention  to  what  further  di& 
cnlties  I  have  been  r^uced,  it  would  lay  me  open  to 
contempt.'' 

In  other  parts  of  this  long  remonstrance,  aa  well  ai  in 
other  remonstrances  no  less  serious,  be  says,  <<  that  it  is 
difficult  for  him  to  save  himself  alive ;  that  in  all  bia  af« 
fairs  Mr.  Hastings  had  given  full  powers  to  the  genil^ 
men  here  (meaning  the  J^nglish  resident  and  aaaistaaia) 
who  have  done  whatever  they  chose,  and  still  eomUwrn  to 
fie  t^.  I  never  expected  that  you  would  bsve  brought 
|ne  into  such  apprehension,  and  into  so  weak  a  attfle, 
without  writing  to  me  on  any  one  of  those  subjeetSf  since 
I  have  not  the  s^iaUei^t  coan^iioii  with  snj  bodj,  ex- 
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oept  joaraelf.  I  am  in  such  disiress,  both  day  and 
flight,  that  I  see  not  the  smallest  prospect  of  deliverance 
fran  it,  aioce  you  are  so  displeased  with  me  as  notiohh 
fwvr  nu  wiik  a  single  letltr.^^ 

Id  another  remonstrance  he  thus  expresses  himself. 

''The  aflaira  of  this  world  are  unstable,  and  soon  |m8s 
•way ;  it  would  therefore  be  incumbent  on  the  English 
gentlemen  to  show  same  friendship  for  me  in  my  neces- 
nitea.  I,  who  have  always  exerted  my  very  life  in  the 
•ervice  of  the  English,  assigned  over  to  them  all  the  re- 
mmrtts  kft  In  my  cowUry^  stopped  my  very  househdd 
expenaes,  together  with  the  jaghiere  of  my  servaofta 
ana  dependants,  to  the  amount  of  9,898,375  rupees. 
Beside  this,  as  to  the  jagUera  of  my  grandmother,  mo- 
ther, and  uncle,  which  were  granted  to  them  for  their 
flONwrt,  agreeable  to  engagements^  you  are  the  masters; 
if  the  council  have  sent  orders  for  the  stopping  their  ja^- 
liiera  also,  step  them.  I  have  no  resources  left  in  my 
country,  and  have  no  friends  by  me,  being  even  distress- 
ed ID  say  daily  subsistence.  I  have  some  elephants, 
lioreea^  and  the  houses  which  I  inhabit ;  if  they  can  be 
of  any  service  to  my  friends,  they  are  ready.  When' 
ever  yon  can  cKacover  any  resources,  seize  upon  them ; 
I  shall  not  interfere  to  prevent  you.  In  my  present 
distreaa  lor  my  daily  expenses,  I  was  in  hopes  that  they 
would  have  excused  some  part  of  my  debt.  Of  what 
nae  ia  it  for  me  to  relate  my  situation,  which  is  known 
to  the  whole  world  ?  This  much  is  sufficient.'' 

The  troth  of  all  these  representations  is  no  where  con- 
tested by  Mr.  Hastings.  It  is  indeed  admitted  in  some- 
thsog  atnn^r  than  words :  for,  upon  account  of  the  oa- 
bob^a  condttion,  and  the  no  less  distressed  condition  of 
hia  domioiona,  be  thought  it  fit  to  withdraw  from  him  and 
Iheoi  a  large  body  of  the  company's  troops,  together  with 
all  the  English  of  a  civil  description,  who  were  found  no 
leas  bordeDaome  than  the  military.  This  was  done  on 
the  daebred  inability  of  the  country  any  longer  to  sup- 
port then ;  a  country  not  much  inferior  to  England  m 
extent  and  fertility ;  and,  till  lately  at  least,  its  equal  in 
poBulatidn  and  culture. 

Il  wan  to  a  prince,  in  a  state  so  far  remote  from  free« 
dooiy  authority,  and  opulence ;  ao  penetrated  with  the 
tfoatmeot  he  had  received,  and  the  behaviour  he  had  met 
with  tmn  Mr.  Hastings ;  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  chosen 
to  attribiite  a  disposition  so  very  generous  and  munifice  nt 
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Mt  of  his  own  Free  grace  and  mere  motioD,  to  make  hiot 
a  present,  at  one  dooation,  of  upwards  of  100,<N>0/»  tter- 
lii^.  This  vast  private  donation  was  given  at  tbe  no- 
ment  of  vast  instant  demands^  severely  exacted  on  ac- 
count of  tbe  company,  and  accunmlated  on  immeme 
debts  to  the  same  body ;  and  all  taken  from  a  mined 
prince,  and  almost  desolated  territory. 

Mr.  Hastily  has  had  the  firmness,  with  all  possible 

ease  and  apparent  unconcern,  to  request  perroissiou  from 

the  directors  to  legalize  this  forbidden  present  for  his 

own  use.     This  he  has  had  the  courage  to  do^  at  a  time 

wben  he  had  abundant  reason  to  lod^  for,  what  he  has 

since  received,  their  censure  for  many  material  parts  of 

his  conduct  towards  ttie  people  from  whose  wasted  sub* 

stance  this  pretended  free  gift  was  drawn.     He  does  not 

pretend  that  he  has  reason  to  expect  tbe  smallest  degree 

of  partiality,  in  this  or  any  other  point,  from  the  court  of 

directors.     For,  beside  his  complaint  first  stated,  of  ba« 

vid«  ^  vang  never  possessed  tbeir  confidence,  in  a  late  letter  (in 

SETb.'   which,  notwithstanding  the  censures  of  parliament,  be 

^^  *'    magnifies  his  own  conduct)  he  says,  that  in  all  tbe  kiiig 

penod  of  his  service  ^  he  has  aInxMt  unremittedly  wanted 

tbe  support  wliich  all  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed-  from 

th^r  constituents.     From  mine  (says  he)  I  have  reoeived 

Moifctfigf  but  reproach,  hard  epithets,  and  indifgniiUSf  ioh 

stead  of  rewards  and  encouragement."    It  must  there* 

fore  have  been  from  some  other  source  of  protection  than 

that  which  the  law  had  placed  over  him,  that  be  looked 

for  countenance  and  reward  in  violating  an  act  of  parliar 

ment,  which  forbade  him  from  taking  giflsorprtsiiiiBom 

any  account  wliatsotvvr;  much  less  a  gift  of  this  nafpni- 

tude,  wtiich,  from  the  distress  of  the  giver,  must  be  sup* 

poaed  the  eflfect  of  the  most  cruel  extortion. 

Vide         The  directors  did  wrong  in  their  orders  to  appcopriata 

SSTb.    money,  which  they  must  know  could  not  have  been  acf|iii- 

red  by  the  consent  of  the  pretended  donor,  to  tbm  «»wn 

use.    They  acted  more  properly  in  refusii^  to  coirifinii 

this  grant  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in  choosing  rather  to  !<•>* 

for  him  to  the  law,  which  he  had  violated,  than  to  his  own 

sense  of  wliat  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  take  from.the 

natives;  putting  him  hi  mind  that  the  regulatiiq;  act  had 

express) J  declared,  "  that  no  governor  general,  or  any  of 

the  counciii  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  accept,  receive^. 

iir  take,  of  or  from  any  person  or  persoi^,  or  p»  any  oc- 

**9tWi  irhatsacver,  any  present,  gift,  donatiooy  gratiiH]f>  ^ 
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xeward,  pecuoiary  or  otherwise ;  or  any  promise  or  engage- 
mcDt  for  any  of  the  aforesaid."  Here  is  no  reserve  bt 
the  case  of  a  disclosure  to  the  directoni,  and  for  the  le- 
galizing the  breach  of  an  act  of  parliament  by  their  sab- 
sequent  consent.  The  illegality  attached  to  the  actm 
at  its  very  commencement ;  and  it  could  never  be  after- 
wards le^ized ;  the  directors  had  no  such  power  re^ 
served  to  them.  Words  cannot  be  devised  of  a  stronger 
ioiport,  or  studied  with  more  care.  To  these  words  of 
the  act  are  opposed  the  declaration  and  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hastings;  who,  in  his  letter  of  January,  17  82,  thinks  fit 
to  declare^  that  *'  an  offer  of  a  very  considerable  sum  of 
money  was  made  to  him,  both  on  the  part  of  tlie  nabob 
and  his  ministers,  as  a  present,  which  he  ctccepted  withaui 
kesitaiian.*^  The  plea  of  his  pretended  necessity  is  of 
so  avail.  The  present  was  not  in  ready  money,  nor,  as 
your  committee  conceive,  applicable  to  his  immediate  ne* 
cessities.  Even  his  credit  was  not  bettered  by  bills  at 
long  periods:  he  does  not  pretend  that  he  raised  any 
money  upon  them ;  nor  is  it  conceivable  that  a  banker  at 
Benares  would  be  more  willing  to  honour  the  draughts  of 
so  miserable,  undone,  and  dependent  a  person,  as  the  n^ 
bob  of  Oude,  than  those  of  the  governor  general  of  Ben- 
gal ;  which  might  be  paid  either  on  the  receipt  of  the 
Benares  revenue,  or  at  the  seat  of  his  power,  and  of  the 
company's  exchequer.  Besides,  it  is  not  explicable  upoD 
any  groMods  that  can  be  avowed,  why  the  nabob,  who 
could  aflbrd  to  give  these  bills  as  a  present  to  Mr.  Has« 
tii^s,  could  not  have  equally  given  them  in  discharge  of 
the  debt  which  he  owed  to  the  company.  It  is  indeed 
very  much  to  be  feared  that  the  people  of  India  find  it 
■ometimes  turn  more  to  their  account,  to  give  presents 
to  the  Englisb  in  authority,  than  to  pay  their  debts  to 
the  public ;  and  this  is  a  matter  of  a  very  serious  consi- 
deratioD. 

No  smaD  merit  is  made  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  that  too 
ki  a  high  and  upbraiding  style,  of  his  having  come  to  a 
▼dnntaiy  discovery  of  this  and  other  unlawful  practices 
of  the  same  kind.     "  That  honourable  court  (says  Mr.  vsae 
Uaatiigs,  addressing  himself  to  his  masters  in  his  letter  S^ 
ef  December,  1782)  ought  to  know  whether  I  possess  the  ^^^ 
lot^ity  and  honour,  which  are  the  first  requisites  of 
auch  a  station.     If  I  wanted  these,  they  have  afforded 
wae  too  powerful  mcentives  to  suppress  the  information 
which  1  BOW  eonvey  to  them  through  yon,  and  to  appro- 
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priftle  to  my  own  oie  the  lumi  which  I  have  already 
passed  to  their  credit,  by  their  unmniky  and,  pardon  mo 
if  I  add,  dangeraw  refUdionSy  which  they  have  passed 
upon  me  for  the  first  communication  of  this  kind ; '  (and 
he  immediately  adds,  what  is  singular  and  striking,  and 
savours  of  a  recriminatory  insinuation)  "  and  your  onnn 
experiaue  will  suggest  to  you,  tliat  there  are  persons  who 
would  profit  by  such  a  warning."  To  what  directors  in 
particular  this  im[mtation  of  experience  is  applied,  and 
what  other  persons  they  are,  in  whom  experience  has 
shown  a  disposition  to  profit  of  such  a  warning,  is  a  matter 
highly  proper  to  be  inquired  into.  What  Mr.  Hastings 
says  further  on  this  subject  is  no  less  worthy  of  attention ; 
Tide  a-  — "  '^  he  could  have  concealed  these  transaciionif  if  he 
koTMp.  hetdawrong  inoHve^  fromtheir^s  and  the  public  eye  for- 
^^''^^  tfMT."  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  whether  the  obser- 
vation be  applicable  to  the  particular  case  or  ooty  prac* 
tices  of  this  corrupt  nature  are  extremely  difficult  of  de- 
tection any  where,  but  especially  in  India:  but  all  re- 
straint upon  that  grand  fundamental  abuse  of  presents  ia 
gone  forever,  if  the  servants  of  the  company  can  derive 
safety  from  a  defiance  of  the  law,  when  they  can  no  longer 
hope  to  screen  themselves  by  an  evasion  of  it*  All  hope 
of  reformation  is  at  an  end,  if,  confiding  in  the  force  of  h 
(action  among  directors  or  proprietors  to  bear  them  ont, 
and  possibly  to  vote  them  the  fruit  of  their  crimes  aa  a  re^ 
ward  of  their  discovery,  they  find  that  their  bold  avowal 
of  their  ofiences  is  not  only  to  produce  indemnity  but  to 
be  rated  for  merit.  If  once  a  presumptkm  is  admitted, 
that  wherever  something  is  divulged  nothing  is  hid,  tlie 
discovering  of  one  ofience  may  become  the  certain  aieaiia 
of  concealing  a  multitude  of  others.  The  contrivance  b 
easy  and  trivial,  and  lies  open  to  the  meanest  prdicient 
in  this  kind  of  art :  it  will  not  only  become  an  effiictwd 
cover  to  such  practices,  but  will  tend  infinitely  to  in- 
crease them.  In  that  case  sums  of  money  will  be  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  discovery,  and  making  merit  with  the 
company :  and  other  sums  will  be  taken  for  the  private 
advantage  of  the  receiver* 

It  must  certainly  be  impossible  for  the  natives  to  knew 
what  presents  are  for  one  purpose,  or  what  for  the  other* 
It  is  not  for  a  Gentu  or  a  Mahometan  land-holder,  at  the 
foot  of  the  remotest  mountains  in  India,  who  has  no  ao 
cess  to  our  records,  and  knows  nothing  of  our  languagOy 
te  distinguish  what  lacks  of  rupees,  which  he  has  given* 
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eo  fnomine^  as  a  present  to  a  company's  servant,  are  to  be 
authorized  bj  his  masters  in  Leadenhall-street  as  proper 
and  legal,  or  carried  to  their  public  account  at  their  plea^ 
sure ;  and  what  are  laid  up  for  his  own  emohiment. 

The  legislature,  in  declaring  all  presents  to  be  the 
property  of  the  company,  could  not  consider  corruption, 
extortion,  and  fraud,  as  any  part  of  their  resources.  The 
property  in  such  presents  was  declared  to  be  their's,  not 
as  a  fund  for  their  benefit,  but  in  order  to  found  a  legal 
title  to  a  civil  suit.  It  was  declared  their's,  to  facilitate 
the  recovery,  out  of  corrupt  and  oppressive  hands,  of 
mooey  illegally  taken ;  but  this  legal  fiction  of  property 
could  not,  nor  ought,  by  the  legislature,  to  be  considered 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  trust  held  by  them  for  those 
who  suflfered  the  injury.  Upon  any  other  construction, 
the  company  would  have  a  right,  first,  to  extract  monej 
from  the  subjects  or  dependants  of  this  kingdom,  com- 
mitted to  their  care,  by  means  of  particular  conventions, 
or  by  taxes,  by  rents,  and  by  monopolies ;  and,  when  they 
had  exhausted  every  contrivance  of  public  imposition, 
then  they  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  let  loose  upon  the 
people  all  their  servants,  from  the  highest  rank  to  the 
lowest,  to  prey  upon  them  at  pleasure,  and  to  draw,  hy 
personal  and  official  authority,  by  influence,  venality,  ana 
terror,  whatever  was  left  to  them ;  and  that  all  this  was 
ji]Stified,provided  the  product  was  paid  into  the  company's 
exchequer* 

This  prohibition  and  permission  of  presents,  with  this 
declaration  of  property  in  the  company,  would  leave  no 
property  to  any  man  in  India.     If,  however,  it  should  be  ^^^ 
thoiig^t  that  this  clause  in  the  act  should  be  capable,  by  in. 
construction  and  retrospect,  of  so  legalizing,  and  thus  ap-  '*^* 
propriating  these  presents,  (which  your  committee  con- 
ceive impossBile,)  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should 
be  very  fully  explained. 

The  provision  in  the  act  was  made  in  favour  of  the  na« 
tives.  If  such  construction  prevails,  the  provision  made 
a»  their  screen  from  oppression  will  become  the  means  of 
increasing  and  aggravating  it  without  bounds  and  beyond 
remedy,  if  presents,  which,  when  they  are  given  were 
unlawful,  can  afterwards  be  legalized  by  an  application 
of  them  to  the  company's  service,  no  sufferer  can  even 
retort  to  a  remedial  process  at  law  for  his  own  relief* 
The  moment  he  attempts  to  sue,  the  money  may  be 
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paid  inio  tbe  company^s  treasury:   it  b  then  lawfulT/ 
taken,  and  the  parly  is  nonsuited. 

The  company  itself    must   suSer   extremely  i  Q   the 

whole  order  and  regularity  of  their  public  accoaots,  if 

the  idea  u[K)n  which  Mr.  Hastings  justifies  the  taking 

▼idt     of  these  presents,  receives   the  smallest   countenance. 

2^,^'    On  his  principles,  the  same  sum  may  become  private 

uStrn    property  or  public,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  receiver:  it 

'"'     H  in  his  power,  Mr.  Hastings  says,  to  conceal  it  for  ever. 

He  certainly  has  it  in  his  power  not  only  to  keep  it 

ij**.     tock  and  bring  it  forward  at  his  own  times,  but  even  to 

9fmut,  ihift  and  reverse  the  relations  in  the  accounts  (as  Mr. 

0^  ^^'  Hastings  has  done)  in  what  manner  and  proportion  seem* 

good  to  him,  and  to  make  himself  alternately  debtor  or 

creditor  for  the  same  sums. 

Of  this  irregularity  Mr.  HastiiTgs  hinfself  afppears  in 
•ome  degree  sensible.  He  conceives  it  possible,  that  his 
transactions  of  this  nature  may,  to  the  court  of  directors, 
aeem  unsatisfactory.  He,  however,  puts  it  hypotbetf- 
Vide  cally : — "  If  to  you  (says  he)  who  are  accustom^  to  view 
business  in  an  official  aud  regular  light,  they  should  ap» 
pear  unprecedniledj  if  not  improper  J*^  He  just  conceives 
it  possible,  that  in  an  official  money  transaction  the  di- 
rectors may  expect  a  proceeding  official  and  regular. 
Id  what  other  lights  than  those  which  are  official  and 
regular,  matters  of  public  account  ought  to  be  regarded 
by  those  who  have  the  cliarge  of  them,  either  in  Bengal 
or  in  England,  does  not  appear  to  your  committee^ 
Any  other  is  certainly  "  unprecedented  and  improper  ;** 
and  can  only  serve  to  cover  fraud  both  in  the  receipt 
and  in  the  expenditure.  The  acquisition  of  58,000  ru- 
pees, or  near  6,000/.  which  appears  in  the  sort  ofunqf^ 
Vide  .r^*'^'  ^"^^  irregular  account^  that  he  furnishes  of  his  pre- 
w^  sents,  in  his  letter  of  May,  1782,  must  appear  extraordt- 
jNo.*3  '  nary  indeed  to  those  who  expect  from  men  in  office  some- 
thing official  and  something  regular.  ^^  This  sum  (says 
be)  I  received  while  I  was  on  my  jom'ney  to  Benares.*^ 
He  tells  it  with  the  same  careless  indifference  as  if  things 
of  this  kind  were  found  by  accident  on  the  high  road« 
Mr.  Hastings  did  not,  indeed  he  could  not,  doubt, 
that  this  unprecedented  and  improper  account  would  pro- 
duce much  Hiscu!9sion.  He  says,  "  why  these  sums  were 
taken  by  me ;  why  they  were  (except  the  second)  qtdeiljf 
•  tinnsferred  to  the  company's  account;  why  bonds  were 
taken  Cor  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest ;  might,  were  this 
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■natter  to  he  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  public, /leniiah 
a  varieiif  of  conjectures.^* 

This  matter  has  a[)peared,  sod  has  furnished,  as  it 
ought  to  do,  sometbiog  more  serious  thau  conjecturei. 
It  would  in  any  other  case  be  supposed,  that  Air.  Has- 
tings, expecting  such  inquiries,  and  considering  that  the 
questions  are  (even  as  they  are  imperfectly  stated  bf 
himaelf  t  far  from  frivolous,  would  condescend  to  give 
some  information  upon  them :  but  the  conclusion  of  a  seo- 
tence  so  importantly  begun,  and  which  leads  to  such  es- 
pectatioas,  is,  *'  that  to  thesie  conjectures  it  would  be  of 
little  use  to  reply." — Tiiis  is  all  he  says  to  public  coBr 
jectare. 

To  the  court  of  directors  he  is  very  little  more  com- 
plaisaot,  and  not  at  all  more  satisfactory;  he  states 
merely  as  a  supposition  tlieir  inquiry  concerning  matters 
of  which  he  positively  knew  that  they  iiad  called  for  an 
explapation.  He  knew  it,  t>ecause  he  presumed  to  cen- 
sure them  for  doing  so.  To  the  hypothesis  of  a  further 
inquiry  be  gives  a  conjectural  answer  of  such  a  kind,  as 
probably,  io  an  account  of  a  doubtful  transaction,  and  to 
a  superior,  was  never  done  before. 

•*  iVere  your  honourable  court  to  question  me  upoft  vkto 
tbese  points,  I  rvotdd  answer,  that  the  sums  were  taken  hIx^r. 
for  the  company's  benefit  at  times  in  which  the  company  ^^  ^ 
very  much  stood  in  need  of  them ;  that  I  either  chose  to 
conceal  the  first  recei]>ts  from  public  curiosity  by  re- 
ceiving bonds  for  the  amount ;  or  possibltf  acted  wilhovt 
any  studied  design^  which  my  memory  could  at  this  dia« 
lance  of  time  verify." 

He  here  professes  not  to  be  certain  of  the  motives  by 
which  he  was  himself  actuated  in  so  extraordinary  a  con- 
cealment,^ and^in  the  u^e  of  such  extraordinary  means  to 
cflect  it:  and,  as  if  the  acts  in  question  were  those  of  an 
absolute  stranger,  and  not  his  own,  he  gives  various  loose 
I'XMijectures  concerning  the  motive  to  them.  He  even 
supposes,  in  taking  presents  contrary  to  law,  and  in  taking 
bonds  for  them  as  liis  own,  contrary  to  w)iat  he  admits 
to  be  truth  and  fact,  that  he  might  have  acted  without 
any  distinct  motive  at  all,  or  at  least  such  as  his  memory 
could  reach  at  that  distance  of  time.  That  immense  dis* 
tanca^  in  the  laintness  of  which  his  recollection  issocom- 
|»leti!t/  lost  as  to  set  him  guessing  at  his  motives  for  his 
«»wn  conduct,  was  fiom  the  Bfteenth  of  January,  1781, 
when  the  bonds  at  his  own  request  were  given,  to  the 
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AtfeoTthis  letter,  which  »  the  22d  of  Mar,  1782;  that 
k  ti     a \ .  zi>juX  one  year  and  foar  months. 

As  to  the  ot!ier  sumi,  for  which  no  bood  was  taken, 
the  ground  for  the  difference  in  his  explanation  is  still  more 
extraordinary :  he  says,  **  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care 
JiljL   to  obser^'e  the  same  means  with  the  rest"      The  rest 
«x,  B.  of  these  sums,  which  were  not  worth  his  care,  are  stated 
HI  bis  ac  ount  to  be  greater  than  tliose  he  was  so  solicit- 
ous i  for  some  reason,  which  he  cannot  guess :  to  cover 
mder  bonds :  these  sums  amount  to  near  53,000/.  where- 
as the  others  did  not  much  exceed  40,000/.     For  these 
actions,  attended  with  these  explanations,  be  Tentares 
to  appeal  to  their  'the  directors'.)  breasts  for  a  candid 
Do.      interpretation;   and   that  *^he  assumes  the  freedom  to 
add,  that  he  thinks  himself  on  «ii  h  a  subject,  and  on 
atfcfc  an  occasion,  entitled  to  it :"  and  then,  as  if  he  had 

Csrformed  some  laudable  expbit,  in  the  accompanying 
iter  he  glories  in  the  integrity  of  his  conduct;  and, 
anticipating  his  triumph  over  injosticcandtheapplansea 
which,  at  a  future  time,  he  seems  confident  he  shall  re- 
mpm-  cehre,  says  lie,  ^'  the  applause  of  my  own  breast  is  mj 
^  "'  sorest  reward.     Your  applause,  and  that  of  my  country, 
is  my  next  wish  in  life."     He  declares,  in  that  very  let- 
ter, that  he  had  not  at  any  time  possessed  the  confidence 
writb  them,  which  they  never  withheld  from  the  meanest 
of  his  predecessors.     With  wishes  so  near  his  heart  per- 
petually disappointed,  and,  instead  of  applauses,  (as  he 
tells  Its)  receiving  notiiing  but  reproaches  and  disgrace- 
foi  epithets,  hb  steady  continuance  for  so  many  years  id 
«  their  service,  in  a  place  obnoxious  in  the  highest  degree 
to  suspicion  and  censure,  is  a  thing  altogether  singu- 
lar. 

It  appears  very  necessary  to  your  committee  to  ob- 
serve upon  the  great  leading  principles  which  Mr.  Has- 
tings assumes,  to  justify  the  irregular  taking  of  these  vast 
sums  of  money,  and  all  the  irregular  means  he  had  em- 
ployed to  cover  the  greater  part  of  it.  These  princi- 
ples are  the  more  necessary  to  be  inquired  into,  because, 
if  admitted,  they  will  serve  to  justify  every  species  of 
improper  conduct.  His  words  are,  ''  that  the  sources 
^  from  whicii  these  reliefs  to  the  public  service  have  come, 
would  never  have  yielded  them  to  the  company  publicly  ; 
and  that  the  exigencies  of  their  service  (exigencies  cre- 
ated by  the  exposition  of  their  affairs,  and  faction  ia 
their  divided  councils)  required  those  supplies.'' 
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'  As  to  the  first  of  these  extraordinary  positions,  jroor 
coaunittee  cannot  conceive  what  motive  could  actuate 
mny  native  of  India,  dependent  on  the  company,  in  as- 
ftisting  them  privately,  and  in  refusing  to  assist  them 
publicly.  If  the  transaction  was  fair  and  honest,  every 
native  mus4  have  been  desirous  of  making  merit  with 
the  great  governing  |M)wer.  If  be  gave  his  money  as  a 
free  gift,  he  might  value  himself  upon  very  honourable 
and  very  acceptable  service ;  if  he  lent  it  on  the  com- 
pany's bonds,  it  would  still  have  t>een  of  service,  and  be 
might  also  receive  eight  per  cent,  for  his  money.  No 
native  could  ^without  some  interested  view)  give  to  the 
governor  general  what  he  would  refuse  to  tiie  compaDy» 
as  a  grant,  or  even  as  a  loan.  It  is  plain,  that  the  pow- 
ers of  government  must,  in  some  way  or  other,  be  un- 
derstood by  the  natives  to  be  at  sale.  The  governor 
general  says,  that  he  took  the  money  with  an  original 
destinatioa  to  the  pur|)oscs,  to  which,  he  asserts,  he  has 
since  applied  it.  But  tliis  original  destination  was  in  his 
own  mind  only,  not  declared,  nor  by  him  pretended  to 
be  declared,  to  the  party  who  gave  the  presents,  and 
who  could  perceive  nothing  in  it  but  money  paid  to  the 
supreme  magistrate  for  iiis  own  private  emolument.  All 
that  the  natives  could  possibly  perceive  in  such  a  trans- 
action, must  be  highly  dishonourable  to  the  company's 
government;  for  they  must  conceive,  when  they  gave 
money  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  they  bought  from  Mr.  Has- 
tings either  what  was  their  own  right,  or  something  that 
was  not  so;  or  that  they  redeemed  themselves  from 
some  acta  of  rigour  inflicted,  threatened,  or  appreliended. 
If,  in  the  first  case,  Mr.  Hastings  gave  them  tlie  object, 
for  which  they  bargained,  iiis  act,  however  proper,  was 
corrupt ;  if  he  did  not,  it  was  both  corrupt  and  fraudu^ 
Jent :  if  the  money  was  extorted  by  force  or  threats,  it 
was  oppressive  and  tyrannical.  The  very  nature  of 
auch  transactions  has  a  tendency  to  teach  the  natives  to 
pay  a  corrupt  court  to  the  servants  of  the  company ; 
and  they  must  thereby  be  rendered  less  willing,  or  less 
atile,  or  perhaps  both,  to  fulfil  their  engagements  to  the 
Htate.  Mr.  Scott's  evidence  asserts,  that  they  would 
rather  give  to  Mr.  Hastings,  than  lend  to  the  company. 
It  is  very  probable ;  but  it  is  a  demonstration  of  their 
opinion  of  his  power  and  corruption,  and  of  the  weak 
and  precarious  state  of  the  company's  authority. 

The  second  principle  assumed  by  Mr.  Hastings  for 
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his  justification ;  namely,  that  factious  opposition,  and  % 
divided  government,  might  create  exigencies  requiring 
supplies,  is  full  as'daogerous  as  the  first :  for  if,  in  the  di- 
visions, which  must  arise  in  ail  councils,  one  member  of 
government,  when  he  thinks  others  factiously  disposed^ 
shall  be  entitled  to  take  money  privately  from  the  sub> 
ject,  for  the  purposes  of  his  politics,  and  thereby  to  dia* 
pense  with  an  act  of  parliament,  pretences  for  that  end 
cannot  be  wanting.  A  dispute  may  always  be  raised  in 
council,  in  order  to  cover  oppression  and  peculation  else* 
where.  But  these  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings  tend  en- 
tirely to  destroy  the  character  and  functions  of  a  coun* 
cil,  and  to  vest  them  with  one  of  the  dissentient  mem- 
bers. Tlie  law  has  placed  the  sense  of  the  whole  in  the 
majority ;  and  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  suffered,  that  any 
of  the  members  should  privately  raise  money  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  defeating  that  sense,  or  for  promotipg 
designs  that  are  contrary  to  it :  a  more  alarming  assump* 
tion  of  power,  in  an  individual  member  of  any  delibe* 
rattve  or  executive  body,  cannot  be  imagined.  Mr.  Has* 
tings  had  no  right,  in  order  to  clear  himself  of  pecula^ 
tion,  to  criminate  the  majority  with  faction.  No  mem* 
ber  of  any  body,  out-voted  on  a  question,  has,  or  cap 
have  a  right  to  direct  any  part  of  his  public  conduct  by 
that  principle.  The  members  of  the  council  had  % 
common  superior,  to  whom  they  might  appeal  in  their 
mutual  charges  of  faction — they  did  so  frequently ;  and 
the  imputation  of  faction  has  almost  always  been  laid  on 
Mr.  Hastings  himself. 

But  there  were  periods,  very  distinguished  periods 
too,  in  the  records  of  the  company,  in  which  the  clan- 
destine taking  of  money  could  not  be  supported  ereo 
by  this  pretence.  Mr.  Hastings  has  been  charged  with 
yarious  acts  of  peculation,  perpetrated  at  a  time  he  could 
not  excuse  himself  by  the  plea  of  any  public  purpose  to 
be  carried  on,  or  of  any  faction  in  council,  by  wnich  it 
was  traversed.  It  may  be  necessary  here  to  recal  Ui 
the  recollection  of  the  bouse,  that  on  the  cry  which 
prevailed,  pf  the  ill  practices  of  the  company's  servanta 
in  India  (which  general  cry,  in  a  great  measure,  produced 
the  regulating  act  of  1773)  the  court  of  directora,  in 
their  instructions  of  the  29th  of  March,  1774,  gave  it 
as  an  injunction  to  the  council  general,  that  '^  they  imr 
7nediaiely  cause  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be  made  into  aU 
eppressioDB^  which  may  have  been  ^oowitted  either 
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igaidst  natives  or  Europeans,  and  ioto  all  abuses  which 
may  have  prevailed  in  the  collectioD  of  the  revenues,  or 
any  part  of  the  civil  government  of  the  presidency  ;  and 
that  you  communicate  to  us  all  informationy  which  you 
tnay  be  able  to  obtain  relative  thereto,  or  any  embezzle* 
ment  or  dissipation  of  the  company's  money."  ^ 

In  this  inquiry*  by  far  the  most  important  abuse, 
which  appeared,  on  any  of  the  above  heads,  was  that 
which  was  charged  relative  to  the  sale  in  gross,  by  Mr* 
Hastings,  of  nothing  less  than  the  whole  authority  of  the 
country  government,  in  the  disposal  of  the  guardianship 
of  the  nabob  of  Bengal. 

The  present  nabob,  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah,  was  a  minor 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  title  and  office  of  subadar  of 
the  three  provinces,  in  1770.  Although  in  a  state  mp-^ 
proaching  to  subjection,  still  his  rank  and  character  were 
important.  Much  was  necessarily  to  depend  upon  m 
person,  who  was  to  preserve  the  moderation  of  a  sove^ 
reign,  not  supported  by  intrinsic  power;  and  yet  to 
maintain  the  dignity  necessary  to  carry  on  the  represen- 
tation of  political  government,  as  well  as  the  substance 
of  the  whole  criminal  justice  of  a  great  country.  A 
good  education,  conformably  to  the  maxims  of  his  reli- 
gion, and  the  manners  of  his  people,  was  necessary  to  eth 
able  him  to  611  that  delicate  place  with  reputation  either 
to  the  Mahometan  government,  of  to  ours.  He  had  still 
to  manage  a  revenue  not  inconsiderable,  which  remained 
as  the  sole  resource  for  the  languishing  dignity  of  per- 
sons any  way  distinguished  in  rank  among  Mussulmen^ 
who  were  all  attached  and  clung  to  him.  These  conti* 
derations  rendered  it  necessary  to  put  his  person  and  af« 
fairs  into  proper  hands.  They  ought  to  have  been  men, 
who  were  able,  by  the  gravity  of  their  rank  and  charac- 
ter, to  preserve  his  morals  from  the  contagion  of  low  and 
vicious  company ;  men,  who,  by  their  integrity  and  firm- 
ness, might  be  enabled  to  resist  in  some  degree  the  rapa« 
tity  of  Europeans ;  as  well  as  to  secure  the  remainuig 
fragments  of  hia  property  from  the  attempts  of  the  na- 
y'  tives  themselves,  who  must  lie  under  strong  temptation 
Z'  of  taking  their  share  in  the  last  pillage  of  a  decaying 
house. 

The  directors  were  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  such  an  arrangement*  Your  committee  find,  that  on 
the  26th  of  August,  1777,  they  gave  instructions  to  the 
presideiit  and  council  to  appoint  ^  a  minister  to  transact 
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the  polilical  aSairs  of  the  circar  [government]  ;  and  to 
select  for  that  purpose  some  person  well  qualified  for  the 
affairs  of  government,  to  be  the  minister  of  the  govern-^ 
ment,  and  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority." 

The  order  was  so  distinct  as  not  to  admit  of  a  mis- 
take ;  it  was  (for  its  matter)  provident  and  well  consider- 
ed ;  and  the  trust,  which  devolved  on  Mr.  Hastings,  was 
of  such  a  nature  as  might  well  stimulate  a  man,  sensible 
to  reputation,  to  fulfil  it  in  a  manner  agreeably  to  the  di- 
rections he  had  received,  and  not  only  above  just  cause 
of  exception,  but  out  of  the  reach  of  suspicion  and  ma- 
lice. In  that  situation,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  he  would 
cast  his  eyes  uiion  men  of  tbe  first  repute  and  conside- 
ration among  the  Mussulmen  of  higli  rank. 

Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  directing  his  eyes  to  tlie  dur- 
bar, employed  his  researches  in  the  seraglio.  In  the  in- 
most recesses  of  that  place  he  discovered  a  woman,  se- 
cluded from  the  intercourse,  and  shut  up  from  the  eyes 
of  men,  whom  he  found  to  correspond  with  the  orders  be 
bad  received  from  the  directors,  as  a  person  well  *'  quali- 
fied for  the  affairs  of  government,  fit  to  be  a  minister  of 
government,  and  the  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority." 
This  woman  he  solemnly  invests  witli  these  functions ; 
he  appoints  Kajah  Gourdas,  whom  some  time  after  he 
himself  qualified  with  a  description  of  a  young  man  of 
mean  abilities,  to  be  her  duan  or  steward  of  the  house- 
hold. The  rest  of  the  arrangement  was  correspondent 
to  this  disposition  of  the  principal  offices. 

It  seems  not  to  have  been  lawful  or  warrantable  in  Mr. 
Hastings  to  set  aside  tlie  arrangement  positively  pre- 
scribed by  the  court  of  directors,  whicli  evidently  point- 
ed to  a  man,  not  to  any  woman  whatever.  As  a  woman 
confined  in  the  female  apartment,  the  lady  he  appointed 
could  not  be  competent  to  iiold,  or  qualified  to  exercise^ 
•ny  active  employment ;  she  stood  in  need  of  guardians 
for  herself,  and  had  not  the  ability  for  the  guardianship 
of  a  person  circumstanced  as  the  soubah  was.  Oenerml 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  declare  ia 
their  minute,  ^'  that  they  believe  there  never  was  an  in- 
stance in  India  of  such  a  trust  so  disposed  of  Mr* 
Hastings  has  produced  no  precedent  in  answer  to  this  ob- 
jection. 

It  will  be  proper  to  state  to  the  house  the  situation 
and  circumstances  of  the  women  principally  concerned^ 
who  were  in  the  seraglio  of  Jaffier  Ali  Khan  at  his  death. 
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The  first  of  these  was  called  Munoy  Begum,  a  person 
originalFy  born  of  poor  and  obscure  parents,  who  deliver- 
ed her  over  to  the  conductress  of  a  company  of  dancing 
girls;  in  which  profession  being  called  to  exhibit  at  a 
festival,  the  late  nabob  took  a  liking  to  her,  and,  after 
some  cohabitation,  she  obtained  siich  influence  over  him, 
that  he  took  her  for  one  of  liis  wives,  and  (she  seems  to 
have  been  the  &vourite)  put  her  at  the  head  of  his  haram ; 
and  having  a  son  by  her,  this  son  succeeded  to  his  autho- 
rity and  estate ;  Munny  Begum,  the  mother,  being  by 
his  will  a  devisee  of  considerable  sums  of  money,  and 
other  eflects,  ou  whicli  he  left  a  charge,  which  has  since 
been  applied  to  the  service  of  the  East-India  Company. 
The  son  of  this  lady  dying ;  and  a  son  by  another  wife 
succeeding,  ^nd  dying  also,  the  present  nabob,  Mobareck. 
ul  Dowlah,  ton  by  a  third  wife,  succeeded.  This  wo- 
man was  then  alive,  and  in  the  seraglio. 

If  was  Munny  Begum,  that  Mr.  Hastings  chose,  and 
not  the  natural  mother  of  the  nabob.  Whether,  having 
chosen  a  woman  in  defiance  of  the  company's  orders,  and 
in  passing  by  the  natural  parent  of  the  minor  prince,  he 
was  influenced  by  respect  for  the  disposition  made  by  the 
deceased  nabob  during  his  life,  or  by  otlier  motives,  the 
honse  will  determine  upon  a  view  of  the  facts  which  fol- 
low. It  will  be  matter  of  inquiry,  when  the  question  is 
stated  upon  the  appointment  of  a  step-mother,  in  excln* 
sion  of  the  parent,  whether  the  usage  of  the  east  con- 
stantly adthorizes  the  continuance  of  that  same  distribu- 
tion of  rank  and  power,  which  was  settled  in  the  seraglio 
during  the  life  of  a  deceased  prince,  and  which  was  found 
so  setUed  at  bis  death,  and  afterwards,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  mother  of  the  successor.  In  case  of  female  guar- 
diansbipt  her  claim  seems  to  be  a  right  of  nature;  and 
which  nothing  but  a  very  clear  positive  law  will  (if  that 
can)  anthoriae  the  departure  from.  The  history  of 
Munny  Begum  is  stated  on  the  records  of  the  council 
general,  and  no  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  con^ 
IroTcrt  the  triithof  it. 

That  was  charged  by  the  majority  of  council  \o  have 
happened,  a-hich  might  be  expected  inevitably  to  hap- 
pen; the  care  of  the  nabob^s  education  was  grossly  ne^ 
elected,  and  his  fortune  as  grossly  mismanaged  and  em* 
beuled.  What  connexion  this  waste  and  embezzlemeat 
bid  with  the  subsequent  events,  the  honse  will  judge* 
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On  the  2d  of  May,  ]775»  Mr.  James  Grant,  •ccmnf' 
tut  to  the  proTincial  council  of  Moonhedabad,  produced 
1o  the  governor  general,  and  council  certain  Persian  p*- 
perSv  which  stated  nine  lacks  of  rupees  fupwarda  of  nioe^ 
tj  thousand  pounds  sterling;  received  by  Munny  Begum^ 
on  her  appointment  to  the  management  of  the  Nabob's 
lMNnehold»  over  and  above  the  balance  due  at  that  time, 
and  not  accounted  for  by  her.  These  Grant  had  received 
from  Nuned  Roy»  who  had  been  a  writer  in  the  begum's 
treasury  office.  Both  3Ir.  Grant  and  Nuned  Roy  were 
called  before  the  boardy  and  examined  respecting  the  au« 
thenticity  of  the  papers.^  Among  other  circumstances 
teodjiig  to  establish  the  credit  of  these  papera,  it  am[>earB 
tiiat  Mr.  Grant  offered  to  make  oath,  that  the  chief  eu* 
noch  of  the  begum  had  come  to  him,  on  purpose  to  pre- 
vail on  him  not  to  send  the  papers ;  and  had  declared, 
tkai  the  accounts  were  not  to  be  disputed. 

On  the  9th  of  May  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  of 
the  board,  against  the  opinion  and  solemn  protest  of  the 
governor  gpneraT,  that  a  gentleman  should  be  sent  up  to 
the  city  of  Moorshedabad,  ta  demand  of  Munny  Begum 
the  accounts  of  tlie  nizamut  and  household  from  April, 
1764  to  the  latest  period  to  which  they  could  be  closed, 
and  to  devest  the  begum  of  the  office  of  guardian  to  tbe 
nabob ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Goring  was  appointed  tor  this 
purpose. 

The  preceding  facts  are  slated  to  the  house,  not  as  the 
foundation  of  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  begum, 
but  as  they  lead  to,  and  are  therefore  necessary  to  ex* 
plain  by  what  means  a  discovery  was  made  of  a  sum  ot 
money  given  by  her  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

Mr.  Goring's  first  letter  from  the  city,  dated  17th 
May,  1776,  mentions,  among  other  par ticulara,  the  yoniq^ 
nabob's  joy  at  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  Momiy 
Begum ;  the  mean  and  indigent  state  of  confinement  ib 
which  he  was  kept  by  her ;  the  distress  of  his  mother  ^ 
and  that  he  had  told  Mr.  Goring,  that  the  **  begiim*t 
eunuch  had  instructed  the  servants  not  to  suffer  him  ta 
learn  any  thins  by  which  he  might  make  himself  acquaint- 
ed'with  business:"  and  he  adds,  *<  Indeed  I  believe  there 
is  great  truth  in  it,  as  his  excellency  seems  to  be  igno- 
rant of  almost  every  thing  a  man  of  his  rank  ought  ta 
Icnow ;  not  from  a  want  of  understanding,  but  of  beuoig 
jproperly  educated." 
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•Oo  tbe  Sfst  of  May  Mr.  Goring  transmitted  to  tW 
governor  general  and  council  an  account  of  sums  given 
hj  tbe  begum,  under  her  seal,  delivered  to  Mr.  Goring 
by  tbe  nabob  in  her  apartments.  Tbe  account  is  tl 
follows : 

MEMORANDUM  of  disbursements  to  English  gentle^ 
men^  from  the  nabob's  aircar,  in  the  Bengal  year  1179. 


To  the  governor,  Mr.  Hastings,  for  an  enter- 

Uinment 150,000 

To  Mr.  Middle  ton,  on  account  of  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  -by  Baboo  Begum      -       1 50,0Q0 

Rujpees     300,000 


When  this  paper  was  delivered,  tlte  governor  general 
Mioved,  that  Mr.  Goring  might  be  asked.  How  he  came 
by  it?  and,  oil  n'W  account  this  partial  selection  was 
made  by  him.^  Also,  that  the  begum  should  be  desired 
to  explain  the  sum  Laid  to  his  charge  ;  and  that  he  should 
ask  the  nabob  or  the  begum  their  reasons  for  delivering 
this  separate  account. 

The  substance  of  the  governor's  proposal  was  agreed 
to.  .' . 

Mr.  Goring's  afisvrer  to  this  requisition  of  the  board  is 
as  follows : 

**  In  compliance  with  your  order9,  to  explain  the  deli- 
very of  tbe  paper  containing  an  account  of  three  lacks  of 
rupees,  I  am  to  inform  you  it  took  its  rise  fi-om  a  message 
sent  me  by  the  begum,  requesting  I  would  interest  my- 
self with  the  nabob,  to  have  Akbar  Ally  Kh&n  released 
to  her  for  a  few  hours,  having  something  of  importance 
to  communicate  to  me,  on  which  slie  wislied  to  consult 
.  him.     Thinking  the  service  might  be  benefited  by  it,  I 
accordingly  desired  tbe  nabob  would  be  pleased  to  de- 
liver him  to  my  charge,  engaging  to  return  him  the  same 
night ;  which  I  did.     I  Iieard  no  more  till  next  day,  when 
the  begum  requested  to  see  his  excellency  aud  myself,, 
desiring  Akbar  Ally  might  attend. 

^'  On  our  first  meeting,  she  entered  into  a  long  detaH 
of  her  administration,  endeavouring  to  represent  it  in  the 
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fiufest  light ;  at  last  she  came  to  the  point,  and  told  me, 
mj  urgent  and  repeated  remonstrances  to  her  to  be  in* 
fiinned  how  the  balance  arose,  of  which  I  was  to  inquire, 
ipduced  her  from  memory  to  say  what  she  had  herself 
given ;  then  mentioning  the  sum  of  a  lack  and  a  half  to 
the  governor,  to  feast  him  whilst  he  staid  there;  and  a 
bck  and  a  half  to1\Ir,  Middleton,  by  the  hands  of  Baboo; 
3kgum.  As  I  looked  on  this  no  more  than  a  matter  of 
conversation,  I  arose  to  depart,  but  was  detained  by  the 
]pegum's  requesting  the  nabob  to  come  to  her ;  a  scene 
df  weeping  and  complaint  then  began,  which  made  me 
itSI  more  impatient  to  be  gone ;  and  I  repeatedly  sent  to 
his  excellency  for  that  purpose ;  he  at  last  came  out  and 
delivered  me  a  paper  I  sent  you,  declaring  it  waa  given 
him  by  the  begum  to  be  delivered  mc." 

Munny  Begum  also  wrote  a  letter  to  General  Ciaveringi 
in  which  she  directly  asserts  the  same. 

<^  Mr.  Goring  has  pressed  roe  on  the  subject  of  the  ba- 
lances; in  answer  to  which  I  informed  him,  that  all  the 
particulars  being  on  record,  would,  in  the  course  of  the 
inqniry  appear  from  the  papers,  lie  accordingly  re* 
ceived  from  the  nabob  Mobarek  ul  Dowlah  a  list  of  three 
lacks  of  rupees  given  to  the  governor  and  Mr.  Middle- 
Ion.  I  noipr  send  you  enclosed  a  list  of  the  dates  when 
It  was  presented,  and,  through  whose  means,  which  you 
will  receive.'* 

The  governor  general  then  desired  that  the  feOowing 
qnestiona  might  be  proposed  to  the  begum  by  Mr.  Mar* 
tin,  then  resident  at  the  Durbar. 

Ist.  Was  any  appiicatk>n  made  to  you  for  the  acceuot, 
which  you  have  delivered  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  aaid 
to  have  been  paid  to  the  governor  and  Mr.  Mididleton.  or 
did  you  deliver  the  account  of  your  own  free  will,  and 
unsolicited  f 

2d.  In  what  manner  was  the  applicatk>n  made  to  yim ; 
and  by  whom? 

8d.  On  what  account  was  the  sum  of  one  and  half  lacks 

Elven  to  tJie  governor  general,  ii*hich  you  have  laid  tp 
is  account  ?  Was  it  in  consequence  of  any  requisition 
from  Jiim,  or  of  any  previous  agreement,  or  of  any  estab- 
lished usage  ? 

The  governor  general  objected  strongly  to  Mr.  Qoring^a 
being  present  when  the  questions  were  put  to  the  begum ; 
but  it  was  insisted  on  by  the  majority,  and  it  was  resolved 
accordingly,  that  he  ought  to  be  present.    The  reasons 
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cA  Mk  Vides  will  best  appear  by  the  copy  of  the  debate 
imeffled  in  the  appendix. 

The  beganri'i  auflwer  to  the  preceding  questibm,  ad* 
dreised  te  the  governor  general  and  councily  where  it 
toacii^  the  substance,  was  aa  follows : 

'^  The  case  is  this :  Mr.  Goring*  on  his  arrival  here, 
j^tiaU  tli^. papers f  and  Hcund  them  ttnder  his  tseali 
ojmI  all  flm  mtU8Hddi€$  [clerks  or  accmmianis]  atlendei 
Aun/oiul  crpitfiMed  to  him  .all  the  particulars  of  them. 
Mr.  GoriBg  iifquired  of  me  concerning  the  arrears  Amh 
to  Ibeaepoysi  &c.  observing  that  the  uisanlkiit  andbheht 
mooey  [iiabob*s  allowance]  was  received  from  thecom- 
paov^  frdm  whence  then  could  the  balance  arise  ?-«-l 
made  aowwer,  that  tlie  sum  waa>not  adequate  to  the  ex- 
penses. Mr.  Goring  then  asked,  wbat  are  those  expenses 
which- exceed  the  sum  received  from  the  company? 
1  leplied,  all  ike  pariicuUtrs  ivill  be  found  in  the  papers. 
Thetffiiir  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  on  account  ofen» 
f^iriaimm^t  for  the  g&venior  and  Mr.  Middleton,  has 
been,  1  Ml  told,  related  to  you  by  Rajah  Gourdass;  b^ 
side  wlfichy  there  are  many  other  expenses,  which  will 
appear  fton  the  papers.  As  the  custom  of  entertain- 
pent  m  of  long  staoding,  and  accordingly  every  govemor 
of  Caitiilta^  who  came  to  Moorshedebad,  received  ii 
^uly-flum  of  two  thousand  ropees  for  entertainment^ 
wbick  Iras  in  fact  instead  of  provisions ;  and  the  laefc 
and  tnJhalf  of  rupees,  laid  to  Mr.  Middleton's  charge^ 
waa  a  pmemt  on  aecoimt  of  an  agreemeni  entered  into  hg 
tks  Bhms  BeffWHy  I  therefore  af&ced  my  seal  to  the  ac« 
coanty  and  forwarded  it  to  Mr.  Goring  by  means  of  tho 
nateb." 

IB  thii  anawer,  the  accounts  given  to  Mr.  Goring  shct 
aaMrte  to  bt  genuine.     They  are  explained,  in  all  the 

?irticulan,  1^  all  the  secretaries  and  clerks  in  office, 
b^  are  secured  under  Mr.  Goring's  seal.  To  thenl 
«he  refers  for  every  thing ;  to  them  she  refers  for  thai 
three  hcki  of  rupees  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
]ilidiHetoD«  It  is  impossible  to  combine  togeth.er  a  cleaN 
«r  body  of  proof,  composed  of  record  of  oflSce  and  ver- 
Ami  teatimoiiy,  mutually  supporting  and  illustrating  each 
^^her. 

The  house  will  observe,  that  the  receipt  of  the  mo- 
Sey  is  indirectly  admitted  by  one  of  the  governor's  own 
^yieatioiis  to  Munny  Begum. 

If  the  money  WM  net  received,-  it  would  have  beM 
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dbsnrd  to  ask,  on  what  aceovmi  UfDos  given T  BoQi  <he 
questioD  and  the  answer  relate  to  aome  established  mage, 
Ike  appeal  to  which  might  possiblj  be  used  to  jnttiTy 
tke  acceptance  of  the  money,  if  it  was  accepted ;  bat 
would  be  saperfluoas,  and  no  waj  applicable  to  the 
charge,  if  the  money  was  never  given. 

On  this  point,  your  committee  will  only  add,  that,  in 
all  the  controversy  between  Mr.  Hastmgs  and  the  ma- 
jority  of  the  council,  he  ino  yvftere  deiites  iht  receipt  of 
iU$  money.  In  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  of 
tke3l8t  cf  July,  1775,  he  says,  that  the  begUra  was 
compelled,  by  the  ill  treatment  of  one  .of  her  aervants, 
which  he  calls  a  species  of  iorlure^  to  deliver  the  paper 
to  Mr.  Goring ;  but  he  do  wiiere  affirms,  that  the  eon* 
tents  of  the  paper  were  false. 

On  this  conduct,  the  majority  remark,  **  We  confess 
it  appears  very  extraordinary,  that  Mr.  Hastings  should 
employ  so  much  time  and  labour  to  show  that  the  disco- 
Tories  against  him  have  been  obtained  by  iropropet 
Means,  but  that  he  should  take  no  step  whatsoever  to  iiw 
woHAfUe  the  trvih  of  them.  He  does  not  deny  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  money ;  the  begum^s  answers  to  tfie  qoee- 
tfains,  put  to  her  at  hm  own  desire,  make  it  impeaiible 
that  he  should  deny  it.  It  seems,  he  has  formed  some 
plan  of  defence  against  this  and  similar  chargea,  which 
oe  thinks  will  avail  him  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  which 
it  would  be  imprudent  in  him  to  anticipate  at  this  time. 
If  he  has  not  received  the  money,  we  see  no  reaaoB  fiir 
such  a  guarded  and  cautious  method  of  proceeding.  An 
innocent  man  would  take  a  shorter  and  easier  conrsel 
He  would  voluntarily  exculpate  himself  by  hb  oath.'| 
'  Your  committee  entertain  doubts  whether  the  iffasul 
to  exculpate  by  oath  can  be  used  as  a  circnmatance  to 
infer  any  presumption  of  guilt.  But  where  the  charge 
JH  direct,  specific,  circumstantial,  sujpported  by  papers 
and  verbal  testimony,  made  before  his  hwAil  supenorSy 
to  whom  he  was  accountable,  by  persons  competent  to 
charge ;  if  innocent,  he  was  obliged  at  least  to  oppose  to 
it  m  clear  and  formal  denial  of  the  bet,  and  to  make  m 
demand  for  inquiry.  But  if  he  does  not  deny  the  bet, 
and  eludes  inquiry,  just  presumptions  will  be  raised 
against  him. 

,  Your  committee,  willing  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  a 
asode  of  corruption,  deep  and  dlangerous  in  the  act  Wl 
the  example,  being  informed  that  Mr.  Goring  was  in 
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Xjoodmf  retolved  to  examine  him  opon  the  subject.  Bfr* 
Goring  not  00I7  agreed  with  all  the  foregoiog  particulanii 
but  even  produced  to  your  committee,  what  he  declared 
to  be  the  original  Persian  papers  in  his  hands,  delivered 
firoB  behind  the  curtain,  through  the  nabob  himself; 
who  having  privilege  as  a  son-in-law,  to  enter  the  wo- 
men's apartment,  received  them  from  Munny  Begum,  as 
authentic ;  the  woman  all  the  while  lamenting  the  I^^ 
of  her  power  with  many  tears  and  much  vociferation. 
She  appears  to  have  been  induced  to  make  discov.ery  cf 
the  above  practices,  in  order  to  clear  herself  of  the  no* 
torious  embezzlement  of  the  nabob's  effects. 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr*  Baber 
oa  this  subject,  they  also  produced  a  Persian  paper, 
which  Mr.  Baber  said  he  had  received  from  the  hancis  of 
a  servant  of  Munny  Begum;  and  along  with  it  a  paper, 
purporting  to  be  a  translation  into  English  of  the  Persian 
original.  In  the  paper  given  as  the  translation,  Munny 
B^um  is  made  to  allege  many  matters  of  hardship  and 
cruelty  ^unst  Mr.  Goring,  and  an  attempt  to  compel 
her  to  attke  out  a  false  account ;  but  does  not  at  all  de* 
oy  the  giving  the  money — ^very  far  from  it.  She  ia 
ntde  to  assert,  indeed,  ^*  that  Mr.  Goring  desired  her  to 
Dut  down  three  lacks  of  rupees,  as  divided  between  Mrw 
Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton.  I  begged  to  be  excused ; 
obaervii^  to  him,  that  this  money  liad  neither  been  ten 
dered  or  accepUd  with  any  criminal  or  improper  view. 
After  some  lively  expressions  in  the  European  manner, 
she  says,  ^  that  it  had  been  customary  to  furnish  a  tablo 
ibr  the  governor  and  his  attendants,  during  their  stay  at 
coortr  With  respect  to  the  sum  nientioned  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton, it  was  a  free  gift  from  my  own  privy  purse*  Pur-' 
buram  leplied,  he  understood  this  money  to  be  paid  to 
these  geatlemen,  as  a  gratuity  for  secret  services  ;  and 
as  such  he  should  assuredly  represent  it."  Here  the 
payments  to  Mr.  Hastings  are  fully  admitted,  and  ex* 
cined  aa  agreeable  to  usage,  and  for  keeping  a  table.  Tlid> 
yreaent  to  Mr.  Middleton  ia  justified  as  a  free  gift.  The 
]paper  produced  by  Mr.  Scott  is  not  referred  to  by  your 
committee  as  of  any  weight,  but  to  show  that  it  does  not' 
^[Nrove  what  it  is  produced  to  prove. 

Your  committee,  on  reading  the  paper  delivered  in  bf 
3Af.  Scott  as  a  translation,  perceive  it  to  be  written  iw 

style  which  they  conceived  was  little  to  be  expected 

a  bithfiil  translation  from  a  Persian  original^  bemg  liiH. 
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of  quaint  terms  and  idiomatic  phrases,  which  stronglj. 
bespeak  English  habits  in  the  way  of  thinking,  and  of 
English  fieculiarities  and  aflectatk>ns  in  the  expression. 
Struck  with  these  strong  interna!  marks  of  a  siispiciotn 

Eiece,  tiiey  turned  to  ttie  Persian  manuscript  produced 
y  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Baber,  and  comparing  it  with 
Mr«  Ooring*s  papers,  Ihey  found  the  latter  carefully 
Healed  u*)on  every  leaf;  as  they  believe  is  the  practice 
universal  in  all  authentic  pieces.  Tliey  found  on  the 
fbriDei:  no  seal  or  signature  whatsoever,  either  at  the  top 
or  bottom  of  the  scroll.  This  circumstance  of  a  want 
bf  signature  not  only  takes  away  all  authority  from  the 
piece  as  evidence,  but  strongly  confirmed  the  stispiciona 
Entertained  by  your  committee,  on  reading  the  transla-^ 
tfain  of  unwarrantable  practices  in  tlie  whole  conduct  of 
this  business,  even  if  the  translation  should  be  found  sub-' 
•fmtiaily  to  agree  with  the  original,  mch  an  original  aa 
it  »•  The.  Persian  roll  is  in  the  custody  ef  the  clerk 
idt  your  committee  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Baber  and  Mr.  Scott,  being  examined  on  these 
inaterial  defects  in  the  authentication  of  a  paper,  pro- 
duced by  them  as  autiientic,  could  gite  no  sort  oi  ac- 
count  how  it  happened  to  be  without  a  signature;  nor 
did  Mr.  Baber  explain  liow  he  came  to  accept,  and  use 
It  in  that  condition. 

On  the  whole,  your  committee  conceive,  that  all  the 
pftrts  of  the  transaction,  as  they  appear  in  the  company 's 
records,  are  consistent,  and  mutually  throw  light  on  eadr 
other. 

The  court  of  directors  order  the  president  and  coun- 
cil to  appoint  a  minister  to  transact  the  poUiieal  afiaira 
of  the  government,  and  to  select,  for  that  purpose,  some 
person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and 
to  be  the  minister  of  government.  Mr.  Hastings  aelecta 
for  the  minister,  so  described,  and  so  qualified,  a  woman 
locked  up  in  a  seraglio.  He  is  ordered  to  appoint  a  piar^ 
dian  to  the  nabob's  minority.  Mr.  Hastings  passes  by 
hn  natural  parent,  and  appoints  another  woman.  These 
acta  would,  of  themselves,  have  been  liable  to  suspicion  ; 
but  a  great  deficiency  or  embenlement  soon  appears  in 
this  woman's  account.  To  exculpate  herself,  she  vohin^' 
tArily  declares,  that  she  gave  a  considerable  sum  to  Mr.  . 
Hastings,  who  never  once  denies  the  receipt.  The  ac« 
count  given  by  the  principal  living  witness  of  the  trans- 
aetloB,  in  hh  evidence,  is  perfectly  coherent  and  con- 
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»\stent  with  the  recorded  part.  The  original  accoiinttt 
alleged  to  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  were 
produced  by  hirii,  properly  sealed  and  authenticateil. 
Nothing  is  oppose<l  to  all  this,  but  a  paper  withoa^ 
signature,  and  therefore  of  no  authority,  attended  with  a 
translation  of  a  very  extraordinary  appearance ;  an4 
this  papier,  in  apologizing  for  it,  confirms  the  facts  beyond 
m  doubt. 

Finally,  your  committee  examined  the  principal  living 
witBess  of  the  transaction,  and  find  his  evidence  consist* 
enl  with  the  record.  Your  committee  received  the  ori- 
ginal accoiifXa  alleged  to  be  delivered  by  the  lady  ia 
question^  properly  sealed  and  authenticated ;  and  find 
opposed  to  Ihem,  nothing  but  a  paper  witiiout  a  sigoa- 
iure,  and  therefore  of  no  uiithority,  attended  with  a  tranih 
latitfn  ofa  very  extraordinary  appearance.  , 

In  JBurope,  the  directors  ordered  opinions  to  be  taken 
bn  a  prosecution ;  they  received  one  doubtful,  and  three 
positively  for  it. 

They  write,  in  their  lelter  of  5ih  February,  i777,  pa^ 
ragraphs  32  and  33:  '<  Although  it  is  rather  our  wish  td 
prevent  evils  in  future  than  to  enter  into  a  severe  retrpr 
spection  of  the  past,  and,  where  facts  are  doubtful,  Of 
attended  with  alleviating  circumstances,  to  proceed  witH 
lenity,  rather  than  to  prosecute  with  rigour ;  yet  some 
of  the  caies  are  so  flagrantly  corrupt,  and  others  attendea 
with  circunistances  so  oppressive  to  the  inhabitants,  that 
it  would  be.unjj||i,t  to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  go  un^ 
punished.  The'pniicipal  facts  have  been  communicated 
to  our  ^solicitor,  trhose  report,  confirmed  by  oiir  stand- 
ing counsel,  we  send  you  by  the  present  conveyance  i 
authorizing  yoii,  at  the  same  time,  to  take  sucli  steps  at 
shall  appear  proper  to  be  pursued. 

**  If  ire  find  it  necessaiy,  we  shall  return  you  the  ori- 
ginal covenants  of  such  of  our  servants  as  remain  in  India, 
and  have  been  anyways  concerned  in  the  undue  receipc 
of  money,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  recover  tlie  same  for 
the  nse  of  the  company  by  a  suit  or  suits  at  law,  to  be 
instituted  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  in  bengal/' 

Your  committee  do  not  find  tiiat  the  covenants  have 
been  sent,  or  that  any  prosecution  has  been  begun. 

A  vast  scene  of  further  peculation  and  con  U|)tioni  al 
^ell  in  this  business  as  in  several  otbfer  instances,  ap- 

^ReUtireto  nit  fkrm«,  charfret  of  the  rannyof  BurdwtD,  aad  the  chitffel 
^liuodcooiar  and  Monoy  Bfgum. 
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pears  in  the  evidence  of  the  Rajah  Nundcomar.  Tiaf 
eyjdei:ce,aod  all  the  proceedings  relating  to  it,  are  entered 
in  the  a;)pendix.  It  was  the  last  evidence  of  the  kind^ 
iThe  informant  was  hanged.  An  attempt  was  made  bjr 
Mr.  Hastings  to  indict  him  for  a  conspiracy:  this  fail- 
iDg  of  efTect,  another  proisecutor  ap])eared  for  an  ofl^nce 
ik>t  connected  with  these  charges.  ^iundco^Dar,  the  ob^ 
jcct  of  that  charge,  was  executed  at  the  very  crisis  of 
tbe  inquiry  for  an  offence  of  another  nature,  not  capital 
hj  the  laws  of  the  country.  As  long  as  it  appeared 
safe,  several  charges  were  made  (which  are  inserted  at 
large  in  the  appendix) ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Bar^ 
well  seemed  apprehensive  of  many  more,  ueneral  Cla^ 
▼ering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis  declared,  in  • 
minute  entered  on  the  consultations  of  the  5tb  May, 
1775,  that,  '*  In  the  late  proceedings  of  the  revenue  board, 
it  will  appear  that  there  is  no  species  of  peculation,  fronor 
which  tl)e  honourable  governor  general  has  thought  pro- 
per to  abstain."  A  charge  of  offences  of  so  heinous  a 
nature,  so  very  extensive,  so  very  deliberate,  made  on 
recc>rd  by.  persons  of  great  weight,  appointed  by  act  of 
V  parliament  nis  associates  iti  the  highest  trust ;  a  charge 
Ibade  at  his  own  board,  to  his  own  face,  and  tratismitted 
to  their  coitaihon  superiors,  to  whoita  they  wete  jointly 
and  severally  accountable ;  this  was  not  a  thing  to  be 
ptssed  orek*  By  Mr.  Hastings ;  stilf  less  odght  it  to  hav^ 
perished  in  othei'  hands.  It  ought  to  have  been  brought 
to  an  immediate  and  strict  discussion.  General  Cla- 
vering,  Colonef  Monsun,  and  Mr.  Fraifdfii  ought  to  have 
been  punished  for  a  groundless  accusation,  if  such  it  haif 
been.  If  the  accusation  were  founded,  Mr.  Hastings 
was  very  unCt  for  the  high  ofHcc^  of  governor  general,  or 
for  any  office. 

After  this  compreliensive  account  by  his  colleagnea, 
df  the  governor  generars  conduct,  these  gentlemen  pro- 
ceeded to  the  particulars,  and  they  produced  the  case  of 
a  corrupt  bargain  of  Mr.  Hastings  concerning  the  dispo- 
sition of  office.  Tills  transaction  is  here  stated  b^  your 
Committee  in  a  very  concise  manner,  l>eing  on  thisocca-* 
8k>n  merely  intended  to  i)oint  out  to  the  house  the'abao^ 
lote  necessity,  which,  in  their  opinion,  exists,  for  anotlier 
aort  of  inquiry  into  the  corruptions  of  men  in  power  ilif 
India,  than  hitherto  has  been  pursued.  The  proceed*' 
ingi  may  be  found  at  large  in  the  appendix. 

A  complaint  was  made  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  sold  the 
^MBce  of  phouzedar  of  Hughly  to  a  person  called  Kbaii 
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^dnffi  Khin  on  a  corrupt  agreement ;  which  was,  that 
Irom  his  emoluments  of  72,000  rupees  a  year,  lie  was  to 
pay  to  the  governor  general  .3(3,000  rupees  annually; 
and  to  his  banyan,  CantQ  Bcibd,  4,000  more.  The  com* 
pkinaot  ofiers  to  pay  to  the  company  the  40,000  rupees* 
vhich  were  corruptly  paid  to  these  gentlemen,  and  ta 
content  himself  with  the  allowance  of  S^^^^OOO.  Mr.  Has- 
lings  was^  if  on  any  occasion  of  his  life,  strongly  calle4 
upon  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  most  dititioct  issue  :  and 
Mr.  Barwell,  who  supported  his  adnxinistratioii,  and  as 
such  ought  Ip  hafire  oeen  tender  for  hjs  honour,  was 
bound  to  help  him  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,  if  his  eni»- 
iQies  should  be  ungenerous  enough  to  countenance  such 
an  accusation,  without  permitting  it  to  be  detected  and 
^xiiQBed.  But  the  course  they  held  was  directly  con- 
trary. They  began  by  an  objection  to  receive  the  com- 
plaint, in  wluch  they  obstinately  persevered,  as  far  aa 
their  power  went.  Mr.  Barwell  was  of  opinion,  that  thfs 
company's  instructions  to  inquire  into  peculation  were 
intended  for  the  public  interests ;  that  it  could  not  for- 
ward the  public  interests  to  enter  into  these  inquiries  s 
and  that  '*  he  never  would  be  a  channel  of  aspersing  any 
character,  while  it  cannot  conduce  to  the  good  of  go- 
vernmeot.'*  Here  was  a  new  mode  of  reasoning  found 
out  by  Mr.  Barwell,  which  miglit  subject  all  inquiry  into 
peculation  to  tlie  disscretion  of  the  very  persons  charged 
witli  it.  By  that  reasoning,  all  orders  of  his  superiors 
wefe  at  hii  mercy;  and  he  actuaUy  undertook  to  set 
aside  those  commands,  whicli,  by  an  express  act  of  par- 
Jiament  he  was  bound  to  obey,  on  his  opinion  of  what 
would*  or  wouid  not,  conduce  to  the  good  of  gpvernment. 
On  hk  princjples,  he  either  totally  annihilates  the  au- 
thority of  the  act  of  parliament,  or  he  entertains  so  ex 
travagant  a  supposition,  as  that  the  court  of  directors 
posseased  a  ipore  absolute  authority,  when  their  orders 
were  not  intended  for  the  public  good,  than  when  thejr 
were. 

Geaeral  Claviering  was  of  a  diOerent  opinion;  h^ 
thought,  ^'  he  should  be  wanting  to  the  legislature,  and 
to  the  coart  of  directors,  if  he  was  not  to  receive  the 
coaiplajpta  of  t}ie  inhabitants,  when  properly  authentica- 
ted, and  to  prefer  them  to  the  board  for  investigation,  as 
tbf  only  means  by  which  these  grievances  can  be  re- 
diesed,  and  the  company  inforiped  of  the  conduct  of 
tLeir  servants**' 
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To  these  sentiments  Colonel  iMonson  and  Mr.  ]<>aDci% 
adhered-  Mr.  Hastings  tiiought  it  more  safe,  on  princi- 
ples similar  to  those  assumed  by  Mr.  Barwell,  to  refuse 
to  bear  the  charge  ;  but  he  reserved  liis  remarks  on  this 
transaction,  because  they  will  be  equally  applicable  to 
many  olhersy  w/irrft,  in  the  covrse  of  this  liUsin4:8Sf  are 
likely  to  be  brought  before  the  board.  There  appeared 
therefore  to  him,  a  probability  that  the  charge  about  the 
corrupt  bargain  was  no  more  than  the  commencement  of 
IT  whole  class  of  such  accusations;  since  he  was  of  opi- 
nion (and  what  is  very  extraordinary,  previous  to  any  ex- 
amination) that  the  same  remarks  would  be  applicable  to 
aeveral  of  those  which  were  to  follow.  He  must  sup- 
ppse  this  class  of  charges  very  uniform,  as  well  as  very 
extensive. 

The  majority,  however,  pressed  their  point ;  and,  not- 
withstanding his  opposition  to  all  inquiry,  as  he  was  sup 
ported  only  by  Mr.  Barwell,  the  question  for  it  was  car- 
ried. He  was  tiicn  desired  to  name  a  day  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  accuser,  and  the  institution  of  the  inqui- 
ry* Though  baffled  in  his  attempt  to  stop  the  inquiry  in 
the  first  stage,  Mr.  Hastings  made  a  second  stand;  he 
seems  here  to  have  recollected  something  inherent  in  his 
own  office,  that  put  the  matter  more  in  his  power  than  at 
first  he  had  imagined;  for  he  speaks  in  a  positive  and 
commanding  tone :  <*  I  will  not  (says  his  minute)  name  a 
day  for  Mir  Zin  u1  abDicn  to  appear  before  the  board; 
Tior  will  I  suffer  him  to  appear  before  the  board-** 

The  question  for  the  inquiry  had  been  carried.  It 
was  declared  fit  to  inquire  ;  but  there  was,  according  to 
him,  a  power,  which  might  prevent  the  appearance  of 
witnesses.  On  the  general  policy  of  obstructing  such 
inquiries,  Mr.  Francis,  on  a  motion  to  that  efiect,  made 
a  sound  remark,  wliich  cannot  fail  of  giving  rise  to  very 
serious  thoughts ;  <<  that,  supposing  it  agreed  among  our- 
selves, that  the  board  shall  not  hear  any  charges  or  com- 
plaints against  a  member  of  it,  a  case  or  cases  may  here- 
after hap|>en,  in  which,  by  a  reciprocal  complaisance  to 
each  other,  our  respective  misconduct  may  be  effectual- 
ly screened  from  inquiry ;  and  the  company,  whose  in- 
terest is  concerned,  or  the  parties,  who  may  have  reason 
to  complain  of  any  one  member  individually,  may  be  left 
without  remedy." 

Mr.  Barwell  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman, 
nor  of  the  maker  of  the  motion.  General  CIavei;in«^,  noi 
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^i  Mr.  Monson,  wSio  sup[)orted  it.  He  qptertaios  8€Dtji- 
mcnts,  with  regard  to  tLe  orders  of  tlie  directors  in  this 
particular,  jKifectly  correspondent  with  those  which  he 
had  given  againtit  the  original  inquiry.  He  says,  '<  thougfi 
it  may  in  some  little  degree  save  the  governor  general 
from  personal  insult— -where  there  is  no  judicial  powes 
lodged,  that  of  inquisition  can  never  answer  any  good  pur- 
pose." TLis  is  doctrine  of  a  most  extraordinary  nature 
and  tendency ;  and,  as  your  committee  conceive,  contra- 
yj  to  every  sound  principle  to  be  observed  in  liie  constitOr 
tion  ol  judicatures  and  inquisitions.  The  power  of  in- 
quisition ought  rather  to  be  wholly  separated  from  the 
judicial,  the  former  being  a  previous  step  to  the  latter, 
which  requires  other  rules  and  methods  ;  and  ought  not, 
if  jiossible,  to  be  lodged  in  the  same  iiands.  The  rest  pf 
his  minute  (contained  in  the  appendix)  is  filled  with  ^ 
cen^uie  on  the  native  inhabitants ;  with  reflections  on  the 
ill  consequences  which  would  arise  from  an  attention  to 
their  complaints;  and  with  an  assertion  of  the  authority 
of  the  supreme  court,  as  superseding  the  necessity  anc( 
propriety  of  such  inquiries  in  council.  With  regard  to 
his  principles  relative  to  the  natives  and  their  complaints, 
if  they  are  admitted,  they  are  of  a  tendency  to  cut  oflf 
the  very  principle  of  redress.  Tiie  existence  of  the  su- 
preme court,  as  a  means  of  relief  to  the  natives  under 
all  oppressions,  is  held  out  to  qualify  a  refusal  to  hear  in 
the  council.  On  the  same  pretence,  Mr.  Hastings  holds 
up  the  authority  of  the  same  tribunal.  But  this  an^. 
other  proceedings  show  abundantly  of  what  efficacy  that 
court  Las  been  for  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  peopl^  of 
Bengal.  A  person  in  delegated  authority  reiusea  a  satis- 
faction to  his  superiors,  throwing  himself  on  a  court  of 
justice,  and  sujiposes  that  nothing,  but  v^hat  judicially 
appears  against  him,  is  a  fit  sujjject  of  inquiry.  But 
even  in  this  Mr.  Hastings  fails  in  his  application,  of  hia 
principle;  for  tlie  majority  of  the  council  were  undoubt- 
edly competent  to  order  a  prosecution  against  him  in  the 
supreme  court,  which  they  had  no  ground  for  without  i^ 
previous  inquiry.  But  their  inquiry  had  other  objects. 
rio  private  accuser  might  choose  to  appear.  The  party, 
who  was  the  subject  of  the  peculation,  might  be  (as  here 
is  stated)  the  accomplice  in  it.  No  popular  action^  or 
popular  suit,  was  provided  by  the  charter,  under. wly|pe 
^tliority  the  court  was  instituted.  In  any  event,  a  suit 
ipight  fail  in  the  court  for  the  punishment  of  an  actor  in 
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an  abuse,  for  want  of  the  strictest  legal  proof,  whic^ 
nught  yet  furnish  matter  for  the  correction  of  the  abuscy 
and  even  reasons  strong  enough  not  only  to  justify,  but 
to  require  the  directors  instantly  to  address  for  the  re^ 
moval  of  a  governor  general.  Tiie  opposition  of  Mr* 
Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell  proved  as  ineffectual  in  this 
aiage  as  the  former ;  aqd  a  day  was  named  by  the  majori- 
ty Tor  the  attendance  of  the  party. 

The  day  following  this  deliberation,  on  the  assembling 
of  the  council,  the  governor  general,  Mr.  Hastings,  wd, 
"He  would  not  sit  to  be  confronted  with  such  accuters, 
nor  to  suffer  a  judicial  inquiry  into  his  conduct  at  tl^e 
board,  of  which  he  is  the  president.  As  on  the  former 
occasions,  he  declares  the  board  dissolved.  As  on  the 
former  occasions  the  majority  did  not  admit  his  claim  to 
this  power,  they  proceeded,  in  his  absence,  to  examine 
the  accuser  and  witnesses.  Their  proceedings  are  in  ap* 
pendix  K. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  during  this  transaction  Kfalin 
Jehan  Khan,  the  party,  with  w})om  the  corrupt  agreement 
was  made,  declined  an  attendance  under  excuses,  wbicb 
the  majority  thought  pretences  for  delay,  though  thej 
used  no  compulsory  methods  towards  his  appearance  ;. 
^t  length,  however,  he  did  appear,  and  then  a  step  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Hastings  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature, 
after  the  steps  which  he  had  taken  before,  and  the  de- 
clarations with  which  those  steps  had  been  accompanied* 
Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  absolutely  refused  to  be  present 
io  the  foregoing  part  of  the  proceeding,  appeared  with 
Khao  Jciian  Kl.an.  And  now  the  afair  took  another 
turn;  other  obstructions  were  raised.  General  Claver* 
ing  said,  that  the  informations  hitherto  taken  had  pro* 
ceeded  upon  oath.  KL&n  Jehan  Khan  had  previoualjr 
declared  to  General  C'avering  his  readiness  to  be  so  ex- 
attiined  ;  but,  when  called  upon  by  the  board,  he  change^ 
his  mind,  and  alleged  a  delicacy,  relative  to  his  rank,  with 
rejgard  to  the  oath.     In  thjs  scruple  he  was  strongly  sup- 

Erted  by  Mr.  Hastings.  He  and  Mr.  Harwell  went 
rther ;  they  contended,  that  the  council  had  no  right 
to  administer  an  oath.  They  must  have  been  very  cleac 
in  that  opinion,  when  they  resisted  the  examination  on 
iDath  of  the  very  person,  who,  if  he  could  safely  swear 
to  ttr.  Hastings'  innocence,  owed  it  as  a  debt  to  his  pa^ 
iron  not  to  refuse  it ;  and  of  the  payment  of  this  debt  tt 
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#aB  extraordinary  in  the  patron  not  only  to  enforce  but 
to  idpport  the  absolute  refusal. 

Although  the  majority  did  not  acquiesce  in  this  doc- 
trine, they  appeared  to  have  doubts  of  the  prudence  at 
enforcing  it  by  violent  means;  but,  construing  hiH  refuaal 
into  a  dispositbn  to  screen  the  peculations  of  the  go- 
vernor general,  they  treated  him  as  guilty  of  a  contempt 
of  their  board,  dismissed  him  from  the  service,  and  re* 
commended  another  (not  the  accuser)  to  his  office* 

The  reasons  on  both  sides  appear  in  the  appendix* 
Mr.  Haatings  accuses  them  bitterly  of  injustice  to  htm* 
aelf  in  considering  the  refusal  of  this  person  to  swear 
as  a  charge  proved.  How  far  they  dia  so,  and  undei^ 
what  quanficationa,  will  appear  by  reference  to  the jpa* 
ftn  in  the  appendix.  But  Mr.  Hastings  '*  thanks  God 
that  they  are  not  his  judges.^'  His  great  hold,  and  noC 
without  reason,  is  the  supreme  court  ;  and  he  '<  blesses 
the  wisdom  of  parliament,  that  constituted  a  court  of  ju« 
dicature  at  so  seasonable  time,  to  check  the  despotism 
of  the  new  Cimncil."  It  was  thought  in  England,  that 
the  court  had  6ther  objects  than  the  protection  of  the 
(overaor  ^neral  against  the  examinations  of  those  sent 
eat  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  peculations  oi 
tken  ID  power. 

Though  Mr.  Hastings  did  at  that  time,  and  avowedly 
did,  every  thing  to  prevent  any  inquiry  that  was  insti- 
tuted merely  for  the  information  of  the  court  of  direct- 
orsy  yet  he  did  not  feel  himself  thoroughly  satisfied  with 
his  oWo  proceedings.  It  was  evident,  that  to  them,  his 
and  Mr.  Barweirs  reasonings  would  not  appear  very  re- 
apectfal  or  satisfactory ;  he  thereforcf  promises  to  give 
them  full  satisfaction  at  some  future  time.  In  his  let- 
ter of  the  14th  of  September,  1775,  he  reiterates  a  for- 
itier  declaration,  and  assures  them  of  his  resolution  to 
this  purpose  in  the  strongest  terms.  *'  I  now  again  re- 
tnt  to  toe  declaration  which  I  have  before  made,  that 
it  is  my  fixed  determination  (o  carry  literally  into  exe- 
cutioD,  and  most  fully  and  liberally  explain  every  cif' 
nanstance  of  my  conduct  on  the  potiits  upon  which  I 
have  6^eii  injuriously  arrai^ed ;  and  to  aflbrd  you  the 
clearest  conviction  of  my  own  integrity,  and  of  the  pro- 
priety of  my  motives  for  my  declining  a  present  defence 
of  it/' 

These  motives,  as  far  as  they  can  be  discovered,  were 
tbe  violence  of  his  adversaries,  the  iutercstcd  character 
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and  views  of  the  accuser,  and  the  danger  of  a  prosecii- 
tion  in  the  supreme  court,  which  niade  it  prudent  to  re- 
serve  his  defence.  Tiiese  arguments  are  applicable  to 
toy  charge.  Notwithstanding  these  reasons,  it  is  plaitt 
by  the  above  letter,  that  he  thought  himself  bound,  at 
some  time  or  other,  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  masters : 
till  he  should  do  this  in  his  own  opinion,  he  remained  ia 
an  unpleasant  situaticm.  But  he  bore  his  misfortune,  it 
seems,  patiently,  with  a  confidence  in  their  justice  for 
his  future  relief.  He  says,  *<  whatever  evil  may  fill  the 
long  intervalj  which  ihay  precede  it."  Tliat  interval 
he  has  taken  care  to  make  long  enough ;  for  near  eight 
jrears  afe  now  elapsed,  and  he  has  not  yet  taken  the 
smallest  step  toi^ards  giving  to  the  court  of  directors 
any  explanation  wiiatever;  much  less  that  full  and  libe- 
ral explanation,  wiiich  he  had  so  repeatedly  and  solemnly 
promised.  . 

Itis  to  be  ODserved,  that  though  Mr.  Hastings  talks 
in  these  letters  much  of  his  integrity,  and  of  the  purity 
of  his  motives,  and  of  full  explanations,  he  no  where 
denies  the  fact  of  this  corrupt  traffick  of  offi«:e.  Though 
he  had  adjourned  his  defence  witn  so  muc^i  pain  to  him- 
self, to  so  very  long  a  day,  he  was  not  so  inattentive  to 
the  ease  of  Kh&u  Jehan  Khan,  as  he  has  shown  himself 
to  his  own.  He  iiad  been  accused  of  corruptly  reserv- 
ing to  himself  a  part  of  the  emoluments  of  tiiis  man'sl 
office :  it  was  a  delicate  business  to  handle,  whilst  hii 
defence  stood  adjourned  ;  yet,  in  a  very  sliort  time  af- 
ter a  majority  came  into  his  hands,  he  turned  out  the 
person  apjiointed  by  General  Clavering,  &c.  and  replaced 
the  very  man  with  whom  he  stood  accused  of  the  cor- 
rupt bargain ;  what  was  worse,  he  had  been  charged  with 
originally  turning  out  anotiier,  to  make  room  for  this 
man.  The  wJiole  is  piit  in  strong  terras  by  the  theii 
majority  of  the  council ;  where,  after  charging  him  with 
every  species  of  peculation,  they  add,  "  we  believe,  the 
proofs  of  his  appropriating  four  parts  in  seven  of  the 
salary,  with  which  the  company  is  ciiarged  for  the  phous- 
dar  of  Hughley,  are  such  as,  whether  sufficient  or  not 
to  convict  him  in  a  court  of  justice,  will  not  leave  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  concerning  his  guilt  in  the  mind  of 
any  unprejudiced  person.  The  salary  is  72,000  rupees 
a  year:  the  governor  takes  3(3,000,  and  allows  CaUiOo' 
Baboo  four  thousand  more  for  the  trouble  1  e  submits  to 
in  conducting  the  negotiation  with  the  phousdar.     Thi€ 
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Jim  b  the  coromoii  subject  of  coDTeraation  and  derition 
througli  the  whole  settlement.  It  n  our  firm  opinion  and 
belief  tbat  the  late  phousdar  of  Hughley,  a  relation  of 
Nabomed  Ren  Cawn,  was  turned  out  of  this  office, 
merely  because  bis  terms  were  not  so  favourable  as  those 
which  the  honourable  governor  general  has  obtained  froBS 
the  present  phousdar. 

**  The  honourable  governor  general  is  pleased  to  assert, 
with  a  confidential  spirit  peculiar  to  himself,  that  hk 
measures  hitherto  stand  unirapeached,  except  by  U8» 
We  know  not  how  this  assertion  is  to  be  made  good,  un- 
less the  most  daring  and  flagrant  prostUuiian  in  everg 
branch  be  deemed  an  honour  to  his  administration." 

The  whole  style  and  tenor  of  these  accusations,  as 
well  as  the  nature  of  them,  rendered  Mr.  Hastings'  first 
postponing,  and  afterwards  totally  declining  all  denial, 
or  even  defence  or  explanation,  very  extraordinary.  No 
governor  ought  to  hear  in  silence  such  charges ;  and  no 
court  of  directors  ought  to  have  slept  upon  them. 

The  court  of  directors  were  not  wholly  inattentive 
to  this  iMisiness.  They  condemned  his  act  as  it  deserv- 
ed, and  they  went  into  the  business  of  his  legal  right  to 
dnsolve  the  council.  Their  opinions  seemed  against  it, 
and  they  gave  precise  orders  against  the  use  of  any 
such  power  in  tuture.  On  consulting  Mr.  Sayer,  the 
company's  council,  he  was  of  a  different  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  legal  right;  but  he  thought,  very  pro- 
perly, that  the  use  of  a  right,  and  the  manner  and 
purposes  for  which  it  was  used,  ought  not  to  have  been 
separated.  What  he  thought  on  this  occasion  appears 
in  his  opinion,  transmitted  by  the  court  of  directors  to 
Mr.  Hastings  and  the  council  general ;  ^  but  it  was  as 
great  a  crime  to  dissolve  the  council  upon  base  and  sU 
nister  motives^  as  it  wonid  be  to  assume  the  power  of  dis- 
^viog,  if  he  had  it  not.  I  believe  he  is  the  first  gover- 
JMr  that  ever  dissolved  a  council  inquiring  into  his  beha- 
"wiour  when  he  was  innocent.  Before  he  could  summon 
^hree  councils  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to 
^^oosider  what  would  be  the  result  of  such  conduct,  to 
<:^0fi9mce  every  body^  beyond  a  doubt^  of  his  conscUms 

It  was  a  matter  but  of  small  consolation  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
Coring  the  painful  interval  he  describes,  to  find  that  the 
company's  learned  counsel  admitted  that  he  had  legal 
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jfOfwem,  of  which  he  made  an  use,  that  raised  an  nniTeiv 
ial  presumption  of  his  guilt. 

Other  council  did  not  think  so  favourablj  of  the  pow^ 
en  themselFes.  But  this  matter  was  of  less  consequence, 
because  a  great  difierence  of  opinion  may  arise  concern- 
ing the  extent  of  official  powers,  even  among  men  pro- 
fessionallj  educated ;  (as  in  this  case,  such  k  difference 
did  arise ;)  and  well-intentioned  men  maj  take  either  part. 
Bat  the  use  that  was  made  of  it,  in  systematical  contra- 
diction to  the  company's  orders,  has  been  stated  in  the 
ninth  report,  as  well  as  in  many  others  made  by  tw«  of 
jpDor  committee*. 


^*^  AS  the  AppendixeBy  Originally  printed  mith  tht 
foregoing  Reports^  and  which  consist^  chiefly^  of  official 
documentSj  would  have  swelled  this  volume  to  an  enor- 
mous sise^  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  omit  Z/tetn,  with 
the  exception  of  the  first  nioe  numbers  q/* /he  Appendix  B« 
to  the  Eleventh  Report :  tlie  insertion  of  whlh  has  bee» 
judged  TMtessary  for  tht  eltKidalion  of  the  subject  mattxf 
iff  thai  report. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  General  to  the  Conti 

of  Directors. 

To  the  HonourabU  tlie  Court  of  Directors  of  the  He^.- 
nonrable  United  East  India  Company, 

Fort  William,  29th  November,  1789. 
irONOURABLB  8IR8, 

YoD  will  be  informed,  bj  our  consultations  of  the* 
26t))of  June,  of  a  very  unusual  tender,  which  was  made 
by  me  to  the  board  on  that  day,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
demnifying the  company  for  the  extraordmary  expense 
which  might  be  incurred  by  supplying  the  detachment 
under  the-  command  of  Major  Camac,  in  the  invasion  of 
the  Mahratta  dominions  which  lay  beyond  the  district  of 
Oohed,  and  drawing  the  attention  of  Mahdajee  Sindia,  to 
whom  that  country  immediately  appertained,  from  Gene- 
ral Goddard^  while  he  was  employed  in  the  reduction  of' 
Bassein,  and  in  securing   the  conquests  made  by  your 
arms  in  Guzerat. — I  was  desirous  to  remove  the  only  ob- 
jection which  has  been,  or  could  be,  ostensibly  made  t»' 
the  measure,  which  I  had  very  much  at  heart,  as  may  be' 
easily  conceived  from  the  means  which  I  took  to  efiect 
it.     For  the  reasons  at  large,  which  induced  me  to  pro- 
pose that  diversion,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  mjF 
minute,  recommending  it,  and  to  the  letters   received 
from  General  Goddard,  near  the  same  period  of  time^ 
The  subject  is  now  become  obsolete,   and  all  the  fair 
hopes  which  I  had  built  upon  the  prosecution  of  the 
Mahratta  war,  of  its  termination  in  a  speedy,  honourable, 
and  advantageous  peace,  have  been  blasted  by  the  dreads 
ful  calamities  which  have  befallen  your  arms,  in  the  de^ 
pendencies  of  your  presidency  of  Fort  Saint  George ; 
and  changed  the  object  of  our  pursuit,  from  the  aggrao- 
dizement  of  your  power  to  its  preservation.     My  present- 
reasons  for  reverting  to  my  own  conduct  on  the  occasion, 
which  I  have  mentioned,  is  to  obviate  the  false  concliK- 
sions,  or  purposed  misrepresentations  which  may  be  madek; 
of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation,  or  as  the  elSect 
qf  corrupt  influence,  by  assuring  you  that  the  money^  &yi 
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jtkahver  means  ii  came  into  your  poisession^  was  not  my 
•WD ;  that  I  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or  could 
have  receiyed  it,  bat  for  the  occasiou  which  prompted 
me  Xo  avail  myself  of  the  accidental  means  which  were 
at  that  ioatant  aflbrded  me,  of  accepting  and  conFertiog 
it  to  the  property  and  use  of  the  company:  and  with  thia 
brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject. 

Something  of  affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  appear  ia 
the  first  aspect  of  another  transaction,  which  I  shall  pro* 
teed  to  relate,  and  of  which  it  is  more  immediately  my 
duty  to  inform  you:*— you  will  haye  been  advised,  by 
repeated  addresses  of  this  government,  of  the  arrival  of 
an  army  at  Cuttac,  under  the  command  of  Chimnajew 
Boosla,  the  second  son  of  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  rajah  of 
Berar. 

The  origin  and  destination  of  this  force  have  beew 
largely  explained  and  detailed  in  the  correspondence  di 
the  government  of  Berar,  and  in  various  parts  of  our  con-> 
sultations.  The  minute  relation  of  these  would  exceed 
the  bomids  of  a  letter ;  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself 
to  the  principal  fact. — About  the  middle  of  the  last 
year,  a  plan  of  confederacy  was  formed  by  the  Nabob 
Nisam  Ally  Cawn,  by  which  it  was  proposed,  that,  while 
the  army  of  the  Mahrattas,  under  the  command  of  Mahda* 
jee  BMBdia  and  Tuckoojee  Hoolkar,  was  employed  ta 
check  the  operations  of  General  Goddard  in  the  west  of 
India,  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  should  invade  the  Carnatic } 
Moodajee  Boosla,  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  and  he  him- 
self the  Sircars  of  Rajamundry  and  Chicacole. 

The  government  of  Berar  was  required  to  accept  the 
part  asaigoed  it  in  this  combination,  and  to  march  a  large 
body  of  troops  immediately  into  Bengal.  To  enforce 
the  reqaest  on  the  part  of  the  ruling  member  of  the  Slab- 
rattah  state,  menaces  of  instant  hostility  by  the  combined 
forces,  were  added  by  Mahdajee  Sindia,  Tuckoojee  Hool- 
kar, and  Nisam  Ally  Cawn,  in  letters  written  by  theoi^ 
lo  Moodajee  Boosla,  on  the  occasion.  He  was  not  in  a 
state  to  sustain  the  brunt  of  so  formidable  a  league ;  and 
ostansibly  yielded.  Such  at  least  was  the  turn  which 
be  gave  to  his  acquiescence,  in  his  letters  to  me ;  and  his 
tabaequent  conduct  has  justified  his  professions.  I  was 
early  and  progressively  acquainted  by  him  with  the  re- 
qoisftion,  and  with  the  aoeasures  which  were  intended  ta 
be  taken,  and  which  were  taken  by  him  upon  it.  The 
^mf  professedly  destined  for  Bengal  aaarched  ^on  the 


214  CXTRACTS  FROM  THK  APPEIVDIX 

dusserra  of  the  last  jear,  corresponding  with  the  7th  of 
October.  Instead  of  taking  the  direct  course  to  Behar, 
Trhich  has  been  prescribed,  it  proceeded,  by  varied  devia- 
tions and  studied  delays,  to  Cuttac,  where  it  arrived  late 
in  May  last,  having  performed  a  practicable  journey  of 
three  months  in  seven ;  and  concluded  it  at  the  instant 
commencement  of  the  rains,  which  of  course  would  pre- 
clude its  operations,  and  afibrd  the  government  of  Berar 
a  further  interval  of  five  months  to  provide  for  the  part 
which  it  would  then  be  compelled  to  choose.  In  the  mean 
time  letters  were  continually  written  by  the  rajah  and  his 
minister  to  this  government,  explanatory  of  their  situa- 
tion and  motives ;  proposing  their  mediation  and  guaran- 
tee for  a  peace  and  alliance  with  the  peshwa  ;  and  pro- 
fessing, witliout  solicitation  on  our  part,  the  most  friendly 
disposition  towards  us,  and  the  most  determined  resolu- 
tion to  maintain  it. 

Conformably  to  these  assurances,  and  the  acceptance 
6f  a  proposal  made  by  Moodajee  Boosla  to  depute  his 
minister  to  Bengal  for  the  purpose  of  negptiating  and 
concluding  the  proposed  treaty  oi  peace,  application  had 
been  made  to  the  peshwa  for  credentials  to  the  same  ef- 
fect. In  the  mean  time  the  fatal  news  arrived  of  the 
defeat  of  your  army  at  Gonjeveram.  It  now  became  ne- 
cessary that  every  other  object  should  give  place,  or  be 
made  subservient,  to  the  preservation  of  the  caroatic ; 
nor  would  the  measures  requisite  for  that  end  admit  an 
instant  of  delay.  Peace  with  the  Mahrattas  was  the 
first  object ;  to  conciliate  their  alliance,  and  that  of  every 
other  power  in  natural  enmity  with  Hyder  Ally,  the 
next.  Instant  measures  were  taken  (as  our  general  ad- 
vices will  inform  you)  to  secure  both  these  points,  and  to 
employ  the  government  of  Berar  as  the  channel  and  in- 
strument of  accomplishing  them.  Its  army  still  lay  on 
our  borders,  and  in  distress  for  a  long  arrear  of  pay  ;  not 
less  occasioned  by  the  want  of  pecuniary  funds,  than  a 
stoppage  of  communication.  An  application  had  been 
made  to  us  for  a  supply  of  money ;  and  the  sum  speci- 
fied for  the  complete  reliefof  the  army  was  sixteen  lacks. 
We  had  neither  money  to  spare,  nor  in  the  apparent  state 
of  that  government  in  its  relation  to  ours,  would  it  have 
been  either  prudent,  or  consistent  with  our  public  credit, 
to  have  afforded  it.  It  was,  nevertheless,  my  decided  opi- 
nion, that  some  aid  should  be  given ;  not  less  as  a  necessa* 
ty  relief^  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  and  a  return 
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for  the  manj  instances  of  substantial  kindness,  which  we 
had,  witbin  the  course  of  the  last  two  jears,  experienced 
from  the  government  of  Berar.  I  had  an  assurance  that 
•uch  a  proposal  would  receive  the  acquiescence  of  tM 
board ;  out  I  knew  that  it  would  not  pass  without  opposi- 
tion, and  it  would  have  become  public,  which  might  have 
defeated  its  purpose.  Convinced  of  the  necessitj  of 
the  expedient,  and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Berar  from  evidences  of  stronger  proof  to 
me  than  I  could  make  them  appear  to  the  other  members 
of  the  board,  I  resolved  to  adopt  it,  and  take  the  entire 
responsibility  of  it  upon  myself.  In  this  mode,  a  lem 
considerable  sum  would  suffice :  I  accordingly  caused 
three  lacks  of  rupees  to  be  delivered  to  the  minister  of 
the  rajah  of  Berar  resident  in  Calcutta :  he  has  trans- 
mitted it  to  Cuttac.  Two  thirds  of  this  sura  I  have 
raised  by  my  own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  in  my  offi- 
cial accounts ;  the  other  third  I  have  supplied  from  the 
cash  in  my  h^n^s^  belonging  to  the  honourable  company. 
I  haye  given  due  notice  to  Mdodajee  Boosia  of  thif 
transaction,  and  explained  it  to  have  been  a  private  act 
of  my  own,  unknown  to  the  other  members,  of  the  couih 
cil.  I  have  given  him  expectations  of  the  remainder  of 
the  amount  required  for  the  arrears  of  his  army,  propor- 
tioned to  the  extent  to  which  he  may  put  it  in  my 
power  to  propose  it  as  a  public  gratuity,  by  his  effectual 
orders  for  the  recall  of  these  troops,  or  for  their  junc- 
tion with  ours. 

I  hope  i  shall  receive  your  approbation  of  what  I  have 
done  for  your  service,  and  your  indulgence  for  the  length 
of  this  narrative,  which  1  could  not  comprise  within  i^ 
tiarrower  compass. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Honourable  sirs, 
'     Your  most  faithful,  obedient, 
and  humble  servant, 

Warren  Hastiicgs. 
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APPENDIX  B.  No.  2. 

An  Accovni  of  Money  paid  inio  the  Company's  TVeoMC* 
ry  byihe  Qovemor  General^  sinu  the  year  1773. 

Haj        April 

1774  to  1775.  For  interest  boods.  cr.    2175^ 

For  bills  of  exchange 

on  the  court,  143|937 

For  monej  refunded 
bj  order  of  court. 
Account  General 
Coote's  conunia* 
^ion,  8,418    ce. 

164,53» 

\*  lUeeived  19th  Mar, 
jOmocclkd  aoth  JaJr,  1774. 

177^1776  For  bills  of  exchange  on  the  court   180,48a 
1776-1777       do.  do.  do.      196,800 

1777-1778       do.  do.  do.      108,000 

1778-1779       do.  do.  do.      143,000 

1779-1780       do.  do.  do.      121,600 

1780-1781  For  bills  of  exchange  ge.   43,000 

For  deposits  238,715 

For  interest  bonds  at 

8  per  cent.  475,600 

For    Do.     4  per  cent    166,000 

For  durbar  changes  232,000 

1,155,315 

May,  1 782  For  interest  bonds,  35,000 


CE.2     94,725 


(Errors  excepted) 

JoHif  Airiris. 
Auditor  of  Indian  Accounts* 

BaiUidia  House,  lltli  Jane,  1783. 


TO  THE  ELEVENTH  REPORT.  21? 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  3. 

To  the  Honourable  tlie  Secret  Commitlee  of  the  Honour^ 

able  Court  of  Directors, 

Fort  WilUam,  22d  May,  1782. 
HONOURABLE  SIRS, 

In  a  letter,  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  address  you 
in  duplicate,  and  of  which  a  triplicate  accompanies  this, 
dated  20th  January,  1782, 1  informed  you  that  I  had  rcr 
ceived  the  offer  of  a  sum  of  money  from   the  nabob 
vizier  and  his  ministers,  to  the  nominal  amount  of  ten 
lacks  of  Lucknow  siccas  ;  and  that  bills  on  the  house  of 
Gopaul  Doss  had  been  actually  given  me  for  the  amount, 
which  I  had  accepted  for  the  use  of  the  honourable  com- 
pany ;  and  I  promised  to  account  with  you  for  the  same 
as  soon  as  it  should  be  in  my  power,  after  the  whole  sum 
had  come  into  my  possession.     This  promise  I  now  per- 
form ;  and,  deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  it,  I 
have  added  such  other  sums  as  have  been  occasionally 
converted  to  the  company's  property  through  my  means, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  like  original  destination.     Of 
the  second  of  these  you  have  been  already  advised  in  a 
letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  the  honourable 
court  of  directors,  dated  20th  November,  1780.     Both 
this  and  the  third  article  were  paid  immediately  to  the 
treasury,  by  my  order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive 
them  on  the  company's  account,  but  never  passed  through 
my  hands.      The  three  sums,    for   which  bonds  were 
granted,  were  in  like  manner  paid  to  the  company's  trea- 
sury, without  passing  through  my  hands;  but  their  appro- 
priation was  not  speciGed. 

The  sum  of  fifty-eight  thousand  current  rupees  wai 
received  while  I  was  on  my  journey  to  Benares,  and  ap- 
plied as  expressed  in  the  account. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  these  sums  have  been  cx« 
pended,  the  reference  which  I  have  made  of  it  in  the  ac- 
companying account,  to  the  several  accounts  in  which 
they  are  credited,  renders  any  other  specification  of  it 
unnecessary ;  beside  that  those  accounts  either  iiave  or 
will  have  received  a  much  stronger  authentication  than 
any  that  I  could  give  to  mine. 

Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  me ;  why  they  were, 
except  the  second,  quietly  transferred  to  the  company's 

voL^.  vi:  [     28     ] 
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use ;  why  bonds  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the 
rest ;  might,  were  this  matter  to  be  exposed  to  the  view 
of  the  public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to  which 
it  would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.  Were  your  honoura- 
ble court  to  question  me  upon  these  points,  I  would  an- 
swer, that  the  sums  were  taken  for  the  company's  benefit 
at  times  in  which  the  company  very  much  needed  them ; 
t]]at  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  pub- 
lic curiosity,  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount ;  or  pos- 
sibly acted  without  any  studied  design,  which  my  me- 
mory could  at  this  distance  of  time  verify ;  and  that  I 
did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same 
means  with  the  rest.  I  trust,  honourable  sirs,  to  your 
breasts  for  a  candid  interpretation  of  my  actions,  and  as- 
sume the  freedom  to  add,  that  I  think  myself,  on  such  « 
subject,  and  on  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to  it. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Honourable  Sirs, 
Your  most  faithful,  most  obedient, 

and  most  bumble  servant, 
Warren  Hastings. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  4. 

An  Account  of  sums  received  on  the  account  of  the 
Honourable  Company  by  tlie  Governor  General  or 
paid  to  their  Treasury  by  his  order^  and  applied  t6 
their  service. 

1780. 
October.  The  following  sums  were  paidf 
into  the  treasury,  and  bonds 
granted  for  the  same,  in  the* 
iiame  of  the  governor  gene- 
ral, in  wliose  possession  the 
bonds  remain,  with  a  declara- 
tion upon  each,  endorsed  and 
signed  by  him,  that  he  has  no 
claim  on  the  company  for  the 
amount  either  of  principal  or 
interest,  no  part  of  the  fatter 
having  been  received : 
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One  bond,  dated  the  Ist 

October,  1780,  No. 

1509,  -  .  116,000--* 
One  bond  dated  the  2d 

October,  1780,  No. 

1540,  .  -  116,000  -  -- 
One  bond,  dated  the  23d 

Novem.    1780,    No. 

1354,        .         -         174,000  -  - 


406,006  .•  - 


November.  Paid  into  the  treasury,  and 
carried  to  the  governor  gene* 
ral's  credit  in  the  12th  page 
of  the  Deposites  Journal  of 
1780-81,   mohrs    of     sorts, 
which  had  been  coined  in  the 
mint  and  produced,  as  per 
358  and  359  pages  of  the  com- 
pany's general  journal  of  1780 
-81, 
Gold  Mohrs,        ^    12,861  12  11 
or  CalcutUsiccas,  205,788  14    9 
BattalOpercent.    32,926    3    6 


1781. 
30  April.  Paid  into  the  treasury,  and 
credited  in  the  637  th  page  of 
the  company's  general  jour* 
Dal,  as  money  received  from 
the  governor  general,  on  ac- 
count of  Durbar  charges. 

Sicca  rup.       -       200,000 

BAttal6percent.    32,000  -  - 


238,715  2  3 


232,000  -  .- 


Aagost.  Received  in  cash,  and  employ- 
ed in  defraying  my  public 
disbursements,  and  credited  in 
the  governor  general's  ac- 
count of  Durbar  charges  for 
April,  1782         -        -        -         58,000-- 


Carried  forward     -       cb^     934,715  2  3 
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An  Account  of  sums  received,  Src. — continued. 

Brouglit  forward,     -        cr.      934,715  2  ^i 

Produce  of  the  sum  mentioned 
in  the  governor  generars  letter 
to  the  honourable  secret  com- 
mittee, dated  20th  January, 
1782,  and  credited  in  the  go- 
vernor general's  account  of 
Durbar  charges  for  April, 
17 152,         ....     1,030,273  I  a 


Current  rupees         -         1,964,990  3  6 


(Errors  excepted.), 

Warrex  Hastings. 

Fort  William,  IHM  May,  1782. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  b. 

I  William  Larkins  do  make  oath,  and  say,  that  Uie 
letter  and  account  to  which  this  affidavit  is  affixed,  were 
written  by  me,  at  the  request  of  the  honourable  Warren 
Hastings,  Esquire,  on  the  22d  May,  17 B2,  from  rough 
drafts  written  by  himself  in  my  presence :  that  the  cover 
of  the  letter  was  sealed  up  by  him  in  my  presence,  and 
was  then  intended  to  be  transmitted  to  England  by  the 
Lively,  when  that  vessel  was  first  ordered  for  despatch  ; 
and  that  it  has  remained  closed  until  this  day,  when  it 
was  opened  for  the  express  purpose  of  being  accompa- 
nied by  this  affidavit.     So  help  me  God, 

William  Larkins. 

Calcutta,  16th  December,  1782. 

Sworn  this  16th  day  of  December,  1782,  before  me, 

J.  Hyde* 
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APPENDIX  B.  No.  6. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Honour- 
able Court  of  Directors. 

Fort  William,  16  December,  1782. 
HONOURABLE  SIRS,' 

The  despatch  of  the  Livcl  j  having  been  protracted 
by  various  causesi  from  time  to  time,  the  accompanying 
address,  which  was  orighially  designed  and  prepared  for 
that  despatch  (no  other  conveyance  since  occurring)  has 
of  course  been  thus  long  detained.     The  delay  is  of  no 
public   consequence;  but  it  has   produced   a  situation 
which,  with  respect  to  myself,  I  regard  as  unfortunate, 
because  it  exposes  me  to  the  meanest  imputation,  from 
the  occasion,  which  the  late  parliamentary  inquiries  have 
since  furnished,  but  w}ii(  h  were  unknown  when  my  letter 
was  written,  and  written  in  the  necessary  consequence  of 
a  promise  made  to  that  effect  in  a  former  letter  to  your 
honourable  committee,  dated  20th  January  last.     How- 
ever, to  preclude  the  possibility  of  such  reflections  from 
affecting  me,  I  have  desired  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was  privy 
to  the  whole  transaction,  to  aflix  to  the  letter  his  affida-* 
▼it  of  the  date  in  which  it  was  written.     I  own  I  feel 
most  sensibly  the  mortification  of  being  reduced  to  the 
nec^ity  of  using  such  precautions,  to  guard  my  reputa- 
tion from  dishonour.     If  I  had,  it  any  time,  possessed 
that  degree  of  confidence  from  my  immediate  employers, 
which  they  never  withheld  from  the  meanest  of  my  pre- 
decessors, I  should  have  disdained  to  use  these  atten- 
tions: how  I  have  drawn  on  me  a  different  treatment  I 
know  not;  it  is  sufficient  that  I  have  not  merited  it:  and 
in  the  course  of  a  service  of  thirty-two  years,  and  ten  of 
these  employed  in  maintaining  the  powers  and  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  tlrsl  office  of  Uie  British  government  in 
India,  that  honourable  court  ought  to  know  whether  I 
possess  the  integrity  and  honour  which  are  the  first  re- 
quisites of  such  a  station.     If  I  wanted  these,  they  have 
afforded  me  but  too  powerful  incentives  to  suppress  the 
information,  which  I  now  convey  to  them  through  you ; 
^nd  to  appropriate  to  my  own  use  the  sums  which  I  have 
already  passed  to  their  credit,  by  the  unworthy,  and  par- 
43on  me  if  I  add,  dangerous  reflections,  which  they  have 
Jiaascd  upon  me,  for  the  first  communication  of  this  kind; 
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and  your  own  experience  will  suggest  to  jou,  that  there 
are  persons  who  would  profit  bjr  such  a  warning. 

Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  which  to  you, 
who  are  accustomed  to  view  business  in  an  official  and 
regular  light,  may  appear  unprecedented,  if  not  impro- 
per, 1  have  but  a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your 
consideration. 

If  I  appear  in  any  unfayourable  light  by  these  transac- 
tioDSt  I  resign  the  common  and  legal  security  of  those 
who  commit  crimes  or  errors.  I  am  ready  to  answer 
every  particular  question  that  may  be  put  against  my- 
■elf,  upon  honour  or  upon  oatii. 

The  sources  from  wliicli  these  reliefs  to  the  public 
•eryicc  have  come,  would  never  have  yielded  them  to 
the  company  publicly ;  and  the  exigencies  of  your  ser- 
vice (exigencies  created  by  the  exposition  of  your  af- 
fairs, and  faction  in  your  councils)  required  those  sup- 
plies. 

I  could  have  concealed  them,  had  I  had  a  wrong  motive, 
from  yours  and  the  public  eye  for  ever ;  and  I  know  that  the 
difficulties  to  which  a  spirit  of  injustice  may  subject  me, 
for  my  candour  and  avowal,  are  greater  than  any  possi- 
ble uiconvenience  that  could  have  attended  the  conceal- 
ment, except  the  dissatisfaction  of  my  own  mind.  These 
difficulties  are  but  a  few  of  those  which  I  have  suHered 
in  your  service.  The  applause  of  my  own  breast  is  my 
surest  reward,  and  was  the  support  of  my  mind  in  meetr 
ing  them :  your  applause,  and  that  of  my  country,  are 
my  next  wish  in  life. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
honourable  sirs, 

your  most  faithful,  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Warren  Hastixqs. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  7. 

Extract  of  the  Company's  general  letter  to  Bev 
dated  the  25th  January ^  1782. 

JPar.  127.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  oi 
▼ernor  general,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  1780 
live  to  an  umisual  tender  and  advance  of  moneyjor 
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liim  to  the  council,  as  entered  on  your  consultation  of 
ILe  2^Uh  of  June,  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the 
company  from  the  extraordinary  charge  which  might  be 
incurred  by  supplying  the  detachment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Camac,  in  the  iuFasion  of  the  Mahratta 
dominions,  which  lay  beyond  the  district  of  Oohud,  and 
thereby  drawing  the  attention  of  Mhadjee  Scindia  (to 
whom  the  country  appertained)  from  General  Goddard, 
while  the  general  was  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Bas- 
sein,  and  in  securing  the  conquests  made  in  the  Guzerat 
country  ;  and  also  respecting  the  sum  of  three  lacks  of 
rupees,  advanced  by  the  governor  general  for  the  use  of 
the  army  under  the  command  of  Chimnajce  Boosia  with- 
out the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  council ;  witli  the 
reasons  for  taking  these  extraordinary  ste]>s,  under  the 
cjrcumstaDces  stated  in  his  letter. 

128.  In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  transactions,  we 
readily  conceive,  that  in  the  then  state  of  the  council, 
the  governor  general  might  be  induced  to  temporary  se* 
crecy  respecting  the  members  of  the  board,  not  only 
because  he  might  be  apprehensive  of  opposition  to  the 

Sroposed  application  of  the  money ;  but,  perhaps,  because 
oubtsmignt  have  arisen  concerningthe  propriety  of  appio^ 
priating  it  to  the  company^s  use,  on  any  account :  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  us^  that  there  could  be  any  real  ne- 
cessity for  delaying  to  communicate  to  us  immediate  in- 
formation of  tlie  channel  by  which  the  money  came  into 
his  possession,  with  a  complete  illustration  of  the  cause 
or  causes  of  so  extraordinary  an  event. 

129.  Circumstanced  as  affairs  were  at  the  moment,  it 
appears  that  the  governor  general  had  the  measure  much 
at  heart,  and  judged  it  absolutely  necessary.  The 
means  proposed  of  defraying  the  extra  expense  were 
very  extraordinary;  and  the  money,  as  we  conceive, 
must  have  come  into  his  hands  by  an  unusual  channel  \ 
and  when  more  complete  information  conies  before  us, 
we  shall  give  our  sentiments  fully  upon  the  whole  trans^ 
action. 

130.  In  regard  to  the  application  of  the  company's 
Qiooey  to  the  army  of  Chimnajee  Boosia,  by  the  sole  au> 
thority  of  the  governor  general,  he  knew  that  it  was  en- 
tirely at  his  own  risk,  and  he  has  taken  the  responsibility 
QpoD  himself;  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity  could 
Warrant  the  measure ;  nor  can  any  thing  short  of  full 
Sroof  of  such  necessity^  and  of  the  propriety  and  utility 
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of  the  extraordinary  step  taken  on  the  occasiod,  entitle 
the  governor  general  to  the  approbation  of  the  court  of 
directors ;  and  therefore,  as  in  the  former  instance  rela- 
tive to  the  sum  advanced  and  paid  into  our  treasury,  we 
must  also,  for  tlie  present,  suspend  our  judgment  respect- 
ing the  money  sent  to  the  Berar  army ;  without  approv- 
ing it  in  the  least  degree,  or  proceeding  to  censure  our 
governor  general  for  this  transaction. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  8. 

Exiract  of  Bengal  Secret  ConsuHcUioiiSf  the  9th  Ja- 

nttarf/y  1781. 

The  following  letter  from  the  governor  general  having: 
been  circulated,  and  the  request  therein  made  complied 
witbj  an  order  on  the  treasury  passed  accordingly. 

HOHOURABLE    SIR  AND  SIRS, 

Having  had  occasion  to  disburse  the  sum  of  three  lack* 
of  aicca  rupees  on  account  of  secret  services,  which  having 
been  advanced  from  my  own  private  cash,  I  request  the 
aaiile  may  be  repaid  to  me  in  the  following  manner : — A 
bofid  to  be  granted  me,  upon  the  terms  of  the  second 
loan,  bearing  date  from  the  1st  October,  for  one  lack  of 
sicca  rupees:  a  bond  to  be  granted  me,  upon  the  terms 
of  the  first  loan,  bearing  date  from  the  1st  October,  for 
one  lack  of  sicca  rupees :  a  bond  to  be  granted  me,  upon 
the  terms  of  the  first  loan,  bearing  date  from  the  2d  Oc- 
tober, for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  Warren  Hastings. 

Fort  William,  5tli  Januar/,  1781. 


.r 
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APPENDIX  B.  No.  9. 

« 

in  account  of  Bonds  granted  to  the  Oovemot  Omdratf 
from  Ut  January,  1779,  to  SUt  May,  1782,  nriik  i 
terestpaid  or  credited  theteon. 


''Whttt  (Mid  into  the 
Treuurx. 

Sum. 

Date  of  Bond. 

Bate  <»»;>. 

terarti 

CR. 

23d  Nov.  1780 

1 74,000 

23d  Nov.  l7P(i 

'3  p.  cent 

15th  Decern. 

69,600 

15th  Decern. 

Do. 

15th  Jan.  1781 

116,000 

1st  Oct.  17b0 

Do. 

D6. 

116,000 

2d  Do. 

Do.  , 

Do. 

116,000 

l9t  Do. 

4  p.  centt 

17  th  March 

50,000 

17  th  Mar.  1781 

Do. 

8  th  May,  1782 

20,000 

15th  Sep.  1781 
8th  Dee.  1781 

8  p.  cent. 

Do. 

15,000 

dL 

€E. 

676,600 

• 

• 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  intereit  jkSA 
on  the  above  bonds  to  31st  May,  1782,  the  last  ic; 
coanta  received.  In  the  interest  books  1780*81,  tht 
hit  received,  the  governor  general  has  credit  br  uh 
lereit  on  the  first  six  to  April,  1781,  to  the  aindunt  oC 
ciL  21,964.  12.  8. 

(Errors  excepted.) 

Jours  Airirif; 
Auditor  of  Indian 

KvtL  rndlm  Edck,  9th  Jane,  178». 


♦«ir.  V*. 
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ARTICLES 

or 

Charge  of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanor^ 

AGAINST 

WABREN  HASTINGS,  EWquire, 

Late  Governor  General  of  Bengal. 
Pruadni  io  ikt  Houn  qf  Comnwntupmtktitkda^ffjprii^  I7I0-. 


I.  ROHILLA  WAR. 

That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, from  a  just  sense  of  the  danger  and  odium  incident 
to  the  extension  of  their  conquests  in  the  East  Indies, 
and  from  an  experience  of  the  disorders  and  corrupt  prac-' 
tices,  which  intrigues  and  negotiations  to  bring  aoout  re* 
▼olutions  among  the  country  powers  had  produced,  did 
poaitively  and  repeatedly  direct  their  servants  in  Bengal 
not  to  engage  in  any  offensive  war  whatsoever: — that 
the  said  court  laid  it  down  as  an  invariablemaximf  which 
ought  ever  io  be  ntaintainedy  that  they  were  to  avoid 
taking  part  in  jhe  political  schemes  of  any  of  the  coun- 
try princes;  and  did,  id  particular,  order  and  direct  that 
they  should  not  engage  with  a  certain  prince  called  Sujab 
ul  Dowla,  nabob  of  Oude,  and  vizier  of  the  empire,  in  any 
operations  beyond  certain  limits  in  the  said  orders  spe- 
cially described. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  then  governor  of  Fort 
William,  in  Bengal,  did,  with  other  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, declare  his  clear  understanding  of  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  positive  and  repeated  orders  and  in- 
junctions ;  did  express  to  the  court  of  directors  his  ap- 
probation of  the  policy  thereof;  did  declare,  that  he 
adopted  the  same  with  sincerity  and  satisfaction,  and 
that  he  was  too  well  aware  of  the  ruinous  tendency  of  all 
9chemes  of  conquest,  ever  to  adopt  them^  or  ever  to  depart 
from  the  absolute  line  of  self-defence,  unless  impelled  to 
it  by  the  tm)st  obvious  necessity ;  did  signify  to  the  na- 
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bob  of  Oude  the  said  orders,  and  bis  obligation  to  yield 
punctual  obedience  thereto;  and  did  solemnlj  engags 
and  promise  to  the  court  of  directors,  with  the  uiuint- 
mous,  concurrence  of  the  whole  council,  ^'  that  no  object 
or  consideration  should  either  tempt  or  compel  him  ta 
pass  the  political  line,  which  they  (the  directors)  had^ 
laid  down  for  his  o|)erations  with  the  vizier;"  assuring 
the  court  of  directors,  that  he  '*  scarce  saw  a  possible 
advantage,  which  could  compensate  the  hazard  and  ex* 
peine  to  be  incurred  by  a  contrary  conduct :"  that  h* 
did  frequently  repeat  the  same  declarations,  or  declara- 
tions to  the  same  effect,  particularly  in  a  letter  to  the 
nabob  himself  of  the  22d  of  November,  1773,  in  the  fol<> 
lowing  words.  <*  The  commands  of  my  superiors  are,  at 
I  have  repeatedly  informed  you,  peremptory,  that  1  shall 
not  sufier  their  arms  to  be  carried  beyond  the  line  of 
their  own  boundaries,  and  those  of  your  excellency  their 
ally." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct  contradict 
tion  to  the  said  orders,  and  to  his  own  sense  of  tlieir  pro* 
priety  and  coercive  authority,  and  in  breach  of  his  ex- 
press promises  and  engagements,  did,  in  September,  1 773, 
enter  into  a  private  engagement  with  the  said  nabob  of 
Oude,  who  was  the  special  object  of  the  prohibition,  to 
furnish  him,  for  a  stipulated  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to 
the  Ettt  India  company,  with  a  body  of  troops  ior  the 
declared  purpose  of  "  thoroughly  extirpating  the  nation 
of  the  Bohillas;"  a  nation,  from  whom  the  company  had 
never  received,  or  pretended  to  receive  or  apprehendt 
any  injury  whatsoever ;  whose  country,  in  the  month  of 
February,  1773,  by  an  unanimous  resolution  of  the  laid 
Warren  Hastings  and  his  council,  was  included  in  tho 
line  of  defence  against  the  Mahrattas,  and  from  whom  tlie 
nabob  never  complained  of  an  aggression  or  act  of  hos- 
tility, nor  pretended  a  distinct  cause  of  quarrel,  otbev 
than  the  non-payment  of  a  sum  of  money  in  dispute  be* 
tween  him  and  tliat  people. 

That  supposing  the  sum  of  money  in  question  to  have 
peen  strictly  due  to  the  said  nabob,  by  virtue  of  any  en- 
gagement between  him  and  the  Rohilla  chiefs,  the  ESaat- 
India  company,  or  tlieir  representatives,  were  not  par* 
ties  to  that  engagement,  or  guarantees  thereof,  nor 
bound  by  any  obligation  whatever  to  enforce  the  ex^CH- 
^ion  of  it. 
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That,  previous  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings'  entering 
into  the  agreement  or  bargain  aforesaid  to  extirpate  the 
said  nation,  he  did  not  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  due 
inquiry  into  the  validity  of  the  sole  pretext  used  by  the 
said  nabob  ;  nor  did  her  give  notice  of  the  said  claims  of 
debt  to  the  nation  of  the  Roliillas,  in  order  to  receive 
m  explanation  on  their  part  of  the  matter  in  litigation, 
tor  did  he  offer  any  mediation,  nor  propose,  nor  afford  an 
importunity  of  proposing,  an  agreenient  or  submission,  by 
Which  the  calamities  of  war  might  be  avoided ;  as,  by 
the  high  state  in  which  the  East-India  Company  stood  ai 
a  sovereign  power  in  the  east,  and  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter it  ought  to  maintain,  as  well  as  by  the  principles 
of  equity  and  humanity,  and  by  the  true  and  obvious  po- 
licy of  uniting   the  power  of  the  Mahometan  princes 
against  the  Mabrattas,  he  was  bound  to  do :   that  instead 
of  such  previous  inquiry,  or  tender  of  good  offices,  the 
aaid  Warren  Hastings  did  stimulate  the  ambition  and  fe- 
it>Gity  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  to  the  full  completion  of 
the  inhuman  end  of  the  said  unjustifiable  enterprise,  by 
informing  him,  ^<  that  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  persevere  in  it  until  it  should  be  accomplished  ;*'  pre- 
tending that  a  fear  of  the  company's  displeasure  was  his 
motive  for  annexing  the  accomplishment  of  the  enter- 
ttajse  as  a  condition  of  bis  assistance,  and  asserting  <<that 
ne  GOiild  not  hazard  or  answer  for  the  displeasure  of  the 
company,  his  masters,  if  they  should  find  themselves  in- 
volved in  ^fruitless  war,  or  in  an  expense  for  prosecut- 
ing it ;"  a  pretence  tending  to  the  high  dishonour  of  the 
East-India  company,  as  if  the  gain  to  be  acquired  was 
tb  reconcile  that  body  to  the  breach  of  then:  own  or- 
ders, prohibiting  all  such  enterprises.     And  in  order  far- 
ther to  involve  the  said  nabob,  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
treating, he  did,  in  the  course  of  the  proceeding,  pur- 
|toae1y  put  the  said  nabob  under  difficulties  in  case  he 
should  decline  that  War,  and  did  oblige  him  to  accept 
even  the  permission  to  relinquish  the  execution  of  this 
unjost  project  as  a  favour,  and  to  make  concessions  for 
ii;  thereby  acting  as  if  the  company  were  principals  in* 
the  hostility ;   and  employing  for  this   purpose   much 
double  dealing,  and  divers  unworthy  artifices,  to  entangle 
aiad  perplex  the  said  nabob,'  but  by  means  of  which  he 
{bund  himself  (as  he  has  entered  it  on  record)  hampered 
t$nd  emlyarassed  in  a  particular  manner. 
*  That  the  said  compact  for  offensive  alliance  in  favour 
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^  a  great  prince,  against  a  considerable  nation,  was  not 
parried  on  by  projects  and  counter-projects  in  writing ; 
nor  were  the  articles  and  conditions  thereof  formed  into 
any  regular  written  instrument,  signed  and  sealed  by  the 
parties;  but  the  whole  ^^both  the  negotiation  and  the 
compact  of  offensive  alliance  against  the  Rohilias)  was  a 
mere  verbal  engagement,  the  pur|)ort  and  conventions 
whereof  no  where  appealed,  except  in  subsequent  cor- 
respwdence,  in  which  certain  of  the  articles,  as  they 
were  staled  by  the  several  parties,  did  materially  differ; 
a  proceeding  new  and  unprecedented,  and  directly  lead- 
ing to  mutual  misconstruction,  evasion,  and  ill  faith,  and 
tending  to  encourage  and  protect  every  species  of  cor- 
rupt, clandestine  practice :  that  at  the  time  when  this 
Jnvate  verbal  agreement  was  made  by  the  said  Warren 
[astings  with  Uie  nabob  of  Oude,  a  public  ostensible 
treaty  was  concluded  by  him  with  the  said  nabob,  in 
which  there  is  no  mention  whatever  of  such  agreement* 
or  reference  whatever  to  it ;  in  defence  of  which  omis- 
sion it  is  asserted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  tlmt 
the  muUMicaiion  of  treaties  weakens  their  efficaeyp 
ondther^rt  they  should  be  reserved  only  for  very  import'- 
ant  and  pertnaneni  obligaiions  ;  notwithstanding  he  had 
previously  declared  to  the  said  nabob,  '^that  the  points, 
which  he  had  proposed,  required  much  consideration,  and 
the  previous  ratification  of  a  formal  agreement  before  he 
could  consent  tothem."  That  the  w)u)le  of  the  said  ver- 
bal agreement  with  the  nabob  of  Oude  in  his  own  person, 
without  any  assistance  on  his  part,  was  carried  on  and  con* 
eluded  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  alone,  without  anj 
person,  who  might  witness  the  same ;  without  the  inter- 
vention even  of  an  interpreter,  though  he  confesses  that 
be  spoke  the  Hindostan  language  imperfectly ^  and  althoiq^ 
he  had  with  him  at  that  time  and  place  several  peraorn 
high  in  the  company's  service  and  confidence ;  namely, 
the*commander  m  chief  of  their  forces,  two  members  of 
their  council,  and  the  secretary  to  the  council,  who 
were  not  otherwise  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  be- 
tween him  and  the  said  nabob,  than  by  such  communica- 
tions as  he  thought  fit  to  make  them. 

That  the  object  avowed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings^ 
and  the  motives  urged  by  him,  for  enoploying  the  British 
arms  in  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  Rohilla  nation,  are 
stated  by  himself  in  the  following  terms :  '*  the  acquisi- 
tion of  forty  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  company,  and  of  so 
much  specie  added  to  the  exhausted  currency  of  our 
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provioces;  that  it  would  give  wealth  to  the  nabob  of 
Oude^  of  which  we  should  participate;  that  tiie  said 
Warren  Hastings  should  always  be  ready  to  profess  that 
he  did  reckon  the  probable  acquisition  of  wealth  among 
his  reasons  for  taking  up  arnis  against  his  neighbours  / 
that  it  would  ease  the  company  of  a  considerable  part  of 
their  military  expense,  and  pieserve  their  troops  from 
inaction  and  relaxation  of  discipline ;  that  the  weak  statd 
of  the  Rohillas  promised  an  easy  conquest  of  them ;  and 
finally,  that  such  was  his  idea  of  the  company's  distress 
at  home,  added  to  his  knowledge  of  their  wants  abroad, 
that  he  should  have  been  glad  of  any  occasion  to  employ 
their  forces,  which  saved  so  much  of  their  pay  and  ex- 
penses." 

That  in  the  private  verbal  agreement  afiiresaid  for  o& 
fensive  war,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  transgress  the 
bounds  of  the  authority  given  him  by  his  instructions 
from  the  council  of  Fort  William,  which  had  limited  his 
powers  to  such  compacts  '*  as  were  consistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  company's  orders ;"  which  council  he  af- 
terwards persuaded,  and  with  difficulty  drew  into  an  ac« 
quiescence  in  what  he  had  done. 

That  the  agreement,  to  the  effect  aforesaid,  was  set- 
tled in  the  said  secret  conferences,  before  the  10th  of 
September,  1773;  but  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  con* 
coaling  from  the  court  of  directors  a  matter,  of  which  it 
was  his  duty  to  afE>rd  them  the  earliest  and  fullest  infor- 
mation, did,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1773,  write 
to  the  directors,  and  despatched  his  letter  over  land, 
giving  them  an  account  of  the  public  treaty,  but  taking 
pot  the  least  notice  of  his  agreement  for  a  mercenary  war 
against  the  nation  of  the  B^hillas. 

That  in  order  to  conceal  the  true  purport  of  the  said 
clandestine  agreement  the  more  effectually,  and  until  he 
should  find  means  of  gaining  over  the  rest  of  the  council 
to  a  conciirrence  in  his  disobedience  of  orders,  he  en- 
tered a  minute  in  the  council  books,  giving  a  &lse  account 
of  the  transaction  j  in  which  minute  he  represented,  that 
the  nabob  had  indeed  proposed  the  design  aforesaid,  and 
that  he  (the  said  Warren  Hastings)  was  pleased  tluU  he 
urged  the  schemt  of  this  expedition  no  further  ;  when  in 
reality  and  truth,  he  had  absolutely  consented  to  the 
said  enterprise,  and  had  engaged  to  assist  him  in  it  (which 
he  afterwards  admitted)  and  confessed  that  he  did  act  in 
consequence  of  the  same. 


* 
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That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council  were 
sensible  of  the  true  nature  of  the  enterprise,  in  which 
they  had  engaged  the  company's  arms,  and  of  the  heavy 
responsibility,  to  which  it  would  subject  himself  and  the 
council,  '*the  personal  hazard  they,  the  council,  run  in 
Qiidertaking  so  ujicommon  a  measure  without  positive  in- 
structionsi  at  their  own  risk,  with  the  eyes  of  the  whok 
nation  on  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and  the  passions 
and  prejudices  of  almost  every  man  in  England  inflamed 
against  the  conduct  of  the  company,  and  the  character 
of  its  servants ;"  yet  they  engaged  in  the  very  practice 
which  had  brought  such  odium  on  the  company,  and  on 
the  character  of  its  servants,  though  they  further  szff 
that  they  had  continually  before  their  eyes  the  dread  ({f 
forfeiting  the  favowr  of  their  employers^  and  becoming 
the  "  objects  of  popular  invectives.''  The  said  War- 
ren Ha8tlng9  himself  says,  at  the  very  time  when  he  pro- 
posed the  measure,  <*  1  must  confess,  I  entertain  some 
doubts  as  to  its  expediency  at  this  time,  from  the  cir- 
eumatances  of  the  company  at  home,  exposed  to  popular 
clamour,  and  all  its  measures  liable  to  be  canvassed  in 
parli  tnuni ;  their  charter  drawing  to  a  close,  and  his 
inajedty's  ministers  unquestionably  ready  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  every  unfavourable  circumstance  in  the  nego- 
tiations  of  its  renewal."  All  these  considerations  did 
tmt  prevent  the  said  Warren  Hastings  from  making  and 
carrying  into  execution  the  said  mercenary  agreement  for 
a  sum  of  money,  the  payment  of  which  the  nabob  en- 
deavoured to  evade  on  a  construction  of  the  verbal  treaty; 
and  was  so  far  from  being  insisted  on,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  when,  after  the 
completk>n  of  the  service,  the  commander  in  chief  was 
directed  to  make  a  demand  of  the  money,  the  agent  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  at  the  same  time  assured  tlie 
nabob,  **  that  the  demand  was  nothing  more  than  a  mat- 
ter of  form,  common,  and  even  necessary  in  all  public 
transactioni  ;  and  that  although  the  board  considered  the 
claim  of  the  government  literally  due,  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  administration  to  prescribe  to  his  excellency 
the  mode  or  even  limits  of  payment.**  Nor  was  any  part 
of  the  money  recovered  until  the  establishment  of  the 
governor  general  and  coancil  by  act  of  parliament,  and 
their  determination  to  withdraw  the  brigade  from  the 
nabob's  service  ;  the  resident  at  his  court,  appointed  by 
Ibe  said  Warren  Hastings^  having  written  that  he  had  er 
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perieneed  much  duplicity  and  deceit  in  most  of  his  irans^" 
udions  with  his  excellency ;  and  the  said  nabob  and  hb 
successors  falling  back  in  other  payments  in  the  same  or 
j^reater  proportion,  as  he  advanced  in  the  payment  of 
this  debt ;  the  consideration  of  lucre  to  the  company^ 
the  declared  motive  to  this  shameful  transaction,  totally 
Culed,  and  no  money  in  effect  and  substance  (as  far  as 
oj  any  account  to  be  depended  on  appears)  has  been  ob- 
tained. 

That  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  did,  in  consequence  of 
the  said  agreement,  and  with  the  assistance  of  British 
troops,  which  were  ordered  to  march  and  subjected  to 
hk  disposal  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  coun- 
cil, unjustly  enter  into  and  invade  the  country  of  the 
Bohillas^  and  did  tbere  make  war  in  a  barbarous  and  in- 
human manner,  <'by  an  abuse  of  victory;  by  the  unne- 
cessary destruction  of  the  country ;  by  a  wanton  dis- 
play of  violence  and  oppression,  of  inhumanity  and  cru- 
elty ;  and  by  the  sudden  expulsion  and  casting  down  of  a 
whole  race  of  people,  to  whom  the  sligiitest  benevolence 
was  denied."     When  prayer  was  made  not  to  dishonour 
the  begum  (a  princess  of  great  rank,  whose  husband  had 
been  killed  in  battle)  and  other  women,  by  drags^it^ 
ihem  about  the  country ^  to  be  loaded  with  the  scoffs  y 
the  nabob^s  rabble^  and  otherwise  still  worse  used^  the 
nabob  refused  to  listen  to  the  intreaties  of  a  British  com- 
mander in  chief  in  their  favour ;  and  the  said  women  of 
jbigh  rank  were  exposed,  not  only  to  the  vilest  personal 
indignities,  but  even  to  absolute  want ;  and  these  trans- 
actions being  by  Colonel  Champion  communicated  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  commendations  for  his 
intelligence*  and  orders  to  redress  the  said  evils,  and  to 
prevent  the  like  in  future,  by  means  which  were  suggest- 
ed, and  which  appear  to  have  been  proper  and  feasible, 
he  received  a  reprimand  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
Irho  declared  that  we  had  no  authority  to  control  the 
conduct  of  the  vizier  in  the  treatment  of  his  subjects : 
and  that  Colonel  Champion  desisted  from  making  further 
representations  on  this  subject  to  the  s.^id  Warren  Has- 
tings, being  apprehensive  of  having  already  run  some 
risk  of  displeasing,  by  perhaps  a  too  free  communication 
Df  sentiments.     That  in  consequence  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings, not  only  the  eminent  families  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  Rohilla  nation  were  either  cut  oif  or  banished,  and 
iheir  wives  and  oSspring  reduced  to  utter  ruin,  but  tlie 
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country  itself,  heretofore  distinguished  above  all  others 
for  the  extent  of  its  cultivation,  as  a  garden,  not  having 
t>ne  spot  in  it  of  uncultivated  ground,  and  from  being 
in  the  most  flourishing  state  that  a  country  could  5e, 
was,  bj  the  inhuman  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
and  the  ill  government  during  the  consequent  usurpation* 
reduced  to  a  state  of  great  decay  and  depopulation^  in 
which  it  still  remains. 

That  the  East  India  company,  having  had  reason  to 
conceive,  that  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  corrupt 
transactions,  their  servants  in  India  had  made  unfair, 
mutilated,  and  garbled  communications  of  correspond- 
ence, and  sometimes  had  wholly  withheld  the  same, 
made  an  order  in  their  letter  of  the  23d  of  March,  1770, 
in  the  following  tenor :  "  The  governor  singly  shall  colr- 
respond  with  the  country  powers ;  but  all  letters,  befort 
they  shall  be  by  him  sent,  must  be  communicated  to  the 
other  members  of  the  select  committee,  and  receive 
their  approbation ;  and  also  all  letters  whatsoever^  which 
may  be  received  by  the  governor,  in  answer  to,  or  in 
course  of  correspondence,  shall  likewise  be  laid  before 
the  said  select  committee,  for  their  information  and  con- 
sideration." And  that  in  their  instructions  to  their  gp- 
vemor  general  and  council,  dated  30th  March,  1774^ 
they  did  repeat  their  orders  to  the  same  purpose  and  ef- 
fect. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  obey,  as  in 
duty  he  was  bound  to  do,  the  said  standing  orders ;  oor 
did  communicate  all  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Mid- 
dieton,  the  company's  agent  at  the'  court  of  the  soubah 
of  Oude,  or  witli  Colonel  Champion,  the  commander  ia 
chief  of  the  company's  forces  in  the  Rohilla  war,  to  the 
select  committee ;  and  when  afterwards,  that  is  to  say, 
on  the  35th  of  October,  1774,  he  was  required  by  the 
majority  of  the  council  appointed  by  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment of  1773,  whose  opinion  was,  by  the  said  act,  di- 
rected to  be  taken  as  the  act  of  the  whole  council,  to 
produce  al/  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton  and 
Colonel  Champion,  for  the  direction  of  their  fqture  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  obscure,  intricate)^  and  critical 
transaction  aforesaid,  he  did  positively  and  pertinaciously 
refuse  to  deliver  any  other  than  such  parts  of  the  said 
correspondence  as  he  thought  convenient ;  covering  bis 
lid  illegal  refusal  under  general  vague  pretences  of  se« 
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crecjr,  and  danger  from  llie  communication ;  althoug'li 
the  Baid  order  and  inslriiction  of  Die  court  of  directors, 
above  mentioned,  was  urged  to  him,  and  although  it  was 
represented  to  him  by  the  said  council,  that  they,  at 
well  as  he,  were  bound  by  an  oath  of  secrecy:  which  re- 
fusal to  obey  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  (or- 
ders specially  and  on  weighty  grounds  of  experience 
pointed  to  cases  of  this  very  nature)  gave  rise  to  much 
jralousy,  and  excited  great  suspicions  relative  to  the 
motives  and  groonds  on  which  tiie  Rohilla  war  had  heea 
undertaken. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  tn  the  grounds  alleged 
in  bis  justification  of  his  refusal  to  communicate  to 
bb  colleagues  in  the  superior  council,  his  correspond- 
mce  with  Mr.  Middleton,  the  company *s  resident  at 
Oude,  was  guilty  of  a  new  offence ;  arrogating  to  him- 
self unprecedented  and  dangerous  powers,  on  principles 
utterly  subversive  of  all  order  and  discipline  ip  service, 
and  introductory  to  corrupt  confederacies  and  disobedi- 
ence among  the  company  s  servants ;  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  insisting  that  Mr.  Middleton,  the  compauyV 
covenanted  servant,  the  pul>lic  resident  for  transacting 
the  company's  affarrs  at  the  court  of  the  soubah  of  Onde, 
and  as  such  receiving  from  the  company  a  salary  for 
bis  service,  was  no  other  than  the  official  agent  of  hini 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  that,  being  such,  he  was- 
]M>t  obliged  to  communicate  his  correspondence. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  and  afterwards  a  generaf- 
eourt  of  the  propriek>rs  of  tlic  East  India  company,  al- 
though the  latter  showed  favourable  dispositions  towards 
tlie  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  ex[)rcsscd  (but  without 
assigning  any  ground  or  reason)  the  highest  opinion  of 
his  services  and  integrity,  did  unanimously  condemn 
(along  with  his  conduct  relative  to  the  Rohilla  treaty 
and  war)  his  refusal  to  communicate  his  whole  corres- 
pondence with  Mr.  Middleton  to  the  superior  council^ 
yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  opinion 
of  the  directors,  and  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  gene- 
ral court  of  the  said  East  India  company,  as  well  as  the 
precedent  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and 
the  injunctions  of  au  act  of  Parliament,  has,  from  that 
time  to  the  present,  never  made  any  communication  of 
the  whole  of  his  corresjjondencc  to  the  governor  general 
and  council,  or  to  the  court  of  directors. 
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II.  SIIAW  ALLUar. 

That,  in  a  solemn  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  the  ItSfh 
«r  August,  17t)Jr,  between  the  East  India  company  anfl 
4be  late  nabob  of  Onde,  Shuja  til  Dowla,  and  highly  ap- 
proved of,  confirmed,  and  ratified  by  the  said  company^ 
it  is  agreed,  '^That  the  king  Stiaw  Alkim  shall  remain  in 
ftill  possession  of  Corah,  and  such  part  of  tlie  province 
©f  Illiabad  as  he  now  possesses,  wliich  are  ceded  to  his 
majesty  as  a  royal  demesne,  for  the  support  of  his  di^ 
nity  and  expenses."  That  in  a  separate  agreement,  con- 
cluded at  the  same  time  between  the  king  Shaw  Allum 
and  the  then  subadar  of  Bengal,  under  the  immediate  se- 
curity and -guarantee  of  the  English  company,  the  faith 
•of  the  company  was  pledged  to  the  said  king  for  the  an- 
nual pciyruent  of  twenty-six  lacks  of  rupees,  for  his  sup- 
port, out  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal ;  «nd  that  the  said 
company  did  then  receive  from  ihc  said  king  a  grant  of 
the  dewanny  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
-Orissa,  on  the  express  condition  of  their  being  security 
for  the  annual  payment  above  mentioned  ;  that  the  East 
fndia  company  have  iicid,  and  continue  to  hold,  the  de- 
wanny so  granted,  and,  for  fiome  years,  have  complied 
witli  the  conditions  on  which  they  accepted  of  the  grant 
■thereof;  and  iiave  at  all  times  acknowledged  that  they 
hekl  the  dewanny  hi  lurlne  of  ilie  mogiiVs  grants.  That 
the-said  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  30th 
June,  1769,  to  Beng^,  declared,  ^  that  t bey  esteemed 
themselves  bound  by  treaty  to  protect  the  king's  per- 
son, and  to  secure  him  the  possession  of  the  Corah  and 
filiabad  districts;''  and,  su{)posing  an  agreement  shoidd 
be  made  respecting  these  provinces,  between  the  king 
«nd  Shuja  ul  Dowlah,  tlie  directors  then  said,  ''that 
they  should  be  subject  to  no  further  claim  for  reqtiini 
tion  from  the  king,  excepting  for  the  stipulated  tribute 
for  Bengal,  wliich  tlicy  (the  governor  and  council)  were 
to  pay  to  his  agent^  or  remit  to  lum  in  such  manner  as 
he  might  direct." 

That,  in  the  year  1772,  the  king,  Shaw  Allnm,  who 
had  hitherto  resided  at  Allahabad,  trusting  to  engage- 
ments which  he  had  entered  into  with  the  Mahrattas, 
quitted  that  place,  and  removed  to  Dellii ;  but,  having 
^kxufi  quarrelled  with  those  people,  and  afterwards  being 
taken  prisoner,  h.ad  been   treated  by  them  with  very 
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great  disrespect  aod  cruelty :  that,  among  other  instances 
of  their  abuse  of  their  immediate  power  over  him,  the 
go?€mor  and  council  of  Bengal,  in  their  letter  of  the 
16th  of  Angust,  1773,  inform  the  court  of  directors, 
that  he  had  beem  conipdledy  ivhile  a  prisoiur  in  tlitiv 
band89  to  grant  sunnnd^  for  the  surrender  of  Corah  and 
lUiabad  to  them  ;  and  it  appears,  from  sundry  other  mi- 
nutes of  their  ofvn,  that  the  said  governor  and  council 
did  at  all  times  consider  the  surrender  above  mentioned 
as  extorted  from  the  king,  and  nnquestioiutbly  an  act  of 
wiolmce^  which  could  nut  alienate  or  impair  his  right  to 
thoee  provinces;  and  that,  when  they  took  possession 
thereof,  it  was  at  the  request  of  the  king's  naib  or  vice- 
roy, who  put  them  under  the  council's  protection  ;  that 
on  this  footing  they  were  accented  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  and  his  council,  and  for  some  time  considered 
by  them  as  a  deposit  committed  to  their  care  by  a  prince, 
to  whom  the  possession  thereof  was  particularly  guaran- 
tied by  the  East  India  company.  In  their  letter  of  the 
IjSt  of  March,  1778,  they  (the  said  Warren  Hastings 
and  his  council)  say,  ^'  In  no  shape  can  this  compiilsatory 
cession  by  the  king  release  us  from  the  obligation  we  are 
under  to  defend  the  provinces,  which  we  have  so  parti- 
cularly guarantied  to  liim."  But  it  appears  that  they 
soon  adopted  other  ideas,  and  assumed  other  principles 
concerning  this  object.  In  the  instructions  dated  thi% 
23d  of  June,  1773,  which  the  council  of  Fort  Willbm 
gave  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  previous  to  his  inter- 
view with  the  nabob  Shuja  ul  Dow  la  at  Benares,  they 
say,  that,  *' while  the  king  continued  at  Delhi,  whither  he 
proceeded  in  opposition  to  their  most  strenuous  remon- 
strances, they  should  certainly  consider  the  engagements 
between  him  and  the  company  as  dissolved,  by  his  alien- 
ation from  them  and  their  interest ;  that  the  possession 
of  so  remote  a  country  could  never  be  expected  to  yield 
any  profit  to  the  coqnpany,  and  the  defence  of  it  must 
require  a  perpetual  aid  of  their  forces ;  yet,  in  the  same 
instructions,  they  declare  their  opinion,  that,  ♦*  if  the 
king  should  make  overtures  to  renew  his  former  con- 
iiexioD,  his  rigid  to  reclaim  //le  districts  of  Corah  and  i/- 
liabad  conld  not  with  propriety  he  disputed ;"  and  they 
authorize  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  restore  them  to 
Iiim,  on  condition  that  he  :fhould  renovnce  his  claim  io 
the  annual  tribute  of  twenty-six  lacks  of  ritpees^  licreiii- 
befo.-e  meulioned,  and  to  the  arrears  nhichmiglU  be  due  -• 
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thereby  acknowledging  the  justice  of  a  claim,  which  tbej 
determioed  not  to  comply  with,  but  in  return  for  the  Mir- 
render  of  another  equally  valid :  that,  nevertheless,  ia 
the  treaty  copcluded  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  with 
8huja  ul  Dowla,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1773,  it  if 
asserted,  that  his  majesty  (meaning  the  king  Shaw  A^ 
him)  having  abandoned  the  districts  of  Corah  and  Illia- 
bad,  and  given  a  sunnud  for  Corah  and  Currah  to  the 
Mahrattas,  had  thereby  forfeited  his  right  to  the  said 
tiistricts ;"  although  it  was  well  known  to  the  said  War* 
J  en  Hastings,  and  had  been  so  stated  by  him  to  the  court 
of  directors,  that  this  surrender  on  the  part  of  the  king, 
had  been  eiitorted  from  him  by  violence,  while  he  was  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas;  and  although  it. 
was  equally  well  knowu  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  original  treaty  of  1765, 
which  could  restrain  the  king  from  changing  the  place  of 
ills  residence,  consequently  that  his  removal  to  Delhi 
could  not  occasion  a  forfeiture  of  his  right  to  the  pro- 
vinces secured  to  him  by  that  treaty. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  report  which 
he  made  of  his  interview  and  negotiations  with  Shaja 
ul  Dowla,  dated  the  4th  of  October,  1773,  declared 
^^  that  the  administration  would  have  been  culpable  io 
the  highest  degree,  in  retaining  possession  of  Corah  and 
Illiabad /or  am/  other  purpose  than  that  of  making  an 
advantage  by  the  disposal  ofthem,'*  and  therefore  he  bad 
ceded  them  to  the  vizier  for  fifty  lack  of  rupees;  a  mea* 
sure,  for  whicJi  he  had  no  authority  whatever  from  the 
king  Shaw  Allum,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  no  re* 
nerve  whatever  was  made  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  that 
prince,  nor  any  care  taken  of  his  interests. 

That  the  sale  of  these  provinces  to  Shuja  Dowla  in* 
Tolved  the  East  India  company  in  a  triple  breach  of  jus- 
tice, since,  by  the  same  act,  they  violated  a  treaty,  they 
cold  the  property  of  another,  and  they  alienated  a  de* 
poait  committed  to  their  friendship  and  good  faith,  and  as 
f»uch  accepted  by  them :  that  a  measure  of  this  nature  is 
not  to  be  defended  on  motivesof  policy  and  convenience, 
supposing  such  motives  to  have  existed,  without  a  total 
loss  of  public  honour,  and  shaking  all  security  in  the 
faith  of  treaties;  but  that,  in  reality,  the  pretences  urged 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  selling  the  king's  coun- 
try  to  Shuja  Dowla,  were  falbe  and  invalid.  It  could  not 
itreugthcn  our  allianoewith  Shuja  ul  Dowla;  since,  pay- 
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ing  1  price  for  a  purchase,  he  receired  do  favour,  and 
incurred  no  obligation.  It  did  not  free  the  company  from 
all  the  dangers  attending  either  a  remote  property  or  a 
remote  connection ;  since,  the  moment  the  country  in 
4]iief tion  became  part  of  Shuja  Dowla's  dominions,  it  was 
mcluded  in  the  company^s  former  guarantee  of  those  do- 
minioDSy  and  in  case  of  invasion,  the  company  were  obli- 
ged to  send  part  of  their  army  to  defend  it,  at  the  requi- 
sition of  the  said  Shuja  Dowla :  and  if  the  remote  situation 
of  those  provinces  made  the  defence  of  them  difficult  and 
dangerous,  much  more  was  it  a  difficult  and  dangerous  en- 
terprise to  engage  t}ie  company's  force  in  an  attack  and 
invasioo  of  the  Rohillas,  whose  country  lay  at  a  much 
greater  distance  from  the  company's  frontier:  which,  ne- 
vertheless, the  said  Warren  Ilastings  agreed  to,  and  un- 
dertook at  the  very  time  when,  under  pretence  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  dcfendini;  Corah  and  Illiabad,  he  sold  those 
provinces  to  Shuja  Dowla.  It  did  not  relieve  the  company 
from  the  expense  of  defending  the  country,  since  the  re- 
venues thereof  far  exceeded  the  8ut>sidy  to  be  paid  by 
£huja  Dowla,  and  these  revenues  justly  belonged  to  the 
company  as  long  as  the  country  continued  under  their 
protection,  and  would  have  answered  the  expense  of  de- 
fending it.  Finally,  that  the  sum  of  fifty  lack  of  rupees, 
stipulated  with  the  baid  Shuja  Dowla,  was  inadequate  to  the 
value  of  the  country,  the  annual  revenues  of  which  were 
stated  at  twenty -five  lack  of  rupees,  which  General  Sir 
Aobert  Barker,  then  commander  in  chief  of  the  company's 
forces,  affirms,  was  certain,  and  too  generally  known  t^ 
admit  of  a  doubt. 

That  the  king  Siiaw  Allum  received,  for  some  years, 
the  annual  tributeof  twenty-six  lack  of  rupees  above  men- 
tioned, and  was  entitled  to  continue  to  receive  it,  by 
virtue  of  an  enpigement  deliberately,  and  for  an  adequate 
consideration,  entered  into  with  him  by  the  company*' 
servants,  and  approved  of  and  ratified  by  the  compan 
themselves ;  that  this  engagement  was  absolute  and  u 
eonditional,  and  did  neither  express,  nor  suppose^  a' 
case,  in  which  the  said  king  should  forfeit,  or  the  cc 
pany  should  have  a  right  to  resume,  the  tribute ;  that, 
vertheless,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  com 
immediately  aOer  selling  the  king's  country  to   S 
Dowla,  resolved  to  withhold,  and  actually  withheld 

Eayment  of  the  said  tribute,  of  which  the  king  Sha^ 
im  has  never  since  received  any  part ;  that  this  r 
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{km  of  the  council  is  not  justified,  even  bjr  tbenselves, 
on  principles  of  right  and  justice,  but  by  arguments  of 
policy  and  convenience,  by  which  the  best  founded  claims 
of  right  and  justice  may  at  all  limes  be  set  aside  and  de- 
feated. *^  They  judged  it  highly  impolitic  and  unsafe  to 
answer  the  draughts  of  the  king  until  they  were  satisfied 
of  his  amicable  intentions,  and  those  of  his  new  allies.'* 
But  neither  had  they  any  reason  to  question  the  king's 
amicable  intentions,  nor  was  he  pledged  to  answer  for 
those  of  the  Mahrattas ;  his  trusting  to  the  good  faith  of 
that  [leople,  and  relying  on  their  assistance  to  reinstate 
bim  U)  the  possession  of  his  capital,  might  have  been  im- 
prudent  and  impolitic  ;  but  these  measures,  however 
ruinous  to  himself,  indicated  no  enmity  to  the  English, 
Aor  were  they  productive  of  any  effects  injurious  to  the' 
English  mterests.  And  it  is  plain,  that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  nnd  his  council  were  perfectly  aware,  that  their 
motives  or  pretences  for  withholding  the  tribute  were  too 
weak  to  justify  their  conduct,  having  principally  insisted 
on  the  reduced  state  of  their  treasury,  which,  as  they 
said,  rendered  it  impracticable  to  comply  with  tliose  pay- 
Inents.  The  right  of  a  creditor  does  not  depend  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  debtor ;  on  the  contrary,  the  plea 
ef  inability  includes  a  virtual  acknowledgment  of  the  debt, 
since,  if  the  creditor's  right  were  denied,  the  plea  would 
be  superfluous. 

That  the  East  India  company,  having  on  their  part 
violated  the  engagements,  and  renounced  the  conditions 
on  which  they  received,  and  have  hitlierlo  held  and  en- 
joyed, the  dewanny  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  from  the 
king  Shaw  Allum,  have  thereby  forfeited  all  right  and  title 
to  the  said  dewanny  arising  from  the  said  grant,  and  that 
it  is  free  and  open  to  the  said  king  to  resume  such  grant, 
and  to  transfer  it  to  any  other  prince  or  state:  that,  not 
withstanding  any  distress  or  weakness  to  which  he  may 
be  actually  reduced,  his  lawful  authority,  as  sovereign  of 
the  mogul  empire,  is  still  acknowledged  in  India,  and  that 
his  grant  of  the  dewanny  would  sufficiently  authorize/ 
and  materially  assist  any  prince  or  state  that  might  at 
tempt  to  dispossess  tlie  East  India  company  thereof,  since 
it  would  convey  a  right  which  could  not  be  disputed, 
and  to  which  nothing  but  force  could  be  opposed.  Nor 
^aa  ttiese  opinions  be  more  strongly  esLpressed  than  they 
Jiave  been  lately  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himbcltV 
^ho,  in  a  minute  recorded  the  Ist  of  December.  1781» 
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has  declared  that,  *'  fallen  as  the  liouse  of  Timiir  is,  it  is 
yet  the  relic  of  the  most  illustrious  line  of  the  eastern 
world :  that  Us  sovereignty  is  universally  acknowledged^ 
though  the  substance  of  it  do  longer  exists ;  and  that  the 
company  itself  derives  its  constitutional  dominion  from 
its  ostensible  bounty." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastingft,  by  this  declaration, 
has  renounced  and  condemned  the  principle  on  which  he 
aFowedly  acted  towards  the  mogul  in  the  year  1773, 
when  he  denied  that  the  sunnuds  or  grants  of  the  mogul, 
if  they  were  in  the  hands  of  another  nation,  would  avail 
them  any  thing ;  and  when  he  declared,  '<  that  the  sword 
which  gave  us  the  dominion  of  Bengal,  must  be  the  instru- 
ment of  its  preservation,  and  that,  if  it  should  ever  cease 
to  be  ours,  the  next  proprietor  would  derive  his  right 
abd  possession  from  the  same  naiural  charter.*^  That 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  answer  any  immediate  pur- 
pose, adopts  any  principle  of  policy,  however  false 
or  dangerous,  without  any  regard  to  former  declarations 
made,  or  to  principles  avowed  on  other  occasions  by 
himself;  and  particularly  that,  in  his  conduct  to  Shaw 
Allum,  he  first  maintained,  that  the  grants  of  that  prince 
were  of  no  avail,  that  we  held  the  dominion  of  Bengal  by 
the  sword,  which  he  has  falsely  declared  the  source  of 
righty  and  the  natural  charter  of  dominion ;  whereas,  at  a 
lat^r  period,  he  has  declared,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the 
bmily  of  Shaw  AUum  is  universally  acknowledged,  and 
that  the  company  itself  derives  its  constitutional  do- 
minion from  their  ostensible  bounty. 


m.  BENARES. 


PART  L 

Rights  and  Tiites  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares* 

I. 

That  the  territory  of  Benares  is  a  fmitfal,  and  has 
been,  not  long  since^  an  orderly,  well-cultivated,,  and  iin* 
proved  province ;  of  great  extent ;  and  its  capital  citj^ 
as  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  has  informed  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, in  his  letter  of  the  2l8t  of  November,  1781,  <<bi 
highly  revered  by  the  natives  of  the  HindO  persuasion ; 
so  that  many,  who  have  acquired  independent  fortunes^ 
retire  to  close  their  days  in  a  place  so  eminently  distin- 
guished for  its  sanctity :"  and  he  further  acquaints  the 
directors,  *'  that  it  may  rather  be  considered  as  the  seat 
of  the  Hindfi  religion,  than  as  the  capital  of  a  province* 
But  as  its  inhabitants  are  not  composed  of  Hindiis  only, 
the  former  wealth,  which  flowed  into  it  from  the  ofieriogs 
of  pilgrims,  as  well  as  from  the  transactions  of  exchange, 
for  which  its  central  situation  is  adapted,  has  attracted 
numbers  of  Mahomedans,  who  still  continue  to  reside  in 
it  with  their  families."  And  these  circumstances  of  the 
city  of  Benares,  which  not  only  attracted  the  attention 
of  all  the  different  descriptions  of  men  who  inhabit  In* 
dostan,  but  interested  them  warmly  in  whatever  it  might 
sufier,  did,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  require,  that  the  go- 
vernor general  and  council  of  Calcutta  should  conduct 
themselves  with  regard  to  its  rulers  and  inhabitants,  whea 
it  became  dependent  on  the  company,  on  the  most  dis- 
tinguished principles  of  good  faith,  equity,  moderatioD, 
«Dd  mildness. 


IL 

That  the  Rajah  Bulwant  Sing,  late  prince  or  zemindar 
of  the  province  aforesaid,  was  a  great  lord  of  the  Mogal 

TOIm  VI.  [    '"^^     1 
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empire,  dependent  on  the  same,  through  the  vizier  of  the 
empire,  the  late  Sujah  Ul  Dowla,  nabob  of  Oude;  and 
the  said  Bulwant  Sing,  in  the  commencement  of  the  Eliig- 
liHh  power,  did  attach  himself  to  the  cause  of  the  English 
company;  and  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  com- 
pany did  acknowledge,  in  their  letter  of  the  2Hlh  of  May, 
17G8,  that  '' Bulwant  Sing's  joining  us  at  the  time  he 
did,  was  of  signal  service,  and  the  stipulation  in  his  fa- 
vour was  what  he  was  justly  entitled  to:"  and  they  did 
commend  "  the  care  that  had  been  taken  (by  the  then 
presidency)  of  those  that  had  shown  their  attachment  to 
them  (the  company)  during  the  war  ;*'  and  they  did  finally 
express  their  hope  and  expectation  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: **The  moderation  and  attention  paid  to  those  who- 
have  espoused  our  interests  in  this  war,  will  restore  our 
reputation  in  Hindostan,  and  that  the  Indian  powers  will 
be  convinced,  NO  brtach  of  treaty  will  ever  liave  our 
sanction.^,^ 

HI. 

That  the  Rajah  B^lwant  Sing  died  on  the  23d  of  Au- 
gust, 1770,  and  his  son,  Cheit  Sing,  succeeding  to  his 
rights  and  pretensions,  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  (John 
Cartier,  Esquire,  being  then  president)  did  instruct  Cap- 
tain Gabriel  Harper  to  procure  a  confirmation  of  the  sue* 
cession  to  his  son  Cheit  Sing,  ^^  as  it  was  of  the  utmost 
political  import  to  the  company's  afTairs ;  and  that  the 
young  man  ought  not  to  consider  the  price  to  be  paid  to 
satisfy  the  visier^s  jealotisy  and  avarice.^^  And  they 
did  further  declare  as  follows :  *^  The  strong  and  invky* 
iable  attachment  which  subsisted  betwixt  the  company 
and  the  father,  makes  us  most  readily  interpose  our  good 
oflSces  for  the  son."  And  the  young  rajah  aforesaid  ha- 
ving agreed,  under  the  mediation  of  Captain  Harper,  to 
pay  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  as  a  gift  to  the 
said  vizier,  and  to  increase  his  tribute  by  near  thirty 
thousand  pounds  aimually,  a  deed  of  confirmation  was 

Eassed  by  the  said  vizier  to  the  said  rajah,  and  his  heirs, 
y  which  he  became  a  purchaser  for  valuable  considera- 
tions of  his  right  and  inheritance  in  the  zemindary  afore- 
said. In  consequence  of  this  grant,  so  by  him  purchased, 
the  rajah  was  solemnly  invested  with  the  government  in 
the  city  of  Benares,  <<  amidst  the  acclamations  of  a  nu- 
merous people,  and  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  par- 
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ties."  And  the  said  Harper,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  Oc* 
lober,  1770,  giving  an  account  of  the  inveititure  afprt- 
said,  did  express  himself  in  these  words:  ^*  I  will  leave 
the  young  rajah,  and  others,  to  acquaint  you  how  I  h^ye 
conducted  myself;  only  thus  much  let  me  say,  that  I 
have  kept  a  strict  eye  not  to  diminish  our  national  ho« 
DOur,  disinterestedness  and  justice ;  which  I  will  conclude 
has  had  a  greater  effect  in  securing  to  the  company  their 
vast  |K)8sessions,  than  even  the  force  of  arms,  however 
formidable,  could  do."  The  president  of  Calcutta  teati- 
fied  his  approbation  of  the  said  Harper's  conduct  in  thf 
strongest  terms,  tliat  is  in  the  following:  '^Yourdisio- 
terestedness  has  been  equally  distinguishable  as  yaot 
abilities,  and  both  do  you  the  greatest  honour." 

IV. 

That  the  agreement  between  the  rajah  and  nabob 
aforesaid  continued  on  both  sides  without  any  violation, 
under  the  sanction  and  guarantee  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, for  three  years;  when  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
being  then  president,  did  propose^  a  further  conBrmatJon 
of  the  said  grant;  and  did,  on  the  i2th  of  October,  1773^ 
obtain  a  delegation  for  himself  to  be  tlie  |jerson  to  aago- 
tiate  the  same ;  it  being  his  opinion,  as  expressed  in  hia 
report  of  October  4th,  1773,  that  the  rajah  was  not  only 
entitled  to  the  inheritance  of  his  zemindary  by  ^ 
grants  through  Captain  Harper,  bat  that  the  preceding 
treaty  of  Illabad,  though  literally  expressing  do  vaom 
than  a  security  personal  to  Bulwant  Sing,  did  ootwitl|fcr 
standing,  io  the  true  sense  and  import  thereof,  extend  to 
his  posterity ;  '^  and  that  it  had  been  differently  unjar- 
stood  (that  is  not  literally)  by  the  company,  and  by  thb 
administratbn ;  and  the  vizier  had  before  put  it  out  of  aH 
dispute  by  the  solemn  act  passed  in  the  rsyab's  favour  en 
his  succession  to  the  zemindary." 

V. 

That  the  council,  in  their  instructions  to  the  said  Oo- 
vernor  Hastings,  did  empower  him  ''  to  renew^  in  behalf 
of  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  the  stipulation  which  was  fiopr- 
fnerly  made  with  the  vizier,  in  consideration  of  his  ser- 
vices in  1764;"  and  the  government  was  accordiogljE 
lettted  on  the  rajah  and  his  post^rity^  or  tp  Iiis  heirs^  en 
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fbe  tame  footing  on  which  it  was  granted  to  his  said  fa- 
ther, excepting  the  addition  aforesaid  to  the  tribute; 
with  an  express  provision,  ^'  that  iu>  increase  shall  ever 
hereafter  be  demanded."  And  the  grant  and  stipulation 
afioresaid  was  further  confirmed  by  the  said  Sujah  Ui 
Dowla,  under  the  company's  guarantee,  by  the  most  so- 
lemn and  awful  form  of  oath  known  in  the  M ahomedan 
religion,  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  deed  or  grant ;  and 
tbe  said  Warren  Hastings,  strongly  impressed  with  the 

rion  of  the  propriety  of  protecting  the  rajah,  and  of 
injustice,  malice,  and  avarice  of  the  said  Sujah  Dowia, 
and  the  known  family  enmity  subsisting  between  him  and 
the  rajah,  did  declare,  in  his  report  to  the  council,  as  fol- 
lows: ''I  am  well  convinced  that  the  rajah's  inheritance, 
and  perhaps  his  life,  are  no  longer  safe  than  while  he  en- 
joys the  company's  protection,  which  is  his  due  by  the 
ties  of  justice,  and  the  obligations  of  public  faith." 

VI. 

That  some  time  after  the  new  confirmation  aforesaid, 
that  is  to  say,  in  the  year  1774,  the  governor  general  and 
couDcil,  which  had  been  formed,  and  the  members  there- 
of appointed,  by  act  of  parliament,  did  obtain  the  assign- 
ment of  the  sovereignty  paramount  of  the  said  govern- 
ment by  treaty  with  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  by  which,  al- 
thooch  the  supreme  dominion  was  changed,  the  terms 
anduie  conditions  of  the  tenure  of  the  rajah  of  Benares 
ffemained ;  as  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  could  transfer  to 
the  East-India  company  no  other  or  greater  estate  than 
he  himself  possessed  in  or  over  the  said  zemiudary.  But 
to  obviate  any  misconstruction  on  the  subject,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  propose  to  the  board,  that  what- 
ever provision  might  in  the  said  treaty  be  made  for  the 
interest  of  tbe  company,  the  same  should  be  ''  without 
an  encroachment  on  the  just  rights  of  the  rajah,  or  tbe 
engagements  actually  subsisting  with  Aim." 

VII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  then  having,  or  pre- 
tending to  have,  an  extraordinary  care  of  the  interest  of 
the  rajah  of  Benares,  did,  on  his  transfer  of  the  sove- 
iwignty,  propose  a  new  grant  to  be  conveyed  in  new  hi- 
atroments  to  the  said  nyab,  conferring  epon  him  further 
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privileges ;  namel j,  the  addition  of  the  sovereigo 
of  the  mint,  and  of  the  right  of  criminal  justice  of  life 
and  death ;  and  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  governor 
general,  did  himself  propose  the  resolution  for  that  pur- 
pose in  council,  in  the  following  words,  with  remarks  ex- 
planatory of  the  principles,  upon  which  the  grants  afore* 
said  were  made :  namelj, 
Mmute. 

VIII. 

**  That  the  peroetual  and  independent  possession  of 
the  zemiodary  of  Benares,  and  its  dependencies,  be  cof^ 
firmed  and  guarantied  to  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  and  hia 
heirs  for  ever,  subject  only  to  the  annual  payment  of 
the  revenues  hitherto  paid  to  the  late  vizier ^  amounting  Be- 
nares sicca  rupees,  237,165,612,  to  be  disposed  of  as  is 
expressed  in  the  following  article :  thai  no  other  demand 
be  made  on  him  either  by  the  nabob  of  Otteie,  or  this  go* 
vemment;  nor  any  kind  of  authority  or  jurisdiction  be 
exercised  by  either  within  the  districts  assigned  him?^ 
To  which  minute  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  sub- 
join the  following  observation  in  writing,  and  recorded 
therewith  in  the  council  books,  that  is  to  say :  ^<  The 
rajah  of  BeuareSj  from  the  situation  of  his  country^ 
which  is  a  frontier  to  the  provinces  of  (hide  and  Bahatf 
matf  be  made  a  serviceable  ally  to  the  company,  whenever 
their  affairs  shall  reauire  it.  He  has  always  been  con^ 
sideredin  Um  l^ht  both  by  the  company  and  the  succes- 
sive  members  of  the  late  council ;  but  to  insure  his  at- 
tachment to  the  tompany^  his  interest  must  be  connected 
with  ity  widch  cannot  be  better  effected  than  by  freeing  him 
totally  from  the  REMAINS  of  his  present  vassalage, 
under  the  guarantee  and  protection  of  the  company ;  and 
at  the  saftte  time  guarding  him  against  any  apprehen^ 
sions  from  this  government^  by  thus  pledging  its  faith 
that  no  encroachment  shall  ever  be  made  on  his  riglUs  6y 
the  company.^*  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1775,  did  himself  propose,  among  other  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  relative  to  this  object,  one  of  the 
following  tenor :  **  that  whilst  the  rajah  shall  continue 
faithful  to  these  engagements,  and  punctual  in  his  pay- 
ments, and  shall  pay  due  obedience  to  the  authority  of 
this  government,  no  more  demands  shall  be  made  upon 
him  1^  the  imiooraUe  company  of  ANT  KIND ;  or,  on 
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•dj  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  any  person  be  allowed  t^ 
interfere  with  his  authority,  or  to  disturb  the  peace  of  his 
country."  And  the  said  article  was,  by  the  other  mem- 
Iters  of  the  council,  assented  to  without  debate. 

IX. 

On  transferring  the  rajah's  tribute  from  the  nabob  to 
the  company,  the  stipulation  with  the  nabob  was  renew- 
ed on  the  proposition  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  him* 
•elf,  and  expressed  in  a  yet  more  distinct  manner ;  name- 
ly, ^'  that  no  more  demands  shall  be  made  upon  him,  by 
the  honourable  company,  of  any  kind;"  and  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  in  justification  of  his  proposal  of  giving 
the  rajah  "  a  complete  and  uncontrolled  auUiority  over 
hit  zemindary,"  did  enter  on  the  council  book  the  follow- 
JBg  reasons  for  investing  him  with  the  same;  strongly  in- 
dicating the  situation  in  which  he  must  be  left  under  any 
other  circumstances,  whether  under  the  nabob  of  Oude, 
tir  under  the  English,  or  under  the  double  influence  of 
both ;  '*  that  the  security  of  his  person  and  possessions, 
from  the  company's  protection,  may  be  rated  equal  to 
many  lacks  of  rupees ;  wluch^  tkougk  saved  to  him^  are 
no  loss  to  tike  government^  on  which  he  depends,  being  all 
articles  of  invisible  expense;  in  fees  to  the  ministers  and 
officers  of  the  nabob;  in  the  charges  of  a  double  estab- 
lishment of  vackeels  to  both  governments ;  in  presents 
and  charges  of  accommodation  to  the  nabob,  during  his 
residence  at  any  place  within  the  boundaries  of  his  ze- 
mindary ;  in  ihefnmdsy  embesslements,  and  oppressions 
txercised  in  tlie  mini  and  cutwally  ;  beside  the  allowed 
profits  of  those  officers,  and  the  advantages,  which  every 
man  in  occasional  power,  or  in  the  credit  of  i/,  m^ht 
make  of  the  rajnh\s  known  weakness,  and  the  dread  he 
stood  in  both  at  the  displeasure  of  the  nabob,  and  the 
Ul'wUl  of  individuals  among  ilie  English,  wlio  were  all 
considered,  either  in  tlieir  present  stations  or  connexions, 
wr  the  ri^lit  of  succession,  as  members  of  the  stale  of 
Bengal.  It  would  be  scarce  possible  to  enumerate  all 
the  inconveniencie9,  to  which  the  nijah  was  liable  in  his 
former  situation^  or  to  estimate  the  precise  effect  which 
they  produced  on  his  revenue,  and  on  the  gross  amount 
of  his  expense ;  but  it  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  both 
were  enormous,  and  of  a  nature  the  most  likely  to  lessen 
the  profits  of  gdverDment,  instead  of  adding  to  them*^' 
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And  in  justificatioD  of  his  proposal  of  giving  the  rajah 
the  symbols  of  sorereigaty  in  the  power  of  life  and 
death,  and  in  the  coining  of  money,  as  pledges  of  his  tn- 
dependencej  he  states  the  deplorable  situation  of  princes 
reduced  to  dependence  on  the  vizier,  or  the  company, 
and  obliged  to  entertain  an  English  resident  at  their 
couri,  in  the  followiog  words :  ^'  It  is  proposed  to  receive 
the  payment  of  his  (the  rajah's)  rents  at  Patna,  because 
that  is  the  nearest  provincial  station,  and  because  it  would 
not  frustrate  the  intoiiion  of  refiderin^  tlie  rajah  inde^ 
pendent.  If  a  resident  was  appointed  to  receive  the  mo- 
ney, as  it  became  due,  at  Benares,  such  a  resident  would 
unavoidably  acquire  an  influence  over  the  rajab^  and  over 
his  country,  which  would  in  effect  render  him  tlie  master 
of  both.  This  consequence  might  not  perhaps  be  brought 
completely  to  pass  without  a  stniggUy  and  many  appeals 
to  councily  which,  in  a  government  constituted  like  this^ 
cannot  fail  to  terminate  against  the  rajah ;  and  by  the 
construction^  to  which  his  opposition  to  the  agent  would 
be  liable^  m^ht  eventually  draw  on  him  severe  restrict 
iionsy  and  in  reducing  tiimto  tlie  mean  and  depraved  stfite 
of  a  mere  zemindar.^* 

X. 

That  in  order  to  satisfy  the  said  rajah  of  the  intent- 
tions  of  the  company  towards  him,  and  of  the  true  sense 
and  construction  of  the  grants  to.  him,  the  said  rajah,  te 
be  made,  the  governor  general  (he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings)  and  council  did,  on  the  24th  August,  177&, 
instruct  Mr.  Fowke,  the  resident  at  the  rajaii's  court,  in 
the  following  words :  *'  It  is  proper  to  assure  the  rajah  we 
denot  mean  to  increase  his  tribute,  but  to  require  from  him 
an  exact  sum.  That,  under  the  sovereignty  of  the  com- 
pany, we  are  determined  to  leave  him  the  free  and  uncon- 
controlled  management  of  the  internal  government  of  hi» 
country,  and  the  collection  and  regulation  of  the  revenues,, 
so  long  as  he  adheres  to  the  terms  of  his  engagement ;  and 
will  never  demand  any  augmentation  of  the  annual  tri- 
bute which  may  be  fixed." 

XI. 

• 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  council  gene- .  ' 
xal,  not  being  satisfied  with  having  instructed  the  resi- 


24fi  ARTICLES  dF  CHAR6E 

..  4lBt  to  make  the  representation  aforesaid,  to  remove  all 
inpicion  tliat  by  the  new  grants  any  attempt  should  in- 
lidiously  be  made  to  change  his  former  tenure,  did  re- 
aolre  that  a  letter  should  be  written  by  the  governor  ge- 
neral himself  to  the  rajah  of  Benares,  to  be  delivered  to 
Mr.  Fowke  the  resident,  together  with  his  credentials ; 
in  which  letter  they  declare  "  the  board  willing  to  con- 
tinue the  grant  of  the  zemindary  to  him,  in  as  full  and 
timple  a  manner  as  he  possessed  it  from  former  sove^ 
reigns ;  and  on  his  paying  the  annual  tribute,  &c."  And 
ID  explaining  the  reasons  for  granting  to  him  the  mint 
and  criminal  justice,  they  inform  him,  :bat  this  is  done  in 
order  ^'  that  he  may  possess  an  uncotUrolled  and  free 
authority  in  the  regulation  and  government  of  his  zemin- 
*u-y." 

XII 

That,  on  the  26th  February,  1776,  the  board  and 
eouncil  did  order  that  the  proper  instruments  should  be 
prepared  for  conveying  to  the  rajah  aforesaid,  the  go- 
vernment and  criminal  justice  and  mint  of  Benares,  with 
its  dependencies,  ^*  in  the  usual  form ;  expressing  the 
conditions  already  resolved  on  in  the  several  proceedings 
of  the  board.' ^  And  on  the  same  day  a  letter  was  writ- 
ten to  the  resident  at  Benares,  signifying  that  they  had 
ordered  the  proper  instruments  to  be  prepared,  specify- 
ing the  terms  concerning  the  remittance  of  the  rajah's 
tilbute  to  Calcutta,  as  well  as  <<  the  several  other  condi- 
tiofts  which  had  been  already  agreed  to  ;  and  that  they 
flbould  forward  it  to  him,  to  be  delivered  to  the  rajah." 
And  on  the  20th  of  March,  following,  the  board  did  again 
explain  the  terms  of  the  said  tribute  in  a  letter  to  the 
court  of  directors ;  and  did  add,  '^  that  a  sannud  (grant  or 
patent)  for  his  (Cheit  Sing's)  zemindary  should  be  fur^ 
nisbed  him  on  tliese  and  the  conditions  before  agreed 


an.'' 


XIIL 

That  during  the  course  of  the  transactions  aforesaid 
in  council,  and  the  various  assurances  given  to  tlie  ra- 
jah and  the  court  of  directors,  certain  improper  and 
fraudulent  practices  were  used  with  regard  to  the  sym- 
bols gf  investiture,  which  ought  to  have  been  given,  and 
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the  form  of  the  deeds,  by  which  the  said  semindtij 
ought  to  have  been  granted :  for  it  appears  that  the  orl> 
ginal  deeds  were  signed  by  the  board  on  the  4th  Sep* 
tember,  1775*  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Fowke,  the  resi- 
dent  at  the  nyah's  court ;  and  that,  on  the  20th  of  No- 
vember following,  the  court  of  directors  were  acquaint- 
ed by  (he  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  council,  that 
Rajah  Cheit  Sing  had  been  invested  with  the  sannud 
(charters  or  patents)  for  his  zemindary,  and  the  keilant 
(or  robes  of  investiture)  in  all  the  proper  forms.  Buty 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1775,  the  rajah  did  complain  to 
the  governor  general  and  council,  that  the  kellaut  (or 
robes)  with  which  he  was  to  be  invested  according  to 
their  order,  '*  is  not  of  the  same  kind  as  that  which  be 
received  from  the  late  vizier  on  the  like  occasion."  In 
consequence  of  the  said  complaint,  the  board  did,  ia 
their  letter  to  the  resident  of  the  11th  of  the  samo 
month,  desire  him  "  to  make  inquiry  respecting  the  na- 
ture of  the  kellaut,  and  invest  him  with  one  of  the  same 
sort  on  the  part  of  this  government,  instead  of  that 
which  they  formerly  described  to  him."  And  it  appears 
highly  probable,  that  the  instruments  which  accompanied 
the  said  robes  of  investiture  were  made  in  a  manner  con- 
formable to  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  board,  and  the 
conditions  by  them  agreed  to ;  as  the  rajah,  who  complain- 
ed of  the  insufficiency  of  the  robes,  did  make  no  com- 
plaint of  the  insufficiency  of  the  instruments,  or  of  any 
deviation  in  them  from  those  he  had  formerly  received 
from  the  vizier.  But  a  copy  or  dttplicate  of  the  said 
deeds  or  instruments^  were  in  some  rmmner  surreptitiously 
disposed  of  and  withheld  from  Ike  records  of  the  company^ 
and  never  were  transmitted  to  tlie  court  of  directors. 

XIV. 

That  several  months  after  the  said  settlement  and  in- 
vestiture, namely,  on  the  Idthof  April,  1776,  the  se- 
cretary informed  the  court  that  he  had  prepared  a  san- 
nud, cabbolut,  and  pottali  (that  is,  a  patent,  an  agree- 
ment, and  a  rent  roll)  for  Cheit  Sing's  zemindary ;  and 
the  board  ordered  the  same  to  be  executed.  But  the 
resident,  on  receiving  the  same,  did  transmit  the  several 
objections  made  by  the  rajah  thereto,  and  particularly 
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lira  cTaine  in  the  patent,  made  in  direct  contradficttDar 
to  the  engagements  of  the  cooncii  bo  solemoly  and  re*- 
peatedijr  given :  by  whrch  ctaase'  the  former  patents  are 
declared  to  be  nvIL  Tiiat  on  the  representation  afore- 
•aid,  on  the  29th  July,  the  secretary  waa  ordered  to  pre- 
pare new  and  proper  tn^trmnentsv  omUtingtht  clause  de- 
clnring  the  former  patents  to  be  null,  and  tlic  said  new 
{mtents  were  dtlirered  to-  the  rajah;  and  the  othera^ 
which  he  objected  to^  as  weH  as  those  which  had  been 
delivered  to  hin  originally,  were  retarned  to  tlie  presh- 
dency.  Bnt  neither  the  first  set  of  deeds>  nor  the  fraud- 
vient  i)atent  aforesaid,  nor  the  new  instruments  made 
eat  on  the  complaint  of  the  rajah,  omitting  the  excep- 
libnable  words,  have  been  inserted  in  the  records,  al- 
tbongh  it  was  the  particular  duty  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  that  all  transactions  with  the  country  powers 
should  be  faithfuUy  entered ;  as  well  as  to  take  care  that 
all  instruments  transmitted  to  them,  on  the  faith  of  the 
company,  sliontd  be  honestly,  candidly,  and  fairly  exe- 
cuted, according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  company : 
giving,  by  the  said  complicated,  artificial,  and  fraudulent 
management,  as  well  as  by  his  said  omitting  to  record  the 
said  material  document,  strong  reason -to  presume  that 
be  did  even  then  medita^  to  make  some  evU  use  of  the 
deeds  which  he  thus  withheld  firom  the  company,  and 
which  he  did  afterwards  in  reality  make,  when  he  found 
means  and  opportunity  to  efTect  hi»  evil  purpose. 


PART  II. 

Designs  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  ruin  the  Rdjah  ofBmarfn. 

I. 

That  the  tribute  transferred^  to  Ae  company  by  the 
treaty  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  being  250,000/.  a  year 
sterling,  and  upwards,  without  any  deductions  whatsoever, 
was  paid  monthly,  with  such  punctual  exactness,  as  had 
no  parallel  in  the  company's  dealings  with  any  of  the  na« 
five  princes,  or  with  any  subject  zemindar,  being  the 
tely  one  who  never  was  in  arrears;  and,  according,  to-all 
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appearance,  a  perfect  hansony  did  prevail  between  the 
supreme  council  at  Calcutta  and  the  rajah.     But  though 
the  rajsh  of  Benares  Farniahed  no  occasion  of  displeasure 
to  the  board,  yet  k  since  appears  that  the  said  Warrea 
Hastings  did,  at  some  time  in  the  year  1777,  conceive 
displeasure  against  him.     In  that  year,  he,  the  said  Wai^ 
ren  Hastings,  retracted  his  own  act  of  resignation  of  his 
office,  made  to  the  court  of  directors  through  his  agent 
Mr.  Macleane;  and,  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  military  to 
support  him  in  his  authority,  brought  the  divisions  of  the 
government,  according  to  his  own  expression,  *^  to  an  ex- 
tremity bordering  on  civil  violence."     This  extremitj 
he  attributes,  in  a  narrative  by  him  transmitted  to  the 
court  of  directors,  and  printed,  not  to  his  own  fraud  and 
prevarication,  but  to  what  he  calls  *'  an  attempt  to  wrest 
from  him  his  authority ;"  and  in  the  said  narrative  lie  pre- 
tends that  the  rajah  of  Benares  had  deputed  an  agent 
with  an  express  commission  to  his  opponent  Sir  John 
Clavertng.     This  fact,  if  it  had  been  true  (which  is  not 
proved)  was  in  no  sort  criminal  or  oflfensive  to  the  com- 
pany's government ;  but  was  at  first  sight  nothing  more 
than  a  proper  mark  of  duty  and  respect  to  the  supposed 
succession  of  office.     Nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive  ia 
what  maimer  it  could  oiTend  the  said  Hastings,  if  he  did 
>)ot  imi^ine  that  the  express  commission,  to  which  in  the 
said  narrative  he  refers,  might  relate  to  tiie  discovery  te 
Sir  John  Clavering  of  some  practice,  which  he  might 
wish  to  conceal ;  the  said  Clavering,  whom  he  styles 
**  hiS  opfoiunly^  having  been  engaged,  in  obedience  to 
the  company's  express  orders,  in  tlie  discovery  of  sun- 
dry  peculations,  and  other  evil  practices,  charged  upon 
the  said  Hastings.     But  although,  at  the  time  of  the  said 
pretended  deputation,  he  dissembled  his  resentment,  it 
appears  to  have  rankled  in  his  mind,  and  that  he  never 
forgave  it,  of  whatever  nature  it  might  have  been  (the 
same  never  havii>g  been  by  him  explained ;)  and  some 
years  after  he  recorded  it  in  his  justification  of  his  op- 
pressive conduct  towards  the  rajah,  urging  the  same  with 
great  virulence  and  asperity  as  a  proof  or  presumptioB 
of  hit  the  said  rajah's  disaflectiou  to  the  company's  go- 
Temment ;  and,  by  his  subsequent  acts,  he  seems  from 
the  Grst  to  have  resolved,  when  opportunity  should  occur, 
ep  e  severe  revenge. 
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II. 

That  having  obtained,  in  his  casting  vote,  a  majority  in 
council  on  the  death  of  Sir  John  Claveriug  and  Mr* 
Blonson,  he  did  suddenly,  and  without  any  pre?iouB  ge- 
neral communication  with  the  members  of  the  board,  by 
m  minute  of  consultation  of  the  9th  of  July,  1778,  make 
an  extraordinary  demand,  namely,  ^<  that  the  rajah  of 
Benares  should  consent  to  the  establishment  of  three  re- 
gular battalions  of  sepoys,  to  he  raised  and  maintained 
iU  kis  own  expense ;"  and  the  said  expense  was  estimated 
•t  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

III. 

That  the  said  requisition  did  suppose  the  consent  of 
die  rajah,  the  very  word  being  inserted  in  the  body  of 
bit,  the  said  Warren  Hastings'  minute;  and  the  same 
was  agreed  to,  though  with  some  doubts  on  the  parts  of  two 
of  bis  colleagues,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler,  concerning 
the  right  of  making  the  same,  even  worded  as  it  was.  But 
Sir.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler  soon  after  finding  that  the 
lajah  was  much  alarmed  by  this  departure  from  the 
tmty,  the  requisition  aforesaid  was  strenuously  opposed 
by  them.  The  said  Hastings  did,  notwithstanding  this 
opposition,  persevere ;  and  by  his  casting  vote  alone  did 
carry  the  said  unjust  and  oppressive  demand.  The  rajah 
submitted,  after  some  murmuring  and  remonstrance,  to 
y  the  sum  required;  but  on  the  express  condition  (as 
as  been  frequently  asserted  by  him  to  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  witiiout  any  contradiction)  that  the  exaction 
■hould  continue  but  for  one  year^  and  slunild  not  be 
drawn-  into  precedent.  He  also  requested  that  the  ex- 
inordinary  demand  should  be  paid  along  with  the  iostal- 
ments  of  his  monthly  tribute :  but  although  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  did  not  so  much  as  pretend  that  the  instant 
Eayment  was  at  all  necessary,  and  though  he  was  urged 
y  his  before-mentioned  colleagues  to  moderate  his  pro- 
ceedings, he  did  insist  upon  immediate  payment  of  the 
whole :  and  did  deliver  his  demand  in  proud  and  insulting 
language,  wholly  unfit  for  a  governor  of  a  civilized  natbe 
to  use  towards  eminent  persons  in  alliance  with,  and  in 
honourable  and  free  dependence  upon,  its  government ; 
and  did  support  the  same  with  arguments  full  of  unwar- 
rantable  passion^  and  with  references  to  reports  affecting 
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merely  his  own  personal  power  and  consideration,  which 
reports  were  not  proved,  nor  attempted  to  be  pro?ed  ; 
and,  if  proved,  furnishing  reasons  insufficient  for  his 
purpose,  and  indecent  in  any  public  proceeding's.  That 
the  said  Hastings  did  cause  the  said  sums  of  money  to 
be  rigorously  exacted,  although  no  such  regular  batta- 
lions as  he  pretended  to  establish  as  a  colour  for  his 
demand  on  the  rajah,  were  then  raised,  or  any  steps 
taken  towards  raising  them.  And  when  the  said  rajah 
pleaded  his  inability  to  pay  the  whole  sum  at  once, 
ne,  tl^  said  Hastings,  persevering  in  his  said  outrage* 
ous  and  violent  demeanour,  did  order  the  resident  .to 
wait  on  the  rajah  forthwith,  and  ^<  demand  of  him  in  per- 
son, and  by  writing,  the  full  payment  in  s|>ecies  to  be 
made  to  him  within  five  days  of  such  demand ;  and  to  de- 
clare to  him,  in  the  name  of  tliis  government,  that  bis 
evading  or  neglecting  to  accomplish  the  payment  thereof 
within  that  S[)ace  of  time  should  be  deemed  equivalent  to 
anabsoltiUe  refusal;  and  in  case  of  noncompliance  with 
this  (the  resident's)  demand,  we  peremptorily  enjoin  jfou 
to  refrain  from  all  furtlier  intercourse  with  him:**  the 
said  Hastings  appearing,  by  all  his  proceedings,  to  be 
more  disposed  to  bring  on  a  quarrel  with  the  prince  of 
Benares,  than  to  provide  money  for  any  public  service* 

IV. 

That  the  said  demand  was  complied  with,  and  the 
whole  thereof  paid  on  the  10th  of  October,  that  year* 
And  the  said  rajah  did  write  to  the  said  Hastings  a  let* 
ter,  in  order  to  mitigate  and  mollify  him,  declaring  tq 
the  said  Hastings,  that  iiis  sole  reliance  was  on  bimt 
«<  and  that  in  every  instance  he  depended  on  his  faith,  re- 
ligion, prombes,  and  actions."  But  he,  Uie  said  Warren 
Hastings,  as  if  the  being  reminded  of  his  £aith  and  pro- 
mises were  an  incentive  to  him  to  violate  the  same,  al- 
though he  had  agreed  that  his  demand  should  not  be 
drawn  into  precedent,  and  the  payment  of  the  50,000/. 
aforesaid  should  continue  only  for  one  year,  did,  the  very 
day  after  he  had  received  the  letter  aforesaid,  renew  a 
demand  of  the  same  nature,  and  on  the  very  same  pre- 
tence, this  year,  even  less  plausible  than  the  former,  of 
three  battalions  to  be  raised.  The  said  rajah,  on  being 
informed  of  this  requisition,  did  remind  the  said  Warreu 
Hastings  that  he  engaged,  in  the  last  year,  that  but  one 
payment  should  be  made,  and  that  he  should  not  be  call- 
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ed  upon  in  fulare ;  and  pleading  inabilitj  to  discharge 
the  new  demand,  declared  himself  in  the  following  words 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  *<  I  am  therefore  hopeful 
you  will  be  kindlj  pleased  to  excuse  me  the  five  lacks 
DOW  demanded,  and  that  nothing  may  be  demanded  of  me 
beyond  the  amount  expressed  in  the  pottah." 

V. 

That  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  that 
is,  on  the  2Qth  August,  1779,  he,  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tiiq^,  made  a  reply  to  the  said  letter ;  and,  without  any 
remark  whatsoever  on  the  allegation  of  the  rajah,  stating 
to  him  his  engagement,  that  he,  the  said  rajah,  should  not 
be  called  upon  in  future,  he  says,  '*  I  now  repeat  my  de- 
mandy  that  you  do,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  witJiout  eva- 
sion or  delay,  pay  the  6ve  lack  of  rupees  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Graham,  who  has  orders  to  receive  it 
firoffl  you ;  and  in  case  of  your  refusal,  to  summon  the 
two  battalions  of  sepoys,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Camac,  to  Benares,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to 
oblige  you  to  a  compliance  :  and,  in  this  case,  the  whole 
expense  of  the  corps,  from  the  time  of  its  march,  will  fall 
on  you-'* 

VL 

That  the  said  rajah  did  a  second  and  third  time  repre- 
twnt  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  broke  his 
promise,  and  the  said  Hastings  did  in  no  manner  deny 
the  same ;  but  did  in  contempt  thereof,  as  well  as  of  the 
original  treaty  between  the  company  and  the  rajah,  or- 
der two  battallions  of  troops  to  march  into  his  territo^ 
ries,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  harsh,  insulting,  and  de- 
spotic, as  if  to  provoke  that  prince  to  some  act  of  resist- 
ance, did  compel  him  to  the  payment  of  the  said  second 
unjust  demand  ;  and  did  extort  also  the  sum  of  2,000/. 
on  pretence  of  the  charge  of  tlie  troops  employed  to  co- 
erce him. 

VH. 

That  the  third  year,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  year  1780, 
(he  tame  demand  was,  with  the  same  menaces,  renewed; 
and  did,  as  before,  produco  neveral  humble  remonstniices 
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ind  Bubmissive  complaints^  which  the  said  Hasting  dM 
always  treat  as  crimes  and  offences  of  the  highest  order: 
and  although  in  the  regular  subsidy  or  tribute,  which 
was  monthly  payable  by  treaty,  fifty  days  of  grace 
were  allowed  on  each  payment,  and  after  the  expifatioi 
of  the  said  fifty  days,  one  quarter  per  cent,  only  was 
provided  as  a  penalty,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ob 
9N)me  short  delay  of  payment  of  his  third  arbitrary  and 
illegal  demand,  did  presume,  of  his  own  authority,  to 
impose  a  fine  or  mulct  of  10,000/.  on  the  said  rajah;  end 
tliough  it  does  not  appear  whether  or  no  the  same  was 
actually  levied,  the  said  threat  was  soon  after  followed 
by  an  order  from  the  said  Hastings,  for  the  march  of 
troops  into  the  country  of  Benares,  as  in  the  preceding 
vear. 

vni. 

That  these  violent  and  insulting  measures  failing  t# 
provoke  the  rajah,  and  he  having  paid  up  the  whole  de« 
mand,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  being  resolved  to  drive 
him  to  extremities,  did  make  on  the  said  rajah  a  sudden 
demand,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  tribute  or  subsidy 
of  266,000t.  per  annum,  and  over  and  above  the  5O,O0Ol. 
extraordinary,  to  provide  a  body  of  cavalry  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Bengal  government. 

IX. 

The  demand,  as  expressed  in  the  minute  of  consuftat 
lion,  and  in  the  public  instructions  of  the  board  to  the 
resident  to  make  the  requisition,  is,  "  for  such  part  of  the. 
cavalry  entertained  in  his  service  as  he  can  spare ;"  and 
the  demand  is  in  this,  and  in  no  other  manner  described 
by  the  governor  general  and  council  in  their  letter  to  the 
court  of  directors.  But  in  a  narrative  of  the  said  War* 
ren  Hastings,  addressed  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire^  it 
appears,  that  upon  the  rajah's  making  difficulties,  ac- 
cording  to  the  representation  of  the  said  Hastings,  rela* 
tive  to  the  said  requisition,  the  correspondence  concern- 
ing which  the  said  Hastings  hath  fraudulently  suppressed, 
he,  the  said  Hastings,  instead  of  adhering  to  the  requi^i 
sition  of  such  cavalry  (us  the  rajah  could  spare^  and 
which  was  all  that  by  the  order  of  council  he  was  autiioriyr 
ed  to  make,  did,  of  his  own  private  and  arbitrary  authority^ 
In  some  fetter  which  he  hath  suppressed,  instruct  ihiL 


256  4BTI0LEa  of  CftASOC 

resident,  Markham,  to  make  a  peremptory  demand  for 
2000  cavaliy,  which  he  well  knew  to  be  more  than  the 
rajah's  finances  could  support,  estimating  the  provision 
for  the  same  at  96,000/.  a  year  at  the  lowest,  though 
the  expense  of  the  same  would  probably  have  been  much 
Viore:  which  extravagant  demand  the  said  Hastings 
could  only  have  made  in  hopes  of  provoking  the  rajah  to 
some  imprudent  measure,  or  passionate  remonstrance^ 
And  this  arbitrary  demand  of  cavalry  was  made,  and  pe- 
remptorily insisted  on,  although  in  the  original  treaty 
with  the  said  rajah,  it  was  left  entirely  optional  whether 
or  not  he  siiould  keep  up  any  cavalry  at  all :  and  in  the 
minute  of  consultaiion  it  was  expressly  mentioned  to  be 
thus  optional ;  and  that  for  whatsoever  cavalry  he,  the 
said  rajah,  should  furnish,  he  should  be  paid  fifteen  ru- 
pees per  month  for  each  private,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
i^cers;  yet  the  demand  aforesaid  was  made  without 
any  offer  whatsoever  of  providing  the  said  payment  ac- 
cording to  treaty* 

X. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  soon  after,  but  upon  what 
nrounds  does  not  appear  by  any  minute  of  council,  or 
irom  any  correspondence  containc  d  in  his  narrative,  re* 
duce  the  demand  to  fifteen  hundred,  and  afterwards  to 
one  thousand  ;  by  which  he  sliowed  himself  to  be  sensi- 
ble of  the  extravagance  of  his  first  requisition. 

XL 

That  in  consequence  of  these  requisitions,  as  he  asserts 
in  his  narrative  aibresaid,  the  rajah  *^  did  offer  two  bun* 
dred  and  fifty  horse,  but  sent  none/'  But  the  said  Has- 
tings doth  not  accompany  his  said  narrative  with  any 
voucher  or  document  whatever ;  and  therefore  the  ac- 
count given  by  the  r: jab,  and  delivered  to  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  himself,  inserted  by  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings himself  in  his  narrative,  and  in  no  part  tliereof  at- 
tempted to  be  impeached,  is  more  worthy  of  credit ;  that 
is  to  say, 

**  Witli  respect  to  the  horse,  you  desired  me  in  your 
letter  to  inform  you  what  number  I  could  aflbrd  to  sta- 
tion with  you*  I  sent  you  a  particular  account  of  all 
that  were  in  my  servicei  amounting  to  one  thousand 
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fhttt  haodred  horse,  of  which  several  were  stationed  tt 
distant  places ;  but  I  received  no  answer  to  this.  Mr. 
Markham  delivered  me  an  order  to  prepare  a  thousand 
horse.  In  compliance  with  yonr  wishes^  I  •  collected 
five  huiidred  horse,  and  a  substitute  for  the  remaindert 
five  hundred  burkundasses  [matchlock  men]  of  which  I 
sent  you  information  ;  and  i  told  Mr.  Markham  that  they 
were  ready  to  go  to  whatever  place  they  should  be  sent* 
No  answer,  however,  came  from  you  on  this  head,  and  I 
remained  astonished  at  the  cause  of  it.  Repeatedly  I 
asked  Mr.  Markham  about  an  answer  to  my  letter  aboat 
the  horse ;  but  he  told  me  that  he  did  not  know  the  fea* 
son  of  no  answer  having  been  sent*  I  remained  ilsto* 
nisbed." 

XII. 

That  the  said  Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  ofTence,  hi 
not  giving  an  answer  to  letters  of  such  imjX)rtance,  and!^ 
in  concealing  the  said  letters  from  the  court  uf  directors, 
as  well  as  much  of  his  correspondence  with  the  residents ;, 
and  more  particularly  in  not  directing  to  what  place  the 
cavalry  and  matchlock  men  aforesaid  should  be  sent, 
when  the  rajah  had  declared  they  were  ready  to  go  to 
whatever  service  should  be  destined  for  them,  and  after- 
wards in  maliciously  accusing  the  rajah  for  not  having 
aeot  the  same.  ^ 

XIII. 

That,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1781,  a  new  demand  for 
the  Bopport  of  the  three  fictitious  battalions  of  sepoys, 
nforesaid  was  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  but, 
whilst  the  rajah  was  paying  by  instalments  the  said  arbi- 
trary demand,  the  said  rajah  was  alarmed  with  some  io- 
telligence  of  secret  projects  on  foot  for  his  ruin ;  and 
being  well  apprized  of  the  malicious  and  revengeful  tem« 

r  of  the  aaid  Hastings,  in  order  to  pacify  liim,  if  poisi- 
]ff  offered  to  redeem  himself  by  a  large  ransom,  to  th^ 
amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  be 
paid  for  the  use  of  the  company.  And  it  appears  that 
the  aaid  alarm  was  far  from  groundless ;  for  Major  Palmer, 
one  of  the  secret  and  confidential  agents  of  the  said  Has- 
tiogi,  hath  sworn,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1781,  at  tb0 
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^•ire  of  the  aaid  Warren  Hastinggy  before  Sir  Elijah 
Impej,  to  the  following  effect :  that  is  to  say,  '^  that  the 
'•aia  Warren  Hastings  had  told  him,  the  said  Palmer, 
that  be,  the  jaid  Hastings,  had  rejected  the  ofier  of  two 
ktmdred  t)ii)asand  pounds  made  by  the  rajah  of  Benares 
ibr  the  public  service ;  and  that  he  was  resolved  to  con- 
toi  Ike  faults  committed  by  the  rajah  into  n  public  be- 
iufitt  and  would  exact  the  sum  of  500,0001.  as  a  punbh- 
neatfor  his  breach  of  engagements  with  the  government 
of  Bengal,  and  acts  of  misconduct  m  his  zemindary; 
aad,  if  the  rajah  should  absolutely  refuse  the  demand, 
tbftt  he  would  deprive  him  of  his  zemindary,  or  tramr- 
fer  the  sovereignty  thereof  to  the  nabob  of  Oude.'^ 

XIV. 

And  Mr.  Anderson,  in  his  declaration  from  Scindia's 
camp,  of  the  4th  of  January,  1782,  did  also,  at  the  de- 
aire  of  Mr.  Hastings,  depose  (though  not  on  oath)  con- 
cerning a  conversation  between  him  and  the  said  Has- 
tingii  (but  mentioning  neither  the  time  nor  place  where 
the  same  was  held ;)  in  which  conversation,  after  reciting 
the  allegations  of  the  said  Hastings  relative  to  several 
liarticulars  of  the  delay  and  backwardness  of  the  rajah  in 
paying  the  aforesaid  extra  demand,  and  his  resolution  to 
exact  from  the  rajah  ''  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to 
the  relief  of  the  company's  exigencies,"  he  proceeds  in 
tlie following  words:  <^  that  if  he  (the  rajah)  consented, 
YOU  (the  said  Warren  Hastings)  were  desirous  o(  estab- 
lishing his  possessions  on  the  most  perfninenl  and  e/igfi- 
bh  footing  ;  but,  if  he  refused,  you  had  it  in  your  power 
ia  raise  a  large  sum  for  the  company,  by  accepting  an 
offer  which  had  been  made  ibr  his  districts  by  the  vizier.'* 
And  the  said   Anderson,  in  the   declaration    aforesaid, 
inad^  at  the  request  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  address- 
ed to  him,  expressed    himself  as    follows:  <' that  j^ou 
told  me  you  had  communicated  our  designs  to  Mr.  Whe- 
ler  (bis  only  remaining  colleague ;)  and  1  believe,  but  I  do 
liot  positively  recollect,  you  said  he  concurred  in  them." 
But  no  trace  of  any  such  communication  or  concurrence 
ilic^  at  the  time  referred  to,  or  at  any  time  ever  after,  ap- 
pear on  the  consultations,  as  it  ought  to  have  done;  and 
the  said  Hastings  is  criminal  for  having  omitted  to  enter 
and  record  the  proceeding.     That  the  said  Wheler  did 
also  declare,  but  a  considerable  time  after  the  date  of  the 
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conversations  aforesaid,  that,  <*  on  the  eve  of  the  governor 
general's  departure,  the  said  Hastings  had  told  hios,  tbif 
the  rajah's  offences  (not  stating  what  offences,  he  bafiqg 

5>aid  up  all  the  demands,  ordinary  and  extraordinary)  f»erf 
eclartd  to  require  early  punishment ;  and  as  bin  wealA^ 
Tvas  greats  and  the  company^ 8  exigencies  pressings  it  wai 
thought  a  measure  of  policy  and  justice  to  exact  m)m  hint 
a  large  pecuniary  mulct  for  their  relief.  The  sum  W 
which  the  governor  declared  his  resolution  to  extend  iht 
fine,  was  forty  or  fifty  lacks ;  his  ability  to  pay  it  was  ttft* 
ted  as  a  fact,  that  could  not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  the 
two  alternatives,  on  which  the  governor  declared  hiaunlf 
to  have  resolved,  were,  to  the  best  of  my  recollectbn, 
either  a  removal  from  his  zemindary  entirely;  or,  bjT 
taking  immediate  possession  of  all  his  forts,  to  obtain  out 
of  the  treasure  deposited  in  them  the  above  sum  for  the 
company." 

XV. 

That,  in  the  declaration  of  the  said  Wheler,  the  timf 
of  the  conversation  aforesaid  is  stated  to  be  on  the  eve  dc 
the  governor's  departure,  and  then  said  to  be  confident 
tial ;  nor  is  it  said  or  insinuated  that  he  knew  or  ever 
heard  thereof  at  a  more  early  period;  though  it  appear! . 
by  Major  Palmer's  affidavit,  that  the  design  of  taking,  not 
four  or  five,  but  absolutely  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 
from  the  rajah,  was  communicated  to  him  as  early  as 
the  month  of  June.  And  it  does  not  appear  by  the  de- 
clarations of  the  said  Wheler,  he  did  ever  casually  or  of- 
ficially approve  of  the  measure ;  which  long  concealment 
and  late  communication,  time  not  being  allowed  to  hit 
colleague  to  consider  the  nature  and  consequences  of 
such  a  project,  or  to  advise  any  precaution  concerning 
the  same,  is  a  high  misdemeanour. 

XVI. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  having  formed  a  resolution  to 
execute  one  of  the  three  violent  and  arbitrary  resolutions 
aforesaid,  namely,  to  sell  the  company's  sovereignty  over 
Benares  to  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  or  to  dispossess  the  ra- 
jah of  hia  territories ;  or  to  seize  upon  his  forts,  and  to 
plunder  them  of  the  treasure  therem  contained,  to  the 
amount  of  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  did  re* 
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jeet  the  offer  of  two  hundred  thousand  poundSy  tendered 
hj  the  said  rajah  for  his  redemption  from  the  injuries 
which  he  had  discovered  that  the  said  Hastings  had  clan- 
destinely meditated  against  him,  although  the  sum  afore- 
said would  have  been  a  considerable  and  seasonable  ac- 
quisition at  that  time ;  the  said  Hastings  being  determined^ 
•t  a  critical  period,  to  risk  the  existence  of  the  British 
empire,  ratlier  than  fail  in  the  gratification  of  his  revenge 
agaiost  the  said  rajah. 

XVII. 

iThat  the  first  of  his  three  instituted  projects,  namely, 
th^  depriving  the  rajah  of  his  territories,  was  by  himself 
considered  as  a  measure  likely  to  be  productive  of  much 
odium  to  the  British  government ;  he  having  declared, 
whatever  opinions  he  mightentertainof  its  justice,  ^*that 
it  would  have  an  appearance  of  severity ;  and  might  fur- 
nish grounds  unfavourable  to  the  credit  of  our  govern- 
menif  and  to  his  own  repuiatioUy  frpm  the  natural  in- 
fluence, which  every  act  of  rigour^  exercbed  in  the  per- 
tons  of  men  in  elevated  ^imlionsy  b  apt  to  impress  on 
those  who  are  too  remote  from  the  scene  of  action  to 
judge,  by  any  evidence  of  the  facts  themselves,  of  their 
motives  or  propriety.''  And  the  second  attempt,  the 
mrai  of  money  which  he  aimed  at  by  attacking  the 
fiirtresses  of  the  rajah,  and  plundering  them  of  the  trea- 
sure supposed  to  be  there  secured,  beside  the  obvious 
uncertainty  of  acquiring  what  was  thus  sought,  would  be 
liable  to  the  same' imputations  with  the  former.  And 
with  regard  to  the  third  project,  nan^ely,  the  sale  of 
the  company's  sovereignty  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  his 
bavin^  actually  received  proposals  for  the  same,  it  was 
ad  high  offence  to  the  company,  as  presuming,  Without 
their  authority  or  consent,  to  put  up  to  sale  their  sove- 
reign riglits ;  and  particularly  to  put  them  up  to  sale  to  ^ 
that  very  person,  against  whom  the  independence  of  the 
aaid  province  had  been  declared  by  the  governor  general 
and  council  to  be  necessary,  as  a  barrier  for  the  security 
s««  CI  the  other  provinces,  in  case  of  a  future  rupture  with 
^^,  him.  It  was  an  heinous  injury  to  the  said  rajah,  to  at- 
letter.  tempt  to  change  his  relation  without  his  consent,  espe- 
cmlly  on  account  of  the  person  to  whom  he  was  to  be  made 
over  for  money,  by  reason  of  the  known  enmity  subsisting 
between  his  family  and  that  of  the  nabob,  who  was  to  be  the 
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pordiaser ;  and  it  was  a  grievous  outrage  on  the  innocent  iii- 
nabitants  of  the  zeminda<  y  of  Benares,  to  propose  putting- 
them  under  a  person  long  before  described  by  itimself  to 
the  court  of  directors,  '^  to  want  the  quahties  of  the  head 
and  heart  requisite  for  his  station;"  and  in  a  letter  from 
the  British  resident  at  Oude,  transmitted  to  the  said  court, 
represents  him  '*  to  have  wholly  lost,  by  h.h  np^ressionSt 
the  confidence  and  affections  of  bis  own  subjects  ;*'  and 
whose  distresses,  and  the  known  disorders  in  lis  govern- 
ment, he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  attribute  solely  to  his 
own  bad  conduct  and  evil  character:  admitting  also  in  a 
letter  written  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esq.  and  transmitted 
to  the  court  of  directors,  ^'  that  many  circumstances  <lid 
favour  suspicion  of  his  (the  said  nabob's  fidelity  to  the 
Ji^ngUah  interest,  the  nabob  being  surrounded  by  men  base 
in  their  characters,  and  improvident  in  their  understand- 
ings, his  favourites  and  his  companions  of  his  looser  hoars. 
These  had  every  cause  to  dread  the  efiect  of  my  influ- 
ence on  theirs ;  and  both  these,  and  the  relations  of  the 
family,  whose  views  of  c^onsequence  and  power  were  iD- 
tercepted  hy  our  participation  in  tlie  administration  of 
bis  affiiirs,  entertainec}  a  mortal  hatred  to  our  nation,  and 
openly  avowed  it."  And  the  said  Hastings  was  well 
aware,  that  in  case  the  nabob,  by  him  described  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  on  making  sucii  purchase,  should  con- 
tinue to  observe  the  terms  of  his  father's  original  cove- 
nants and  engagements  with  the  rajah,  and  sliould  pay  the 
company  the  only  tribute  which  he  cpqld  lawfully  exact 
from  the  said  rajah,  it  was  impossible  that  he  could,  bt 
tlie  mere  naked  and  unprofitable  rights  of  a  sovereignty 
paramount,  aSbid  to  oiier  so  great  a  sqm  as  the  rajah  did 
offer  to  the  said  Hastings  for  his  redemption  from  op* 
pression.  Such  an  acquisition  to  the  m^bob  (while  be 
kept  his  faith)  could  not  possibly  be  of  any  advantage 
wbnteyer  to  him ;  and  that,  therefore,  if^  a  great  sum  was 
to  be  paid  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  it  must  be  for  the  pur- 
pose df  oppression,  and  violation  of  public  faith,  to  be|»er- 
petrated  in  the  person  of  the  said  nal>ob,  to  an  exten^ 
and  in  a  manner,  which  the  said  Hastings  was  then  ap- 
prehensive he  could  not  justify  to  the  court  of  directors, 
as  his  own  personal  act. 
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PART  III. 

Bzpulsion  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares^ 

I. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  being  resolred  on 
the  ruin  of  the  rajah  aforesaid,  as  a  preliminary  step 
thereto^  did,  against  the  express  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  remove  Franris  Fowke,  Esq.  the  company** 
resident  at  the  city  of  Benares,  without  any  complaint, 
or  pretence  of  complaint  whatsoever,  but  merely  on  his 
own  declaration,  that  he  must  have,  as  a  resident  at  Be* 
nares,  a  person  of  his  own  special  and  persona!  nomina* 
lion  and  confidence,  and  not  a  man  of  the  company's  no* 
mioation ;  and  in  the  place  of  the  said  Francis  Fowke, 
thus  illegally  devested  of  his  office,  did  appoint  thereto 
another  servant  of  the  company  of  his  own  choice. 

II. 

That  soon  after  he  had  removed  the  company's  resi- 
dent, he  prepared  for  a  journey  to  the  upper  provinces, 
and  particularly  to  Benares,  in  order  to  execute  the 
wicked  and  perfidious  designs  by  him  before  meditated 
and  contrived ;  and  although  he  did  communicate  his 
purpose  privately  to  such  persons  as  he  thought  fit  to 
intrust  therewith,  he  did  not  enter  any  thing  on  the  con* 
saltations  to  that  purpose,  or  record  the  principIeS|  real 
er  pretended,  on  which  he  had  resolved  to  act,  nor  did 
be  state  any  guilt  in  the  rajah,  which  he  intended  to 
punbb,  or  charge  him,  the  said  rajah,  with  entertaining 
any  hostile  intentions,  the  effects  of  which  were  to  be 
prevented  by  any  strong  measure  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  did  industriously  conceal  his  real  designs  from  the 
court  of  directors,  and  did  fallaciously  enter  on  the  con- 
sultations a  minute  declaratory  to  purposes  wholly  differ- 
ent therefrom,  and  which  supposed  nothing  more  than  an 
amicable  adjustment,  founded  on  the  treaties  between  the 
company  and  the  rajah,  investing  himself  by  his  said  mi- 
nute with  ^'  full  power  and  authority  to  form  such  ariange* 
ments  with  the  rajah  of  Benares,  for  the  better  govern- 
ment and  oianagement  qi  his  zemindary,  and  to  perforin 
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such  acts  for  the  improvement  of  the  interest,  which  tha 
company  possesses  in  it,  as  he  shall  think  fit  and  consO' 
nant  to  the  mutual  engagements  subsisting  between  the 
company  and  the  rajah  /'  and  for  this  and  other  purposes 
he  did  invest  himself  with  the  whole  power  of  the  comi- 
cil,  giving  to  himself  an  authority,  as  if  his  acts  had  been 
the  acts  of  the  council  itself;^  which,  though  a  power  of 
a  dangerous,  unwarrantable,  and  illegal  extent,  yet  doea 
plainly  imply  the  following  limits,  namely,  that  the  acts 
done  should  be  arranged  with  the  rajah,  that  is,  with  his 
consent ;  and  secondly,  that  they  should  be  consonant  to 
th^  actual  engagements  between  the  parties ;  and  nothing 
appears  in  the  minute  conferring  the  said  power,  wliich 
dia  express  or  imply  any  authority  for  depriving  the 
rajah  of  his  government,  or  selling  the  sovereignty  there- 
of to  his  hereditary  enemy,  or  for  the  plunder  of  his  fort 
treasures. 

III. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  formed  the 
plans  aforesaid  for  the  ruin  of  the  rajaii,  did  set  out  on  a 
journey  to  the  city  of  Benares  with  a  great  train,  but 
with  a  very  small  force,  not  much  exceeding  six  compa- 
nies of  regular  black  soldiers,  to  perpetrate  some  of  the 
unjust  and  violent  acts  by  him  meditated  and  resolved 
on:  and  the  said  Hastings  was  met,  according  to  the 
usage  of  distinguished  persons  in  tiiat  country,  by  the 
rajsJi  of  Benares  with  a  very  great  attendance,  •  both  in 
boats  and  on  shore,  which  attendance  he  did  appt^ 
rently  intend  as  a  mark  of  honour  and  observance  to  the 
place  and  person  of  the  said  Hastings,  but  which  the 
said  Hastings  did  afterwards  groundlessly  and  maliciously 
represent  as  an  indication  of  a  design  upon  his  life ; 
and  the  said  rajah  came  into  the  pinnace,  in  which  the 
said  Hastings  was  carried,  and  in  a  lowly  and  suppliant 
manner,  alone,  and  without  any  guard  or  attendance 
whatsoever,  entreated  his  favour;  and  being  received 
with  great  sternness  and  arrogance,  he  did  put  his  tur* 
ban  in  the  lap  of  the  said  Hastings,  thereby  signifying* 
that  he  abandoned  his  life  and  fortune  to  his  disposal,  and 
then  departed;  the  said  Hastings  not  apprehending,  nor 
having  any  reason  to  apprehend,  any  violence  whatsoevejr 
to  hjui  person. 
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IV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  utmost  security  and 
freedom  from  apprehension,  did  pursue  his  journej,  and 
did  arrrive  at  the  city  of  Benares  on  the  14th  of  August^ 
17tf1«  some  hours  before  the  rajah,  who,  soon  after  iiis 
arriTiki,  intended  to  pay  him  a  Tisit  of  honour  and  re- 
spect at  his  quarters,  bul  was  by  the  said  Hastings  rudely 
and  insolently  forbid,  un'il  he  should  receive  his  per- 
mission. And  tlie  said  Ha^itings,  although  he  had  pre- 
viously determined  on  the  ruin  of  the  said  rajah,  in  order 
to  aiK>rd  some  colour  of  regularity  and  justice  to  his 
proree'ting^,  did,  on  the  day  after  his  arrival,  that  is,  oa 
llie  26<  .  thy  of  August,  I78l,send  to  the  rajah  a  charge 
iu  writi  \j;;,  wnich,  though  informal  and  irregular,  may  be 
reduced  tu  four  articles,  two  general,  and  two  more  par- 
ticular :  t  e  tirst  of  (he  general  being,  •'  that  he  (the  ra- 
jaii;  i:au,  Uy  1  ;.e  means  of  his  secret  agents,  endeavoured  to 
cxciic  I'iSoiders  in  tiie  government,  on  wiiich  he  de- 
pended ,  '  ihe  sccotid,  'Mhat  he  had  suffered  the  daily 
per{iOtrati(iii  of  robberies  and  murders,  even  in  the 
atreet?)  of  Benares,  to  tiie  great  and  public  scandal  of 
the  English  name." 

V. 

That  it  appears,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is 
j^ilty  of  an  .lig'i  offence,  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  ju'ftice,  in  the  said  mode  of  charging  mis- 
demeanors, wit  iout  any  sjierificaiioti  of  person,  or  place, 
or  time,  or  act,  or  any  offer  of  specification  or  proofs, 
by  which  the  party  darged  may  be  enabled  to  refute 
the  same,  in  order  to  unjustly  load  his  reputation,  and  to 
prejudice  him  with  regard  to  tiie  articles  more  clearly 
specified. 

VI. 

That  the  two  specified  articles  relate  to  certain  de- 
kya :  the  first,  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  sunM 
ol  money  unjustly  extorted  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  second, 
the  non-compliance  with  a  requisition  of  cavalry;  which 
nou-compliance  the  said  Hastings  even  ifthe  said  charges 
had  been  founded)  did  falsely,  and  in  contradictioo 
to  all  law,  affirm  and  maintain  (in  his  accusation  against 
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the  rajab,  and  addressing  himself  to  him)  ^*  to  amoiint  t6 
a  direct  charge  of  disaiTectioD  and  infidelity  to  the  g^ 
Vernment  on  which  you  depend."  And  further  pro- 
ceeded as  follows:  ^I  therefore  judged  it  proper  to 
state  them  (the  said  charges)  thus  fully  to  you  in  writing, 
and  to  require  your  answer ;  and  this  I  expect  immtSl* 
ately.'*  That  the  said  Hastings,  staling  his  pretended 
facts  to  amount  to  a  charge  of  the  nature  (as  he  would 
have  it  understood)  of  high  treason,  and  therefore  calling 
for  an  immediate  answer,  did  wilfully  act  against  the 
rnlei  of  patura!  justice,  which  requires  that  a  conveiueiit 
time  should  be  given  to  answer,  proportioned  to  the 
greatness  of  the  ofTence  alleged,  and  the  heavy  penalties 
which  attend  it ;  and  when  he  did  arrogate  to  himself  a 
right  both  to  charge  and  to  judge  in  his  own  person,  he 
ought  to  have  allowed  the  rajah  full  opportunity  for  con- 
ferring  with  his  ministers,  his  doctors  of  law,  and  hisae- 
coontants,  on  the  facts  charged,  and  on  the  criminality 
inferred  in  the  said  accusation  of  disloyalty  and  dis* 
affection,  or  oflfences  of  that  quality* 

VIL 

That  the  said  rajah  did,  under  the  pressure  of  the  disad* 
vantages  aforesaid,  deliver  in,  upon  the  very  evening  of  the 
day  of  the  charge,  a  full,  complete,  and  specific  answer 
to  the  two  articles  therein  specified ;  and  did  allege,  and 
offer  proof,  that  the  whole  of  the  extraordinary  demands 


of  the  said  Hastings  had  been  actually  long  before  tilaii, . 
and  discharged ;  and  did  state  a  proper  defence  witnre- 
gard  to  the  cavalry,  even  supposing  him  bound  (when  he 
was  not  bound)  to  furnish  any.  And  the  said  rajah  did 
make  a  direct  denial  of  the  truth  of  the  two  general 
articles,  and  did  explain  himself  on  the  same  in  as  satis- 
factory a  manner,  and  as  fully  as  their  nature  could  per- 
mit; offering  to  enter  into  immediate  trial  of  the  points 
in  issue  between  him  and  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  re* 
markable  words  following.  ^*  My  enemies,  with  a  view 
to  my  ruin,  have  made  false  representations  to  you. 
Now  that,  happily  for  r/ir,  you  have  yourself  arrived  at 
this  place,  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  all  the  circum- 
stances ;  first,  relative  to  the  horse ;  secondly,  to  my 
people  going  to  Calcutta;  and,  thirdly,  the  dates  of  the 
receipts  of  the  particular  sums  above  mentioned.  Yoo 
.    VOL.  rif  [  34  ] 
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will  then  know  whether  I  have  aroused  you  with  a  false 
representation,  or  made  a  just  report  to  you."  And  ia 
the  said  answer,  the  said  rajah  complained,  but  in  the 
aiOBt  modest  terms,  of  an  injury  to  him  of  the  most  dan- 
prous  and  criminal  nature,  in  transactions  of  such  mo- 
aient,  namely,  his  not  receiving  any  answer  to  his  letters 
^nd  petitions ;  and  concluded  in  the  following  worda : 
f^l  have  never  swerved  in  the  smallest  degree  from  my 
duty  to  you.  It  remains  with  you  to  decide  on  all  these 
natters.  1  am  in  every  case  your  slave.  What  is  just 
I  have  represented  tp  you.     May  your  prosperity  in- 


CMAS^  •'' 


vni. 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  bound,  by  the 
ftienttal  principles  of  natural  justice,  to  attend  to  the 
€him  made  by  the  rajah  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  and 
Inquiry  into  tlie  matter  of  accusation  brought  against 
bim  by  the  said  Hastings,  at  a  time  and  place,  which 
fqrnished  all  proper  materials,  and  the  presence  of  all 
necessary  witnesses ;  but  the  said  Hastings,  instead  of 
Instituting  the  said  inquiry,  and  granting  trial,  did  re- 
ceive a  humble  request  for  justice  from  a  great  prince  as 
$  fresh  offence,  and  as  a  personal  insult  to  himself ;  and 
did  conceive  a  violent  passion  of  anger,  and  a  strong  re  • 
ieotment  thereat,  declariqg,  that  he  did  consider  the  said 
answer  as  npt  only  unsatisfactory  ^n  substance,  but  ofien- 
five  in  style.  *^  This  answer  you  will  perceive  to  be  not 
only  unsatisfactory  in  substance,  but  offensive  in  style; 
mnd  less  a  vindication  of  himself  than  a  recrimination  on 
9ie.  It  expresses  no  concern  for  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint contained  in  my  letter,  or  desire  to  atone  for  then^, 
nor  the  smallest  intention  to  pursue  a  different  line  of 
conduct.  An  answer  couched  nearly  in  terms  of  defi- 
^ce  to  requisitions  of  so  serious  a  nature,  I  could  nat 
but  consider  as  a  strong  indication  of  that  spirit  of  m- 
dependency  which  the  rajah  has  for  some  years  past  as- 
sumed, and  of  which  indeed  I  had  ^arly  observed  other 
nianifest  symptoms,  both  before  and  from  the  instant  of 
my  arrival  "  Which  representation  is  altogether,  and 
in  all  parts  thereof,  groundless  and  injurious  ;  as  the  sut>- 
ftance  of  the  answer  is  a  justification  proper  to  he  plead- 
«d,  and  tbe  style,  if  in  any  thing  exceptionable,  ii  is  in 
lb  extreme  humility,  resulting  rather  from  ao  unmaoi/ 
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and  abject  apirit,  than  from  any  thing  of  an  offenaire 
liberty  ;  but  being  received  as  disrespectful  by  the 
said  Hastings,  it  abundantly  indicates  the  tyrannical 
arrogance  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  the  depression  inta 
which  the  natives  are  sunk  under  the  British  goveni> 
ment. 

IX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  pretending  io  hav# 
been  much  alarmed  at  the  offensive  language  of  the  said 
rajah's  defence,  and  at  certain  appearances  of  inde]>eo» 
dency,  which  he  had  observed,  not  only  on  former  occa* 
sions,  but  since  his  arrival  at  Benares  (where  he  had  beep 
but  little  more  than  one  day)  and  which  appearances  he 
never  has  specified  in  any  one  instance,  did  assert  that  he 
conceived  himself  indispensably  obliged  to  adopt  some 
decisive  plan ;  and  without  any  further  inquiry  or  coo* 
fultation  (which  appears)  with  any  person,  did,  at  ten 
o'clock  of  the  very  night  on  which  he  received  the  be- 
forementioned  full  and  satisfactory,  as  well  as  submissive 
answer,  send  an  order  to  tiie  British  resident  (then  being 
a  public  minister  representing  the  British  government  at 
the  court  of  the  said  rajah,  and  as  sucii  bound  by  the  law 
of  nations  to  respect  the  prince  at  whose  court  he  was 
resident,  and  not  to  attempt  any  thing  against  his  person 
or  state ;  and  who  ought  not  therefore  to  have  been  choseni 
by  the  said  Hastings,  and  compelled  to  serve  in  that  bu* 
aineas)  that  he  should  on  the  next  morning  arrest  the  said 
prince  in  his  palace,  and  keep  him  in  his  custody  until 
farther  orders  ;  which  said  order  being  conceived  in  the 
nx>8t  peremptory  terms,  the  rajah  was  put  under  arrest^ 
with  a  guard  of  about  thirty  orderly  sepoys,  with  t^ieir 
sworda  drawn  ;  and  the  particulars  thereof  were  ie^ioru4 
to  him  as  follows : 

'<  BOnoVRkfiLE   SIR, 

**  I  this  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  last 
DV^t,  proceeded  with  a  few  of  my  orderlies,  accomjianied 
by  Lieutenant  Stalker,  to  Shewalla  Otjaut,  ti.e  present 
residence  of  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  and  acquainted  him  it 
was  your  pleaisure  he  should  consider  nimself  in  airestt; 
that  i.e  should  order  his  people  to  behave  in  a  quiet  and 
erierly  saanaer,  for  that  any  attempt  $q  reMctuhiin  wuid 
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be  atienJed  wUh  his  own  destruction.  TIte  rajah  sub^ 
mitted  quietly  to  the  arrest^  and  assured  me,  that  what- 
ever were  your  orders,  he  was  ready  implicitly  to  obey ; 
he  hoped  that  you  would  allow  him  a  subsistence  ;  but  as 
for  his  zemindaryy  his  forts^  and  his  treasure^  he  nc^ 
ready  to  lay  thrm  at  your  feely  and  his  life  if  required. 
He  expressed  himself  murh  hurt  at  the  ignominy,  which 
he  a£Eirmed  must  be  the  consequence  of  his  confinement ; 
and  intreated  me  to  return  to  you  with  the  foregoing  snb- 
miasbn,  hoping  that  you  would  make  allorwances  for  his 
youth  and  inex|)erience,  and  in  consideration  of  his  fa- 
ther's name  release  him  from  his  confinement,  as  soon  as 
he  should  prove  the  sincerity  of  his  oilers,  and  himself 
deserving  of  your  compassion  and  forgiveness." 

That  a  further  order  was  given,  that  every  servant  of 
the  rajah  sliould  be  disarmed,  and  a  certain  number  only 
left  to  attend  him,  under  a  strict  watch.  Id  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  after  this  conversation,  two  companies  of  grena- 
dier sepoys  were  sent  to  the  rajah's  [lalace  by  the  said 
Hastings ;  and  the  rajah,  being  dismayed  by  this  unex- 
pected and  unprovoked  treatment,  wrote  two  short  let- 
ters or  petitions  to  the  said  Hastings,  under  the  great- 
est apparent  dejection  at  the  outrage  and  dishonour 
he  had  suffered  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  (all  im- 
prisonment of  persons  of  rank  being  held  is  that  coun- 
try as  a  mark  of  indelible  in&my ;  and  he  also  in  all 
probability  considering  his  imprisonment  as  a  prelude 
to  the  taking  away  his  life)  and  in  the  first  of  the  said 
petitions  he  did  express  hifnself  in  this  manner :  ^  What- 
ever may  be  your  pleasure,  do  it  with  your  owo 
haods;  1  am  your  slave.  What  occasion  can  there  be 
for  a  guard  .'"  And  in  the  other,  "  my  honour  was  be- 
stowed U[)on  me  by  your  highness.  It  dependsonyou  alone 
to  take  away,  or  not  to  take  away  the  country  out  of  my 
hands.  In  case  my  honour  is  not  left  to  me,  how  shall  I 
be  equal  to  tlie  business  of  the  government?  whoevert 
with  his  hands  in  a  supplicating  posture,  is  ready  with 
his  life  and  property,  what  necessity  caa  there  be  for 
him  to  be  dealt  witu  in  this  way  ?" 


vl^t,- 
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XI. 

That  according  to  the  aaid  Hastings'  narrative  of  thia 
transaction,  he  (the  said  Hastings)  on  account  of  the  a^ 
parent  despondency,  in  which  these  letters  were  written* 
'<  thought  it  necessary  to  give  him  some  encouragement ;'' 
and  therefore  wrote  him  a  note  of  a  few  lines,  carelessljr 
and  haughtily  expressed,  and  little  calculated  to  relieve 
him  from  his  uneasiness,  promising  to  send  to  him  a  per- 
son to  explain  particulars ;  and  desiring  him  "  to  set  hit 
mind  at  rest,  and  not  to  conceive  any  terror  or  apprer 
hension."  To  which  an  answer  of  great  humility  a|id 
dejection  was  received. 

xn. 

That  the  report  of  the  rajah's  arrest  did  cause  a  great 
alarm  in  the  city,  in  the  suburbs  of  which  the  rajah'spm- 
lace  is  situated,  and  in  the  adjacent  country.  The 
people  were  filled  with  dismay  and  anger  at  the  outrs^ 
and  indignity  offered  to  a  prince,  under  whose  govern- 
ment they  enjoyed  much  ease  and  happiness.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  rajah  desired  leave  to  perforin 
his  ablutions;  which  was  refused,  unless  he  sent  for  wa« 
ter,  and  performed  that  ceremony  on  the  s|K>t.  This  he 
did.  And  soon  after  some  of  the  people,  who  now  be- 
gan  to  surround  the  palace  in  considerable  numbers,  at> 
tempting  to  force  their  way  into  the  palace,  a  British  o£- 
ficer,  commanding  the  guard  upon  the  rajah,  struck  opo 
•f  thein  with  his  sword.  Tiie  people  grew  more  tod 
more  irritated ;  but  a  message  being  sent  from  the  rajah 
to  appease  them,  they  continued,  on  this  interpositioOt 
for  a  while  quiet.  Then  the  rajah  retired  to  a  sort  of 
atone  pavilion  or  bastion,  to  jierform  his  devotions,  the 
guard  uf  sepoys  attending  him  in  this  act  of  religion.  In 
the  mean  time  a  person  of  the  meanest  station,  called  a 
chubdari  at  best  answering  to  our  common  beadle  or  tip- 
ataff,  was  sent  with  a  message  (of  what  nature  does  not 
appear)  from  Mr.  Hastings,  or  the  resident,  to  the  prinee 
under  arrest ;  and  this  base  person,  without  regard  to 
the  rank  of  the  prisoner,  or  to  his  then  occupation,  ad- 
dressed him  in  a  rude  txiisterous  manner,  *'  passionattljr 
and  insultingly,"  (as  the  said  rajah  has  without  contra* 
dictbn  asserted)  '<  and,  reviling  him  with  a  loud  voioet 
gave  botk  him  and  his  people  the  vilest  abuse ;"  and  tlie 
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manner  and  matter  being  observable  and  audible  to  the 
multitude,  divided  only  by  an  open  stone  lattice  from  the 
Bceoe  within ;  and  a  6ring  commenced  from  witliout  the 
palace ;  on  which  the  rajah  again  interposed,  and  did  what 
ID  him  lay  to  suppress  the  tumult,  until  an  English  officer 
striking  him  with  a  sword,  and  wounding  him  on  the  hand, 
the  people  no  longer  kept  any  measures,  but  broke 
through  the  inclosure  of  the  palace.  The  insolent  tip- 
staff was  first  cut  down,  and  the  multitude  falling  upon 
die  sepoys  and  the  English  officers,  the  whole,  or  nearly 
the  whole,  were  cut  to  pieces ;  the  soldiers  having  been 
ordered  to  that  service  without  any  charges  for  their 
pieces.  And  in  this  tumult  the  rajah,  being  justly  fear- 
ful of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Hastings,  did 
make  his  escape  over  the  walls  of  his  palace  by  means 
of  a  rope,  foimed  of  his  turban  tied  together,  into  a  boat 
upon  the  river,  and  from  thence  into  a  place  of  security ; 
abandoning  many  of  his  family  to  the  discretion  of  the 
said  Hastings,  who  did  cause  the  said  palace  to  be  occu- 
pied by  a  company  of  soldiers  after  the  flight  of  the  ra< 
jah. 

XIIL 

That  the  rajah,  as  soon  as  he  had  arrived  at  a  place  of 
refuge,  did  on  the  very  day  of  his  flight,  send  a  suppliant 
letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  filled  with  expressions  of  con- 
cern (affirmed  by  tiie  said  Hastings  to  be  slight  expres- 
sions) for  wiiat  had  happened,  and  professions  (said  by 
the  said  Hastings  to  be  indefinite  and  unapplied)  of  fidel- 
ity: but  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  tiound  by 
his  duty  to  hear  the  said  rajah,  and  to  prevent  extremi- 
ties if  possible,  being  filled  with  insolence  and  malice, 
did  not  think  it  ^^  becoming  of  him  to  make  any  reply  to 
it;  and  that  hetliotight  he  ordered  the  bearer  of  the  let* 
ter  to  be  told  that  it  required  none.^^ 

xiy. 

That  this  letter  of  submission  having  been  received,  the 
said  rajah,  not  discouraged  or  provoked  from  using  every 
attempt  towards  peace  and  reconciliation,  did  again  ajK 
ply,  on  the  very  morning  following,  to  Richard  Johnson, 
Eisqnire,  for  his  interposition,  but  to  no  purpose ;  and 
did  likewise,  with  as  little  efiecti  send  a  message  to 
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Cantu  BabA,  tiative  steward  and  coD6dentiaI  ^ent  of  the 
•aid  Hastings,  which  was  afterwards  reduced  into  writ- 
ing* ^'to  exculpate  himself  from  any  concern  in  what  had 
passed,  and  to  profess  his  obedience  to  his  will  {Haa» 
tings')  in  whatever  way  he  should  dictate."  But  the 
said  Hastings,  for  several  false  and  contradictory  rea- 
sons by  him  assigned,  did  not  take  any  advantage  of  the 
said  opening,  attributing  the  same  to  artifice,  in  order  to 
gain  time  ;  but  instead  of  accepting  the  said  submissions, 
he  did  resolve  upon  flight  from  the  city  of  Benares,  and 
did  suddenly  fly  therefrom  in  great  confusion. 

XV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  persevere  in  his  resolu- 
tions not  to  listen  to  any  submission,  or  ofler  of  accoramo* 
datidn  wliatsoever,  though  several  were  afte -wards  made 
through  almost  every  person  who  might  be  supposed  (d 
have  influence  with  him,  but  did  cause  the  rajah^s  troops 
to  be  attacked  and  fallen  upon,  though  they  only  acted 
on  the  defensive  (as  the  rajah  has  without  contradiction 
asserted)  and  thereby,  and  by  his  preceding  refusal  of 
propositions  of  the  same  nature,  and  by  other  his  perfi- 
dious, unjust,  and  tyrannical  acts,  by  liim  perpetrated 
and  done,  and  by  his  total  improvidence  in  not  taking 
any  one  rational  security  whatsoever  against  the  inevita« 
ble  consequences  of  those  acts,  did  make  himself  guilty 
of  all  the  mutual  slaughter  and  devastation  which  ensued} 
as  well  as,  in  his  opinion,  of  the  imminent  danger  of  the 
total  subversion  of  the  British  power  in  India,  by  the 
risk  of  his  own  person,  which  he  asserts  that  it  did  run ; 
as  also,  '^  that  it  ought  not  to  be  thought  that  he  attri- 
buted too  much  consequence  to  his  personal  safety, 
when  he  supposed  tliefcUe  of  the  British  empire  in  India 
connected  with  it ;  and  that,  mean  as  its  substance  may 
be,  its  accidental  qualities  were  equivalent  to  those, 
wiiich,  like  the  characters  of  a  talisman  in  the  Arabian 
mythology,  formed  the  essence  of  the  state  itself,  repre- 
sentation, title,  and  the  estimate  of  the  public  opinion^ 
That  had  he  fallen,  such  a  stroke  would  be  universjd^y 
considered  as  decisive  of  the  national  fate.  Every  st^te 
round  it,  would  have  started  into  arms  against  it ;  and 
every  subject  of  its  own  dominion  wouU^  according  to 
their  severitl  abilities^  fc/rve  become  its  eHcmy."  And| 
that  he  knew,  and  has  declared,  that  though  the  sfti^ 


272  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

stroke  was  not  struck,  great  convulsions  did  acttiallj  en- 
sue from  his  proceedinij^.  '<  That  half  the  province  of 
Oude  was  in  a  state  of  as  complete  rebellion  as  that  of 
Beuares;"  and  that  invasions,  tumults,  and  insurrections 
were  occasioned  thereby  in  various  other  parts. 

XVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  be  had  collect- 
ed his  forces  fiom  all  parts,  did,  with  little  difficulty  or 
blood  si>ed,  Hub«»equent  to  that  time,  on  the  part  of  his 
troops,  and  in  a  few  days,  entirely  reduce  the  said  pro- 
vince of  Benares ;  and  did,  after  the  said  short  and  little  re- 
risted  hostility,  in  cold  blood,  issue  an  order  for  burning 
m  certain  town,  in  ^hich  he  accused  the  people  at  large 
€if  bmving  killed,  '*  u;M>n  what  provocation  he  knows  not," 
certain  wounded  sepoys,  wiio  were  prisoners ;  which  or- 
der, being  trenernlly  given,  when  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
made  some  inquiry  concerning  the  particular  offenders, 
bat  which  he  did  never  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  was 
tmel,  inhuman,  and  tended  to  the  destruction  of  the  re- 
venues of  the  com[>a.iy  ;  and  that  tliis,  and  other  acts  of 
devastation,  did  cause  the  loss  of  two  months  of  the  col- 
lections. 

XVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  refuse 
the  submissions  of  the  said  rajah,  which  were  frequently 
repeated  through  various  persons  after  he  had  left  Be- 
pares,  and  even  after  the  defeat  of  certain  of  the  com- 
pany's forces,  but  did  proscribe  and  except  him  from 
the  pardons  which  he  issued,  after  lie  had  satisfied  his 
vengeance  on  the  province  of  Benares. 

XVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  send  to  a  Certain 
castle  called  Bidgigur,  the  residence  of  a  person  of  high 
rank,  called  Panna,  the  mother  of  the  rajah  of  Benares^ 
with  whom  his  wife,  a  woman  described  by  the  said  Has- 
tings ^*  to  be  of  an  amiable  character,'^  and  all  the  other 
women  of  the  rajah's  family,  and  the  survivors  of  the 
family  of  his  father  Bulwant  Sing,  a  body  of  troops  to 
i))iposses8  them  of  her  said  residence,  and  to  seize  upon 
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Tier  monej  and  effects,  although  she  did  not  stand,  e?«ll 
by  himself,  accused  of  any  offence  whatsoever  ;  pretend- 
ing, but  not  proving,  and  not  attempting  to  prove,  f&m 
cor  since,  that  the  treasi^*es  therein  contained  were  the 
property  of  the  rajah,  and  not  her  own ;  and  did,  in  or* 
der  to  stimulate  the  British  soldiery  to  rapine  and  out- 
rage, issue  to  them  several  barbarous  orders,  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  relative  to  their  pro* 
perty  moveable  and  immoveable,  attended  with  unworthy 
and  unbecoming  menaces,  highly  offensive  to  the  man- 
ners of  the  East,  and  the  particular  respect  there  paid 
to  the  female  sex ;  which  letters  and  orders,  as  well  as 
the  letters  which  he  had  received  from  the  officers  con- 
cerned, the  said  Hastings  did  unlawfully  suppress,  until 
forced  by  the  disputes  between  hkn  and  the  said  officers 
to  discover  the  same ;  and  the  said  orders  arc  as  foW 
low:  I 

^'  I  am  this  instant  favoured  with  yours  of  yesterday^ 
Mine  of  the  same  date  (22d  October,  1781)  has  before 
this  time  acquainted  you  with  my  resolutions  and  senti* 
roents  respecting  the  rannee  (the  mother  of  the  rajab 
Cheit  Sing ;)  I  think  every  demand  she  has  made  to  you, 
except  that  of  safety  and  respect  for  her  person,  is  un* 
reasonable,  if  the  reports  brought  to  me  are  true,  your 
rqtding  her  offers^  or  any  neg'otuUions  with  her^  would 
soon  obtain  you  possession  of  the  Ibrt  upon  yotir  own 
terms.  I  appreliend  that  she  will  contrive  to  defrmid 
the  captors  oj  a  considerable  pari  of  the  booty  by  6eitig 
mtffered  to  retire  without  examination.  But  this  is  yout 
consideration^  and  not  mine.  I  should  be  very  sorry 
that  your  officers  and  soldiers  lost  ANY  PART  of  the 
reward  to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled;  but  I  cannot 
make  any  objection,  as  you  must  be  the  best  judge  of  the 
expediency  of  the  promised  indulgence  to  the  rannee- 
What  you  have  engaged  for,  I  will  certainly  ratify  ;  but 
as  to  permitting  the  rannee  to  hold  the  purgunnah  of  Hur- 
luk,  or  any  other  in  the  zemindary,  without  being  sub- 
ject to  the  authority  of  the  zemindar,  or  any  lands  what- 
ever, or  indeed  making  any  conditions  with  her  for  a 
provision^  I  will  never  consent  to  it.**  And  in.  another 
letter  to  the  same  person,  dated,  Benares,  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1781,  in  which  he  the  said  Hastings  consents  that  the 
said  woman  of  distinction  should  be  allowed  to  evacuate 
Ibe  place,  and  to  receive  protection,  he  did  express  hisit 
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fielf  as  follows :  "  I  am  willing  to  grant  her  now  the  same 
Oooditions  to  which  1  at  first  consented  ;  provided  that 
she  deliveis  into  your  possession,  within  twenty-four 
Jiours  from  the  time  of  receiving  your  message,  the  fort 
of  Bidzigurr,  with  the  treasure  and  effects  lodged  therein 
by  CiiCit  Sirig,  or  any  of  his  adherents,  with  the  reserve 
only,  as  above  mentioned,  of  such  aiticles  ns  you  slutll 
tkink  neressary  to  her  sex  and  condition^  or  as  you  shall 
be  disponed,  of  yourself^  to  indulge  her  with.  If  she 
complies,  as  I  expect  she  will,  it  will  be  your  part  to  se- 
cure the  fort,  and  the  property  it  contains, ybr  the  benefit 
of  yourself  and  detachment.  1  have  only  further  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  grant  an  escort,  if  Panna  should  re- 
quire ity  to  conduct  her  here,  or  wherever  she  may  choose 
to  retire  to.  But  should  she  refuse  to  execute  the  pro- 
loise  she  has  made,  or  delay  it  beyond  the  term  of  twenty- 
four  hours f  it  is  my  positive  injunction  that  you  imme- 
diately put  a  stop  to  any  further  intercourse  ornegotia- 
jtion  with  her,  and  on  no  pretext  renew  it.  If  she  disap- 
points or  trifles  with  me,  after  I  have  subjected  my  diutn 
|d  the  disgrace  of  returning  ineflfectually,  and  of  course 
inyself  to  discredit,  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  wanton  af- 
front and  indif^nity^  nhich  I  can  never  forgive^  nor  will 
I  grant  her  any  conditions  whatever,  but  leave  her  ex- 

Sised  to  those  dangers  which  she  has  chosen  to  risk,  ra- 
er  than  trust  to  the  clemency  and  generosity  of  our 
government.  I  think  she  cannot  be  ignorant  of  these 
consequences^  and  will  not  venture  to  incur  tliem  ;  and  it 
18  for  this  reason  I  place  a  dependence  on  her  ofiers>  and 
h^ve  consented  to  send  my  duan  to  her." 

XIX- 

That  the  castle  aforesaid  being  surrendered  upon  terms 
0f  safely,  and  on  express  condition  of  not  attempting  to 
search  their  persons,  the  woiiian  of  rank  aforesaid,  her 
female  relations  and  female  dependants,  to  the  number  of 
three  hundred,  besides  children,  evacuated  the  said  castle; 
^ut  the  spirit  of  rapacity  being  excited  by  the  letters  and 
other  proceedings  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  capttulatioa 
was  shamefully  and  outrageously  broken,  and  in  despite 
^  the  endeavours  of  the  commanding  officer,  the  said 
woman  of  itigh  condition,  and  her  female  dependantSy 
friends,  and  servants,  were  plundered  of  the  effects  they 
9i^ie(}  with  them^  suid  which  were  reserved  to  them  u^ 
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the  capitulation  of  their  fortress,  and  in  their  persona 
were  otherwise  rudely  and  inhumanly  dealt  with  by  tfa6 
licentious  followers  of  the  camp ;  for  which  outrages,  re- 
presented  to  the  said  Hastings  witii  great  concern  bjT 
the  commanding  officer,  Major  Popham,  he,  tlie  saral 
Hastings,  did  afterwards  recommend  a  late  and  fruitleiS' 
redress. 

« 

XX. 

That  the  governor  general,  Warren  Hastings,  in  ex- 
citing the  hopes  of  the  military  by  declaring  them  fveU 
eMitUd  to  the  plunder  of  the  fortress  aforesaid,  the  resi* 
dence  of  the  mother  and  other  women  of  the  rajah  of 
Benares,  and  by  wishing  the  troops  to  secure  the  same 
for  their  own  benefit,  did  advise  and  act  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  to  his 
own  opinion  of  his  public  du  y,  as  well  as  to  the  truth 
and  reality  thereof;  he  having  some  years  before  entered 
in  writing  the  declaration  which  follows:  "The  very 
idea  of  prise  money  suggests  to  my  remembrance  thefoT' 
mer  disorders  whiih  arose  in  our  army  from  this  sowte^ 
and  hud  almost  proved  fatal  to  it.  Of  this  circUo^* 
stance  you  must  be  sufficiently  apprized,  and  of  the  ne« 
cessity  for  discouraging  every  expectation  of  this  kind 
amongst  the  troops ;  it  is  to  be  avoided  like  poison. 
The  bad  effiscts  of  a  similar  measure  were  but  too  plainly 
felt  in  a  former  period,  and  our  honou  able  masteiti  did 
not  fail  on  that  occasion  to  reprobate  witii  their  censure^ 
in  the  most  severe  terms,  a  practice  which  they  regard- 
ed as  the  source  of  in6nite  evils ;  and  wliich,  if  estab- 
lished, would,  in  their  judgment,  necessarily  bring  cor- 
ruption and  ruin  on  their  army." 

XXI. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  after  he  had  given  the  license 
aforesaid,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  tiie  booty 
found  in  the  castle,  to  the  amount  of  2,327,313  current 
rupees,  was  distributed  among  the  soldiers  employed  in 
its  reduction,  the  said  Hastings  did  retract  bis  declara* 
tion  of  right,  and  his  permission  to  the  soldiers  to  appro- 
priate to  themselves  the  plunder,  and  endeavoured  by 
various  devices  and  artifices  to  explain  the  same  away^ 
and  to  recover  the  spoil  aforesaid  for  the  use  of  the  coUi- 
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puiy :  and  wholly  failing  id  his  attempts  to  resume,  by  a 
breach  of  faith  with  the  soldiers,  what  he  had  unlawfully 
disposed  of  by  a  breach  of  duty  to  his  constituents,  he 
attempted  to  obtain  the  same  as  a  loan,  in  which  attempt 
he  also  failed ;  and  the  aforesaid  money  being  the  only 
part  of  the  treasures  belonging  to  the  rajah,  or  any  of 
nb  family,  that  had  been^found,  he  was  altogether  frus- 
trated in  the  acquisition  of  every  part  of  that  dishonour- 
able object,  wiiich  alone  he  pretended  to  and  pursued 
through  a  long  series  of  acts  of  injustice,  inhumanity, 
oppression,  violence,  and  bloodshed,  at  the  Imzard  of  hii 
person  and  reputation,  and,  in  his  own  opinion,  at  tho 
risk  of  the  total  subversion  of  the  British  empire. 

XXIF. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  the  commission 
cf  the  offences  aforesaid,  being  well  aware  that  he  should 
be  called  to  an  account  for  the  same,  did,  by  the  evil 
counsel  and  agency  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  knight,  his  ma- 
jetty's  chief  justice^  who  was  then  out  of  the  limits  of 
his  jurisdiction,  cause  to  be  taken  at  Benares,  before  or 
by  the  said  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  through  the  interven- 
tioo,  not  of  the  company's  interpreter,  but  of  a  certain 
private  interpreter  of  his,  the  said  Hastings'  own  ap- 
pointment, and  a  dependant  on  him,  called  Major  Davy, 
several  declarations  and  depositions  by  natives  of 
Hiodostan ;  and  did  also  cause  to  be  taken  before  the 
said  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  several  attestations  in  English, 
made  by  British  subjects,  and  which  were  afterwards 
transmitted  to  Calcutta,  and  laid  before  the  council 
general ;  some  of  which  dejiositions  were  upon  oath> 
'  some  upon  houour,  and  oUiers  neither  upon  oaUi  nor  /lo- 
iumtj  but  all  or  most  of  which  were  of  an  irregular  and 
irrelevant  nature,  and  not  fit  or  decent  to  be  taken  by  a 
British  magistrate,  or  to  be  transmitted  to  a  British  go- 
▼emmeiit. 

XXIII. 

That  one  of  the  said  attestations  (but  not  on  oath)  was 
made  by  a  principal  minister  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  t» 
wbom  the  said  Hastings  had  some  time  before  proposed^ 
to  sell  tlift  sovereignty  of  that  very  territory  of  Benares  ; 
and  that  one  other  attestation  (not  upon  oath)  was  made 
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bj  a  native  woman  of  distinction,  whose  son  he,  the  s«d 
Hastings,  did  actually  promote  to  the  government  of  Be- 
nares, vacated  by  the  unjust  expulsion  of  the  rajah  afore- 
said, and  who,  in  her  deposition,  did  declare,  that  whm 
couhidered  the  expelled  rajah  as  her  enemy  ;  and  that  he 
never  did  confer  with  her,  or  suffer  her  to  be  acquainted 
with  any  of  his  designs. 

XXIV- 

That  besides  the  depositions  of  persons  interested  in 
the  ruin  of  the  rajah,  others  were  made  by  persons  who 
then  received  pensions  from  him,  the  said  Hastings ;  and 
several  of  the  affidavits  were  made  by  persons  of  mean 
condition,  and  so  wholly  illiterate  as  not  to  be  able  to 
write  their  names. 

XXV. 

That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  also  cause  to  be  exa" 
mined  by  various  proofs  and  essays,  the  result  of  whictf 
was  delivered  in  u[)on  honour,  the  quality  of  certain  mi- 
litary stores,  taken  by  the  British  troops  from  the  said 
rajah  of  Benares ;  and  upon  the  report  that  the  same 
were  of  a  good  quality,  and  executed  by  persons  con- 
▼ersant  in  the  making  of  good  military  stores,  althoa^ 
the  cannon  was  stated  by  the  same  authority  to  be  badt 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from  the  report  aforesaid, 
did  maliciottsly,  and  contrary  to  the  principles  of  natural 
and  legal  reason,  infer,  that  the  insurrection  which  had 
been  raised  by  hi^  own  violence  and  oppression,  and  reiH 
dered  for  a  time  successful  by  his  own  improvidence, 
was  the  consequence  of  a  premeditated  design  to  over- 
tarn  the  British  empire  m  India,  and  to  exterminate 
therefrom  the  British  nation ;  which  design,  if  it  had 
been  true,  the  said  Hastings  might  have  known,  or  ra- 
tionally conjectured,  and  ought  to  have  provided  agaiaat* 
And  if  the  said  Hastings  had  received  any  credible  in- 
formation of  such  design,  it  was  his  duty  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  council  board,  and  to  state  the  same  to  the 
rajah  when  he  was  in  a  condition  to  have  given  an  an- 
swer thereto,  or  to  observe  thereon ;  and  not  after  be 
had  proscribed  and  driven  him  from  his  dominions,  to 
have  inquired  into  offences  to  justify- the  previous  ii  " 
tiea  of  punishment. 
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XXVI. 

That  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  taking  the  said  depo- 
flitions  there  iras  any  person  present  on  the  part  of  the 
rtlah^  to  object  to  the  competence,  or  credibility,  or  re- 
levancy of  any  of  the  said  affidavits,  or  other  attesta- 
tioQSy  or  to  account,  otherwitse  than  as  the  said  depo- 
nents did  account,  for  any  of  the  fa  ts  therein  stated  ; 
nor  were  any  copies  thereof  sent  to  the  said  rajah,  al- 
though the  company  had  a  minister  at  the  place  of  his 
residence,  namely,  in  the  camp  of  the  Mahratta  chief 
Scindia,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  transmit  to  the  company 
any  matters  which  might  indu>:e  or  enable  them  to  do 
justice  to  the  injured  prince  aforesaid.  And  it  does  not 
appear  that  tiie  said  Hastings  has  ever  produced  any 
witness,  letter,  or  otiicr  document,  tending  to  prove  that 
the  said  rajah  ever  did  carry  on  any  hostile  negotiation 
whatever  with  any  of  those  powers,  with  whom  he  was 
charged  with  a  conspiracy  a;5ainst  the  company,  previ- 
ous to  the  period  of  tiie  said  Hastings  having  arrested 
him  in  his  palace,  although  lie,  the  said  Hastings  had^ 
various  agents  at  the  courts  of  all  those  princes,  and 
that  a  late  princij)al  agent,  and  near  relation  of  a  minis- 
ter of  one  of  them,  ihe  rajah  of  Berar,  called  Benarnm 
Pundit,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  tumult  at  Benares,  actually 
with  the  said  Hastings,  and  the  said  Benaruni  Pnudit  was 
by  him  highly  applauded  for  his  zeal  and  fideiiiy,  and 
wm  therefore  by  nim  rewarded  wit/i  a  large  pension  ou 
those  very  revenues  w'-ich  he  had  takenfrom  the  rajah 
Gheit  Sing:  and  if  such  a  conspiracy  hid  previously  ex- 
isted, tlie  iVIajiratta  minister  aforesaid  must  have  known, 
and  would  have  attested  it. 

xxvn. 

That  it  appears  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the 
time  that  he  formed  iiis  design  of  seizing  upon  tiie  trea- 
sures of  the  rajah  of  Benares,  and  of  de|>osing  him,  did 
not  believe  him  guilty  of  tiiat  premeditated  project  for 
driving  the  Engijsh  out  of  India,  with  which  he  after- 
wards thought  tit  to  charge  him,  or  that  he  was  really 
guilty  of  any  other  great  offence  ;  because  he  has  caused 
it  to  be  deposed,  tfiat  if  the  said  rajah  should  pay  the 
sum  of  money  by  him  exacted,  '<]ie  would  settle  his  ze* 
mindary  upon  him  on  the  most  eligible  footing.''  Where- 
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as  if  he  had  conceived  hira  to  have  entertained  traitor- 
ous designs  against  the  conapanj,  from  wiioni  lie  held  hii 
tributary  estate,  or  had  been  otherwise  guilty  of  audi 
enormous  offences  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  take  ex- 
traordinary methods  foi  coercing  him,  it  would  not  have 
been  proper  for  him  to  settle  upon  such  a  traitor  ao4 
criminal,  the  zemindary  of  Benares,  or  any  other  terrir 
tory,  upon  the  most  eligible,  or  upon  any  other  footiog 
whatever ;  whereby  the  said  Hastings  lias,  by  bu 
own  staling,  demonstrated,  that  the  money  intended  to 
have  been  exacted  was  not  as  a  punishment  for  crimes, 
but  that  the  crimes  were  pretended  for  the  purpose  of 
exacting  money. 

XXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  justify  the 
acts  of  violence  aforesaid  to  the  court  of  directors,  did 
assert  certain  false  facts,  known  by  Jiim  to  be  such,  and 
did  draw  from  them  certain  false  and  dangerous  infer* 
ences,  utterly  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  princes  and 
subjects  dependent  on  the  British  nation  in  India,  coo- 
Irary  to  the  principles  of  all  just  government,  and  highly 
dishonourable  to  that  of  Great  Britain ;  namely,  that  tiie 
**  rajah  of  Benares  was  not  a  vassal  or  tributary  prince; 
and  that  the  deeds  which  passed  between  him  and  the 
board  upon  the  transfer  of  the  zemiudary  in  1776,  wero 
not  to  be  understood  to  bear  the  quality  and  force  of  a 
treaty  upon  optional  conditions  between  equal  states; 
that  the  payments  to  be  made  by  him  were  not  a  tribulOi 
but  a  rent ;  and  that  the  instmments  by  which  his  terri- 
tories were  conveyed  to  hira,  did  not  differ  from  common 
i;rants  to  zemindars,  who  were  merely  subjects ;  but  that 
being  nothing  more  than  a  common  zemindar  and  mere 
subject,  the  company,  holding  the  acknowledged  rights 
of  his  former  sovereign,  held  an  absolute  authority  over 
him ;  that  in  the  known  relations  of  zemindar  to  the  sove- 
reign authority  or  power  delegated  by  it,  he  owed  a  per^ 
sonal  allegiance,  and  an  implicit  and  unreserved  obedi- 
ence to  that  authority,  at  the  forfeiture  of  his  zemindary, 
and  even  of  his  life  and  property."  Whereas  the  said 
Hastings  did  well  know,  that  whether  the  payments  from 
the  rajah  were  called  rent  or  tribniey  having  been  fre- 
quently by  himself  called  the  one  and  the  other,  and  that 
of  whatever  nature  the  iustrumeots,  b^  whi<;fa  he  held» 
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miglit  have  been,  he  did  not  consider  him  as  a  connmon 
seaiindar  or  landholder,  but  as  far  independent  as  a  tri- 
butarj  prince  cotild  be ;  for  he  did  assign  as  a  reason  for 
receiving  his  rent  rather  within  the  company's  province 
than  in  his  own  capital,  that  it  would  not  "  frustrate  the 
ioteation  of  rendering  the  rajali  indefmHttit ;  that  if  a 
resident  was  appointed  to  receive  the  roonej  as  it  be- 
came due  at  Benares,  such  a  resident  would  unavoidably 
acquire  an  influence  over  the  rajah  and  over  his  country, 
which  would,  in  efTect,  render  him  the  master  of  both ; 
that  this  consequence  might  not  perhaps  be  brought  com- 
pletely to  pass  without  a  struggle,  and  many  appeals  to 
the  council,  which,  in  a  government  constituted  like  this, 
cannot  fail  to  terminate  against  the  rajah,  and  by  the 
construction,  to  which  this  opposition  to  the  agent  would 
be  liable,  might  eventually  draw  on  him  severe  restric- 
tbnsy  and  end  in  reducing  him  to  the  mean  and  depraved 
Mate  of  a  zemindar.*^ 

XXIX. 

And  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  said  minute  of  consulta- 
tioD,  having  enumerated  the  frauds,  embezzlements,  and 

2»pre8sions,  which  would  ensue  from  the  rajah's  being  in 
e  dependent  state  aforesaid ;  and  having  obviated  all 
apprehensions  from  giving  to  him  the  implied  symbols  of 
donnioion,  did  assert,  <<tirat,  witliout  such  appearance,  he 
sroold  expect  from  every  change  of  government  addi- 
tional demands  to  be  made  upon  him ;  and  would  of  course 
descend  to  all  the  arts  of  intrigue  and  concealment  prac- 
tised by  other  dependent  rajahs,  which  would  keep  him 
indigent  and  weak,  and  eventually  prove  hurtful  to  the 
company,  But  that  by  proper  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection, he  might  prove  a  profitable  dependant,  an  useful 
barrier,  and  even  a  powerful  ally  to  the  company.  But 
that  he  would  be  neither,  if  the  conditions  of  his  con- 
nexion with  the  company  were  left  open  to  future  varia- 
jlions." 

XXX. 

That  if  the  fact  had  been  true,  that  the  rajah  of  Be- 
nares was  merely  an  eminent  landholder,  or  any  other  sub* 
ject,  the  wicked  and  dangerous  doctrine  aforesaid,  name- 
iyf  that  he  owed  a  personal  allegiance,  and  an  implicit  and 
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unreserved  obedience  to  the  sovereign  authority,  at  the 
forfeiture  of  his  zemindary,  and  even  of  his  life  and  pro- 
perty, at  the  discretion  of  those,  who  held,  or  fully  re- 
presented, the  sovereign  authority,  doth  leave  security 
neither  for  life  nor  property  to  any  persons  residing  ud* 
der  the  company's  protection ;  and  that  no  such  powerSf 
nor  any  powers  of  that  nature,  had  been  delegated  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  by  any  provisions  of  the  act  of 
parliament  appointing  a  governor  general  and  council  at 
Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

XXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  last  advance 
another  dangerous  and  pernicious  principle,  in  justifica- 
tion of  his  violent,  arbitrary,  and  iniquitous  actings  afore* 
said  ;  namely,  <<  that  if  he  had  acted  with  an  unwarrant- 
able rigour,  and  even  injustice  towards  Cheit  Sing,  yet, 
first,  if  be  did  believe  that  extraordinary  means  were  ne- 
cessary, and  those  exerted  with  a  strong  hand,  to  pre« 
serve  the  company's  interests  from  sinking  under  the  ac- 
cumulated weight  that  oppressed  them  ;  or,  secondly,  if 
lie  saw  a  political  uecessily  for  curbing  the  overgrown 
power  of  a  great  member  of  their  dominion,  and  to  make 
it  contribute  to  the  relief  of  their  pressing  exigencies  ; 
that  his  error  would  be  excusable,  as  prompted  by  an 
excess  of  zeal  for  their  (the  company's)  interest,  operat- 
ing with  too  strong  a  bias  on  his  judgment ;  but  that  much 
stronger  is  the  presumption  that  such  acts  are  founded 
on  just  principles,  than  that  they  are  the  result  of  a  mis- 
guided judgment."  That  the  said  doctrines  are,  in  botli 
the  members  thereof,  snbveiniive  of  all  the  principles  of 
just  government,  by  empowering  a  governor  with  dele- 
gated authority  in  the  first  case,  on  his  own  private  belief 
concerning  the  necessities  of  the  state,  not  to  levy  au 
impartial  and  equal  rate  of  taxation  suitable  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  several  members  of  the  communityi 
but  to  select  any  individual  from  the  same  as  an  object  of 
arbitrary  and  unmeasured  imposition ;  and,  in  the  second 
case,  enabling  the  same  governor,  on  the  same  arbitrary 
principles,  to  determine  whose  property  should  be  con* 
sidered  as  overgrown,  and  to  reduce  the  same  at  his 
pleasure. 

VOL.   VI.  [  36  ] 


282  AHTICLES  OF  CHARCt 

PART  IV. 

Second  Revolution  in  Benares. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had*  in  tlic 
manner  aforesaid,  unjustly  and  violently  expelled  the 
Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  the  lord  or  zemindar  of  Benares,  from 
his  said  lordship  or  zsemindary,  did,  of  his  own  mere  usurp- 
ed authority,  and  without  any  communication  with  the 
other  members  of  the  council  of  Calcutta,  appoint  another 
person,  of  the  name  of  Mehip  Narrain,  a  descendant  by 
the  mother  from  the  late  Rajah  Bulwant  Sing,  to  the  go- 
Ternment  of  Benares  ;  and,  on  account  or  pretence  of  his 
youth  or  inexperience  (the  said  Mehip  Narrain  not  being 
above  twenty  years  old)  did  appoint  his  father  Durbcge 
Sing  to  act  as  his  representative  or  administrator  of 
aflfairs ;  but  did  give  a  controlling  authority  to  the  Bri- 
tish resident  over  both,  notwithstanding  his  declarations 
before  mentioned,  of  the  mischiefs  likely  to  happen  to  the 
■aid  country  from  the  establishment  of  a  resident,  and 
his  opinions  since  declared,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  di- 
fectors,  dated  from  this  very  place  (Benares)  the  1st  of 
October,  1784,  to  the  same  or  stronger  effect,  incase 
**  agents  are  sent  into  the  country,  and  armed  m'ith  au- 
thority for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  and  corruption,/or 
to  no  oilier  will  they  be  applied.** 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  the  same 
usurped  authority,  entirely  set  aside  all  the  agreements 
made  between  the  late  rajah  and  the  company  (which 
were  real  agreements  with  the  state  of  Benares,  in  the 
person  of  the  lord  or  prince  thereof,  and  his  heirs ;)  and 
without  any  form  of  trial,  inquisition,  or  other  legal  pro- 
cess, for  forfeiture  of  the  privileges  of  the  people  to  be 
governed  by  magistrates  of  their  own,  and  according  to 
their  natural  laws,  customs,  and  usages,  did,  contrary  to 
the  said  agreement,  separate  the  mint  and  the  criminal 
jastice  from  the  said  government,  and  did  vest  the  mint 
in  the  British  resident,  and  the  criminal  justice  in  a 
Mahomedan  native  of  his  own  appointment  ;  and  did  eo- 
liance  the  tribute  to  be  paid  from  the  province  from 
250,000/.  annually,  limited  by  treaty,  or  thereabouts,  to 
three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  for  the  6r8t 
year,  and  to  four  hundred  thousand  for  every  year  after ; 
and  did  compel  the  adoaioistrator  aforesaid  (father  to  the 


AGAINST  VTARREN  HASTINGS.  283 

rajah)  to  agree  to  the  same  ;  and  did,  by  the  same  usurp- 
ed authority,  illegally  impose,  and  cause  to  be  levied, 
anndry  iojudicious  and  oppressive  duties  on  goods  and 
merchandise,  which  did  greatly  impair  the  trade  of  the 
province,  and  threaten  the  utter  ruin  thereof;  and  did 
charge  several  pensions  on  the  said  revenues,  of  his  own 
mere  authority  ;  and  did  send  and  keep  up  various  bo- 
dies of  the  company's  troops  in  the  said  country  ;  and 
did  perform  sundry  other  acts,  with  refard  to  the  said 
territory,  in  total  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the  sovereigo 
and  the  jftople^  and  in  violation  of  the  treaties  and  agree- 
ments aforesaid. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  being  absent,  on  ac« 
count  of  ill  health,  from  the  presidency  of  Calcutta,  at  a 

{>lace  called  Nia  Serai,  about  forty  miles  distant  there- 
rom,  did  carry  on  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  re^ 
sident  at  Benares,  and,  under  colour  that  the  instalments 
for  the  new  rent  or  tribute  were  in  arrear,  did,  of  hia 
own  authority,  make,  in  about  one  year,  a  second  revo* 
lotion  in  the  government  of  the  territory  aforesaid  ;  and 
did  order  and  direct  that  Durbege  8ing  aforesaid,  father 
of  the  rajah,  and  administrator  of  his  authority,  should  be 
deprived  of  his  office  and  of  his  lands,  and  thrown  into 
prison,  and  did  threaten  him  with  dekth,  although  h^ 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  had,  at  the  time  of  the  making 
his  new  arrangement,  declared  himself  sensible  that  the 
rent  aforesaid  might  require  abatement ;  although  he 
WIS  wdl  apprized  that  the  administrator  had  been  for  two 
months  of  his  administration  in  a  weak  and  languid  state 
of  body,  and  wholly  incapable  of  attending  to  the  busineaa 
of  the  collections;  though  a  considerable  drought  had 
prevailed  in  the  said  province,  and  did  consequently  at 
feet  the  regolarity  and  produce  of  the  collectiona  ;  aod 
though  he  had  other  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  the 
said  administrator  had  not  himself  received  from  the 
collectors  of  government,  and  the  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
the  rent  in  arrear ;  yet  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
without  any  known  process,  or  recording  any  answer, 
defence,  plea,  exculpation,  or  apology  from  the  party, 
or  recording  any  other  grounds  ot  rigour  against  him,  ex* 
cept  the  following  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  the  resident, 
notooly  gave  the  order  as  aforesaid,  but  did  afterwards« 
without  laying  any  other  or  better  ground  before  the 
council  general,  persuade  them  to,  and  did  procure  front 
thfUD,  a  confirmation  of  the  aforesaid  cruel  and  ilief^i 
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proceed in;;s,  the  correspondence  concerning  which  had 
not  been  before  communicated ;  he  pleading  his  illnes!» 
for  not  communicating  the  same,  though  that  illness  did 
not  prevent  him  from  carrying  on  correspondence  coI^ 
cerning  the  deposition  of  the  said  administrator,  and  other 
important  affairs  in  various  places. 

That  in  the  letter  to  the  council,  requiring  the  confirm- 
ation of  his  acts  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
not  only  propose  the  confinement  of  the  said  administra- 
tor at  Benares,  although  by  his  imprisonment  he  must 
have  been  in  a  great  measure  disabled  from  recovering 
the  balances  due  to  him,  and  for  the  nonpayment  of  which 
he  was  thus  imprisoned,  but  did  propose,  as  an  alterna- 
tive, his  imprisonment  at  a  remote  fortress,  out  of  the 
said  territory,  and  in  the  company's  provinces,  called 
Chunar ;  desiring  them  to  direct  the  resident  at  Benares 
•*  to  exact  from  Baboo  Dubbitzce  Sing  every  rupee  of 
the  collections,  which  it  shall  appear  that  he  has  made, 
and  not  brought  to  account;  and  cither  to  confine  him 
at  Benares,  or  to  send  him  a  prisoner  to  Chunar,  and  to 
keep  him  in  confinement  until  he  shall  have  discharged 
the  whole  of  the  amount  due  from  him."  And  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  assign  motives  of  passion  and  per- 
sona! resentment  for  the  said  unjust  and  rigorous  pro- 
ceedings, as  follows :  '*  I  feel  myself,  and  may  be  allowed 
on  such  an  occasion  to  acknowledge  it,  personally  hurt 
at  the  ingratitude  of  this  man,  and  at  the  discredit  which 
his  ill  conduct  has  thrown  on  my  appointment  of  him. 
He  has  deceived  me;  he  has  offended  against  tlie  govern* 
nient,  which  I  then  represented."  And  as  a  further  rea- 
son for  depriving  him  of  iiis  Jaghire  (or  salary  out  of  land) 
he  did  insinuate  in  the  said  letter,  but  without  giving  or 
offering  any  proof,  '<  that  the  said  rajah  had  been  guilty 
odiltle  and  mean  peculations,  although  the  appointments 
assigned  to  him  had  been  sufficient  to  free  him  from  the 
temptations  thereto*" 

That  it  appears,  as  it  might  naturally  have  been  ex- 
pected, that  the  wife  of  the  said  administrator,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Bulwant  Sing,  the  late  rajah  of  Benares,  and  her 
son  the  reigning  rajah,  did  oppose,  to  the  best  of  their 
power,  but  by  what  remonstrances,  or  upon  what  plea, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  never  inform  the  court  of 
directors,  the  deposition,  imprisonment,  and  confiscation 
of  the  estates  of  the  husband  of  the  one,  and  tlie  father  of 
the  other;  but  that  the  said  Hastings,  persisting  in  bis 
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malice,  did  declare  to  the  said  council  as  follows :  *^  The 
opposition  made  by  the  rajah  and  the  old  rannee,  both 
equally  incapable  of  judging  for  //lemselre^,  does  certainlj 
originate  from  some  secret  influence,  which  ought  to  be 
checked  by  a  decided  and  peremptory  declaration  of  the 
authority  of  the  board,  and  a  denunciation  of  their  dis- 
pleasure at  their  presumption.^* 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  not  satisfied  with  the 
injuries  done,  and  the  insults  and  disgraces  offered  to  the 
family  aforesaid,  did,  in  a  manner  unparalleled,  except  bj 
an  act  of  his  own  on  another  occasion,  fraudulentty  and 
inhumanly  endeavour  to  make  the  wife  and  son  of  the 
said  administrator,  contrary  to  the  sentiments  and  the 
law  of  nature,  the  instruments  of  his  oppressions;  diiiect- 
ing,  ^^  that  if  they  (the  mother  and  son  aforesaid)  could 
be  induced  to  yield  the  appearance  of  a  cheerful  acquiu* 
cence  in  the  new  arrangements,  and  to  adopt  it  as  a  mea- 
sure formed  with  ttieir  participationj  it  would  be  better 
than  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  declared  act  of  compul- 
sion, but  that  at  all  events  it  ought  to  be  done." 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  pressing  declarationli 
aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  his  special 
recommendation  appoint,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes 
and  desires  of  the  rajah  and  his  mother,  another  person 
to  the  administration  of  his  affairs,  called  Jagher  Deo 
Seo. 

That  the  company  having  sent  express  orders  for  the 
sending  the  resident  by  them  before  appointed  to  Benares, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  strongly  oppose  himself  to 
the  same ;  and  did  throw  upon  the  person  appointed  by 
the  company  (Francis  Fowke,  Esquire)  several  strong 
but  unspecified  reflections  and  aspersions,  contrary  to 
the  duty  he  owed  to  the  company,  and  to  the  justice  he 
owed  to  all  its  servants. 

That  the  said  resident  being  appointed  by  the  votes 
of  the  rest  of  the  council,  in  obedience  to  the  reiterated 
orders  of  the  company,  and  in  despite  of  the  opposition 
of  the  said  Hastings,  did  proceed  to  Benares ;  and,  on 
the  representation  of  the  parlies,  and  the  submission  of 
the  accounts  of  the  aforesaid  Durbitzee  Sing  to  an  arbi- 
trator, did  find  him,  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing,  in  debt  to 
the  company  for  a  sum  not  considerable  enough  to  jnt- 
tify  the  severe  treatment  of  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing ; 
his  wife  and  son  complaining,  at  or  about  the  same  time, 
that  the  balances  due  to  him  from  the  aumils^  or  aub-coU 
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lectors,  had  been  received  by  the  new  admiuifttrator,  and 
carried  to  his  own  credit,  in  prejudice  and  wrong  to  the 
•Ittd  Durbitsee  Sing  ;  which  representation,  the  only 
ooe  that  has  been  transmitted  on  the  part  of  the  said 
■aflferers,  has  not  been  coutradicted. 

That  it  appears  that  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing  did  af- 
terwards go  to  Calcutta  for  the  redress  of  his  grievances ; 
and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  same  were  redress- 
«d»  or  even  his  complaints  heard,  but  he  received  two 
peremptory  orders  from  the  supreme  council  to  leave 
.the  aaid  city,  and  to  return  to  Benares :  that  on  his  re- 
tarn  to  Benares,  and  being  there  met  by  Warren  Has- 
:thigs  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  although  he 
had  reason  to  be  well  assured  that  the  said  Durbitzee 
Sjog  was  in  possession  of  small  or  no  substance,  did 
agjun  cruelly  and  inhumanly,  and  without  any  legal  autho- 
rity, order  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing  to  be  strictly  impri- 
-soDed ;  and  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing,  in  consequence  of 
the  vexations,  hardships,  and  oppressions  aforesaid,  died 
in  a  short  time  after  insolvent ;  but  whether  in  prison  or 
not  does  not  appear. 


PART  V. 

Third  Revolution  in  Benares* 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having,  in  the  maa- 
ner  before  recited,  devested  Durbege  Sing  of  the  admi- 
aistration  of  the  province  of  Benares,  did,  of  his  own 
arbitrary  will  and  pleasure,  and  against  the  remonstrances 
of  the  rajah  and  his  mother  (in  whose  name  and  in  whose 
rq;ht  the  said  Durbege  Sing,  father  of  the  one  and  hus- 
baid  of  the  other,  had  administered  the  afl&irs  of  the  go- 
Temment)  appoint  a  person,  called  Jagher  Deo  Sheo,  to 
administer  the  same. 

That  the  new  administrator,  warned  by  the  severe  ex- 
ample made  of  his  predecessor,  is  represented  by  the 
teid  Warren  Hastings  as  having  made  it  his  *'  avowed 
principle  (as  it  might  be  expected  it  should  be)  that  the 
aum  fixed  for  the  revenue  must  be  collected."  And  he 
did,  upon  the  principle  aforesaid,  and  by  the  means  sug- 
geated  by  a  principle  of  that  sort,  accordingly  levy 
from  the  country,  and  did  regularly  discharge  to  the 
British  resident  at  Benares,  by  monthly  payments,  the 
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flunii  imposed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  it  is  us* 
ierted  by  the  resident  Fowke;  but  the  said  Warrei 
Hastings  did  assert,  that  his  annual  collections  did  oat 
amount  to  more  than  lack  3,737,600,  or  thereabputSy 
which  he  says  is  much  short  of  the  revenues  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  is  about  twenty-four  thousand  pounds  short  of 
his  agreement. 

That  it  further  appears,  that  notwithstanding  the  new 
administrator  aforesaid  was  appointed  two  months,  or 
thereabouts,  after  the  begining  of  the  fuseliyear,  that  is 
to  say,  about  the  middle  of  November,  1782,  and  the 
former  administrator  had  collected  a  certain  portion  of 
the  revenues  of  that  year,  amounting  to  17,000/.  and  up* 
wards ;  yet  he,  the  said  new  administrator,  upon  the  un^ 
just  and  destructive  principle  aforesaid,  suggested  by  the 
cruel  and  violent  proceedings  of  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings towards  his  predecessor,  did  levy  on  the  provincft 
within  the  said  year,  the  whole  amount  of  the  revenuf^ 
to  be  collected,  in  addition  to  the  sum  collected  by  his 
predecessor  aforesaid. 

That  on  account  of  a  great  drought  which  prevailed, 
in  the  province  aforesaid,  a  remission  of  certain  duties 
in  grain  was  proposed  by  the  chief  criminal  judge  at  Be- 
nares ;  but  the  administrator  aforesaid,  being  fearful  that 
the  revenue  would  fall  short  in  his  hands,  did  strenuously 
oppose  himself  to  the  necessary  relief  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  city. 

That  notwithstanding  the  cantonment  of  several  bo- 
dies of  the  company's  troops  within  the  province,  since 
the  abolition  of  the  native  government,  it  became  sub- 
ject, in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  rajah's  upon  the  bor- 
ders ;  insomuch,  that  in  one  quarter,  no  fewer  than  thirty 
villages  had  been  sacked  and  burned,  and  the  inhabitants 
reduced  to  the  most  extreme  distress. 

That  the  resident,  in  his  letter  to  the  board  at  Cal- 
cutta, did  represent  that  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
was  become  very  difficult;  and,  besides  the  extreme 
drought,  did  assign  for  a  cause  of  that  difficulty,  the  fol- 
lowing : 

«<  That  there  is  also  one  fund,  which,  in  former  years, 
was  applied  in  this  country  to  remedy  temporary  incoo- 
veniencies  in  the  revenue,  and  which  in  the  present  year 
does  not  exist.  This  was  the  private  fortunes  of  mer- 
chants and  shroflTs  (bankers)  resident  in  Benares,  from 
whom  aumils  (collectors)  of  credit  could  obtain  tempo- 
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my  loans,  to  satisfy  the  immediate  calls  of  the  rajah* 
TPbene  sums,  which  used  to  circulate  between  the  aumil 
and  the  merchaut,  have  been  turned  into  a  different  chan- 
m1|  by  bills  of  exchange  to  defray  the  expenses  of  go- 
▼ernment  both  on  the  west  coast  of  India,  and  also  at 
Madras."  To  which  representation  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  answer  was  given,  or  that  any  mode  of  redress 
WW  adopted  in  consequence  thereof. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  passed  through 
llie  province  of  Benares  (Gauzipore)  in  his  progress  to- 
ward Oude,  did,  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  city  of  Luck- 
now,  the  2d  of  April,  1784,  give  to  the  councU  board  at 
Calcutta  an  account  (highly  dishonourable  to  the  British 
government)  of  the  effect  of  the  arrangements  made  by 
himself  in  the  years  1781  and  1783,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing. ^*  Having  contrived,  by  making  forced  stages, 
while  the  troops  of  my  escort  marched  at  the  ordinary 
rate,  to  make  a  stay  of  live  days  at  Benares,  I  was  there- 
by furnished  with  the  means  of  acquiring  some  knowledge 
of  the  state  of  the  province,  wliich  I  am  anxious  to  com- 
monicate  to  you.  Indeed  the  inquiry,  which  was  in  a 
greai  degree  obtruded  upon  m€,  affected  me  with  very 
inQfrtifying  reflections  on  my  inability  to  apply  it  to  any 
useful  purpose.  From  the  confines  of  Buxar  to  Benares, 
I  was  followed  ^nd  fatigued  by  the  clamours  of  the  dis- 
contented inhabitants.  It  was  what  I  expected  in  a  de- 
gree, because  it  is  rare  that  tlie  exercise  of  authority 
shall  prove  satisfactory  to  all,  who  are  the  objects  of  it. 
The  distresses,  which  were  produced  by  the  long  con- 
tinued drought,  unavoidably  tended  to  heighten  the  gcne> 
ral  discontent  -,  yet  I  have  reason  to  fear  that  the  cause 
existed  principalh/  in  a  defeciivcy  if  not  a  corrupt  and 
oppressive  administraiion.^^  "  Of  a  multitude  of  peti- 
tions, which  were  presented  to  me,  and  of  which  I  took 
minutes,  every  one,  that  did  not  relate  to  a  personal 
grievance,  contained  the  representation  of  one  and  the 
same  species  of  oppression,  which  is  in  its  nature  of  an 
influence  most  fatal  to  the  future  cultivation.  The  prac- 
tice, to  which  1  allude,  is  this  :  it  is  affirmed  that  the  au- 
mils  and  renters  exact,  from  the  proprietors  of  the  actual 
harvest,  a  large  increase  in  kind  on  their  stipulated  rent ; 
that  is,  from  those,  who  hold  their  potta  by  the  tenure  of 
paying  one  tmlf  of  the  produce  of  their  crops,  either  the 
fKikole^  without  subterfuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by 
nfiUBe  measurcinaity  or  other  pretexts  ;  and  from  those 
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whose  engagements  are  for  a  fixed  rent  in  moneify  the 
half,  or  a  greater  proportion,  is  taken  in  kind.  This  it 
in  effect  a  tax  upon  the  nidustry  of  the  inliabitants ;  since 
there  is  scarce  a  field  of  grain  in  tfie  province,  /  migU 
say  not  oney  wiiich  has  not  been  preserved  bj  tiie  inces* 
tant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by  digging  wells  for  their 
supply,  or  watering  tlicin  from  the  welU  of  masonry,  with 
Which  tiieir  country  abounds,  or  from  the  neighbouring; 
tanks,  rivers,  and  nullahs.  The  people,  who  imposed  oa 
themselves  tiiis  voluntary  and  extraordinary  lakK>ur,  and 
not  unattended  with  expense,  did  it  on  the  expectation 
of  reaping  the  profits  of  it ;  and  it  is  certain  they  would 
not  have  done  it,  if  they  had  known  that  tiieir  rulers, 
from  whom  they  were  entitled  to  an  indemnifiaUionj 
would  take  from  them  what  they  had  so  hardly  earned. 
If  tiie  same  adminii^tration  continues,  and  the  country 
shall  again  labour  under  want  of  rain,  every  field  will  be 
abandoned^  tlie  revenue  f.iily  and  thousands  perish 
ihroxtijrh  want  of  stibsistenre  ;  for  who  will  labour  for  the 
sole  benefit  of  others,  and  to  make  himself  the  subject  of 
exaction  T  These  practices  are  to  be  imputed  to  the 
naib  himself,  [tiie  admuustrator  forced  by  the  said  War* 
ren  Hastings  on  the  present  rajah  of  Benares.]  The 
avowed  principle  on  which  he  acts,  and  which  he  ac- 
knowledged to  myself,  is,  tliflt  the  whole  sum  fixed  for  the 
revenue  of  the  province  must  be  collected ;  and  that, 
for  this  purp'ise,  the  deficiency  arising  in  places  where 
the  crops  have  failed,  or  which  have  been  left  uncultiva* 
ted,  mus.  be  supplied  from  the  resources  of  others,  where 
the  soil  has  been  better  suited  to  the  season,  or  the  in- 
dustry of  the  cultivators  hath  been  more  successfully 
exerted  :  a  principle  wiiich,  liowever  specious  and  plau- 
sible it  may  at  first  appear,  certainly  (ends  to  the  most 
pernicious  and  destructive  consequences.  If  this  decla- 
ration of  the  naib  had  been  made  only  to  myself,  1  might 
have  doubted  my  construction  of  it;  but  it  was  repeated 
by  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  wJio  understood  it  exactly  ia 
the  same  sense.  In  the  management  of  the  customs,  the 
conduct  of  the  naib,  or  of  the  officer  under  him,  was 
forced  also  upon  my  attention.  Tlu  exorbitant  rules  <x- 
acted  by  an  arbitrary  valuation  of  the  ii^oods;  the  prac- 
tice of  exacting  duties  twice  on  the  same  goods,  first  from 
tie  seller,  and  afterwards  from  the  buyer ;  and  the  vexa- 
ftioDs,  disputes,  and  delays,  drawn  on  tiie  merchants  bj 
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thei9  oppressions,  were  loudlj  complained  of:  and  name 
inatance:^  of  this  kind  were  said  to  exist  at  tiie  very  time 
I  was  at  Benares.  Under  such  circumstances,  we  are 
not  to  wonder  if  the  merchants  of  foreign  countries  are 
discouraged  from  resorting  to  Benares,  and  if  the  com- 
merce of  that  province  should  annually  decay.  Other 
•Vila,  or  imputed  eviU,  have  accidentally  come  to  my 
knowledge,  which  I  will  not  now  particularize  ;  as  I  hope 
tbatf  with  the  assistance  of  the  resident,  they  may  be  m 
pari  corrected.  One  evil  I  must  mention,  because  it  has 
Deeo  verified  by  my  own  observation,  and  is  of  that  kind 
which  reflects  an  unmerited  reproach  on  oor  general  and 
national  character.  When  I  was  at  Biixar,  the  resident, 
at  my  desire,  enjoined  the  naib  to  appoint  creditable  peo- 
ple to  every  town,  through  which  (ur  route  lay,  to  per- 
suade and  encourage  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their 
bouses,  promising  to  give  them  guards  as  I  approaclied, 
sod  they  required  it  for  their  protection ;  and  that  he 
Blight  perceive  how  earnest  I  was  for  his  observation  of 
this  precaution,  I  repeated  it  to  him  in  person,  and  dis- 
missed him,  that  he  might  precede  me  for  that  pur|n>se. 
But,  to  my  great  disappointment,  I  found  every  place, 
through  rvhi  h  I  passedy  abandoned  ;  nor  had  there  been 
a  man  left  in  any  of  them  for  their  protection,  I  am  sor- 
ly  to  add,  tludy  from  Bnxar  to  the  opposite  boundary^  I 
have  seen  notkin<^  bvl  traces  of  complete  devastation  in 
€tery  vdlairc  ;  whtther  caused  by  the  followers  of  the 
troops^  which  have  lately  passed  for  their  natural  relief 
and  I  k}iow  not  whether  my  own  may  not  have  had  their 
tharej  or  from  the  appreheuHions  of  the  inhabitants  left 
to  themselves,  and  of  themselves  deserting  their  houses. 
I  wish  to  acquit  my  own  countrymen  of  the  blame  of 
these  unfavourable  appearances,  and  in  my  own  heart  I 
do  acquit  tiiem  ;  for  at  one  encampment  a  crowd  of  peo- 

£le  came  to  me,  complaining  that  their  new  aumilj  (col- 
ictor)  on  the  approach  of  any  militftry  detachmenty  him- 
9elf  first  fled  from  the  place  ;  and  the  inhabitants  havinfr 
no  one  to  whom  they  coxdd  apply  for  redress,  or  for  tin 
representation  of  their  grievanccsy  and  being  this  reme- 
dilessy  fled  also  ;  so  that  their  houses  and  (ffecis  became 
a  prey  to  any  person  who  chose  to  plunder  them.  The 
geneial  conclusion  appeared  to  me  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence from  such  a  state  of  facts  ;  and  my  own  senses 
bore  testimony  to  it  in  this  specific  instance  :  nor  do  1 
know  how  it  is  possible  for  any  officer  commanding  a  mil^ 
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lary  party,  how  attentive  soever  he  may  be  to  the  ifite»> 
pline  and  forbearance  of  his  people,  to  prevent  disorder! 
ivhen  there  is  neither  opposition  to  hinder^  nor  evidence  to 
detect  them.  These,  and  many  other  irregularities,  I  im* 
pute  solely  to  the  naib,  and  recommend  his  instant  re* 
moval. 

**  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that,  except  the  city  of 
Benares,  the  province  is  in  effect  without  a  governmenL 
The  administration  of  the  province  is  miscondndedf  and 
the  people  oppressed^  trade  discouraged^  and  the  revenue 
in  danger  of  a  rapid  decline,  fromthe  violetU  appropria^ 
tion  of  its  means.^* 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  recommend  to  tht 
council,  for  a  remedy  of  the  disorders  and  calamiiie% 
lifhich  had  arisen  from  his  own  acts,  dispositions,  and  ap^ 
pointments,  that  the  administrator  aforesaid  should  be  Loh 
atantly  removed  from  his  office ;  attributing  the  afore- 
said ^'  irregularities,  and  rwuit/  others^  solely  to  him ;" 
although  oo  his  own  representation  it  does  appear  that  be 
was  the  sole  cause  of  the  irregularities  therein  described: 
neitlier  does  it  appear  that  the  administrator,  so  by  the 
said  Hastings  nominated  and  removed,  was  properly- 
charged  and  called  to  answer  for  tlie  said  recited  irregu- 
larities, or  (ovWxQinimy  others  not  recited,  but  attributed 
solely  to  him ;  nor  ha^s  any  plea  or  excuse  from  him  been 
transmitted  to  tlie  board,  or  to  the  coui  t  of  directors : 
but  he  was,  at  the  instance  of  the  said  Hastings,  deprived 
of  his  said  office  contrary  to  the  principles  of  natural  jus- 
tice, in  a  violent  and  arbitrary  manner;  which  proceed- 
ing, combined  with  the  example  made  of  his  predecesaoTt 
must  necessarily  leave  to  the  person,  wiio  should  succeed 
to  the  said  office,  no  distinct  principle  upon  which  he 
might  act  with  safety.  But  in  comjiaring  the  conse- 
quences of  the  two  delinquencies  charged,  the  failure  ef 
the  payment  of  the  revenues  (from  whatever  cause  it 
may  arise)  is  more  likely  to  be  avoided  than  any  severe 
course  towards  the  inhabitants ;  as  the  former  fault  was, 
beside  the  deprivation  of  office  attended  with  two  im* 
prisonment^,  with  a  menace  of  death,  and  an  actual  death, 
m  disgrace,  poverty,  and  insolvency ;  whereas  the  latter, 
namely,  the  oppression,  and  thereby  the  total  ruin  of  the 
country,  chaigcd  on  the  second  administrator,  was  only 
followed  by  lo^s  of  office;  although  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hasting,  did  further  assert  (but  with  what  truth  does  net 
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appear)  that  the  collection  of  the  last  admioiatrator  hadl 
fallen  much  short  of  the  revenue  of  the  province. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  was  sensible 
that  the  frequent  changes  by  him  made  would  much  dis- 
order the  management  of  tlie  revenues,  and  seemed  de- 
iirous  of  concealing  his  intentions  concerning  the  last 
change  until  the  time  of  its  execution.  Yet  it  appears 
by  a  letter  from  the  British  resident,  dated  the  23d  of 
June,  17»4,  "that  a  very  strong  report  prevailed  at 
Benares  of  his  (the  said  Hastings')  intentions  of  ap- 
pointing a  new  naib  for  the  approaching  year ;  and  that 
tlie  etlect  is  evident,  which  the  prevalence  of  such  an 
idea  amongst  the  anmils  would  probably  have  on  t)>e  cul- 
tivation at  this  piirticular  time.  The  heavy  mofu>*sil 
kists  ;^harvcst  instalnrents  i'uve  now  l>eeu  collected  by  the 
aumils;  the  season  of  tillage  is  ariived;  the  ryots  i coun- 
try farmers y  must  be  indulged,  and  even  assisted  by  ad- 
vances;  and  the  aumil  must  look  for  iiis  returns  in  the 
abundance  of  tl.e  crop,  the  ron^tqufn  e  of  this  early  at- 
iention  to  llie  (uUivittion.  Ti:e  eflect  is  evident,  which 
the  report  of  a  ihange.  in  the  fir d  officer  of  the  revenue 
miut  have  on  the  minda  oftlitaiimils^  by  ItAtving  them  at 
an  umertnihti/  of  nhat  ihty  hove  in  future  to  exfted  ;  and, 
in  pro;)orlion  to  the  degree  of  this  uncertainty,  their 
eflforts  and  expenses  i.i  promoting  the  cultivation  will  be 
languid  and  sparing. 

**ln  conij^^llanre  willi  tlie  naib's  rccpicst,  I  have  written 
to  all  the  auniiis,  encoura^i  tg  at.d  ordering  them  to  at- 
tend to  the  cuUivation  of  their  rcsjjcctive  districts. 
But  I  conceive  I  shou!d  be  able  lo  {n'oniole  this  very  de- 
sirable intention  much  more  ctleclually,  if  you  will  ho- 
nour me  with  the  (ommunicatio:)  of  your  intentions  oa 
this  subject.  At  the  same  time  1  cannot  help  just  re- 
marking, that  if  a  change  is  intended,  the  sooner  it  takes 
place,  the  moie  the  bad  effects  I  have  described  will  be 
obviated." 

Tl  at  the  council,  having  received  the  proposition  for 
the  removal  of  the  adminiistrator  aforesaid,  did  also  in  a 
letter  to  him  (the  said  Hastings)  condemn  the  frequent 
cbauges  by  him  made  in  the  admitiistration  of  the  coliec- 
tions  of  Benares ;  but  did  consent  to  such  alterations  as 
mtght  be  made  without  encroacliing  on  the  rights  estab- 
lished l)y  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  agreement  in  the  year 
1781,  and  did  desire  him  to  trau;>mit  to  them  his  plan 
for  a  ucw  adminbtration. 
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That  the  said  Hastings  did  transmit  a  plan,  whicfa^ 
notwithstanding  the  evils  wiiich  had  happened  from  tbe 
former  frequent  changes,  he  did  propose  a9  a  temporary 
expedient  for  the  administration  of  the  revenues  of  the 
«aid  province ;  in  which  no  provision  was  made  for  the 
reduction  or  remission  of  revenue,  as  exigencies  might 
require;  or  for  the  extraction  of  tiie  circulating  species 
from  the  said  province;  or  for  the  supply  of  the  neces- 
sary advances  for  cultivation;  nor  for  the  removal  or 
prevention  of  any  of  the  grievances  by  him  before  com- 
plained of,  other  than  an  inspection  by  the  resident  and 
the  chief  criminal  magistrate  of  Benares,  and  otiierrcgo- 
lations  equally  void  of  effect  and  aut:iority -.  and  which 
plan  Mr.  Stables,  one  of  the  supreme  council,  did  alto- 
gether reject ;  but  the  same  was  approved  of,  as  a  /eiil- 
porary  expediciiL  with  some  excej)tions,  by  two  other 
members  of  the  board,  Mr.  W  jeler  and  Mr.  Macpherson, 
declaring  the  saiJ  IFarren  Hastings  responsible  for  the 
tempontry  expclienrif  of  the  same. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  plan  aforesaid, 
having  strongly  objected  to  l!;e  appointment  of  any  Eu- 
ropean colleclois,  that  is  to  say,  of  any  European  ser- 
Tants  of  the  company  beina;  concerned  in  the  same,  de- 
clared that  tiieie  had  been  sutlicient  experience  of  the 
ill  effects  of  ijjeir  being  so  emj>loyed  in  the  province  of 
Bengal;  by  which  the  said  Hastings  did  eit^  er,  in  loose 
and  general  terms,  convey  a  false  imputation  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  company's  servants  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenues  of  Bengal :  or  he  was  guilty  of 
a  criminal  neglect  of  duty,  in  not  bringing  to  puiiisl.mcot 
the  particular  persons,  wl.ose  evil  practices  had  given 
rise  to  such  a  «^encral  miputation  on  British  subjects  and 
servants  of  the  company,  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  ser- 
vice in  other  places. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having,  in  the  course 
of  three  years,  made  three  complete  revolutions  in  the 
state  of  Benaies,  by  expelling,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
lawful  and  right fui  governor  of  the  same,  under  wliose 
care  and  superintcMidence  a  large  and  certain  revenue, 
suitable  to  the  abilities  of  the  country,  and  consistent 
with  its  [irosperiiy,  was  paid  with  the  greatest  pimc- 
tuality;  and  by  afterwards  displacing  two  effective  go- 
vernors or  administrators  of  the  province,  appointed  in 
■uccession  by  himself;  and  in  consequence  of  the  said 
appoiOtmeDtS;  aad  violent  and  arbitrary  removals,  the  said 
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if 


prafince  ^  being  left  ineSect  without  a  govenmieiit, 
except  in  one  ci(j  only ;  and  having,  after  all,  settled  no 
more  than  a  temporary  arrangement ;  is  guilty  of  an  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor  in  the  destruction  of  the  coun- 
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IV.   PRINCESSES  OF  OUDK 


I. 

That  the  reigning  nabob  of  Oude,  Gomraonlj  called 
Asoph  ul  Dowla  (son  and  successor  to  Shuja  ul  Dowla) 
by  taking  into,  or  continuing  in  his  paj,  certain  bodies 
of  regular  British  troops,  and  by  having  afterwards  ad* 
mitted  the  British  resident  at  his  court  into  the  manage- 
ment  of  all  his  affairs,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  parti- 
cularly into  the  administration  of  his  finances,  did  gn* 
dually  berome,  in  substance  and  efiect,  as  well  as  in  ge- 
neral repute  and  estimation,  a  dependant  on,  or  vassal  of, 
the  East  India  company ;  and  was,  and  is,  so  much  un- 
der the  control  of  the  governor  general  and  council  of 
Bengal,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  all  tlie  native  powers,  the 
English  name  and  character  is  concerned  in  every  act  of 
his  goverment. 

II. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  contrary  to  law,  and 
to  his  duty,  and  in  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
East  India  company,  arrogating  to  himself  the  nomiDft' 
tion  of  the  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  as  his  parti- 
cular agent  and  representative,  and  rejecting  the  rest* 
dent  appointed  by  the  company,  and  obtruding  upon 
them  a  person  of  his  own  choice,  did,  from  that  time, 
render  himself  in  a  particular  manner  responsible  for  the 
good  government  of  the  provinces,  composing  the  do- 
minions of  the  nabob  of  Oude. 

III. 

Tliat  the  provinces  aforesaid  having  been,  at  the  time 
of  their  fint  connexion  with  the  company,  in  an  improved 
and  flourishing  condition,  and  yielding  a  revenue  of  more 
than  three  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  or  thereabouts, 
did,  soon  after  that  period,  begin  sensibly  to  decline; 
and  the  subsidy  of  the  British  troops  stationed  in  that 
province,  as  well  as  other  suras  of  money  due  to  the 
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coijnipanj  by  treaty,  ran  cunsiderably  in  arrear  ;  allhougk 
the  prince  of  the  country,  during  tlie  time  these  arrears 
accrued,  was  otherwise  in  distress^  and  had  been  obliged 
to  reduce  all  liis  establisiimeuts. 

IV. 

That  the  prince  aforesaid,  or  nabob  oF  Oude,  did,  ia 
humble  and  submissive  terms,  supplicate  the  said  War* 
r6D  Hastings  to  be  relieved  from  a  body  of  troops,  whose 
licentious  behaviour  iie  complained  of,  and  were  station* 
ed  iu  his  country  witiioul  any  obligation,  by  treaty,  to 
inaintain  them ;  pleading  the  failure  of  harvest ,  and  the 
Ijfievalencc  of  famine  in  his  country;  a  compliance  with 
which  request,  by  flje  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  re- 
alised iu  unbecoming,  ofTensive,  and  insulting  language. 

V. 

'.  That  the  said  nabob,  labouring  under  the  aforesaid  and 
other  burthens,  and  being  continually  urged  for  pay- 
menty  was  advised  to  extot  (,  and  did  extort  from  his  mo* 
ther  and  grandmother,  under  the  pretext  of  loans  (and 
sometimes  without  that  appearance;  various  great  sums 
of  money,  amounting  in  the  wiiole  to  630,000/.  sterling, 
or  thereabouts;  alleging  in  excuse,  the  rigorous  demands 
of  the  East  India  company,  for  w;to^e  use  the  said  extorted 
money  had  been  demanded,  and  to  wJiich  a  considerable 
part  of  it  iiad  been  applied. 

VL 

That  the  two  female  parents  of  the  nabob  aforesaid* 
were  among  the  women  of  the  greatest  rank,  family,  and 
distinction,  in  Asia ;  and  were  left  by  the  deceased  na- 
bob, the  son  of  the  one,  and  the  husband  of  the  other, 
in  charge  of  certain  considerable  part  of  his  treasures, 
in  money,  and  other  valuable  movables,  as  well  as  cer- 
tain landed  estates,  called  jaghires,  in  order  to  the  sup- 
|)Qrt  of  their  o\ivn  dignity,  and  the  Imnourabic  mainte- 
iiauce  of  his  women,  and  a  numerous  offspring  and  their 
dependants;  the  said  family  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to 
two  thousand  persons,  who  were,  by  the  said  oabobi  at 
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,*. 


^h  deatb,  recommended  b  a  particular  manner  to  th# 
«tre  and  protectioD  of  the  said  Warren  HaatiogB* 

VII. 

That  on  the  demand  of  thd  nabob  of  Oade  on  his  pt^ 
rents  for  the  last  of  the  sums,  which  completed  the  silt 
tmodred  and  thiftj  thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  they,  \bm 
faid  parents,  did  positively  refdse  to  pay  any  part  of  tb^ 
tame  to  their  son  for  the  use  of  the  company,  until  hi 
riioold  agree  to  certain  terms  to  be  stipulated  in  a  rego* 
lar  treaty ;  and,  among  other  particulars,  to  secure  thenk 
in  the  remainder  of  their  possessions,  and  also  on  no  ae-' 
count  or  piretence  to  make  any  further  demands  or 
claims  on  them ;  Mid,  well  knowing  from  whence  all  bit 
claims  and  exactions  had  arisen,  they  demanded  that  thi 
iaid  treaty,  or  family  compact,  should  be  giiarantied  bjT 
the  governor  general  and  council  of  Bengal ;  and  a  treat/ 
Was  accordingly  agreed  to,  executed  by  the  nabob,  aM 
guarantied  by  John  Bristow,  Esquirte,  the  resident  at 
Oude,  under  this  authority,  and  with  the  express  con* 
sent  dT  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  council  geM- 
nl,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  sum  last  required 
was  paid,  and  discharges  given  to  the  nabob  for  all  the 
money  which  he  had  t)orrowed  from  his  own  mother  and 
the  mother  of  his  father. 

Tiuit  the  distresses  and  disorders  in  the  nabob's  go* 
temment,  and  his  debt  to  the  company  continuing  to  nh* 
crease,  notwithstanding  the  violent  methods  befll^  men- 
tioned, taken  to  augment  his  renources,  the  said  Warrea 
Hastings,  on  the  21st  of  May,  and  on  the  31st  Juljt 
1781  fhe  and  Mr.  Wheler  being  the  only  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  council  general,  and  he  having  the  conciuahro 
and  casting  voice,  and  thereby  being  in  effect  the  wbote 
council)  did,  in  the  name  and  under  the  authority  of  thf 
board,  resolve  on  a  journey  to  the  upper  provinces.  In 
order  to  a  personal  interview  with  the  nabob  of  Oudoi  to^ 
ward  the  settlement  of  his  distressed  aflbirs;  and  did 
give  to  himself  a  delegation  of  the  powers  of  the  said 
couocil,  in  direct  vblation  of  the  Company's  orders,  ftr» 
kidding  such  delegation. 
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.  VIIL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  having  bj  his  appoint- 
ttient  met  the  nabob  ofOude  near  a  place  called  Chunaff 
and  poaaessing  an  entire  and  absolute  command  over  the 
faid  prince,  did,  oontrary  to  justice  and  equity,  and  the 
^^uritj  of  property,  as  well  as  to  public  faith  and  the 
Miction  of  the  coiQ|iany's  guarantee,  under  the  colour  of 
%  treaty,  which  treaty  was  conducted  secretly,  without  a 
lirritten  document  of  any  part  of  the  proceeding,  Texcept 
^kb  pretended  treaty  itself,)  authorize  the  said  nabob  to 
Veize  upon,  and  confiscate  to  his  own  profit,  the  landed 
'States,  called  jaghires,  of  his  parents,  kindred,  and  prin- 
<upal  nobility;  only  stipulating  a  pension  to  the  net 
fmount  of  the  rent  of  the  said  lands  as  an  equivalent,  and 
that  equivalent  to  such  only,  whose  lands  had  been 
guarantied  to  them  by  the  company :  but  provided  neither 
in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  nor  in  any  subsequent  act, 
the  least  security  for  the  payment  of  the  said  pension  to 
those  for  whom  such  pension  was  ostensibly  reserved; 
and,  for  the  others,  not  so  much  as  a  show  of  indemnity ; 
tfi  the  extreme  scandal  of  the  British  government,  which, 
faluing  itself  upon  a  strict  regard  to  property,  did  ex- 
pressly authorize,  if  it  did  not  command,  an  attack  upon 
that  right,  unprecedented  iu  the  despotic  governments 
of  India* 


IX. 
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le  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  cover  the 
▼iolent  and  unjust  proceedings  aforesaid,  did  assert  a 
claim  of  right  in  the  same  nabob  to  all  the  possessions  of 
i|;is  said  mother  and  grandmother,  as  belonging  to  him  by 
the  Mahommedan  law ;  and  tiiis  pretended  claim  was  set 
up  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  the  nabob  had,  by 
f  regular  treaty,  ratified  and  guarantied  by  the  said  Has- 
tings as  governor  general,  renounced  and  relea^  all  de* 
■lands  on  tiiem*  And  this  false  pretence  of  a  leg^al  de- 
■laiid  was  taken  up  and  acted  upon  by  the  said  Warren 
listings,  without  laying  the  said  question  on  record  be- 
ibre  the  council  general,  or  giving  notice  to  the  persona 
to  be  aflfected  thereby,  to  support  their  rights  before  any 
jpf  the  principal  magistrates  and  expounders  of  the  Ma- 
Jiommedan  law,  or  taking  publicly  theopink>ns  of  any  per- 
ioa  conversant  thereiiu 
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That  in  order  to  ghre  farther  colour  to  the  acts  of  fli 
faith  and  violence  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Haatingp 
did  cause  to  be  taken  at  Lucknow,  and  other  places,  fatf* 
fore  divers  persons,  and  particularlj  before  Sir  Elijah 
Ini|iey,  knight,  his  majesty  s  chief  jnstice,  acting  extn^ 
judicially,  and  not  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdictioiii 
several  passionate,  careless,  irrelevant,  and  irregular  afll» 
davits,  consisting  of  matter  not  fit  to  be  deposed  on  oatli^ 
of  reports,  conjectures,  and  hearsays;  some  of  the  per^ 
ions  sweat*ing  to  the  said  hearsays,  having  declined  tti 
declare  from  whom  they  heard  the  accounts  at  second 
hand  sworn  to  f  the  said  aflSdavits  in  general  tending  M 
support  the  calumnious  charge  of  the  said  Warren  Haii 
tu^ ;  namely,  that  the  aged  women  before  mentioned  had 
formed,  or  engaged  in,  a  plan  for  the  depositbn  of  thdi 
son  and  sovereign,  and  the  vUer  exiirpnium  of  the  Eiq^ 
lish  nation :  and  neither  the  said  charge  against  peraooi 
whose  dependence  was  principally,  if  not  wJioily,  on  thsf 
good  faith  of  this  nation,  and  highly  aflfecting  the  honooTj 
property,  and  even  lives  of  women  of  the  hi^iest  coodi* 
tiou:  nor  the  affidavits  intended  to  support  the  same,  ex* 
trajudic  ally  taken  ex  partey  and  without  notice,  by  tto 
said  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  cokIp 
municated  to  the  parties  charged,  or  to  any  agent  for 
them ;  nor  were  they  called  upon  to  answer,  nor  any  ex« 
planation  demanded  of  them«  '  ' 


That  the  article,  affecting  private  [Property  secured  b}^ 
public  acts,  in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  contains  nothing 
more  than  «a  general  permission,  given  by  the  said  WaN 
ren  Hastings,  for  confiscating  such  jaghires  or  landed 
Mates,  With  the  modifications  therein  contained,  *<as  te 
[the  nabob]  may  find  necessary ;''  but  does  not  directljf 
[mint  at,  or  express  by  name,  any  of  the  landed  possea*^ 
sions  of  the  nabob's  mother.  But  soon  after  the  signing 
of  the  said  pretended  treaty  (that  is,  on  the  29th  Novenh 
ber,  1781)  it  did  appear,  that  a  principal  object  tbereeC 
was  to  enable  the  nal>ob  to  seise  upon  the  estates  of  hit 
female  parents  aforesaid,  which  had  been  guarantied  tw 
them  by  the  Ekiat  India  company.  And  although  in  tha 
treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  aforesaM,  nothing  more  m 
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purporfed  than  to  give  a  simple  permission  to  the  nabob 
to  seize  upon  and  confiscate  the  eslaies,  leaving  the  exe- 
cution or  non-e\erution  of  the  same  wholly  to  his  iliscr^f- 
tion ;  yet  it  appears,  by  several  letters  from  Nathaniel 
Middleton,  Esquire,  tne  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude» 
of  tue  6th,  7  th,  and  9th  of  December,  1781,  tbat  no 
inch  discretion,  as  expressed  in  the  treaty,  was  left,  or 
intended  to  be  left  with  him  the  said  nabob;  but  thai  the 
said  article  ought  practically  to  have  a  construction  of  a 
directly  contrary  tendency;  that,  instead  of  considering 
the  article  as  originating  f>om  the  nabob,  and  containing  a 

Cwer  provided  in  his  favour,  which  be  did  not  possess 
fore,  the  confiscation  of  the  jaghires  aforesaid  was  to 
be  considered  as  a  measure  from  the  English,  and  to  be 
intended  for  their  benefit ;  and  as  such,  that  the  execu- 
tion was  to  be  forced  U|K>n  him ;  and,  the  execution  there- 
of was  accordingly  forced  upon  him.  And  the  resident, 
Middleton,  on  the  nabob's  refusal  to  act  in  contradiction  to 
luB  sworn  engagement,  guarantied  by  the  East  India  com- 

5 any,  and  in  the  undutiful  and  unnatural  manner  required^ 
id  totally  supersede  his  authority  in  his  own  dominions, 
coQsidering  nimself  as  empowered  so  to  act  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  said  Hastings,  although  he  had  reason  to  ap- 
prehend a  general  insurrection  in  consequence  thereof, 
end  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  remove  his  family, 
^wiiich  he  did  not  wish  to  retain  there,  in  case  of  a  ru[>- 
tare  with  the  nabob*  or  tbe  necessity  of  employing  the 
British  forces  in  the  reduction  of  Aufaumils  and  troops;'* 
end  he  did  accordingly,  as  sovereign,  issue  his  own  edicts 
end  warrants^  in  defiance  of  the  resistance  of  the  nabob, 
in  the  manner  by  him  described  in  the  letters  aforesaid^ 
in  a  letter  of  6tli  December,  ]  781 ,  that  is  to^ay,  *^  Find- 
ing ihf  nabob  waverinir  in  his  determimUion  about  ihi 
rtsumpiuxn  of  the  jaghires,  I  this  day,  in  presence  of, 
end  with  the  minii^ter's  concurrence,  ordered  the  neces^ 
•try  perwannahs  to  be  written  to  the  several  aumiis  for 
ihet  purpose ;  and  it  was  my  firm  resolution  to  have  de- 

S etched  tiiem  this  evening,  wiih  proper  people  to  see 
em  panctualiy  and  implicitly  carried  into  execution; 
Iwt  before  they  were  all  transcribed,  I  received  a  mes- 
iige  from  the  nabob,  who  had  been  informed  by  tiie  mi- 
ifoter  of  the  resolution  J  had  taken,  infreating  that  I 
#ould  withhold  the  perwannahs  until  to-morrow  morning, 
"When  he  ^ouid  attend  me,  and  adbrd  me  satisfaction  on 
lUi  point.    A9  the  Uws  of  a  fi^if  faoure  io  the  despatcl^ 


jL«AIKfT  WAARIN  HAVSmOS.  3fll 

of  the  perwannahs  appeared  of  little  moineDt,  and  as  it  is 
possible  the  nabob,  seeing  that  the  business  will  at  aU 
tvenJLs  be  done^  miiy  make  it  an  act  of  his  own^  I  havg 
consented  to  indulige  him  in  his  request ;  b\U^  be  the  r«« 
suit  of  our  interview  whatever  it  may^  nothing  shall  pn* 
9ait  the  orders  being  issued  to^morrow^  either  by  him  at 
myself  with  tlit  concurrence  of  the  ministers.  Ycyiir  plea? 
tQt  e  respecting  the  begums  I  have  learnt  from  Sir  Elijah; 
and  the  measure  heretofoie  proposed  will  soon  follow  the 
resumption  of  the  jaghires.  From  both,  or  indeed  fro0i 
the  former  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  complete  liquid 
dation  of  the  company's  balance."  And  also  in  another 
letter  of  the  7th  December,  17H1,  «<  I  had  the  lionour  to 
address  you  yesterday,  informing  you  of  the  steps  I  had 
taken  in  regard  to  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires*  Tlu§ 
morning  the  visier  came  to  me  according  to  his  agrtfi^ 
menty  but  seemingly  without  any  intention  or  desire  to 
yield  me  satisfaction  on  the  subject  under  discussion^ 
for^  after  a  great  deal  of  conversation^  consisting^  on  his 
par/,  of  trifling  evasion  and  puerile  excuses  for  withhoU^ 
ing  his  assent  to  the  measure^  though  at  the  same  time prd^ 
fessing  the  most  implicit  submission  to  your  wishes^  I 
found  myself  without  any  otiier  resource  than  the  one  rf 
employing  tluit  exclusive  autliority  with  which  I  consider 
your  itistructions  to  vest  me:  I  therefore  declared  to  tie 
nabob,  in  presence  of  the  minister  and  Mr*  JohnsoUyWho 
I  desired  might  bear  witness  of  the  conversaiion,  that  t 
construed  his  rejection  of  the  measure  proposed,  as  » 
In'each  of  his  solemn  promise  to  you,  and  an  unwilling^ 
ness  to  yield  that  assistance  which  was  evidently  in  his 
power,  toward  liquidating  his  heavy  accumulating  debt 
to  the  company;  and  that  I  must  in  consequence  deter« 
mine,  in  my  own  justification,  to  issue  immediately  the 
perwannahs,  which  had  only  been  withheld  in  the  aan* 
guine  hope,  that  he  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  that 
his  own  acty  which  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessitj 
could  force  me  to  vmke  mine.  He  left  me  without  waj 
reply;  i>ut  afterwards  sent  for hia minister,  and  auihorisi* 
ed  him  to  give  me  ho|)es,  that  my  requisition  would  be 
complied  with ;  on  which  I  expressed  my  8atisfacticm» 
but  declared,  that  I  could  admit  of  no  further  delaya;i 
and  unless  I  received  liis  excellency's  formal  acquiet- 
cence  before  the  evening,  I  should  then  most  assured^ 
issue  my  perwannahs ;  which  /  have  accordingly  dpn^ 
sot  having  bad  any  asaurauc^s  from  bis  excellency,  tb^ 
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eoaid  justify  a  further  suspension.  I  shall,*  as  soon  at 
possible,  inform  jou  of  the  effects  of  the  perwannaiis, 
which,  in  many  parts,  I  am  apprehensive  it  will  be 
found  necessary  to  enforce  with  military  aid.  I  am  not, 
however,  entirely  without  hopes  that  the  nabob,  whenAe 
ins  the  infffi>ary  of  further  o/);io«t7eoD,  may  alter  his 
conduct,  and  prevent  tfie  confusion  and  disagreeable  con- 
9eqKe7it:e8y  irfcii  h  would  he  too  likely  to  result  from  the 
prosevution  of  a  measure  of  such  importance  without  his 
incurrence.  His  excellency  talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad, 
f6r  the  purpose  heretofore  mentioned,  in  three  or  four 
days ;  I  wisk  h  may  be  serious  in  his  intention,  and  you 
aay  rest  assured,  IshaU  spare  no  pains  to  keep  him  to  it,** 
And  further,  in  a  letter  of  «he  9th  December,  1781  :  "I 
Ikad  the  lionour  to  address  you  on  the  7th  instant,  inform- 
ing you  of  t  lie  conversation  which  had  passed  between 
the  nabob  and  me,  on  the  subject  of  resuming  the  jag- 
hires,  and  the  step  I  had  taken  in  consequence.  His  ex- 
tellenvy  appeared  to  be  very  muth  hurt  and  incensed  at 
JIte  measure;  and  loudly  complains  of  llie  treachery  of 
t&8  ministers  ;  first,  in  giving  you  any  hopes  that  such  a 
measure  would  be  adopted ;  and  secondly,  in  their  pro- 
fnising  me  their  whole  sujyport  in  carrying  it  through  : 
hut,  as  I  apprehend,  rathir  than  suffer  it  to  appear  that 
the  point  lutd  been  carried  in  opposition  to  his  will,  he  at 
length  yielded  a  nominal  acquiescence,  and  has  this  day 
issued  [lis  own  perwannahs  to  that  effect ;  declaring,  honh 
ever,  at  the  same  time,  both  to  me  and  his  ministers,  that 
His  an  act  of  compulsion,  I  hope  to  be  able  in  a  few 
days,  in  consequence  of  this  measure,  to  transmit  you  an 
account  of  the  actual  value  and  produce  of  the  jaghires, 
opipoaed  to  the  nominal  amount  at  which  they  stand  rated 
M  the  books  of  the  sircar." 

XII. 

'  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  expressing 
fcny  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid,  in  vio- 
lation 01  the  riglits  secured  by  treaty  with  the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  the  reigning  prince  of  Oude,  and 
not  less  in  violation  of  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  nabob 
himself,  did  by  frequent  messages  stimulate  the  said 
Middleton  to  a  perseverance  in,  and  to  a  rigorous  exe- 
cution of  the  same:  and,  in  his  letter  from  Benares  of 
the  25th  December,  1781,  did  ^<  express  doubts  of  his 
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firmness  and  activity,  and,  above  all,  of  his  recollection 
of  (lis  instructions,  and  their  importance;  and  that,  if  he 
could  not  rely  on  hio  owu  [power]  and  the  means  he  pos- 
sessed fpr  performing  tLose  services,  he  would  free  Idm 
ittie  said  Middleton] /rom  the  chtru^eSy  and  would  proceed 
imself  to  Lucknow,  and  would,  himself^  undettafai 
them/' 

XIII. 

That  very  doubtful  credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  lik* 
ters  written  by  the  said  Middleton  to  the  said  Warrea 
Hastings,  when  they  answer  the  puri^ses  which  the  aaid 
Warren  Hastings  had  evidently  in  view,  the  said  Mid* 
dieton  having  written  to  him  iu  the  following  mammv 
from  LuckuoWy  30ih  December,  1781 : 

XIV. 

^MT  DEAR  SIR, 

*'  I  have  this  day  answered  your  public  letter  in  the 
form  you  seem  to  expect.  1  hope  there  is  nothing  in  it 
that  may  appear  to  you  too  pointed.  If  you  wiah  l&e 
nuUter  to  be  otherwise  understood  tlutn  I  luive  taken  vp 
mid  stated  i/,  /  need  not  say  I  shall  be  ready  to  conforM 
to  whatever  you  may  presrribej  and  to  take  upon  myself 
any  share  of  the  blame  of  tlie  (hitherto)  non-perjorm^ 
once  of  the  stipuUUions  made  on  beluilf  of  tlu  nabobm 
Though  I  do  assure  you,  1  myself  represented  to  bites* 
cellency  and  the  ministers,  conceiving  it  to  be  your  de- 
sire, that  the  apparent  assumption  of  the  reigns  of  hi» 
government  (for  in  that  light  he  undoubtedly  considered 
it  at  the  first  view)  as  specified  in  the  agreement  exe» 
cuted  by  him,  was  not  meant  to  be  fully  and  literally 
enforced,  but  that  it  was  necessary  you  sliould  have 
9omethin^  to  shotv  on  your  side  ;  as  the  company  were 
deprived  of  a  benefit  williotU  a  requital ;  and  upon  tte 
faith  of  this  assurance  alone^  1  believe  I  may  safely  af* 
firm  his  excellency's  objections  to  signing  the  treaty 
were  given  up.  If  I  have  understood  the  matter  wrongt 
or  misconceived  your  design,  I  am  truly  sorry  for  it; 
homeVkTy  it  is  not  too  late  to  correct  the  error  ;  and  I  am 
ready  to  undertake^  and^  Ood  willing^  to  carry  through^ 
nfliiUi'Ver  you  may^  on  the  receipt  of  my  public  if  fter,  tM 
mr  is  your  final  re^o/vc.". 
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That  it  •ppetn,  bot  M-him  the  siid  Middletod'fl  mAt 
■atfaority,  in  a  letter  from  the  said  MiddletoD»  dated, 
Locknoir,  8d  December,  1781,  that  the  nabob  ot  Oode, 
vMiing  to  e?ade  tbe  measure  of  fesnming  the  jaghires 
abresaid,  did  send  a  message  to  him,  purporting,  *'  that 
if  the  measure  proposed  was  intended  to  procure  the 

Cf ment  of  the  oaiance  due  to  the  companj,  he  could 
Iter  and  more  expedifiousiy  effect  that  object,  bj 
Idung  from  his  mother  the  treasures  of  his  lather,  which 
lie  did  assert  to  be  in  her  hands,  and  to  which  he  did 
claim  a  right :  and  that  it  would  be  sufficient  that  he,  the 
said  Hastings,  would  hint  kU  opinion  «|Nm  tt,  mith' 
md  giving  a  formal  saneiion  to  the  meumwe  proposed; 
and  that  whatever  his  resolution  upon  tbe  subject  should 
be,  it  would  be  expedient  to  l^eep  it  secret  ;*'  adding, 
^ffce  resumption  of  the  jaghires  it  is  nsussary  to  sus- 
pend tiU  I  have  your  ansrver  to  this  htter^** 

XVI. 

That  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  Raatingv  did 
write  any  letter  in  answer  to  the  proposal  of  the  said 
Middleton,  but  he»  tiie  said  Hastiup,  did  communicate 
Us  pleasure  thereon  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey ,  being  then  at 
Lucknow,  for  his,  the  said  Middleton's  information ;  and 
it  does  appear,  that  the  seiaing  of  the  treasures  of  the 
mother  of  the  nabob,  said  to  have  been  proposed  as  an 
mUemativt  by  the  said  nabob,  to  prevent  the  resumption 
of  .the  jagliires,  was  determined  upon  and  ordered  bj 
tbe.  said  Hastings ;  and  that  the  resumption  of  the  said 
jaghires,  for  the  ransom  of  which  the  seizing  of  the  trea- 
sures was  proposed,  was  also  directed ;  not  one  only,  but 
both  sides-of  the  alternative  being  enforced  upon  the  fe- 
male parents  of  the  nabob  aToreaaid,  although  both  the 
one  and  the  other  had  been  secured  to  them  by  a  treaty 
with  the  East  India  company. 

•??•  *XVffl. 

Tb>t  Sir  Elijah  Imp^,knidit,  his  oaajesty's  chief  jns* 
tice  at  Foi't  William,  did  wodertalie  a  journey  of  nine 
boodred  miles,  from  Calcutta  to  Lucknow,  on  pretence 
of  Jiealth  and  jdeasure ;  but  was  in  reality  in  the  aecret 
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of  these  and  other  irregular  transactions,  and  employed 
as  a  channel  of  confidential  communication  therein.  And 
the  said  Warren  Hastingi,by  presuming  to  employ  the  aud 
chief  justice,  a  person  particularly  unfit  for  an  agent,  in 
the  transaction  of  afiairs,  prima  facie  at  least  unjoat; 
violent,  and  oppressive,  contrary  to  public  faith,  and  to  - 
the  sentiments  and  law  of  nature,  and  which  fae>  the  said 
Hastings  was  sensil>le  *^  could  not  fail  to  draw  obloqur 
on  himself  by  bis  participation,"  did  disgrace  the  kii^  ' 
commission,  and  render  odious  to  the  natives  of  Hind«H' 
(an  the  justice  of  the  crown  of  Oreat  Britain.  *    '^ 


XIX. 


.« 


That  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was,  front 
the  beginning  duly  informed  of  the  violence  offered  to* 
the  personal  inclinations  of  the  nabob,  and  the  <*  apparent  ■ 
assomptioB  of  the  reins  of  his  government,"  for  the  par> 
poses  aforesaid ;  yet,  more  than  two  years  after,  he  did-' 
write  to  his  private  agent,  Major  Palmer,  that  is  to  say^ 
in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  May>  1783, «'  that  it  has  been 
a  matter  of  tqwtl  surprise  and  concern  to  him,  to  learn 
from  him  the  letters  of  the  resident,  that  the  nabob  vir 
zier  was  with  difficulty,  and  almost  unconquerable  re* 
luctance,  induced  to  give  his  conaent  to  the  attachmieot  \ 
of  the  treasure  deposited  by  his  father,  under  the  charge 
of  the  begum  his  mother,  and  to  the  resumptiou  of  her 
jaghire,  and  the  other  jaghires  of  the  individuals  of  bit 
ibmily ;"  which  pretence  of  ignorance  of  the  nabob's  in- 
clinations is  fictitious  and  groundless.     But  whatever  de^ 
ception  he  might  pretend  to  be  in  concerning  the  origioat 
intention  of  the  nabob,  he  was  not,  nor  did  he  pretend 
to  be,  ignorant  of  his,  the  nabob's  reluctance  to  proceed 
in  the'saidr  measures ;  but  did  admit  his  knowledge  of 
the  nabob's  reluctance  to  their  full  execution,  and  yet 
did  justify  the  same  as  follows : 


^  I  desire  that  you  will  inform  him  (the  nabob)  that  in 
theae  and  the  other  measures,  which  were  either  pro- 
posed by  him,  or  received  his  concurrence  in  the  agree- 
ment passed  between  us  at  Chunar,  I  neither  had,  nor 
coold  have  any  object  bui  kis  relief  and  the  streniitheft* 
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iiig  of  his  connexmi  itith  the  company  ,*  and  that  I 
should  not,  on  any  other  groiuod,  have  exposed  myself 
to  the  personal  obloqnyj  which  they  covld  not  fall  to  draw 
^on  me  by  my  partidpaiion  in  fhem^  but  kft  liifn  to 
regulate  by.^his  own  discretion,  and  bj  bbown  means,  the 
economy  of  his  own  finances,  and,  withmiicfa more  cause, 
the  assertion  of  his  domestic  right.  In  thesti  he  had  no 
r^vlar  claim  (o  my  interference ;  nor  had  I,  iti  my  pub- 
lic character,  any  claim  upon  bim,  but  for  the  payment 
of  (he  debt  then  due  from  him  to  the  company,  although 
I  was  under  the  strongest  obligations  to  require  it  for 
the  relief  of  the  pressing  exigencies  of  tiieir  affairs. 
He  will  well  remember  the  manner  in  which,  at  a  visit 
to  him,  in  his  own  tent,  I  declared  my  acquiescence 
freely  and  without  hesitation  to  each  proposition,  which 
afterwards  formed  the  substance  of  a  written  agreement, 
as  he  severally  made  them  :  and  he  can  want  no  other 
evidence  of  my  motives  for  so  cheerful  a  coiwen/,  nor  for 
the  requests  which  I  added  as  the  means  of  fulfilling  his 
purposes  in  them.  Had  he  not  made  these  measures  his 
own  option,  I  should  not  have  proposed  them ;  but  hav- 
ing once  adopted  thenty  and  made  them  the  condUioM  oj 
a  formal  and  sacred  agreement,  I  Itad  no  Imtger  an  op- 
tion to  dispense  with  them,  but  was  boimd  to  the  complete 
performance  and  execution  of  them,  as  points  of  publU. 
duty  and  of  tiational  faith,  for  which  (was  responsible 
to  my  king  and  the  company,  my  immediaie  superiors  ; 
and  this  was  the  reason  for  my  insisting  on  their  per- 
formance and  execiUioni  when  /  was  told  that  the  nabob 
himself  had  relaxed  from  his  original  purpose  and  ex 
pressed  a  reluctance  to  proceed  in  it,** 

XXL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  admit,  that  the 
nabob  had,  originally,  no  regular  claim  upon  him  for  his 
interference,  or  he  any  claim  on  the  nabob,  which  might 
entitle  him  to  interfere  in  the  nabob's  domestic  concerns ; 
yet,  in  order  to  justify  his  so  invidious  an  inteiference,  he 
did,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  give  a  false  accoiint  of  the 
said  treaty,  which  (as  before  mentioned)  did  nothing 
more  than  give  a  permission  to  the  nabob  fo  resmne  the 
jaghires,  if  HE  shouldjudge  the  sartu  to  fre  necessary  ;  and 
did  therefore  leave  the  right  of  dispensing  with  the  whole, 
ot  any  part  thereof,  as  much  in  his  option  after  (he  treatj^ 
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lb  it  waB  before ;  tbe  declared  intent  of  the  article  being 
c^nlj  to  remove  the  restraint  of  the  company's  guarantee 
forbidding  sa'ch  resumption,  but  furnishing  nothing  wl^ic^ 
could  authorise  putting  that  resumption  into  the  bands 
and  power  of  the  company,  to  be  enforced  at  their  dis- 
cretion. And  with  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  spoil 
made  by  order  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  by  him,  ia  the 
letter  aforesaid,  stated  to  be  made  equally  against  the 
wilt  of  the  nabob,  namely,  that  which  was  committed  on 
the  personal  and  movable  property  of  the  female  parents 
of  the  nabob,  nothing  whatsoever  in  relation  to  the  same 
is  stipulated  in  the  said  pretended  treaty. 

XXIL 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  asserting  that  he  was  bound 
to  the  acts  aforesaid  by  public  duty,  and  even  by  na- 
tional faith,  in  the  very  instance  in  which  that  national 
faith  was  by  him  grossly  violated;  and  in  justifying  him- 
self, by  alleging  that  he  was  bound  to  the  coinpUte  exe* 
cution  by  a  rei4;x>n8ibjlity  to  the  company,  which  he  im- 
mediately served ;  and  by  asserting,  that  these  violent 
and  rapacious  proceedings,  subjecting  all  persons  con- 
cerned in  them  to  obloquy,  would  be  tlie  nieans  of 
strengthening  the  connexion  of  the  nabob  with  the  Bri- 
tish united  company  of  merchants  trading  to  the  East 
Indies,  did  disgrace  the  authority,  under  which  he  imme- 
diately acted.  And  that  the  said  Hastings,  in  justifying 
his  obligations  to  the  said  acts  by  a  responsibility  to  the 
Icings  namely,  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  did  endeavour 
to  throw  upon  his  majehty,  his  lawful  sovereign  (whose  name 
and  character  he  was  bound  to  respect,  and  to  preserve 
in  estimation  with  all  persoiits,  and  particularly  with  the 
sovereign  princes,  the  allies  of  his  government)  the  dis- 
grace and  odium  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  in  which  a  sove- 
reign prince  was  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  made  an  in- 
strument of  perfidy,  wrong,  and  outrage  to  two  motheiis 
and  wives  of  sovereign  princes ;  and  in  which  he  did  ex- 
hibit to  ail  Asia  (a  country  remarkable  for  the  utmost  de- 
votion to  parental  authority)  the  spectacle  of  a  Christian 
governor  representing  a  christian  sovereign,  compelling 
a  son  to  become  the  instrument  of  such  violence  and  ex- 
tortion against  his  own  mother. 

Tint  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  repeated  roesfages 
^mi  injunctions,  and  under  menaces  of  '*  a  dreadful  re- 
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rBibtlily,"  did  urge  ilie  resident  to  a  completion  or 
barbarous  act ;  and  well  knowing  that  such  an  act 
woaid  probablj  be  resisted,  did  order  him,  the  said  resi^ 
dent  to  use  the  Britisfa  troops  under  his  direction  for  that 
pvrposc  ;  and  did  offer  the  assistance  of  further  forces, 
ttiging  the  execution  in  the  followine;  peremptory  terms  : 
}JJJ  **  1  ou  yourself  must  be  ptrsotmlly  present  ;  you  must 
1711*.  not  allow  any  negotiation  or  forbearance,  but  must  pro- 
secute both  services,  until  the  begums  (princesses)  are  at 
Ibe  cnture  mercy  of  the  nabob." 

XXIIf. 

13th  That  in  conformity  to  the  said  peremptory  orders,  a 

ITU.  party  of  British  and  other  troops,  with  the  nabob  in  the 
ostensible,  and  the  British  resident  in  the  real  command, 
were  drawn  towards  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  in  the  castle  of 
which  city  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob 
bad  their  residence ;  and  after  expending  two  days  in  ne- 
gotiation (the  particulars  of  which  do  not  appear)  the  re- 
sident not  receiving  the  satisfaction  he  looked  for,  the 
town  was  6rst  stormed,  and  afterward  the  castle  ;  and 
little  or  no  resistance  being  made,  and  no  blood  being 
abed  on  either  side,  the  British  troops  occupied  all  the 
oqter  inclosure  of  the  palace  of  one  of  the  princesses, 
and  blocked  up  the  other. 

XXIV. 

That  this  violent  assault  and  forcible  occupation  of 
their  houses,  and  the  further  extremities  they  b«d  to  ap- 
prehend, did  not  prevail  on  the  female  parents  of  the 
nabob  to  consent  to  any  submission,  until  the  resident 
sent  in  unto  them  a  letter  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
letk  (qo  copy  of  which  appears)  declaring  himself  no  longer 
I7V.  bound  by  the  guarantee,  and  containing  such  other  mat- 
ter as  tended  to  remove  all  their  hopes,  which  seemed  to 
be  centered  in  British  faith. 

XXV. 

That  \he  chief  officers  of  their  household,  who  weop 
tbeir  treasurers  and  confidential  agents,  the  eunuch  Jewar 
Afi.Khin  and  Behar  AH  Khto,  i>crsonst>f  great  eminence, 
rairik:,.aiid  distinclionj  who- had  been  in  high  trust  andlh- 
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*TOur  with  the  late  nabob,  were  ignomiQiomly  put  intaccfn"- 
finement  under  an  inferior  oflBcer,  injprder  to  extort  the 
discovery  of  the  treasures  and  eflfects  committed  to  tbeir 
care  and  fidelity.  And  the  said  Middiehm  did  toon 
after,  that  is  to  saj,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1782,  do- 
liver  them  over  for  the  same  purpose  into  the  custody  of 
Captain  Neal  Stuart,  commanding  the  8th  regiment,  by 
his  order  given  in  the  following  words  :  ^Mo  be  kept  in 
close  and  secure  confinement,  admitting  of  no  hitercoorse 
with  thero»  excepting  by  their  four  menial  servants,  who 
are  authorised  to  attend  them  until  further  orders.  Ton 
will  allow  them  to  have  any  necessary  and  convenience, 
which  may  be  consistent  with  a  strict  guard  over  them*" 

XXVL 

That  in  consequence  of  these  severities  upon  herself, 
Mid  on  those  whom  she  most  regarded  and  trusted,  the 
mother  of  the  said  nabob  did  at  length  consent  to  the  de« 
liveriog  up  of  her  treasures,  and  the  same  were  paid  to 
the  resident,  to  the  amount  of  the  bond  given  by  the  na- 
bob  to  the  company  for  his  balance  of  the  year  1779-80, 
and  the  said  treasure  ^  was  taken  from  the  most  secret 
recesses  ip  the  houses  of  the  two  eunuchs." 

XXVII. 

That  the  nabob  continuing  still  under  the  pressure  of 
a  further  pretended  debt  to  Uie  company,  for  his  balance 
of  the  year  1780-81,  the  resident,  not  satisfied  with  the 
aeixore  of  the  estates  and  treasures  of  his  parents  afore* 
SMd,  although  he  the  said  resident  did  confess  that  the 
princess  mother  *'  had  declared,  wUh  apparent  /rti/A,  that 
she  had  delivered  up  the  whole  of  tlie  property  in  her 
hand^f  excepting  ^x)ds,  which,  from  the  experience 
which  he  the  resident  had  of  the  small  produce  of  the 
•ales  of  a  former  payment  made  by  her  in  that  mode,  be 
M  refuse,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  certainly  would 
have  amounted  to  little  or  nothing  ;"  did  proceed  to  ex- 
tort another  gi-eat  sum  of  money,  that  is  to  say,  the  sum 
of  120,000/.  sterling,  on  account  of  the  last  pretended 
balance  aforesaid.  In  order,  therefore,  to  compel  the 
said  ministers  and  treasurem  either  lo  distress  their  prin- 
cipab  by  extorting  Whatever  valuable  substance  migbt 
by  any  possibility,  remsin  eonceaiedi^r  to  faraish  the 
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tM^  B<>ni  f^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  eitatet,  or  from  their  credit  with 
tbtir  friends,  he,  tbi  resident,  did  order  their  imprison- 
ment to  be  aggravated  with  circnmstances  of  great  cru- 
elty, giviKg'an  order  to  Lieutenant  Francis  Rutledge, 
dkled  2Qtb  January,  1782,  in  the  following  words  : 

XXVIII. 

MBir, 

**  When  this  note  is  delivered  to  you  by  Hooias  Roy, 
I  have  to  desire  that  you  order  the  two  prisoners  to  be  put 
tn  ironSy  keeping  Ihtm  from  all  foody  Urc.  agreeable  to 
im/  instructions  of  yesterday* 

(Signed)  «  Nathl.  Middleton.'* 

XXIX. 

That  by  the  said  unjust  and  rigorous  proceeding,  the 
9aj|^  eunuchs  were  compelled  to  give  their  engagement  for 
the  payment  of  120,0001.  sterling  aforesaid,  to  be  com- 
pleted within  the  period  of  one  month  :  but  after  they 
oad  entered  into  the  said  compulsory  engagement,  they 
were  still  kept  in  close  imprisonment,  and  the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  were  themselves  held  un- 
der a  strict  guard  ;  although,  at  the  same  time,  the  con- 
fiscated estates  were  actually  in  the  company's  posses- 
sion, and  found  to  exceed  the  amount  of  what  they  were 
nted  at  in  the  general  list  of  confiscated  estates  ;  and 
although  the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  did  coofess 
Mur  «  that  the  object  of  distressing  the  Bhow  Begum  was 
merely  to  obtain  a  ready  money  instead  of  a  dilatory 
faymenly  and  that  this  ready  money  payment,  if  not  paid, 
was  recoverable  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  upon  the 
jaghires  in  his  possession ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  not 
worth  proceeding  to  any  extremities  beyond  the  one  de« 
voSjM  bribed  (namely,  the  confinement  of  the  princesses,  and 
*%*  ^^  imprisonment  and  fettering  of  their  ministers)  upon 
•b  respectable  a  family." 


MM- 


S«reb 

1^. 


"  That  after  the  surrender  itf  the  treasure,  and  the  pas% 
lA^  the  bonds  and  obligatioHe  given  as  aforesaid,  the  re- 
sident having  been  strictly  ordered  by  the  said  Warren 
Hiisting«i  rtot  to  make  any  settlement  wfaatsoever  with  \ht 
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§M  women  of  hieh  rank,  Ibe  nabob  was  imloeed  to  kmft 
the  Gitj  of  Fjrzs^d  witiio^t  taking  leave  of  bia  niot|M^» 
or  showing  her  anjr  mark  of  duty  or  civility.  And  dii 
ibe  tame  day  the  resident  left  the  city  aforesaid  ;  iilll 
after  his  return  to  Lucknow,  in  order  to  pacify  the  aW 
Hastings,  who  appeared  to  recent  that  the  nabob  was  ttdl 
urged  to  greater  degrees  of  rigour  than  those  Utberlb 
used  toward  his  mother,  he  the  said  resident  did,  in  hk 
letter  of  the  6th  February,  giv«  him  an  assurance  in  di6 
following  words  :  **  I  shallf  as  you  direct,  use  my  iidhl* 
ence  to  dissuade  his  excellency  from  concluding  any  M- 
Ifftnettt  until  1  have  your  further,  commands/' 

XXXI. 

That  the  payment  of  the  bond  last  extorted  from  tba 
eunuchs  was  soon  after  commenced,  and  the  grand- 
mother, as  well  as  the  mother,  were  now  compelled  to 
deliver  what  they  declared  was  the  extent  of  the  nhoU  of 
both  their  possessions,  including  down  to  their  table  utoh 
nils;  which,  as  the  resident  admitted,  *<  they  had  been, 
and  were  still  delivering,  and  that  no  proof  had  yet  been 
obtained  of  their  having  more." 

XXXII. 

That  bullion,  jewels,  and  goods,  to  the  amount  of  fiW 
hundred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  were  actdaktj^ 
received  by  the  resident  for  the  use  of  the  company,  be- 
fore the  the  2dd  of  February,  1782 ;  and  there  remaiM^, 
on  the  said  extorted  bond,  no  more  than  about  25,000f. 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  eunuchs,  and  not  above 
Jifiy  thousand  according  to  that  made  by  the  resident. 

XXXIII. 

That  in  this  advanced  state  of  the  delivery  of  the  ex- 
torted treasure,  the  minnters  of  the  women  aforesaid  of 
the  reigning  family  did  apply  to  Captain  Leonard  Jaipies, 
under  whose  custody  they  were  confined,  to  he  infor^ied 
of  the  deficiency  with  which  they  stood  charged,  that 
they  might  endeavour,  with  the  assistance  of  their  friends, 
to  provide  for  the  same,  and  praying  that  they  mkht, 
through  his  liiediation,  be  freed  from  the  hardships  tMy 
auffered  under  their  confinement ;  to  which  application 


^ 
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ik^y  received  an  insolent  answer  from  the  said  Richari 
J^knsoni  dated  February  27tby  1782,  declaring,  that 
p^rt  of  what  he  had  received  in  payment  was  in  jewels 
wj^d  bullion ;  and  that  more  than  a  month,  the  time  fixed 
Ibr  the  final  payment,  would  elapse  before  he  could  dis* 
pofK  of  the  same ;  insistii^  upon  a  ready  money  payment, 
nqid  assuring  them,  <'  that  the  day  on  which  their  agree- 
ment expired,  he  should  be  indispensably  obliged  to  re- 
commence severities  upon  them,  until  the  last  farthing 
was  fully  paid."  And  in  order  to  add  to  their  terrors 
and  hardships,  as  well  as  to  find  some  pretext  for  the  fui> 
ther  cruel  and  inhuman  acts  intended,  an  apparently 
groundless  and  injurious  charge  was  suggested  to  the  im- 
prisoned ministers  aforesaid  in  the  following  words: — 
'*  Ton  may  also  mention  to  them,  that  I  have  reason  to 
nufpect  that  the  commotions  raised  by  Bulbudder  have 
|iot  been  without  their  suggestion  and  abeimentj  which* 
if  proved  upon  them,  in  addition  to  the  probable  breach 
of  their  agreement,  will  make  their  situation  very  despt^ 
rale,'' 

XXXIV. 

That  on  the  receipt  of  the  said  letter,  that  is,  on  the 
2d  March,  the  ministers  aforesaid  did  aver,  that  they 
were  not  able  to  obtain  cash  in  lieu  of  the  jewels  and 
other  effects;  but  that  if  the  goods  were  sold,  and  they 
xelaased  from  their  confinement,  and  permitted  (as  they 
Dave  before  requested)  to  go  abroad  among  their  friends, 
they  could  soon  make  good  the  deficiency ;  and  they  did 
absolutely  deuy  **  that  they  had  any  hand  in  the  commo- 
tions raised  by  Bulbudder,  or  any  kind  of  correspondence 
with  him  or  his  adherents." 

XXXV. 

That  the  prisoners  aforesaid  did  shortly  after,  that  is 
to  say,  on  the  Idth  March,  a  third  time  renew  their  ap- 
plication to  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Elsquire,  the  resident, 
and  did  request  that  the  jewels  remaining  in  his  the  said 
resident's  hands,  toward  the  payment  of  the  balance  re- 
maming,  ^'  might  be  valued  by  Four  or  five  eminent  mer- 
cnant:),  Mussulmen  and  Hindus,  upon  oath,"  and  that  if 
any  balance  should  afterwards  appear,  they  would  upon 
their  release  get  their  friends  to  advance  the  same:  and.- 
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they  did  again  repreaeDt  tlie  hardship  of  ti.eir  impriaon- 
menl,  and  pray  for  relief;  and  did  again  asaert  that  the 
iiDputationa  thrown  upon  tbem  by  the  aaid  RicUird 
Johnson  were  false  and  groundless ;  *'  that  they  had  m 
kind  of  intercourse,  either  directly  or  iodu*ectly,  with' 
the  authors  of  ihe  commotions  alluded  to,  and  that  tb^' 
did  stake  their  lives  upon  the  smallest  proof  thereif 
beio(  brought" 

XXXVI. 

That,  instead  of  their  receiving  any  answer  to  any  dt 
the  aforesaid  reasonable  propositions,  concerning  eithor 
the  account  stated,  or  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  or 
any  relief  from  the  hardships  they  suSei^ed,  he,  the  resi» 
dent  MiddletoB,  did,  on  the  18th  of  the  said  month,  give  ' 
to  the  officer,  who  had  supplicated  in  favour  of  the  said  * 
prisoners,  an  order,  in  which  he  declared  himself '^  under 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  rerurring  to  severities,  to 
enforce  the  said  payment;  and  that  this  is  therefore  to 
desire  that  you  immediately  cause  them  to  be  put  in 
ironsj  and  keep  them  so  until  I  shall  arrive  at  Fyzabad 
to  take  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary."  Which  • 
order  being  received  at  Fyzabad  the  day  after  it  was 
given,  the  said  eunuchs  were  a  second  time  thrown  intd 
Irons.  And  it  appears  that  (probably  in  resentment  foi^ 
the  humane  representations  of  the  said  Captain  Jaques) 
the  resident  did  refuse  to  pay  for  the  fetters,  anil  otliei^ 
contingent  charges  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  said  minis- 
ters of  the  nabob's  mother,  when  at  the  same  time  very 
liberal  contingent  allowances  were  made  to  other  officers ;'  ' 
and  the  said  Jaques  did  strongly  remonstrate  against  the 
2$ame  as  follows : — *'  You  have  also  ordered  me  to  put  the 

Erisoners  in  irons — this  I  have  done :  yet  as  I  have  no 
usiness  to  purchase  fetters,  or  supply  them  any  other 
way,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  you  should  order  me  to  be 
reimbursed.  And  why  should  I  add  any  thing  more?  A 
hte  commander  at  this  place,  I  am  told,  draws  near  •• 
many  thousands  monthly  contingencies,  aa  my  trifling 
letter  for  hundreds*  However,  if  you  cannot  get  my 
bill  paid,  be  so  obliging  as  to  return  it ;  and  give  me  an 
opportunity  pf  declaring  to  the  world,  that  I  believe  I 
am  the  first  officer  in  the  company's  service,  who  hai 
suffered  in  his  property  by  an  independent  command." 

VOL*  VI.  L  ^  ] 


tl4      '  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

XXXVII. 

i  That,  in  about  two  months  after  tlie  said  prisoners  had 
continued  in  irons  in  tlie  manner  afoiesaid,  the  officer  on 
guard,  in  a  letter  of  the  Ittth  May,  did  represent  to  the 
resident  as  follows.—'*  The  prisoners,  Balier  and  Jewar 
Ally  Ki  &n,  who  seem  to  be  very  sickly,  have  requested 
their  irons  might  be  taken  oflf  for  a  few  days,  tliat  they 
might  take  medicine,  and  walk  about  the  garden  of  the 
place  where  they  are  coi'.6ned.  Now,  as  I  am  sure  they 
will  be  eqiuilUj  «s  secure  without  their  irons  as  with  them^ 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  this  request :  I  de- 
sire to  know  your  pleasure  concerning  it."  To  which 
letter  tiie  said  officer  did  receive  a  direct  refusal,  dated 
S2d  May,  1782,  in  the  following  words: — ^'^I  am  sorry  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  proposal  of 
easing  the  prisoners  for  a  few  days  of  their  fetters. 
Much  as  my  humanity  may  be  touched  by  their  suflfer* 
ings,  I  should  think  it  inexpedient  to  afford  them  any 
alleviation,  while  they  persist  in  a  breach  of  their  con- 
tract with  me ;  and  indeed  no  indulgence  can  be  shown 
them  without  the  authority  of  the  nabob,  who,  instead  of 
consenting  to  moderate  the  rigours  of  their  situation, 
would  be  most  willing  to  multiply  them."  Endeavouring 
to  join  the  nabob,  whom  he  well  knew  to  be  reluctant  in 
tfie  whole  proceeding,  as  a  party  in  the  cruelties,  by 
which,  through  the  medium  of  her  servants,  it  was  in* 
tended  to  coerce  his  mother. 

XXXVIII. 

That  the  said  resident,  in  a  few  days  after,  that  is  to 
■ay,  on  the  1st  June,  1782,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin, 
in  command  at  Fyzabad,  did  order  the  account,  as  by 
himself  stated,  to  be  read  to  the  prisoners;  and,  without 
taking  any  notice  of  their  profjosal  concerning  the  valua- 
tion of  ttie  efTects,  or  their  denial  of  the  offences  imputed 
to  them,  to  demand  a  positive  answer  relative  to  the 
payment ;  and,  *^  upon  receiving  from  them  a  negative  or 
unsatisfactory  reply,  to  inform  them  that  all  further  ne- 
gotiation being  at  an  end,  they  must  prepare  for  their  re* 
moval  to  Luc  know,  wliere  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
answer  not  only  their  recent  breach  of  faith  and  solemn 
engagement,  but  also  to  atone  for  other  heavy  offences; 
the  punishment  of  which^  aa  had  frequently  been  aigni- 
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fied  to  them,  it  was  in  their  power  to  have  mitigated  bjr 
a  proper  acquittal  of  themselves  in  this  transaction. 
By  which  insinuations  concerning  the  pretended  oSencci 
of  the  said  unhappy  persons,  and  the  manner  by  whick 
they  were  to  atone  for  the  same,  and  by  their  neveir 
faaving  been  specifically  and  directly  made,  it  doth  ap 
pear,  that  the  said  crimes  and  offences  were  charged  for 
the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  and  not  upon  principki 
or  for  the  ends  of  justice.  . 

XXXIX. 

That  after  some  ineffectual  negotiations  to  make  the 
prisoners  pay  the  money  which  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  in  their  power  to  pay,  they  were  again  threatened 
by  the  resident,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  dated  9tb 
June,  I7U2,  in  the  following  terms: — "I  wish  you  to 
explain  once  more  to  the  prisone.'S  the  imprudence  and 
folly  of  their  conduct  in  forcing  me  to  a  measure,  which 
must  be  attended  with  consequences  so  very  serious  to 
them ;  and  that,  when  once  they  are  removed  to  Luck- 
now,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  show  them  merry,  or 
to  stand  between  tfiem  and  the  vengeance  of  the  nabob* 
Advise  (hem  to  reflect  seriously  u;)on  the  unhappy  situa* 
tion  in  which  they  will  be  involved  in  one  case,  and  the 
relief  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  procure  them  in  the  other ; 
and  let  them  make  Iheir  option." 

XL. 

That  he,  the  said  resident,  did  also,  at  the  same  timci 
receive  a  letter  from  the  princess  mother,  which  letter 
does  not  appear,  but  to  which  only  the  following  insolent 
return  was  made;  that  is  to  say,  'Mhe  letter  from  the 
bhow  begum  is  no  ways  satisfactory,  and  I  cannot  think 
of  returning  an  answer  to  it.  Indeed  all  corre8|)ondence 
between  the  begum  and  me  has  long  been  stopped ;  and' 
I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  her,  that  I  by  do 
means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  to  maintain  any  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  her,  until  she  has  made  good  my  clain 
upon  her  for  the  balance  due." 

XLL 
That  in  consequence  ef  these  threats,  and  to  preveat   . 
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s  tspantkHi  of  the  minwteni  from  their  mistresses,  se- 
Toiml  plans  for  the  peymeot  of  the  balance  were  offered, 
both  by  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  and  the  prisoners,  to 
Which  no  other  objection  appears  to  have  been  made, 
tian  the  length  of  time  required  by  the  parties  to  dis- 
charge the  comparatively  small  remainder  of  the  extorted 

^*jjj^    hand ;  the  officer  on  command  declaring  that,  coaformable 

i«t£?,   loi  bis  insti 


msttuctnos,  he  could  not  receive  the 

Uth 
JuM, 

"^  XIJI. 

That  the  prisoners  were  actually  removed  from  the 
eity  of  their  residence  to  the  city  of  Lucknow,  where 
tbey  arrived  on  the  24th  of  June,  1 7tt2,and  were,  on  the 
lext  day,  threatened  with  severities,  ^*  to  make  them 
AMover  wliere  the  balance  might  be  procurable."  And 
OD  Uie  2dth,  it  should  seem,  that  the  severities  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid  were  inflicted,  at  least  upon  one  of 
tbem ;  for  the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  cfid,  on  thai 
day*  write  to  Captain  Waugb,  the  officer  comoaaiiding 
the  guard,  the  letter  following,  full  of  disgrace  to  the 
Imoour,  justice,  and  humanity  of  the  British  natioD. 

XLIII. 

"  Sir, 
**The  nabob  having  determined  to  injlici  torpomi 
pvnishmeni  upon  the  prisoners  under  your  guard,  this  iff 
to  desire,  that  his  officers,  when  they  shall  come,  may 
have  free  access  to  the  prisoners,  and  be  permiiied  io  d(y 
wUk  them  as  they  bhnll  see  proptr^  only  taking  care,  that 
they  leave  them  always  under  your  charge.'' 

XLIV. 

j^^^  That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  did,  further  to  terrify 

lofan-    tbe  prisoners,  and  to  extort  by  all  ways  the  remainder  of 

letUr,    the   said   unjuiit,    oppressive,    and   rapacious   demand, 

Ij^irn!  threaten  to  remove  them  out  of  the  nabob's  dominions 

into  the  castle  of  Churnagur,  in  order  for  ever  to  sepa- 

Twlie  them  from  their  princi{>als,  and  deprive  both  of  their 

reciprocal  protection  and  horvices,  and  did  order  a  fur- 

jn,       ther  guard  to  be  put  on  the  palai  e  of  the  grandmother 

JJJ«*    of  the  nabob,  an  ally  of  the  company,  and  to  prevent  the 

icLter,  entrance  of  the  provisions  to  fier,  ^wiiich  order  relative 

ir,im  to  the  guard  only  was  executed)  and  did  use  sundry  ub- 
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worthy  and  insulting  menaces  both  with  r^rd  to  bendf 
and  to  her  principal  ministers. 

XLV. 

That  a  proposal  was  soon  after  made  hj  the  siid  Mt> 
princess  and  her  daughter-in-law^  prayine  that  their  an-  |^^^ 
nislers  aforesaid  should  be  returned  to  Fysabad,  aad  f^^^*^ 
offering  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  on  that  condition ;  as  lik 
also  that  they  would  remove  from  one  of  their  palacea,  iSS^ 
whilst  the  English  were  to  be  permitted  to  search  the  j^^ 
other.     But  the  assistant  resident  Jolinson  did,  insteaA  ij*i7» 
of  a  comnliance  with  the  former  of  tiiese  propositions, 
send  the  toUowing  orders,  dated  2dd  July,  1782,  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  guard  on  the  ministers  aforesaid: 
^  some  violent  demands  having  been  made  for  the  reledae 
of  the  prisoners^  it  is  necessary  that  every  possible  pre- 
caution be  taken  for  their  security ;  you  will  therefoiw 
be  pleased  to  be  very  strict  in  guarding  them;  and' I 
herewith  si;nd  another  pair  of  fetters  to  be  added  to  thou 
now  upon  the  prisoners.^^   And  in  answer  to  the  second 
proposition,  the  said  resident  did  reply  in  the  following 
terms:  *Uhe  proposal  of  evacuating  one  palace,  that  it 
may  l>e  searched,  and  then  evacuating  the  next  upon  the 
same  principle,  is  ap|iarently  fair:  but  it  is  well  known 
IB  the  first  place,  that  such  bricked  up,  or  otherwise  hid- 
den, treasure,  is  not  to  be  hit  U|K)n  in  a  day  without  a 
guide.     I  have  therefore  informed  the  nabob  of  this  pro- 
posal, and  if  the  matter  is  to  be  reduced  to  a  search,  he 
will  go  himself  with  such  people  as  he  may  possess  for 
informatbn,  together  with  the  prisoners ;  and  when  in 
possession  of  the  ground,  by  punishini^  the  prisoners^  of 
by  such  other  means  as  he  nmyjind  most  effectual  to  for- 
ward a  successful  search  upon  the  spot,  he  will  avail  him- 
self of  the  proposal  made  by  the  bhow  begum." 

XLVI. 

That,  probably  from  the  nabob's  known  and  avowed 
reluctance  to  lend  himself  to  the  perpetration  of  the  op> 
pressive  and  iniquitous  proceedings  of  the  representative 
of  the  British  government,  the  scandalous  plan  aforesaid 
was  not  carried  into  execution  :  and  all  the  rigours  prac- 
tised u[>on  the  chief  ministers  of  the  ladies  aforesaid  at  . 
Lucknow  being  found  ineffectual,  and  the  princess  oio- 
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ther  having  declared  herself  ready  to  deliver  up  evevf 

thing  valuable  in  her  possession,  which  Baher  Ally  Khan 

one  of  her  confidential  ministers  aforesaid  only   could 

come  atf  the  said  change  of  prison  was  agreed  to  ;  but 

Jl'^    not  until  the  nabob's  mother  aforesaid  had  engaged  ta 

Uiim,  pay,  for  the  said  change  of  prison,  a  sum  of  ten  thousand 

juM     pounds,  (one  half  of  which  was  paid  on  the  return  of  the 

sjl^^  eunuchs)  and  that  ^'  she  would  ransack  the  Menann  (wo- 

-Tn.     men's  apartments)  for  kincobs,  muslins,  clothes,  &c.  &c. 

&c.  and  that  she  would  even  allow  a  deduction  from  the 

annuRl  allowance  made  to  her  for  her  subsistieuce  in  lien 

of  her  jaghire.'* 

XLVIL 

£SiB*i  That  soon  after  the  return  of  the  aforesaid  ministers 
iett«r,  to  the  place  of  their  imprisonment  at  Fyzabad,  bonds 
9^  for  the  five  thousand  (TOUDds  aforesaid,  and  goods,  estima* 
™'  ted,  according  to  the  valuation  of  a  merchant  appointed 
to  value  the  same,  at  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds, 
eveu  allowing  ti.em  to  sell  greatly  under  their  value, 
were  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fyzabad  ; 
and*  the  said  commanding  officer  did  promise  to  the  be- 
gpm  to  visit  Lucknow  with  such  proposals  as  he  hoped 
would  secure  the  snutll  balance  of  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  remaining  of  the  unjust  exaction  aforesaid.  But 
the  said  resident  Middleton  did,  in  his  letter  of  the 
]7lh  of  the  said  month,  positively  refuse  to  listen  to  any 
terms,  before  the  final  discharge  of  the  wiiole  of  the  de- 
mand ;  and  did  positively  forbid  the  commanding  officer 
to  come  to  Lucknow  to  make  the  proposal  aforesaid,  in 
the  terms  following  :  <*  as  it  is  not  possible  to  listen  to 
ani^  terms  from  the  begums,  before  the  final  discharge  of 
their  conditional  agreement  for  fifty-five  lacks,  your 
coming  here  upon  such  an  agency  can  only  be  loss  of 
time  in  completing  the  recovery  of  the  balance  of 
656,000.  for  which  your  regiment  was  sent  to  Fyzabad. 
I  must  therefore  desire  you  will  leave  no  (fforisy  gentle 
or  Aar^/i,  unatlempted  to  complete  this,  before  you 
move  from  Fyzabad  ;  and  I  am  very  anxious  that  this 
should  be  as  soon  as  possible,  its  I  wmd  to  employ  your 
rtginunt  upon  other  emery^aU  service  notv  suffering  by 
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XLVIII. 

That  the  goods  aforesaid  were  sent  to  Liicknovr,  and 
disposed  of  in  a  manner  unknown  ;  and  tlie  harsh  and 
oppressive  measures  aforesaid  being  still  continued,  the. 
begum  did,  about  the  middle  of  October,  1782,  cause  to  q^^R^ 
be  represented  to  the  said  Middleton  as  follows :  '<  that  i«w, 
her  situation  was  truly  pitiable;  her  estate  sequestered;  oet 
her  treasury  ransacked  ;  her  cojahs  prisoners ;  and  her  ^^^ 
servants  deserting  daily  from  want  of  subsistence.     That 
she  had  solicited  the  loan  of  money  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  the  company,  from  every  person  that  she  ime- 
gined  would  or  could  assist  her  with  any,  but  that  the 
opulent  would  not  listen   to  her  adversity.  «She  had 
hoped  that  the  wardrobe  sent  to  Lucknow  might  have 
sold  for  at  least  one  half  of  the  company's  demands  on 
her ;  but  even  jewellery  and  goods,  she  finds  from  wofiil 
experience,  lose  tiieir  value  the  moment  it  is  known  they 
come  from  her.     That  she  had  now  solicited  the  loan  it 
cash  from  Almas  Ally  Cawn,  and  if  she  failed  in  that 
application,  she  had  no  hopes  of  ever  borrowing  a  sum 
equal  to  the  demand."     An  hope  not  likely  to  be  re* 
alized,  as  the  said  Almas  Ali  was  then  engaged  for  a  sum 
of  money  to  be  j*aised  for  the  company's  use,  on  the  se* 
curity  of  their  confiscated   lands  ;   the  restoration  of 
which  could  form   the  only  apparent  security  for  e 
loan. 

XLIX. 

That  this  remonstrance  produced  no  effect  on  the 
mind  of  the  aforesaid  resident  ;  who  being  about  this 
time  removed  from  his  residency,  did,  in  a  letter  to  hii 
successor,  Mr.  Bristow,  dated  23d  October,  1782,,  in  ef- 
fect, recommend  a  perseverance  in  the  cruel  and  oppiee- 
eive  restraints  aforesaid,  as  a  certain  means  of  recover* 
log  the  remainder  of  the  extorted  bond ;  and  that  the 
lands,  with  which  the  princesses  aforesaid  had  been  en- 
dowed, should  not  be  restored  to  them. 

L. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  duly  apprized  ef 
all  the  material  circumstances  in  the  unjust- proceedingp 
aCnresaid  ;  but  did  nothing  to  stop  the  course  they  were 
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10,  or  16  prevent,  relieve,  or  mitigate  the  Bufferings  of  the 
parties  affected  by  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  did,  in 
nt  letter  of  the  25th  of  January,  17B2,  to  the  resident 
Middleton,  declare,  that  the  nabob  having  consented  to 
tbe  ^*  resumption  of  the  jaghi-es  held  by  the  begums, 
tod  to  the  confiscation  of  their  treabures,  and  thereby 
involved  my  own  name  and  the  credit  of  the  company 
in  a  pariicipation  of  both  measures,  1  have  a  right  to  re- 
quire  and  Uisist  on  the  complete  execution  ofthem^  and  I 
look  to  you  for  their  execution,  declaring,  that  1  shall 
bold  you  ac(  ountable  for  it."  And  it  appears,  that  he 
did  write  to  the  nabob  a  letter  in  the  same  peremptory 
HMUiuer ;  but  tlie  said  letter  has  been  suppressed. 

LL 

That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  further  did  manifest  the 
Concern  he  took  in  and  the  encouragement  which  he  gave 
to  the  proceedings  aforesaid,  by  conferring  honours  and 
distinctions  upon  the  ministers  of  the  nabob,  whom  he, 
the  nabob,  did  consider  as  having  in  the  said  proceedings 
disobeyed  him  and  betrayed  him,  and  as  instruments  in 
the  dishonour  of  his  family,  and  the  usurpation  of  his  au- 
thority. Ti.at  the  said  ministers  did  make  addresses  to 
the  said  Hastings  for  that  purpose,  (which  addresses  the 
•aid  Hastings  ha.h  suppressed  ;)  and  the  resident  Mid- 
dleton  did,  with  his  letter  of  the  1 1th  of  February,  1782, 
transmit  the  same;  and  did,  in  the  said  letter,  acquaint 
the  said  Hastings,  *^  tnat  tlie  ministers  of  the  nabob  had 
incurred  mucli  odium  on  account  of  their  participation 
in  his  measures,  and  that  they  were  not  only  considered  by 
the  party  of  the  dispossessed  jaghiredars,  and  the  mother 
and  uncle  of  the  nabob,  but  by  the  nabob  himself^  as  the 
Jkpendants  of  the  English  govemmentj  which  they  cer-^ 
lainly  are^  and  it  is  by  Us  declared  and  most  obvions 
MUpport  alone  that  they  can  maintain  the  authority  and 
influence  which  is  indispensably  necessary."  And  the 
said  Middleton  did  therefore  recommend,  *'  that  they 
should  be  honoured  with  some  testimony  dfhis  (the  said 
Hastings')  approbation  and  favour."  And  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  send  kellauts  or  robes  of  honour 
(the  most  public  and  distinguished  mode  of  acknowledge 
ing  merit  known  in  India)  to  the  said  ministers,  in  testis 
i|N>Dy  of  his  approbation  of  theur  late  services* 
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LII. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  only  give  the  aforesaid 
public  encouragement  to  the  ministers  of  the  nabob  to 
betray  and  insult  their  master  and  his  family,  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  but  when  the  said  nabob  did  write  se- 
veral letters  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  expressive  of  hia 
dislike  of  bcin^  used  as  an  instrument  in  the  diahonoara- 
ble  acts  aforesaid,  and  refusing  to  be  further  concerned 
therein,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  sup- 
press and   hide  the  said  letters  from  the  view  of  the 
court  of  directors  ;  but  in  his  instructions  to  the  resi- 
dent Bristow,  did  attribute  them  to  Hyder  Beg  KhftQ* 
minister  to  the  nabob,  (whom  in  other  resi)ects  he  did 
before  and  ever  since  support  against  his  master,)  and  did 
express  himself  with  great  scorn  and  contempt  of  the 
vaid  nabob,  and  with  much   asperity   against   the  said 
njinistcrs  ;  affirming,  in  proud  and  insolent  terms,  that 
he  had,  "  bv  an  abuse  of  his  influence  over  the  nabob* 
he,  the  nabob  himself,  being  {as  he  ivcr  wusl  be  in  ike 
hands  of  aome  person)  a  mere  el^^hcr  in  his  (the  said 
Viinister^s)  han(l%  dared  to  make  him  (the  nabob)  assumM 
a  very  tinbecomin^  tone  of  refusal,  reproach,  and  resent- 
ment, in  opposition  to  measures  recommended  by  MEf 
and  even  to  acts   done  by  MY  avlhoritif  ;'^    the  said 
Hastings,  in  the  instruction  aforesaid,  particularizing  the 
resumption  of  the  jaghires,  and  the  confisratlon  of  the 
treasures  that  had  been  so  long  suffered  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  his  (the  nabob's)  mother.     But  the  letters  of 
the  nabob,  which  in  tiie  said  instructions  he  refers  to,  as 
containing  an  opposition  to  the  n^easures  recommended 
by  him,  and  wiiicli  he  asserts  was  conveyed  in  a  very  un- 
Ijccoming  tone  of  refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  he 
the  said  Hastings  hath  cria)inally   withheld    trom    tlie 
comjjany,  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  to  !iis  duty  ;  and 
the  more,  as  the  said  letters  must  tend  to  show  in  what 
manner  tlie  said  i^alml)  did  feel  the  indi^inities  oficrcd  to 
his  mother,  and  tho  nnnncr  in  wiiich  the  said  minister?, 
notwithstandinii;  their  known  di^pcndtMicc  0:1  the  Hnglish 
government,  did  express  their  sense  of  iJic  part  which 
tijeir  sovereign  was  compelled  to  act  in  the  said  disgrace- 
ful measures.     And  in  further  instructions  to  him  the 
said  new  resi^'ent,  he  did  declare  his  apfirobation  of  the 
*»vil  acts  aforesaid,  as  well  as  his  rcsolutiun  of  compcllinjj 

VOL.  VI.  [  -^M 
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the  nabob  to  those  rigorous  proceedings  against  his  pa- 
^  rent,  from  which  he  had  long  shown  himself  so  very 
aTerse*  in  the  following  words  :  ^'  the  severities,  which 
have  been  increased  toward  the  begums,  were  most 
justly  merited,  by  the  advantage  which  they  took  of  the 
troubles,  in  which  I  was  personally  involved  last  year, 
to  create  a  rebellion  in  the  nabob's  government,  and  to 
complete  the  ruin  which  they  thought  was  impending  on 
ours."  "  If  it  is  the  nabob's  desire  to  forget  and  to  for- 
me  their  past  oflfences,  I  have  no  objection  to  his  allow- 
ing them,  in  pension,  the  nominal  amount  of  their  jag- 
hires  ;  but  if  he  shall  ever  offer  to  restore  their  jaghires 
to  them,  or  to  give  them  any  property  in  land,  after  the 
warning  which  they  have  given  him  by  the  dangerous 
abuse  which  they  formerly  made  of  his  indulgence,  you 
must  remonstrate  in  the  strongest  terms  against  it  :  you 
must  not  'permit  such  an  event  to  lake  place^  until  this 
government  shall  have  received  information  of  it,  and 
shall  have  had  time  to  interpose  its  influence  for  the  pre- 
vention of  it."  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who 
did,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  positively  refuse  to  admit 
the  nabob  to  restore  to  his  mother  and  grandmother,  any 
part  of  their  landed  estates  for  their  maintenance,  did 
well  know  that  the  revenues  of  the  said  nabob  were  at 
that  time  so  far  applied  to  the  demands  of  the  company, 
(by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  aggravated  beyond 
the  whole  of  what  they  did  produce)  or  were  otherwise 
so  far  applied  to  the  purposes  of  several  of  the  servants 
of  the  company  and  others,  the  dependants  of  him  the 
•aid  Hastings,  that  none  of  the  pensions  or  allowances 
assigned  by  the  said  nabob,  in  lieu  of  the  said  estates 
confiscated,  were  paid,  or  were  likely  to  be  discharged 
with  that  punctuality,  which  was  necessary  even  to  the 
•canty  subsistence  of  the  persons,  to  which  they  were 
ID  name  and  appearance  applied.     For, 

LIII. 

That  so  early  as  the  6th  of  March,  1782,  Captaiu 
Leonard  Jaques,  who  commanded  the  forces  on  duty  for 
the  purpose  of  distressing  the  several  women  in  the  pa- 
laces at  Fyzabad,  did  complain  to  the  resident,  Richard 
Johnson,  in  (be  following  words :  ^'  The  women  belonging 
to  the  Kiiord  Mohul  (or  lesser  palace)  complain  of  their 
being  in  want  of  every  necessary  of  life,  and  are  at  last 
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driven  to  that  desperation,  that  they  at  night  get  on  the 
top  of  the  zenanah,  make  a  great  disturbance,  and  last 
night  not  only  alarmed  the  sentinels  posted  in  the  gar- 
den, but  threw  dirt  at  them ;  they  threaten  to  throir 
themselres  from  the  walls  of  the  zenanah,  and  also  to 
break  out  of  it.  Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you 
of  this  matter,  and  to  request  to  know  if  you  have  any 
directions  to  give  me  concerning  it.  I  also  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  you  I  sent  for  Letafit  Ali  Khan,  the  cojah,  who 
has  the  charge  of  them,  and  who  informs  me  it  is  well 
grounded,  that  they  have  sold  every  thing  they  hady  even 
to  the  clothes  from  their  backs ^  and  now  liave  no  mtann 
of  subsisting.** 

LIV. 

That  the  distresses  of  the  said  women  grew  so  urgent 
on  the  night  of  the  said  6th  of  March,  the  day  when  tha 
letter  above  recited  was  written,  that  Captain  Leonard 
Jaques  aforesaid  did  think  it  necessary  to  write  again,  oil 
the  day  following,  to  the  British  resident,  in  the  follow* 
ing  words :  "  I  beg  leave  to  address  you  again  concern* 
ing  the  women  in  the  Khord  Mohul,  [the  lesser  palace.] 
Their  behaviour  last  night  was  so  furious,  that  there 
seemed  the  greatest  probability  of  their  proceeding  to 
the  uttermost  extremities,  and  that  they  would  either 
throw  themselves  from  the  walls^  or  force  open  the  doors  of 
the  senanah.  I  have  made  every  inquiry  concerning  tm 
cause  of  their  complaints,  and  find  from  Lattafit  Ally 
Kli&n,  that  they  are  in  a  starving  condition^  having  soli 
all  their  clothes  and  necessaries^  and  now  have  not  where^ 
withal  to  support  nature ;  and  as  my  instructions  ar» 
quite  silent  on  this  head,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how 
to  proceed  in  case  they  were  to  force  the  doors  of  the 
zenanah,  as  I  suspect  it  will  happen,  should  no  subsistence 
be  very  quickly  sent  to  them." 

LV. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  representations,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  said  resident,  Richard  Johnson,  did  pro- 
mise that  an  application  should  be  made  to  certain  oi  the 
servants  of  the  nabob  vizier,  to  provide  for  their  subsist* 
ence. 
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LVI. 

That  Captain  Jaques  being  relieved  from  llie  duty  oi 
imprisoning  the  women  of  Suja  ul  Dowla,  the  late  sove- 
reign of  Oude,  an  ally  of  the  comi:)any>  who  dwelt  in  the 
sua  lesser  palace,  and  Major  Gilpin  being  ap|K)inted  to 
succeed,  the  same  malicious  design  of  destroying  the 
taid  women,  or  the  same  scandalous  neglect  of  their  pre- 
servation and  subsistence,  did  still  continue;  and  Major 
Gilpin  found  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  new  resident, 
Bristow,  in  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  October,  1 782,  as  fol- 
lews: 

LVIL 

«  Sir, 

*'  Last  night  about  eight  o'clock  the  women  in  the 
ibord  mohul  [lesser  palace]  or  zenanah  [women's  apart- 
ment] under  the  charge  of  Latafut  Ally  Khan,  assem- 
bled on  the  tops  of  the  buildings,  crying  in  a  most  la- 
mentable manner  for  food,  thai  for  the  IcLsffonr  days 
they  had  got  but  a  very  scanty  allowance^  and  that  yt!>- 
ttrday  they  liad  got  none. 

LVIII. 

"  The  melancholy  cries  of  famine  are  more  easily  ima- 
ginedthan  described;  and  from  their  representation,  I 
fear  the  nabob's  agents  for  that  business  are  very  inatten- 
tive ;  I  therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  you  acquainted 
with  the  circumstance,  that  his  excellency  the  nabob  may 
cause  his  agents  to  be  more  circumspect  in  their  conduct 
toward  these  poor  unhappy  women." 

LIX. 

That  although  the  resident  Bristow  did  not  then  think 
himself  authorized  to  remove  the  guard,  he  did  apply  to 
the  minister  of  the  nabob,  who  did  promise  some  relief  to 
the  women  of  the  late  nabob,  confined  in  the  lesser  pa- 
hce ;  but  apprehending,  with  reason,  that  the  minister 
aforesaid  might  not  be  more  ready  or  active  in  making 
the  necessary  provision  for  them  than  on  former  occa- 
sions, he  did  render  himself  personally  responsible  to 
Major  Gilpin  for  the  repayment  of  any  sum  equal  to  one 
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tbousanil  pounds  sterling,  which  he  might  procure  for 
the  ^subsistence  of  the  sufferers.  But  whatever  relief 
was  given  (the  amount  thereof  not  appearing)  the  same 
was  soon  exhausted ;  and  the  number  of  persons  to  be 
maintained  in  the  said  lesser  palace  being  eight  hundred 
women,  the  women  of  the  late  sovereign,  Sujah  ul  Dow- 
la,  and  several  of  the  younger  children  of  the  said  sove- 
reign prince,  beside  their  attendants,  Major  Gilpin  was 
obliged,  on  the  15th  of  November  following,  again  toad- 
dress  the  resident  by  a  representation  of  this  tenor: 
"  Sir,  the  repeated  cries  of  the  women  in  the  Khord 
Mohul  Zenaoah  for  subsistence  have  been  truly  melan- 
choly. 

LX. 

*'  They  beg  most  piteoxisly  for  libertji/y  lliat  ihey  may 
earn  Oieir  daily  bread  by  laborious  servitude^  or  to  be 
relieved  from  tlieir  misery  by  immediate  deaths 

LXI. 

*^  In  consequence  of  their  unhappy  situation,  I  have  this 
day  taken  the  liberty  of  drawing  on  you  in  favour  of 
Ramnarian,  at  ten  days  sight,  for  twenty  Son  Kerah  ru- 
pees, ten  thousand  of  which  I  have  paid  to  Cojah  Lata- 
fut  Ally  Cawn,  under  whose  charge  that  zenaoah  is.'* 

LXII. 

That  notwithstanding  all  the  promises  and  reiterated 
engagements  of  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  the  la- 
dies of  the  palace  aforesaid  fell  again  into  extreme  dis« 
tress ;  and  the  resident  did  again  complain  to  the  said 
minister,  who  was  considered  to  be,  and  really  and  sub- 
stantially was,  the  minister  uf  the  governor  general  War* 
ren  Hastings  aforesaid,  and  not  of  the  nabob  (the  said 
nabob  being,  according  to  the  said  Hasting's  own  ac- 
count, *'  a  cipher  in  his  [the  said  mniister's]  hands")  that 
the  funds  allowed  for  their  subsistence  were  not  applied 
to  their  support.  But  notwithstanding  all  these  repeated 
complaints  and  remonstrances,  and  the  constant  promise 
of  amendment  on  the  part  of  his,  the  said  Hastings'  mi- 
nister, the  supply  was  not  more  plentiful  or  more  regu- 
Ikr  than  before. 


Mr. 
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LXIIL 

Tliat  the  said  resident  Bristow,  finding,  by  experience, 
the  iuefficacy  of  the  courses  which  had  been  pursued 
with  regard  to  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  reign- 
ing prince  of  Oude,  and  having  received  a  report  from 
oiSte*t  ^^JO'*  Gilpin,  informing  him  that  all  which  could  be  done 
latter,    by  force,  had  been  done ;  and  that  the  only  hope  which 
1718.^^'  remained,  for  realizing  the  remainder  of  the  money  un- 
justly exacted  as  aforesaid,  lay  in  more  lenient  methods ; 
he,  the  said  resident,  did,  of  his  own  authorily,  order 
*g2L     the  removal  of  the  guard  from  the  palaces,  the  troops 
sdOec.  being  long  and  mucii  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tier, and   other  material  services ;  and  did  release  the 
said  ministers  of  tiie  said  women  of  rank,  who  had  been 
confined  and  put  in   irons,  and  variously  distressed  and 
persecuted,  as  afore-recited,  for  near  twelve  months. 

LXIV. 

That  the  manner  in  which  the  said  inhuman  acts  of 
rapacity  and  violence  were  felt  both  by  the  women 
of  high  rank  concerned,  and  by  all  the  people,  strongly 
appears  in  the  joy  expressed  on  their  release,  which  took 
place  on  the  5th  of  December,  l7o2  ;  and  is  stated,  in 
two  letters  of  that  date  from  Major  Gilpin  to  the  resi- 
dent,  in  the  words  following : 

LXV. 

<*  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  3d  instani,  and  in  consequence  immediately  enlarged 
the  prisoners,  Behar  Ally  Khan  and  Jewar  Ally  K  &n, 
from  their  confinement ;  a  circumstance  that  gave  the 
begums,  and  the  city  of  Fyzabad  in  general,  the  greatest 
satisfaction. 

LXVI. 

« In  tears  of  joy,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ally  Khin,  ex- 
pressed their  sincere  acknowledgments  to  tLc  governor 
general,  his  excellency  the  nabob  vizier,  and  to  you,  sir, 
for  restoring  then,  to  that  invaluable  blessing,  liberty, 
for  which  they  would  ever  retain  the  most  grateful  re- 


AGAINST  WARREN   HASTINGS.  327 

nienibrance ;  and,  at  their  request,  I  transmit  you  the 
enclosed  letters. 

LXVII. 

"  I  wish  you  had  been  present  at  the  enlargement  of 
the  prisoners.  The  quivering  lips,  with  the  tears  of  joy 
stealing  down  the  poor  men's  cheeks,  was  a  scene  truly 
affecting. 

LXVIII. 

**  If  the  prayers  of  these  poor  men  will  avail,  you  will, 
at  the  LAST  TRUMP,  be  translated  to  the  happiest  regiont 
in  heaven." 

LXIX. 

And  the  resident  Bristow,  knowing  how  acceptabte 
the  said  proceeding  would  be  to  all  the  people  of  Oude, 
and  the  neighbouring  independent  countries,  did  gene- 
rously and  politically  (though  not  truly)    in  his  letter 
to  the  princess  mother,  attribute  the  said  relief  given  g^j^ 
to  herself,  and  the  release  of  her  ministers,  to  the  bo-  |^^» 
manity  of    the    said  Warren   Hastings,    agreeably   to  12  um. 
whose  orders  he  pretended  to  act;  asserting  that  he, 
the  said  Hastings,   *'  was  the  spring  from  whence   tho 
was  restored    to  her  dignity  and  consequence."    And 
the  account  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid  was  regularly 
transmitted  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  on  the  30th  of 
December,  1782,  with  the  reasons  and  motives  therefo, 
and  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  officer  concerning  the 
inutility  of  further  force,  attended  with  sundry  doca- 
tnents  concerning  tlie  famishing  and  other  treatment  of 
the  women  and  children  of  the  late  sovereign ;  but  the 
same  appear  to  have  made  no  proper  impression  on  the 
mind  ot  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  for  no  answer  what- 
soever was  given  to  the  said  letter  until  the  3d  of  March, 
1783,  when  the  said  Hasting!!*,  writing  in  his  own  charac- 
ter and  that  of  the  council,  ditj  entirely  pass  by  all  the 
circumstances    before  recited,  but  did  give  directions 
for  the  renewal  of  measures  of  the  like  nature  and  ten* 
dency  with  those  which  (for  several  of  the  last  months 
at  least  of  the  said  proceeding)  had  been  employed  with 
so  little  advantage  to  the  interest,  and  with  ho  much  in-   ' 
jury  to  the  reputation  of  the  company,  his  masters,  io 
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whose  name  he  acted ;  expressing  himself  in  the  said 
letter  of  the  3d  of  Maach,  1703,  as  follows:  "We  de- 
sire you  will  inform  us  what  means  have  been  taken  for 
recovering  the  balance  [the  pretended  balance  of  the  ex- 
torted money]  due  from  the  begums  [princesses]  at  Fy- 
2abad ;  and,  if  necessary,  you  must  recommend  it  to  the 
▼izier  to  enforce  the  most  effectual  means  for  that  pur- 
pose." And  the  resident  did,  in  his  answer  to  the  board, 
dated  31st  March,  1783,  on  this  peremptory  order,  again 
detail  the  particulars  aforesaid  to  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, referring  him  to  his  former  correspondence,  stating 
the  utter  impossibility  of  proceeding  further  by  force, 
tod  mentioning  certain  other  disgraceful  and  oppressive 
circumstances ;  and  in  particular,  that  the  company  did 
not,  in  plundering  the  mother  of  the  reigning  prince  of 
her  wearing  apparel  and  beasts  of  carriage,  receive  a  va- 
lue in  the  least  equal  to  the  loss  she  sufTcred;  the  ele- 
phants having  no  buyer  but  the  nabob,  and  the  clothes 
which  had  last  been  delivered  to  Middleton  at  a  valua- 
tion of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  were  so  damaged  by  ill 
keeping  in  warehouses,  that  they  could  not  be  sold,  even 
for  six  months  credit,  at  much  more  than  about  eight 
thousand  pounds  ;  by  which  a  loss  in  a  single  article  was 
incurred  of  twenty-two  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  fifty, 
for  the  recovery  of  which  (supposing  it  had  been  a  just 
debt)  such  rigorous  means  had  been  employed,  after 
having  actually  received  upwards  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  iu  value  to  the  company,  and  extorted  much 
more  in  loss  to  the  sutTering  individuals.  And  the  said 
Bristow,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  unmerciful  tem- 
per of  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  leave  no  means  un- 
tried to  appease  him,  not  contented  with  the  letter  to 
the  governor  general  and  council,  did,  on  the  sam^  day, 
write  another  letter  to  him  particvlarlyj  in  which  he  did 
urge  several  arguments,  the  necessity  of  using  of  which 
to  the  said  Hastings,  did  reflect  great  dishonour  on  this 
nation,  and  on  the  christian  religion  therein  professed  ; 
viz.  "  that  he  had  experienced  great  embarrassment  in 
treating  with  her,  [the  mother  of  the  reigning  prince,]  for, 
as  the  mother  of  the  vizier,  the  people  look  up  to  her 
with  great  respect ;  and  any  hard  measures,  practised 
against  women  of  her  high  rank,  create  discontent,  and 
aflcct  our  national  character."  And  the  said  resident, 
after  condemning,  very  unjustly,  her  conduct,  added, 
**8till  she  is  the  motlier  of  the  prince  of  the  countryj 
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and  the  religious  prejudices  of  mussulmen  prevail  too 
strongly  in  their  minds  to  forget  her  situation/' 

LXX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  make  any  an- 
swer to  the  said  letter.  .  But  the  mother  of  the  prince 
aforesaid,  as  well  as  the  mother  of  his  father,  being,  in 
consequence  of  his  the  said  Hastings'  directions,  inces- 
santly and  rudely  pressed  by  their  descendant,  in  the 
name  of  the  company,  to  pay  to  the  last  farthing  of  the 
demand,  they  did  both  positively  refuse  to  pay  any  part 
of  the  pretended  balances  aforesaid,  until  their  landed 
estates  were  restored  to  them ;  on  the  security  of  which 
alone  they  alleged  themselves  to  be  in  a  condition  to 
borrow  any  money,  or  even  to  provide  for  the  subsistence 
of  themselves  and  their  numerous  dependants.     And,  in 
order  to  put  some  end  to  these  differences,  the  vizier  did 
himself,  about  the  beginning  of  August,  1783,  go  to  Fyza- 
bad,  and  did  hold  divers  conferences  with  his  parents, 
and  did  consent  and  engage  to  restore  to  them  their  land- 
ed estates  aforesaid ;  and  did  issue  an  order  that  they 
should  be  restored  accordingly :  but  his  minister  afore- 
said, having  before  his  eyes  the  peremptory  orders  of 
him  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  persuade  his  master 
to  dbbonour  himself,  in  breaking  his  faith  and  engage- 
ment with  his  mother  and  the  mother  of  his  father,  by 
first  evading  the  execution,  and  afterwards  totally  revok-  ihn 
ing  his  said  public  and  solemn  act,  on  pretence  that  he  ^^ 
bad  agreed  to  the  grant  *'  from  shame,  being  in  their  pre-  jgydw 
aence,  [the  presence  of  his  mother  and  grandmother,]  and  Kteii, 
that  it  was  unavoidable  at  the  time ;''  the  said  minister  lur, 
declaring  to  him  that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  he  allowed  ^^^' 
them  **  money  for   their  nec4iS8ary  expenses,  and  that 
would  be  doing-  enough.** 

LXXI. 

That  the  faith  given  for  the  restoration  of  their  landed 
estates  being  thus  violated,  and  the  money  for  neces- 
sary expenses  being  as  ill  supplied  as  before,  the  women  !,{«. 
and  children  of  the  late  sovereign,  father  of  the  reigning  {^^^^ 
prince,  continued  exposed  to  frequent  want  of  the  com-  stthjt- 
mon  necessaries  of  life ;  and,  being  sorely  pressed  by  fa-  m7/ 
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■ur««. 
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nune,  they  were  compelled  to  break  through  all  the  priu- 
ciples  of  local  decorum  and  reserve,  which  constitute  the 
dignity  of  the  female  sex  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and 
after  great  clamour  and  violent  attempts,  for  one  whole 
day,  to  break  the  enclosure  of  the  palace,  and  to  force 
their  way  into  the  public  market,  in  order  to  move  the 
compassion  of  the  people,  and  to  beg  their  bread ;  and 
they  did,  on  the  next  day,  actually  proceed  to  the  extre- 
mity of  exposing  themselves  to  public  view — an  extre- 
mity, implying  the  lowest  slate  of  disgrace  and  degrada- 
tion ;  to  avoid  which  many  women  in  India  have  laid  vio- 
lent hands  upon  themselves — and  they  did  proceed  to 
the  public  market  place,  with  the  starving  children  of  the 
late  sovereign,  and  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  reign- 
ing prince !  A  minute  account  of  the  transaction  alure- 
aaid  was  written  to  the  British  resident  ^t  Luckiiow  by 
the  person  ap|iointed  to  convey  intelligence  to  him  from 
Fyzabad,  in  the  following  particulars,  highly  disgraceful 
to  the  honour,  justice,  and  humanity  of  this  nation : 

LXXII. 

^'The  ladies,  their  attendants,  and  servants,  were  still 
as  clamourous  as  last  night.  Letafut,  the  daroga,  went 
to  them  and  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  impropriety 
of  their  conduct,  at  the  same  time  assuring  them  that  in  a 
few  days  all  their  allowances  would  be  paid ;  and,  should 
oot  that  be  the  case,  he  would  advance  them  ten  days 
subsistence,  upon  condition  that  they  returned  to  their 
Iiabitation.  None  of  them,  however,  consented  to  his 
proposals ;  but  were  still  intent  ujKin  making  their  escape 
through  the  bazar  (market  place)  and  in  consequence 
formed  themselves  into  a  line,  arranging  themselves  in 
the  following  order:  the  children  in  the  front;  behind 
tbem  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio ;  and  behind  them  again 
their  attendants ;  but  their  intentions  were  frustrated 
by  the  opposition  which  they  met  from  Letafut 's  Se 
poys. 

LXXIII. 

The  next  day  Letafut  went  twice  to  the  women,  and 
used  his  endeaVours  to  make  them  return  into  the  zena- 
aab,  promismg  to  advance  tbem  10,000  rupees;  which. 
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upon  the  money  being  paid  down,  they  agreed  to  com- 
ply with ;  but  night  coming  on,  nothing  transpired* 

LXXIV. 

On  the  day  following,  their  clamours  were  more  vio*> 
lent  than  usual.  Letafut  went  to  consult  with  them  up- 
on the  business  of  yesterday,  ofiering  the  same  terms. 
Depending  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  promises,  they  coo* 
sented  to  return  to  their  apartments ;  which  they  accord- 
ingly did,  except  two  or  three  of  the  ladies,  and  most  of 
their  attendants.  Letafut  then  went  to  Hossmnd  Ally 
Cawn,  to  consult  with  him  upon  what  means  they  should 
take.  They  came  to  a  resolution  of  driving  them  in  by 
force ;  and  gave  orders  to  their  sepoys,  to  beat  any  one 
of  the  women  wl)o  should  attempt  to  move  forward.  The 
tepoys  consequently  assembled;  and  each  one  being 
provided  with  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  them,  by  dint  of 
Dcating,  into  the  zenanah.  The  women,  seeing  the 
treachery  of  Letafut,  proceeded  to  throw  stones  and 
bricks  at  the  sepoys,  and  again  attempted  to  get  out; 
but  finding  that  impossible,  from  the  gates  being  shut, 
they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge  of  stones  and  bricks 
till  alK)ut  ten ;  when,  finding  their  situation  desperate, 
they  retired  into  the  kung  mohul,  and  forced  their  way 
from  thence  into  the  palace,  and  dispersed  themselves 
rKbout  the  house  and  garden;  after  this  they  were  desi- 
rous of  getting  into  the  begum's  apartment,  but  she  be- 
ing apprized  of  their  intention  ordered  her  doors  to  be 
shut.  In  the  mean  time,  Letafut  and  Hushmund  Ally 
Cawn  posted  sentries  to  secure  the  gates  of  the  lesser 
mnhal.  During  the  wliole  of  this  conflict,  all  the  ladies 
and  women  remained  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  sepoys. 
The  bepim  then  sent  for  Letafut  and  Hushmund  Ally 
Cawn,  wi.om  she  severely  reprimanded,  and  insisted  up- 
on knowing  the  causes  of  this  infamous  behaviour.  They 
pleaded  in  their  defence  the  impossibility  of  helping  it, 
as  tlie  treatment  the  women  had  met  with  had  been  con- 
formable to  his  excellency  tiie  vizier's  orders.  The 
begum  alleged,  that  even  admitting  that  the  nabob  had 
given  those  orders,  they  were  by  no  means  authorized  in 
this  manner  to  disgrace  the  family  of  Shuja  Dowla ;  and 
should  they  not  receive  their  allowance  for  a  day  ort  wo> 
it  could  be  of  no  great  moment :  what  was  passed  was 
now  at  aD  end,  but  that  the  vizier  should  certainly  be 
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acquaioted  with  the  whole  aflTair,  and  that  whatever  he 
desired  she  should  implicitly  comply  with.  The  begam 
then  sent  for  five  of  the  children,  who  were  wounded  in 
the  aSray  of  last  night,  and  after  endeavouring  to  sooth 
them,  she  sent  again  for  Letafut  and  Hushmund  Ally 
Cawnj  and  in  the  presence  of  the  children  expressed  her 
disapprobation  of  their  conduct,  and  the  improbability 
of  Asuf  ul  Dowia's  sufiering  the  ladies  and  children  of 
Shuja  Dowla  to  be  disgraced  by  being  exposed  to  the 
yiew  of  the  rabble.  Upon  which  LetaJfut  produced  the 
letter  from  the  nabob,  at  the  same  time  representing  that 
he  was  amenable  only  to  the  orders  of  his  excellency, 
and  that  whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty  to  obey ; 
4Dd  that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  retired  into 
their  apartments  quietly,  he  would  not  have  used  the 
means  he  had  taken  to  compel  them.  The  begum  again 
observed,  that  what  had  hap|»ened  was  now  over.  She 
then  gave  the  children  400  rupees,  and  dismissed  them, 
and  sent  word  by  Jumrud  and  the  other  eunuchs,  that  if 
the  ladies  would  peaceably  retire  to  their  apartments, 
Letafut  would  supply  them  with  3  or  4,000  rupees  for 
their  personal  expenses,  and  recommended  to  them  not 
to  incur  any  further  disgrace,  and  that  if  they  did  not 
thmk  proper  to  act  agreeable  to  her  directions,  they 
would  do  wrong.  The  ladies  followed  her  advice,  and 
about  ten  at  night  went  back  into  the  zenanah.  The 
next  morning  the  begum  waited  upon  the  mother  of  Shu- 
ja Dowla,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
disturbances.  The  mother  of  Shuja  Dowla  returned  for 
answer,  that  after  there  being  no  accounts  kept  of  crores 
of  revenues,  she  was  not  surprised  that  the  family  of 
Shuja  Dowla,  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  a  subsist- 
ence, should  be  obliged  to  expose  themselves  to  tlie 
meanest  of  the  people.  After  bewailing  their  misfor- 
tunes, and  shedding  many  tears,  the  begum  took  her 
leave,  and  returned  home." . 

That  the  said  affecting  narrative  being  sent,  with 
.others  of  the  same  nature,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1784, 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  did  not  order  any  relief 
in  consequence  thereof,  or  take  any  sort  of  notice  whal- 
ioever  of  the  said  intelligence. 

LXXV. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did  express  strong  duubU 


AGAINST  WARREN  HASTINGS.  933 

of  the  propriety  of  seiaiDg  the  estates  aforesaid,  and  did 
declare  to  him  the  said  HasUngs,  <*  that  the  oolj  conso- 
lation they  felt  on  the  occasion  is,  that  the  amount  of 
those  jaghires,  for  which  the  company  were  guarantees^ 
is  to  be  paid  tklroti^hour  resident  at  the  court  of  the  vi- 
2ier;  and  it  very  materially  concerns  the  credit  of  your 
goyernor  on  no  account  to  suffer  such  payments  to  be 
evaded.^*  But  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  never  make 
the  arrangement  supposed  in  the  said  letter  to  be  ac* 
tually  made,  nor  did  he  cause  the  resident  to  pay  them 
the  amount  of  their  jaghires,  or  to  make  any  payment  to 
them. 

And  the  said  Hastings  being  expressly  ordered  by  the 
court  of  dicectors  to  restore  to  them  their  estates,  in 
case  the  charges  made  upon  them  should  not  be  found 
true,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  contumaciously  and  cruel- 
ly decline  any  compliance  with  the  said  orders,  until  his 
journey  to  Lucknow,  when  he  did,  as  he  says, "  conform- 
ably to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  more 
to  the  inclination  of  the  nabob  vizier,  restore  to  them 
their  jaghires,  but  with  the  defalcation,  according  to  his 
own  account,  of  a  large  portion  of  their  respective 
shares  ;"  pretending,  without  the  least  probability,  that  ' 
the  said  defalcation  was  a  ^'  voluntary  concession  on  their 
part."  But  what  he  has  left  to  them  for  their  support, 
or  in  what  proportion  to  that  which  he  has  taken  away, 
he  has  no  where  stated  to  the  court  of  directors,  whose 
faith  he  *has  broken,  and  whose  orders  he  has  thus 
elud^,  whilst  he  pretended  to  yield  some  obedience  to 
them. 

liXXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  made  a  mali- 
cious, loose,  and  ill  supported  charge,  backed  by  certain 
unsatisfactory  affidavits,  as  a  ground  for  his  seizing  on  the 
jaghires  and  the  treasures  of  the  vizier's  mother,  solemn- 
ly guarantied  to  them;  the  court  of  directors  did,  in 
their  letter  of  the  14th  of  February,  17  83,  express  them- 
selves as  follows  concerning  that  measure :  '^  which  the 
governor  general,  (he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,)  in  his 
letter  to  your  board  the  23d  January,  1782,  has  declared 
/le  strenuously  encouraged  and  supported;  we  hope  and 
trust,  for  the  honour  of  the  British  nation,  that  the  mea- 
sure appeared  fully  justified  in  the  eyes  of  all  Hiodostan. 
The  p^vernor  general  has  informed  us,  that  it  can  be 
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well  attested  that  the  begums  (the  mother  and  grandmo- 
ther of  the  nabob  aforesaid)  principally  excited  and  siiph 
ported  the  late  commotions;  and  that  they  carried  their 
inveteracy  to  the  English  nation  so  far  as  to  aim  at  oitr 
vtter  extirpation"     And  the  court  of  directors  did  fur- 
ther declare  as  follows :  *'  that  it  no  where  appears  from 
the  papers  at  present  in  our  possession,  that  they   (the 
mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  of  Oude;  excited 
any  commotions  previous  to  the  imprisonment  of  Rajah 
Cheit  Sing,  and  only  armed  themselves  in  consequence 
of  that  transaction :  and  as  it  is  probable  that  such  a 
conduct  proceeded  from  motives  of  self-defence,  under 
ail  apprehension  that  they  themselves  might  likewise 
be    laid    under  unwarrantable    contributions."      Aud 
the  said  court  of  directors,  in  giving  their  orders  for  the 
restoration  of  the  jaghires,  or  for  the  payment  of  an  equi- 
valent through  the  resident,  did  give  this  order  for  the 
restoration  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid,  on  condition  that 
it  *should  appear  from  inquiry,  that  they  were  not  guilty 
bf  the  practices  charged  U[)on  them  by  the  said  Hastings, 
Mr.  Btables,  one  of  the  council  general,  did,  in  execu- 
tion of  the  said  conditional  order,  propose  an  inquiry 
leading  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  condition,  and  did 
enter  a  minute  as  follows :  "  that  the  court  of  directors, 
by  their  letters  of  the  14th  of  February,  1784,  seem  not 
ib  be  satisfied  that  the  disaffection  of  the  begums  to  this 
government  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  evidence  before 
them ;  1  therefore  think,  that  the  late  and  present  resi- 
dent, and  commanding  officer  in  the  vizier's  counti-y  at 
the  time,  should  be  called  on  to  collect  what  further  in- 
formation they  can  on  this  subject,  in  which  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  this  government  is  so  materially  concern^ 
td;  and  that  such  information  may  be  transmitted  to  the 
court  of  directors."     And  he  did  further  pro{)06e  heads 
and  modes  of  inquiry,  suitable  to  the  doubts  expressed 
by  the  court  of  directors.     But  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, who  ought,  long  before,  on  principles  of  natura! 
justice,  to  have  instituted  a  diligent  inquiry  in  support 
of  his  so  improbable  a  charge,  and  was  bound,  even  for 
his  own   honour,  as  well  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court  of  directors,  to  take  a  strong  part  in  the  said  in- 
Huity,  did  set  himself  in  opposition  to  the  same,  and  did 
carry  with  liim  a  majority  of  council  against  the  said  in- 
quiry into  the  justice  of  the  cause,  or  any  proposition  for 
the  relief  of  the  ftuflferers ;  asserting,  <<  that  the  reasons  of 
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the  court  ofdirectonii  if  transmitted  witktbe  orders  for 
the  ioquiry,  will  proVe  in  effect  an  order  for  collecting 
eyidence  io  the  justification  and  acquittal  of  the  begumSj 
and  not  for  the  investigation  of  the  truth,  of  the  chdrft^^ 
fvhich  have  been  preferred  against  them.**     That  Mr. 
Stables  did  not  propo^,  (as  in  the  said  Hastings'  mimite 
is  groundlessly  supposed,)  that  the  reasons  df  the  court 
of  directors  should  be  transmilted  with  the  orders  for, an 
inquiry.      But  the    apprehension  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  of  the  probable  result  of  the  inquiry  proposed 
did  strongly  indicate  his  sense  of  his  own  gnilt,  and 
the  innocence  of  the  parties  accused  by  hina ;  and  if,  by 
his  construction,  Mr.  Stables'  minute  did  indicate  an  in- 
quiry merely  for  the  justification  of  the  parties  by  him 
accused,  (which  construction  the  motion  did  not  bear) 
it  was  no  more  than  what  the  obvious  rulesi:  of  justice 
would  well  support;  hb  own  proceedings  haiang  been 
ex  parte;  he  having  employed  Sir  Elijah  Impey  totals 
affidavits  against  the  women  of  high  rank  aforesaid,  not 
only  without  any  inquiry  made  on  their  part,  but  witli- 
out  any  communication  to  them  of  his  practice  and  pro- 
ceedings against  them ;  and  equity  did  at  least  require 
that  they,  with  his  own  knowledge,  and  by  the  subordi- 
nates of  his  own  government,  should  be  allowed  a  public 
inquiry  to  acquit  themselves  of  the  heavy  offences  with 
which  they  had  been  by  him  clandestinely  charged* 

Lxxvn. 

That  he  the  safid  Hastings,  in  order  to  effectually  stifle 
the  said  inquiry,  did  enter  on  record  a  further  minute^ 
asserting  that  the  said  inquiry,  would  be  productive*^  of 
evils  greater  than  any  which  have  already  taken  place^ 
and  niUch  time  luis  altnost  obliterated ,"  as  also  the  fol* 
lowing — ^^  If  I  am  rightly  informed^  the  nabob  vizier  and 
the  begums  are  on  terms  of  mutual  good-will. .  It  would 
ill  become  this  government  to  interpose  its  influence  by 
any  act  which  might  tend  to  revijee  their  animomtiea, 
and  a  very  slight  occasion  would  be  sufficient  to  effect  it. 
They  will  instantly  take  fire  on  such  a  declaration,  pro> 
claim  the  judgment  of  the  company  in  their  favour,  de- 
mand a  reparation  of  the  acts,  which  they  will  construe 
wrongs,  with  such  a  sentence  warranting  that  construc- 
tion, and  either  accept  the  invitation,  to  the  proclaimed 
seandal  of  the  nabob  vizier,  which  will  not  add  to  the 
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credit  of  our  govemmmt;  or  remain  in  bis  dominiooB, 
but  not  under  his  autborityy  to  add  to  his  vexations,  and 
the  disorders  of  the  coubtrj,  by  eontimial  intrigues  and 
seditions.  Enough  already  exists  to  sffect  his  peace  and 
the  quiet  of  his  people.  If  we  ecnnot  heal,  let  us  not 
inflame  the  wounds,  which  have  been  infUcMt*** — "  If  the 
becums  think  themselves  aggrieved  to  such  a  degree  as 
ta  justify  them  in  an  appeal  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ;  to 
appeal  to  it  against  a  mab  standing  in  the  relation  of  son 
and  grandson  to  them;  to  appeal  to  the  justice  ofthoscj 
who  have  been  the  abettors  and  instruwimis  of  their  im- 
mied  wrongs ;  let  us  at  least  permit  them  to  be  the 
judges  of  tlmr  own  feelings,  and  prefer  their  complaints, 
before  we  ofier  to  redress  them.  They  will  not  need  to 
be  prompted.  I  hope  I  shall  not  de^rt  from  the  sim- 
plicity of  official  language  in  saying,  the  majesty  of  jus- 
tiee  ought  to  be  approached  with  solicitatbn,  not  descend 
te  provoke  or  invite  it,  much  less  to  debase  itself  by  the 
Sl^gestion  of  wrongs,  and  the  promise  of  redress,  with 
Ike  denunciation  of  punishments  before  trial,  and  even 
before  accusation/* 

Lxxvni. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  attempting  to  pass 
an  act  of  indemnity  for  his  own  crimes,  and  of  oblivion 
for  the  sufferings  of  others,  supposing  the  latter  almost 
obliterated  by  time,  did  not  only  mock  and  insult  over 
the  sufferings  of  the  allies  of  the  company,  but  did  show 
an  indecent  contempt  of  the  understandings  of  the  court 
of  directors;  because  his  violent  attempts  on  the  pro- 
perty and  liberty  of  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the 
ally  aforesaid  had  not  their  first  commencement  much 
above  two  years  before  that  time,  and  had  been  con- 
tismed,  without  abatement  or  relaxation  on  his  part,  to 
the  very  time  of  his  minute :  the  nabob  having,  tnr  the 
inatigation  of  his  the  said  Hastings'  instrument  Hyder 
Beg  Kh&n,  not  two  months  l>efore  the  date  of  the  con* 
anltation,  been  obliged  a  second  time  to  break  his  faith 
with  relation  to  the  estates  of  his  mother  in  the  manner 
herein  before  recited.  And  the  said  Hastings  did  not 
and  could  not  conceive  that  the  clearing  the  mother 
could  revive  any  animosity  between  her  and  her  son,  by 
whom  she  never  had  been  accused.  The  said  Hastings 
was  also  sensible,  that  the  restoration  of  hrr  landed 
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Mtates,  re€<miiiieiided  bj  the  court  of  directors/ coold 
not  produce  eoj  ill  effin^t  on  the  mind  of  the  said  soOf 
as  it  was  **  with  almost  ooconquerable  reluctance  he  had 
been  persuaded  to  deprire  her  of  them."  And  at  the 
time  oif  his  submitting  to  become  an  instrument  in  thip 
injustice,  did  *^  declare"  both  to  the  resident  and  Ub 
ministers,  "  that  it  was  an  act  of ^'- —  " 


^  t]  I  f 


LXXIX. 


That  the  said  Hastings  further,  by  insinuating  that  the 
women  in  question  would  act  amiss  in  appealing  to  a  fo* 
reign  juiiedicium  against  a  son  and  grandson,  could  nof: 
forget  that  he  himself,  being  that  foreign  jurisdictbn  (if 
any  jurisdiction  there  was)  did  himself  direct  and  ordir 
the  injuries;  did  himself  urge  the  calumnies;  and  did 
himself  cause  to  be  taken  and  produced  the  unsatisfactoiy 
evidence,  by  which  the  women  in  question  had  suffiired; 
and  that  at  was  against  him  the  said  Hasting?,  and  not 
against  their  son,  that  they  had  reason  to  appeal.  Bwt 
the  truth  is,  that  the  inquiry  was  moved  tor  by  Mr.  Sta- 
bles, not  on  the  prayer  or  appeal  of  the  suiferers,  hot 
upon  the  ill  impression  which  the  said  Hastings'  own 
conduct,  merely  and  solely  on  his  own  state  of  it,  and  on 
his  own  evidence  in  support  of  it,  had  made  on  the  court 
of  directors,  who  were  his  lawful  masters,  and  not  suitors 
in  his  court.  And  his  arrogating  to  himself  and  his  ciri- 
leagues  to  be  a  tribunal,  and  a  tribunal,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  doing  justice,  but  of  refusing  inquiry,  was  an  hn^ 
offence  and  misdemeanor  (particularly  as  the  due  obedi- 
ence to  the  company's  orders  was  eluded  on  the  insolent 
pretence,  <^  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to  be  ap> 

Eiroached  with  solicitation,  and  that  it  would  debase  itself 
J  the  suggestion  of  wrongs  and  the  promise  of  redress,*^ 
in  a  governor,  whose  business  it  is,  even  of  himself  and 
unsolicited,  not  only  to  promise,  but  to  afibrd  redress  to 
all  those  who  should  suflfer  under  the  power  of  the  com- 
pany, even  if  their  ignorance,  or  want  of  protection,  or 
the  imbecility  of  their  sex,  or  tlie  fear  of  irritating  per^ 
sons  in  rank  and  station  should  prevent  them  from  seek- 
ii^  it  by  formal  solicitation. 


TOL.  VI.  [    *^    ] 
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LXXX. 

Tliat  the  said  Warreo  Hastings,  at  the  time  when  Le 
pretemied  isf:iiorancc  of  all  solicitation  for  juslice^oii  the 
part  of  the  womco  aforesaid,  and  on  that  pretence  did 
refuse  Ihe  inquiry  moved  by  fais  colleague  Mr.  Stables, 
had  in  all  pix>bability  received  from  the  resident  Middle- 
ton,  or  if  he  hail  made  the  slightest  inquiry  from  the  said 
Middleton,  then  at  Calcutta,  might  immediately  receive 
an  account,  that  ihei/  did  (uiuaily  solicit  the  said  resident, 
tiiroi^h  Major  Gilpin,  for  redress  against  liis  the  said 
Hastings'  calumnious  accusation,  and  the  false  testimony 
bj  which  it  was  supported ;  and  did  send  tiie  same  coia^ 
plaint  to  tiie  resident  Middleton^  by  the  said  Gil{)i»y  to 
be  transmitted  to  1dm  the  said  Hastings  and  the  cctincil, 
so  early  as  the  19th  of  October,  17 '6*2:  and  tlmt  afae,  the 
mother  of  tlie  nabob,  did  afterwards  send  the  same  to 
the  resident  firi^tow,  asserting  their  innocence^  and  ac- 
companying the  same  with  tiie  copies  of  letters  (the  ori- 
ten  u^  guials  of  wTiich  they  asserted  were  in  their  hands)  from 
bCMd.  Hie  chief  witnesses  against  them,  Uannay  and  Gordon, 
which  letters  did  directly  overturn  the  charges  and  in- 
simntiocis  in  the  affidavits  made  by  them;  and  that  in- 
stead of  any  accusation  of  an  attempt  upon  them  and 
their  parties  by  the  uistigation  of  the  mother  of  tlie 
nabob,  or  by  her  ministers,  they  the  said  Hannay  and 
Ciordon  did  attribute  their  preservation  to  them,  and  to 
tjwir  services;  and  did,  with  strong  expressions  of  grati- 
tude both  to  the  mother  of  tlie  nabob  and  to  her  minis- 
ters, fully  acknowledge  the  same.  Which  remon- 
strance of  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  and  the  letters  of  tlie 
said  Hannay  and  Gordon,  are  annexed  to  this  charge ; 
and  the  said  Hastings  is  highly  criminal  for  oot  having 
cxaouned  into  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  remoostraiice. 

LXXXL 

That  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  said  Warreu 
Hastings  did  tend  to  impress  all  the  neighbouring  princes, 
aoBie  of  whom  were  allied  in  blood  to  tfie  oppressed  wo- 
meu  of  rank  aforesaid,  with  an  ill  o|>i(iiou  of  the  faith, 
honour,  and  decency  of  the  Brilisii  nation;  and  accord- 
ingly, on  the  journey  aforesaid,  made  by  the  nabob  from 
Lucknow  to  Fy^ubad,  in  which  the  said  nabob  did  re- 
store,  ill  the  manner  before-mentioiicdi  the  confiscated 
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esUtes  of  his  mother  and  graBdmother,  and  did  afterward 
revoke  his  said  grant,  it  appears  that  the  said  journey 
did  CMse  -  a  general  aiarni  (the  worst  motives  4>btaiping 
tiie  most  easy  credit  with  regard  to  «ny  future  proce^ 
ing,  on  account  of  tlie  foregone  acts)  and  excited  gRti^t ' 
indignation  among  the  mling  persons  of  tiie  adjaoout 
cooDtry  ;  insomuch  that  Major  Brown,  agent  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  at  the  court  of  the  King,  Bhaw  Al- 
Inra,  at  I>elhi,  did  write  a  remonstrance  therein  to  Mr. 
Bristow,  resident  at  Oude,  as  follows  :  <*  the  evening  of 
the  7th,  at  a  conference  I  had  with  Mirza  Shafiee  Cawn, 
tie  introduce  a  subject  respecting  tlie. nabob   viaiier, 
wbichr  however  it  aiay  be  diiiagreeable  (or  you  to  lliipw« 
and  consequently  for  me  to  communicate,  1  am  iindv  A 
necessity  of  laying  before  you.     He  told  xne  he  had  re- 
ceived inforoiatiun  from  Lucknow^  that,  by  the  advke 
of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  the  vi;zier  had  determined  to  hriog 
his  grandmother,  the  widow  of-  Hufilar  Jung,  from  Fyna- 
bad  to  Lucknow,  with  a  view  of  getting;  a  further  sunroof 
money  from  her,  by  seizing  ou  her  eniiuchs,  digging  up 
the  apartments  of  her  house  at  Fyzabad,  and  putting  her 
own  person  under  restraint.     This,  lie  said,  lie  knc W|  iff  m 
not  an  act  of  our  government,  but  the  mere  advijca^.of 
Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  to  which  the  vizier  had  been  induced 
to  attend.     He  added,  tliat  the  old  begum  had  resolved 
rattier  to  put  herself  to  death,  than  submit  to  the  dis- 
grace intended  to  be  put  upon  her  ;  tliat  if  such  a  cir- 
cumstance should  happen,  there  is  not  a  man  in  IlindQ^a- 
tan  who  will  attrihiUe  llie  act  io  the  vizUr  [nahob  of 
Oudfy]  but  nnry  one  n^U  fix  the  odium  on  Ihr.  K mulish ^ 
fi'ho  might  fasilt/j  by  //w  injliienre  Uifi/  so  largely  exercise 
-ui  their  own  concerns  tlwref  iiave  prevented  sucii  uaba- 
tural  conduct  in  the  vizier.     He  tiierefore  called  upon 
me,  as  the  English  representative  in  this  quarter,  to  in- 
form you  of  tliis,  that  you  may   prevent  a  step  which 
will  destroy  all  confidence  hi  theiinglish  nation  tliroiigh- 
out  Hindostan,  and  excite  the  bitterest  rcsenlmeiU  in  all 
those  who,  by  blood,  are  cofinccled  witJi  the  house  of 
Bufdar  Jung.''     He  concluded  by  saying,  "that 'if  the 
vizier  so  little  regarded  his  family  and  personal  honour, 
or  his  natural  duty,  as  to  wish  to  disgrace  his  father^s 
mother  for  a  sum  of  money,  let  him  piunder  Iicr  of  all 
«he  has,  but  let  him  send  her  safe  up  to  Delfii,  or  Agru« 
and,  poor  as  I  am,  I  will  furnish  subsiKtence  for  her, 
which  she  shall  possess  with  safety  and  honour,  IhongU 


SiO  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

it  cannot  be  adequate  to  her  radc.''  Thh,  sir,  is  a  most 
eiact  detail  of  the  conTersation  (as  bt  as  related  to  that 
^ffiur)  on  the  part  of  Mirza  SiuSefe  CaWn.  •  On  my  part 
I  could  only  say,  that  1  imagified  the  sfiair  was  misre- 
prsented,  and  that  I  shbnld  write  as  he  reqaested.  Let 
me,  therefore,  reqoeat  that  you  wilteaable  me  to  answer, 
in  a  more  efiectiaal  manner,  any  further  qaeatioDa  on  this 
svbgect." 


LXXXII. 


■i 


^  As  Mirza  Sbufiee's  grandfather  was  brother  to  Sof- 
dar  Jung,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  what  bis  declaratioti 
means,  and  if  this  measure  of  dismissing  the  old  t)egum 
should  be  persisted  in,  1  should  not,  from  the  state  of 
aflbirs  and  the  character  of  the  Amir  ul  Omrah,  be  sur- 
prised at  some  inunediate  and  violent  resolution  being 
adopted  by  him." 

LXXXIII. 

That  Mirza  Shuffee,  mentioned  in  this  correspondeoce, 
(who  has  since  been  murdered)  was  of  near  kindred  to 
the  lady  in  question  (grandmother  to  the  nabobs)  was  re- 
sident in  a  province  immediately  adjoining  to  the  province 
of  Oude,  and,  from  proximity  of  situation  and  nearness 
of  connexion,  was  likely  to  have  any  intelligence  co»- 
eeming  his  female  relations  from  the  best  authority* 

LXXXIV. 

That  the  resident  Bristow,  on  receiving  this  letter, 
did  apply  to  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Cawn  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  nabob's  intentions,  who  denied  that  the  nabob 
intended  more  than  a  visit  of  duty  and  ceremony ;  which, 
whatever  his  dispositions  might  ^ave  been,  and  probably 
were,  toward  his  own  mother,  was  not  altogether  proba- 
ble, as  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  on  very  bad  terms 
with  the  mother  of  his  father ;  and  it  appears,  that  in- 
tentions of  a  similar  nature  had  been  before  manifested 
even  with  regard  to  his  own  mother,  and  therefore  ob- 
tained the  more  easy  credit  concerning  the  other  woman 
of  high  rank  aforesaid,  especially  as  the  evil  designs  of 
the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  abundantly  known  ;  and  that 
the  said  HastingSi  upon  whom  be  did  wholly  depend,  con- 
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thnied  to  recomiMVid  **  tlie  most  eSectmil,  that  Is,  the 
most  violent  mtaiiB  for  llierecorefy  of  the  smtiH  renmiiii  ^ 
of  bis  extotfed  dmiiabd.-''  Bui  allhongb  it  dode  Tiot  i^ 
pear  that  the  TeMent  did  give  vredit  to  tbe  ieid  report, 
yet  the  eflfect  of  the  same  oH  th^  mimlt  of  the  neiglk 
bouTtog  princes  did  swite  it  proper  iind  necefiaary  to  di« 
rect  a  atrict  inqniry  idIo  tbe^'saiiie,  which  Waa^  not  done ; 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  further  inquiry  wasmaiila 
into  the  true  motives  for  this  projected  journey  to  Fyza- 
bad,  nor  into  the  proceeding  of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  al- 
though the  said  Warren  Hastings  well  knew,  that  all 
the  acta  of  the  nabob  and  his  principal  ministers  ^€te 
cooataotly  attributed  to  biikiv  «h1  that  it  was  known  that, 
secret  agents,  as  well  as  the  eompaay's  regular  ageBl^ 
were  eiqployed  by  him  at  Lotktiow  at^  other  places*     - 


s    • 


LXXXV; 

That  the  said  Hasting,  who  did,  on  pretence  of  the 
majesty  of  justice,  rcfusle  t6  inquire  into  the  charged 
made  upon  the  female  parents  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  m 
jostificdtion  of  the  violence  offered  to  them,  didvoluhfi- 
rily  and  of  his  own  accord,  make  himself  an  accuser  it 
the  resident  Middleton,  for  the  want  of  a  literal  execti* 
tioQ  of  his  orders  hi  the  phns  of  extortion  and  raplnt^ 
aforesaid  ;  the  criminal  natut^,  spirit,  and  tendency  bf 
the  said  proceedings,  for  the  defectrve  execution  of  which 
he  brongnt  the  said  charge,  appearing  in  the  defence  Of 
apology  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  the  resident^  for  hil 
temporary  and  short  forbearances. 

LXXXVI. 

"  Ft  could  not,  I  flatter  myself,  be  termed  a  long  or 
unwarrantable  delay  (two  days)  when  the  importance  of 
the  business,  and  the  peculiar  embarrassments  tiittendtng 
the  prosecution  of  it  to  its  desired  end,  are  considered* 
The  naibob  was  son  to  the  beguto  whom  we  were  to  pro^ 
ceed  agahst ;  a  son  against  a  mother  must  at  least  save 
iippmrdncet  in  his  mode  of  proceeding.  The  prodo<^b 
of  bis  negotiation  was  to  he  received  by  the  company. 
Receiving  a  benefit,  accompanying  the  nabob,  withdrattrJ 
ing  their  protection,  were  circumstances  sufficient  to 
ftiark  the  English  as  the  principal  movers  in  this  tmsi^ 
ncss.    At  a  court,  where  no  opportunity  is  lost  to  throw 
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odium  on  us,  bo  favourable  an  occasion  was  not  missed 
to  persuade  the  nabob  that  we  instigated  him  to  dis  ho- 
nour fai»  family  for  our  benefit.  The  impressions  made 
by  these  suggestions  constantly '  retarded  the  progress, 
•ad  more  than  once  actnally  broke  off  the  business ; 
which  rendered  the  utmost  caution  on  my  part  neces- 
sary, especially  as  I  had  no  assistance  to  expect  from  the 
ministers,  who  could  not  openly  move  in  the  business. 
In  the  east,  it  is  well  known,  that  no  man,  either  by  him- 
self or  his  troops,  can  enter  the  walls  of  a  zenana, 
*  scarcely  in  the  case  of  acting  against  an  open  enemy, 
much  less  of  on  ally; — an  ally  acting  against  his  own 
mother.  The  outer  walla,  and  the  begum's  agents,  were 
sU  that  were  liable  to  immediate  attack ;  they  were 
dealt  with,  and  successfully,  as  the  event  proved.'^  He 
had  before  observed  to  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  correspond- 
ence, what  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  to  be  true,  **  that 
no  further  rigour  than  that  he  had  exerted  could  be  used 
against  females  in  that  country ;  where  force-  could  be 
employed,  it  was  not  spared.  That  the  place  of  conceal- 
ment was  only  known  to  the  chief  eunuchs,  who  could 
not  be  drawn  out  of  the  women's  apartments,  where  they 
had  taken  refuge,  and  from  which,  if  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  storm  them*  they  might  escape ;  and  the 
secret  of  the  money  being  known  ooly  to  them,  it  was 
necessary  to  get  their  persons  into  his  hands,  which 
could  be  obtained  by  negotiation  only."  The  resi- 
dent concluded  bis  defence  by  declaring  his  ''  hope,  that 
if  the  main  object  of  his  orders  was  fulfilled,  he  should 
be  no  longei:  held  criminal  for  a  deviation  from  the  pre* 
ci&e  letter  of  them." 

LXXXVU. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  enter  a  reply  tg 
ibis  answer,  in  support  of  bis  criminal  cltarge,  costiou- 
ing  to  insist,  '*  tlat  his  orders  ought  to  have  been  literally 
obeyed,"  although  he  did  not  deny  4hat  the  above  diffi- 
culties occurred^  and  the  abpv^  consequences  nuist  liave 
been  the  result ;  and  Ikougb  the  reports  of  the  military 
officers,  charged  with  tb^.^i^ecution  of  his  commission, 
confirmed  the  moral  imppssibility,  as  well  as  inutility  in 
point  of  profit,  pf  forcing  a  son  to  greater  violence  and 
ri||our  against  his  mother. 
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LXXXVIII. 

That  the  (^id  HastiDgs,  afler  ill  the  acts  aforesaid^  did 
presume  to  declare  oa  tecord,  in  bis  HiiDute  of  the  23d 
September,  1783,  ^Hhat  whatever  may  happen  of  the 
eventa,  which  he  dreads  id  the  train  of  affairs  now  sub* 
Mtingy  he  shall  at  last  receive  this  consohitioii  under 
them,  that  he  used  his  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  them ; 
and  that  in  the  annals  of  the  nations  oi  India^  which 
have  been  subjected  to  the  British  dominions,  HE  shall 
not  be  remembered  among  iheir  oppressors.^*   And  speak* 
iog  of  certain  alleged  indignities  offered  to  the  nabob  of 
Oude,and  certain  alleged  suspicions  of  his  authoritj  with 
Feg^d  to  the  management  of  his  household,  he  the  saiii* 
Hastings  did,  in  the  said  minute^  endeavour  to  excite  the 
spirit  of  the  British  nation,  severe! j  animadverting  oii' 
such  ofiences,  making  use  of  the  following  terms.     <^  If 
there  be  a  spark  of  generous  virtue  in  the  breasts  of  an^f  * 
of  my  countrymen,  who  shall  be  the  readers  of  this  conn 
Dilation,  this  letter  [a  letter  of  complaint  from  the  na-^ 
bob]  shall  stand  for  an  instrument  to  awaken  it  to  thcr 
call  of  vengeance  against  so  flagitious  an  abuse  of  authe^ 
rity,  and  reproach  to  the  British  name." 


From  her  excellency  the  Bhow  Begum^  to  Mr*  Srisfon^, 

Resident  at  the  Viaier^s  court. 

Thbre  is  no  necessity  to  write  to  you  by  way  of  in^ 
formation  a  detail  of  my  soflTerings.     From  common  re< 
port,  and  the  intelligence  of  those  who  are  about  you,  . 
the  account  of  them  will  have  reached  your  ears :  1  will 
here  relate  a  part  of  them. 

After  the  death  of  Snjah  Dowhh,  most  of  hb  ungrate- 
ful servants  were  constantly  labouring  to  gratify  thei^ 
enmity;  but  finding  from  the  firm  and  sincere  Griend- 
•liip  which  subsisted  between  me  and  the  English,  that 
the  accomplishment  trf  their  put'poses  was  frustrated, 
they  formed  the  design  of  occAsiobin^  a  bi-^ch  in  thaf 
alliance,  to  insure  their  own  success.  '  t  tiiust  acquaint 
you,  that  my  son  Asuf  til  Dowia,  had  fbt^racrly  threat-^ 
ened  to  seize  my  jaghire ;  but  upon  prodncing  the  treaty 
signed  by  you,  and  showing  it  to  Mr;  Middleton,  he  in- 
terfered, and  prevented  the  impending  evil.  The  coty* 
spiration  now  framed  an  accusation  against  me  of  a  con- 
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duct  whicii  I  Lad  never  conceivedi  even  in  idea,  of  ren- 
dering assistance  to  Uajah  Cheit  Sing.  The  particulars 
a^e  aft  folloilr :  Mj  son,  Asuful  Dowia,  and  his  ministers, 
with  troops  and  a  train  of  airtilleryr  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Middieton,  on  the  16th  of  the  month  of  Mohurum,  ar^ 
rived  at  Fjsabad,  and  made  a  demand  of  a  crore  of  ni- 
peei.  As  my  inability  to  pay  so  vast  a  sum  was  ma- 
nifest, I  produced  the  treaty  you  signed  and  gave  me, 
hot  to  no  eflfect ;  their  hearts  were  determined  upon  vi- 
olence. I  offered  my  son,  Asuf  ul  Dowla,  whose  will 
is  dearer  to  me  tlian  all  my  riches,  or  even  life  itself, 
whatever  money  and  goods  I  was  possessed  of ;  but  an 
anricable  adjust  men  t  seemed  not  worth  accepting ;  he  de- 
manded the  delivering  up  the  fort,  and  the  recal  of  the 
troops,  that  were  stationed  for  the  preserving  tiie  peace 
of  the  city.  To  me  tumult  and  discord  appeared  unne- 
cessary. I  gnvc  up  these  points,  u{)on  which  they  seiz- 
ed upon  my  head  eunuchs,  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and  Beliar 
Ally  Cawn,  and  sent  them  to  Mr.  Middleton,  after  hav- 
ing obliged  them  to  sign  a  bond  for  sixty  lacks  of  rupees ; 
they  w6re  thrown  into  prison  with  fetters  about  their 
feet,  and  denied  food  and  water.  I,  who  liad  never,  even 
in  my  dreams,  ex{)erienced  such  an  oppression,  gave  up 
all  I  had,  to  preserve  my  honour  and  dignity :  but  this 
would  not  satisfy  their  demands;  they  charged  me  with 
a  rupee  and  a  half  batta  ujion  each  niohur,  and  on  this 
account  laid  claims  upon  me  to  the  amount  of  ux  lacks 
some  thousand  rupees,  and  sent  Major  Gilpin  to  esuict 
the  payment.  JNiajor  Gilpiu,  according  to  orders,  at 
first  was  importunate ;  but  being  a  man  of  experience, 
and  of  a  benevolent  disposition,  when  he  was  convinced 
of  my  want  of  means,  he  changed  his  conduct,  aud  was 
willing  to  apply  to  the  sliroflfs  and  bankers  to  lend  mc 
the  money.  But,  with  the  loss  of  my  jaghireSi  my  cre- 
dit was  sur)k,  I  could  not  raise  tiie  sum ;  at  last,  feeling 
my  helpless  situation,  I  collected  my  wardrobe  and  fur- 
niture, to  the  amount  of  about  three  lacks  of  rupees, 
beside  fifty  thousand  ru[)ees  which  I  borrowed  from 
one  place  or  other,  and  sent  Major  Giipia  with  it  to 
Lucknow.  IVJ  v  sufferings  did  opt  terminate  here.  The 
disturbances  of  Colonel  Hauny  and  Mr.  Gordon  were 
made  a  pretence  for  seizing  my  jaghire..  The  state 
of  the  matter  is  this ;  when  Colonel  H^nnay  was  by 
Mr.  Hastings  ordered  to .  marclx  to  Benares  during 
the  troubles  of   Cheit  Sipg,    the   Colonel>   fvho    had 
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plandittd  the  whole  tountrrfy  nnis  incapabh  qf  pro- 
ceedingy  from  the  union  of  thousands  of  semmdars^  mho 
had  seised  this  favourable  opportunity;  tbey  barassed 
Mr.  Gordon  iH^r  Junivard,  Und  the  xemindiura  of  that 

£la€e  and  Acberpore  opposed  hi«  march  from  thence,  till 
e  arrived  near  Sanda.  As  the  Sands^  Nutta,  from  iti 
overflowing,  was  difficnlt  to  cross  without  a  boat,  Mf. 
Gordon  sent  to  the  fooadar  to  supply  hia :  he  replied 
the  boats  were  all  in  the  river,  but  would,  accordii^  to 
ordersi  wsist  him  as  soon  as  possible.  &Ir»  Gordon's  si- 
tuation would  not  adroit  of  bis  waiting ;  he  forded  the 
Nutta  upon  his  elephant,  and  was  hospitably  entertained 
and  protected  by  the  fouzdar  for  six  aays.  In  tlie  mean 
time  a  letter  was  received  by  me  frOni  Colonel  Hannay, 
desiring  me  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon  to  Fyzabad.  As  my 
friendship  for  the  English  was  always  sincere,  I  readily 
complied,  and  sent  some  company's  of  nejeebs  to  escort 
Mr.  €rordon  and  all  his  efiects  to  Fyzabad ;  where,  hav* 
ing  provided  for  his  entertainment,  I  effected  his  junc- 
tion with  CSolonel  Hannay.  The  letters  of  thanks  I  rer 
ceived  from  both  these  gentlemen,  upon  this  occasion^ 
are  still  in  my  possession ;  copies  of  which  I  gave  iB, 
charge  to  Major  Gilpin,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  that  he  might  forward  them  to  the  governor  genersJL 
.To  be  brief)  those  who  have  loaded  me  witli  accusations» 
are  now  clearly  convicted  of  falsehood.  But  is  it  not 
extraordinary,  notwithstanding  the  justness  of  my  cauw^ 
that  nobody  relieves  my  misfortunes  ?  Why  did  Maj^ip 
Gilpin  return  without  effect  ? 

My  prayers  have  been  constantly  offered  to  heavea 
for  your  arrival ;  report  has  announced  it ;  for  which  rea- 
son I  have  taken  up  the  pen,  and  request  you  will  not  place 
hnplicit  confidence  in  my  accusers,  but,  weighing  in  Urn 
•cale  of  justice  their  falsehoods  and  my  representations, 
yott  will  exert  your  influence  in  putting  a  period  to  thi^ 
■usfortmies  with  which  I  am  overwhelmed. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colontl  Hannay  to  Jewar  Aily 

Cawn  and  Bahar  Ally  Caivn. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  friendly  lettei^ 
fraught  with  benevolence;  and  whatever  favours  you» 
my  friends,  have  been  {leased  to  confer  respecting  Mr. 
Gordon,  afibrded  me  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Placing  a  firm  reliance  on  your  friendship,  I  am  in  ex- 

VOL.  VI.  [  44  ] 


:M6  articles  of  charge 

peclation  Uiat  the  aforesaid  gentleman,  with  his  baggage, 
will  arrive  at  Fjzabad  in  safety,  that  the  same  may 
oblige  and  afford  satisfaction  to  me. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon  is  enclosed  to  yon— I  am 
in  expectation  of  its  being  enclosed  in  a  cover  to  the 
ROOiil  of  Sdimdity  to  the  end  tliat  the  aumii  may  forward 
ft  to  the  abovementioned  gentleman,  and  procure  his 
ivply.  Whenever  the  answer  arrives,  let  it  be  delivered 
to  Hoolas  Roy,  who  will  forward  it  to  n^e. 

Always  rejoice  me  by  a  few  lines  respecting  yonr 
health.  (Continue  to  honour  me  with  your  correspond 
dence.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jervar  and 

Bahar  Ally  Canm. 

Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends,  remain  iknder  the 
protection  of  God. 

Yonr  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  accompa- 
nied by  an  honorary  letter  from  the  begum  saib,  of  ex- 
alted dignity,  and  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon, 
aent  through  your  hircarahs^  obliged  and  rejoiced  me. 

With  respect  to  what  you  communicate  regarding  your 
■Bot  having  received  an  answer  to  your  friendly  epistle,  I 
became  perfectly  astonished,  as  a  reply  was  written  from 
Mohadree ;  it  may  be  owing  to  the  danger  of  the  road, 
that  it  never  arrived;  not  to  the  smallest  neglect  on 
my  side  (or  of  mine.) 

I  now  send  two  letters  to  you;  one  by  the  dawk 
{leople,  and  the  second  by  one  of  my  hircarahs  (who  will 
present  them  to  you)  which  you  certainly  will  receive. 

I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  pleased  With  the 
friendship  you  have  sliown. 

You  wrote  me  to  remain  perfectly  easy  concerning 
Mr.  Gordon.  Verily,  from  the  kindness  of  you,  my  in- 
dulgent friends,  my  heart  is  qnite  easy.  You  also  ob- 
served and  mentioned,  that  as  Mr.  Gordon's  coming 
with  those  attached  to  him  (probably  his  sepoys  and 
others)  might  be  attended  with  difficulty,  if  I  approved, 
he  should  be  invited  alone  to  Fyzabad.  My  friends,  I 
place  ray  expectation  entirely  upon  your  friendships, 
and  leave  it  to  you  to  adopt  the  manner,  in  which  the 
said  gentleman  may  arrive  in  security,  without  molesta- 
tion, at  Fyzabad ;  but  at  the  same  time,  let  the  plan  be  so 
managed  that  it  may  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  anj 
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semindan ;  in  ihU  case,  yov  are  men  of  disceromeDt 
HbwftFer,  he  ia  to  come  to  Fjrvbad ;  extend  yeur  M^ 
aifltance  and  endeavoars.  "^  -* 

-  It  ia  nrolmblck  that  the  bepini  aaib,  of  high  dignity^lmi 
received  autheoMc  iiitelligeoce  from  the  camfkat  Beotna. 
Favour  me  with  the  conteofe  orpurporl. 

From  Air.  Gorden^a  letter^  i  undentand  that  IStza 
Imaiim  B^hf  whom  you  deapatched  thither  (Saumkt) 
has,  and  atili  contiouea  to  pay,  great  attention  U»?|Im 
gentiemaa.;  which  aflbrds  me  great  pleaaare. 

An  answer  to  the  begum's  letter  ia  to  he  presented* 
I  also  send  a  letter  for  Mr.  Gordon,  which  please  to  for- 
ward. 

An  address  from  Colonel  Hantwy  to  the  begunu ' 

Begum  Saiby  of  exalted  dignify  and  generosity,  &g, 
whom  God  preserve. 

Your  exalting  letlert  fraught  with  grace  and  benArp- 
Ieuce»  .that  through  your  unbounded  generosity  and  good* 
ness  waftient  through  grace  and  favour,  1  had  the  hoDeor 
to  receive  in  a  fortunate  moment ;  and  wllateveryotf  iMsro 
pleased  to  write  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  ^  that  at  this 
time  the  short-sighted  and  deluded  ryots  had  carried 
their  disturbances  and  ravages  beyond  all  bounds,  %r. 
Gordon's  coming  with  his  whole  people  (or  adfaer«ftfts> 
ought  be  attended  with  difficulty ;  and  therefiotre.  If  I 
chose,  he  should  be  invited  to  come  alone**'  Now^ta 
your  highness  is  the  best  judge,  your  faithful  servant  ft- 
|KNieth  h»  most  unbounded  hopes  and  expectation  uson 
your  highoess,  that  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Gordon  may  arnvO' 
at  Fyadbad  without  any  apprehension  or  danger.  {  dftall 
be  then  extremely  honoured  and  obliged. 

Considering  me  in  the  light  of  a  firm  and  faithful  ser- 
vant, continue  to  honour  and  exalt  me  by  your  letters. 

What  furtlier'can  1  say  ? 

A  copy  of  an  Address  from  Mr.  Gordon  to  the  Begttm. 

Begum  Baib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosKy,  wheoi 
God  preserve. 

Alter  presenting  the  usual  professions  of  servitude^ 
&c.  in  the  customary  manner  my  address  is  presented* 

Your  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  thejietition  of  y#ur 
servant  from  Oooodab,  exalted  me.    From  the  conteiitSi^ 
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I  became  unspeakably  impreaaed  with  the  hosovr  it  oqch 

'    ferred.     May  th^  AUoighty  protect.  4hat  royai  pprityv 

and  bestow  happiaess,  increase  of  wealth,  and  prosperity* 

The  welfare  of  your  servant  is  entu^ly '4>wing  to  your 
fiivoor  and  benevolence,  A  few  days  have  elapsed  ainco 
I  arrived  at  Ooondah  with  the  Colonel  Saib*       . 

fbis  is  presented  for  your  highnefis'a  bifiMrmalioB.  I 
cheriah  hopes  from  your  generosity,  that  ooMideriog  me 
in  the  light  of  one  of  your  servants,  always  continue  to 
exalt  and  hoxK>ur  me  with  jrour  gracious  letters. 

Iflay  the  sun  of  prosperity  continually  ahine^ 


Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mohammed  Jewar  Ally  Catvn  and 
Bahfitr  Ally  Catvn,  from  Ilr*  Gordon. 

Sirs,  my  indulgent  friends, 
Bemain  under,  &c.  &c. 

After  compliments.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint 
you,  that  yesterday  having  taken  leave  of  you,  I  passed 
the  night  at  Noorgunge,  and  next  morning  about  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock,  through  your  favour  and  benevolence,  ar- 
rived safe  at  Goondah ;  Mur  Aboo  Buksh,  zemindar,  and 
jQf  or  Rustum  Ally,  accompanied  me. 

To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of  you,  my 
beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme  Being,  for  this  be- 
nign, compassionate,  humane  action,  have  you  in  hia 
keeping,  and  increase  your  prosperity,  and  speedily 
grant  me  the  pleasure  of  an  interview.  Until  which 
time  continue  to  favour  me  with  friendly  letters,  and 
oblige  me  by  any  commands  in  my  power  to  execute. 

BJay  your  wishes  be  ever  crowned  with  success ! 

My  compliments,  &c.  Sec.  &c. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  U)  Jewar  Ally 

Catvn  and  Bahar  Ally  Catvn. 

Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends, 
Kemain  under  the  protection  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

After  compliments  and  signifying  my  earnest  desire  of 
1^  interview,  I  address  you. 

Tour  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  receive  in  a  propitious  hour,  and  your  inex- 
l^r^ibl^  kindness  in  sending  for  Mur  Nassar  Ally  wltk 
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a  force  to  Tamdmy  for  tbe  porpoM  of  crniaudiDg  Mr.'  ' 
Ck>rdoB  wiUi'dl  hb^baggage,  wIk>  k  flow  arrfred  at  Fytk"'  " 
b?d-  ; 

Tint  efwt  liM  allk^ded  loe' the  UMMt  exca(s9f^pl^ 
care  fod  aatUactioti.    Maj  tbe  Omntpotenoei  nk^nre'\' 
you,  my  steadfast  firm  frieads;    The  pen  of  fmiMbhia"  ^ 
Itself  caDOot  luflkientty  express  jxmr  generosity  anq  , 
beoevdeace,  and  that  dT  the  begmnof  h^h  dignity, wbqi*'' 
so  graobusly  has  interested  herself  in  this  maher.    En-  '^' 
closed  is  an  address  for  her,  whfch  please  to  f<Hirafd.'  T  ^  * 
hope  from  your  friendship  until  we  meet, -yon 'will  t&^ 
tinue  to  honour  me  with  an  account  of  your  health  an4 
welfare.    What  further  can  I  writ^  ? 

^  ■      •,•■■/- 
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V.  REVOLUTIONS  IN  FARRUCKABAD, 


I. 

That  a  prioce  called  Ahmed  Khan  was  of  a  fiusily 
amongst  the  most  diBthiguhfaed  in  Hindostan,  and  of  a 
nation  famous  through  that  empire  for  its  vah>ur  in  ac- 
quiring,  and  its  palicy  and  prudence  in  well  goFaniing 
tne  territories  it  had  acquired,  called  the  Patans  of 
Afghauns,  of  which  the  Rohillas  were  a  branch.  The 
said  Ahmed  KhUn  had  fixed  his  residence  in  the  city  of 
Farruckabad,  and  in  the  first  wars  of  this  nation  in  India 
the  said  Ahmed  Kh&n  attached  himself  to  the  company 
against  Bujah  Dowla,  then  an  enemy,  now  a  dependant 
on  that  company.  Ahmed  Khftn,  toward  the  close  of 
his  life,  was  dispossessed  of  a  large  part  of  his  dominions 
by  the  prevalence  of  the  Mahratta  power;  but  his  son, 
a  minor,  succeeded  to  his  pretensions,  and  to  the  remain- 
der of  his  dominions.  The  Mahrattas  were  expelled  by 
Bujah  Ul  Dowla,  the  late  vizier,  who,  finding  a  want  of 
the  services  of  the  son  and  successor  of  Ahmed  KhlLn^ 
called  Mouzafier  Jung,  did  not  only  guaranty  him  in  the 
possession  of  what  he  then  actually  held,  but  engaged  to 
restore  all  the  other  territories  which  had  be^n  occupied 
by  the  Mahrattas :  and  this  was  confirmed  by  repeated 
treaties  and  solemn  oaths  by  the  late  vizier  and  by  the 
present ;  but  neither  the  late  nor  the  present  vizier  ful- 
filled their  engagements,  or  observed  their  oaths:  the 
former  having  withheld  what  he  stipulated  to  restore, 
and  the  latter  not  only  subjecting  him  to  a  tribute, 
instead  of  restoring  him  to  what  his  father  had  unjustly 
withheld,  but,  having  made  a  further  invasion  by  depri- 
ving him  of  fifteen  of  his  districts,  levying  the  tribute 
of  the  whole  on  the  little  that  remained,  and  putting  the 
•mall  remains  of  his  territory  under  a  sequestrator  or 
collector  appointed  by  Almas  Ali  Khan,  who  did  griev- 
ously afflict  and  oppress  the  prince  and  territory  afore- 
said. 

That  the  hardships  of  his  case  being  frequently  re- 
presented to  Warren  Hastings,  £<s(]^.  he  did  suggest  a 
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doubt,  whether  <<  that  little  onght  to  be  still  subject  to 
tribute,"  indicatitig  that  the  said  tribute  might  be  hard 
and  inequitable  ;  but  whatever  its  justice  might  hate 
beeui  that  *^  from  the  earliest  period  of  our  connexioa 
with  the  present  nabob  of  Oude,  it  had  invariably  con- 
tinned  a  part  of  the  funds  assigned  by  his  excellency  aa 
a  provision  for  the  liquidation  of  the  several  public  de* 
mands  of  this  government  (Calcutta)  upon  him ;  and 
in  consequence  of  the  powers  the  board  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  vest  in  the  resident  at  hb  court,  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  company's  assignments,  a  sezauwil  (a  seques- 
trator) has  always  been  stationed  to  enforce,  oy  evjerj* 
means  in  his  power,  the  payment  of  the  tribute."  Aim 
the  said  tribute  was,  in  consequence  of  this  arrangemeot^ 
not  paid  to  the  nabob,  but  to  the  British  resident  at 
Oude ;  and  the  same  being  therefore  under  the  directioD^ 
and  for  the  sole  use  of  the  company,  and  indeed  the 
prince  himself  wholly  dependant,  the  representatives  of 
the  said  company  were  responsible  for  the jprotectioQ  of 
the  prince,  and  for  the  good  gpvemment  oi  flie  country^ 

IL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  22d  dt 
May,  1780,  represent  to  the  board  of  Calcutta  tlie  con- 
dition of  the  said  country,  in  the  following  manner : 

"  To  the  total  want  of  all  order,  regularity,  or  au^ 
ihorUjf  in  bis  government  (the  Farruckabad  government 
among  other  obvious  causes  it  may,  no  doubt,  be  owtii^ 
that  the  country  of  Farruckabad  is  become  an  almoit 
entire  waste,  wHliotU  cuUivalion  or  inliabitants  ;  that  the 
capital,  which,  but  a  very  short  time  ago,  was  distinguish^ 
ed  as  one  of  the  most  populous  and  opulent  commercial 
cities  in  Uindostan,  at  present  exhibits  nothing  bitf 
scenes  of  the  most  wretched  poverty,  desolation,  and 
misery  :  and  the  nabob  lumself,  though  in  possession  qTs 
tract  of  country  which,  with  only  common  care,  is.iuh 
toriously  capable  of  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of  be« 
tween  thirty  and  forty  lacks  (Irliree  or  four  hundred 
thousand  pounds)  with  no  military  establishment  to 
fnainlain,  scarcely  commanding  the  means  of  hare  s^b'' 
sisience.^*  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  taking  loto 
consideration  the  said  state  of  the  Country  and  its  priacp^ 
and  that  the  latter  had  preferred  frequent  complainb 
(which  complaints  the  said  Hastings  to  that  time  did  nol 
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Iky  before  tbe  board,  as  his  daty  required)  of  the  hari- 
ships  and  indignities  to  which  he  is  subjected  by  the 
conduct  of  the  sezauwil  (sequestrator)  stationed  in  the 
coontrj  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  annual  tribute^ 
irhich  be  is  bound  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  sowbah  of 
Dade  -/'  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  declare  him- 
self **  extremely  desirous,  as  well  from  motives  of  com- 
numjusiicej  as  due  regard  to  the  rank  which  thai  chief 
holds  among  tlie  princes  of  Hindostany  of  affording  him 
relief.'*  And  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  the 
means  of  the  said  relief,  did>  with  the  consent  of  the 
board,  order  the  said  native  sequestrator  to  be  removed, 
mod  an  English  resident,  a  servant  of  the  company,  to  be 
i^pointed  in  his  room,  declaring  **  he  understood  a  local 
interference  to  be  indispensably  necessary  for  realizing 
the  vizier's  just  demands." 

* 

III. 

Vbat  the  said  native  sequestrator  being  withdrawn^ 
ttd  a  resident  appointed,  no  complaint  whatever,  con- 
cerning the  collection  of  the  revenue,  or  of  any  indigni- 
tiea  offered  to  the  prince  of  the  country,  or  oppression 
of  his  subjects  by  the  said  resident,  was  made  to  the  su- 
perior council  at  Calcutta  ;  yet  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
taiff^  did,  nevertheless^  in  a  certain  paper  purporting  to 
be  a  treaty  made  at  Chunar  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  on 
the  10th  of  September,  1781,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
nabob,  consent  to  an  article  therein,  *'  that  no  English 
resident  be  appointed  to  Parruckabad,  and  that  the  pre- 
■ent  be  recalled ;"  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  know- 
li^  that  the  nabob  of  OuJe  was  ill  affected  toward  the 
aaki  nat)ob  of  Parruckabad,  and  that  he  was  already  sup- 
fdted  to  have  oppressed  him,  did  justify  liis  conduct  on 
the  principles,  and  in  the  words  following :  <<  thai  if  the 
nabob  Mozaffer  Jung  must  endure  oppression,  {and  I 
dure  not  at  this  lime  propose  his  total  relief,)  it  concerns 
Ibe  repdtation  of  our  government  to  remove  our  pnrtici- 
fatian  in  it.^'  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  making, 
recording,  and  acting  upon  the  first  of  the  said  false  and 
iDhnman  suppositions,  most  scandalous  to  this  nation, 
ttonely,  that  princes  paying  money  wholly  for  the  use  of 
the  company,  and  directly  to  its  agent,  for  the  mainte- 
iHUice  of  British  troops,  by  whose  force  and  power  the 
wid  revenue  was  in  effect  collected,  must  of  necessit  j 
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eAdure  cfuprefMioa,  4nd  that  our  goTeromeot  ml  any , 
dare  not  propose.  Ib^r  tqUd  nAkf^  vaa  an  higb  oAace 
and  misd^ji^nar  in  the  $aid  Wacveq  Hastings,  "andntlie 
rather, .  bBoatiaa  iq  ^e 'said,  treat}!;  as  well  es  before;  tasd 
after,  tha,  said  IBCMtinpi  Mb»  j^eleoded  not  to  davo<ii> 
relieve  those  ppfireised  by  the  dabbb  ^:  Oade^  did*«N 
aoine  a  conraletei.aiilhdyrity  otec  the  jsdd  nabob  hiaaMdf. 


opiMis  Atai^ 
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l^hat  tWaeoond  prhicrata,  assumed  b^  tba  AM  Whr* 
rev  Hastings  aa  grooDd  for  vtdutttartly  abandoningif^ 
protectioa^  of-  Ibose  ^whbm  he  -bid  beibre  *  undertaked  to 
relieve  an  the  sole  strength  df  Maoiim  mcttorify^  antf'ln 
liill  Confidence  of  the  lawful  foundation  thereof,  and  for 
delivering  over  the  person  so  taken  into  protecttoUi  tinder 
false  names  and  pretended  descriptioos,  to  known  opprea- 
aion,  aasertuig,  that  the  repatation  of  the  company  waa 
aaved  bj  removing  this  af^parent  participation,  when  the 
oev»  aa  w^ll  aa  the  old  arrangedienta  were  truly  and  sab- 
atantially  acts  of  thu  British  governitaeat,  was  didngieiilh 
ou%  deceitfiil,  and  used  to  cover  unjustifiable  dea^^ 
ainee  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well  knew,  that  attep- 
pressions,  eiercised  by  the  nab>b  of  Oude,  were  aoMy, 
and  in  this  inatance  particularly,  upheld  by  British  force, 
apd  w^re  imputed  to  this  nation ;  and  because  he  him- 
aelC  io  not  more  than  three  days  after  the  esecutioik:  of 
this  treaty,  and.  in  vurtue  thereof,  did  direct  the  BritlAi 
leaident  at  Oude  in  ordera  io  which  he  required  km 
most  i$nplicU  obedimce^  **  that  the  ministera  (the  nabob 
of  Oude'a  miniaterB)  are  to  choose  all  anmils  and  coUoO'*^ 
tors  of  revenue  with  your  concurrence/'  And  the  die* 
lianoor  to  the  compaqy  in  thus  deceitfully  concurriiqj.iii 
oppression,  which  they  were  able  and  were  bound  to  fie^ 
vent,  is  much  aggravated  by  the  said  Warren  HaatugsT 
receivmg  from  the  person,  to  whose  <Mipreasion  he  biidl 
delivered  the  said  prince,  aa  a  private  gift  or  dooatiob  to 
himself  and  for  his.  own  use,  a  aqm  of  money  anKmatiK 
to  one  hundred  .thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  whieiE 
m^t  give  just  grouf^d  of  suspicion,  that  the saidgpft 
from  the  oppressor  to  the  person,  surrendering  the  psi^ 
son  injureo  to  his  mercy,' might  have  had  sota^  ahavaio 
the  said  criminal  transaction.  r :  ^ 

VOL.  VI.  {  4^  1 
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V. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastinga  did  (in  the  paper  jus 
tUying  the  said  surrender  of  the  prince,  put  by  himseli' 
vnder  the  protection  of  the  East  India  company)  assert, 
'^  that  it  was  a  fact,  that  the  nabob  Muzzattor  Jung  (the 
nabob  of  Farrockabad)  is  equally  urgent  with  the  nabob 
yizier  for  the  removal  of  a  resident,"  without  producing, 
as  he  ought  to  have  done,  any  document  to  prove  his  im- 
probable assertion,  namely,  his  assertion  that  the  oppress- 
ed prince  did  apply  to  his  known  enemy  and  oppressor, 
the  nabob  of  Oude  (who,  if  he  would,  was  not  able  to  re- 
lieve him  against  the  will  of  the  English  government) 
rather  than  to  that  English  government,  which  he  must 
have  conceived  to  be  more  impartial,  to  which  he  had 
made  his  former  complaint,  and  which  was  alone  able  to 
relieve  him. 

VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  said  writing, 
did  further  convey  an  insinuation  of  an  ambiguous,  but, 
on  any  construction,  of  a  suspicious  and  dangerous  im- 
port, viz.  "  it  is  a  fact,  that  Mr.  Shee's  (the  resident's) 
authority  over  the  territory  of  Farruckabad  is  in  itself 
aa  much  subversive  of  that  {of  the  lawful  rulers)  as  that 
of  the  vizier's  aumil  (collector)  ever  was,  and  is  the  more 
opgresslvej  as  the  power  from  whence  it  is  derived  is 
greater."  The  said  assertion  proceeds  upon  a  supposi- 
tion of  the  illegality  both  of  the  nabob's  and  the  compa- 
ny's government;  all  consideration  of  the  title  to  autho- 
nty  being  therefore,  on  that  supposition,  put  out  of  the 
question,  and  the  whole  turning  only  upon  the  exercise  of 
authority,  the  said  Hastings'  suggestion,  that  the  op- 
pression of  government  must  be  in  proportion  to  its 
power,  is  the  result  of  a  false  and  dangerous  principle, 
and  such  as  it  is  criminal  for  any  person,  intrusted  with 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  men,  to  entertain,  much  more 
mibiicly  to  profess  as  a  rule  of  action,  as  the  same  hath  a 
direct  tendency  to  make  the  new  and  powerful  govern- 
pent  of  this  kingdom  in  India  dreadfnl  to  the  natives, 
and  odious  to  the  world.  But  if  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings did  mean  thereby  indirectly  to  insinuate,  that  op- 
pressions had  been  actually  exercised  under  the  British 
atithority,  he  was  bound  to  inquire  into  these  oppressions, 
and  to  animadvert  on  the  person  guilty  of  the  same^  if 
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proof  thereof  ccmid  be  hrd;  and  the  more,  as  the  antho- 
rity  was  given  bj  himself,  and  the  person  exercising  it 
was  by  himself  also  named.  And  the  said  Warren  Km- 
tings  did,  on  anotb<!^occ&sion,  assert,  that  '<  whether  they 
were  well  or  ill  fonnti^i  lie  neter  had  an  opportunity  to 
aswortain."  Bnt  it  is  hdMW  ^at  the  said  Hastingii  did 
or  could  want  such  opportunity ;  the  fact  being,  that  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  never  cause  any  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  any  supposed  abuses,  during  the  said  reriden-  .  ^ 
cy ;  but  di<.!  give  a  pension  of  fifteen  hundred  poundi  a 
year  to  the  said  late  resident,  as  a  compensation  to  hilii 
for  an  injury  received,  and  did  afterwards  promote  the 
resident,  as  a  faithful  servant  of  the  company,  (and  no- 
thing appears  to  show  him  otherwise)  to  a  judicial  ofltee 
of  high  trust ;  thereby  taking  away  all  credit  from  tay 
grounds  asserted  or  insinuated  by  the  said  Hastings  for 
delivering  the  said  nabob  of  Farruckabad  to  the  hand  of 
a  known  enemy  and  oppressor,  who  had  already,  contrary 
to  repeated  treaties,  deprived  him  of  a  large  part  of  hb 
territories* 

VIL 

That  on  the  said  Warren  Hastings'  representation  vt 
the  transaction  aforesaid  to  the  court  of  airectors,  they 
did  heavily  and  justly  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastiqgl 
for  the  same,  and  did  convey  their  censure  to  him^  re- 
commending relief  to  the  suffering  prince,  but  without 
any  order  for  sending  a  new  resident ;  being,  as  it  may 
be  supposed,  prevented  from  takiog  that  step  by  tl|e 
faith  ol  the  treaty  made  at  Chunar. 

VIIL 

That  all  the  oppressions,  foreseen  by  him  the  laid 
Warren  Hastings,  when  he  made  the  article  aforesaid  in 
the  treaty  of  Chunar,  did  actually  happen;  for,  imme- 
diately on  the  removal  of  the  British  resident,  the  country 
of  Farruckabad  was  subjected  to  the  discretion  of  a  cer- 
tain native  manager  of  revenue,  called  Almas  Ali  Khirt, 
who  did  impoverish  and  oppress  the  country,  and  insatt 
the  prince,  and  did  deprive  him  of  all  subsistence  from* 
his  own  estates ;  taking  from  him  even  his  gardens  and 
the  tombs  of  his  ancestors,  and  the  funds  for  maintaining 
the  same* 
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Tbati  on  complaint  of  those  proceediDgs,  the  said  Hag* 
tioip  did,  of  his  own  authority,  and  without  communica* 
tiog  with  his  council,. 4>r^ct  the  native  collector  afore- 
mid  to  be  remoTed,  and  the  territory  of  Farruckabad  to 
be  left  to  the  sole  management  of  its  natural  pripce.  But 
in  a  short  time  the  said  Hastings,  pretending  to  receive 
manycomplaints,  purporting  that  the  tribute  to  the  nabob 
remained  wholly  unpaid,  and  the  agent  to  the  prince  of 
Farruckabad  at  the  presidency,  and  afterwards  chief 
manager  to  the  prince  aforesaid,  having,  as  the  said  War- 
Ten  Ifastings  saith,  ^^  had  the  insolence  to  propagate  a  re- 
port, that  the  inierferencey  to  which  his  master  owed  the 
|>ower  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchased  through  him,"  he 
the  said  Hastings  did  again  (but,  as  before,  without  the 
council)  "  withdraw  his  protection  and  interference  alto- 
gether" on  or  about  the  month  of  August,  1782,  and  did 
idgnify  his  resolution,  through  the  resident  Middletoo, 
to  the  nabob  vizier.  But  the  said  Hastings  aaserta,  that 
<*  the  consequence  of  this  his  own  second  dereliction  of 
the  prince  of  Farruckabad  was  an  aggravated  renewal  of 
the  severities  exercised  against  his  government,  and  the 
^reappointment  pf  ^  sezawal(,  with  powers  delegated  or 
assumed,  to  the  tUter  extinction  of  the  rights  of  Muzufier 
JTung,  and  actually  depriving  him  of  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence." And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive,  on  the  16th 
of  February^  1783,  from  the  prince  aforesaid^  a  bitter 
^mplaint  pf  the  same  to  the  following  tenour : 

^*  The  miseries  which  have  fallen  upon  my  country, 
and  the  poverty  and  distress  which  hare  been  heaped 
Vpon  me  by  the  reappointment  of  the  sizzawaul  are  such, 
that  a  relation  of  them  wpuld,  I  am  convinced,  excite 
the  strongest  feelings  of  compassion  in  your  breast.  But 
it  is  impossible  to  relate  then^:  on  pne  side,  n^  country 
ruined  and  uncultivated,  tp  a  degree  of  desolation  which 
exceeds  all  descriptiop  ;  on  the  other,  my  domestic  con- 
cerns and  connections  involved  in  stick  a  state  of  dis- 
tress and  horror^  thai  even  the  relations^  tlie  children^  and 
the  wives  of  my  fatlieTi  are  starvitig  in  want  of  daily 
breads  and  are  on  the  point  of  flying  voluntary  exiles 
from  their  country^  and  from  each  other.^* 

But  although  the  said  Hastings  did,  on  the  16th  of 
February,  receive  and  admit  the  justice  of  the  said  cora- 
plaioti  and  did  not  deny  the  urgent  necessity  of  re(jtre8& 
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the  said  letter  contuning  the  following  sentence :  *^  if 
there  should  be  any  dday  in  your  acceptance  of  this  pro- 
posalf  my  exisienee  and  Ou  existence  of  my  family  wUt 
become  diffijc\dt  and  dotib(/tii  ;''<^-«nd  although  hedM 
admit  the  interference  to  be  the  more  urgently  demanded^ 
**as  the  services  of  the  English  troops  ba^e'  been  added 
to  enforce  the  authority  of  the  sezawall,*'  and  althoof^ 
he  admits  also,  that  even  before  that  time  similar  com* 

E taints  and  applications  had  been  made,  yet  he  did  witb- 
old  the  said  letter  of  complaint,  a  minute  of  which  1m 
asserts  he  had,  at  or  about  that  time,  prepared  for  tbe' 
relief  of  the  sufierer,  from  the  board  of  council)  and  did 
not  so  nmch  as  propose  any  thing  relative  to  the  saoM 
for  seven  OM>nths  after,  viz.  until  the  6th  of  October, 
1783;  the  said  letter  and  minute  being,  as  he  asserti^ 
'^  withhM  from  causes  not  necessary  to  mention  froai 
presentation."  By  which  means  the  said  country  aad 
prince  did  suffer  a  long  continuance  of  unnecessary  hard- 
ship, for  which  the  said  Hastings  confessed  it  was  hit 
duty  to  relieve  them,  and  that  a  British  resident  wat 
necessary  at  Farruckabad  <<  from  a  sense  of  submission 
to  the  implied  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  in  their 
letter  of  1789,  lately  received,  added  to  the  contric/um  / 
Ime  WNO  SINCE  entertained  of  the  necessUy  ef 
suck  an  appointment  for  the  preservation  of  our  natumal 
credit^  and  the  means  of  r^cuing  an  ancient  and  respects 
able  fomily  from  ruin^" 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  length  perfoma 
what  he  thought  had  long  since  t>e.en  necessary,  and  ia 
contradiction  to  his  engagements  with  the  nabob  in  the 
treaty  of  Chunar;  and  against  his  strong  remonstranceSf 
urging  his  humiliation  from  this  measure  and  the  faith  of  thtt 
agreement,  and  against  his  own  former  declaration,  that' 
it  concerned  the  reputation  of  our  government  to  remove 
our  participation  in  the  oppressions,  which  he,  the  said 
Hastings,  supposed  the  pnnce  of  Farruckabad  must  im* 
dergo,did  once  more  recommend  to  the  council  a  Britisli 
resident  at  Farruckabad,  and  the  withdrawing  the  natjivo 
aesawall:  no  course  being  left  to  the  said  Hastings  to 
take,  which  was  not  a  violation  of  some  eng^ment,  and 
a  contradiction  to  some  principle  of  justice  and  policy  by 
him  delit>erateiy  advanced  and  entered  on  record. 

That  Mr.  Willes  being  appointed  resident,  and  having 
arrived  at  Farruckabad  on  the  25th  of  February,  1784, 
with  instruct bnp  to  inquire  minutely  intb  the  state  eif 
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the  country  and  the  ruling  family,  he,  the  said  resident 
Willes,  in  obedience  thereto,  did  fully  explain  to  him, 
the  governor  general,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  (he 
being  then  out  of  the  company's  provinces,  at  Lucknovr, 
on  a  delegation,  which  respected  this  very  country  as 
pftrt  of  the  dependencies  of  Oude)  the  situation  of  the 
province  of  Farruckabad  ;  but  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
md  not  take  or  recommend  any  measure  whatsoever  for 
Ae  relief  thereof,  in  consequence  of  the  said  representa- 
tion ;  nor  even  communicate  to  the  council  general  the 
laid  representation ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  28th  of 
June,  1783,  that  is,  sixteen  months  from  the  arrival  of 
the  resident  at  his  station,  that  any  thing  was  laid  before 
the  board  relative  to  the  regulation  or  relief  of  the  dis- 
tressed country  aforesaid,  and  that,  not  from  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  but  from  other  members  of  the  coun- 
cil ;  which  purposed  neglect  of  duty,  joined  to  the  pre- 
ceding wilTuI  delay  of  seven  months  in  proposing  the  said 
relief  originally,  caused  near  two  years  delay.  And  the 
mid  Warren  Hastings  is  further  culpable  in  not  commu* 
iricating  to  the  council  board  the  order,  which  he  had, 
of  his  own  authority,  and  without  any  powers  from  them, 
given  to  the  said  resident  Willes,  and  did  thereby  pre- 
Tent  them  from  taking  such  steps  as  might  counteract 
the  ill  effects  of  the  said  order ;  which  order  purported 
that  the  said  Willes  was  not  to  interfere  with  the  nabob 
of  Farruckabad's  government,  for  the  regulation  of 
which  he  was  in  effect  appointed  to  the  residency;  de* 
claringas  follows :  "  I  rely  much  on  your  moderation  and 
good  judgment,  which  I  hope  will  enable  you  to  regulate 
your  condact  towards  the  nabob  and  his  servants  in  such 
«  manner,  that,  without  interfering  in  tlie  executive  part 
of  his  government^  you  may  render  him  essential  service 
by  your  council  and  advice**^  And  this  restriction  the 
said  Hastings  did  impose,  which  totally  fnistrated  the 
purpose  of  the  resident's  mission,  though  he  well  knew, 
and  had  frequently  stated,  the  extreme  imbecility  and 
weakness  of  the  said  nabob  of  Farrnckabad,  and  his  sub- 
jection to  unworthy  servants.  And  in  the  minute  of 
consultation,  upon  which  he  founded  the  appointment, 
he  did  state  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad  *^  as  a  weak  and 
unexperignced  yoinig  man,  wIh)  had  abandoned  himself 
entirely  to  the  discretion  of  his  servants ;  and  the  restora- 
tion of  his  independence  was  followed  by  a  total  breach 
of  the  engagements  he  had  promised  to  fulfil,  attended 
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by  pointed  instances  of  contumacy  and  disrespect.*' 
Aucl  in  the  said  minute  the  said  Hastings  adds,  (as  before 
mentioned,)  his  principal  servant  and  manager  had  propa^ 
gated  a  report,  that  the  *'  interfermce^  (namely,  his  th^ 
said  Hastings'  interference)  to  which  his  master  owed 
the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchased  by  him,''  the 
principal  servant  aforesaid :  yet  he,  the  said  Hastings* 
who  had  assigned  od. record  the  character  of  the  said 
nabob,  and  the  conduct  of  his  servants,  and  the  aforesaid 
report  of  his  principal  servant,  so  highly  disbonourablo 
to  him  the  said  Hastings,  as  reasons  for  taking  away  thct 
independency  of  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  the 
subjectins  him  to  the  oppression  of  the  nabob  of  Oude'a 
oflElcer  Almar  Ali,  did  again  establish  the  pretended  in- 
dependence of  the  said  prince  of  Farruckabad,  and  the 
real  independence  of  his  corrupt  and  perfidious  servant^ 
not  against  the  nabob  of  Oude,  but  against  a  British  resi^ 
dent  appointed  by  himself  ("  as  a  character  eminently 
qualified  for  such  a  charge")  for  the  correction  of  those 
evils,  and  for  rendering  the  prince  aforesaid  an  useibl 
ally  to  the  company,  and  restoring  his  dominiona  to  ordef 
andjplenty* 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  only  disable  the  resf« 
dent  at  Farruckabad  by  his  said  prohibitory  letter,  but 
did  render  his  very  remaining  at  all  in  that  station  per^ 
fectly  precarious  by  a  subsequent  letter  rendering  hioRl 
liable  to  dismission  by  the  vizier — thereby  changing  ihiS'. 
tenure  of  the  resident's  office,  and  changing  him  from  s 
minister  of  the  company,  dependant  on  the  governor 
general  in  council,  to  a  dependant  upon  an  unresponsible 

Eower;  in  this  also  acting  without  the  council,  and  b/ 
is  own  usurped  authority :  and  accordingly  the  resident 
did  declare  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  April,  1785y 
^  that  the  situation  of  the  country  was  mart  distressful 
than  when  he  (the  prince  of  Farruckabad)  addressed 
faimself  for  relief  in  1783,  and  that  he  was  sorry  to  say 
that  his  appointment  at  Farruckabad  was  of  no  use.'* 
That  though  the  old  tribute  could  not  be  paid,  owing  tir 
famine  and  other  causes,  it  was  increased  by  a  new  impo*' 
aition,  making  the  whole  equal  the  entire  gross  produce 
of  the  revenue ;  that  therefore  there  will  not  be  *'  any 
thing  for  the  subsistence  of  the  mtbob  andfamilyy  And 
the  uncles  of  the  said  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  the  brethren 
of  the  late  Ahmed  Khan  (who  had  rendered  important 
services  to  the  company)  and  their  children,  in  a  jietitkMf 
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to  tte  reridenty  represented,  that  soon  after  th#  tuj* 
eoMion  of  Moinaffer  Jui^  **  their  misery  commenced. 
The  jaj^ires,  (lands  and  estates,)  on  which  they  sub^ 
kbted,  were  disallowed.  Onr  distress  is  great,  we  have 
neither  clothes  nor  food.  Though  we  fislt  hurt  at  the 
idea  of  explahui^our  situation,  yet^  could  we  have  found 
•  mode  of  conveyance,  we  would  have  proceeded  to  Cal- 
cutta for  redress.  The  scarcity  of  grain  this  season  is 
u  additional  misfortune.  With  difficulty  we  support 
lite.  From  your  presence  without  the  provinces  we 
espect  relief.    It  is  not  the  custom  0f  the  company  to 

Srive  the  lemindars  and  jaghnrdars  of  the  means  of 
listence.    To  your  justice  we  look  up.'' 

This  being  the  situation  of  the  person  and  family  of 
the  nabob  of  Famickabad  and  his  nearest  relations,  tho 
■tate  of  the  country  and  its  capital,  prevented  from  all 
velief  by  the  said  Warren  Hastmgs,  is  described,  in  the 
Mowing  words,  by  the  resident  Willes  t 

^  Almas  Ali  has  taken  the  pergunnah  of  Marara  at  a 
twy  inadequate  rent,  and  his  aumils  have  seized  many 
adjacent  villages:  the  pergunnahs  of  Cocutmow  and 
JSouje  are  constantly  plundered  by  his  people.  The  col* 
•  lection  of  the  gants  near  Futty  Ghur  has  been  seiied  by 
file  viner's  cutwal,  and  the  zeihindars  in  four  pergunnahtt 
ave  so  refractory  ate  to  have  fortified  themselves  in  their 
gurries,  and  to  refuse  all  payments  of  revenue.  This  is 
the  state  of  the  per^nnimhs ;  and  Farruekabad^  wkicli 
was  once  ike  uat  of  ^reai  optiknce  and  trade^  is  now 
'  dmily  destrttd  by  Us  imabiianis  ;  its  walls  fnaulderir^ 
mmay^  wUhout  police^  wUhaui  protection  ;  exposed  to  the 
d^edations  cfa  banditti  of  two  or  thru  himdred  rob- 
ho'Sf  whOf  night  after  nighty  enter  it  for  plunder f  murder* 
im^  all  who  oppose  them.  The  ruin  tfiat  has  overtaken 
Uns  country  is  not  to  be  wondered  ul,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  there  has  been  no  statcy  no  stable  government- 
^  many  years.  There  has  been  the  nabob  viner's  au- 
thority, his  ministers,  the  residents  at  Lucknow,  the 
aesawalls,  the  camp  authority,  the  nabob  Musufier  Jung's, 
•od  that  of  twenty  dewans  or  advisers.  No  authority 
aufficiently.  predominant  to  establish  any  regulations  for 
tihe  benefit  of  the  country,  whilst  each  authority  has  been 
€xerted,  as  opportunity  offered,  for  temporary  purposes." 

^  Such  being  the  present  deplorable  state  of  Famick- 
abad and  its  districts,  in  the  ensuing  year  it  will  be  in  vmn 
tnlookfior  reTcnue,  if  some  regulatjonsi  equal  to  the  exi- 
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gency,  be  not  adopted.  The  whole  country  will  be  di- 
vided between  the  neighbouring  powerful  aumils,  the  re- 
fractory zemindars,  and  banditti  of  robbers;  and  the 
patans,  who  might  be  made  useful  subjects,  will  fly  from 
the  scene  of  anarchy.  The  crisis  appears  now  come, 
that  either  some  plan  of  government  should  be  resolved 
on,  so  as  to  form  faithful  subjects  on  the  frontier,  or  the 
country  be  given  up  to  its  fate ;  and  if  it  be  abandoned, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  Mahrattas  will 
gladly  seize  on  a  station  so  favourable  to  incursions  into 
the  viziers  dominions,  will  attach  to  their  interests  the 
Hindoo  zemindars,  and  possess  themselves  of  forts,  which 
with  little  expense  made  formidable,  would  give  employ- 
ment perhaps  to  the  whole  of  our  force^  should  it  be 
ever  necessary  to  recover  them." 

That  the  council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  representation 
aforesaid,  made  by  the  resident  at  Farruckabad,  did  pro- 
pose and  record  a  plan  for  the  better  government  of  the 
said  country,  but  did  delay  the  execution  of  the  same» 
until  the  arrangements  made  by  the  said  Hastings  with 
the  noble  vizier  should  be  known ;  but  the  said  Hastings, 
as  far  as  in  him  lay,  did  entirely  set  aside  any  plan  that 
could  be  formed  for  that  purpose  upon  the  basis  of  a  Bri- 
tish resident  at  Farruckabad,  by  engaging  with  the  said 
nabob  vizier,  that  nd  British  influence  shall  be  employed! 
within  his  dominions,  and  he  has  engaged  to  that  prince 
not  to  abandon  him  to  any  other  mode  of  relation ;  and 
he  has  infoimed  the  court  of  directors  that  the  territo- 
ries of  the  nabob  of  Oude  will  be  ruined^  if  resident! 
are  sent  into  them,  observing,  that  *^  residents  never  will 
be  sent  for  any  other  purposes,  than  those  of  vengeancei 
and  corruption." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  declare  to  the 
court  of  directors,  that,  in  his  opinion  the  mode  of  re- 
lief most  effectual,  and  most  lenient  with  regard  to  Far- 
ruckabad, would  be  to  iiominate  one  of  the  family  of  th^ 
prince  to  superintend  his  aflairs,  and  to  secure  the  pay- 
Ibents  ;  but  this  plan,  which  appears  to  be  most  connect- 
ed with  the  rights  of  the  ruling  family,  whilst  it  provides 
against  the  imbecility  of  the  natural  lord,  and  is  free 
from  his  objection  to  a  resident,  is  the  only  one  which 
the  said  Hastings  never  has  executed,  or  even  proposed 
to  execute. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  the  agreements  aforesaidi 
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has  left  the  company  ia  such  an  alternative,  that  thej 
can  neither  relieve  the  said  prince  of  Farruckabad  from 
oppression,  without  a  breach  of  the  engagements  enter- 
ed into  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  with  the  nabob  vizier, 
in  the  name  of  the  company,  nor  suffer  him  to  remain 
under  the  said  oppression  without  violating  all  faith,  and 
all  the  rule&  of  justice  with  regard  to  him.  And  the 
raid  Hastings  hath  directly  made  or  authorized  no  lesH 
than  six  revolutions  in  less  than  five  years  in  the  afore- 
said harassed  province;  by  which  frequent  and  rapid 
changes  of  government,  all  of  them  made  in  contradir- 
tioil  {o  all  his  own  declared  motives  and  reasons  for  the 
several  acts  successively  done  and  undone  in  this  trans- 
action, the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  the  disorders 
in  its  administration,  have  been  highly  aggravated ;  and 
in  the  said  irregular  proceedings,  and  in  the  gross  and 
complicated  violations  of  faith  with  all  parties,  the  said 
Hastings  is  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
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TL    DESTRUCTION  OP  THE  RAJAH 

OP  SAHLONE. 


I. 


Thay  the  late  nabob  of  Oude,  Suja  ul  Dowla, 
1  on  what  reasons  of  policy,  or  pretences  of  justice, « is 
unknown)  dispossess  a  certain  native  person  of  distinc- 
tion, or  eminent  rajah,  residing  in  the  country  of  Sak- 
lone,  <^  the  lineal  descendant  of  the  most  powerful  Huh 
doo  family  in  that  part  of  Hindobtan,"  of  his  patrimooU. 
estate;  and  conferred  the  same,  or  part  of  the  same^of 
his  (the  nabob's)  mother,  as  a  jaghire  [or  estate]  for  tBe 
term  of  her  life ;  and  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  in  ordor 
to  quiet  the  country,  and  to  satisfy,  in  some  measure,  the 
principal  and  other  inhabitants,  did  allow  and  pay,  a  cef- 
tain  pension  to  the  said  rajah ;  which  pension,  on  the  ge* 
neraf  confiscation  of  jaghires  (made  at  the  instigation  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings)  and  by  the  letting  the  lands 
«o  confiscated  to  farmers  at  Rack-rents,  was  discontinued* 
and  refused  to  be  paid ;  and  the  discontinuance  of  tho^ 
said  pension,  ^'on  account  of  the  personal  respect  borne 
to  the  rajah  (as  connexions  with  him  are  sought  for,  and 
thougiit  to  confer  honour)'"  did  cause  an  universal  dis- 
content, and  violent  commotions,  in  the  district  of  Sah- 
lone,  and  other  partb  of  the  province  of  Oude,  with  great 
consequent  effusion  of  blood,  and  interruption,  if  not  to- 
tal discontinuance,  to  the  collection  of  the  revenues  in 
those  parts,  other  than  as  the  same  was  irregularly,  and 
H'ith  great  damage  to  the  country,  enforced  by  British 
troops. 

II. 

That  Mr.  Lumsdaioe,  the  officer  employed  to  reducfc 
tliose  disordered  parts  of  the  province  to  submissiotn, 
■after  several  advantages  gained  over  the  rajah  and  his  ad- 
herents, and  expelling  him  from  the  country,  did  repre- 
^nt  the  utter  impossibility  of  bringing  it  to  a  permanent 
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•etilement  V  merely  by  forcible  meihoda ;  as  ia  any  of 
his  (the  rajah's)  incursionBy  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
hriog  even  a  force  with  him,  as  the  lemiodars  [landed 
proprietors  and  freeholders]  are  much  attached  to  the 
rajahy  whom  they  consider  as  their  hereditary  prince, 
and  never  fail  to  assist  him ;  and  that  his  rebellion  against 
fOTernment  is  not  looked  on  as  a  crime  :"  and  Mr.  Lums- 
osliie  declared  it  ^<  as  his  clear  opinion,  that  the  allowing 
the  said  rajah  a  pension,  suitable  to  his  rank  and  influ- 
ence in  the  country,  would  be  the  most  certain  mode  of 
obtaining  a  permanent  peace;"  alleging,  atnong  other 
cb|ent  reasons,  ^  that  the  expense  of  the  force  necessary 
to  be  employed  to  subdue  the  'country,  might  be  spared 
nd  employed  elsewhere;  and  that  the  people  would 
retlirn  to  their  villages  with  their  cattle  and  eflfects,  and 
of  course  government  have  some  security  for  the  reve- 
msSy  whereas  at  present  they  have  none :''  and  the  re- 
pnsentation  containmg  that  prudent  and  temperate 
<»imsel,  given  by  a  military  man  of  undoubted  informa* 
tioB,  and  perfect  experience  in  the  local  circumstances 
of  the  country,  was  transmitted  by  the  resideut,  Bristow, 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  wilfully  and  cri- 
iidaslly  omit  to  order  any  relief  to  the  said  rajah  in  con- 
fermity  to  the  general  sense  and  wishes  of  the  inhabit- 
ants; a  compliance  with  whose  so  reasonable  an  expec- 
UUkm  his  duty  in  restoring  the  tranquility  of  the  coon- 
try,  and  in  retrieving  the  honour  of  the  English  govern- 
nent,  did  absolutely  require.  But  instead  of  making 
soch  provision,  a  price  was  set  upon  his  head ;  and  seve- 
ral bodies  of  British  troops  being  employed  to  pursue 
Un,  after  many  skirmishes  and  much  bloodshed,  and  mu- 
tual waste  of  the  country,  the  said  rajah,  honoured  and 
remected  by  the  natives,  was  hunted  down>  and  at  length 
lulled  in  a  thicket. 


AttAINST  WARREN  HASTfNOS  365* 


Vll.  CONTRACTS, 


That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  ludia  com- 
pany had  laid  down  the  following  fundamental  rutes  for 
the  conduct  of  such  of  the  company's  business  in  Ben- 
gal, as  could  be  performed  by  contract ;  and  had  repeat- 
edly and  strictly  ordered  the  governor  and  council  of 
Fort  William  to  obserre  those  rules  :  viz.  tliat  all  con- 
tracts should  be  publicly  advertised,  and  tlie  most  rea-* 
Bonable  proposals  accepted ;  that  the  contracts  of  pro- 
visions and  for  furnishing  draught  and  carriage  bullocks 
for  the  army  should  be  annual ;  and  that  they  should  not 
fail  to  advertise  for  and  receive  proposals  for  those  con^ 
tracts  every  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct  disobedience 
to  the  said  positive  orders,  and,  as  the  directors  them- 
selves say,  by  a  most  deliberate  breach  of  his  duty^  did, 
in  September,  1777,  accept  of  proposals  offered  by  Er- 
nest Alexander  Johnson  for  providing  draught  and  car- 
riage bullocks,  and  for  victualling  the  Europeans,  with- 
^  out  advertising  for  proposals,  as  he  was  expressly  com- 
manded to  do,  and  extended  the  contract  for  three  year 8^ 
which  was  positively  ordered  to  be  annual ;  and,  not- 
withstanding tliat  extension  of  the  period,  which  ought 
at  least  to  have  been  compensated  by  some  advantage  to 
the  company  in  the  conditions,  did  conclude  the  said  con- 
tract iipo?*  terms  kss  advantageous  than  the  preceding 
*:outract,  and  tlierefore  not  on  tlie  lowest  terms  procnrable : 
that  the  said  Warron  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  tiie  judg- 
ment and  lawful  orders  of  his  superiors,  which  in  this 
case  left  him  no  option,  declared,  that  he  disapproved  of 
publishing  for  proposals y  and  tliat  the  contract  was  re^ 
dured  too  low  already:  thereby  avowing  himself  the  ad- 
vocate of  the  contractor,  against  whom,  as  representative 
of  the  company,  and  guardian  of  tiieir  interests,  he  pro- 
perly was  pa/ty,  and  preferring  the  advantage  of  the 
contractor  to  those  of  his  own  constituents  and  employ- 
ers ;  tliat  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, having  carefully  considered  the  circumstances  and 
tendency  of  this  transaction,  condemned  it  in  the  strong- 
est terms,  declaring  that  they  woufd  |ig/  pamit  the  con« 
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trad  to  be  continued,  and  that,  "  if  the  contractor  should 
think  himself  aggrieved,  and  take  measures  in  conse- 
quence, by  which  the  company  became  involved  in  loss 
Of  damage,  they  should  certainly  hold  the  majority  of 
the   council    responsible  for  such  loss  or  damage,  and 
proceed   against   them  accordingly."      That  the   said 
Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  orders,  which  the  direc- 
tors say  were  plain  and  unequivocnly  did,  in  January, 
1777,  receive  from  George  Templer  a  proposal  essential* 
ly  different  from  the  advertisement  published  by  the  go- 
vernor general  and  council  for  receiving  proposals  for 
feeding  the  company's  elephants,  and  did  accept  thereof, 
not  only  without  having  recourse  to  the  proper  means 
for  ascertaining  whether  the  said  proposal  was  the  lowest 
that  would  be  offered,  but  with  another  actually  before 
the  board,  nearly  30  per  cent,  lower  than  that  made  by 
t|ie  said  George  Templer,  to  whom  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  granted  a  contract,  in  the  terms  proposed  by 
the  said  Templer,  for  three  years,  and  did  afterwards  ex- 
tend the  same  to  five  years,  with  new  and  distinct  condi- 
tions accepted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  without  ad- 
vertising tor  fresh  proposals,   by  which   the  company 
were  very  considerable  losers ;  on  all  which  the  court  of 
directors  declared,  <'  that  this  waste  of  their  property 
could  not  be  {permitted ;  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, had  disregarded  their  authority,  and  disobeyed 
their  orders,  in  not  taking  \\\e  lowest  offers  ;"  and  they 
ordered  that  the  contract  for  elephants  should  be  an- 
nulled; and  the  said  directors  further  declared,  that  ^<  if 
the  contractor  should  recover  damages  of  the  company 
for  breach  of  engagement,  they  were  determined,  in 
sucli  case,   to  institute  a  suU  at  law  against  tho8e  mem- 
bers of  the  board  who  had  presumed,  in  direct  breach  of 
their  orders,  to  prefer  the  interest  of  an  individual  to 
that  of  the  company."     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

did,  in  the  year  1777,  conclude  with Forde 

a  contract  for  an  armed  vessel  for  the  pilotage  of  the 
Chittigong  river,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  coast  ami 
river  against  the  incursions  of  robbers,  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  in  further  disobedience  of  the  company's  or- 
ders respecting  the  mode  and  duration  of  contracts,  and 
with  a  considerable  increase  of  expense  to  the  company ; 
that  the  farming  out  the  defence  of  k  country  to  a  con- 
tractor, being  wholly  unprecedented,  and  evidently  ab- 
«urd>  coidd  have  no  real  object  but  to  eurich  the  couv 
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tVactor  at  the  company's  expense ;  since  either  the  ser- 
vice was  not  dangerous,  and  then  the  establishment  was 
totally  unnecessary,  or,  if  it  was  a  dangerous  service,  it 
was  evidently  .the  interest  of  the  contractor  to  avoid 
such  danger,  and  not  to  hazard  the  loss  of  bis  ship  or 
men,  which  must  be  replaced  at  his  own  expense ;  and 
therefore  that  an  active  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  con- 
tractor's duty  was  incompatible  with  his  interest. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  further  defiance  of 
the  company's  orders,  and  in  breach  of  the  established 
rule  of  their  service,  did,  in  the  year  1777,  conclude  a  ' 
contract  with  the  master  and  deputy  master  attendant 
of  the  company's  marine  or  pilot  service  for  supplying 
the  said  marine  with  naval  stores,  and  executing  the 
said  service  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  without 
advertising  for  proposals :  that  the  use  and  expendi- 
ture of  such  stores  and  the  direction  of  the  pilot  ves« 
sels  are  under  the  management,  and  at  the  disposition 
of  the  master  attendant  by  virtue  of  his  office:  that 
He  is  officially  the  proper  and  regular  check  upon  the 
person  who  furnishes  the  stores,  and  bound  by  his 
duty  to  take  care  that  all  contracts  for  furnishing 
such  stores  are  duly  and  faithfully  executed :  that  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  by  uniting  the  supply  and  the 
check  in  the  same  hands,  did  not  only  disobey  the  com- 
pany's specific  orders,  and  violate  the  fundamental  rules 
and  practice  of  the  service,  but  did  oversel  the  only  just 
and  rational  principle,  on  which  this,  and  every  other  ser- 
vice of  a  similar  nature,  ought  to  be  conducted ;  and  did  not 
only  subject  the  company's  interest  in  point  of  expense 
to  fraud  and  collusion,  but  did  thereby  expose  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Bengal  river  to  manifest  hazard  and  distress ; 
considering  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  attendant 
to  take  care  that  the  pilot  vessels  are  constantly  sta- 
tioned in  the  roads  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  company's 
ships,  especially  in  tempestuous  weather,  and  that  they 
should  be  in  a  constant  condition  to  keep  the  sea; 
whereas  it  is  manifestly  the  interest  of  the  contractor,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  equip  the  said  vessels  as  scantily  a» 
possible,  and  afterwards  to  expose  them  as  little  as  pos- 
sible to  any  service,  in  which  the  stores,  to  be  replaced 
by  him,  might  be  lost  or  consumed  :  and  finally  that  in 
June,  1779,  the  said  contract  was  prolonged  to  the  said 
master  attendant,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the 
further  period  of  two  y«ars  from  the  expiralioo  of  the  first. 
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without  ftdf ertiaing  for  proposals.  That  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  of  the  preceding  cootracts  have  been  aa- 
nulled,  or  the  charges  atteoding  any  of  them  abated,  or 
that  the  court  of  directors  have  ever  tak6n  any  measures 
to  compel  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  indemnify  the 
company,  or  to  make  good  any  part  of  the  preceding 
loss  ucurred  by  the  contracts. 

That  in  the  year  1777,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
recommend  and  appoint  John  Belli,  at  that  time  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  to  be  agent  for  supplying  the  garrison  of 
Fort  William  with  victualling  stores:  that  the  stores 
were  to  be  purchased  with  money  advanced  by  the  com- 
pany ;  and  that  the  said  agent  was  to  be  allowed  a  com- 
mission, or  per  centage,  for  his  risk  and  trouble :  that,  in 
order  to  ascertain  what  sum  would  be  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  the  agent,  the  governor  general  and  council 
agreed  to  consult  some  of  the  principal  merchants  ^Cal- 
cutta: that  the  merchants,  so  consulted,  reported  their 
opinion,  that  20  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost  of  the  stores 
would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  to  the  agent :  that, 
nevertheless,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  supported  by 
the  vote  and  concurrence  of  Richard  Barwell,  then  a 
member  of  the  supreme  council,  did  propose  and  carry 
it,  that  30  per  cent,  per  annum  should  be  allowed  upon 
all  stores  to  be  provided  by  the  agent :  that  the  said 
Warren   Hastings    professed,  that   ^^he    preferred    an 
agency  to  a  contract  for  this  service ;  because,  if  it  were 
performed  by  contract,  it  must  then  be  advertised,  and 
the  world  would  know  what  provision  wa^  made  for  the 
defence  of  the  fort ;"  as  if  its  being  publicly  known, 
that  the  fort  was  well  provided  for  defence,  were  likely 
to  encoun^e  an  enemy  to  attack  it.     That  in  August, 
1779,  in  defiance  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  himself 
for  preferring  an  agency  to  a  contract,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  propose,  and  carry  it,  that  the  agency 
ahould  be  converted  into  a  contract^  to  be  granted  to  the 
said  John  Belli,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  and 
fixed  for  the  term  of  five  years  "  pretending  that  he  had 
received  frequent  remonstrances  from  the  said  agent  con- 
cerning the  heavy  losses  and  inconveniences,  to  which  he 
was  subjected  by  the  indefinite  terms  of  his  agency  \^ 
notwithstanding  it  appeared,  by  evidence  produced  at 
the  board,  that  on  a  supply  of  about  37,000/.  he  had 
already  drawn  a  commission  of  22,0001.   and  upwards. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  pledged  hiaiself,  that, 
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if  required  by  the  cotirt  of  directors^  the  profits  arising 
from  the  agency  should  he  paid  hvto  the  company^ s  treor 
suryy  and  appropriated  as  the  court  should  direct.  That 
the  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  were  advised  of 
the  first  appointment  of  the  said  agency,  declared,  that 
they  considered  the  commission  of  20  per  cent,  as  an 
ample   compensation  to  the  agent;  and  did  positively 
order,    that,  according  to  the  engagement  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  '*  the  commission,  paid  or  to  be  paid 
to  the  said  agent,  should  be  reduced  to  20{.  per  cent.'* 
That  the  said  John  Belli  did  positively  refuse  to  refund 
any  part  of  the  profits  he  had  received,  or  to  submit  tp 
a  diminution  of  those  which  he  was  still  to  receive  ;  and 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  never  made  good  his 
own  voluntary  and  solemn  engagement  to  the  court  of 
directors  herein  above  mentioned :  and  as  his  failure  to 
perform  the  said  engagement  is  a  breach  of  faith  to  the 
company,  so  his  performance  of  such  engagement,  if  he 
had  performed  it,  and  evtn  his  offering  to  pledge  himself 
for  the  agent,  in  the  first  instance,  ought  to  be  taken  as 
presumptive  evidence  of  a  connexion  between  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  and  the  said  agent,  his  private  secre- 
tary ;  which  ought  not  to  exist  between  a  governor  acting    . 
in  behalf  of  the  company,  and  a  contractor  making  terms 
with  such  governor  for  the  execution  of  a  public  service. 

That,  before  the  expiration  of  the  contract  herein  be- 
fore mentioned  for  supplying  the  army  with  draught  and 
carriage  bullocks,  granted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
1o  Ernest  Alexander  Johnson  for  three  years,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  propose  and  carry  it  in  council, 
that  a  new  contract  should  be  made  on  a  new  plan,  and 
that  an  offer  thereof  should  be  made  to  Richard  John- 
son, brother  and  executor  of  the  said  contractor,  without 
advertising  for  proposals,  for  the  term  of  five  years:  that 
this  offer  was  voluntarily  accepted  by  the  said  Richard 
Johnson,  who,  at  the  same  time,  desired,  and  obtained* 
that  the  new  contracts  should  be  made  out  in  the  name 
of  Charles  Croftes,  the  company's  accountant  and  sub- 
treasurer  at  Fort  William:  that  the  said  Charles  Croftes 
offered  tiie  said  Richard  Johnson  as  one  of  his  securities 
for  the  performance  of  the  said  contract,  who  was  ac- 
cepted as  such  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  and  that 
at  the  request  of  the  said  contractor,  the  contract  for 
victualling  the  Europeans  serving  at  the  presidency  was 
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added  to  and  united  with  that  for  furnishing  bullock?, 
and  6xed  for  the  same  period :  that  this  extension  of  the 
periods  of  the  said  contracts  was  nqt  compensated  by  a 
diminution  in  the  charge  to  be  incurred  by  the  company 
on  that  account,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  charge  was  immoderately  increased  by  the 
new  contracts ;  insomuch  that  it  was  proved,  by  state- 
ments and  computations  produced  at  the  board,  that  the 
increase  on  the  victualling  contract  would,  in  five  years, 
amount  to  40,000/. ;  and  that  the  increase  on  the  bullock 
contract,  in  the  same  period,  would  amount  to  above  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds:  that  when  this  and  many 
other  weighty  objections  against  the  terms  of  the  said  con- 
tracts were  urged  in  council  to  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, he  declared,  that  lie  should  deliver  a  reply  thereto ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  did  ever  deliver  such 
reply,  or  ever  enter  into  a  justification  of  any  part  of  his 
conduct  in  this  transaction.  That  the  act  of  parliament 
of  1773,  by  which  the  first  governor  general  and  council 
were  appointed,  did  expressly  limit  the  duration  of  their 
office  to  the  ^term  of  five  years,  which  expired  in  Octo- 
ber, 1779,  and  that  the  several  contracts  herein  before 
mentioned,  were  granted  in  September,  1779,  and  were 
made  to  continue  Jive  years  alter  the  expiration  of  the 
government,  by  which  they  were  granted ;  that  by  this 
anticipation  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  the  succeeding 
government,  respecting  the  subject-matter  of  such  con- 
tracts, was  taken  away,  and  any  correction  or  improve- 
ment therein  rendered  impracticable.  That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  might  have  been  justified  by  the  rules 
and  practice,  or  by  the  necessity  of  the  public  service, 
in  binding  the  government  by  engagements  to  endure  one 
year  after  the  expiration  of  his  own  office ;  but  on  no 
principles  could  he  be  justified  in  extending  such  engage- 
ments beyond  tlie  term  of  one  year,  much  less  on  the 
principles  he  has  avowed,  namely,  "that  it  was  only  an 
act  of  common  justice  in  him  to  secure  every  man  coti- 
neded  with  hiniy  as  far  as  he  legally  could,  from  the  ap- 
prehension of  future  oppression."  That  the  oppression, 
to  which  such  apprehension,  if  real,  must  allude,  could 
only  consist  in  and  arise  out  of  the  obedience,  which  he 
feared  a  future  government  might  pay  to  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  by  making  all  contracts  annxutlj 
and  advertising  for  proposals  publicly  and  indiffisrentty 
from  all  persons  wluitever,  by  which  it  might  happen  that 
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such  beneficial  contracts  would  not  be  constantly  held 
by  men  conMcted  tvUh  hiniy  the  said  Warren  Hastings : 
that  this  declaration  made  by  the  said  AVarren  HastiDgs, 
combined  with  all  the  circumstances  of  these  transac* 
lions,  leaves  na  room  to  doubt  that,  in  disobeying  the 
company's  orders,  and  betraying  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
as  guardian  of  the  company^s  property,  his  object  was  to 
purchase  the  attachment  of  a  number  of  individuals,  and 
to  form  a  party  capable  of  supporting  and  protecting  bim 
10  return. 

That  with  the  same  view,  and  on  the  same  principles, 
it  appears  that  excessive  salaries  and  emoluments,  at  the 
East  India  company's  charge  and  expense,  have  been  la- 
vished by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  sundry  indivi- 
duals, contrary  to  the  general  principles  of  his  duty,  and 
in  direct  contradiction  to  the  positive  orders  of  the  court 
of  directors ;  particularly,  that  whereas  by  a  resolutioo 
of  the  court  ofproprietors  of  the  East  India  company, 
and  by  an  instruction  of  the  court  of  directors,  it  was 
provided  and  expressly  ordered,  that  there  should  be  paid 
to  the  late  Sir  John  Clavering  "  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
pounds  sterling  per  annum  in  full  for  his  services  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  in  lieu  of  travelling  charges,  and  of  all 
other  advantages  and  emoluments  whatever ;"  and  where- 
as the  cotfrt  of  directors  positively  ordered  that  tlie  late 
"  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should  receive  the  same  pay  as  com- 
mander in  chief  of  their  forces  in  India,  as  was  received 
by  Lieutenant  General  Sir  John  Clavering:" — the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless,  within  a  very  short  time 
after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival  in  Bengal,  did  propose  and 
carry  it  in  council,  that  a  Dew  establishment  should  be 
created  for  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  by  which  an  increase  of  ex- 
pense would  be  incurred  by  the  India  company  to  the 
amount  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year  and  upwards, 
exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to  his  salary  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  provided  for  him  by  act  of  parliament  as 
a  member  of  the  supreme  council,  and  exclusive  of  and  in 
addition  to  his  salary  of  six  thousand  T>f>unds  a  year  as 
commander  in  chief,  appointed  for  him  by  the  company, 
and  expressly  fixed  to  that  amount. 

That  th.e  disobedience  and  breach  of  trust,  of  which 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  in  tlm  transaction, 
is  highly  aggravated  by  the  following  circnrnstancc^  con- 
nected with  it :  that  from  the  death  ol*  Sir  John  Clavering 
to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  Bengal,  the  provision- 


372  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

a1  command  of  the  army  had  devolved  to»  and  been  vested 
iDy  Brigadier  General  Giles  Stibbert,  the  eldest  officer  od 
that  establishment :  that  in  this  capacity,  and,  as  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  has  declared,  "  standing  no  way- 
distinguished  from  the  other  officers  in  the  army,  but  by 
his  accidental  succession  to  the  first  place  on  the  list/' 
he,  the  said  Giles  Stibbert,  had,  by  the  recommendation 
and  procurement  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  received 
and  enjoyed  a  salary  and  other  allowances  to  the  amount 
of  thirteen  thousand  ^igiit  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds 
twelve  shillings  per  annum. — That  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  soon 
after  his  arrival,  represented  to  the  board  that  a  consi- 
derable part  of  those  allowances,  amounting  to  8,*i20L 
10^\  per  annum,  ought  to  devolve  to  himself,  as  command- 
er in  chief  of  the  company's  forces  in  India ;  and  stating, 
that  the  said  Giles  Stibbert  could  no  longer  be  consider- 
ed as  commander  in  chief  under  the  presidency  of  Fort 
William,  made  a  formal  demand  of  the  same. — That  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  reducing  the  allowances 
of  tfie  said  Giles  Stibbert  to  the  establishment  at  which 
they  stood  during  General  Clavering*s  command,  and  for 
the  continuance  of  which,  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival, 
there  could  be  no  pretence,  continued  the  allowances  of 
thirteen  thoue^and   eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds 
twelve  shillings  per  annum  to  the  said  Giles  Stibbert; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to  appease  and  satisfy 
the  demand  of  the  said  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  did  create  for 
him  that  new  es'tablishmeiit,  herein  before  specified,  of 
eighteen  thousand  pounds  per  annum ;  insomuch,  that  in- 
stead! of  the  allowance  of  sic  thousand  pounds  a  year^  in 
lieu  of  travelling  rluirges  and  of  all  eniolnmcnls  and  al- 
hwances  wkatsoever^  to  which  the  pay  and  allowances  of 
commander  in  chief  were  expressly  limited  by  the  united 
act  of  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of  the  com- 
pany, the  annual  charge  to  be  borne  by  the  company  on 
that  account  was  increased  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  pounds  ten  snillings  sterling. 

•*  That  on  the  1st  of  November,  1779,  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  did  move  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  the 
resident  at  the  vizier's  court  should  be  furnished  with  an 
account  of  all  the  extra  allowances  and  charges  of  the 
commander  in  chief  when  in  the  field,  with  orders  to  add 
the  same  to  the  debit  of  the  vizier's  account,  as  a  part  of 
his  general  subsidy;  the  charge  to  commence  from  the 
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day  on  which  the  general  shall  ]pass  the  Carumnassa,  and 
to  continue  till  bis  return  to  the  same  line."  That  this 
additional  expense,  imposed  by  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings on  the  vizier,  was  unjust  in  itself,  and  a  breach  of 
treaty  with  that  prince,  the  speci6c  amount  of  the  sub- 
sidy to  be  paid  by  him  having  been  fixed  by  a  treaty,  to 
which  no  addition  could  justly  be  made,  but  at  the  pre* 
vious  requisition  of  the  vizier.  That  the  coart  of 
directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  18th  of  October, 
1780,  did  condemn  and  prohibit  the  continuation  of 
the  allowances  abovementioned  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in 
the  following  words :  ^*  these  allowances  appear  to  us 
in  a  light  so  very  extraordinary,  and  so  repugnant  to  the 
spirit  of  a  resolution  of  the  general  court  of  proprietors 
respecting  the  allowance  made  to  General  Clavering,  that 
we  positively  direct  that  they  be  discontinued  imme- 
diately, and  no  part  thereof  paid  after  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,"  That  on  the  27th  of  April,  1781,  the  governor 
general  and  council,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
directors,  did  signify  the  same  to  the  commissary  g^eral, 
as  an  instruction  to  him,  that  the  extraordinary  allomnces 
to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should  be  discontinued^  ar^d  iw  pari 
thereof  paid  after  that  day ;  that  it  appears,  neverthe- 
less, that  the  said  extra  allowances  (amounting  to  above 
twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year)  were  continued 
to  be  charged  to  the  vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coot^, 
in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  in  de- 
fiance of  the  consequent  resolution  of  the  governor  gene- 
ral and  council;  and  in  contradiction  to  the  terms  of  the 
original  motion,  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for 
adding  those  allowance^  to  the  debit  of  the  vizier,  viz. 
"  that  they  should  continue  till  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  return 
to  the  Carumnassa."  That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrived  at 
Calcutta  about  the  end  of  August,  1780,  and  must  have 
crossed  the  Carumnassa,  in  his  return  from  Oude,  some 
weeks  before,  when  the  charge  on  the  vizier,  if  at  any 
time  proper,  ought  to  have  ceased.  That  it  appears 
that  the  said  allowances  were  continued  to  be  charged 
against  the  vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  for  three 
years  after,  even  while  he  was  serving  in  the  Carnatic, 
and  that  this  was  done  by  the  sole  authority  and  private 
command  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  East  India  company  having  thought  proper 
to  create  the  office  of  advocate  general  in  Bengal,  and 
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to  i^poiut  Sir  John  Day  to  that  office,  it  was  resolved 
by  a  general  eourt  of  proprietors,  that  a  salary  of  3,000/. 
a  year  should  be  allowed  to  the  said  Sir  John  Day,  iv 
full  consideration  of  all  demands  and  allowances  what- 
soever  for  his  services  to  the  company  at  the  presidency 
of  Fort  William,  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ne- 
yertheless,  shortly  after  Sir  John  Day's  arrival  in  Ben- 
gal, did  increase  the  said  Sir  John  Day's  salary  and  al- 
lowances to  six  thousand  pounds  a  year,  in  direct  diso- 
bedience to  the  resolution  of  the  court  of  proprietors, 
and  of  the  order  of  the  court  of  directors  :  that  the  di- 
rectors, as  soon  as  they  were  informed  of  this  proceed- 
ing, declared,  "  that  they  held  tlwmselves  bound  by  the 
resolution  of  the  general  court,  and  that  they  could  not 
allow  it  to  be  disregarded  by  the  company's  servants  in 
India  ;"  and  ordered  that  the  increased  allowances  should 
bo  forthwith  discontinued. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  having  first 
thought  it  necessary,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
court^f  directors,  to  stop  the  extraordinary  allowance, 
which  he  had  granted  to  Sir  John  Day,  did  afterwards 
resolve,  that  the  allowance  which  had  been  struck  oflf 
should  be  repaid  to  him,  upon  his  signing  an  obligation 
to  refund  the- amount  which  he  might  receive,  in  case 
the  directors  should  confirm  their  former  orders,  already 
twice  given :  that  in  this  transaction,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  trifled  with  the  authority  of  the  company, 
eluded  the  repeated  orders  of  the  directors,  and  expos- 
ed the  company  to  the  risk  and  uncertainty  of  recover- 
ing, at  a  distant  peric^  and  perhaps  by  a  process  of  law, 
a  sum  of  money,  which  they  had  positively  ordered  him 
not  to  pay. 

That,  in  the  latter  part  of  1776,  by  the  death  of  Co- 
lonel Monson,  the  whole  power  of  the  government  of 
Fort  William  devolved  to  the  governor  and  one  member 
of  the  council ;  and  that  from  that  time  the  governor  ge- 
neral and  council  have  generally  consisted  of  an  even 
number  of  persons,  in  consequence  of  which  the  casting 
voice  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  usually  prevail- 
ed in  the  decision  of  all  questions.  That  about  the  end 
of  the  year  1776  the  whole  civil  establishment  of  the 
i»aid  government  did  not  exceed  205,399/.  per  annum ; 
that  in  the  year  1783,  the  said  civil  establishment  had 
been  increased  to  the  enormous  annual  sum  of  927,945/. 
That  such  increase  in  the  civil  establishment  could  not 
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liave  taken  place,  if  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  government,  with  the  power  annexed 
to  the  casting  voice,  had  not  actively  promoted  the  said 
increase,  which  he  had  power  to  prevent,  and  which  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  prevented :  that  by  such  immode- 
rate waste  of  the  property  of  his  employers,  and  by 
such  scandalous  breach  of  his  fidelity  to  them,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  gain  apd 
secure  the  attachment  and  support  of  a  multitude  of  in- 
dividuals, by  whose  united  interest,  influence,  and  in- 
trigues, he  hoped  to  be  protected  against  any  future  in- 
quiry into  his  conduct:  that  it  was, of  itself,  higiily  cri* 
rainal  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  have  so  wasted  th« 
property  of  the  East  India  company,  and  that  the  pur- 
pose to  be  obtained  by  such  waste  was  a  great  aggrava- 
tioD  of  that  crime.  That  among  the  various  instances 
of  profusion,  by  which  the  civil  establishment  of  Fori 
William  was  increased  to  the  enormous  annual  sum 
herein  before  mentioned,  it  appears  that  a  salt  office  was 
created  of  six  commissioners,  whose  annual  emoluments 
were  as  follows :  viz. 

President,  or  comptroller,  per  annum  18,480{. 

1st  member,          -        .        .        .  13,100/. 

2d  do. 11,480/. 

3d  do.          -         -        .        -         -  13,183/. 

4  th  do. 6,257/. 

5th  do. 10,307/. 


72,807/. 


That  a  board  of  revenue  was  created  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  consisting  of  five  commissioners, 
whose  annual  emoluments  were  as  follows :  viz. 


1st  member,  per  annum 

.     10,960/. 

2d  do.          ... 

9,100/. 

3d  do.          ... 

-       9,100/. 

4th  do. 

9,100/. 

5th  do. 

-       9,100/. 

47,350/. 
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That  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  first  member  of  the 
takl  board,  did  not  execute  the  duties,  though  he  receiv- 
ed the  emoluments  of  the  said  office ;  having  acted,  for 
the  greatest  part  of  the  time,  as  ambassador  to  Madajee 
Scindia,  with  a  further  salary  of  4,2801.  a  year  ;  making 
ID  all,  ]  5,2301.  a  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  create  an  office 
of  agent  victualler  to  the  garrison  of  Fort  William, 
whose  profits,  on  an  average  of  three  years,  were  15,970/. 
per  annum :  that  this  agency  was  held  by  the  ])ost-ma8- 
ter  general,  who,  in  that  capacity,  received  2,200/.  a 
year  from  the  company,  and  who  was  actually  no  higher 
than  a  writer  in  the  service :  that  the  person  who  held 
these  lucrative  offices,  viz.  John  Belli,  was  private  secre- 
tary to  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  created  a  nominal  office 
of  resident  at  Goa,  where  the  company  never  had  a  re- 
gident,  nor  business  of  any  kind  to  transact,  and  gave 
the  said  nominal  office  to  a  person,  who  was  not  a  cove- 
nanted servant  of  the  company,  with  an  allowance  of 
4,2JiO/.  a  year. 

That  these  instances  are  proofs  of  a  criminal  profu- 
sion and  high  breach  of  trust  to  the  India  company  in 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  under  whose  government,  and 
by  means  of  whose  special  power,  derived  from  the  ef- 
fect of  his  casting  voice,  all  the  daid  waste  and  profusioo 
did  take  place. 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  when,  as  the  court 
of  directors  affirm,  tlie  company  were  in  the  uhnost  dis- 
tress for  money  J  and  almost  every  department  in  arrenr^ 
^nd  when  it  appears  that  there  was  a  great  scarcity  and 
urgent  want  of  grain  at  Fort  St.  George,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  accept  of  a  proposal  made  to  him  by  James 
Peter  Auriol,  then  secretary  to  the  council,  to  supply 
the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  with  rice  and  other 
articles,  and  did  appoint  the  said  Auriol  to  be  the  agent 
for  sup[ilying  all  the  oilier  presidencies  with  those  articles : 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declared,  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  api)ointment  "  was  most  likely  to  be  fulfilled 
by  a  liberal  consideration  of  it,"  and  therefore  allowed 
the  said  Auriol  a  commission  of  15  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  of  his  disbursements ;  thereby  rendering  it  the  di- 
•  rect  interest  of  the  said  Auriol  to  make  his  disburse- 
ments as  great  as  possible ;  that  the  chance  of  capture 
by  the  enemy,  or  danger  of  the  sea^  was  to  be  at  the  risk 
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ot  (he  India  company,  and  not  of  the  said  Auriol ;  tliat 
the  said  Warren  Hasitngs  declared  personally  to  the  said 
Auriol,  ''  that  this  post  was  intended  as  a  reward  for  his 
long  and  faithful  services."  That  the  president  and 
council  of  Bombay  did  remonstrate  against  what  they 
called  the  enormous  amoxttit  of  the  chai'ges  of  the  rice» 
with  which  they  were  supplied,  which  they  state  to  be 
nine  rupees  a  bag  at  Calcutta,  when  they  themselves 
could  have  contracted  for  its  delivery  at  Bombay,  free 
of  all  risk  and  charges,  at  five  rupees  and  three-sixteenths 
per  bag;  and  that  even  at  Madras,  where  the  distress 
and  demand  was  greatest,  the  supplies  of  grain  by  pri* 
vate  traders,  charged  to  the  company,  were  nineteea 
per  cent,  cheaper  than  that  supplied  by  the  said  Auriol^ 
exclusive  of  the  risk  of  the  sea  and  of  capture  by  the 
enemy.  That  it  is  stated  by  the  court  of  directors, 
that  the  agent's  commission  on  a  supply  of  a  single  yeat 
(the  said  commission  being  not  only  charged  on  the  prime 
cost  of  the  rice,  but  also  on  the  freight  and  on  all  other 
charges)  would  amount  to  pounds  sterling  twenty-six 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  by  the 
said  Auriol  himself  is  admitted  to  amount  to  18,2921.; 
that  William  Larkins,  the  accomptaut  general  at  Fort 
William,  having  been  ordered  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  said  agent,  did  report  to  the  governor  general  and 
council,  that  he  found  them  to  be  correct  in  the  additions 
and  calculations  ;  and  that  then  the  said  Larkins  adds 
the  following  declaration :  ^*  the  agent  being  upon  honour 
with  respect  to  the  sums  charged  in  his  accounts  for  the 
cost  of  the  articles  supplied,  i  did  not  think  myself  au- 
thorized to  require  any  voucher  of  the  sums  charged  for 
the  demurrage  of  sloops,  either  as  to  the  time  of  deten- 
tion, or  the  rate  of  the  charge,  or  of  those  for  the  arti- 
cles lost  in  going  down  the  river;  and  on  that  ground  I 
thought  roys^f  equally  bound  to  admit  the  sums  acknow- 
ledged as  received  for  the  sales  of  goods  returned,  with* 
out  requiring  vouchers  of  the  rates  at  which  they  were 
sold.*'  That,  in  this  transaction,  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust  asd  duty 
in  the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  company's  money, 
and  in  subjecting  the  company  to  a  profusion  of  expense* 
at  ail  times  wholly  unjustifiable,  but  particularly  at  the- 
time  when  that  expense  was  incurred.  Tiiat  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  of  breach  of  orders,  as  well 
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breach  of  trust,  in  not  advertising  generally  for  propo- 
sals; in  not  contracting  indifferently  for  the  supplies 
with  such  merchants  as  might  offer  to  turnish  them  on 
the  lowest  terms ;  in  gilding  an  enormous  commission  to 
an  agent,  and  that  commission  not  confined  to  the  prime 
cost  of  the  articles,  but  to  be  computed  on  the  whole  of 
his  charges;  in  accepting  of  the  honoiir  of  the  said  agent 
•s  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  cost  of  the  articles  sup- 
plied, and  for  all  charges  whatever,  on  which  his  com- 
mission was  to  be  computed ;  and  finally,  in  giving  a  lu- 
crative agency  for  the  supply  of  a  distressed  and  starv- 
ing province,  as  a  reward  to  a  secretary  of  state,  whose 
labours  in  that  capacity  ought  to  have  been  rewarded  by 
an  avowed  public  salary,  and  not  otherwise.  That,  af- 
ter the  first  year  of  the  said  agency  was  expired,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  agree^  that  for  the  future  the 
commission  to  be  drawn  by  the  said  agent  should  be  re- 
duced to  five  per  cent,  which  the  governor  general  and 
council  then  declared  to  be  the  cmtomary  ninoimt  drawn 
by  mercluints ;  but  that,  even  in  this  reduction  of  the 
commission,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  of  a 
deception,  and  did  not  in  fact  reduce  the  commissiou 
from  15  to  5  per  cent,  having  immediately  after  resolved 
that  he,  the  agent,  siiould  be  allowed  the  current  interest 
of  Calcutta  upon  all  his  draughts  on  the  treasury  from 
the  day  of  their  dates,  until  they  should  be  completely 
liquidated ;  that  the  legal  interest  of  money  in  Bengal 
is  twelve  per  cent.  |>er  annum,  and  the  current  interest 
from  eight  to  ten  per  cent. 


^. 
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VIII.  PRESENTS 


That,  before  the  appointment  of  the  governor  gene- 
ral and  council  of  Fort  William  by  act  of  parliament, 
the  allowances  made  by  the  East  India  company  to  the 
presidents  of  that  government  were  abundantly  suffi* 
cient ;  and  that  tlie  said  presidents  in  general,  and  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  particularly,  was  restrained  by  a 
specific  covenant  and  indenture,  which  he  entered  into 
with  the  company,  from  accepting  any  gifts,  rewards,  or 
gratuities  whatsoever,  on  any  account  or  pretence 
whatsoever.  That,  in  the  regulating  act  passed  in  the 
year  1773,  which  appointed  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  governor  general  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  a 
salary  of  26,000/.  a  year  was  established  for  him,  to  which 
the  court  of  directors  added,  ''  that  he  should  enjoy  their 
principal  bouses,  w  itb  the  plate  and  furniture,  both  in 
town  and  country,  rentfree.'^  That  the  same  law  which 
created  the  office  and  provided  the  salary  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  expressly,  and  in  the  clearest  and 
most  comprehensive  terms  that  could  be  devised,  pro- 
hibit him  from  receiving  any  present,  gift,  or  donation 
in  any  manner,  or  on  any  account  whatsoever ;  and  that 
yie  said  Warren  Hastings  perfectly  understood  the 
meaning,  and  acknowledged  the  binding  force  of  this  pro- 
hibition, before  he  accepted  of  the  office,  to  which  it  was 
annexed.  He  knew,  and  had  declared,  that  the  prohibU 
lion  was  positive  and  decisive ;  tluit  it  admitted  neillier 
of  refinement  or  misconstruction ;  and  that^  in  liis  opi- 
tiion,  an  opposition  nonld  be  to  incur  tfie penalty. 

That  notwithstanding  the  covenants  and  engagements 
above  mentioned,  it  appears  In  the  recorded  proceedings 
of  the  governor  general  and  council  of  Fort  William» 
that  sundry  charges  have  been  brought  against  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  for  gifts  or  presents  corruptly  taken  by 
him  before  the  promulgation  of  the  act  of  1773  in  lndia» 
and  that  these  charges  were  produced  at  the  council 
board  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  that 
in  March,  1775,  the  late  Rajah  Nuncomar,  a  native  Hin- 
doo, of  the  highest  cast  in  his  religion,  and  of  the  high* 
est  rank  in  society  by  the  offices  which  be  had  held  un- 
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der  the  country  government,  did  lay  before  the  co»acH 
an  account  of  various  sums  of  mohey  paid  by  him  to  the 
Bald  Warren  Hastings,  amounting  to  40,000/.  and  up- 
wards, for  offices  and  employments  corruptly  disposed 
of  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  did  offer  and  en- 
gage to  prove  and  establish  the  same  by  sufficient  evi^ 
dence.  That  this  account  is  stated  with  a  minute  par- 
ticularity and  precision ;  the  date  of  each  payment, 
down  to  that  of  small  sums,  is  specified ;  the  various 
coins  in  which  such  payments  were  severally  made,  are 
distinguished ;  and  the  different  persons  through  whose 
liands  the  money  passed  into  those  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  are  named ;  that  such  particularity  on  the  face 
of  such  a  charge,  supposing  it  false,  is  favourable  to  the 
party  wrongfully  accused,  and  exposes  the  accuser  to 
an  instant  and  easy  detection ;  for  though,  as  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  himself  has  observed' on  another  occa- 
sion, ^'  papers  may  be  forged,  and  evidences  may  appear 
ID  number  to  attest  them,  yet  it  must  always  be  an  easy 
matter  to  detect  the  falsity  of  any  forged  paper  pro- 
fluced  by  examining  the  witnesses  separately,  and  sub^ 
jecting  them  to  a  subsequent  cross  examination,  in  which 
case,  if  false,  they  will  not  be  able  to  persevere  in  one 
regular  consistent  story." 

Whereas,  if  no  advantage  be  taken  of  such  particu- 
larity in  the  charge  to  detect  the  falsehood  thereof,  and 
if  no  attempt  to  disprove  it,  and  no  defence  whatever  be 
made,  a  presumption  justly  and  reasonably  arises  in  fa- 
vour of  the  truth  of  such  charge.  That  the  said  W^f^ 
ren  Hastings,  instead  of  offering  any  thing  in  his  defence, 
declared,  that  he  would  not  suffer  Ninicomar  to  appear 
before  the  board  as  his  accuser.  That  lie  attempted  ta 
indict  his  said  accuser  for  a  conspiracy,  in  which  he  fail* 
ed ;  and  that  the  said  Hajah  Nuncomar  was  soon  after,, 
and  while  his  charge  against  the  said  Warren  Hastinga 
was  depending  before  the  council,  indicted  upon  an  En- 

i^Iish  penal  statute,  which  does  not  cixtend  even  to  Scot- 
and,  before  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  for  an  of- 
fence said  to  have  been  committed  several  years  before, 
and  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  India,  and  was  condemned 
and  executed.  That  the  evidence  of  this  man,  not  hav- 
ing been  encountered  at  the  time,  when  it  might  and 
^  ought  to  have  been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  re- 
mains justly  in  force  against  him,  and  is  not  abated  by 
(be  capitid  |>unisbmeot  of  the  said  Nuocomar^  but  Or 
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ther  confirmed  by  the  time  and  circumstances  in  which 
the  accuser  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  sufTered  death. 
That  one  of  the  oflkeSi  for  which  a  part  of  the  money 
above  mentioned  is  stated  to  have  been  paid  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  was  given  by  him  to  Munny  Begum, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Myr  JafBer,  nabob  of  Bengal, 
whose  son,  by  another  woman,  holds  that  title  at  pre* 
sent.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  in- 
structed by  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  India 
company  to  appoint  a  minister  to  transact  the  political 
affairs  of  the  government,  and  to  select  for  that  purpose 
some  person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government, 
lo  be  the  minister  and  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority,'* 
That,  for  these  offices,  and  for  the  execution  of  the  se- 
veral duties  belonging  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings selected  and  appointed  the  said  Munny  Beguoi,  a 
womau  evidently  unqualified  for,  and  incapable  of  such 
offices,  and  restrained  from  acting  in  such  capacities  bj 
her  necessary  seclusion  from  the  world,  and  retirement 
in  a  seraglio.  That  a  considerable  deficiency  or  embe^^ 
dement  appearing  in  this  woman's  account  of  the  young 
nabob's  stipend,  she  voluntarily  declared,  by  a  writing 
under  her  seal,  that  she  had  given  15,000/.  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  for  an  entertainment ;  which  declara* 
tion  corresponds  with,  and  confirms  that  part  of  the 
charge  procfuced  by  Rajah  Nuncoxpar,  to  which  it  re-' 
lates.  That  neither  this,  nor  any  other  part  of  the  said 
charge,  has  been  at  any  time  directly  denied  or  disputed 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  made  to  his  face, 
and  though  he  was  repeatedly  accused  by  his  colleagues, 
who  were  appointed  by  parliament  at  the  same  time  with 
himself,  of  peculation  of  every  sort.  That  instead  of 
promoting  a  strict  inquiry  into  his  conduct  for  the  cleacr 
HDce  of  his  innocence  and  honour,  he  did  repeatedly  en- 
deavour to  elude  and  stifle  all  inquiry,  by  attempting 
to  dissolve  the  meetings  of  the  council,  at  which  such 
charges  were  produced,  and  by  other  means,  and  has  not 
since  taken  any  steps  to  disprove  or  refute  the  same. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  so  long  ago  as  Septem- 
ber, 1775,  assured  the  court  of  directors,  ''  that  it  was 
his  fixed  determination  most  fully  and  liberally  to  ex^ 
plain  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct  on  the  points 
on  which  he  had  been  injuriously  arraigned,  and  to  afford 
them  the  clearest  conviction  of  his  own  integrity,  and 
•f  the  propriety  of  his  motives  for  declining  a  present 
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th>ii,  he  declared,  *'  mean  people  might  swear,  but  that  hU 
character  would  not  allow  him ;  that  he  could  not  swear, 
and  had  rather  subject  himself  to  a  loss."  That  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  charge  being  on  oath  was  in  this 
inanner  left  uncontradicted ;  that  it  was  admitted  hy 
Uie  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  neither  Mussulmen  or 
Hindoos  are  forbidden  by  the  precepts  of  their  religioa 
to  swear.  That  it  is  not  true,  as  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings asserted,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  the  manners 
mther  of  Hindoos  or  Mussulmen  ;  and  that  if,  under  such 
pretences,  the  natives  were  to  be  exempted  from  taking 
an  oath,  when  examined  by  the  governor  and  council,  all 
the  inquiries  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  company's  in- 
structions might  stop  or  be  defeated.  That  no  valid 
reason  was  or  could  be  assigned,  why  the  said  phousdaf 
ahould  not  be  examined  on  oath ;  that  the  charge  was 
not  against  himself:  and  that,  if  any  questions  had  been 

Ct  to  him  tending  to  make  him  accuse  himself,  he  might 
ve  declined  to  answer  them.  That  if  he  could  have 
Bafely  sworn  to  the  innocence  of  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, from  whom  he  received  his  employment,  he  was 
bound  in  gratitude,  as  well  as  justice,  to  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  to  have  consented  to  be  examined  on  oath. 
That  not  having  done  so,  and  having  been  supported  and 
abetted  in  his  refusal  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  him* 
■elf,  whose  character  and  honour  were  immediately  at 
stake,  the  whole  of  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of  the 
charge  remains  unanswered,  and  in  full  force  against  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  who  on  this  occasion  recurred  to 
the  declaration  he  had  before  made  to  the  directors,  viz. 
<*  that  he  would  most  fully  and  liberally  explain  everj 
circumstance  of  his  conduct,"  but  has  never  since  that 
time  given  the  directors  any  explanation  whatsoever  of 
his  said  conduct.  And  finally,  that  when^he  court  of 
directors,  in  January,  1776,  referred  the  question  (con- 
cerning the  legality  of  the  power  assumed,  and  repeat- 
edly exercised  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  of  dissolv- 
ing the  council  at  his  pleal^ure)  to  the  late  Charles  Sayer, 
then  standing  council  of  the  East  India  company,  the 
'  said  Charles  Sayer  declared  his  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
power ;  but  concerning  the  use  and  exercise  of  it  in  the 
cases  stated,  did  declare  his  opinion  in  the  following 
w(irds:  <«  I  believe  he,  Warren  Hastings,  is  the  first  go- 
vernor that  ever  dissolved  a  council  inquiring  into  his 
behaviour,  when  he  was  innocent."     Before  be  could 
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summon  three  councils,  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time 
fully  to  consider  what  would  be  the  result  of  such  coq> 
duct,  to  convitice  every  body  beyond  a  doubt  of  his  con- 
sciotw  guilL 

That  by  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  the  council,  con- 
stituting a  lawful  act  of  the  governor  general  and  council, 
the  said  Kh&n  Jehan  Khftn  was  dismissed  from  the  oflice 
of  phousdar  of  Houghly  for  a  contempt  of  the  authority 
of  the  board.  That,  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  death 
of  the  late  Colonel  Monson,  the  number  of  the  council 
being  then  even,  and  all  questions  being  then  determined 
by  the  governor  general's  casting  voice,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  move  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  the  said 
Khan  Jehan  Khkn  should  be  restored  to  his  office  ;  and 
that  restoration  not  having  been  preceded,  accompanied 
or  followed  by  any  explanation  or  defence  whatsoever, 
or  even  by  a  denial  of  the  specific  and  circumstantial 
charge  of  collusion  with  the  said  Kh&n  Jehan  Kh&n,  has 
confirmed  the  truth  of  the  said  charge. 

That,  beside  the  sums  charged  to  have  been  paid  to 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  said  Nuncomar,  and 
Munny  Begum,  and  Khftn  Jehan  Kh&n,  and  beside  the 
sum  of  110,000/.  already  mentioned  to  have  been  accept- 
ed without  hesitation  by  him  as  a  present  on  the  part  of  iup. 
the  nabob  of  Oiide  and  that  of  his  ministers,  the  circum-  q^^ 
stances  of  which  have  been  particularly  reported  to  the 
house  of  commons,  it  appears  by  the  confession  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  has,  at  different  times 
since  the  promulgation  of  the  act  of  1773,  received  va- 
rious other  sums,  contrary  to  the  express  prohibition  of 
the  said  act,  and  his  own  declared  sense  of  the  evident 
intent  and  obligation  thereof.  That  in  the  month  of 
June,  1780,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made  to  the  coun- 
cil, what  he  called  *'  a  very  unusual  tender,  by  ofTcring 
to  exonerate  the  company  from  the  expense  of  a  particu- 
lar measure,  and  to  take  U  upon  himself;  declaring  that 
he  had  already  dejiosited  two  lacks  of  rupees  (or  twenty- 
three  thousand  pounds)  in  the  hands  of  the  company's 
sub-treasurer  for  that  service."  That  in  a  subsequent 
letter,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  17i{0,  he  informed 
the  court  of  directors,  that  "this  money,  by  whatever 
means  it  came  into  their  |)OSsession,  was  not  his  own  ;" 
but  he  did  not  then,  nor  has  he  at  any  time  since,  made 
known  to  the  court  of  directors  from  whom,  or  en  what 
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account,  he  received  that  money,  as  it  was  his  duty  io 
have  done  in  the  first  instance  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
Buid  directors  signified  to  him  their  expectation  that  he 
should  communicate  to  them  ''  immediate  information  of 
the  channel  by  which  this  money  came  into  his  posses- 
sion, with  a  complete  illustration  of  the  cause  or  causes  of 
80  extraordinary  an  event  :^'  but,  from  evidence  examined 
in  England,  it  has  been  discovered  that  this  money  was 
received  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  from  Chey t  Sing, 
the  rajah  of  Benares,  who  was  soon  after  dispossessed  of 
all  his  property,  and  driven  from  his  country  and  govern- 
ment by  tiie  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  notwithstanding  the  declaration  made  by-  the 
laid  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  actually  deposited 
the  sum  above  mentioned  in  the  hands  of  the  company's 
sub-treasurer  for  their  service,  it  does  not  appear,  that 
^'  any  entry  whatsoever  of  that,  or  any  other  payment  by 
the  governor  general,  was  made  in  the  treasury  accounts, 
at  or  about  the  time ;"  nor  is  there  any  trace,  in  the 
company's  books,  of  its  being  actually  paid  into  their 
treasury. 

It  appears,  then,  by  the  confession  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  that  this  money  was  received  by  him;  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  has  converted  it  to  the  property 
and  use  of  the  company. 

That  in  a  letter  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the 
said  court  of  directors,  dated  the  22d  of  May,  1782, 
but  not  despatched,  as  it  might  and  ought  to  have  been  at 
that  time,  but  detained  and  kept  back  by  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  till  the  16th  of  December  following,  he  has 
confessed  the  receipt  of  various  other  sums,  amounting 
(with  that  which  he  accepted  from  the  nabob  of  Oude) 
to  nearly  200,000/.  whieh  sums  he  affirmed  had  been 
converted  to  the  company^s  property  through  his  means, 
but  without  discovering  from  whom,  or  on  what  account 
he  received  the  same.  That  instead  of  converting  thic 
money  to  the  company's  property,  as  he  affirmed  he  liad 
done>  it  appears  that  he  had  lent  the  greater  part  of  it 
to  the  company  upon  bonds  bearing  interest,  which  bonds 
were  demanded  and  received  by  him,  and,  for  aught  that 
yet  appears,  have  never  been  given  up  or  caucelled. 
That  for  another  considerable  part  of  the  above  men- 
tioned snui  he  has  taken  credit  to  himself,  as  for  a  deposit 
of  his  own  property,  and  therefore  demandable  by  him 
out  of  the  company's  treasury  at  his  discretion.     That 
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all  sums  80  lent  or  deposited  are  not  alienated  from  the 
person  who  lends  or  deposits  the  same ;  consequentlj, 
that  the  declaration  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings^ 
that  he  had  converted  the  whole  of  these  sums  to  the 
company's  property  was  not  true  ;  nor  would  such  a 
transfer,  if  it  had  really  been  made,  have  justified  the  said 
Warren   Hastings    in  originally  receiving  the  mdney; 
which,  being  in  the  first  instance  contrary  to  laiv,  could 
not  be  rendered  legal  by  any  sul)sequent  disposition  or 
application  thereof;  much  less  would  it  have  justified 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  delaying  to  make  a  disco- 
very of  these  transactions  to  the  court  of  directors,  un- 
til he  bad  heard  of  the  inquiries  then  bes^un,  and  proceed- 
ing in  parliament ;  in  finally  making  a  discovery,  such  as 
it  is,  in  terms  tite  most  intricate,  obscnre,  and  contradic- 
tory.    That,  instead  of  that  fuU  and  clear  explanation 
of  his  conduct,  whicli  the  court  of  directers  demanded, 
and  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  bound  to  give 
them,  he  has  contented  himself  with  telling  the  said  di- 
rectors, that  "  if  this  matter  was  to  be  exposed  to  the 
view  of  the  public,  his  reasons  for  acting  as  he  had  done 
might  fiirnish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to  which  it  would 
be  of  little  use  to  reply.     That  he  either  chose  to  con- 
ceal the  first  receipts  from  public  curiosity  by  receiving 
bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any  stu- 
died design,  which  his  memory  could  at  that  distance  of 
time  verify;  and  that  he  could  have  concealed  them 
from  their  eye  and  tliat  of  the  public  for  ever."     That 
the  discovery,  as  far  as  it  goes,  establishes  the  guilt  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  taking  money  against  law, 
but  does  not  warrant  a  conclusion  that  he  has  discovered 
nil  that  he  may  have  taken.     That,  on  the  contrary, 
tMich  discovery,  not  being  made  in  proper  time,  and  when 
made,  being  imperfect,  perplexed,  and  wholly  unsatisfac- 
tory, leads  to  a  just  and  reasonable  presumption,  that 
other  facts  of  the  same  nature  have  been  concealed, 
since  those,  which  he  has  confessed,  might  have  l>een  for 
ever:  and  that  this  partial  confession  was  either  extorted 
from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  dread  of  detec- 
tion, or  made  witJi  a  view  of  i^moving  suspicion,  and 
preventing  any  further  inquiry  into  his  conduct. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  to  the 
court  of  directors,  dated  2Ist  of  February,  1784,  has 
confessed  his  having  privatvhf  received  another  sum  of 
money,  the  amount  of  which  he  has  not  declared,  but 
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which,  from  the  application  he  says  he  has  made  of  iU 
could  not  be  less  than  thirty-four  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling That  he  has  not  informed  the  directors  from  whom 
he  received  this  money,  at  what  time,  nor  on  what  ac- 
count ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  attempted  to  justify 
the  receipt  of  it,  which  was  illegal,  by  the  application  of 
it,  which  was  unauthorized  and  unwarrantable,  and 
which,  if  admitted  as  a  reason  for  receiving  money  pri- 
vately,  would  constitute  a  precedent  of  the  most  danger- 
ous nature  to  the  company's  service.  That  in  attempt- 
ing to  justify  the  receipt  and  application  of  the  said  mo- 
ney, he  has  endeavoured  to  establish  principles  of  con- 
duct in  a  governor,  which  tend  to  subvert  all  order  and 
regularity  in  the  conduct  of  public  business,  to  encou- 
rage and  facilitate  fraud  and  corruption  in  all  offices  of 
pecuniary  trust,  and  to  defeat  all  inquiry  into  the  mis- 
conduct of  any  person,  in  whom  pecuniary  trust  is  re- 
posed. That  the  said  Warreu  Hastings,  in  his  letter 
above  mentioned,  has  made  a  declaration  to  the  court  of 
directors  in  the  following  terms :  '^  Having  had  occasion 
'  to  disburse  from  my  own  cash  many  sums,  which,  though 
required  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  sta- 
tion, I  have  hitherto  omitted  to  enter  in  toy  public  ac- 
counts, and  my  own  fortune  being  unequal  to  so  heavy  a 
charge,  I  have  resolved  to  reimburse  myself  in  a  mode 
the  most  suitable  to  the  situation  of  your  affairs,  by 
charging  the  same  in  my  durbar  accounts  of  the  present 
year,  and  crediting  them  by  a  sum  privately  receivedy 
and  appropriated  to  your  service  in  the  same  manner 
with  other  sums  received  on  account  of  the  honourable 
company,  and  already  carried  to  their  account."  That, 
$t  the  time  of  writing  this  letter,  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings had  been  in  possession  of  the  government  of  Fort 
IVilliam  about  twelve  years,  with  a  clear  salary,  or 
avowed  emoluments,  at  no  time  less  than  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year,  exclusive  of  which  all 
the  principal  expenses  of  his  residence  were  paid  for  by 
the  company.  That  if  the  services  mentioned  by  him 
were  required  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his 
station,  he  ought  not  to  have  omitted  to  enter  them  in 
his  public  accounts,  at  the  times  when  the  expenses  were 
incurred.  That  if  it  was  true,  as  he  affirms,  that  when 
he  first  engaged  in  these  expenses  he  had  no  intention  to 
carry  them  to  the  account  of  the  company,  there  was  no 
subsequent  change  in  his  situation,  which  conid  justify 
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hii  departing  from  that  intention.  That  if  his  own  for- 
tune, in  the  year  1784,  was  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge, 
tlie  state  of  his  fortune  at  any  earlier  period  roust  have 
been  still  more  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge.  That  the 
fact  so  asserted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  leads  di- 
rectly to  an  inference  palpably  false  and  absurd,  viz. 
that  the  longer  a  governor  general  holds  that  lucrative 
office,  the  poorer  he  must  become.  That  neither  would 
the  assertion,  if  it  were  true,  nor  the  inference,  if  it  were 
admitted,  justify  the  conduct  avowed  by  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  in  resolving  to  reimburse  himself  out  of 
the  company's  property  without  their  consent  or  know- 
ledge. That  the  account  transmitted  in  this  letter  is 
•tyled  by  himself  an  nggrcg^ate  of  a  contingetd  account  of 
twelve  years.  That  all  contingent  accounts  should  be  sub- 
mit ted  to  those  who  ought  to  have  an  official  control  over 
them,  at  annual  or  other  shorter  periods,  in  order  that  the 
expense  already  incurred  may  be  checked  and  examined, 
and  similar  expenses,  if  disapproved  of,  may  be  prohibited 
in  time;  that,  after  a  very  long  period  is  elapsed,  all 
check  and  control  over  such  expenses  is  impracticable ; 
and,  if  it  were  practicable  in  the  present  instance,  would 
be  completely  useless,  since  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
without  waiting  for  the  consent  of  the  directors,  did 
resolve  to  reimburse  himself  That  the  conduct  of  the 
laid  Warren  Hastings,  in  withholding  these  accounts  for 
twelve  years  together,  and  then  resolving  to  reimburse 
himself  without  the  consent  of  his  employers,  has  been 
fraudulent  in  the  Grst  instance,  and  in  the  second  amounts 
to  a  denial  and  mockery  of  the  authority  placed  over  hin:\ 
by  law ;  and  that  he  has  thereby  set  a  dangerous  exam- 
ple to  his  successors,  and  to  every  man  in  trust  or  office 
under  him.  That  the  mode  in  which  he  has  reimbursed 
himself,  is  a  crime  of  a  much  higher  order,  and  greatly 
aggravates  whatever  was  already  criminal  in  the  other 
parts  of  this  transaction.  That  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, in  declaring  that  be  should  reimburse  himself  by 
«:rediting  the  company  by  a  sum  privately  received^  has 
acknowledged  himself  guilty  of  an  illegal  act  in  receiving 
money  privalvly.  That  he  has  suppressed  or  withheld 
every  particular,  which  could  throw  any  light  on  a  con* 
duct  so  suspicious  in  a  governor,  as  the  private  receipt 
i>f  money.  That  the  general  confession  of  the  private 
receipt  of  a  large  sum  in  gross,  in  which  no  circumstance 
of  time,  place,  occasion,  or  person,  nor  even  the  amount 
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is  speciGed,  tends  to  cover  or  protect  any  act  of  tLe 
Mine  nature  (as  far  as  a  general  confession  can  protect 
such  acts)  which  may  be  detected  hereafter,  and  which 
in  fact  may  not  make  part  of  the  gross  sum  so  confessed, 
and  that  it  tends  to  perplex  and  defeat  all  inquiry  into 
such  practices.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 
stating  to  the  directors  that  he  has  resolved  to  reim- 
burse himself  in  a  mode  the  most  suitable  to  tiie.  situation 
of  their  affairs^  viz.  by  receiving  money  privately 
i^inst  law,  has  stated  a  presumption  highly  injurious  to 
the  integrity  of  the  said  directors ;  viz.  that  they  will 
not  object  to,  or  even  inquire  into  any  extraordinary 
expenses,  incurred  and  charged  by  Ihcir  governors  in 
India,  provided  such  expenses  are  reimbursed  by  money 
privately  and  illegally  received.     That  he  has  not  ex- 

Elained  what  that  situation  of  their  affairs  was  or  could 
e,  to  which  so  dangerous  and  corrupt  a  principle  was  ov 
might  be  applied.    That  no  evidence  has  been  produced 
to  prove  that  it  was  true,  nor  any  ground  of  argument 
stated  to  show  that  it  might  be  credible,  tfiat  any  native 
of  India  had  voluntarily  and  gratuitously  given  nriooey 
privately  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  is,  without 
some  pro6|)ect  of  a  benefit  in  return,  or  some  dread  of 
his  resentment,  if  lie  refused.     That  it  is  not  a  thing  to 
be  beheved,  that  any  native  would  give  large  sums  pri- 
vately to  a  governor,  which  he  refused  to  give  or  lend 
publicly  to  government,  unless  it  were  to  derive  some 
adequate  secret  advantage  from  the  favour,  or  to  avoid 
some  mischief  from  the  enmity  of  such  governor.     That 
the  late  confessions  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
of  money  received  against  law  are  no  proof  that  he  did 
not  originally  intend  to  appropriate  the  same  to  his  own 
use,  such  confessions  having  been  made  at  a  suspicious 
moment,  when,  and  not  before,  he  was  apprized  of  the 
inquiries  commenced  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  when 
a  dread  o{  the  consequence  of  those  inquiries  might  act 
upon  hb  mind  ;  that  such  confessions,  from  the  obscure, 
tntricate,  and  contradictory  manner  in  which  they  are 
made,  imply  guilt  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  far  as 
they  go ;  that  they  do  not  furnish  any  colour  of  reason  to 
coDclttde  that  he  has  confessed  all  the  money  which  he 
may  have  corruptly  received  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
they  warrant  a  just  and  reasonable  presumption,  that  in 
discovering  some  part  of  the  bribes  he  had  received,  he 
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hoped  to  lull  suspicion,  and  thereby  conceal  and  secure 
the  rest. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  when  the  former  accounts 
of  these  transactions  came  before  them,  did  show  an  evi- 
dent disposition  not  to  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastingiiy 
but  to  give  the  noost  favourable  construction  to  his  con- 
duct ;  that  nevertheless  they  found  themselves  obliged 
"^  to  confess  that  the  statement  of  those  transactions  ap- 
peared to  them  in  many  parts  ho  uninlelligiblej  that  thej' 
felt  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the 
governor  general  for  an  explanation,  agreeably  to  his 
promise  voluntarily  made  to  them." 

That  their  letter,  containing  this  requisition,  was  re- 
ceived in  Bengal  in  the  month  of  August,  17U4,  and  that 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  embark  for  England 
until  the  2d  of  February,  1785,  but  made  no  reply  to 
that  letter  before  his  departure,  owing,  as  he  has  since 
said,  to  a  variety  of  other  more  imporUint  occupation' 
That,  under  pretence  of  such  occupations,  he  neglected 
to  transmit  to  the  court  of  directors  a  copy  of  a  paper, 
which,  he  says,  contained  the  only  account  he  ever  kept 
of  the  transaction.     That  such  a  paper,  or  a  copy  of  it, 
might  have  been  transmitted  witlimit  interrupting  otiier 
important  occupations,  if  any  could  be  more  im[)ortant 
than  that  of  giving  a  clear  and  satisfactory  answer  to  the 
requisition  of  the  directors.     That,  since  hid  arrival  in 
fkiglandf  he  has  written  a  letter  to  the  cliairman  of  that 
court,  professedly  in  answer  to  their  letter  above-men*  8«6  bb 
tioned,  but  in  fact  giving  no  explanation  or  satisfaction  the  ntb 
whatsoever  on  the  points  which  they  had  declared  to  j^;  .^ 
be  unintelligible.    Tiiat  the  terms  of  his  letter  are  aoF  ^^^^^ 
biguous  and  obscure,  such  as   a  guilty  man  might  have  charst* 
recourse  to,  in  order  to  cover  his  guilt,  but  such  as  no 
innocent  man,  from  whom  nothing  was  required  but  to 
clear  his  innocence   by  giving  plain  answers  to  plain 
questions,  could  possibly  have  made  use  of.     Tliat  in  bis 
letter  of  the  11th  of  July,  Uii^,  he  says,  <<  that  he  has 
been  kindly  apprized,  that  the  information  required  aa 
above  was  yet  expected  from  him:  that  the  submission^ 
which  his  respect  would  have  enjoined  him  to  pay  to  the 
command  imposed  on  him,  was  lost  to  his  recollectioHt 
perhaps  from  the  stronger  impression,  which  the  Gnt 
and  distant  perusal  of  it  had  left  on  his  mind,  that  it  was 
rather  intended  as  a  reprehension  for  something  which 
bad  given  ofTeoce  in  his  report  of  the  original  transaction, 
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than  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  a  further  elucidaiioii 
of  it." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  affecting  to  doubt 
whether  the  information  expressly  required  of  him  by  big 
employers  was  expected   or  not,  has  endeavoured  to 
justify  a  criminal  delay  and  evasion  in  giving  it.     That, 
considering  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  recent 
date  of  the  command,  it  is  not  possible  thtU  U  could  be 
lost  to  his  recollection  ;  much  less  is  it  possible  that  he 
could  have  understood  the  specific  demand  of  an  answer  to 
specific  questions  to  be  intended  only  as  a  reprehension 
fi>ra  former  offence;  viz.  the  offence  of  withholding  from 
the  directors  that  very  explanation,  which  he  ought   to 
have  given  in  the  6rst  instance.     That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  his  answer  to  the  said  questions,  cautiously 
avoids  affirming  or  denying  any  thing  in  clear  positive 
terms,  and  professes  to  recollect  nothing  with  absolute 
certainty.     That  he  has  not,  even  now,  informed  the 
directors  of  the  name  of  any  one  person,  from  whom  any 
part  of  the  money  in  question  was  received,  nor  what 
was  the  motive  of  any  one  person  for  giving  the  same. 
That  he  has,  indeed,  declared  that  his  motive  for  lend- 
ing to  the  company,  or  depositing  in  their  treasury  in  hia 
own  name,  money,  which  he  has,  in  other  places,  declared 
to  be  their  property,  was  to  avoid  ostentation,  and  that 
lending  the  money  was  the  least  liable  to  reflection  ;  yet^ 
when  he  has  stated  these  and  other  conjectural  motives 
for  his  own  conduct,  he   declares   he  will  not  affirm^ 
though  he  is  firmly  persuuded^  that  those  were  his  senti- 
metits  on  the  occasion.     That  of  one  thing  only  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  declares  he  is  certain  ;  viz.  "  That  it 
was  his  design  originally  to  have  concealed  the  receipt  of 
all  the  sums  except  the  second,  even  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  court  of  directors ;  but  that  when  fortune  threw 
a  sum  in  his  way  of  a  magnitude  which  could  not  be  con- 
cealed, and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  his  situation  at  the 
time  in  which  he  had  received  it,  made  him  more  cir- 
cumspect of  appearances,   he  chose  to  apprize  his  em- 
ployers of  it."    That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  informs 
the  directors  that  he  had  endorsed  the  bonds  taken  by 
him  for  money  belonging  to  the  company,  and  lent  by 
bim  to  the  company,  in  order  to  guard  against  their  be- 
coming a  claim  on  the  company^  as  part  of  his  estate,  in 
the  event  of  his  death;  but  he  has  not  affirmed,  nor  does 
it  any  where  appear,  that  he  has  surrendered  the  said 
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bonds  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  That  the  said  Warrea 
Hastings,  in  affirming  that  he  had  not  time  to  answer  the 
questions  put  to  him  by  the  directors,  while  he  was  in 
Bengal — in  not  bringing  with  him  to  England  the  docu- 
ments necessary  to  enable  him  to  answer  those  questions, 
or  in  pretending  that  he  has  not  brought  them — in  re- 
ferring the  directors  back  again  to  Bengal  for  those  docu- 
ments, and  for  any  further  information,  on  a  subject  on 
which  he  has  given  them  no  information,  and  particularly 
in  referring  them  back  to  a  person  in  Bengal  for  a  paper, 
which,  he  says,  contained  the  only  account  he  ever  kept 
of  the  transaction,  while  he  himself  professes  to  doubt 
whether  that  paper  be  still  in  beings  whether  it  be  in  tlie 
lutnds  of  that  person,  or  whether  that  person  can  recol" 
led  any  thing  distinctly  concerning  it — has  been  guiltj 
of  gross  evasions,  and  of  palpable  prevarication  and  de- 
ceit, as  well  as  of  contumacy  and  disobedience  to  the 
lawful  orders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  thereby  con- 
firmed all  the  former  evidence  of  his  having  constantly 
used  the  influence  of  his  station  for  the  most  scandalous, 
illegal,  and  corrupt  pnr[)oses. 
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IX.  RESIGNATION  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF 
GOVERNOR  GENERAL. 


That  Warren  Hastings  having,  bj  his  agent,  Lauch- 
lin  Macleane,  Eisquirc,  on  the  lOtb  daj  of  October,  in 
the  year  1776,  ^'signified  to  the  court  of  directors  has 
desire  to  resign  his  office  of  governor  general  of  Bengal, 
and  requested  their  nomination  of  a  successor  to  the  va- 
cancy, which  would  be  thereby  occasbned  in  the  su- 
preme council/'  the  court  of  directors  did  thereupon  de- 
sire the  said*  Lauchlin  Macleane  "  to  inform  them  of  the 
authority  under  which  he  acted,  in  a  point  of  such  very 
great  importance ;"   and   the   said  Lauchlin   Macleaoe 
**  signifying  thereupon  his   readiness  to  give  the  court 
every  possible  satisfaction  on  that  subject,  but  the  pow- 
ers witn  which  he  was  intrusted  by  the  papers  in  his  cus- 
tody, being  mixed  with  other  matters  of  a  nature  extremely 
confidential,  he  would  submit  the  same  to  the  inspection  of 
any  three  of  the  members  of  the  court,"  the  said  court  of 
directors  empowered  the  chairman,  deputy  chah-maOt 
and  Richard  Beecher,  Esquire,  to  inspect  the  authori- 
ties, powers,  and  directions,  with  which  Mr.  Macleane 
was  furnished  by  Mr.  Hastings,  to  make  the  propositions 
contained  in  his  letter  of  the  10th  October,   1776,  and 
to  report  their  opinion  thereon.     And  the  said  comoiit- 
tee  did  accordingly,  on  the  23d  of  the  said  month,  report, 
*'  that,  having  conferred  with  Mr.  Macleane  on  the  sub* 
juct  of  his  letter  presented  to  the  court  the  1 1th  instant, 
they  found  that  from  the  purport  of  Mr.  Hastings'  instruc- 
tions, contained  in  a  paper  in  his  own  hand-writing  given  to 
Mr.  Macleane,  and  produced  by  him  to  them,  Mr.  Has- 
tings declared  he  would  not  continue  in  the  government  of 
Bengal,  unless  certain  conditions,  therein  specified,  could 
be  obtained,  of  which  they  saw  no  probability  ;  and  Mr. 
George  Vansittart  had  declared  to  them,  that  he  was 
present  when  these  instructions  were  given  to  Mr.  Ma- 
cleane, and  when  Mr.  Hastings  empowered  Mr.  Macleane 
to  declare  his  resignation  to  the  said  court :  that  Mr. 
Stewart  had  likewise  confirmed  to  them,  that  Mr.  Has- 
tings declared  to  him,  that  he  had  given  directions  to  the 
above  purpose  by  Mr.  Macleane." 
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And  the  court  of  directors,  having  received  from  the 
said  report  due  satisfaction  respecting  the  authority 
vested  in  the  said  Ijauchlin  Macleane  to  propose  the 
said  resignation  of  the  office  of  governor  general  of  Ben- 
gal, did  unanimously  resolve  to  accept  the  same ;  and 
did  also,  under  powers  vested  in  the  said  court  by  the 
act  of  the  13th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  nominat6 
and  appoint  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  to  succeed  to 
the  office  in  the  council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal, 
which  will  become  vacant  by  the  said  resignation,  if 
such  nomination  shall  be  approved  by  his  majesty;** 
which  nomination  and  appointment  was  afterwards,  ill 
due  form,  approved  and  confirmed  by  his  majesty. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did,  by  a  postscript  to 
their  general  letter,  dated  26th  October,  J 776,  acquaint 
the  governor  general  and  council  at  Calcutta  of 
their  acceptance  of  the  said  resignation,  of  their  appoint- 
ment  of  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  to  fill  the  said  va- 
cancy, and  of  his  majesty's  approbation  of  the  said  ap- 
pointment, together  with  the  grounds  of  their  said  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  did  transmit  to  the  said  governor  general 
and  council  copies  of  the  said  instruments  of  appoint- 
ment and  confirmation." 

That  the  said  despatches  from  the  court  of  directors 
ivere  received  at  Calcutta,  and  were  read  in  council  on 
the  19th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1777  ;  and  that  War- 
Fen  Hastings,  Esquire,  having  taken  no  steps  to  yield  the 
government  to  his  successor,  General  Claveriiig,  and  hav- 
ing observed  a  profound  silence  on  the  subject  of  the 
said  despatches,  he,  the  said  General  Clavering,  did,  oa 
the  next  day,  being  the  20th  of  June,  by  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  require  him  to  sur- 
render the  keys  of  Fort  William  and  of  the  company's 
treasuries :  but  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  positively 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  said  requisition,  ''denying 
that  his  office  was  vacated,  and  declaring  his  resolution 
to  assert  and  maintain  his  authority  by  every  legal 
means." 

That  the  said  General  Clavering,  conceiving  that  the 
office  of  governor  general  was  vacated  by  the  arrival  of 
the  said  despatches,  which  acquainted  the  council  gene- 
ral of  the  resignation  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and 
the  appointment  of  the  said  Edward  Wheler,  E^uirei 
and  that  he,  the  said  General  Clavering,  had  in  conse- 
quence thereof  legally  succeeded)  under  the  provisions 
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of  the  act  of  the  13th  year  of  his  present  majesty's 
reign,  to  the  said  office  of  governor  general,  become  va- 
cant in  the  manner  aforesaid,  did,  in  virtue  thereof,  issue 
10  his  own  name  summonses  to  Richard  Barweli,  Esquire, 
and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  members  of  the  council,  to 
attend  the  same;  and  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Philip 
Francis,  Esquire,  who  obeyed  the  said  summons,  did 
take  the  oaths  as  governor  general,  and  did  sit  and  pre- 
side in  council  as  governor  general,  and  prepared  several 
acts  and  resolutions  in  the  said  capacity  of  governor  ge- 
neral ;  and  did,  amongst  other  things,  prepare  a  procla- 
mation to  be  made  of  his  said  succession  to  the  govem- 
ment,  and  of  its  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  said 

{proclamation ;  but  did  not  carry  any  of  the  acts  or  reso- 
tttions  so  prepared  into  execution. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  notwithstanding 
thereof,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  resolution  to  assert  and 
maintain  his  authority,  illegally  and  unjustiBably  summon 
the  council  to  meet  in  another  department,  and  did  sit 
and  preside  therein,  apart  from  the  auid  General  Claver-  . 
ing  and  his  council;  and  in  conjunction  with  Richard 
Barweli,  Esquire,  who  concurred  therein,  issued  sundry 
orders,  ai^d  did  sundry  acts  of  government  belonging  to 
the  office  of  governor  general ;  and,  amongst  others,  did 
order  several  letters  to  be  written  in  the  name  of  the 
governor  general  and  council,  and  did  subscribe  the 
same,  to  the  commandant  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, and  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Barrackpore,  and 
to  the  commanding  officers  at  the  other  stations,  and  also 
to  the  provincial  councils  and  collectors  in  the  provinces, 
enjoining  them  severally  ^*  to  obey  no  orders,  excepting 
such  as  should  be  signed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
or  a  majority  of  his  council." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  the  said  pro- 
ceedings, which  were  contrary  both  to  law  and  to  good 
faith,  constitute  a  double  government,  thereby  destroying 
and  annihilating  all  government  whatever ;  and,  by  his 
said  orders  to  the  military  officers,  did  prepare  for  open 
resistance  by  arms,  exposing  thereby  the  settlement  and 
all  the  inhabitants,  subjects  of  or  dependant  on  the  Bri>- 
tish  government,  whether  native  or  European,  not  only 
to  political  distractions,  but  to  the  horrors  of  civil  war ; 
and  did,  by  exposing  the  divisions  and  weakness  of  the 
supreme  government,  and  thereby  loosening  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  provinces,  sliake  tlic  whole  foundation  gf 
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British  authority,  and  imminently  endanger  the  exist* 
eoce  of  the  British  nation  in  India. 

That  the  said  evils  were  averted  only  by  the  modera- 
tion of  the  said  General  Clavering  and  Philip  Francb, 
Esquire,  in  consenting  to  a  reference,  and  submitting  to 
the  decision  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature, although  they  entertained  no  doubts  themselves 
on  the  legality  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  validity  of  Ge- 
neral Clavering's  instant  right  to  the  chair ;  and  although 
they  were  not  in  any  way  bound  by  law  to  consult  the 
said  judges,  who  had  no  legal  or  judicial  authority  there- 
in, in  virtue  of  their  offices,  or  as  a  court  of  justice,  biit 
were  consulted,  and  interposed  their  advice  only  as  in- 
dividuals, by  the  voluntary  reference  of  the  parties  in 
the  said  dispute.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  br 
his  declaration  entered  in  minutes  of  council,  '^  tiiat  it 
was  his  determination  to  abide  by  the  opinion  of  the 
judges,"  and  by  the  measures  he  had  previously  taken 
as  aforesaid  to  enforce  the  same  by  arms,  did  risk  all 
the  dangerous  consequences  above  mentioned;  which 
must  have  taken  place,  if  the  said  General  Clavering  and 
Philip  Francis,  Esq.  had  not  been  more  tender  of  the 
public  interests,  and  less  tenacious  of  their  own  rights, 
and  had  persisted  in  their  claim,  as  they  were  by  law  en* 
titled  to  do,  the  extrajudicial  interposition  of  the  judges 
notwithstanding;  and  from  which  claim  they  receded 
only  from  their  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  which  the  illegal  re- 
sistance of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  would  otherwise 
infallibly  have  occasioned. 

That  after  the  said  judges  had  delivered  their  opinion 
^^  That  the  place  and  office  of  governor  general  of 
this  presidency  had  not  yet  been  vacated  by  Warren 
Hastings,  and  that  the  actual  assumption  of  the  govern- 
ment by  the  member  of  the  council  next  in  succession 
to  Mr.  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  any  deduction  which 
could  be  made  from  the  papers  communicated  to  them, 
would  be  absolutely  illegal ;"  and  after  the  said  General 
Clavering  and  PJiilip  Francis,  Esq.  had  signified  to  the 
said  AV^arren  Hastings,  by  a  letter  dated  the  21st  of  June, 
**  their  intention  to  acquiesce  in  the  opinion  of  the 
judges ;"  and  when  the  difTcrences  in  the  supreme  coun- 
cil were  by  these  means  composed,*  and  the  .calamities 
consequent  thereon  were  avoided;  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings and  Richard  Barwell,  Esq.  did  once  more  endanger 
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the  public  peace  and  security,  by  other  illegal,  unwar* 
rantable,  and  unprovoked  acts  of  violence  ;  having  omit* 
ted  to  lummoa  either  the  aaid  General  Clavering,  or  the 
Btid  Philip  Francis,  Elsq.  to  council ;  and  having,  in  a 
council  held  thus  privately  and  clandestinely,  and  con* 
trary  to  law,  on  the  22d  day  of  June,  come  to  the  fol* 
lowing  resolutions,  viz. 

**  fiesolved,  that  by  the  said  acts,  orders,  and  declara- 
tions of  Lieutenant  General  John  Clavering,  recited  in 
the  foregoing  papers  [meaning  the  proceedings  of  General 
Clavering  in  his  separate  council  on  the  20th  of  June] 
he  has  actually  usurped  and  assumed,  and  taken  posses- 
Bion  of  the  place  and  office  of  governor  general  of  the 
presidency  of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the 
act  of  the  13th  of  his  present  majesty  to  Warren  Has- 
tings, Esq.  ^ 

*^  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant  General  John  Clavering 
has  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  surrendered,  and  va- 
cated the  office  of  senior  counsellor  of  Fort  William,  in 
Bengal. 

*'  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant  General  John  Clavering 
has  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  surrendered,  and  va- 
cated his  place  of  commander  in  chief  of  the  company's 
forces  in  India. 

^'  Resolved,  that  Richard  Harwell,  Esq.  by  virtue  of 
the  said  act  of  parliament,  and  by  the  death  of  the  ho- 
pourable  George  Monson,  Esq.  is  promoted  to  the  office 
of  senior  counsellor  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  William, 
in  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  the  said  relinquishment,  re- 
signation, surrender,  and  vacation  of  General  Clavering. 

*'  Resolved,  that  the  office  of  commander  in  chief  of 
tlie  company's  forces  in  India,  by  the  relinquishment,  re- 
signation, surrender,  and  vacation  of  General  Clavering, 
and  by  tlie  death  of  the  honourable  George  Monson, 
Esq.  does  no  longer  exist. 

^  Resolved,  that,  for  the  preservation  of  the  legality 
of  our  proceedings,  Lieutenant  General  John  Clavering 
be  not  m  future  summoned  or  admitted  as  a  member  of 
the  governor  general  and  council." 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  Richard  Harwell, 
Esq.  did  again  sit  in  counsel  on  the  next  day,  being  the 
23d  of  June,  without  summoning  either  General  Claver- 
ing, or  Philip  Fvancis,  Esquire ;  and  did  come  to  several 
other  resolutions,  and  make  several  orders,  contrary  to 
W  or  justice,  and  iooensistent  with  the  truKjuiUity  and 
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the  security  of  the  settlement ;  that  is  to  say,  they  or* 
dered  their  secretary  **  to  notify  to  General  Clavering 
that  the  board  had  declared  his  offices  of  senior  counsel- 
lor  and  commander  in  chief  to  be  vacant ;  and  to  furnisii 
him  with  a  copy  of  these  proceedings,  containing  the 
grounds  of  the  board  for  the  aforesaid  declaration." 

And  they  ordered  extracts  of  the  said  proceedings 
"  to  be  issued  in  general  orders,  with  letters  to  all  the 
provincial  councils  and  military  stations,  directing  tbeoi 
to  publish  the  same  in  general  orders :"  and  they  re- 
sdved  *<  that  all  military  returns  be  made  to  the  govern* 
or  general  and  council  in  their  military  departmentt 
until  a  commander  in  chief  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
company." 

That  on  the  day  following,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  24tli 
of  June,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  again  omit  to 
summon  General  Clavering  to  council,  and  did  again,  to- 
gether with  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  who  concurred 
therein,  adhere  to  and  confirm  the  said  illegal  resolutioos 
come  to  on  the  two  former  days,  declaring  *<  that  they 
could  not  be  retracted  but  by  the  present  authority  of 
the  law,  or  by  future  orders  from  home ;"  and  aggravar 
ting  the  guilt  of  the  said  unjustifiable  acts  by  declaringi 
as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  "  that  they  were  not 
the  precipitate  efllects  of  an  instant  and  passionate  im- 
pulse, but  the  fruits  of  long  and  most  tem[ierate  delibe- 
rations, of  inevitable  necessity,  of  the  strictest  sense  of 
public  duty,  and  of  a  conviction  equal  in  its  impressioB 
on  his  mind  to  absolute  certainty." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  the  less  excusa- 
ble in  this  obstinate  adherence  to  his  former  unjust  pro- 
ceedii^  as  the  said  declarations  were  made  in  answer 
to  a  motbn  made  by  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  for  the  re- 
versal of  the  said  proceedings,  and  to  a  minute  introdu- 
cing the  said  motion,  in  which  Mr.  Francis  set  forth  in  a 
cUm  and  forcible  manner,  and  in  terms  with  which  the 
court  of  directors  have  since  declared  their  entire  con- 
currence, both  the  extreme  danger  and  the  illegality  and 
invalidity  of  the  said  proceedings  of  Warren  Hastings 
and  Richard  Barwell,  Esq.  concluding  the  said  minute  by 
the  following  conciliatory  declaration :  **  and,  that  thto 
salutary  motion  may  not  be  impeded  by  any  idea  or  sus- 
picion that  General  Clavering  may  do  any  act  inconsis^ 
ent  with  the  acquiescence,  which  both  he  and  I  have 
avowed  in  the  decision  of  the  judges,  I  will  undertake 
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to  answer  for  him  in  this  respect ;  or  that,  if  he  shoulcl 
depart  from  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  that  acquies- 
cence, I  will  not  be  a  party  with  him  in  such  proceed- 

IDgS." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  could  not  plead  igno- 
rance of  the  law  in  excuse  for  the  said  illegal  acts,  as  it 
appears  from  the  proceedings  of  the  four  preceding  days 
iBat  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  tenure  by  which 
the  members  of  the  council  held  their  offices  under  the 
act  of  the  13th  of  his  present  majesty,  and  had  stated 
the  same  as  a  ground  for  retaining  his  own  office,  con- 
trary to  an  express  declaration  of  the  court  of  directors, 
and  an  instrument  under  the  sign  manual  of  his  majesty  ; 
and  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  in  their  reasons  for 
their  decision  in  his  favour,  had  stated  the  provisions  in 
13  o.  3.  the  said  act,  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  matter  in  dis- 
Vo.   **  pute  ;  from  which  it  appeared,  that  there  were  but  four 
grounds  on  which  the  office  of  any  member  of  the  coun* 
oil  could  be  vacated ;  namely,  death,  removal,  resigna- 
9. 10.    tion,  or  promotion.     And  as  the  act  confined  the  power 
act      of  removal  to  ^^  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
upon  representation  made  by  the  court  of  directors  of 
the  said  united  company  for  the  time  being ;"  and  coo- 
(erred  no  such  power  on  the  governor  general,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  the  council,  to  remove,  on  any  ground,  or  for 
any  cause  whatever,  one  of  their  colleagues ;  so,  grant- 
ing the  claim  of  General  Clavering  to  the  chair,  and  his 
acts  done  in  furtherance  thereof,  to  have  been  illegal  and 
criminal  in  whatever  degree,  yet  it  did  not  furnish  to  the 
rest  of  the  council  any  ground  to  remove  him  from  his 
office  of  counsellor  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act : 
and  there  could  therefore  remain  only  his  re«i^cfho?i  or 
promotion^  as  a  possible  means  of  vacating  his  said  office. 
But  with  regard  to  the  promotion  of  General  Clavering 
to  the  office  of  governor  general,  although  he  claimed  it 
himself,  yet,  as  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  admit  it,  and  as  in 
fact  it  was  even  receded  from  by  General  Clavering,  it 
could  not  be  considered,  at  least  by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a 
valid  ground  for  vacating  his  office  of  senior  counsellor, 
since  the  act  requires  for  that  purpose,  not  a  rejected 
claim,  but  an  actual  and  effectual  promotion  ;  and  Gene- 
ral Clav^ring's  office  of  counsellor  could  no  more  be  va- 
cated by  such  a  naked  claim,  unsupported  and  disallowed, 
than  the  seat  of  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons 
could  he  vacated,  and  a  new  writ  issued  to  supply  thp 
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vacancj,  by  his  claim  to  the  office  of  steward  of  the 
Chiltern  Hundreds,  when  his  majesty  has  refused  to  ap- 
point him  to  the  said  office.  And  with  regard  to  resig- 
nation, althougti  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  a  colour 
to  his  illegal  resolutions,  had  affectedly  introduced  th^ 
word  ''  resigned,"  amongst  those  of**  relinquished,  surreih 
dered,  and  vacated,'*  yet  he  well  knew  that  General  Ci# 
vering  had  made  no  offer  nor  declaration  of  his  re8igiia«> 
tion  of  his  offices  of  senior  counsellor  and  commander  in 
chief;  and  that  he  did  not  claim  the  office  of  governor 
general  on  the  ground  of  any  such  resignation  made  by 
himself,  but  on  the  ground  of  a  resignation  made  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings ;  which  resignation  the  said  Wai^ 
ren  Hastings  did  not  admit;  and  the  use  of  the  term  r»> 
rignedy  on  that  occasion,  was  therefore  a  manifest  and 
wilful  misconstruction  and  misapplication  of  the  words 
of  the  act  of  his  present  majesty.  And  such  misinter- 
pretation and  false  extension  of  the  term  of  resignation 
was  the  more  indecent  in  the  said  Warren  Plastings,  as 
he  was  at  the  same  moment  disavowing  and  refusing  to 
give  effect  to  his  own  clear  and  express  resignatbn,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  word  as 
used  in  the  said  act,  made  by  his  agent,  duly  authorised 
and  instructed  by  himself  so  to  do,  to  an  authority  com* 
petent  to  receive  and  accept  the  same. 

That  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  after- 
wards recede  from  the  said  illegal  measures  in  compK^ 
ance  with  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  judges  again  ith 
terposed,  and  did  thereby  avoid  the  gnilt  of  such  further 
acts,  and  the  blame  of  such  further  evils,  as  must  have 
been  consequent  on  a  persist  ance  therein ;  yet  he  was, 
nevertheless,  still  guilty  of  the  illegal  acts  above  de*- 
scribed ;  and  the  same  are  great  crimes  and  misdemea* 
Dors.  ' 

That,  although  the  judges  did  decide  that  the  office  of 
governor  general,  held  by  the  said  Warren  Hastlngpv 
was  not  ipso  facto  and  instanter  vacated  by  the  arrim 
of  the  said  despatches  and  documents  transmitted  by  tbt 
court  of  directors;  and  did  consider  tlie  said  conae- 
quences  of  the  resignation  as  awaiting  some  future  act  or 
event  for  its  complete  and  effectual  operation ;  yet  the 
said  judges  did  not  declare  any  opinion  on  the  ultinMila 
invalidity  of  the  said  acts  of  Laochlin  Macleane,  Eisq. 
as  not  being  binding  on  his  principal,  Warren  Hastings^ 
Esq.  nor  dkl  they  declare  any  opiobn,  that  the  obliga- 
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iiofi  of. the  said  resignation  was  not  (ram  tlie  beginning 
concltnive  and  eflTcctual,  altbougli  Us  operation  was,  fron» 
ftlie  necessity  of  the  case,  on  account  of  the  distance  be- 
tween England  and  India,  to  take  place  only  in  future  i 
or  that  the  said  resignation  made  by  Lanchlin  Macfeane, 
Esq.  was  only  an  ofier  or  proposal  of  a  resignation  to  be 
made  at  some  future  and  mdefinite  period,  or  a  mere  in- 
timation of  the  desire  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  to  re- 
sign at  some  future  and  indefiQitc  period,  and  that  the 
said  resignatbn,  notwithstanding  the  acceptance  thereof 
by  the  court  of  directors,  and  Ute  regular  appointment 
and  confirmation  of  a  snccessor,  was  still  to  remaiu  op- 
tional in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  be  ratified  or  de- 
parted from  at  his  future  choice  or  pleasure  ;  nor  did  iht 
aaid  judges  pronounce^  nor  do  any  of  their  reasoning, 
which  accompanied  their  decision,  tend  to  establish  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  eveo  the  ^time  for  ratifying  and  com- 
pleting the  said  transaction  was  to  be  at  the  sole  discre- 
tion of  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  but  they  only  deli- 
tered  their  opinion,  as  aforesaid,  that  his  said  olBce  "  has 
not  yet  been  vacated,  and  tlicrefore  that  the  aclnal  av 
sumption  of  the  government  by  the  member  of  the 
council  next  in  succession  was,  in  the  actual  cireumstan- 
ces»  and  relms  siti  stantibun^  illegal^'' 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  no  wheie  hina^ 
aelf  contend,  that  the  said  resignation  was  not  absolute, 
but  optional,  acccNrding  to  the  true  meaning  and  under- 
standing of  the  parties  in  England,  and  so  bras  tbe  acts 
of  Laochlin  Macleane,  Esq.  and  the  cowrt  of  directors 
were  binding  on  him  *,  but,  on  the  contrary,  be  grounds 
his  refusal  to  complete  the  same,  not  on  any  interpreta- 
tion of  tho  words  in  which  tlie  said  resignatioo,  am  the 
cither  instruments  aforesaid  wero  conceived,  but  rather 
on  a  disavowal  (not  direct  indeed,  but  implied)  of  his  smd 
acent,  and  of  the  powers  under  which  tbe  said  agent  had 
•himed  to  act  in  his  behalf.  Neither  did  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  ground  bis  said  refusal  on  any  objection  to 
Uie  particular  day,  or  period,  or  circumttanceift,  in  which 
the  requisition  of  General  Ctavering  Was  made ;  nor  ac- 
company the  said  refusal  with  any  qualification  in  that 
respect,  or  with  any  intimation  that  he  would,  at  any 
future  or  more  convenient  season,  comply  with  the  samd ; 
although  such  an  intimalion  m^ht  probably  have  induced 
Oeneral  Clavering  to  wave  an  instant  and  immediate 
chhd  to  the  chair>  and  might,  therefore,  hate  prevented 
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liie  dbtraclioM  which  happened,  and  the  greater  evils 
which'  impendedj  io  cooseqaence  of  the  said  claiiti  of 
General  Clavering,  and  the  said  refusal  of  Warren  Has- 
tingBi  Esq.  But  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the 
contrarj,  express  bis  said  refusal  in  such  general  and 
unqualified  terms  as  intimated  an  intention  to  resist 
absolutely  and  altogether,  both  then  and  at  any  fu- 
ture time,  the  said  requisition  of  General  Clavering. 
And  the  subsequent  proceeding!!  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  do  all  concur  in  proving  that  such  was  his  in- 
tention ;  for  ha  did  afterwards,  in  conformity  to  the  ad** 
▼ice  of  the  judges,  move  a  resolution  in  council,  '^  that 
all  parties  be  placed  in  the  same  situation  in  which  they 
stood  bdore  the  receipt  of  the  last  advices  from  England ; 
reserving  and  submittmg  to  a  decision  in  England  ihb 
respective  claims,  that  each  party  may  conceive  they 
have  a  rig^it  to  niake,  but  not  acting  upon  those  claims 
till  such  decision  shall  arrive  in  Bengal ;"  thereby  clearly 
and  explicitly  declaring,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
surrender  the  government  until  such  decision  should  ar- 
rive i»  Bengal,  which  could  not  be  expected  in  less  time 
than  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  date  of  the  said  resoln- 
tioo ;  and  thereby  clearly  and  explicitly  declaring,  that 
he  did  not  consider  bb  resignation  as  binding  for  the  pre* 
sent.  And  the  said  intentbn  was  manifested,  if  possible, 
still  more  directly  and  expressly  in  a  letter  written  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  court  of  directors,  da- 
ted the  15th  of  August,  1777,  being  almost  two  months 
after  the  receipt  of.j^ie  said  despatches;  in  which  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  declares,  that  **lie  did  not 
hold  himself  bound  by  the  notification  made  by  Mr.  Ma^ 
cleaw^  nor  by  any  of  the  acts  consequent  of  it.'' 

That,  such  appearing  to  have  been  ilie  intention  of 
tlie  said  Warren  Hastings^  General  Olavering  was  justt 
fied  in  immediately  assuming  the  government,  without 
waiting  for  any  future  act  of  the  said  Warren  Hastii^s, 
fiir  the  actual  surrender  of  the  said  government,  none 
such  being  likely  to  happen ;  and  Philip  Francis,  Esq. 
was  justified  in  supportmg  General  Clavering  in  the  same 
on  the  soundest  pnnciples  of  justice,  and  on  a  maxim  re- 
ceived in  courts  of  equity,  namely,  that  no  one  shall  avail 
himself  of  his  own  wrong ;  and  that,  if  any  one  refuse  or 
nt^tci  to  perform  that  which  he  is  bound  to  do,  the  rights 
of  others  shall  not  be  prejudiced  thereby,  but  such  acts' 
shall  be  deemed  and  reputed  to  liave  been  actually  per- 
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formed,  and  all  the  consequences  shall  be  enforced  which 
would  have  followed  from  such  actual  performance.  And 
therefore  the  resolutions  moved  and  voted  in  council  bjr 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  declaring  the  offices  of  Gene- 
ral Clavering  to  be  vacant,  were  not  only  illegal,  inas- 
much as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  no  authority  to 
warrant  such  a  declaration,  even  on  the  supposition  of 
the  acts  of  General  Clavering  being  contrary  to  law ; 
but  the  said  resolutions  were  further  highly  culpable  and 
criminal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  acts  done  by  General  Cla- 
vering, which  were  made  tiie  pretence  of  that  proceed* 
ing,  were  strictly  regular  and  legal. 

That  the  refusal  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  ratify 
the  resignation,  and  his  disavowal  of  the  said  Lauchlio 
Macleaue,  his  agent,  is  not  justified  by  any  thing  coo- 
taiiied  in  his  said  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated 
on  the  15th  of  August,  I???,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
no  where  directly  and  positively  asserting  that  the  said 
Lauchlin  Macleane  was  not  his  agent,  and  had  not  both 
faU  and  general  powers,  and  even  particular  instructions 
for  this  very  act ;  although  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings 
uses  many  indirect  and  circuitous,  but  insufficient  and  in- 
applicable insinuations  to  that  effect.  And  the  said  let- 
ter does,  on  the  contrary,  contain  a  clear  and  express 
avowal  that  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  was  his  confi- 
dential agent,  and  that  in  that  capacity  he  acted  through- 
out, and  particularly  in  this  special  matter,  with  zeal  and 
fidelity.  And  the  said  letter  does  further  admit  in  ef- 
fect the  instructions  produced  by  the  said  Lauchlin  Ma- 
cleane, Esq.  confirmed  by  Mr.  Yansittart  and  Mr.  Stew- 
art, and  relied  on,  and  confided  in  by  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, by  which  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  appeared  to 
be  specially  empowered  to  declare  the  said  resignation; 
the  words  of  the  said  instruction  being  as  follows :  *'  that 
l|e  (Mr.  Hastings;  will  iiot  cotUintie  in  the  govern- 
ment of  BetigaW^  "  unless  certain  conditions  therein  spe- 
cified can  be  obtained:"  and  tiie  words  of  the  said  letter 
being  as  follows:  *^  What  I  myself  know  with  certainty 
or  can  recollect  ut  this  distance  of  time,  concerning  the 
powers  and  instructions  which  were  given  to  Messieurs 
Macleane  and  Graham,  when  they  undertook  to  be  my 
agents  in  England,  I  will  circumstantially  relate. 

'^  I  am  in  possession  of  two  papers,  which  were  pre- 
sented to  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  of  their  departure 
from  Bengal ;  one  of  which  comprises  four  short  propo- 
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»ition8|  which  I  required  as  the  condUions  of  my  being 
confirtned  in  this  government.^* 

And  although  the  said  Warren  Hastuigs  does  here  art« 
fully  somewhat  change  the  words  of  his  written  instruc* 
tions  (and  which,  having  in  his  possession,  he  might  as 
easily  have  given  verbatim)  to  other  words,  which  may 
appear  less  explicit,  yet  they  are  in  fact  capable  of  only 
the  same  meaning ;  for  as,  at  the  time  of  giving  the  said 
instructions  to  his  agents,  he  was  in  full  possession  of  his 
office,  he  could  want  no  confirmation  therein,  except  fcis 
own ;  and,  in  such  circumstances,  *'  to  require  certaio 
things  as  the  conditions  of  his  being  confirmed  in  his 
govemmeuty*  is  tantamount  to  a  declaration,  ^  that  he 
mill  not  continue  in  his  government^  unless  those  con- 
ditioiis  can  be  obtained.**  And  the  said  attempt  at  pre*' 
varication  can  serve  its  author  the  less,  as  either  botk^ 
sentences  have  one  and  the  same  meaning ;  or  if  thenr 
meaning  be  different,  the  original  instructions  in  bis  own 
handwriting,  or,  in  otlier  words,  the  thing  itself,  must  be 
preferred  as  evidence  of  its  contents  to  a  loose  statement 
of  its  purport,  founded  perhaps  on  a  loose  recollection  of 
it  at  a  great  dislan  ce  of  time. 

That  the  said  refusal  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
was  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  court  of  directors,  and 
his  majesty's  ministers  in  England;  as  the  said  resig* 
nation  wa:^  not  merely  a  voluntary  offer,  without  any 
consideration,  and  therefore  subject  to  be  recalled  or  re- 
tracted at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but 
ought  rather  to  be  considered  as  having  been  the  result  of  a 
n^otiation  carried  on  between  Mr.  Macleane  for  the  bene* 
fit  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the 
court  of  directors  for  the  interests  of  the  company  on  • 
the  other ;  which  view  of  the  transaction  will  appear 
the  more  probable,  when  it  is  considered,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  said  resignation,  a  strict  inquiry  liad  been, 
carrying  on  by  the  court  of  directors  into  the  conduct 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  and  the  solicitor  and 
counsel  to  the  company,  and  other  eminent  counsel,  had 
given  it  as  their  opinions,  on  cases  stated  to  them,  that 
there  were  grounds  for  suing  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity,  and  that  the  company 
would  be  entitled  to  recover  in  the  said  suits  against: 
Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  several  very  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney taken  by  him  in  his  office  of  governor  general,  con- 
trary to  law,  and  in  breach  of  his  covenants,  and  of  his 
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daiy  to  the  companj  and  the  public ;  and  the  coort  of 
directors  had  also  come  to  various  severe  resoIutioDS  of 
ceosure  agaiosi  Ibe  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  aaaongit 
others  to  a  resolution  to  recal  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
and  remove  him  from  his  office  of  governor  general,  to 
answer  for  sundry  great  crimes  and  delinquencies  bj  him 
committed  in  his  said  office. 

^  And  on  these  accounts  it  appears  probable,  that  the 
•aid  resignation  was  tendered  and  accepted  as  a  coosi- 
deration  for  some  beneficial  concessions  made  in  coBse* 
quence  thereof  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  his  aaid 
dangerous  and  desperate  condition. 

And  the  said  xetiisal  was  also  an  act  of  great  disre- 
spect to  the  court  of  directorsf  and  to  his  majesty ;  and 
oy  rendering  abortive  their  said  measures,  tolemnly  aad 
deliberately  taken,  and  ratified  and  confirmed  by  bin  a»* 
jesty,  tended  to  bring  the  authority  of  the  C09rt:  of  di- 
rectors,  and  of  his  majesty,  into  contempt. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  an  injury  to  General  Ckve* 
ring. 

And  was  also,  or  might  have  been,  a  great  injury  to 
Edward  Wheler,  Esquire. 

And  was  an  act  of  signal  treachery  to  Lauchlin  Ma- 
cleane.  Esquire,  as  also  to  Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Stew- 
art, whose  honours  and  veracity  were  thereby  brought 
into  question,  doubt,  and  suspicion. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  prejudicial  to  the  affairs  of 
the  servants  of  the  comiutny  in  India,  by  shaking  the 
confidence  to  be  placed  in  their  agents  by  those  persons 
with  whom  it  might  be  for  their  interests  to  negotiate  on 
any  matter  of  importance,  and  by  thus  subjecting  the 
communication  of  persons  abroad  with  those  at  home  to 
difficulties  not  known  before. 
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X.  SURGEON  GENERAL'S  CONTRACT. 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  year  1777, 
did  grant  to  the  surgeon  general  a  contract  for  three 
yean  for  defraying  every  kind  of  hospital  and  medicine 
eipense,  not  only  in  breach  of  the  general  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors  with  respect  to  the  duration  of  con- 
tracts, but  in  direct  opposition  to  a  particular  order  of 
the  court  of  directors,  of  the  30th  of  March,  1774,  when 
they  directed,  **  that  the  surgeon  should  not  be  permit- 
ted to  enjoy  idf  emolument  arising  from  his  being  con- 
cerned in  dieting  the  patients ;  and  that  the  occupations 
of  surgeon  and  contractor  should  be  forthwith  sepa- 
rated." That  the  said  contract  was  in  itself  highly  im- 
proper, and  hieonsistent  with  the  good  of  the  service ; 
as  it  afforded  the  greatest  temptation  to  abuse,  and  es- 
tablished a  pecuniary  interest  in  the  surgeon  general, 
contrary  to  the  duties  of  his  station  and  profession. 
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XI.  CONTRACTS  FOR  POOLBUNDT 

REPAIRS. 


That  the  governor  general  and  council  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam did,  on  the  motion  and  recommendation  of  Warren 
Hastings,  Ei^quire,  enter  into  a  contract  with  Archibald 
Frazer,  Esquire,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1778,  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  pools  and  hanks  in  the  province  of  Burd- 
wan,  for  two  years,  at  t;;e  rate  of  120,000  sicca  rupees 
for  the  first  year,  and  ^0,000  rupees  for  the  second 
year. 

That  on  tlic  19th  of  December,  1778,  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  did  further  persuade  the  supreme  council 
to  prolong  the  term  of  the  above  contract  with  Archi- 
bald Frazer  for  the  space  of  three  years  more  on  the 
Same  conditions  ;  namely,  the  payment  of  80,000  sicca 
rupees  for  each  year.  To  which  was  added  a  permis- 
sion to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make  dobiuids^  or  special  repairs, 
whenever  he  should  judge  them  necessary,  at  the  charge 
of  government. 

That  the  said  contracts,  both  in  the  manner  of  their 
acceptance  by  the  supreme  council,  witliout  luiving  pre- 
viously advertised  for  proposals,  and  in  the  extent  of 
their  duration,  were  made  in  direct  violation  of  the  spe- 
cial orders  of  the  court  of  directors. 

That  so  far  from  any  advantage  having  been  obtai  ned 
for  the  company  in  the  terms  of  these  contracts  in  con- 
sideration of  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to 
continue,  the  expense  of  government  upon  this  article 
was  increased  by  these  engagements  to  a  very  great 
amount. 

That  it  appears  that  this  contract  had  been  held  for 
some  years  before  by  the  rajah  of  Burdwan,  at  the  rate 
of  26,000  rupees  per  annum. 

That  the  supermtendant  of  Poolbundy  repairs,  after  an 
accurate  and  diligent  survey  of  the  bunds  and  (mx>1s,  and 
the  provincial  council  of  Burdwan,  upon  the  best  infor- 
mation they  could  procure,  had  delivered  it  as  their 
opinion  to  the  governor  general  and  council,  before  the 
said  agreemeDt  was  entered  into,  tbtt  after  the  heavy 
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expense  (stated  in  Mr.  Kinlock's  estimate,  viz.  119,405 
sicca  rupees)  if  disbursed  as  they  recommended,  the 
charge  in  future  seasons  would  be  greatly  reduced,  and 
after  one  iliorongh  and  effectual  repair^  they  conceived  a 
small  annual  expense  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  the 
bunds  upy  and  prevent  their  going  to  decay. 

That  whatever  extraordinary  and  unusual  damages  the 
pools  and  bunds  might  have  sustained,  either  from  the 
neglect  of  the  rajali's  officers,  or  from  the  violence  of  the 
then  late  rains,  and  the  torrents  thereby  occasioned,  to 
justify  the  expense  of  the  first  year,  yet  as  they  were  all 
considered  and  concluded  in  the  estimate  for  that  year, 
there  could  be  no  pretence  for  allowing  and  continuing 
so  large  and  burdensome  a  payment  as  80,000  rupees 
per  annum,  for  the  four  succeeding  years. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  minutes  of 
the  13th  February,  1778,  himself  support  that  opinion, 
in  the  comparison  to  be  made  between  Mr.  Thomson's 
proposals  of  undertaking  the  same  service  for  60,000  ru- 
pees a  year,  for  nine  years,  and  the  terms  of  Mr.  Frazer's 
contracts;  preferring  the  latter,  because  these  were  "to 
effect  a  complete  icpair,  which  could  hardly  be  con- 
cluded in  one  season,  and  the  subsequent  expense  would 
be  but  trifling." 

Notwithstanding  which,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
urged  and  prevailed  upon  the  council  to  allow  in  the  first 
year  the  lull  amount  proposed  by  Mr.  Kinlock  in  his 
estimate  of  the  necessary  repairs,  and  did  burden  the 
company  with  what  he  must  iiave  deemed  to  be  ((fv  the 
greater  part  an  unnecessary  expense  of  80,000  rupees 
per  annum  for  four  years. 

That  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make 
dobunds,  or  new  and  additional  embankments  in  aid  of 
the  old  ones,  whenever  he  should  judge  them  necessary, 
at  the  charge  of  government  (the  said  charge  to  be  veri- 
fied by  the  oath  of  the  said  Frazer,  without  any  voucher) 
was  a  power  very  much  to  be  suspected,  and  very  im- 
proper to  be  entrusted  to  a  contractor,  who  had  already 
covenanted  to  keep  the  old  pools  in  perfect  repair,  and 
to  construct  new  ones  wherever  the  old  pools  had  been 
broken  down  and  washed  away,  or  where  the  course  of 
the  rivers  might  have  rendered  new  ones  necessary, 
in  consideration  of  the  great  sums  stipulated  to  be  paid 
tp  him  by  the  government. 

voii.  VI.  r    .V2    \ 
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That  the  grant  of  the  foregoing  contracts,  and  the  per- 
mission afterwards  annexed  to  the  second  of  the  said 
grants,  become  much  more  reprehensible  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  circumstances  of  the  person,  to  whom 
such  a  grant  was  made. 

That  the  due  performance  of  the  service  required 
local  knowledge  and  experience,  which  the  said  Archi- 
bald Frazer,  being  an  officer  in  the  supreme  court  of 
justice,  could  not  have  possessed. 
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XII.  CONTRACTS  FOR  OPIUM. 


That  it  appears  that  the  opium  produced  in  Benntl 
and  Bahar  is  a  considerable  and  lucrative  article  in  the 
export  trade  of  those  provinces ;  that  the  whole  produce 
has  been  for  manj  years  monopolized  either  by  indi- 
viduals or  by  the  government ;  that  the  court  of  directors 
of  the  East  India  company,  in  consideration  of  the  hard- 
ship imposed  on  the  native  owners  and  cultivators  of  the 
}ands,  who  were  deprived  of  their  natural  right  of  dealing 
with  many  competitors,  and  compelled  to  sell  the  pro- 
duce of  their  labour  to  a  single  monopolist,  did  authorbte 
the  governor  general  and  council  to  give  up  that  com- 
modity as  an  article  of  commerce. 

That  while  the  said  commodity  continued  to  be  a  mo- 
nopoly for  the  benefit  of  government,  and  managed  by  a 
contractor,  the  contracts  for  providing  it  were  subject 
to  the  company's  fundamental  regulation,  namely,  to  be 
put  up  to  auction,  and  disposed  of  to  the  best  bidder; 
and  that  the  company  particularly  ordered,  that  the  com- 
modity, when  [)rovided,  should  be  consigned  to  the  board 
of  trade,  who  were  directed  to  dispose  thereof  by  public 
auction. 

That  in  May,  1777,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  granted 
to  John  Mackenzie  a  contract  for  the  provision  of  opium^ 
to  continue  three  years,  and  without  advertising  for  pro- 
posals; that  this  transaction  was  condemned  by  the 
court  of  directors,  notwithstanding  a  clause  had  been  in- 
serted in  that  contract,  by  which  it  was  left  open  to  the 
court  of  directors  to  annul  the  same  at  the  expiration  of 
the  first  or  second  year. 

That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1 780,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  the  order  abovementioned, 
did  take  away  the  sale  of  the  opium  from  the  board  of 
trade,  though  he  disclaimed,  at  the  same  time,  any  in- 
tention of  hnf>lj/in^  a  censure  on  their  nunuip^ement. 

That  in  March,  1781,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
grant  to  Stephen  Sulivan,  son  of  Lawrence  Sulivan^ 
chairman  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, a  contract  for  the  provision  of  opium,  without  ad- 
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vertising  for  proposals,  and  without  even  receiving  any 
written  proposals  from  him  the  said  Sulivan ;  that  he 
granted  this  contract  for  four  years,  and,  at  the  request 
of  the  said  Sulivan,  did  omit  that  clause,  which  was  in- 
serted in  the  preceding  contract,  and  by  which  it  was 
rendered  liable  to  be  determined  by  orders  from  the 
company ;  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declaring,  contrary 
to  truth,  that  such  clause  was  bow  unnecessary,  as  the  di- 
rectors had  approved  the  contract. 

That  the  said  Sulivan  had  been  but  a  few  months  in 
Bengal,  wheu  the  above  contract  was  given  to  him ;  that 
he  was  a  stranger  to  the  country,  and  to  all  the  local 
commerce  thereof,  and  therefore  unqualified  for  the 
management  of  such  a  concern  ;  and  that  the  said  Suli- 
van,  instead  of  executing  the  contract  himself,  did, 
shortly  after  obtaining  the  same,  assign  it  over  to  Jolm 
Benn  and  otiiers ;  and  In  consideration  of  such  assignment 
did  receive  from  the  said  Benn  a  great  sum  of  money. 

That,  from  the  preceding  facts,  as  well  as  from  sundry 
other  circumstances  of  restrictions  taken  off  (particularly 
by  abolishing  the  office  of  inspector  into  the  quality  of 
the  opium)  and  of  beneficial  clauses  introduced,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  gave  this  contract 
to  the  said  Stephen  Sulivan,  in  contradiction  to  the 
orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  witliout  any  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  India  company,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  creating  an  instant  fortune  for  the  said  Sulivan 
at  the  expense  of  the  India  company,  without  any  claim 
of  service  or  pretence  of  merit  on  his  part,  and  without 
any  apparent  motive  whatever,  except  that  of  securing 
or  rewarding  the  attachment  and  support  of  his  father, 
Lawrence  Sulivan,  a  person  of  great  authority  and  influ- 
ence in  the  direction  of  the  company's  affairs,  and  no- 
toriously attached  to  and  connected  with  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings. 

That  the  said  Stephen  Sulivan  neither  possessed,  nor 
pretended  to  possess,  any  skill  in  the  business  of  his  con- 
tract ;  that  he  exerted  no  industry,  nor  showed,  or  could 
show,  any  exactness  in  the  performance  of  it:  since  he 
immediately  sold  the  contract  for  a  sum  of  money  to  an- 
other person  (for  the  sole  purpose  of  which  sale,  it  must 
be  presumed)  the  same  was  given)  by  \vhich  person  ano- 
ther profit  was  to  be  made ;  and  by  that  person  the  same 
was  again  sold  to  a  third,  by  whom  a  third  profit  was  to 
be  made. 
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That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  very  time 
when  he  engaged  the  company  in  a  contract  for  engros- 
sing the  whole  of  the  opium  produced  in  Bengal  and  Ba- 
har  in  the  ensuing  four  years,  on  terms  of  such  exhorbit- 
ant  profit  to  the  contractor,  affirmed,  that  <^  there  was 
little  prospect  of  selling  the  opium  in  Bengal  at  a  reason- 
able price ;  and  that  it  was  but  natural  to  suppose  that 
the  price  of  opium  would  fall,  from  ilie  dcnwnd  being 
lessened:''  that,  in  a  letter  dated  the  5th  of  May,  1781, 
he  informed  the  directors,  "  that  owing  to  the  indifferent 
state  of  the  markets  last  season  to  the  eastward,  and  the 
very  enhanced  rates  of  insurance,  which  the  war  had  oc-. 
casioned,  tiicy  had  not  been  able  to  disi)0£re  of  the  opium 
of  the  present  year  to  so  great  an  advantage  as  they  ex- 
pected; and  that  more  than  one  half  of  it  remained  still 
in  tlieir  warehouses."  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
was  guilty  of  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  to  his  constitu- 
ents and  his  employers  in  monopolizing  for  their  pre- 
tended use  an  article  of  commerce,  for  which  he  declared 
no  purchaters  had  offered^  OJid  that  tliere  was  little  pros- 
pect  of  any  offering;  and  the  price  of  whii%  he  said,  it 
was  hut  natural  to  suppose  would  falL  That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  havmg,  by  his  own  act,  loaded  the 
company  with  a  commodity,  for  which,  either  in  the  or- 
dinary and  regular  course  of  public  auction,  or  even  by 
private  contract,  there  was,  as  he  affirmed,  no  sale,  did, 
under  pretence  of  finding  a  market  for  the  same,  engage 
the  com[)any  in  an  enterprise  of  great  and  certain  ex- 
pense, subject  to  a  manifest  risk,  and  full  of  disgrace  ta 
the  East  India  company;  not  only  in  their  political  cha- 
racter, as  a  great  sovereign  power  in  India,  but  in  their 
commercial  character,  as  an  eminent  and  respectable 
Inxly  of  merchants :  and  that  the  execution  of  this  en- 
terprise was  accompanied  with  sundry  other  engage- 
ments with  other  persons,  in  all  of  which  the  companyV 
interest  was  constantly  sacrificed  to  that  of  individuals 
favoured  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  first  engaged  in  a 
scheme  to  export  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty 
chests  of  opium,  on  the  company's  account,  on  board  a 
ship  beIongin;2^  to  Cudbert  Thoruliill ;  half  of  which  was 
to  be  disposed  of  in  a  coasting  voyage,  and  tlie  remain- 
der in  Canton.  That,  besivie  the  freiii^ht  and  commis- 
sion payable  to  the  said  Thoruliill  on   this  adventure. 
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twelve  pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  company  were 
lent  for  arming  the  ship;  though  his  original  proposal 
was,  that  the  ship  should  be  armed  at  his  expense.  That 
this  part  of  the  adventure  depending  for  its  success  on 
a  prudent  and  fortunate  management  of  various  sales 
and  resales  in  the  course  of  a  circuitous  voyage ;  and 
being  exposed  to  such  risk  both  of  sea  and  enemy,  that 
all  private  traders  had  declined  to  be  concerned  in  it; 
was  particularly  unfit  for  a  great  trading  company,  and 
could  not  be  undertaken  on  their  account  with  any  ra- 
tional prospect  of  advantage. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  soon  after  engaged  in 
another  scheme  for  exporting  two  thousand  chests  of 
opium  directly  to  China  on  the  company's  account,  and 
for  that  purpose  accepted  of  an  offer  made  by  Henry 
Watson,  the  comjmny's  chief  engineer,  to  convey  the 
same  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  and  to  deliver  it  to  the  com- 
pany's supra  cargoes.     That  after  the  offer  of  the  said 
Henry  Watson  had  been  accepted,  a  letter  from  him 
was  produced  at  the  board,  in  which  he  declared  that  he 
was  unable  to  equip  the  shiif  with  a  proper  number  of 
cannon,  and  requested  that  he  might  be  furnished  with 
thirty-six  guns  from  the  company's  stores  at  Madras ; 
with  which  request  the  board  complied.     That  it  appears 
that  George  Williamson,  the  company's  auctioneer  at 
Calcutta,  having  complained  that  by  this  mode  of  ex- 
porting tiie  opium,  wiiich  used  to  be  sold  by  public  auc- 
tion, he  lost  his  commission  as  auctioneer,  the  board  al- 
lowed him  to  draw  a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  on  all 
the  opium  which  had  been  or  was  to  be  exported.    That 
it  appears  that  Uxe  contractor  for  opium  (whose  proper 
duties  and  emoluments,  as  contractor,  ended  with  the  de- 
livery of  the'bpium)  was  also  allowed  to  draw  a  commis- 
sion on  the  opium  then  shipping  on  the  company's  ac- 
count ;  but  for  what  reason,  or  on  what  pretence,  does 
not  appear. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  pay  the  said 
Stephen  Sulivan  in  advance  for  the  opium  furnished,  or 
to  be  furnished,  by  him  in  the  first  year  of  his  contract, 
did  borrow  the  sum  of  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  at  eight 
per  cent,  or  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to 
be  repaid  by  draughts  to  be  drawn  on  the  company  by 
their  supra  cargoes  in  China,  provided  the  opium  con- 
signed to  them  should  arrive  safe  ;  but  that  if  the  ad- 
venture failed,  whether  by  the  loss  of  the  ships  or  other- 
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wise,  the  subscribers  to  the  above  loan  were  to  be  repaid 
their  capital  and  interest  out  of  the  compaoy's  treasury 
JD  Bengal. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  this  manner 
purchased  a  commodity,  for  wliich  he  said  there  was  no 
sale,  and  paid  for  it  with  money  which  he  was  obliged  to 
borrow  at  a  high  interest,  was  still  more  criminal  in  his 
attempt  or  pretended  plan  to  introduce  it  clandestinely 
into  China.  Tiiat  the  importation  of  opium  into  Ctiina 
is  forbidden  by  the  Chinese  government ;  that  the  opium, 
on  seizure,  is  burnt :  the  vessel,  that  imports  it,  ( onfis- 
catid:  and  the  Chinese,  in  whose  possession  it  may  be 
found  for  sale,  punished  with  death. 

That  the  governor  general  and  council  were  well 
aware  of  the  existence  of  these  proiiibitions  and  penal- 
ties ;  and  did  therefore  inform  the  supra  cargoes  in  Chi* 
na,  that  the  ship  belonging  to  the  said  Henry  Watson 
would  enter  the  river  at  China  as  an  armed  sliip,  tind 
would  not  be  reported  as  bearinf(  a  cargo  of  opium; 
that  being  a  contraband  trade.  That  of  the  at)ove  iwo 
ships,  the  first,  belonging  to  Cudberi  T'  orniiill,  was  t^i- 
ken  by  the  French;  and  tliat  the  secontl,  arriving  ia 
China,  did  occasion  much  embarrassment  and  distress  to 
the  company's  supra  cargoes  there,  wiio  had  not  been 
previously  consulted  on  the  formation  of  the  plan,  and 
were  exposed  to  great  difficulty  and  hazard  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  part  of  it.  That  the  ship  was  delayed, 
at  a  demurrage  of  an  hundred  dollars  a  day,  for  u;)w  r  ds 
of  three  months,  wailing  in  vain  for  a  better  r^*:  rket* 
The  factory  estimate  the  losa  to  the  company,  including 
port  charges,  demurrage,  and  factory  charges  aituued 
the  captain,  at  sixty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-three  dollars,  or  about  twenty  thousand  [)ouud8 

sterling. 

That  the  company's  factory  at  China,  after  stating  the 
foregoing  facts  to  the  court  of  directors,  conclude  with 
the  following  general  observations  thereon:  "on  a  re- 
view of  these  circumstances,  with  the  extravagant  and 
unusual  termsof  the  freiglit,  demurrage,  factory  charges, 
&c.  ^c.  we  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that  private 
considerations  have  been  suffered  to  interfere  too  much 
for  any  benefit  that  may  have  been  intended  to  the  ho- 
nourable company.  We  hope  for  the  honourable  court's 
approbation  of  our  conduct  in  this  affair.     The  novelty 
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and  nature  of  the  consignments  have  been  the  source  of 
much  trouble  and  anxiety;  and,  though  we  wished  to 
have  had  it  in  our  power  to  do  more,  we  may  truly  say 
we  have  exceeded  our  expectations." 

That  every  part  of  this  transaction,  from  the  mono- 
poly with  which  it  commenced,  to  the  contraband  deal- 
log  with  which  it  concluded,  criminates  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  with  wilful  disobedience  of  orders,  and  a  con- 
tinued breach  of  trust :  that  every  step  taken  in  it  was 
attended  with  heavy  loss  to  the  company,  and  with  a  sa- 
crifice of  their  interest  to  that  of  individuals,  and  that, 
if  finally  a  profit  had  resulted  to  the  company  from  such 
a  transaction,  no  profit  attending  it  could  compensate  for 
the  probable  risk  to  which  their  trade  in  China  was  there- 
by exposed  ;  or  for  the  certain  dishonour,  and  conse- 
quent distrust,  which  the  East  India  company  must  in- 
cur in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese  government,  by  being  en- 
gaged in  a  low,  clandestine  traffic,  prohibited  by  the 
laws  of  the  country. 
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XUI.  APPOINTMENT  OP  R  J.  SUtiLI- 

VAN. 


That  in  the  month  of  February,  1781,  Mr.  Richard 
Joseph  Sullivan,  secretary  to  the  select  committee  at 
Fort  St.  George,  applied  to  them  for  leave  to  proceed 
to  Calcutta  on  his  private  affairs.  That  being  tlie  con- 
fidential  secretary  to  the  select  committee  at  Fort 
St.  George,  and  consequently  possessed  of  all  the 
views  and  secrets  of  the  company,  as  far  as  they  related 
to  that  government,  he  went  privately  into  the  service 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  and,  under  the  pretence  of  pro- 
ceeding to  Calcutta  on  bis  private  business,  undertook 
a  commission  from  the  said  nabob  to  the  governor  gene- 
ral and  council,  to  negotiate  with  them  in  favour  of  cer- 
tain projects  of  the  said  nabob,  which  had  been  repro^ 
bated  by  the  company. 

That  the  said  Sullivan  was  soon  after  appointed  back 
agsun  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  office  of  resi- 
dent at  the  durbar  of  the  said  nabob  of  Arcot.  That 
it  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  in  the  said  Hastingp 
to  encourage  so  dangerous  an  example  in  the  company*! 
service,  and  to  interfere  unnecessarily  with  the  govern- 
roent  of  Madras  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  peculiarly 
ascribed  to  them  by  the  practice  and  orders  of  the  comr 
pany,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  to  a  great  and  confi- 
dential situation,  a  man  who  had  so  recently  committed 
a  breach  of  trust  to  his  employers. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  to  Bengal, 
dated  the  12th  of  July,  17t)2,  and  received  there  on  the 
IBth  of  February,  1783,  did  condemn  and  revoke  the 
•aid  appointment.  That  the  said  directors,  in  theirs  to 
Fort  St.  George,  dated  the  2ath  of  August,  1782,  and 
received  there  the  31st  of  January,  1783,  did  highly 
condemn  the  conduct  of  the  said  Sullivan  ;  and,  in  or- 
der to  deter  their  servants  from  practices  of  the  same 
kind,  did  dismiss  him  from  their  service. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  said  Sulli- 
van's appointment  had  been  condemned  and  revoked  bjT 
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the  court  of  directors,  and  pretending  that  on  the  15th 
ef  March,  1783,  he  did  not  know  that  the  said  Sullivan 
waa  dismvised  from  the  company's  service,  though  that 
lact  was  known  at  Madras  on  the  3l8t  of  the  preced* 
iog  January,  did  recommend  the  said  Sullivan  to  be  am- 
baaaador  at  the  court  of  Nizam  Ally  Cawo,  subahdar  of 
the  deccan,  in  defiance  of  the  authority  and  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors. 

That  even  admitting,  what  is  highly  improbable,  that 
the  dismission  of  the  said  Sullivan  from  the  service  of 
the  said  company  was  not  known  at  Calcutta  in  forty- 
three  days  from  Madras,  the  last  mentioned  nominatioo 
of  the  said  Sullivan  was  made  at  least  in  contempt  of 
the  censure  already  expressed  by  the  court  of  directors 
at  his  former  appointment  to  the  durbar  of  the  nabob  of 
Arcot,  and  which  waa  certainly  known  to  the  said  Haft- 
tingi. 
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XIV.  RANNA  OP  GOHUa 


That  on  the  second  of  December,  1779,  the  gover* 
nor  general  and  council  of  Fort  William,  at  the  specbl 
recommendation  and  instance  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esqu 
then  governor  general,  and  contrary  to  the  declarea 
opinion  and  protest  of  three  of  the  members  of  the 
council ;  viz.  Philip  Francis  and  Edward  Wheler,  Et* 
quires,  who  were  present ;  and  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  whD 
was  absent  (by  whose  absence  the  casting  voice  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  prevailed)  did  conclude 
a  treaty  of  perpetual  friendship  and  alliance,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  a  Hindoo  prince,  called  the  ranna  of 
Oohud,  for  the  express  purpose  of  using  the  forces  ef 
the  said  ranna  in  opposition  to  the  Mabrattas. 

That  among  other  articles,  it  was  stipulated  with  the 
said  ranna,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  *^  that  when- 
ever  peace  should  be  concluded  between  the  companj' 
and  the  Mahratta  state,  the  maha  rajah  should  be  in* 
eluded  as  a  party  in  the  treaty  which  should  be  made 
for  that  purpose,  and  his  present  |)ossessions,  together 
with  the  fort  of  Gualior,  which  of  old  belonged  to  the 
family  of  the  maha  rajali,  if  it  should  be  then  in  his  poi* 
session,  and  such  countries  as  he  should  have  acquired 
in  the  course  of  war,  and  which  it  should  then  be  stipu- 
lated to  leave  in  his  hands,  should  be  guarantied  to  liifli 
by  such  treaty."  » 

That  in  the  late  war  against  the  Mahrattas,  the  said 
ranna  of  Gohud  did  actually  join  the  British  army,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Muir,  with  two  battalions  of  in* 
fantry,  and  1,200  cavalry,  and  did  then  serve  in  peraoii 
against  the  Mahrattas,  thereby  affording  material  assiai-> 
ance,  and  rendering  essential  service  to  the  company* 

That,  in  conformity  to  the  above  mentioned  treaty,  ill 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  on  the 
]3th  of  October,  1781,  between  Colonel  Muir  on  the 

Sart  of  the  English  company,  and  Madajee  Scindia  the 
lahratta  general,  the  said  ranna  of  Gohud  was  expressly 
included. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  said  express  provision  and 
agreement,  Mad^ee  Scindia  proceeded  to  attack  the 
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fi>rt8,  and  laj  waste  the  territories  of  the  said  ranna,  and 
did  undertake  and  prosecute  a  war  against  him  for  the 
■pace  of  two  years ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  ranoa 
and  his  family  were  reduced  to  extreme  distress,  and  io 
the  end  he  was  deprived  of  bis  forts,  and  the  whole  not 
only  of  his  acquired  possessions,  but  of  his  original  do- 
minions, so  specially  guarantied  to  him  by  the  British 
government  in  both  the  above  mentioned  treaties. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  duly  and  regu- 
larly informed  of  the  progress  of  the  war  against  the 
ranna,  and  of  every  event  thereof;  notwithstanding 
which,  he  not  only  neglected  in  any  manner  to  interfere 
therein  in  favour  of  tlie  said  ranna,  or  to  use  any  endea- 
vours to  prevent  the  infraction  of  the  treaty,  but  gave 
considerable  countenance  and  encouragement  to  Madajee 
Scindiain  his  violation  of  it,  both  by  the  residence  of  the 
British  minister  in  the  Mahratla  camp,  and  by  the  appro- 
bation shown  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  Jthe  pro- 
mises made  by  his  agent  of  observing  the  strictest  neu- 
trality, notwithstanding  he  was  in  justice  bound,  and 
■tood  pledged  by  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  engage- 
ments, to  protect  and  preserve  the  said  ranna  from  those 
enemies,  whose  resentment  he  had  provoked  only  by  his 
adherence  to  the  interests  of  the  British  nation. 

That,  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  sound  the  disposi- 
tion of  Madajee  Scindia,  relative  to  a  pacification  be- 
tween him  and  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  on  the  14th  of  May, 
1783,  Mr.  Anderson,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  he  had 
received,  did  clearly  and  explicitly  declare  to  Bhow 
Bucksey,  the  minister  of  Madajee  Scindia,  the  sentiments 
pf  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  words  following: — 
**  that  it  was  so  far  from  your  (the  said  Hastings')  mean- 
ing, to  intercede  in  his  (the  said  ranna's)  favour,  that 
1  only  desired  him  to  sound  Scindia's  sentiments,  and  in 
ease  he  was  desirous  of  peace,  to  mention  what  I  had 
said ;  bii^t  if  he  seemed  to  prefer  carrying  on  the  war,  I 
begged  that  he  would  not  mention  a  syllable  of  what  had 
passed,  but  let  the  matter  drop  entirely.** 

That  it  afterwards  appeared,  in  a  minute  of  the  said 
Hastings,  in  council  at  Fort  William,  on  the  22d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1783,  that  he  promised,  at  the  instance  of  a 
member  of  the  council,  to  write  to  Lieutenant  Jamea 
Anderson  in  favour  of  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  and  lay  his 
ktter  before  the  board. 

That  nevertheless    the    said    Uaatiiigs,   profeaaii^ 
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not  to  recoiled  bis  said  promise,  did  neglect  to  fvrUe  a 
formal  leUer  to  Lieuiefiant  Anderson  in  favour  of  the 
said  r anna  of  Oohui^t  and  that  the  private  letter,  the  ex- 
tract of  which  the  said  Hastings  dia  lay  before  the  board 
on  the  21st  of  October,  1783,  so  far  from  directing  any 
effectual  interference  in  favour  of  the  said  ranna,  or  com* 
manding  bis  agent,  the  said  James  Anderson,  to  interpose 
the  mediation  of  the  British  government  to  procure  *<  Ao- 
nowrahU  terms**  for  the  said  ranna,  or  even  ^  8(^ety  to 
his  person  andfamilj/y*  contains  the  bitterest  invectives 
against  him,  and  is  eiqiressive  of  the  satisfaction  which 
the  said  Hastings  acknowledges  himself  to  have  enjoyed 
in  the  distresses  of  the  said  ranna,  the  ally  of  the  com* 
pany. 

That  the  measures  therein  recommended  appear  rather 
to  have  been  designed  to  satisfy  Madajee  Scindia,  and  to 
justify  the  conduct  of  the  British  government  in  not 
having  taken  a  more  active  and  a  more  hostile  part 
against  the  said  ranna,  than  an  intercession  on  his  behalf. 

That  though  no  consideration  of  good  faith,  or  observ- 
ance of  treaties,  could  induce  the  said  Hastings  to 
incur  the  hazard  of  any  hostile  exertion  of  the  British 
force  for  the  defence  or  the  relief  of  the  allies  of  the 
company,  yet  in  the  said  private  letter  he  directed,  that, 
in  case  his  mediation  should  be  accepted,  it  should  be 
made  a  specific  condUionj  that,  if  the  said  ranna  should 
take  advantage  of  Scindia^s  absence  to  renew  his  hostili- 
f tf4,  we  ought  in  that  casey  on  requisition^  to  invade  the 
dominions  of  the  ranna> 

Tliat  no  beneficial  effects  could  have  been  procured 
to  the  said  ranna  by  an  offer  of  mediation  delayed  till 
Scindia  no  longer  wanted  '^  our  assistance  to  crush  so 
fallen  an  enemy  ;"  at  the  same  time  that  no  reason  was 
given  to  Scindia  to  apprehend  the  danger  of  drawing 
upon  himself  the  resentment  of  the  British  government 
by  a  disregard  of  their  proposal  and  the  destruction  of 
their  ally. 

That  it  was  a  gross  and  scandalous  mockery  in  the 
said  Hastings  to  defer  an  application  to  obtain  honoura- 
ble terms  for  the  ranna,  and  safety  for  his  person  and 
family,  till  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  principal  fort,  in 
defence  of  which  his  uncle  lost  his  life,  and  on  the  cap- 
ture of  which  his  wife,  to  avoid  the  dishonour  conse- 
quent upon  falling  into  the  hands  of  her  enemies,  had  de- 
stroyed herself  by  an  explosion  of  gunpowder. 
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That,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  offer  of 
mediation  was  ever  actuallj  made,  or  any  inflaence  ex- 
erted, either  for  the  safety  of  the  ranna's  person  and 
fittoily,  or  in  mitigation  of  the  rigorims  iiUentiona  sop* 
brua^r  P^^^  ^y  Lieutenant  Anderson^  to  have  been  eotertaio- 
im.  *  ed  against  him  by  Madajee  Scindia  after  his  surrender. 
^H^it      Tiiat  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instructions  given  by 
^^    him  to  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  his  conduct  in  oegotia- 
ber.       ting  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Mahrattas,  expressed 
^^^*      bis  delerminatiou  to  desert  the  ranna  of  Oobud,  in  the  fol* 
lowing  words :  ^'  you  will  of  course  be  attentive  to  any  eD- 
gagements  subsisting  between  us  and  other  powers  ia  set* 
tling  the  terms  of  peace  and  alliance  with  tlie  Mahrattas ; 
I  except  from  this  the  ranna  of  Gohud."     '^  Leave  him 
to  settle  his  own  affairs  with  the  Mahrattas." 

That  the  said  Anderson  appears  very  assiduously  to 
have  sought  for  grounds  to  justify  the  execution  of  this 
part  of  his  instructions,  to  which,  however,  be  was  at  all 
events  obliged  to  conform. 

That  even  after  his  application  for  that  purpose  to  the 
Mahrattas,  whose  testimony  was  much  to  be  suspected, 
because  it  was  their  interest  to  accuse,  and  their  deter* 
mined  object  to  destroy  the  said  ranna,  no  satisfactory 
proof  was  obtained  of  his  defection  from  the  engage* 
ments  he  had  entered  into  with  the  company. 

That,  moreover,  if  all  the  charges,  which  have  been 
pretended  against  the  ranna,  and  have  been  alleged  by 
the  said  Hastings  in  justiBcation  of  his  conduct,  hadbeeu 
well  founded  and  proved  to  be  true,  the  subject-matter 
of  those  accusations,  and  the  proofs,  by  which  they 
were  to  be  supported,  were  known  to  Colonel  Muir  be- 
fore the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  he  entered  into  with 
Madajee  Scindia:  and  therefore,  whatever  suspicions 
may  have  been  entertained,  or  whatever  degree  of  cri- 
minality may  have  been  proved  against  the  said  ranna* 
previous  to  the  said  treaty,  from  the  time  he  was  so  pro- 
vided for  and  included  in  the  said  treaty,  he  was  fully 
and  justly  entitled  to  the  security  stipulated  for  him  by 
the  company,  and  had  a  right  to  demand  and  receive  the 
protection  of  the  British  government. 

That  these  considerations  were  urged  by  Mr-  Ander- 
lion  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  of  tlie 
24th  of  June,  1781,  and  were  enforced  by  this  addition- 
al argument,  *^  that  in  point  of  policy,  I  believe  it 
ought  not  to  be  our  wish,  that  the  Mahrattas  should  evet 


AOAINtT  WARREN  HASTIKOg.  423 

recover  the  fortress  of  Gualior;  it  forms  an  important 
barrier  to  our  owd  possessions.  In  the  hands  of  the  rao- 
oa  it  can  be  of  no  prejudice  to  us ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  present  prospect  of  a  permanent  peace  betwixt  us 
and  the  Mahrattas,  it  seems  highly  expedient  that  thei« 
should  always  remain  some  strong  barrier  to  separate  U8» 
on  this  side  of  India,  from  that  warlike  and  •  powerful  na- 
tion." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  highly  culpable 
in  abandoning  the  said  ranna  to  the  fury  of  his  enemies, 
Uiereby  forfeiting  the  honour  and  injuring  the  credit  of 
the  British  nation  in  India,  notwithstanding  the  said  lias-  ■ 
tings  was  fully  convinced,  and  had  professed,  <'  that  tho 
most  sacred  observance  of  treaties,  justice,  and  good 
faith,  were  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  national  in* 
terests  in  that  country."  And  though  the  said  Has* 
tings  has  complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom  to  enforce  this  doctrine  *^by  the  punish- 
ment of  persons  in  the  possession  of  power,  who  may  be 
impelled  by  the  provocation  of  ambition,  avarice,  or  ven* 
geanre,  stronger  than  tlie  restrictions  of  integrity  and 
honour,  to  the  violation  of  this  just  and  wise  maxim." 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  thus  departing  from  theso 
his  own  principles,  with  a  full  and  just  sense  of  the  guilt 
he  would  thereby  incur,  and  in  sacrificing  the  allies  oC 
this  country  "  to  ihe  provocatiojis  of  ambition^  avarice^ 
or  ven^eance^^  in  violation  of  the  national  faith  and  jus- 
tice, did  commit  a  gross  and  wilful  breach  of  his  duty, 
and  was  thereby  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  misde* 
meanor. 
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XV.  REVENUES. 


PART  I. 

That  the  proiterty  of  the  lands  of  Bengal  is,  ace  ord- 
ifig  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  that  country,  an  inherita- 
ble property,  and  that  it  is,  mih  few  exceptions,  vested 
in  certain  natives,  called  ssemindars,  or  landiioldera,  un- 
der whom  other  natives,  called  talookdars  and  ryots, 
bold  certain  subordinate  rights  of  property,  or  occupan- 
cy, in  the  said  lands :  tliat  the  said  natives  are  Hindoos, 
and  that  their  rights  and  priviUges  are  grounded  upon 
the  possession  of  regular  grantSy  a  long  series  of  family 
auccessionj  and  fair  purchase :  that  it  appears  that  Ben- 
gal has  been  under  the  dominion  of  the  mogul,  and  sub- 
ject to  a  Mahommedan  government,  for  above  two  hun- 
dred years.     That  while  the  mogul  government  was  in 
its   vigour,    the   property    of   zemindars  was  held  sa- 
cred ;  and  that  either  by  voluntary  grant  from  the  said 
mogul,  or  by  composition  with  him,  the  native  Hindoos 
were  le(t  in  the  free,  quiet,  and  undisturbed  possession 
of  their  lands,  on  the  single  condition  of  paying  a  fixed, 
certain,  and  unalterable  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  to  the  mo- 
gul government:  that  this  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  was 
called  the  aussil  jumtmiy  or  origijml  ground  rent  of  the 
provinces,  and  was  not  increased  from  the  time  wjien  it 
was  first  settled  in  1573,  to  1740,  when  the  regular  and 
eflfective   mogul  government  ended:  that,  from  that  time 
to  1765,  invasions,  usurpations,  and  various  revolutions 
took  place  in  the  government  of  Bengal,  in  consequence 
of  wtiich  the  country  was  considerably  reduced  and  im- 
poverished, when  the  East  India  company  received  from 
the  present   mogul  emperor,  Sha  Alum,  a  grant  of  the 
dewanny,  or  collection  of  the  revenues :  that,  about  the 
year  1770,  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  were  vi- 
mited  with  a  dreadful  famine  and  mortality,  by  which  at 
least  one  third  of  the  inhabitants  perished  :  that  Warren 
Hastings,  Esquire,  has  declared,  *^  that  he  had  always 
beard  the  loss  of  inhabitants  reckoned  at  a  third,  and  in 
many  places  near  one  half,  of  the  whole ;  and  that  he 
knew  not  by  what  means  such  a  loss  could  be  recruited 
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in  four  or  five  years,  and  believed  it  impossible."  That, 
nevertheless,  the  revenue  was  violently  kept  up  to  Ua 
former  standard,  that  is,  in  the  two  jear$  immediately 
preceding  the  appointment  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
to  the  government  of  Fort  William  ;  in  consequence  of 
which  Sie  remaining  two  thirds  of  tlie  inhabitants  were 
obliged  to  pay  for  the  lands  now  left  without  cultivation  ; 
and  that,  from  the  year  1770  to  the  year  1775,  the  coun- 
try had  lang^iished  and  the  evil  continued  enhancing 
every  day :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter 
to  tiie  secret  committee  of  the  court  of  directors,  dated 
1st  September,  1772,  declared,  ''  that  the  lands  had  suf- 
fered unheard-of  depopulation  by  the  famine  and  mortalihr 
of  1769  ;  that  the  collections,  violently  kept  up  to  thew 
formjtr  standard,  had  added  to  the  distress  of  the  couiH 
try,  and  threatened  a  general  decay  of  the  revenue,  un- 
less immediate  remedies  were  applied  to  prevent  it/* 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  declared,  "  that,  by 
intrusting  the  collections  to  the  hereditary  zemindartf 
the  people  would  be  treated  with  more  tenderness,  the 
rents  more  improved,  and  cultivation  more  likely  to  be 
encouraged;  ihdi  they  have  a  perpetual  interest  in  the 
country ;  that  their  inheritance  cannot  be  removed ;  that 
they  are  the  proprietors  ;  that  the  lands  are  their  estates, 
and  their  inheritance ;  that  from  a  long  continuance  of 
the  lands  in  their  families,  it  is  to  be  concluded  thejT 
have  rivetted  an  authority  in  the  district,  acquired  aa 
ascendancy  over  the  minds  of  the  ryots,  and  ingratiated 
their  affections.  That,  from  continuing  the  lands  under 
the  management  of  those  who  have  a  natural  and  perpe- 
tual interest  in  their  prosperity,  solid  advantages  mi^it 
be  expected  to  accrue :  that  the  zemindar  would  be  lest 
liable  to  failure  or  deficiencies  than  the  farmer,  from  the 
perpetual  interest  which  the  former  hath  in  the  country, 
and  because  his  inheritance  cannot  be  removed ;  and  it 
would  be  improbable  that  he  should  risk  the  loss  of  it 
by  eloping  from  bis  district,  which  is  too  frequently 
practised  by  a  farmer,  when  he  is  hard  pressed  for  tlw 
payment  of  his  balances,  and  as  frequently  predeter- 
mined when  he  receives  his  farm :"  that  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  preceding  declarations  made  by  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  of  the  loss  of  one  third  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he  did,  immediately 
after  his  appointment  to  the  government,  in  the  year 
roL.  TI.  [    ^^    ] 
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1772,  make  an  arbitrary  settlement  of  the  revenoea  for 
five  years,  at  a  Jiigher  rale  than  had  ever  been  received 
before,  and  with  a  progressive  and  accumulating  increase 
on  each  of  tiie  four  la^st  years  of  the  said  settlement. 

That  notwithstanding  the  right  of  property  and  inhe- 
ritance, repeatedly  acknowledged  by  the   said  Warren 
Hastings  to  be  in  the  zemindars,  and  other  native  land- 
holders; and  notwithstanding  he  had  declared  ^'  that  the 
security  of  private  property  is  the  greatest  eucourage- 
tuent  to  industry,  on  whicii  the  wealth  of  every  state  de- 
pends ;"  the  saul  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless,  in  di- 
rect violation  o(  those  acknowledged  rights  and  princi- 
ries,  did  universally  let  the  lands  of  Bengal,  in  farm  (or 
Ive  years ;  thereby  destroying  all  the  rights  of  private 
property  of  the  zemindars ;  thereby  delivering  the  maa- 
agement  of  their  estates  to  farmers,  and  transferring  by 
a  most  arbitrary  and  unjust  act  of  power  the  whole  land- 
ed property  of  Bengal  from  the  owners  to  strangers :  that 
to  jiccomplish  this  iniquitous  purpose,  he,  the  said  War* 
ren  Hastings,  did  put  the  lands  of  Bengal  up  to  a   pre* 
tended  public  auction,  and  inviled  till  persons  to  make 
proposals  for  farming  the  same,  thereby  encouragini; 
strangers  to  bid  against  the  proprietors;  in  consequence 
of  which  not  only  the  said  proprietors  were  ousted  of  the 
possession  and  management  of  their  estates,  but  a  great 
part  of  the  lands  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  banyans,  or 
principal  black  servants  of  British  subjects,  connected 
with  and  protected  by  the  government :  and  that  the  said 
Reve-    Warren  Hastings  himself  has  since  declared^-  that,  by 
^uit  'fc**  ^^!/f  ^^  lands  too  generally  fell  into  the  hands  of 
^      desperate  or  knavish  adventurers:  that,  before  tlie  mea- 
1776.      sure  herein  before  described  was  carried  into  exacutioo, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  establish  certain  funda* 
mental  regulations  in  council,  to  be  observed  in  execa- 
Reve-    ting  the  same :  that,  among  these  regulations,  it  was  spe* 
board,     cially  and  strictly  ordered,  that  no  farm  should  exceed 
m^^     the  annual  amount  of  *me  lack  of  rupees ;  and  ^*  that  oa 
iTW.      peshcar,  banyan,  or  other  servant,  of  whatever  denonu- 
uation,  of  the  collector,  or  relation  or  dependant  of  any 
such  servant,  should  be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  uor  direct- 
ly or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to 
be  security  for  any  farmer:"  that  in  direct  violation  of 
these  bis  own  regulations,  and  in  breach  of  the  public 
trust  reposed  in  him,  and  sufficiently  declared  by  tha. 
manifest  duty  of  his  stationi  if  it  had  not  been  expreved 
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and  enforced  by  ar.y  i)osiiive  institution,  lie,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  permit  and  t>uSer  his  own  banyat^ 
or  principal  black  steward*  named  Canto  Baboo,  to  hold 
farms  in  different  Pergtinnas,  or  districts,  or  to  be  seen- 
rily  for  farms,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  lacks  of  rupees 
[i:iO,000/.  or  u|)wards]   per  annum;  and  that,  after  en- 
joying the  whole  of  those  farms  for  two  years,  he  was 
permitted  by  tiie  said  Warren  Hastings  to  i*elinquish 
two  of  them :  that  on  the  subject  of  the  farms  held  by 
Canto  Biboo,    ttre  said  Warren  Hastings  made  the  fol- 
lowing declaration :  "  Many  of  his  farms  were  taken  with-  ^^^i. 
out  my  knowledge,  and  almost  all  against  my  advice.     I  ^^ 
had  no  right  to  use  compulsion,  or  autliority ;  nor  could  cowt 
I  with  justice  exclude  him,  because  he  was  my  servant,  reo 
from  a  liberty  allowed  to  all  other  persons  in  the  coun-  ^' 
try.     The  farms,  which  he  quitted,  he  quitted  by  my  fjjj^' 
advice,  because  I  thougiit  that  he  might  engage  himself 
beyond  bis  abilities,  and  be  involved  in  disputes  which  I 
did  not  choose  to  have  come  before  me  as  judge  of  them.*' 
That  the  said  declaration  contains  sundry  false  and  con- 
tradictory assertions :  that,  if  almost  all  the  said  farms 
were  taken  against  his  advice,  it  cannof  be  true  that  rna- 
ny  of  them  were  taken  without  his  knowledge :  that,  whe- 
ther Canto  Babc)o  had  been  his  servant  or  not,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  bound  by  his  own  regulations  to 
prevent  his  holding  any  farms  to  a  greater  amount  than 
one  lack  of  rupees  per  annum;  and  that  the  said  Canto 
Baboo,  being  the  servant  of  the  governor  general,  was 
excluded  by  the  said  regulations  from  holding  any  farms 
whatever:    that  if  (as   the   directors   observe)  it  was 
thought  dangerous  to  i)ermit  the  banyan  of  a  collector  to 
be  concerned  in  farms,  the  same  or  stronger  objections 
would  always  lie  against  the  governor's  banyan  being  so 
concerned :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  a  right, 
and  was  bound  by  his  duty  to  prevent  his  servant  from 
holding  the  same :  that,  in  advising  the  said  Canto  Baboo 
to  relinquish  some  of  the  said  farms,  for  which  he  was  ac- 
tually^ engaged,  he  has  acknowledged  an  influence  over 
bis  servant,  and  has  used  that  influence  for  a  purpose  in^ 
consi^stent  with  his  duty  to  the  India  company,  namely, 
to  deprive  {hem  of  the  security  of  tlie  said  Canto  Baboo's 
engagement  for  farms,  which  on  trial  he  had  found  not 
beneficial,  or  not  likely  to  continue  benelicial  to  himself; 
and  that  if  it  was  improper  that  he,, the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, should  be  the  judge  of  any  disputes^  in  which  his 
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■ervant  might  be  involved  on  account  of  his  farms,  that 
reason  ought  to  have  obliged  him  to  prevent  his  servant 
from  being  engaged  in  any  farms  whatever,  or  to  have  ad- 
vised his  said  servant  to  relinquish  the  remainder  of  hii 
farms,  as  well  as  those  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
affirms  he  quitted  by  his  advice:  that  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  charge,  the  couri  of  directors  of  the  East  India 
company  have  come  to  the  following  resolutions:  "  JRe- 
solved^  that  it  appears  that  the  conduct  of  the  late  pre- 
sident and  council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  in  suffer- 
ing Canto  Baboo,  the  present  governor  general's  banyan, 
to  hold  farms  in  different  pergunnas  to  a  large  amount, 
or  to  be  security  for  such  farms,  contrary  to  the  tenor 
and  spirit  of  the  17th  regulation  of  the  committee  of  re- 
venue at  Fort  William,  of  the  14th  May,  1772,  and  af- 
terward relinquishing  that  Becurity  without  satisfaction 
made  to  the  company,  was  highly  improper,  and  has 
been  attended  with  considerable  loss  to  the  company :" 
and  that,  in  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  gross  collusion  with  his 
servant,  and  manifest  breach  of  trust  to  his  employers : 
that,  whereas  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  that  the  country,  in  the  years  1770  and  1771, 
had  suffered  great  depopulation  and  decay ;  and,  that  the 
collections  of  those  years,  having  been  violently  kept  up 
to  their  former  standard,  had  added  to  the  distress  of  the 
country,  the  settlement  of  the  revenues  made  by  him 
for  five  years,  commencing  the  1st  May,  1772,  instead 
of  ofiering  any  abatement  or  relief  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  had  survived  the  famine,  held  out  to  the  East  India 
company  a  promise  of  great  increase  of  revenue,  to  be 
exacted  from  the  country  by  the  means  herein  before 
described :  that  this  settlement  was  not  realized,  but  fell 
considerably  short,  even  in  the  first  of  the  five  years, 
when  the  demand  was  the  lightest ;  and  that,  on  the 
whole  of  the  five  years,  the  real  collections  fell  short  df 
the  settlement  to  the  enormous  amount  of  two  millions 
and  a  half  sterling,  and  upwards ;  that  such  a  settlement,* 
if  it  had  been,  or  could  have  been,  rigorously  exacted 
from  a  country  already  so  distressed,  and  from  a  popula- 
tion so  impaired,  that,  in  the  belief  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  it  was  impossible  such  loss  could  be  recruited 
in  four  or  five  years,  would  have  been  in  fact,  whai  it  ap- 
peared to  be  inform,  an  act  of  the  most  cruel  and  tyran- 
nical oppression ;  but  that  the  real  use  made  of  that  uo- 
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JQst  demand  upon  the  natives  of  Bengal  was,  to  oblige 
fbem  to  compound  privately  with  the  persons  who  formed 
the  settlement,  and  who  threatened  to  enforce  it ;  that 
the  enormous  balances  and  remissions  on  that  settlement 
arose  from  a  general  collusion  between  the  farmers  and 
collectors,  and  from  a  general  peculation  and  embezzle- 
ment of  the  revenues,  by  which  the  East  India  company 
was  grossly  imposed  on,  in  the  first  instance,  by  a  pro- 
mbed  increcise  of  revenue;  and  defrauded,  in  ti|e  se- 
cond, not  only  by  the  failure  of  that  increase,  but  by  the 
revenues  falling  short  of  what  they  were  in  the  two 
years  preceding  the  said  settlement  to  a  great  amount. 
That  the  said  AVarren  Hastings,  being  then  at  the  head 
of  the  government  of  Bengal,  was  a  party  to  all  the  said 
imposition,  fraud,  peculation,  and  embezzlement,  and  is 
principally  and  specially  answerable  for  the  same ;  and 
that  whereas  sundry  proofs  of  the  said  peculation  and 
embezzlement  were  brought  before  the  court  of  directors, 
the  said  directors  (iu  a  letter  dated  4th  of  March,  1778, 
and  signed  by  William  Devaynes  and  Nathaniel  Smithy 
Esquires,  now  chairman  and  deputy  chairman  of  the  said 
court,  and  members  of  this  house)  did  declare,  that,  '*  al- 
though it  was  rather  their  wish  to  prevent  future  evils, 
than  to  enter  into  a  severe  retrospection  of  past  abuses, 
yet,  as  in  some  of  the  cases  then  before  them,  they  con- 
ceived there  had  been  flagrant  corruption^  and  in  others 
great  oppressions  committed  on  the  native  inhabitants, 
they  thought  it  unjust  to  suflfer  the  delinquents  to  pass 
wholly  unpunished ;  and  therefore  they  directed  the  go- 
vernor general  and  council  forthwith  to  commence  a  pro- 
secution against  the  persons  who  composed  the  commit- 
tee of  circuit,  and  their  representatives,  and  against  all 
other  proper  parties ;"  but  that  the  prosecutions,  so  or- 
dered by  the  court  of  directors  iu  tiie  year  1778  have 
never  been  brought  to  trial ;  and  that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did,  on  the  23d  of  December,  1783,  propose 
and  carry  it  in  council,  that  orders  slwuld  be  given  for 
withdrawing  the  said  prosecutions;  declaring  that  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  ground  to  maintain 
them,  and  that  they  mould  only  be  productive  of  expaise 
io  the  company^  and  unmerited  vexation  to  the  parties. 
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REVENUES. 
PART  II. 

That  the  said  Warreti  Hastings  has,  on  sundrf  occa- 
sioDs,  declared  his  deliberate  opinion  generalij  against 
all  innovations,  and  particularly  in  the  collection  and 
ddNov.  management  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal;  that  *' he  was 
S4th      well  aware  of  the  expense  and  inconvenience,  which  ever 
Yni     oitends  innovations  of  all  kinds  on  their  first  institution. 
That  innovations  are  always  attended  with  difficulties 
^,^'  and  inconveniencies,  and  innovations  in  the  revenue  with 
17T5.    t  suspension  of  the  collections ;  that  the  continual  va- 
riations in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  and  the 
continual  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  have 
fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  ryots  a  rooted  distrust  of  the 
1777.     ordinances  of  government ;"  that  the  court  of  directors 
have  repeatedly  declared  their  apprehensions  ''  that  a 
tj^im-  sudden  transition  from  one  mode  to  another,  in  the  in- 
vestigation and  collection  of  their  revenue,  might  have 
alarmed  the  inhabitants,  lessened  their  confidence  in  the 
company's  proceedine;s,  and  been  attended  with  other 
evils  ;*'  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  immediately  after 
liis  appointment  to  the  government  of  Fort  William,  in 
April,  1772,  did  abolish  the  office  of  naib  dxian^  or  na- 
tive collector  of  the  revenues,  then  existing;  that  he 
did,  at  the  same  time,  appoint  a  committee  of  the  board 
to  go  on  a  circuit  tiirough  the  provinces,  and  to  form  a 
settlement  of  the  revenues  for  five  years ;  that  he  did 
(hen  appoint  sundry  of  the  company's  servants  to  have 
the  management  of  the  collections,  viz.  one  in  each  dis- 
trict, under  the  title  of  collector ;  that  he  did  then  abo- 
lish the  general  board  of  revenue  or  council  at  Muxa- 
?<tK©T.  davad  for  the  following  reasons:  "that  while  the  coB- 
trolling  and  executive  part  of  the  revenue,  and  the  cor- 
respondence witii   the  collectors  was  carried  on  by  a 
council  at  Muxadavad,  the  members  of  the  administra- 
tion at  Calcutta  had  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  that 
thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge,  which  could  on- 
ly result  from  practical  experience :  that  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  which  established  a  new  system, 
wliicii  enjoined  many  new  regulations  and  inquiries,  could 
not  properly  be  delegated  to  a  subordinate  council ;  and 
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ii  became  absolutely  necessarj  thai  the  business  of  the 
reveuue  should  be  coxiducied  under  the  immediate  observa' 
iion  and  direction  of  the  board :^^  that  in  November,  1 773, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  abolished  the  office  of  collector^ 
and  transferred  the  collection  and  management  of  the  re- 
venues to  several  councils  of  revenue,  commonly  called 
provincial  coitncils  ;  that,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1774, 
the  saidWarrenUa8tingseanie«/Ig/oJ^ere(//ii«  advice  (to  the 
l^vernor  general  and  council  then  newly  appointed  by 
act  of  parliament) /or  the  continuation  oftlie  said  system 
of  provincial  councils  in  all  its  parts:  that  the  said 
narren  Hastings   did,  on    the   22d   of  April,  1775, 
transmit  to  the  directors  a  formal  plan  for  the  future  set- 
tlement of  the  revenues,  and  did  therein  declare,  that, 
*'  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  managing  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  administration  of  justice,  none  oc- 
curred to  him  so  good  as  the  system  which  was  already 
established,  of  provincial  councils:"  that,  on  the  18th  of 
January,  1776,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  transmit  to 
the  court  of  directors  a  plan  for  the  better  administra- 
tion of  justice :  that,  in  this  plan,  the  establishment  of 
the   said  provincial   councils  was  specially  provided  for 
and  confirmed ;  and  that  Warren  Hastings  did  recom- 
mend it  to  the  directors  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  parlia- 
ment for  a  confirmation  oftlte  said  plan:  that,  on  the 
30th  of  April,  1776,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  trans- 
mit to  the  court  of  directors  the  draught  or  scheme  of  aa 
act  of  parliament  for  the  better  administration  of  justice 
10  the  provinces,  in  which  the  said  eslablishment  of  pro- 
vincial councils  is  again  specially  included,  and  special 
jurbdiction  assigned   to  the  said  councils.     That  the 
court  of  directors,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  of  February, 
1777,  did  give  the  following  instruction  to  the  governor 
general  and  council,  a  majority  of  whom,  viz.  Sir  John 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  had  dis- 
approved of  the  plan  of  provincial  councils.     '*  If  you 
are  fully  convinced  that  the  establishment  of  provincial 
councils  has  not  answered,  nor  is  not  capable  of  answer- 
ii^  the  purposes  intended  by  such  institutions,  we  here- 
by direct  you  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the  collection  of 
the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  us /or  otcrcon- 
Mideration.**     That  the  said  Warien  Hastings,  in  con- 
tradiction to  his  own  sentiments  repeatedly  declared^ 
and  to  his  own  advice  repeatedly  and  deliberately  given, 
sod  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  directors,  to  whoia 
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be  traosmitted  no  previoas  commaoication  wliateverof 
Us  inteDtioo  to  abolish  the  said  proviocial  coaocils,  did, 
in  the  begioning  of  the  year  1781,  again  change  tlte  whole 
•jstem  of  the  collections  of  the  public  revenue  of  Ben- 
pit  as  also  the  administration  of  civil  and  criminal  jus- 
tice throughout  the  provinces.  That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  May,  1781,  advising  the 
court  of  directors  of  the  said  changes,  has  falsely  affirm- 
ed ^<  that  the  phin  of  superintending  and  collecting  the 
public  revenue  of  the  provinces,  through  the  agency  of 
provincial  councils,  had  been  instituted  for  the  tempo- 
rary and  declared  purpose  of  introducing  another  more 
permanent  mode  by  an  easy  and  gradual  change:** 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from 
the  year  1773  to  the  year  I7ul,  has  constantly  and  uni- 
formly insisted  on  the  wisdom  of  that  institution,  and  on 
the  necessity  of  never  departing  from  it:  that  he  has,  in 
that  time,  repeatedly  advised  that  the  said  institution 
should  be  conBrmed  in  perpetuity  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment :  that  tlie  said  total  dissolution  of  the  provincialcoon- 
cils  was  not  introduced  by  any  easy  and  gradual  change, 
nor  by  any  gradations  whatever ;  but  was  sudden  and 
unprepared,  and  instantly  accomplished  by  a  single  act  of 
power :  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  place 
of  the  said  councils,  has  substituted  a  committee  of  re- 
Tenue,  consisting  of  four  covenanted  servants,  on  princi- 
ples opposite  to  those  which  he  had  himself  professed, 
and  with  exclusive  powers,  tending  to  deprive  the  mem* 
bers  of  the  supreme  council  of  a  due  knowledge  of,  and 
inspection  into,  the  management  of  the  territorial  reve- 
nues, specially  and  unalienably  vested  by  the  legislature 
in  the  governor  general  and  council,  and  to  vest  the  same 
solely  and  entirely  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings.  That 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  (or 
constituting  the  said  committee  of  revenue,  are  incompati- 
ble with  those  which  he  professed,  when  he  abolished  the 
subordinate  council  of  revenue  at  Muxadavad :  that  he 
has  invested  the  said  committee,  in  the  ftdle^t  mamwrt 
with  all  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  governor  general 
and  council :  that  he  has  thereby  contracted  the  whole 
power  and  o£5ce  of  the  provincial  councils  into  a  small 
compass,  and  vested  the  same  in  four  persons  appointed 
by  himself:  that  he  has  thereby  taken  the  general  transac- 
tion and  cognizance  of  revenue  business  out  of  the  su- 
preme council :  that  the  said  committee  are  em^iowered 


AOAINST  WARREN  HASTINGS.  433 

to  conduct  the  current  buBiness  of  the  revenue  depart- 
ment, without  reference  to  the  supreme  council,  and  only 
rtport  to  the  board  such  extraordinary  occurrence^-, 
claims,  and  proposalsy  as  may  reqtnre  the  special  orders 
of  the  board:  that  even  the  instruction  to  report  to  the 
board,  in  extraordinary  cases,  is  nugatory  and  fallacious, 
being  accompanied  with  limitations,  which  make  it  impossi- 
ble for  the  said  board  to  decide  on  any  questions  whatso- 
ever :  since  it  is  expressly  provided  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  that,  if  the  members  of  the  committee  differ  in 
opinioih  it  is  not  expected  that  every  dissentient  opinion 
fkould  be  recorded  ;  consequently,  the  supreme  council, 
on  any  reference  to  their  board,  can  see  nothing  but  the 
resolutions  or  reasons  of  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
without  the  arguments  on  which  the  dissentient  opinions 
might  be  founded :  and  since  it  is  also  expressly  provided 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  the  determination  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee  should  not  tlierefore  bestay* 
edy  wUess  it  should  be  so  agreed  by  the  majority  ;  that 
b,  that  notwithstanding  the  reference  to  the  supreme 
council,  the  measure  dhall  be  executed  without  waitii^ 
for  their  decision.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has 
delivered  hi&  opinion,  with  many  arguments  to  support 
the  same,  in  favour  of  loi^  leases  of  the  lands  in  prefer- 
ence to  annxuil  settlements ;  that  he  has  particularly  de- 
clared, "  that  the  farmer,  who  holds  his  farm  for  one 
year  only,  having  no  interest  in  the  next,  takes  what  he 
can  with  the  hand  of  rigour,  which,  even  in  the  execu- 
tion of  legal  claims,  is  often  equivalent  to  violence.  He 
is  under  the  necessity  of  being  rigid,  and  even  cr^iel ; 
for  what  is  left   in  arrear,  after  the  expiration  of  his 

G»wer,  is  at  best  a  doubtful  debt,  if  ever  recoverable, 
e  will  be  tempted  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  right,  and 
to  augment  his  income  by  irregular  exactions,  and  by 
racking  the  tenants,  for  which  pretences  will  not  be 
wanting,  where  the  farms  pass  annually  from  one  hand 
to  another.  That  the  discouragements  which  the  tenants 
feel  from  being  transferred  every  year  to  new  landlords, 
are  a  great  objection  to  such  short  leases ;  that  they 
contribute  to  injure  the  cultivation,  and  dispeople  the 
lands.  That  on  the  contrary,  from  long  (arms,  the  farm- 
er acquires  a  permanent  interest  in  his  lands:  he  wilt, 
for  his  own  sake,  lay  out  money  in  assisting  his  tenants, 
in  improving  lands  already  cultivated,  and  in  clearing 
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and  caliivftting  waste  lands."  That  nevertheless  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  having  left  it  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  committee  of  revenue,  appointed  by  him  io 
1781,  to  fix  the  time  for  which  the  ensuing  settlement 
should  be  made ;  and  the  said  committee  having  declared, 
that,  tviih  respect  to  the  period  of  the  leases  in  general^  it 
appeared  to  the  committee  that  to  limit  them  to  one  year 
would  be  the  befit  period  ;  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
approved  of  that  limitation,  in  manifest  contradiction  to 
all  his  own  arguments,  professions,  and  declarations,  con- 
cerning the  fatal  consequences  of  annual  leases  of  the 
lands :  that,  in  so  doing,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
not  hold  himself  bound  or  restrained  by  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  but  acted  upon  his  own  discretion ; 
and  that  be  has,  for  partial  and  interested  purposes,  ex- 
ercised that  discretion,  in  particular  instances,  against 
his  own  general  settlement  for  one  year,  by  granting  per- 
petual leases  of  farms  and  zemindaries  to  persons  s^ 
cially  favoured  by  him  ;  and  particularly  by  granting  a 
perpetual  lease  of  the  zemindary  of  Baharbund  to  his  ser- 
vant Canto  Balnx)  on  very  low  terms:  that,  in  all  the 
preceding  transactions,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
act  contrary  to  his  duty,  as  governor  of  Fort  William, 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  his  employers,  and  contrary  to 
his  own  declared  sense  of  expediency,  consistency,  and 
justice;  and  thereby  did  harass  and  afflict  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  provinces  with  perpetual  changes  in  the  sys- 
tem and  execution  of  the  government  placed  over  them, 
and  with  continued  innovations  and  exactions  against  the 
rights  of  the  said  inhabitants ;  thereby  destroying  all  se- 
curity to  private  property,  and  all  confidence  in  the  good 
faith,  principles,  and  justice  of  the  British  government: 
and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  substituted  his 
own  instruments  to  be  the  managers  and  collectors  of  the 
public  revenue,  in  the  manner  herein  before  mentioned, 
did  act  in  manifest  breach  and  defiance  of  an  act  of  the  13th 
of  his  present  majesty,  by  which  the  ordering  and  manage* 
ment  and  government  of  all  the  territorial  revenues  in  the 
kingdoms  of  Bengal^  Bahar^  and  Orissa^  were  vested  in 
the  governor  general  and  council,  without  any  power  of 
delegating  the  said  trust  and  duty  to  any  other  persons ; 
and  that  by  such  unlawful  delegation  of  the  powers  of 
the  council  to  a  subordinate  board  appointed  by  himself, 
be,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  in  effect  unite  and 
vest  in  bis  own  person  the  ordering,  governmenti  and 
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management  of  all  the  said  territorial  revennea :  and  tbat, 
for  the  said  illegal  act,  he,  the  said  Warreo  Hastings,  ia 
Bolely  answerable,  the  same  having  been  proposed  and 
resolved  in  council,  when  the  governor  general  and  coun* 
cil  consisted  but  of  two  persons  present ;  namely,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  late  Edward  Wheler, 
Esquire ;  and  when  oonsequently  the  gpvernor  general^ 
by  virtue  of  the  casting  voice,  possessed  the  whole  power 
of  the  government.  That,  in  all  the  changes  and  inno- 
vations herein  before  described,  the  pretence  used  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  recommend  and  justify  the 
same  to  the  court  of  directors,  has  been,  that  such 
changes  and  innovations  would  be  attended  with  increase 
of  revenue,  or  diminution  of  expense  to  the  ESast  India 
company :  that  such  pretence,  if  true,  would  not  have 
been  a  justification  of  such  acts;  but  that  such  pretence 
is  false  and  groundless.  That,  during  the  administration 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the  territorial  revenues 
have  declined ;  that  the  charges  of  collecting  the  same 
have  greatly  increased ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, by  his  neglect,  mismanagement,  and  by  a  direct 
and  intended  waste  ofthe  company's  property,  ischarge« 
able  with  and  answerable  for  all  the  said  decline  of  reve* 
one,  and  all  the  said  increase  of  evpeDse. 
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XVL  MISDEMEANORS  IN  OUDE. 


I. 

That  the  proTioce  of  Oude  and  it»  dependeocies 
were,  before  their  connetion  with  and  titbordination  ta 
the  company,  ki  a  flourbhing  condition  with  regard  to 
culture,  commerce,  and  population^  and  their  mlers  and 
principal  nobility  maintained  them&elves  in  a  state  of  af- 
fluence and  splendour ;  but  very  shortly  after  the  period 
aforesaid  the  prosperity  both  of  the  country  and  its 
chiefs  began  sensibly  and  rapidly  to  decline ;  insomuch 
that  the  revenue  of  the  said  province,  which  on  the  low- 
est estimation  had  been  found,  in  the  commencement  of 
the  British  influence,  at  upwards  of  three  millions  ster* 
Kng  annually  (and  that  ample  revenue  raised  without  de- 
triment to  the  country)  did  not,  in  the  year  1779,  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  1,^00,000/.  and  in  the  subsequent  year* 
did  fall  much  short  of  that  sum,  although  the  rents  were 
generally  advanced,  and  the  country  grievously  oppresfi- 
ed  in  order  to  raise  it. 

11. 

That  in  the  aforesaid  year^  1779,  the  demands  of  the 
East  India  company  on  the  nabob  of  Oude  are  stated  by 
Mr.  Purling,  their  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  to 
amount  to  the  sum  of  1,360,0001.  sterling  and  upwards, 
leaving  (upon  the  supposition  that  the  whole  revenue 
should  amount  to  the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  sterling,  to 
which  it  did  not  amount)  no  more  than  140,000{.  sterling 
for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  household  and  fa- 
mily of  the  nabob,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  his  go- 
vernment, as  well  as  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts 
due  within  the  province. 

III. 

That  by  the  treaty  of  Fyzabad  a  regular  brigade  of 
the  company's  troops  to  be  stationed  in  the  dominions  of 
the  nabob  of  Oude,  was  kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the 
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said  nabob ;  ia  addition  to  which  a  temporary  brigade  of 
the  same  troops  was  added  to  his  establishment,  toge- 
ther  with  several  detached  corps  in  the  company's  ser- 
Tice,  and  a  great  part  of  his  own  native  troops  were  put 
under  the  command  of  British  officers. 

IV. 

That  the  expense  of  the  company's  temporary  bri- 
gade increased  in  the  same  year  (the  year  of  1779)  up- 
wards of  80i,000{.  sterling  above  the  estimate ;  and  the 
expense  of  the  country  troops  under  British  officers, 
in  the  same  period,  increased  upwards  of  40,0001.  ster- 
ling ;  and  in  addition  to  the  aforesaid  ruinous  expenses,  a 
large  civil  establishment  was  gradually,  secretly,  and 
without  any  authority  from  the  court  of  directors,  or  re- 
cord in  the  books  of  the  council  general  concerning  the 
same,  formed  for  the  resident,  and  another  under  Mr* 
Wombwell,  an  agent  for  the  company ;  as  also  several 
peiKlions  and  allowances,  in  the  same  secret  and  clandes- 
tine manner,  were  charged  on  the  revenues  of  the  said 
nabob  for  the  benefit  o^  British  subjects,  besides  large 
occasional  gifts  to  persons  in  the  company's  service. 

V. 

That  in  the  month  of  November,  1779,  the  said  na- 
bob did  represent  to  Mr.  Purling,  the  company's  resi- 
dent aforesaid,  the  distressed  state  of  his  revenues  in 
tlie  following  terms :  <'  During  three  years  past,  the  ex- 
pense occasioned  by  the  troops  in  brigade,  and  others 
commanded  by  European  officers,  has  much  distressed 
the  support  of  my  household,  insomuch  that  the  allow- 
ances made  to  the  seraglio  and  children  of  the  deceased 
nabob  have  been  reduced  to  one-fourth  of  what  it  had 
been,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted  in  a  very  distress- 
ed manner  for  two  years  past.  The  attendants,  writers, 
and  servants,  &c.  of  my  court  have  received  no  pay  for 
two  years  past;  and  there  is,  at  present,  no  part  of  the 
country,  that  can  be  allotted  to  the  payment  of  my  fa- 
ther's private  creditors,  whose  applications  are  daily 
pressing  upon  me.  All  these  difficulties  I  have  for  these 
three  years  past  struggled  through,  and  found  this  conso- 
lation therein,  that  it  was  complying  with  the  pleasure 
of  the  honourable  company,  mnd  in  the  hope  that  the 
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fttpreme  cmnic!l  would  make  inqaiiy  from  impartial  per- 
•ODf  ioto  my  diitressed  sitoaiioo ;  bot  I  am  dow  forced 
to  a  repreaeotatjoD.  From  the  great  increase  of  ezpen$e 
the  reireDties  were  necessarily  fanned  out  al  a  lugk  rate ; 
and  deficiencies  followed  jearlj.  The  country  and  cnl^ 
tivation  is  abandoned,  and  this  year,  in  particular,  from 
the  excessive  drought,  deductions  of  many  lacks"  [stated 
by  the  resident,  in  his  letter  to  the  board  of  tlie  13th  of 
the  month  following,  to  amount  to  2b  lacks,  or  250,000/. 
sterling]  ^  have  been  allowed  the  farmers,  who  were  still 
left  unsatisfied.  I  have  received  but  just  sufficient  to 
support  my  absolute  necessities,  tbe  revenues  being  de- 
ficient to  the  amount  of  15  lacks  [150.000/.  sterling]  and 
for  this  reason  many  of  the  old  chieftains,  with  their 
troops,  and  the  useful  attendants  of  the  court,  were  forced 
to  leave  it,  and  there  is  now  only  a  few  foot  and  horse 
for  the  collection  of  my  revenues ;  and  should  tbe  ze- 
mindars be  refractory,  there  is  not  left  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  reduce  them  to  obedience."  And  the  said  na- 
bob did  therefore  pray  that  the  assignments  for  the  dew 
brigade,  the  corps  of  horse,  and  the  other  detached  bo- 
dies of  the  company's  troops,  might  not  be  required 
from  him ;  alleging,  *<  that  the  former  was  not  only  quite 
useless  to  his  government,  but,  moreover,  the  cause  of 
much  loss  both  in  the  reventies  and  customs ;  and  that 
the  detached  bodies  of  troops,  under  their  European  offi- 
cers, brought  nothing  but  confusion  into  the  aflkim 
of  his  government,  and  were  entirely  their  own  mas- 
ters." 

VL 

That  it  appears  that  the  said  nabob  was  not  bound  by 
any  treaty  to  the  maintenance,  without  his  consent,  even 
of  the  old  brigade  ;  the  court  of  directors  having,  in  their 
letter  of  the  15th  December,  1775,  approved  (^keeping 
the  same  in  his  service,  ^^  provided  it  was  done  with  flte 
free  consent  of  the  soubahy  and  by  no  means  without  U.^ 
And  the  new  brigade ,  and  temporary  corps,  were  raised 
on  the  express  condition  that  the  expense  thereof  should 
be  charged  on  the  nabob  only  ^^for  so  long  a  time  as  he 
should  require  the  corps  for  his  service.'*  And  the  court 
of  directors  express  to  the  governor  general  and  council 
their  sense  of  the  said  agreement  in  the  following  terms : 
**  but  if  you  intend  to  exert  your  influence,  first  to  kt- 
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duce  the  vizier  to  acquiesce  in  your  proposal,  and  after- 
wards to  compel  him  to  keep  the  troops  in  his  pay  during 
j/our  pleasurej  your  iiUaits  are  unjust ;  and  a  corres- 
pondent conduct  wovdd  reflect  great  dishonour  on  the 
company  »^^ 

VIL 

That  in  answer  to  the  decent  and  humble  representa- 
tion aforesaid  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  the  allegations  of 
which,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  distressed  state  of  the 
nabob's  finances,  and  his  total  inability  to  discharge  the 
demands  made  on  him,  were  con6rmed  by  the  testimony 
of  the  English  resident  at  Oude,  and  which  the  said  Has- 
tings did  not  deny  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part  thereof^ 
lie,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  pretence  of  certain 
political  dangers,  declare  the  relief  desired  to  be  *^  with- 
out hesitation  totally  inadmissible ;"  and  did  falsely  and 
maliciously  insinuate,  "  that  the  tone  in  which  the  de- 
mands of  the  nabob  were  asserted,  and  the  season  in 
which  they  were  made,  did  give  cause  for  the  most 
alarming  suspicions.^*  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did,  in  a  letter  to  the  nabob  aforesaid,  written  in  haughty 
and  insolent  language,  and  without  taking  any  notice  of  the 
distresses  of  the  said  nabob,  alleged  and  verified  as  before 
recited,  ^^  require  and  insist  upon  your  [the  nabob*s]  grant- 
ing tuncaws  [assignments]  for  the  full  amount  of  their  [the 
company's]  demands  upon  you  for  the  current  year,  and 
on  your  reserving  funds  sufficient  to  answer  them,  eveti 
should  the  deficiencies  of  your  revenues  compel  you  to 
leave  your  own  troops  unprovided  for^  or  to  disband  a 
part  of  them  to  enable  you  to  effect  it.** 

VUI. 

That  in  a  letter,  written  at  the  same  time  to  the  resi- 
dent Parling,  and  intended  for  his  directions  in  enforcing 
on  the  nabob  the  unjust  demands  aforesaid,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  bath  asserted,  in  direct  contradiction 
to  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  said  nabob  and  the 
company,  "  that  he  [the  nabob]  stands  engaged  to  our 
government  to  maintain  the  English  armies,  which,  at 
bis  own  request,  have  been  formed  for  the  protection  of 
his  dominions ;  and  that  it  is  our  partf  ana  not  hi^f  to 
judge  and  determine  in  what  manner  and  at  what  titne 


440  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

Uitie  shall  be  reduced  and  wUMrawn.^*  And  io  a  minute 
of  consuItatioD,  when  tbe  aforesaid  measure  was  proposed 
by  the  said  Hastings  to  the  supreme  council,  be  did 
affirm  and  maintain,  that  the  troops  aforesaid  **•  had  now 
no  sepande  or  distinct  existence  from  ours,  and  may  be 
properly  said  to  consist  of  our  rvhole  military  establish- 
ment, with  the  exception  only  of  our  European  infantry; 
and  that  they  could  not  be  withdrawn  without  imposing 
on  the  company  the  additional  burden  of  them^  or  dis- 
banding nine  battalions  of  disciplined  sepoys,  and  three 
regiments  of  horse. 

IX. 

That  in  the  minute  of  consultation  aforesaid,  he  [the 
•aid  Warren  Hastings]  hath  further,  in  justification  of 
tbe  violent  and  arbitrary  proceedings  aforesaid,  asserted, 
<'  that  the  arrangement  of  measures  between  the  British 
government  and  their  allies,  the  native  powers  of  India, 
must,  incase  of  disagreement  about  the  necessity  thereof, 
he  decided  by  the  strongest  ;^^  and  hath  thereby  advanced 
a  dangerous  and  most  indecently  expressed  position,  sub- 
versive of  the  rights  of  allies,  and  tending  to  breed  war 
and  confusion,  instead  of  cordiality  and  co-operation 
amongst  them,  and  to  destroy  all  confidence  of  the  princes 
of  India  in  the  faith  and  justice  of  the  English  nation  : 
and  the  said  Hastings  having  further,  in  the  minute  afore- 
said, presumed  to  threaten  to  <*  bring  to  punishment,  if 
my  influence  [his  the  said  Hastings'  influence]  can  pro- 
duce that  effect,  those  incendiaries^  who  have  endea* 
Vourcd  to  make  themselves  the  instruments  of  division 
between  us,"  hath,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  obstructed  the 
performance  of  one  of  the  roost  essential  duties  of  a 
prince,  engaged  in  an  unequal  alliance  with  a  presiding 
state — that  of  representing  the  grievances  of  his  subjects 
to  that  more  powerful  state,  by  whose  acts  they  suffer ; 
leaving  thereby  the  governing  power  in  total  ignorance 
of  the  effects  of  its  own  measures,  and  to  tbe  oppressed 
people  no  other  choice  than  the  alternative  of  an  unquali- 
ned  submission,  or  a  resistance  productive  of  conse- 
quences more  fatal. 

X. 

That  all  relief  being  denied  to  the  nabob,  io  tbe  man- 
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lier  and  on  the  grounds  aformaid,  the  demands  of  the 
Goippany  on  the  Qaid  nabob  in  the  jrear  following,  that  is 
to  sajr,  in  the  year  IT 80,  did  amount  te  ibe  enor- 
mous.  sum  of  1 ,400,000{.  Bterling,  and  tl^  distress  of  the 
province  did  rapidly  Increase. 

XI. 

That  the  nabob,  on  the  24th  of  February  of  the  same 
year,  did  again  write  to  the  governor  general,  the  said 
.  Warren  Hastings,  a  ktter,  in  which  he  expressed  Ui 
constant  firiendsliip  to  the  company,  and  his  subssissioii 
and  obedience  to  their  orders  ;  and  assertbg,  that  he  had 
not  troubled  them  with  any  of  his  difficulties,  trusting 
they  would  karp  them  from  other  quarters,  and  that  he 
should  berelieyed  by  their  friendship:  <<but  (he  ukya^ 
when  the  knife  had  petutraied  io  tke  boiiey  and  I  wan 
aurrounded  with  such  heavy  distresses,  that  I  could  no 
longer  live  in  expectations,  I  then  wrote  an  account  of 
my  difficulties.  The  answer  I  have  received  to  it  is  suck 
that  it  has  given  me  inexpressible  grief  and  afl|ictioii« 
I  never  had  the  least  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and 
the  council,  that  yon  would  have  given  your  orders  {» 
so  afflkting  a  manner^  in  which  ywk  never  brforewjmt^ 
and  I  coidd  never  have  imagimd.    I  have  delivered  op 
all  mj  private  papers  to  him  [the  resident]  that  after 
examining  my  receipts  and  expenses,  he  may  taise  what- 
ever remains.    That  as  I  know  it  to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy 
Tou  [the  company  and  council]  I  have  not  failed  to  obey 
in  any  instance ;  but  requested  of  him  that  it  might  bie 
done  80  as  not  to  distress  me  in  mj  necessary  expenses. 
There  being  no  other  funds  but  these  tor  the  expenses 
of  my  mutseddies,  [clerics  and  accountants]  household  ex- 
penses,  and  servants,  &c.  he  demanded  these  in  such  a 
manner,  that  being  remediless,  I  was  obliged  to  comply 
with  what  he  required.    He  has  accordingly  stopped 
tte  pensions  of  my  old  servmUs  /br  30  yenrs^  whelher 
sepoySj  {soldiers^)  nrutseddks^  (secrHetries  and  auowfU' 
ants^)  or  household  servenUSj  and  the  erpenses  of  my 
family  and  kitchen^  together  with  the  jaghires  of  my 
grandmother^  mother  and  aunts^  and  of  my  brothers  and 
dependants^  which  were  for  their  snjtporl.^* 

VOL.  VI.  [    ^'fCi     ] 
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Tfatt  ID  tniwer  to  the  letter  afbresud,  the  resM^nt 
ceiyed  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  cpuncij  an  or- 
4er  to  persevere  in  the  demand  to  its  fullest  extemf,  Ha^t 
p  to  saj,  to  the  amount  of  1|400,000/.  sterling. 

xin. 

That  on  the  16th  of  May  tho  nabob  rq)Ke^>  com- 
plaining in  an  huquble  and  suppliant  manner  of  bis  dia- 
:9Pes8ed  situatioot  that  he  had  at  first  opposed  the  ass^* 
%g  to  the  use  of  th^  company  the  estates  of  his  mother, 
<if  his  grandmother)  qf  one  pf  his  uncles,  and  of  the 
tons  of  another ;  but  th^t,  in  obedience  to  the  injunctioos 
^  the  gentlemep  of  the  council  it  bad  been  done,  to  the 
4Vtount,  on  the  whple,  of  80,600{«  sterling  a  year,  or 
vlhereabouts ;  th^t  whatever  effects  were  in  the  country, 
with  even  hit  table*  bii  animals,  and  the  sala^ries  of  his 
tervants,  were  granted  in  assignments ;  that  beside  thesei 
if  they  were  resolved  again  tp  compel  him  to  give  up 
the  estates  of  hi^  parent^  and  relation^,  which  were 
granted  them  for  tbeir  maintenance,  they  were  at  the 
company *s  disposal ;  saying,  ''  If  the  council  have  de- 
fected you  to  attach  them,  do  it ;  in  the  country  no  fur- 
ther sources  remain.  I  have  no  means :  for  I  have  not  a 
•nbsistence.    |low  long  shall  I  dwell  upqq  my  misfor- 

XIV. 

*•'  That  the  truth  of  the  said  remonstrance  was  not  ditr 
putedy  nqr  the  tone  in  which  they  were  written  com- 
plained of,  the  same  being  submissive,  and  even  abject, 
though  the  caqse  (his  jdistreases)  was  by  the  said  Has- 
liogB,  in  a  great  degree,  and  in  terms  the  most  ofifensivey 
attributed  to  the  nabob  himself;  but  no  relief  was  given, 
and  the  same  unwarrantable  establishments,  maintained 
ft  th^  s^me  ruinous  expense,  were  kept  up. 

XV. 

That  the  said  Warren  fastings  having  considered  aa 
ipcendiaries  those  who  advised  the  remonstrances  afore- 
piAj^  fmd  to  prevent  the  same  |n  future,  having  denounced 
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tengetnce  on  thote  coDceraed  therein,  did,  for  the  pat«i 
pose  of  ([eeping  in  his  own  power  all  repreaentattomoC 
the  state  of  the  coart  and  country  aforesaid^  and  to  aiik«; 
ject  both  the  one  and  the  other  to  his  own  arbitrary  wiU^' 
and  to  draw  to  himself  and  to  his  creatures  the  manage^- 
ment  of  the  nabob's  reyenuesi  in  defiance  of  the  ordorn 
of  the  court  of  directors,  a  second  time  recall  Mrw. 
Bristow,  the  company's  resident,  from  the  court  of  Oude^ 
having  once  before  recalled  him,  as  the  said  directors  et^ 
press  themselves,  ^*  without  the  shadow  of  a  charge  he* 
iog  exhibited  against  him ;"  and  having,  on  the  occasiaii. 
and  time  now  stated*,  produced  no  specific  charge  againat 
the  said  resident ;  and  lie,  the  said  Hastings,  d^  appoint 
Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  to  succeed  him,  it  oeiiig 
his  declared  principle^  that  he  must  have  a  person  of  M^ 
otm  confidence  in  that  situation. 

X\l 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  After  he  had  refusei 
all  relief  to  the  distresses  of  the  nabobs  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  and  had  described  those  who  advised  th^  re« 
presentation  of  the  grievances  of  Oude  as  mrendiartci^  | 

did  himself>  in  a  minute  of  the  21st  May,  1781,  describe 
that  province  **a8  fallen  into  a  state  of  great  disorder 
and  confusbn,  and  its  resources  in  an  extraordinary  de^ 
gree  diminished ;"  and  did  state  that  his  presence  in  tlm 
said  province  was  requested  by  the  nabob :  and  that  un- 
less some  efiectual  measures  were  taken  for  his  relief,  htt 
[the  nabob]  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  his 
country,  and  coming  down  to  Calcutta,  to  represent  the 
situation  of  his  government.  And  Mr  Wheler  did  de* 
dare,  that  the  governor  general's  representation  of  tha 
state  of  that  province  ^'  was  but  too  well  founded ;  and 
was  convinced  that  it  would  require  his  utmost  abilitiei 
and  powers,  applied  and  exercised  on  the  spot|  to  restofw 
it  to  its  former  good  order  and  affluence." 

XVII.      . 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  consequence  of 
the  minute  aforesaid,  did  grant  to  himself,  and  did  pro- 
cure the  consent  of  his  only  colleague,  Edward  Wheler, 
Esquire,  to  a  commhsion  or  delegation,  with  powers  <<  to 
MNSt  tbo  Babob  viaier  in  fiarming  anoh  repihtiofla  m 
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■■f  be  oefciiiry  for  the  peace  end  gaod  order  of  Im 
gpvermueDt,  tbe  improvement  of  his  revemie»  and  the 
wfymixlteui  of  the  mutoai  concemt  Biibeiithig  between 
Um  and  the  companj/'  Aod  ki  tbe  aaid  commisskm  or 
delegatioii,  he»  the  aaid  Warren  Hastingh  did  cause  to  bo 
iHerted  certain  powera  and  provisions  of  a  new  and  dan* 

Crous  nature,  (that  is  to  say,)  reciting  tbe  business  be- 
m  mentioned,  be  did  convey  to  binraelf  *<  such  authori- 
ty to  enforce  the  same,  09  the  governor  general  mnd 
commcU  migU  or  could  exercise  on  occasions^  in  nMeh 
ttqf  could  be  warranted  to  exercise  the  same;  and  to 
tsm  and  conclude  such  several  engagements  or  treaties 
with  the  natiob  vizier,  the  government  of  Barar,  and  with 
miy  chiefs  or  powers  of  Hindostan,  as  he  should  judg» 
eqiedient  and  necessary."  Toward  the  conclusion  of 
tbe  act  or  instrument  aforesaid  are  the  words  fiiHowiog : 
vis.  '*  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  all  such  acts,  and  all 
such  engagements  or  treaties  aforesaid,  shall  be  binding 
on  the  governor  general  and  council  in  the  same  manner^ 
amd  as  ^ecttially  as  if  they  had  been  done  and  passed 
bff  the  specif  and  imnudiate  concurreiue  and  actual 
junction  of  the  governor  general  and  council^  in  council 
assembled.^*  And  the  said  powers  were»  by  the  saMl 
Warren  Hastings,  given  by  himself  and  the  said  Whe^ 
ler,  under  the  seal  of  the  company,  00  the  3d  Jttly» 
1781. 

xvin. 

That  the  said  commission,  delegating  to  him^  the  aaid 
Warren  Hastings,  the  whole  functions  of  the  council,  m 
destructive  to  the  constitution  thereof;  and  is  contrary 
to  the  company's  standing  orders  ;  and  is  illegal. 

XIX. 

^  That  in  virtue  of  those  powers,  and  the  HIegal  delega- 
tion aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had  fi- 
nished his  business  at  Benares^  did  procure  a  meeting 
with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  at  a  place  called  Chunar,  upon 
(be  confines  of  the  country  of  Benares,  and  did  there 
enter  into  a  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  with  the  aaid 
nabob ;  one  part  of  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
pretend  was  drawn  up  from  a  series  of  requisitions  pre- 
sented to  bun  by  the  nabob,  but  which  requiaitiottSy  or  ayajt^ 
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Copy  thereof^  or  of  any  oUm  omtArbl  document  relative 
thereloi  be  did  not  at  the  iiae  trasamit  to  the  presiden- 
cy;  the  said  WarreD  Haatiags  informiiig  Mr.  Wheler 
that  the  reeidenty  MiddletoOy  had  talieii  the  auiheniic  pa- 
peri  rehtive  Uythis  traniMCtion  with  him  to  Lucknow; 
and  it  does  not  apoear  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  ever  reclaim  the  said  papers  in  order  to  record  them 
at  the  presidency,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, as  it  was  hb  duty  to  do. 


That  the  purport  of  certain  articles  of  the  said  i  trea- 
ty on  the  part  of  the  company^  was,  that  in  con^idera-^ 
tion  of  the  nabob's  inabilUjf  (which  inability  the  oream-^' 
ble  of  the  treaty  asserts  to  have  been  ^'  repeatedly,  and 
urgently  represented")  to  support  the  expenses  of  the 
temporary  origade,  and  of  three  regiments  of  caval* 
ry,  and  also  of  the  British  officers,  with  their  battalions, 
and  of  other  gentlemen,  who  were  then  paid  by  him,  the 
several  corps  aforesaid,  and  the  other  gentlemen  (with 
the  exception  of  the  resident's  office,  then  on  the  nabob^e 
listf  and  a  regiment  of  sepoys  for  the  resident's  guard) 
should,  after  a  term  of  two  and  a  half  months,  be  no  lon- 
ger at  his  [the  nabob's]  charge.  ^The  true  meaning  of 
thb  being,  that  no  more  troops  than  one  brigade,  and  the 
pay  and  allowances  of  a  regiment  of  sepoys,"  (as  afore- 
said to  the  resident)  amounting  in  the  whole  to  342,000{. 
a  year,  should  be  paid  by  the  nabob.  And  that  no  offi- 
cerSy  troopsy  or  others^  dunUd  be  jntf  upon  the  nabobs . 
mtablUkmentj  exclusive  of  those  in  the  said  treaty  sti- 
pulated. 

XXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  defend  and  justify 
the  said  articles,  in  which  the  troops  aforesaid  Were  to 
be  removed  from  the  nabob's  establishment,  by  declaring 
as  follows :  '<  that  the  adtkal  disbursements  to  those 
troops  had  fallen  upon  otir  onm  funds^  and  that  we  sup- 
port a  body  of  troops,  established  solely  for  the  defence 
of  the  nabob's  possessions,  at  ow  own  expend.  It  is 
true,  we  charge  the  nabob  with  this  expense ;  but  the 
faurge  balance  already  due  from  him  shows  too  justly  the 
UtUe  piesjpect  there  was  of  disengjiging  ourselves /rom  a 
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burimf  which  wm  dailj  addipg  to  ow  dfatreim,  waA 
muni  looD  become  timyportoAte,  tllhoagh  it  were  gru^' 
ed  that  the  oabob's  debt,  tbea  taffered  to  acaamlmte^- 
migU  at  some  future  period  beliquidmted;  aad  thmt  thii 
Bieafliire  woold  sobtteotialiy  effect  an  instant  relief  to 
the  peconiary  distreasea  of  the  company/' 

xxn. 

That  Nathaniel  Middleton,  the  resident ,  did  also  de- 
clare, that  he  would  at  all  times  testify,  '<  that  opon  the 
plan  of  the  foregoing  years,  the  receipts  from  the  nabob 
were  only  a  deception,  and  not  an  adttaiiagty  but  «m  in- 
jury  to  the  company ;"  and  **  that  a  tvmissioD  to  the  na* 
bob  of  tbis  insufferable  burden  was  a  profit  to  the  com- 
pany/' And  the  said  Hastings  did  assert,  that  the  farce 
of  the  company  was  not  lessened  by  withdrawing  iht 
temporary  troops;  although  (when  it  suited  the  purpose 
of  the  said  Hastings,  in  denying  just  relief  to  the  disfreases 
of  the  said  nabob  of  Oude)  he  had  not  scrupled  to  assert 
the  direct  contrary  of  the  positions  by  him  maintained  in 
justification  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  having  in  his  minute 
aforesaid,  of  the  Idth  of  December,  1 779,  asserted,  <<  that 
these  troops''  [the  tra^  maintained  by  the  nabob  of 
Oude]  **  had  ^no  separate  or  distinct  existence,  and  may 
be  properly  said  to  consist  of  our  whole  military  estab- 
lishment, with  the  exception  only  of  our  European  in- 
fantry ;  and  that  they  could  not  be  withdrawn^  without 
imposing  on  the  company  the  additional  burden  of  their 
expense,  or  disbanding  nine  battalions  of  disciplined  le-* 
poys,  and  three  regiments  of  horse/' 

XXIII. 

^  That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  justification  of 
his  agreement  to  withdraw  the  troops  aforesaid  from  the 
territories  and  pay  of  the  nabob  of  Uode,  did  further  de^ 
clare,  **  that  he  had  been  too  much  accustomed  to  the 
tales  of  hostile  preparation,  and  impending  invasions, 
against  all  the  evidence  of  political  probability,  to  regard 
them  as  any  other  than  phantoms,  raised  for  the  purpoie 
of  perpetuating  or  multiplying  commands ;"  and  he  did 
trust  ''  all  ideas  of  danger  from  the  neighbouring  powers 
were  altogether  visionary ;  and  that,  even  if  they  bwi 
been  better  founded,  this  mode  of  inticipatiag  pMiibIa' 
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cviU  woaM  be  more  miichievoQB  than  anj  thing  they 
'bad  reason  to  approhend/'  and  tliat  the  internal  state  of 
.the  nabpb's  dooi^niona  did  not  require  the  continuance  of 
the  said  troops ;  and  that  the  n^iioby  ^*  whose  coticem  it 
fvas^  and  not  ours^.^  did  affirm  the  same,  notwithstanding 
lie  the  said  Hastings  baq'befbrey  in  answer  to  the  bumble 
■upplicatioDS  of  the  nabob,  asi^rted,  that  ^it  was  our 
partj  and  not  his^  to  judge  and  aetennine  in  what  manner, 
and  at  what  time,  they  should  be  reduced  or  withdrawn.'' 

XXIV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  support  of  his  mea* 
sure  of  withdrawing  the  said  brigade,  and  other  troops^ 
did  also  represent,  that  ^^  the  remote  stations  of  those 
troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the  no-^ 
tice  and  control  of  the  board,  afibrded  too  much  oppor* 
tunity  and  temptation  for  unwarrantable  emoluments, 
|ind  excited  the  conU^ion  of  pecuUUion  and  rapacUy 
throughout  the  whoU  army;  and  as  an  instance  thereof, 
that  a  court  martial,  composed  of  officers  of  rank  and 
^pectable  characters,  unanimously  and  honourably, 
<<  most  honourably,"  acquitted  an  officer  upon  an  acknow* 
ledged  fact,  which  in  tiroes  of  stricter  discipline  would 
bave  been  deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punish- 
Aieht." 

XXV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  in  the  letter 
aforesaid,  contradicted  all  the  grounds  and  reasons  by 
him  assigned  for  keeping  up  the  aforesaid  establishment, 
and  having  declared  his  own  conviction,  that  the  whole 
was  a  fallacy  and  imposition,  and  a  detriment  to  the  com- 
pany instead  of  a  benefit,  circumstances  (if  they  are  true) 
If  hich  he  might  and  ought  to  have  well  known,  was  guilty 
pf  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour  in  carrying  on  the  im- 
posture and  delusion  aforesaid,  and  in  continuing  an  in* 
supportable  burden  and  grievance  upon  the  nabob  for  se- 
veral years,  without  attending  to  his  repeated  supplica- 
tions to  be  relieved  therefrom,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  his 
country,  and  to  the  destruction  of  the  discipline  of  the 
3ritish  troops,  by  diffiising  among  them  a  general  spirit 
fof  iicculation ;  and  the  saM  Hastings  hath  committed  ^ 
jpievous  offence  in  upholding  the  same  pernicious  sys* 


tem,  nntily  bj  his  own  coofewiim  and  declaration,  ni  Us 
mhrate  of  the  21at  of  Ma^r,  1781»  **  the  ev3s  bad  m>in» 
to  80  great  a  height,  that  exertions  wBl  be  reqairea  more 
powerful  than  can  be  made  through  the  delegated  antho- 
ritj  of  the  aerrants  of  the  company  now  in  the  province ; 
«id  that  be  traa  far  from  saqgitine  in  bis  expectations, 
that  even  his  anm  enit^aurs  would  bt  attended  mA 
muck  success.*' 

XXVL 

That  at  the  time. of  makins  the  said  treatj,  and  at  the 
f  time  when,  nnder  coloar  of  the  distress  of  the  nabob  of 

Oude,  and  the  failure  of  all  other  means  for  his  lelief,  he 
the  said  Hastings  broke  the  company's  &ith  with  the  pa- 
rents  of  the  nabob,  and  firiit  encouraged,  and  afterwards 
compelled,  him  to  despoil  them  of  their  landed  estates, 
money,  jewels,  and  household  goods,  and  while  the  said 
nabob  continued  heavily  in  debt  to  the  company,  he, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did,  **  without  kesitatiotij*'  ac- 
cept of  and  receive  from  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  his  mi- 
nisters, (who  are  notoriously  known  to  be  hot  only  under 
his  influence,  but  under  his  absolute  command)  a  bribe, 
or  unlawful  gift  or  present,  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  and  upwards :  that  even  if  the  said  pre- 
tended gift  could  be  supposed  to  be  voluntary,  it  was 
contrary  to  the  express  provision  of  the  regulating  act 
of  the  13th  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  prohibiting  the 
receipt  of  all  presents  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever, 
and  contrary  to  his  own  sense  or  the  true  intent  aod 
meaning  of  the  said  act,  declared  upon  a  similar,  hot 
pot  so  strong  a  case ;  that  is,  where  the  service  done, 
and  the  present  offered  in  return  for  it,  had  taken  place 
before  the  promulgation  of  the  above  laws  in  India;  on 
that  occasion  he  declared, ''  that  the  exclusion  by  an  act 
of  parliament  admitted  of  no  abatement  oreposion^  where* 
ever  jts  authority  extended,** 

XXVIl. 

I 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  confiding  in  an  inte- 
rest, which  he'  supposed  himself  to  have  formed  in  the 
JEast  India  house,  did  endeavour  to  prevail  on  u^  court 
fif  directoni  to  violate  the  said  act,  and  to  Buffer  him  to 
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tppropriate  the  monej,  so  illegally  accepted  by  hiiDi  to 
hia  owo  profit,  aa  a  reward  for  his  servicea. 

XXVIIL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  since  declared  to  SMkii 
the  court  of  directors,  that  when  fortune  threw  a  sum  or  tte 
in  hia  way  (meaning  the  sum  of  money  above  mention-  jlor, 
ed)  of  a  magnitude  which  could  not  be  eoncealedy  he  ^^ 
chose  to  apprise  his  employers  of  it ;  thereby  confess-  ^[^ 
ing,  that  but  for  the  magnitude  of  the  same  rendering  it  ' 
difficult  to  be  concealed,  he  never  would  have  discover- 
ed it  to  them.     And  the  said  unlawful  present  being  re- 
ceived at  the  time  when,  for  reasons  directly  contradic- 
tory to  all  his  former  recorded  declarations,  he  did  agree 
to  remove  the  aforesaid  troops  from  the  nabob's  domi- 
nions, and  to  recal  the  pensioners  aforesaid,  it  must  be 
E resumed  that  he  did  not  agree  to  give  the  relief  (which 
B  had  t)efore  so  obstinately  refused)  upon  the  grounds 
and  motives  of  justice,  policy,  or  humanity,  but  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  money  aforesaid,  which  in  a  time 
of  such  extreme  distress  in  the  nabob's  affairs  could  not 
be  rationally  given,  except  for  those  and  other  conces- 
sions, stipulated  for  in  tlie  said  treaty,  but  which  had  on 
former  occasions  been  refused. 

XXIX. 

That  notwithstanding  his,  the  said  Warren  Hastings', 
receipt  of  the  present  of  100,0001.  as  aforesaid,  he  did 
violate  every  one  of  the  stipulations  in  the  said  treaty 
contained ;  and  particularly  he  did  continue  in  the  coun- 
try, and  in  the  service  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  those  troops, 
which  he  had  so  recently  stipulated  to  withdraw  from 
his  country  and  to  take  from  his  establishment ;  for,  upon 
the  24th  of  December  following,  he  did  order  the  tem- 
porary brigade,  making  10  battalions  of  600  men  each, 
to  be  again  put  on  the  vizier's  list ;  although  he  had  re- 
cently informed  the  court  of  directors,  through  Edward 
Wheler,  Esquire,  that  any  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the 
nabob's  paying  that  brigade  was  a  fallacy  and  a  decep' 
lion,  and  that  the  same  was  a  charge  upon  the  company, 
and  not  an  alleviation  of  its  distresses,  as  well  as  an  tn- 
supportable  burden  to  the  nabob :  thus  havin|t  within  a 

VOL  IV.  [  *7  ] 
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short  sptee  of  time,  twice  contradicted  hlmseU^  both  m 
declaration  and  in  conduct. 

XXX. 

That  thin  meaaure,  in  direct  violation  of  a  treaty  of 
not  three  months  duration,  was  so  injudicious,  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  *^nothin|^ 
less  than  blows  could  efifect  it."  He  the  said  resident 
further  adding,  *<  that  the  nabob  was  not  even  able  to  pay 
oflf  the  arrears  still  due  to  ft  [the  new  brigade]  ;  and  that 
the  troops  being  all  in  arrears,  and  no  possibility  of  pre- 
sent payment,  so  hrge  a  body  assembled  here  [viz.  at 
Lucknow}  without  any  means  to  check  and  control  them, 
nothing  but  disorder  could  follow.  As  one  proof  that 
the  nabob  is  as  badly  oflT for  funds  as  we  are,  I  may  inform 
you,  that  his  cavalry  rose  this  day  upon  him,  and  went 
all  armed  to  the  palace,  to  demand  from  13  to  18  months 
arrears,  and  were  with  great  difficulty  persuaded  to 
retire,  which  was  probatriy  more  efiected  by  a  body  of 
troops  getting  under  arms  to  go  against  them,  than  any 
other  consideration."  But  the  letter  of  Warren  Has- 
tings, Esquire,  of  the  24th  of  December,,  giving  the 
above  orders  for  the  infraction  of  the  treaty,  and  to  which 
the  letter,  from  whence  the  foregoing  extracts  are  takeir, 
is  an  answer,  doth  not  appear,  any  otherwise  than  as  the 
aan^e  ia  recited  in  the  said  answer. 

XXXI. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  disorders  and  deficiencies 
'hi  the  revenue  aforesaid  had  continued  and  increased, 
and  that  three  very  large  balances  had  accumulated^  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause  the  treasury  accounts 
at  Calcutta  to  be  examined  and  scrutinized,  and  an  ac- 
count of  another  arrear,  composed  of  various  articles, 
pretended  to  have  accumulated  during  seven  years  pre- 
Tious  to  the  year  1799  (the  articles  composing  which,  if 
they  had  been  just,  ought  to  have  been  charged  at  the 
time^  they  severally  t>ecame  due)  was  sent  to  the  resi- 
'  dent,  and  payment  thereof  demanded,  to  the  amount  of 
S60,000{.  sterling;  which  unexj)ected  demand,  in  so  dis- 
tressed a  situation,  did  not  a  little  embarrass  the  nabobw 
But  whilst  he,  and  bis  ministers,  were  examining  into  tlie 
aaid  unexpected  demand*  another^  and  fifth  balance,  aiade 


AGAIN  ST  WARRBfif  HAWINGS.  451 

up  of  similar  forgotten  articles,  was  demandedi  to  tlie 
amount  of  140,000/.  sterling  more.  Which  said  two  hat 
demands  did  so  terrify  and  confound  the  nabob,  and  hii 
ministers,  that  thej  declared  that  the  resident  "  might 
at  once  take  the  country,  since  justice  was  out  of  the 
^estioD*'' 

XXXII. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  add  to  the  conftt- 
«on,  perplexity,  and  distress  of  the  nabob's  afiairs,  did 
send  to  nis  court  (in  which  he  had  already  a  resident 
and  an  assistant  resident)  two  secret  agents.  Major  Pal- 
mer and  Major  Davy,  and  did  instruct  Major  Palmer  to 
make  a  variety  of  new  claims,  one  of  a  loan  to  the  com- 
pany of  600,000/.  sterling,  although  he  well  knew  the 
nabob  was  himself  heavily  in  arrear  to  the  company,  and 
was  utterly  unable  to  discharge  the  tame,  as  well  as  in 
arrear  to  his  own  troops,  and  to  many  individualsi  and 
that  he  borrowed  (when  he  could  at  all  borrow)  at  an  in- 
terest of  near  thirty  per  cent.  To  this  demand  was 
added  a  new  bribe  or  unlawful  present  to  himself,  to  the 
amount  of  ]00,000L  sterling,  which  he  did  not  refuse  aa. 
unlawful,  and  of  evil  example,  but  as  indelictUe  in  the 
nabob's  present  situation ;  and  did,  as  if  the  same  was  hit 
own  property,  presume  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to  desire  the 
transfer  of  it,  as  of  his  own  bounty,  to  the  comjpany  his 
masters.  To  this  second  demand  he  the  said  Hastings 
added  a  third  demand  of  120,000/.  sterling,  for  four  ad- 
ditional regiments  on  the  nabob's  list,  after  he  had 
solemnly  engaged  to  take  off  the  ten,  with  which  it  had 
been  burdened;  the  whole  of  the  claims,  through  hia 
private  agent  aforesaid,  making  the  sum  of  820,000/. 
sterling. 

I 

XXXIIL 

That  the  demands,  claims,  &c.  made  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  upon  the  government  of  Onde,  in  that 
year,  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  2,530,0001. 
sterling,  and  being  joined  to  the  arrears  to  troops,  and 
some  internal  failures,  amounting  to  255,000/.  sterling 
more,  the  whole  charge  arose  to  2,785,000/.  sterling; 
which  was  considerably  more  than  doobla  the  net  pro* 
duce  of  the  nabob'a  feveniiey  'the  aaow  oBly  amomrtiog 
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to  l,450|000l«  ^'Bominal  revenue,  never  completely  re- 
alized." 

XXXIV. 

That»  towards  providing  for  these  extravagant  de- 
mands, he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  direct  and  au- 
thorize another  breach  of  the  public  faith,  given  in  the 
treaty  of  Chunar.  For  whereas,  by  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  it  was  left  to  the  nabob's  discre- 
tion, whether  or  not  he  should  resume  the  landed 
estates,  called  jaghires,  within  his  dominions ;  and  not- 
withstanding the  said  Hastings,  in  defence  of  the  said 
article,  did  declare,  that  the  nabob  should  be  left  to  the 
exercise  of  his  own  authoiity  and  pleasure  respecting 
them,  yet  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  authorize  a  violent 
compulsbn  to  be  used  toward  the  said  nabob  for  accom* 
plishing  an  universal  confiscation  of  that  species  of  landed 
property ;  and  in  so  doing  he  did  also  compel  the  nabob 
to  break  his  faith  with  all  the  landholders  of  that  de- 
scription, not  only  in  violating  the  assurance  of  hn  own 
original  grants,  but  his  assurance  recently  given,  when 
being  pressed  by  the  company,  he  [the  nabob]  had  made 
a  temporary  seizure  of  the  profits  of  the  lands  aforesaid, 
in  the  manner  of  a  compulsory  loan,  for  the  repayment  of 
which  he  gave  his  bonds  and  obligatbns ;  and  although  he 
liad  at  the  same  time  solemnly  pledged  his  fiuth,  tint  he 
never  would  again  resort  to  the  like  oppressive  measure, 
yet  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  cause  him  to  be  com- 
pelled to  confiscate  the  estates  of  at  least  sixty-seven  of 
the  principal  personsof  his  country, comprehending  therein 
lib  own  nearest  relations,  and  the  ancient  friends  and  de- 
pendants of  his  family:  the  annual  value  of  the  said 
estates  thus  confiscated  amounting  to  435,000/.  sterling, 
or  thereabouts,  upon  an  old  valuation,  but  stated  by  the 
resident  Middleton  as  being  found  to  yield  considerably 
more. 

I  XXXV. 

That  the  violent  and  unjust  measure  aforesaid,  aabver- 
aive  of  property,  utterly  destructive  of  several  ancient 
and  considerable  families,  and  most  dishonourable  to  the 
British  government,  did  produce  an  universal  discooteDt^ 
and  the  greatest  confiision  throughout  the  whole  couotiy ; 
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the  said  confiscated  lands  being  on  this  occasion  put  to 
rack-rentSy  and  the  people  grievously  oppressed.  And 
to  prevent  a  possibility  of  redress,  at  least  for  a  consi- 
derable time,  the  said  confiscated  estates  were  mortgaged 
(it  appearing  otherwise  impracticable  to  make  an  ap- 
proach toward  satisfying  the  esLhorbitant  demands  of  the 
said  Hastings)  for  a  great  sum  to  certain  usurious  bank- 
ers or  monej-dealers  at  Benares. 

XXXVI. 

That  beside  these  enormous  demands,  which  were  in 
part  made  for  the  support  of  several  corps  of  troops 
under  British  officers,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  Cbunar, 
ought  to  have  been  removed,  very  large  extra  charges^ 
not  belonging  to  the  military  list  of  the  said  nabob,  and 
several  civil  charges  and  pensions  were  continued,  and 
others  newly  put  on  since  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  namely, 
an  allowance  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  of  15,554  rupees  per 
month,  (being  upwards  of  18,664{.  sterling  a  year,)  and 
an  allowance  to  Trevor  Wheler,  Esquire,  of  5,000  ru- 
pees per  month  (or  6,000/.  sterling,  and  upwards  a  year) 
and  the  whole  of  the  settled  charges,  not  of  a  military 
nature,  to  British  subjects,  amounting  to  little  less  than 
140,000/.  yearly;  and  if  other  allowances,  not  included 
in  the  estimate,  were  added,  they  would  greatly  exceed 
that  sum,  beside  much  more,  which  may  justly  be  sus- 
pected to  have  been  paid,  no  part  whereof  had  at  that 
time  been  brought  forward  to  any  public  account. 

XXXVII. 

That  the  commander  of  one  of  these  corps,  of  whose 
burden  the  said  nabob  did  complain,  was  Lieut.  Colonel 
Alexander  Hannay,  who  did  farm  the  revenues  of  cer- 
tain districts,  called  Baraitch  and  Gorachpore,  which  the 
said  Hastings,  in  the  ninth  article  of  his  instructions  to 
Mr.  Bristow,  did  estimate  at  23  lacks  of  rupees,  or 
230,000/.  per  annum  ;  but  under  his,  the  said  Hannay's, 
management,  the  collections  did  very  greatly  decline ; 
complaints  were  made  that  the  countries  aforesaid  were 
harassed  and  oppressed,  and  the  same  did  fall  into  confu- 
sion, and,  at  last^  the  inhabitants  broke  out  into  a  general 
rebellion. 
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xxxvin- 

That  the  far  greater  part  of  the  said  heavj  list  wa§ 
authorized  or  ordered  bj  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  his  own  corrupt  influence. 
For  it  doth  appear,  that  at  the  time  when  he  did  pretend, 
in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  Chunar  aforesaid*  to  re- 
move the  company's  servants,  ^<  civil  and  military,  from 
the  court  and  service  of  the  vizier,''  he  did  assert  that 
he  thereby  did  ^*  diminish  his  own  influence^  as  well  as 
that  of  his  colleagues,  by  narrowing  the  line  of  patron- 
age;** which  proves  that  the  offices,  pensions,  and  other 
emoluments  atoresaid,  in  Oude,  were  of  his  patronage,  as 
bis  patronage  could  not  be  diminished  by  taking  away 
the  said  offices,  &c«  unless  the  same  had  been  substan- 
tially of  his  gift ;  and  he  did,  at  the  time  of  the  pre- 
tended reformation  aforesaid,  express  both  his  know- 
ledge of  the  existence  of  the  said  excessive  and  abusive 
establishments,  and  his  sense  of  his  duty  in  taking  them 
away  ;  for  in  agreeing  to  the  article  in  the  treaty  of  Chu* 
nar  for  abolishing  the  said  establishments,  he  did  declare 
himself  ^<  actuated  solely  by  motives  ot  justice  to  the 
nabob,  and  a  regard  to  the  honour  of  our  national  cha- 
racter ;  and,  according  to  his  own  representation,  the 
said  servants  of  the  company,  civil  and  military,  *^  by 
their  numbers,  their  influence,  and  the  enormous  amount 
of  their  salaries,  pensions,  and  emoluments,  were  an  m- 
tolerable  burden  on  the  revenues  and  authority  of  the 
vizier ;  and  exposed  us  to  the  envy  and  resentwent  ofOu 
whole  country^  by  excluding  the  native  servants  and  ad- 
herents of  the  vizier  from  the  rewards  of  their  services 
and  attachment." 

XXXIX. 

That  the  revenue  of  the  country  being  anticipated, 
mortgaged,  and  dilapidated  by  the  counsel,  concurrence, 
connivance  and  influence,  and  often  by  the  direct  order 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the  whole  civil  govern- 
ment, magistracy  and  administration  of  justice,  gradual- 
ly declined,  and  at  length  totally  ceased,  through  the 
whole  of  the  vast  provinces  which  compose  the  territory  ^ 
of  Oude ;  and  no  power  was  visible  therein,  but  that  of 
the  farmers  of  the  revenue,  attended  by  bodies  of  troops 
to  enforce  the  collectioiis,  insomuch  that  robberies^  as- 
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aaiBiDatioos,  and  acts  of  every  description  of  outrage  and 
violence  were  perpetrated  with  impunit j ;  and  even  in 
the  capital  city  of  Lucknow,  the  seat  of  the  sovereign 
power,  there  was  no  court  of  justice  whatever  to  take 
cognizance  of  such  ofiences. 

XL. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  he  did  interfere 
in  the  government  of  Oude,  was  obliged  by  his  duty  to 
interfere  for  the  good  purposes  of  government,  and  not 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money  therefrom^ 
and  enriching  his  own  dependants,  which  latter  purpose 
alone  he  did  effect  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  but 
not  one  of  the  former.  For  the  said  Hastings,  having 
procured  the  extraordinary  powers  given  by,  and  to,  him- 
self by  his  delegation  of  the  the  3d  of  July,  1781,  did 
declare  the  same  to  be  for  the  purpose,  among  many 
others,  of  assisting  the  nabob  vizier  in  forming  such  re- 
gulations as  may  be  necessary  for  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  his  government,  and  the  improvement  of  his 
revenue."  And  in  consequence  of  the  said  powers,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the  treaty  of  Cbunar,  ob- 
tain an  article  from  the  nabob,  by  which  tlie  said  nabob 
did  promise  to  attend  to  his  advice  in  the  reformation  of 
his  civil  administration ;  and  he  did  give  certain  instruc- 
tions to  the  resident,  Middletou,  to  which  he  did  require 
him  to  yield  the  most  implicit  obedience;  and  did  in  one 
article  thereof  direct  him  to  urge  the  nabob  to  endea- 
▼our  gradually,  if  it  could  not  be  done  at  once,  to  esta- 
blish courts  of  adawlet,  [justice,]  and  that  the  dirogas, 
[chief  criminal  magistrates,]  moulabies  [consulting  or  as- 
sistant lawyers]  and  other  officers,  should  be  selected  by 
the  ministers  with  his,  the  resident's,  concurrence ;  and 
afterwards  in  his  instructions  to  the  resident,  Bristow, 
desiring  him  to  pursue  the  same  object,  he  declared  his 
opinion,  *'  that  tiie  want  of  such  courts,  and  the  extreme 
licentiousness  occasioned  thereby,  is  one  of  the  most 
disreputable  defects  in  his  highness  the  nabob's  govern- 
ment. And  that  while  they  do  not  exist,  every  man 
knows  the  hazard  which  he  incurs  in  lending  his  money." 
But  he  did  give  him,  the  said  resident,  no  positive  in- 
struction concerning  the  same,  supposicg  the  establish- 
ment of  such  courts  a  matter  of  difficulty;  and  did 
therefore  leave  him  a  latitude  in  his  proceediajs  therein. 
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XLI. 

That  the  said  resident  Bristow  did,  however,  iB  con* 
formity  to  the  said  instructions,  at  last  given  with  such 
latitude,  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  said  minister  gra- 
dually to  introduce  courts  of  justice  for  the  cognizance 
of  crimes,  by  beginning  to  establish  a  criminal  court  un- 
der a  native  judge,  to  judge  according  to  the  Maho- 
medan  law,  in  the  city  of  Lucknow.  But  Hyder  Beg 
Khan,  a  minister  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings'  nomina- 
tion, and  solely  dependent  upon  him,  did  elude  and  ob- 
struct, and  in  the  end  totally  defeat  the  establishment  of 
the  same. 

XLII. 

That  the  obstruction  aforesaid,  and  the  evil  conse- 
quences thereof,  were  duly  represented  to  the  said  Has- 
tings ;  and  though  the  said  Hastings  had  made  it  the 
fourth  article  of  a  criminal  charge  against  the  resident 
Middlcton,  ^'  that  he  did  not  report  to  the  governor 
general,  or  to  the  board,  the  progress  which  he  had  made 
from  time  to  time  in  his  endeavours  to  comply  with  his 
instructions  ;  and  that,  if  he  met  with  any  impediments 
in  the  execution  of  them,  he  had  omitted  to  state  those 
impediments,  and  to  apply  for  fresh  orders  upon  them ;" 
yet  he>  the  «aid  Hastings,  did  give  no  manner  of  support 
to  the  resident  Bristow  against  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
Khan,  and  did  not  even  answer  several  of  his  letters,  the 
•aid  Bristow's  letters,  stating  the  said  impediments,  or 
take  any  notice  of  his  remonstrances;  but  did  at  length 
revoke  his  own  instructions,  declaring  that  he,  the  said 
resident,  should  not  presume  to  act  upon  the  same;  and 
yet  did  not  furnish  him  with  any  others,  upon  which  he 
might  act,  but  did  uphold  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan  in 
the  obstruction  by  him  given  to  the  performance  of  the 
first  and  fundamental  duty  of  all  government ;  namely, 
the  administration  of  justice,  and  the  protection  of  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  subject  agamst  wrong  and  vio- 
lence. 

XLIU. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  afterwards  proceed  to  the 
length  of  criminating  the  resident  Bristow  aforesaid  for 
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his  endeavours  to  establish  the  said  necessary  court,  aa 
an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  nabob's  government ; 
wheU)  if  the  nabob,  in  bis  own  proper  person  and  charac- 
ter, and  not  the  aforesaid  Hyder  Beg  (who  was  a  crea- 
ture of  the  said  Hastings)  had  opposed  the  re-establish- 
ment of  justice  in  the  said  country,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  said  Hastings  to  have  pressed  tlie  same  upon  him  by 
every  exertion  of  his  influence.  And  the  said  Warrea 
Hastings,  in  his  pretended  attention  to  the  nabob's  au- 
thority, when  exercised  by  his,  the  said  Hastings'  minis- 
ter, to  prevent  the  establishment  of  courts  of  justice  for 
the  protection  of  life  and  property,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  did  not  hesitate,  in  the  case  of  the  confiscation  of  the 
jaghires,  and  the  proceedings  against  the  mother  and 
grandmother  of  the  nabob,  totally  to  supersede  his  au- 
thority, and  to  force  his  inclinations  in  acts  which  over-* 
turned  all  the  laws  of  property,  and  offered  violence  to 
all  the  sentiments  of  natural  affection  and  duty  ;  and  ac- 
cusing at  the  same  time  his  instruments  for  not  going  to 
the  utmost  lengths  in  the  execution  of  his  said  orders,  ia 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour. 

XLIV. 

^hat  the  said  Hastings  did  highly  aggravate  his  of- 
fence in  discountenancing  and  discouraging  the  re-eatab- 
lishment  of  magistracy,  law,  and  order,  in  the  country  of 
Oude,  inasmuch  as  he  did,  in  the  eighth  article  of  his  in- 
structions to  the  resident,  order  him  to  exercise  powers 
which  ought  to  have  been  exercised  by  lawful  magis- 
trates, and  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  laitr.  And  in  the 
Said  article  he  did  state  the  prevalence  of  rebellion  in  the 
said  country  of  Oude,  as  if  rebellion  could  exist  in  a 
country  in  which  there  was  no  magistracy,  and  no  pro- 
tection for  life  or  property,  and  in  which  the  native  au- 
thority had  no  force  whatever ;  and  in  which  he  himself 
•tates  the  exercise  of  British  authority  to  be  an  absolute 
usurpation :  and  he  did  accordingly  direct  a  rigorous  pro- 
secution against  the  offence  of  rebellion  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, but  *<  with  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry ;" 
when  he  did  not  permit  the  establishment  of  those  courts 
of  justice  and  magistracy,  by  which  alone  rebellion  could 
be  prevented,  or  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry  relative  to 
the  same  could  be  had.     And  particularly  be  did  instruct 
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the  said  resident  to  obtain  tbe  nabob's  order  for  emplqf - 
iRg  some  sure  means  for  apprehending  certain  zemiudara, 
and  particularly  three,  in  the  instruction  named,  whom 
he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  cause,  upon  what  he  calls  good 
information,  founded  upon  some  facts,  to  which  he  assert* 
he  has  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses,  *'  that  they 
had  the  destruction  of  Colonel  Hannay  and  the  officers 
under  his  command,  as  their  immediate  object,  and  ulti- 
mately the  extirpation  of  the  English  influence  and 
power  throughout  all  the  nabob's  dominions ;  and  that 
they  did  still  persevere  in  their  rebellious  conduct  without 
deviation,  ^'  though  the  nabob's,  and  not  our  governmentt 
was  then  the  object  of  it."  And  he  did  direct  the  said 
fiesident,  if  it  should  appear,  "  on  a  fair  and  regular  in- 
quirj/y  tiiat  their  conduct  towards  the  nabob  had  been 
such  as  it  had  been  reported  to  be,  to  insis^t  upon  the  na- 
bob's punishing  them  with  death;  and  to  treat  with  the 
same  rigour  every  subject,  who  shall  be  the  leader  in  a 
rebellion  against  his  authority." 

XLV. 

That  the  crime  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  his  procedure 
aforesaid,  was  further  highly  aggravated  by  his  having 
received  information  of  several  striking  circumstances, 
which  strongly  indicated  the  necessity  of  s  regular  ma^ 
grstracy  and  a  legal  judicature,  from  the  totd  failure  of 
justice,  affecting  not  only  the  subjecta  at  large,  but  even 
tbe  reigning  family  itself;  as  also  of  the  causes  why  no  k" 
gal  magistracy  could  exist,  and  why  the  princes  of  the 
reigning  family  were  not  only  exposed  to  the  attacks  of 
assassins,  but  even  to  a  want  of  the  protection,  which 
might  be  had  from  their  servants  and  attendants,  who 
were  driven  from  their  mastera  for  want  of  that  mainte- 
nance, which  the  princes  their  masters  could  not  procure 
even  for  themselves.  And  the  circumstances  aioresaid 
were  detailed  to  him,  the  said  Hastings,  by  the  resident 
Bristow,  in  a  letter  from  Lucknow,  dated  the  29th  Janu^ 
ary,  1784,  to  the  governor  general,  the  said  Warren  Haa- 
tings,  and  the  council  of  Bengal,  in  the  terms  following ; 

**  The  frequent  robberies  and  murders  perpetrated  ia 
his  excellency's  the  vizier's  dominions,  have  been  too  of- 
ten  the  subject  of  my  representations  to  your  honourable 
hoard.    From  the  total  want  of  police,  hardly  a  day 


AGAINST  WARREN  HASTINGS.  459 

elapses  but  I  am  informed  of  some  tragical  e^ent,  where* 
of  the  bare  recital  is  shocking  to  humanity.  About  two 
months  since  an  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  Rajali 
Ticket  Roy,  the  acting  minister's  confidential  agent; 
but  he  happily  escaped  unhurt.  Nabob  Behadre,  his 
highness^  brother^  has  not  been  so  fortunate,  as  will  ap< 
pear  from  translations  of  two  of  his  letters  to  me,  No.  J, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information. 
Although^my  feelings  are  sensibly  hurt,  and  my  compas- 
sion strongly  excited  by  the  disgraceful  and  miserable 
state  of  poverty  to  which  his  excellency s  brothers  are  re-- 
duced^  yet,  situated  as  I  am,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  in- 
terfere with  effect.  My  efforts  on  a  former  occasion 
failed  of  success,  and  my  interposition  noiv  would  only 
excite  the  resentment  of  the  minister  towards  the  unhappy 
sufferers,  in  consequence  of  tluir  application  to  me,  from 
whom  ALONE,  however,  they  hope  for  relief  from  their 
present  distress ;  which,  their  near  connexion  with  the 
vizier  considered,  is  both  shameful  and  unprecedented. 
That  no  regular  courts  of  justice  have  been  established 
in  this  country  is  particularly  pointed  at  in  my  instruc- 
tions as  the  most  disreputable  defect  in  his  highness'  go- 
vernment :  yet  the  minister  seems  determined  on  abo- 
lishing even  the  shadow  of  so  necessary  an  institution 
The  office  of  chief  justice,  as  held  by  Molovy  Monv- 
bine,  was  ever  nugatory ;  but  now  it  is  sunk  into  the 
lowest  contempt.  The  original  establishment,  inade« 
quate  as  it  was,  is  moufdering  away,  and  the  officers  now 
attached  to  it  are  literally  starving,  as  nojpart  of  their 
allowance  has  been  paid  for  above  six  months  past.  He 
himself  has  proposed  to  resign  his  appointment,  being 
every  way  precluded  from  a  possibility  of  exercising  the 
duties  of  it." 

XL  VI. 

That  it  appears  by  the  said  letter^  and  the  papers 
therewith  transmitted,  as  well  as  other  documents  in  the 
said  correspondence,  that  in  consequence  of  the  distress 
brought  upon  the  nabob's  finances,  certain  of  the  princes 
fais  brethren,  the  children  of  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  the  late 
sovereign  of  the  country,  were  put  upon  pensions  un- 
suitable to  their  birth  and  rank,  and  by  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  minister  aforesaid  (appointed  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings)  for  two  years  together  do  considerable 
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Crt  of  the  Baid  inadequate  pension  was  paid ;  and  not 
ing  able  to  maintain  the  attendants  necessary  for  their 
protection  in  a  city,  in  which  all  magtstracj  and  justice 
was  abolished,  they  were  not  only  liable  to  suffer  the 
greatest  extremities  of  penury,  but  their  lives  were  ex- 
posed to  the  attempts  of  assassins.  The  condition  of 
0ne  of  the  said  princes,  called  the  Nabob  Bahadur,  is 
by  himself  strongly  expressed  in  three  letters  to  the 
said  resident,  Bristow,  the  first  dated  the  28th  of  De- 
cember 1783;  the  second,  the  7th  of  January,  1784; 
and  the  third,  the  15th  of  January,  1784;  which  letters 
were  duly  transmitted  in  the  despatch  of  the  29th  of 
iitte  same  month  to  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  and  are 
as  follow : 

<<  Tour  own  servant  carried  you  the  account  of  what 
lie  himself  was  an  eye  witness  to,  after  the  affair  of  last 
'night.  These  are  the  particulars :  about  midnight  my 
aunt  received  twelve  wounds  from  a  ruffian,  of  which 
irfie  died.  I  also  received  six  successive  stabs,  which 
alarmed  the  people  of  the  house,  who  set  up  a  shouting, 
whereupon  the  assassin  run  off.  Besides,  being  fvUhout 
joody  or  the  means  of  providing  uny^  this  misfortune  has 
befallen  me.  I  am  desirous  of  sending  the  coffin  to 
your  door.  It  is  your  duty,  both  for  the  sake  of  God 
and  of  Christ,  to  execute  justice,  an^l  to  inquire  what 
barm  I  have  done  to  the  murderer  sufficient  to  deserve 
assassination,  or  even  injury.  You  now  stand  in  the 
place  of  his  excellency  tlu  vizier.  I  request  you  will  do 
^le  justice.     What  more  can  I  say  ? 

P.  S.  ^^  I  am  also  desirous  to  show  you  my  wounds." 


From  the  same,  29th  January ^  1 784. 

**  You  have  been  duly  informed  of  all  the  circum- 
stances relative  both  to  the  murder  of  the  innocent,  and 
of  my  being  wounded,  as  well  by  my  former  letter,  as 
by  the  messenger,  whom  you  sent  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  my  health;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  hope, 
from  your  known  kindness,  that  you  will  not  be  deficient 
in  seeking  out  the  assassin.  I  am  at  this  mometit  over- 
wlulm^d  in  misfortune.  Whilst  the  blood  is  flowing 
from  my  wounds^  neitlier  f,  nor  my  children,  nor  my  ser- 
ifantjBt^  have  wherewithal  to  procure  subsistence;  nor  have 
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I  it  ID  my  power  either  to  purchase  remedies,  or  to  re- 
ward the  physician— '/28  for  the  sake  of  Ood  alone  that 
^  aiiends  tne.  Thus  loaded  with  calamity  upon  calami- 
ty, I  am  unable  to  support  life,  for  I  find  no  relief  from 
any  affliction  either  day  or  night.  Do  you  now  stand  in 
the  place  of  my  father ;  grant  me  fresh  life  by  speedy 
acts  of  benevolence. 

^*  For  these  two  last  years  his  excellency  established 
a  pension  for  me  of  twenty  thousand  rupees ;  but  I  never 
received  tlie  full  amount  of  it,  either  last  year  or  the 
year  before.  8houId  it,  however,  be  paid  me,  though 
inadequate  to  my  desires,  I  shall  still  be  enabled  to  sup- 
port myself.  From  the  beginning  of  this  year  to  the 
Present  time  I  have  not  received  a  farthing,  nor  do  I  ex- 
ect  any,  though,  if  you  afford  protection  to  the  op- 
pressed, all  my  wishes  will  be  accomplished.  I  was  de- 
sirous of  waiting  on  you  with  my  family,  that  you  might 
be  an  eye  witness  to  their  condition ;  but  I  was  advised  (i 
not  to  stir  out  on  account  of  my  wounds.  What  mor^ 
can  I  say  ?" 

The  following  txtracis  are  made  from  the  third  letter 
from  the  same  pritice;  dated  January  15/&,  1784  : 

*^  The  particulars  of  the  late  and  unforeseen  misfor- 
tune with  which  I  have  been  overwhelmed,  are  not  un- 
known unto  you ;  that  the  innocent  blood  of  my  aunt^ 
the  prop  and  ruler  of  my  family^  !|^as  shed,  and  in  th« 
same  manner  I  too  was  wounded.  Until  now  I  feel  the 
pain  and  affliction  of  my  wounds ;  and  fio  person  has  re-, 
garded  my  solicitations  for  redress^  sought  after  the  as* 
sassin,  and  brought  him  to  condign  ptmishmentj  your- 
self excepted.*^  <<  In  like  manner,  as  the  honourable  go- 
vernor genera)  has  adopted  my  brother  Saadut  Ally 
Cawn  for  his  son,  and  relieved  him  from  the  vexation,  ai- 
fliction,  and  dependence  of  this  place,  would  it  be  ex- 
traordinary that  you  also  should,  in  your  bounty  and  fa- 
vour, consent  to  adopt  me,  who  do  not  possess  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  and  permit  me  to  attend  you  to  whate- 
ver part  of  the  world  you  may  travel,  whereby  I  shall  at 
all  times  derive  honour  and  advantage  ?  Formerly,  us 
three  brothers,  Saadut  Ally,  Mirza  Jungly,  and  1,  the 
poor  and  oppressed,  were,  in  the  presence  of  our  blessed 
^ther,  whose  soul  rests  ia  heaven^  treated  alike.    Now,^ 
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the  ministers  oF  this  government  put  me  upon  a  footing 
with  our  younger  brothers,  who  have  latelj  left  the  zen- 
nana,  and  whose  expenses  are  small.  On  this  scale, 
which  is  in  every  respect  insufficient  for  my  maintenance, 
they  pay  tkt  pitiful  allowance  only  rvlien  it  is  their  plea- 
sure  to  do  it.  My  situation  has  for  years  past  been  in- 
creasing in  wretchedness,  to  a  degree  that  I  am  in  want 
of  daily  breads  and  my  servants  and  animals  are  dying 
of  hunger.  My  distresses  are  so  grent  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  pay  a  daum  to  the  surgeons  for  the  cure  of 
fny  wounds  ;  and  they  too  are  discouraged  from  afford- 
ing me  their  assistance^  or  furnishing  me  with  medicines. 
How,  then,  is  it  possible  for  me  to  exist  ?  Considering 
you  as  my  patron,  participating  in  my  afflictions,  I  have 
represented  the  circumstances  concerning  my  situation ; 
lind  I  hope,  from  your  friendship,  that  you  will  honour 

me  with  a  &vourabIe  answer." 

# 

XLVIL 

The  resident  Bristow  did  also  receive  a  strong  appli- 
cation from  three  others  of  the  brethren  of  the  reigning 
sovereign,  called  Mirza  Hyder  All,  Mirza  Ennajrut  All, 
and  Mirza  Syef  Ali,  representing  their  very  pitiable  case, 
in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  March,  1783,  in  which,  among 
bther  particulars,  are  contained  the  following : 

^'  Our  situation  is  not  fit  to  be  represented.  For  two 
years  we  have  not  received  a  hubba  on  account  of  our 
tuncaw  [assignment  on  the  revenue]  though  the  ministers 
liave  annually  charged  a  lack  of  rupees,  and  never  paid 
Us  any  thing.  After  aH,  we  are  the  sons  qfSuja  Ul  Dowla  ! 
It  is  surprising,  having  such  a  friend  as  you,  our  situa- 
tion is  arrived  at  that  pass,  that  we  should  be  in  distress 
for  dry  bread  and  clothes.  Whereas  you  have  done  many 
generous  acts,  be  pleased  so  to  show  us  your  favour, 
that  by  some  means  we  may  receive  our  allowances  from 
the  company's  treasury,  and  not  be  d)liged  to  depend 
upon,  and  solicit,  others  for  it." 

XL  VIII. 

That  one  of  the  princes  aforesaid,  called  the  Mirza 
Jungly,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1783,  was  obliged 
to  fly  from  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  to 
leave  his  country  and  connexions  ^  and  as  the  resident 
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firistow,  writing  from  Lucknow,  hath  observed,  '<  he  went 
to  try  his  fortune  at  other  courts,  in  preference  to  starv- 
ing at  home,  which  might  have  been  his  fate,  by  all  ac- 
counts, at  this  place."  .  And  the  said  prince  sought  foe 
■uccour  at  the  court  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  mahome« 
dan  princes ;  but  conceiving  some  disgust  at  the  treat- 
ment he  met  with  there,  he  departed  from  thence,  and 
on  the  8th  of  February,  1783,  arrived  at  the  Mahratta 
camp,  while  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  was  there  in  the 
character  of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  company, 
with  a  view,  if  his  reception  there  should  not  prove  an- 
swerable to  his  wishes,  to  pass  on  to  the  southward.  And 
the  said  Anderson,  probably  considering  this  event  as  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  honour  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, as  well  as  to  its  interests  on  the  one  hand,  by 
exhibiting  the  son  and  brother  of  a  sovereign  prince, 
from  whom  the  company  had  received  many  millions  of 
money,  a  fugitive  from  his  country,  and  a  wanderer  foe  • 
bread  through  the  courts,  of  India ;  and  on  the  other  the 
consequences,  which  might  arise  from  the  Mahrattaa 
having  in  their  possession,  and  under  their  influence,  a 
■on  of  the  late  nabob  of  Oude,  did  without  delay  advise 
Warren  Hastings,  £squire,  of  the  event  aforesaid  ;  and 
he  did  also  write  to  Mr.  Bristow,  the  resident  at  the 
court  of  the  nabob  vizier,  several  letters  of  the  9th  and 
20th  of  February,  and  of  the  6th  of  March  and  6th  of 
April,  1783,  in  order  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  for 
his  return  and  establishment  in  his  own  country.  And 
the  said  Anderson  did  inform  the  resident  Bristow,  m 
his  letter  aforesaid,  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  fugitive 
prince,  brother  of  the  reigning  sovereign  of  Oude,  at  the 
Mahratta  camp,  he  did  cause  his  tent  to  be  pitched  close 
to  that  of  Mr.  Anderson  ;  but  finding  this  not  agreeable 
to  the  Mahratta  general,  Scindia,  he  afterwards  removed : 
and  that  he  showed  a  strong  attachment  to  the  English, 
and  was  inclined  to  throw  himself  upon  their  generosity ; 
that  he  was  desirous  of  going  to  Calcutta,  and  declared, 
that  if  he,  the  said  Anderson,  <' would  give  him  the 
smallest  encouragement,  he  would  quit  all  his  followers, 
and  come  alone,  and  would  take  up  his  residence 
under  his  protection."  And  the  said  Anderson  did  de- 
clare, that  he  thought  it  *'  would  be  policy,  and  much  to 
the  credit  of  our  government,  that  some  provision  shoald 
be  made  for  Mirza  Jungly  in  oar  territories." 
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XLIX. 

That  the  said  Bristow  did  represent  the  aforetaid  cir« 
oimstancea  to  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  minister  to  the  nabob 
of  Onde,  declaring  it  his  opinion,  <<that  his  highness' 
brothers  thus  taking  refuge  with  a  foreign  prince  is  a  re- 
flection upon  the  vixier)  and  it  would  be  advisable  that  an 
allowance  should  be  granted  to  him,  ujpon  the  footing  of 
his  brothers,  that  he  might  remain  m  the  presence." 
But  the  nabob  was  induced  to  refuse  to  his  brother  anr 
offer  of  anj  allowance  beyond  the  two  hundred  pounds 
per  month,  allowed,  but  not  paid,  to  his  other  brothers ; 
iaod  which  the  said  prince  did  observe  to  Mr.  AodersoD, 
^  that  it  was  not  only  inadequate  to  his  expenses,  but  u- 
finitely  less  (as  the  truth  was)  than  what  his  excellency 
bas  settled  on  many  persons  of  inferior  rank,  who  have 
lK>t  so  good  a  claim  to  his  support ;  and  that  it  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  live  at  Lucknow,  where  all 
his  friends  and  relations  were,  and  so  many  of  his  inferi- 
ors lived  in  a  state  of  affluence."  In  case,  therefore,  it 
could  not  be  increased,  he  requested  leave  to  live  in  the 
company's  provinces,  or  at  Calcutta,  for  that  in  any  of 
these  situations  ^  he  could  with  less  difficulty  reguhte 
his  expenses."  And  he  did  declare,  that  if  his  request 
Was  granted  to  him,  he  would  immediately  quit  all  his 
prospects  with  Scindia.  To  these  propositions  he  re- 
ceived a  very  discouraging  answer  from  his  brother's 
minister,  containing  a  positive  and  final  refusal  of  any  in- 
crease of  allowance,  obtaining  only  the  nabob's  per* 
mission  to  retire  into  the  company's  provinces :  but  Mr. 
Anderson  did  not  think  himself  authorized  to  take  any 
steps  for  the  prince's  retreat  into  the  said  province 
witnout  Sciadia  s  concurrence,  who^  he  observed,  would 
use  every  art  to  detain  him ;  and  accordingly  did  offer 
him  the  command  of  a  battalion  of  infantry  to  be  paid 
directly  from  his  own  treasury,  and  6,000/.  sterlings 
year  for  keeping  up  a  corps  of  horse,  and  to  settle  upon 
him  a  landed  estate  of  4,000/.  a  year  as  a  provision  toi 
his  wife  and  children ;  which  honourable  offers  it  appears 
he  did  accept,  and  did  and  doth  remain  in  the  Mahratta 
service. 
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li^hat  during  the  whole  course  of  tliis  transaction  the 
kiid  Warren  Hastings  was  duly  advised  thereof,  Grst  by 
a  very  early  letter  from  the  said  Anderson,  and  after- 
wards by  the  resident  Bristow,  who,  on  the  23d  of  April, 
1783,  transmitted  to  him  his  whole  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Anderson.  But  what  answer  or  instructions  the 
laid  Warren  Hastings  did  give  to  Mr.  Anderson^  doe9 
not  appear,  he  not  having  recorded  any  thing  upon  that 
subject.  But  it  appears,  that  to  the  resident  Bristow,  who 
required  to  be  informed  whether  the  reception  of  the 
fugitive  prince  aforesaid  in  the  company's  provinces 
Would  meet  his  approbation,  he  gave  no  answer  what* 
soever;  by  which  criminal  neglect,  or  worse,  with  regard 
to  a  brother  of  an  ally  of  the  company,  who  showed  a 
strong  attachment  and  preference  to  the  English  nation, 
and  by  suffering  him,  without  any  known  effort  to  pre- 
sent it,  to  attach  himself  to  the  cause  and  fortunes  of  the 
Mahrattas,  who,  he  the  said  Hastings  well  knew,  did 
keep  up  claims  upon  several  parts  of  the  dominions  of 
Oude,  and  had  with  difficulty  been  persuaded  to  include 
the  nabob  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  he,  having  suffered  him 
first  to  languish  at  home  in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly 
abroad  for  subsistence,  and  afterwards  taking  no  step, 
and  countenancing  no  negotiations  for  his  return  from 
his  dangerous  place  of  refuge,  at  the  same  time  that 
several  of  his,  the  said  Hastings',  creatures  had  each  of 
them  allowances  much  more  considerable  than  would 
have  sufficed  for  the  satisfaction  and  comfort  of  him  the 
said  fugitive  prince— ^was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mis- 
demeanor. 

LL 

That  the  indigent  condition  before  related  of  the  other 
brothers  of  the  nabob  was  also  duly  transmitted  to  tlie 
said  Warren  Hastings,  but  he  did  never  order  or  direct 
any  steps  whatsoever  to  be  taken  toward  the  relief  of  the 
family  of  a  reigning  prince,  who  were  daily  in  danger 
of  perishing  by  famine  through  the  effect  of  his  mea- 
sures, and  those  of  a  person  whom  he  supported  in  power 
against  the  will  and  inclinations  of  the  said  prince  and  his 
family. 

VOL.  vr.  [  ^9  ] 


466  ilETlCLKS  OF  OURfifi 

LII. 

That  the  foregoing  instances  of  the  penurj,  distresf, 
dispersion,  and  exile  of  the  reigning  family,  as  well  as  the 
general  disorder  in  all  the  affairs  of  Oude,  did  stronglj 
enforce  the  necessity  of  a  proper  use  of  the  British  in- 
fluence (the  only  real  government  thei>  existing)  in  the 
province  aforesaid,  for  a  regulation  of  the  economy  of  the 
Yizier's  court,  as  well  as  for  the  proper  adnioistration  oC 
the  public  concerns,  civil  and  military,  which  were  in  the 
greatest  disorder;  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  wa» 
under  obligation  to  provide  for  the  same,  and  did  him- 
self understand  it  to  be  his  duty  so  to  do ;  and  tbat  be 
was  therein  warranted  by  the  spiritof  the  treaty  of  Chu- 
nar,  as  weH  as  by  other  universal  powers  of  control,  and 
even  of  sn|)erces8ion,  supposed  by  him  to  exist  in  the  re* 
latiou  between  the  British  government  and  that  of  Oude, 
and  accordingly  he  did,  in  his  instructions  to  the  resi- 
dent Middleton,  to  which  he  required  his  most  implicit 
obedience,  direct  him  to  an  interference  in  and  control 
upon  all  the  affairs  concerning  the  revenues,  the  military' 
arrangements,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  the  nabob's 
government. 

LIIL 

That  upon  his  recai  of  the  said  Middletoo,  he,  in  hi* 
instructions  to  the  resident  Bristow,  dated  23d  of  Octo- 
her,  1781,  did  at  large  set  forth  the  situation  of  the  court 
and  government  of  Oude,  the  situation  and  character  of 
the  nabob,  of  the  acting  minister,  and  of  the  British  resi' 
dent  at  that  court ;  and  did  plainly,  distinctly,  and  with- 
out reserve,  describe  the  extent  of  the  authority  to  be 
exercised  by  the  last  of  these  persons,  as  well  as  the  uo- 
qualified  compliance  to  be  expected  from  the  two  former. 
And  he  did  accordingly  declare,  that  ^^from  the  mUure 
nfour  connection  mth  the  government  of  Oudey  and  from 
the  nabob's  incapacity,  a  necessity  wdlfor  ever  exist, 
while  we  have  the  claim  of  a  subsidy  upon  the  resources 
of  his  country,  of  exercising  an  influence,  and  frequently 
substituting  it  ENTIRELY,  in  tite  place  of  an  avowed 
and  cojistittUiofial  authority  in  the  ctkministration  ofhii 
{tlu  nabob^s)  government ;"  and  he  did  further,  in  the 
said  instructions,  namely,  in  instruction  the  fourth,  direct 
the  said  resident  in  the  words  following:  <<  I  must  have 
recourse  to  you  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  system  in 
that  government;  nor  cau  I  omit,  whilst  I  express  my 
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• 

reliance  on  jou  for  that  purpose,  to  repeat  the  senti* 
meats  vrhich  1  expressed  in  the  verbal  instructions  which 
I  gave  at  jour  departure,  that  there  can  be  no  medium  in 
ike  relation  between  the  resident  and  the  mtnw/er,  but 
either  the  resident  must  be  the  slave  and  vassal  of  the 
minister^  or  the  minister  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the 
resident.^*  And  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  state,  in  the 
same  article  of  the  instructions  aforesaid,  that  though 
the  conduct  pf  the  said  Hjder  Beg  Khan  had  been  high- 
ly reprehensible,  and  that  he  was  much  displeased  there- 
at, he  would  prefer  him  to  any  other,  on  account  of  his 
ability  and  knowledge  of  business,  with  the  following  pro- 
viso, ^<  if  he  Would  submit  to  hold  his  office  on  such  con- 
ditions as  I  require.  He  exists  by  bis  dependence  on 
the  influence  of  our  government.  It  must  be  advisable 
to  try  him  by  the  mode  of  conciliation ;  at  the  same  time 
that  in  your  final  conversation  with  him  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  declare  to  him,  in  the  plainest  terms^  the  footing 
and  condition  on  which  he  shall  be  permrZ/ed  to  retain  his 
place ;  with  the  alternative  of  a  dismission,  and  a  scru- 
tiny into  his  conduct,  if  he  refuses  it.  In  the  first  place, 
I  will  not  receive  from  the  nabob,  as  his^  letters  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  opposition ;  but  shall  consider  every 
auch  attempt  as  an  insult  on  our  government.  In  the 
second  place,  I  shall  expect  that  nothing  is  done  in  his 
official  character  but  with  your  knowledge  and  partici- 
pation." 

LIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  having  described,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid,  the  relative  situation  of  the  resident  and 
minister,  he  did  state  also  the  relative  situation  of  the 
said  minister  and  his  master  the  nabob,  declaring,  *^  that 
the  minister  did  hold  without  control  the  unparticipated 
and  entire  administration,  with  all  the  powers  annexed 
to  that  government ;  the  nabob  beings  as  he  ever  must 
be  in  the  hands  of  some  person^  a  mere  cipher  in  kis*' 
[the  minister's.]  And  having  thus  stated  the  subordi- 
nation of  the  minister  to  the  resident,  and  the  subordina- 
tion of  the  nabob  to  the  minister,  he  did  naturally  declare, 
**  that  the  first  share  of  the  responsibility  would  rest  upon 
the  said  resident."  And  he  did  further  declare,  "  that 
the  other  conditions  did  follow  distinctly  in  their  places^ 
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because  he  did  consider  ihe  resident  as  responsible  fow 
ihem.'' 

LV. 

That  for  the  direction  of  the  resideDt  io  the  exercise 
of  so  critical  a  trust,  wherein  all  the  true  and  substantial 
powers  of  govemmeDt  were  in  an  inverted  relation  and 
proportion   to   the  official    and  ostensible  authorities^ 
and  which  the  said  Hastings  did  suppose  the  necessitj 
constantly  existing  for  exercising  an  influence,  and  fre> 
quentlj  for  substituting  entirely  the  British  authority  ^^  in 
the  place  of  the  avowed  and  constitutional  gaverament," 
he,  tbe  said  Hastings,  did  properly  leave  to  the  resident 
a  discretionary  power  for  his  deviation  from  any  part  of 
his  instructions ;  interposing  a  caution  for  his  security 
and  direction,  that,  as  much  as  he  could,  he  would  leave 
the  subject  free  for  his  (the  said  Hastings')  correctioa 
of  it ;  and  would  instantly  inform  him  or  the  board,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  its  importance,  with  his  reasonii 
for  it. 

ivi. 

That  beside  the  institution  of  the  courts  of  justice, 
as  before  recited,  four  other  principal  objects  in  the  re- 
formation of  the  affairs  of  Oude  were  expressly  recom- 
mended to  the  residents,  Middleton  and  Bristow,  and 
must  be  understood  to  be  the  conditions  upon  which  tbe 
said  Hastings  must  have  meant  to  have  it  understood 
that  the  acting  minister  of  Oude  was  to  hold  his  employ- 
ment; namely,  the  limitation  of  the  nabob's  persoinl 
expenses ;  the  reduction  of  the  nabob's  troops  in  num- 
ber, and  the  change  in  arrangement ;  the  appointment  of 
proper  collectors  for  the  revenues;  and  the  appointment 
of  proper  officers  for  all  parts  of  the  executive  adminift- 
tration. 

LVH. 

That  the  first  object,  namely,  that  of  the  limitation  of 
the  nabob's  personal  expenses,  and  separating  them  from 
the  public  establishments,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  state 
as  the  first  and  fundamental  part  of  his  regulation,  and 
that  upon  which  all  the  others  would  depend ;  and  diA 
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declare,  ^^  that  io  order  to  prevent  the  vizier's  alliance 
from  being  a  clog  instead  ot  an  aid  to  the  company^  ihe 
most  essential  part  is  to  limit  and  separate  his  personal 
disbursements  from  the  public  accounts ;  they  must  Twt 
exceed  what  he  has  received  in  any  of  tbe  last  three 
years."  And  as  to  the  public  treasury  and  disburse- 
ments, he,  the  said  Hastings,  did,  in  the  said  instructions, 
wholly  withdraw  them  from  the  personal  management  or 
interference  of  the  nabob,  and  did  expressly  order  and 
direct,  <'  that  they  should  be  under  tbe  sole  management 
of  the  ministers,  with  the  resident's  concurrence."  And 
on  the  appointment  of  the  resident,  Bristow,  in  October, 
1782,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  order  and  direct  him  in 
every  point  of  the  instructions  to  Middleton,  not  re- 
voked or  qualified  by  his  then  instructions,  his  [the  said 
resident  Bristow's]  <<most  attentive  and  literal  obe* 
dience." 

LVUL 

That  the  said  resident,  Bristow,  did,  in  consequence 
of  the  renewal  to  him  of  the  said  instructions  as  afore- 
said, endeavour  to  limit  and  put  in  order  the  nabob's  ex- 
penses; but  he  was  in  that  particular  traversed  and 
counteracted,  and  in  the  end  wholly  defeated  by  the  mi- 
nister Hyder  Beg  Khan.  And  though  the  obstructions 
aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  given  to  Middle- 
ton,  and  to  him  the  said  Bristow,  were  represented  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  resident  aforesaid,  yet  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  no  kind  of  support  to  the 
said  resident,  or  take  any  steps  toward  enabling  him,  the 
said  resident,  to  effectuate  the  said  necessary  limitatioa 
and  distribution  of  expenses,  by  himself,  tbe  said  Ha»« 
tings,  ordered  and  prescribed;  nor,  if  he  disapproved 
the  proceedings  of  the  said  resident,  did  he  give  him 
any  instruction  for  the  forbearance  of  the  same,  or  for 
the  exerting  his  duty  in  any  other  mode ;  nor  did  he  call 
for  any  illustration  from  him  of  any  thing  doubtful  in  his 
correspondence,  nor  state  to  him  any  complaint  made 
privately  of  his  conduct,  in  order  to  receive  thereon  an 
explanation ;  but  he  did  leave  him  to  pursue  at  his  dis<« 
cretion  the  extensive  powers  before  described,  to  effect 
the  reformation,  which  he  was  directed  to  accomplish  un- 
der tbe  responsibility  denounced  to  him  as  aforesaid^  if 
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be  shoolcl  fail  therein,  as  he  was  supposed  to  be  rabstan-* 
tiallj  invested  with  ail  the  powers  of  government* 

LIX. 

That  instead  of  the  said  support  or  instruction,  he  the 
•aid  Hastings  did  countenance,  or  more  probably  cause 
or  direct,  a  representation  to  be  made  to  him  by  the  act- 
ing minister  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  complaining  griev- 
ouslj  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  aforesaid,  as 
usurpations  on  the  nabob's  authority,  and  indignities  on 
'  his  person.     And  although  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  in* 

struct  the  resident,  Bi  istow,  to  inform  the  said  Hjder 
Beg  Khan,  that  he  would  not  receive  from  the  nabob,  as 
his,  letters  directed  by  the  spirit  of  opposition,  but  should 
consider  every  such  attempt  as  his  [the  minister's]  as  an 
insult  on  our  government ;  yet  he  did  receive,  as  his^  the 
nabob's  own  letters,  and  as  written  from  the  impressions 
on  his  own  mind,  and  as  the  suggestions  of  his  own 
judgment,  letters  to  the  same  eflfect  as  those  written  by 
the  minister,  although  he  had  declared  upon  record,  that 
the  said  *^  nabob  was  a  mere  cipher  in  his  the  said  minis- 
ter's hands,"  and  "  that  he  had  dared  to  use  both  the  na- 
bob's name,  and  even  his  seal  affixed  to  letters  either  di- 
rected to  the  nabob,  or  written  as  from  him,  without  hb 
knowledge ;"  and  although  he  did  assert  or  record  as 
aforesaid,  that  in  a  letter  which  he  had  lately  received 
from  the  nabob,  the  minister  had  the  presumption  to 
make  the  nabob  declare  that  which  was  true  to  be  false; 
and  that  ^'  his  making  use  of  the  nabob  in  such  a  man- 
ner did  show  how  thin  the  veil  was  by  which  he  covered 
his  own  acts;  and  that  such  artifices  would  only  tend  to 
make  them  the  more  criminal,  from  the  falsehood  and 
duplicUj/  with  which  they  were  associated.** 

LX, 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  act  upon  the  letters  pre- 
tended to  be  written  by  the  nabob,  as  well  as  on  those 
actually  written  by  the  minister,  without  previously 
communicating  the  matter  of  the  said  complaint  to  the 
said  resident,  and  did  give  credit  to  the  same ;  and  com- 
ing as  aforesaid  from  a  person  by  himself  (the  said  Has- 
tings) charged  with  artifice,  falsehood,  and  duplicity,  and 
with  abusing  to  his  own  evil  puri)ose8  the  name  and  seal 
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0f  his  master,  without  his  knowledge,  and  without  anjr 
previous  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circumstances ;  and 
did  thereon  ground  an  accusation  against  the  said  resi- 
dent, Bristow,  before  the  board  at  Calcuttar,  in  which  ho 
did  represent  the  conduct  of  the  said  Bristow,  in  at* 
tempting  to  limit  the  household  expenses  of  the  nabobs 
as  an  indignity,  "  which  no  man  living,  however  meaa 
his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  condition  in  it,  would 
permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  other,  without  the  want  or 
forfeiture  of  every  manly  principle*"  And  he  did  fur« 
ther  accuse  the  said  Bristow,  for  that  in  his  proceedings 
in  the  regulation  of  the  nabob's  household  ''  he  should 
receive  to  himself,  or  Mr.  Cowper  for  him,  or  a  treasurer 
for  both  (for  the  arrangement  has  never  been  well  de** 
fined)  the  money  assigned  for  the  support  of  the  nabob's 
household ;  issue  them  as  he  pleased,  not  to  the  nabob, 
but  to  the  menial  officers  of  his  household ;  dispose  of 
fais  superfluous  horses,  and  other  cattle  ;  determine  how 
many  elephants  were  necessary  to  the  state  of  the  vi- 
zier of  the  empire ;  the  number  of  domestics  for  his  at- 
tendance ;  and  pry  into  the  kitchen  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  quantity  of  victuals  which  ought  to  be 
dressed  in  it;  control  the  accounts  of  these  disburse- 
ments ;  and  appropriate  to  his  own  use  (for  that  the  con- 
sequence was  inevitable,  if  he  chose  it)  the  residue  pro^ 
duced  by  those  economical  retrenchments." 

LXL 

That  the  said  charge  is  malicious  and  insidious,  be- 
cause  the  attempt  to  introduce  proper  officers  for  th« 
management  of  household  expenses,  so  considerable  that 
the  said  Hastings  has  stated  the  allotment  for  the  same 
at  300,000/.  sterling  yearly,  and  that  other  accounts 
have  carried  it  to  400,000/.  sterling,  and  upwards,  and 
to  keep  proper  and  regular  accounts  thereof,  was  a  ne- 
cessary regulation,  and  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  the 
nabob,  and  by  no  means  a  degradation  either  of  his  per- 
son or  authority,  which  was  specially  provided  for  in  the 
regulations,  as  no  expense  could  be  incurred  but  by  his 
own  personal  warrant  under  his  sigti  manual ;  nor  doth 
there  appear  therein  any  thing  but  what  is  of  absolute 
necessity  to  prevent  embezzlement  to  his  prejudice* 
And  the  said  Hastings  hath  declared,  in  the  5th  article 
of  the  instructions  to  the  said  resident,  that  no  adminis* 
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tratkHi  can  be  properlj  conducted  without  regular  ofll* 
ces ;  and  that  m  the  whole  province  of  Oude  **  there  wai 
fiol  ontj  the  whole  being  engrossed  by  the  minister ;  *'of 
which  minister,  in  the  14th  article,  he  declares  his  suspi- 
cion,  that  the  nabob  did  not  receive  the  whole  and 
punctual  pajment  of  the  sum  assigned  for  the  purpose 
of  the  household,  but  that  some  part  had  been  by  him 
withheld  from  the  nabob ;  and  that  from  private  infor* 
mation  he  had  lately  received,  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  this  was  actually  the  case.     And  the  said  Hastings 
well  knew  that  the  nabob's  household  had  been  ill  con- 
ducted ;  that  the  allowances  of  his  servants  had  not  been 
paid ;   .that  his  distress  was  scandalous ;   and  that  his 
nearest  relations  wero  in  a  famishing  condition :  and  the 
said  Hastings  did  also  well  know  that  the  household  of 
the  nabob  was  provided  .for  or  neglected,  not  at  his  own 
discretion,  but  at  that  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan ;  and 
be  did,  in  the  14th  article  aforesaid,  instruct  the  resi- 
dent, Bristow,  to  show  every  ostensible  and  external 
mark  of  respect  to  the  nabob,  in  order  to  induce  him  to 
become  himself  the  mover  of  every  act  necessary  for 
the  advancing  of  his  own  interests,  and  the  discbarge  of 
his  debts  to  the  company,  declaring  <<  that  they  never 
could  be  effected  while  the  minister  retained  that  ascen- 
dency over  him  which  he  at  present  holds  by  the  means 
of  a  nearer  and  more  private  intercourse,  and  by  aflfect* 
ing  to  be  the  mediator  of  his  rights  against  the  claims  of 
our  government."     And  the  said  Hastings  did  further 
well  know,  that  there  was  no  way  of  ascertaining  either 
the  payment  of  the  assignments  for  the  nabob's  house- 
hold, for  the  general  purposes  of  their  destination,  or  to 
the  particular  objects  to  which  they  ought  to  be  applied, 
without  regular  offices  of  receipt  and  of  account,  which 
might  prevent  the  said  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  or  the 
British  resident,  or  any  other,  from  embezzling  or  misap* 

{ilying  the  same.  But  the  total  want  of  offices  aforesaid 
n  every  department  of  government  did  furnish  occasion 
of  concealing  all  frauds,  clandestine  presents,  or  pensions 
to  a  governor  general,  commander  in  chief,  or  other  ser* 
vant  of  the  company. 

LXIL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  pretend  so 
deep  a  concern  for  the  indigaities  auppoaed  to  be  suffered 
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by  the  nabob,  merely  in  the  limitation  and  regulation  of 
uonecesiary  expenses  relative  to  his  kitchen,  domestics, 
&c.  did  show  do  attention  or  compassion  to  the  said 
nabob,  when,  in  the  year  1779,  the  said  nabob  repre* 
sented  that  the  pensions  of  his  old  servants  for  30  years, 
the  expenses  of  his  family  and  kitchen,  together  with 
the  jaghires  of  his  grandmother,  mother,  and  aunts,  and 
of  his  brothers  and  dependants,  given  for  their  support, 
were  not  regulated,  but  slojfped. 

LXIIL 

That  the  other  articles  of  regulation,  namely,  the 
reform  of  tlje  troops  in  number  and  in  arrangement,  the 
appointment  of  proper  collectors  for  the  revenues,  and 
the  general  constitution  of  offices  for  the  executive  ad- 
ministration, were  in  like  manner  totally  defeated  by  the 
said  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n.  And  the  said  Hastings  did  re- 
ceive a  charge  from  hira,  and  did  adopt  it  as  his  own,  re« 
presenting  the  endeavours  of  the  ffisident  to  act  in  the 
regulations  aforesaid  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  bis  in- 
structions, and  in  confidence  of  the'pdwers  vested  jnj 
and  the  responsibility  imposed  upon,  iiim  the  said  resi*^ 
dent,  as  usurfiations  of  the  authority  and  prerogative  of  ^ 
the  nabob ;  and  he  the  said  Hastings  did  make  criminal 
cliarges  thereon  against  the  said  resident  Bristow,  of 
which  charges  the  council  board  did,  on  hearing  thQ 
same,  and  the  defence  of  the  said  Bristow,  fully  atqvit 
iiim. 

LXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  abetting  Hyder  Beg  Khftn, 
a  person  described  by  him  as  aforesaid,  in  his  opposition 
to  all  the  plans  of  necessary  reformation  proposed  by  the 
said  Hastings  himself,  and  having  suggested  no  other 
whatever  in  lieu  thereof,  to  answer  the  purposes,  for 
which  he  had  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for  the 
interference  of  the  resident  in  every  branch  of  the  na- 
bob's government,  did  thereby  frustrate  every  one  of  the 
good  ends  proposed  by  him  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chunar, 
and  did  grossly  abuse  his  trust  in  giving  the  exorbitant 

B)wers  before  recited,  and  assert'^ng  them  to  exist  in  tha 
ritisli  resident,  withowt  suffering  tbem,  even  in  appear- 
vol..  vu  [   ^^   ] 
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ftnce,  to  answer  any  of  the  proper  and  justifiabie  ends, 
for  which  an  j  power  or  infliieoce  can  or  ought  to  exist  iu 
any  government' 

hXV. 

Thai  there  is  just  ground  to  violently  preiume  that 
not  only  the  letters  in  the  name  of  the  nabob  aforesaid 
were  dictated  to  bini  by  his  minister  Uyder  Beg  Khin. 
in  whose  hands  the  said  Hastings  has  described  his  master 
to  be  ^  a  mere  cipher,"  &c.  but  which  Hyder  Beg  was 
the  known  instrument  of  the  said  Hastings ;  but  that  the 
conduct  and  letters  of  complaint  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
were,  in  effect  and  substance,  prescribed  and  dictated  to 
him  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  or  his  secret  agent. 
Palmer,  by  bis  direction ;  because  it  is  notorious,  that 
tiie  powers  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  solely  supported 
by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  who,  according  to  the  state  of 
favour  or  displeasure  in  which  he  stood,  hath  frequently 
promised  htm  support,  or  threatened  him  with  dismissioD 
and  punishment ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  tbought 
that  he  would  take  so  material  a  step  as  to  oppose  the 
company's  resident,  acting  under  the  instructious  of  the 
governor  general  and  council,  and  to  accuse  him  with  so 
■Mich  conndence,  and  in  a  manner  so  diflferent  from  the 
usual  style  of  supplicatiou  on  all  other  occasions  em* 
ployed  by  that  court,  if  he  had  not  been  previously  well 
assured  that  his  writing  in  that  manner  would  be  pleasing 
to  the  person,  upon  whom  he  solely  depended  for  his 
power,  his  fortune,  and  perhaps  tor  his  life.  Secondly, 
because,  when  it  suited  the  purposes  of  the  said  Hastings 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  is,  in  the  year  1784,  to  re- 
move the  resident  Bristow  aforesaid  from  his  office,  a 
9  letter  from  the  nabob  was  laid  before  the  council  brard 
at  Calcutta,  proposing,  tliat,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
effects  of  the  said  Bristow's  application  to  Europe  for 
redress,  the  said  Hastings  should  send  him  draughts  of 
letters,  which  he  the  said  nabob  wouU  write  ia  his  own 
name  and  character  to  the  king,  to  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, and  to  the  court  of  directors,  expressiug  himself,  in 
the  letter  aforesaid,  in  the  words  following:  viz.  ^  to  pre- 
vent his  [Bristow's]  applying  to  Europe,  send  me,  H you 
think  proper,  the  draughts  of  letters,  which  /  may  write 
to  the  king,  the  vizier,  and  the  chiefs  of  tlie  company.*' 
Thirdly,  that  though  the  said  Hastings,  and  his  secret 
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agent  Palmer,  did  pretend,  and  positively  assert,  that 
they  had  no  share  iu  the  letters  aforesaid  from  the  nabob 
and  bis  minister,  there  was  an  original  note  to  the  nabob's 
letters  of  accusation,  referring  to  distinct  parts  and  spe- 
cified numbers  of  the  agent  Palmer's  secret  correspond- 
ence with  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  and  the  said  letter, 
with  the  said  reference,  was,  through  inadvertence,  laid 
before  the  board. 

LXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  thrown  the 
j^vernment  of  Oude  into  great  confusion  and  distress, 
and  thereby  prevented  the  discharge  of  the  debt,  or  pre* 
tended  debt,  to  the  company,  did,  by  all  the  said  in* 
trigues,  machinations,  and  charges,  aim  at  the  filling  the 
said  office  of  resident  at  Oude  with  bis  own  dependants, 
or  by  hiinself  personally^  as  it  appears  that  he  did  first 
propose  to  place  in  the  said  office  his  secret  agent. 
Palmer,  and  that  afterwards,  when  he  was  not  able  to 
succeed  therein,  he  did  propose  nominally  to  abolish  the 
said  office,  but  in  effect  to  fill  it  by  himself;  proposing  to 
the  council,  and  rendering  himself  responsible  (but  not 
in  fortune)  for  the  payment  of  the  company's  debt  within 
a  certain  given  time,  if  he  were  permitted  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  council  to  act  for  the  board  in  that  pro- 
vince ;  and  4id  inform  them,  that  he  was  privately  well 
assured,  that  in  a  few  days  he  should  receive  an  invita- 
tion to  that  effect;  and  he  did  state  (as  in  the  year  1781 
he  had  stated  as  a  reason  for  his  former  delegation)  that 
the  state  of  the  country  was  so  disordered  in  its  revenue 
and  administration,  and  the  credit  and  influence  of  the 
nabob  himself  so  much  sh(X>k  by  the  laie  usurpation  of 
his  authority,  and  the  contests  which  attended  it,  as  to 
require  the  accession  of  an  extraneous  aid  to  restore  the 
powers,  and  to  reanimate  the  constitution  of  his  govern- 
ment;" although  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  for  a  long 
time  before  attribute  the  weakness  of  his  government  to 
an  extraneous  interference.  And  the  said  council,  on 
bis  engagement  aforesaid,  did  consent  thereto;  and  he 
did  accordingly  receive  a  commission,  enabling  him  to 
act  in  the  affairs  of  Oude,  not  only  as  the  resident  might 
have  done,  but  as  largely  as  the  council  general  might 
legally  delegate  their  own  powers. 
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LXVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  accepting  the  aaiil 
commiasbn,  did  subject  hb  character,  and  the  reputatioii 
of  his  office,  to  great  imputations  and  suspicions  by  taking 
upon  himself  an  inferior  office,  out  of  which  another  had 
iqpon  his  intrigues  been  removed  by  a  perpetual  obstruc- 
tion, which  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  perform  bis 
duty,  or  to  obey  his  instructions ;  and  he  did  increase 
the  said  grounded  suspicions  by  exercising  that  office  in 
m  government,  from  whence  it  was  notorious  he  had  him- 
telf  received  an  unlawful  gift  and  present  from  the  minis- 
ters, and  in  which  he  had  notoriously  suffered  many,  and 
had  himself  actually  directed  some,  acts  of  peculation, 
by  granting  various  |)ensions  and  emoluments,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  revenue  of  a  distressed  country,  which 
be  was  not  authorized  to  grant. 

LXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  proceed  unto  the 
■aid  province  of  Oude  under  colour  of  providing  a  remedy 
for  the  disorders  described  to  be  existing  in  the  same, 
tod  for  the  recovery  of  the  company's  pretended  debt. 
And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  had  thought  fit  to 
recall  the  company's  resident  appointed  to  that  office  by 
the  court  of  directors,  and  to  suspend  his  office,  did,  not- 
withstanding, of  his  own  choice  and  selection,  and  on  his 
own  mere  authority,  take  with  bim  in  his  progress  a 
large  retinue,  ^^and  a  numerous  society  of  English  gen- 
tlemen, to  compose  bis  family,''  which  he  represents  as 
necessary ;  although,  in  a  letter  from  that  very  place,  to 
which  he  took  that  very  numerous  society,  he  informs 
the  court  of  directors,  "  that  his  own  consequence,  and 
that  of  the  nation  he  represents,  are  independent  of 
•how;''  and  after  his  arrival  there,  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  write  from  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  that 
province,  a  letter,  dated  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  to  the 
court  of  directors,  in  which  are  several  particulars  to  the 
following  purport  or  tenor,  and  which  he  points  out  to 
the  directors  ^'  to  be  circumstances  of  no  trivial  informa- 
tk>n ;''  namely,  ^^  that  he  had  found,  that  the  lands  in  that 
province,  as  well  as  in  some  parta  more  immediately 
under  the  company,  have  suffered  in  a  grievous  oianner, 
being  completely  exhausted  of  their  natural  moisture  by 
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the  total  failure  of  one  entire  season  of  the  periodical 
rains/'  with  a  few  exceptions,  which  were  produced 
only  "bj  the  uncomman  labour  of  the  husbandman*" 
And  in  a  letter  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  a  member 
of  the  council  general,  from  Benares,  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1784,  he  says,  that  *'  the  public  revenues  had  oe- 
clined  with  the  failure  of  the  cultivation  in  three  succes- 
sive  years  ;  and  all  the  stores  of  grain,  which  the  provi' 
dence  of  the  husbandman  (as  he  was  informed  is  their 
custom)  in  defiance  of  the  vigilance  of  the  aumils  [col- 
lectors] clandestinely  reserved  for  their  onm  ii^e,  were  of 
course  exhausted,  in  which  state  no  person  would  accept 
of  the  charge  of  the  collections  on  a  positive  engagement, 
Dor  did  the  rain  fall  till  the  10th  of  July."  And  in  another 
letter,  dated  from  Benares,  the  1st  of  October  following, 
he  repeats  the  same  accounts;  and  that  the  '< country 
could  not  bear  further  additions  of  expense ;  that  it  had 
no  inlets  of  trade  to  supply  the  issues,  that  were  made 
from  it ;"  [the  exceptions  stated  there  being  inconsidera- 
ble] ^  therefore  every  rupee,  which  is  drawn  into  your 
treasury  [the  company's]  from  its  circulation,  will  accele- 
rate the  period  at  which  its  ability  must  cease  to  pay 
even  the  stipulated  subsidy.^*  Notwithstanding  this  state 
of  the  country,  of  which  he  was  well  apprized  before  he 
left  Calcutta,  and  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  prince 
having  been  frequently  but  in  vain  represented  to  him, 
in  order  to  induce  him  to  forbear  his  oppressive  exactions, 
he  did,  in  order  to  furnish  the  council  with  a  colour  for 
permitting  him  to  recall  the  company's  resident,  and  to 
exercise  the  whole  powers  of  the  company  in  bis  own 
person  without  any  check  whatsoever,  or  witness  of  his 
proceedings,  except  the  persons  of  his  own  private 
choice,  make  the  express  and  positive  engagement  afore- 
said, which,  if  understood  of  a  real  and  substantial  dis- 
charge of  debt  for  the  relief  of  the  total  of  the  company's 
finances,  was  grossly  fallacious ;  because,  at  the  very 
time,  he  must  have  been  perfectly  sensible,  that  in  the 
then  state  of  the  revenues  and  country  of  Oude  (which 
are  in  effect  the  company's  revenues,  and  the  company's 
country)  the  debt,  or  pretended  debt  aforesaid,  asserted 
to  be  about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  thereabouts, 
could  not  be  paid  without  contracting  another  debt,  at 
an  usurious  interest,  without  encroachiog  on  the  neceS" 
sary  establishments,  or  on  private  property,  or  on  the  pay 
of  the  army,  or  without  grievous  oppression  of  the  coun^ 
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try,  or  aii  these  together.  And  it  doth  appear  thai  one 
hundred  tlKNisand  pounds,  towards  the  said  payment  of 
debts,  was  borrowed  at  Calcutta  by  the  nabob's  agent 
there,  but  at  what  interest  is  not  known.  It  appears 
«l8o  that  other  sums  were  borrowed  for  arrear  of  the  in- 
terest, on  which  40,000/.  sterling  appears  in  the  compa- 
ny's claims  for  the  current  year,  and  that  various  deduc- 
tions were  made  from  the  jaghires  restored  to  the  begums, 
as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  nabob's  (amily ;  and  it  did 
and  doth  appear,  that  an  arrear  is  still  due  to  the  old  and 
new  brigade,  but  whether  the  same  be  growing  or  not, 
doth  not  appear ;  yet  he  hath  not  hesitated  lo  aasert, 
that  he  haa  ^'  provided  for  the  eompkU  discharge  in  om 
year  of  a  debt  contracted  by  the  accttmulaiion  ofmang, 
and  from  a  country,  whose  resources  have  been  wast^ 
and  dissipated  by  three  successive  years  of  drought,  and 
one  of  anarchy."  But  the  said  Hastings  never  did  even 
realize  the  payments  to  be  made  in  the  first  year  (as  he 
confesses  in  the  said  letter)  except  by  an  anticipation  of 
the  second ;  and  though  he  states,  in  his  letter  aforesaid, 
the  following  facts  and  ei^agements,  that  is  to  say,  <*  ikat 
n  recovery  of  «o  large  a  part  of  your  property  [the  com- 
pany's] will  afford  a  seasonable  and  substantial  relief  to 
the  necessities  of  your  government,  and  enable  it  (for 
such  is  my  confident  hope)  to  begin  on  the  reduction  of 
your  debt  at  interest  before  the  conclusion  of  this  year  (I 
mean  the  year  of  this  computation)."  Whereas  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  apply  the  whole  produce  of  the 
revenue  to  the  mere  pay  of  some  part  of  the  British  armj 
in  Oude ;  and  did  not  mention  in  his  correspondence  that 
he  had  remitted  any  money  whatsoever  to  Calcutta,  nor 
to  any  other  place  (except  the  fifty  thousand  pocradi 
taken  from  Almas  Ali  Khan,  and  said  to  be  renitted  to 
Surat)  for  the  said  <^  substantial  relief/'  in  consequence 
of  the  said  pretended  '*  recovery  of  property,"  admitting 
that  it  bad  oeen  suggested  to  him  and  not  by  him  denied 
that  he  had  **  disapiioioted  the  popular  expectation  hj 
not  adopting  the  policy,  which  he  had,  on  tke  conceptiim 
of  better  grounds^  rejected :  nor  did  he  begio  the  re- 
duction of  the  interest  debt"  at  the  time  stated,  nor  at 
any  time ;  but  the  whole  (he  well  knowing  the  state  of 
the  country,  from  whence  the  resources  aforesaid  were 
by  him  promised)  was  a  premeditated  deceit  and  impo- 
sition on  the  board  of  council,  his  colleagues,  and  on  the 
rourt  of  directors,  his  masters. 
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liXlX. 

That  no  traces  of  regulation  appear  to  have  been 
adopted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  during  his  resi- 
dence at  Lucknow,  in  eonformitj  to  the  spirit  and  inten- 
lions  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  or  of  bis  instructions  to 
Middletoo  and  Bristow,  or  of  the  proposed  objects  of 
his  own  commission*     But  he  did,  in  lieu  thereof,  pre^ 
tend  to  free  the  nabob's  government  from  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  conq)aojr'a  servants,  and  the  usurpation  (as 
he  called  it)  of  a  resident,  and  thereby  to  restore  it  to 
its  proper  tone  and  energy;  whereas  the  measures  lie 
took  were  such  as  to  leave  no  useful  or  responsible  su- 
perinleiidence  in  the  British,  and  no  freedom  in  the  na- 
bob's government ;  for  he  did  confirm  the  sole,  unparti- 
cipated,  and  entire  administration,  with  all  the  powers 
annexed  to  the  government,  on  the  minister,  Hyder  Beg: 
Khan,  to  whom  he  prevailed  on  the  nabob  vizier  to  com- 
mit the  entire  charge  of  his  revenues,  although  he  knew 
that  bis  master  was  a  cipher  in  his  hands ;  tbit  he  *'  had 
aflixed  his  seal  to  letters  written  without  his  knowledge,* 
and  such  as  evidently  tended  to  promote  Hyder  Beg; 
Klian's  influence  and  interest ;"  that  his  said  master  di4 
not  consider  him  as  a  minister  of  hb  choice,  but  as  an  in- 
strument of  his  degradation ;  that  **  he  exists  as  a  minis- 
ter by  his  dependence  on  the  Calcutta  government,  and 
that  the  nabob  himself  had  no  ether  opinion  of  him; 
that  it  is  by  its  decUtred  and  most  obviotu  support  atotir 
that  he  could  maintain  his  authority  and  influence."  And 
in  his  instructions  to  hn  secret  agenH  Major  Palmer,  da- 
ted Gth  of  May,  1782,  to  ease  his  mind  and  remove  his* 
jealousy   with  regard  to  British  interference,  &e  did  in- 
btruct  him  ^*  that  much  delicacy  and  caution  will  be  re- 
quired in  your  dechiratkNis  on  this  subject,' lest  they 
should  be  construed  to  extend  to  an  iomiediate  change 
in  the  administratioB  of  bis  afiairs,  or  the  instruments  of' 
it.     Their  persons  most  be  considered  as  aaered  while 
they  act  with  the  purticipatian  (jf  our  itifiMence:**    This- 
dis tine  lion  the  nabob  undersUuds^  nor  will  it  be  either 
necessary  or  proper  to  allude  to  it,  unless  he  himself 
should  tirst  introduce  the  subject.     And  the  said  Has- 
tings did  assume,  as  to  a  dependant  of  the  lowest  order, 
to  prescribe  to  him  the  conditions  on  which  he  is  to  hold^ 
bis  place,  to  threaten  him  with  scrutinies  into  his  con* 
duct,  with  dismissicNi,  with  punishment;  that  bo  was" 
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guilty'  of  falsehood  and  doplicitjr,  and  that  he  had  made 
his  iDaster  assert  what  was  true  to  be  (kise  ;  that  he  sus- 

Ccted  he  had  withheld  from  his  master  what  he  oaght  to 
Te  paid  to  him ;  tiiat  the  event  of  his  hmvii^  pre- 
vailed  on  the  nabob  to  entrust  him  as  aforesaid  was  ac- 
cording to  his,  the  said  Hastings^  own  letter*  written  to 
the  said  Hjder  Beg  Khan  himself,  "  an  accumniatioa  of 
distress,  debasement,  and  dissatisliM:tion  to  the  nabob,  and 
of  disappointment  and  disgrace  to  me.  Every  noieaaure, 
which  he  had  himself  proposed,  and  to  which  he  had  so- 
licited my  assistance,  has  been  so  conducted,  as  to  give 
him  cause  of  displeasure ;  there  are  no  officers  estabUsh- 
ed  by  which  his  affairs  could  be  regularly  conducted : 
mean,  incapable,  and  indigent  men  lave  been  appointed 
aumils  of  Uie  districts,  without  authority,  and  without 
the  means  of  personal  protection;  some  of  them  have 
been  murdered  by  the  zemindars,  and  those  zemindars,. 
instead  of  punishment,  have  been  permitted  to  retain 
their  zemindaries  with  independent  authority;  all  the 
other  zemindars  suffered  to  rise  up  in  rebellion,  and  to 
insult  the  authority  of  the  sircar,  without  any  attempt 
made  to  suppress  them ;  and  the  company's  d^t,  instead 
of  being  discharged  by  the  assignments  and  extraordina- 
ry sources  of  money  provided  for  that  purpose,  is  likely 
to  exceed  even  the  amount  at  which  it  stood  at  the  time 
in  which  the  arrangement  with  his  excellency  was  con- 
cluded. Tht  growth  of  these  evils  was  early  made  known 
to  mf ,  and  their  effects  foreboded  in  the  same  order  and 
manner  as  they  have  since  come  to  pass.  In  such  a  state 
of  calamity  and  disgrace,  I  can  no  longer  remain  a  pas- 
sive spectator ;  nor  would  it  be  becoming  to  conceal  my 
sentiments,  or  qualify  the  expression  of  them.  I  now 
plainly  tell  you,  that  you  are  answerable  for  every  mii- 
fortune  and  defect  of  the  nabob  vizier's  government." 
And  after  giving  orders,  and  expressing  some  hopes  of 
better  behaviour,  he  adds,  *'  if  1  am  di^pointed,  you 
will  impose  on  me  the  painful  and  humiliatmg  necessity 
of  acknowledging  to  him  that  I  have  been  deceived,  and 
of  recommending  the  examination  of  your  conduct  to  his 
justice,  both  for  the  redress  of  his  own  and  the  compa- 
ny's grievances,  and  for  the  injury  sustained  by  both  in 
their  mutual  connexion.  Do  not  reply  to  me  that  what 
1  have  written  is  from  the  suggestion  of  your  enemies; 
nor  imagine  that  I  have  induced  myself  to  write  in  suck 
j^laip  and  declaratory  terms,  without  a  clear  insight  in- 
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to  all  the  consequences  of  it,  and  a  fixed  deteroaination 
upon  them.'' 

LXX. 

That  the  aforesaid  being  the  tenure  of  the  powei'  of 
the  said  minister,  and  snch  his  character,  as  given  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  who  did  originally 
compel  the  nabob  to  receive  him,  who  did  constantly 
support  him  against  the  nabob  his  master,  as  well  as 
against  the  company's  resident ;  the  delivering  over  to 
such  a  person  |his  master,  his  family,  his  country,  and 
the  care  of  the  British  interests  therein,  without  control 
or  public  inspection,  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor. 

LXXI. 

That  the  next  person,  whom  the  said  Hastings  did  in- 
vest with  power  in  the  said  country,  was  a  certain  opu- 
lent and  powerful  native,  manager  of  revenue,  called  AU 
mas  Ali  Khan,  closely  connected  with  the  said  Hyder 
Beg  Khan ;  and  to  whom  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  as 
the  said  Hastings  has  admitted,  <*had  entrusted  the 
greatest  part  of  iiis  revenues,  without  any  pledge  or  se- 
curity  for  his  fidelity."  And  afterwards  the  said  Has- 
tings charges  the  said  Almas  Ali  with  an  intention  of 
removing  from  the  nabob's  dominions ;  he  states,  *<as  ta- 
king with  him,"  and  therefore  being  possessed  <<of  an 
immense  treasure,  the  fruits  of  his  embezzlements  and 
oppressions,  and  an  army  raised  for  its  protection." 

Lxxn. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was,  or  pretended  to 
be,  impressed  with  the  evil  character,  dangerous  designs, 
and  immoderate  power  of  the  said  Almas  Ali;  that  he 
did  insert,  among  his  instructions  to  the  resident,  Bria- 
tow,  an  order  of  a  dangerous  and  unwarrantable  nature, 
in  which,  upon  his,  the  said  Hastings's,  simple  allegation 
of  offences  not  accurately  described  or  specified  with  re* 
gard  either  to  the  fact,  the  nature  of  the  offence,  or  the 
proof,  to  urge  the  nabob  to  put  him  to  death,  with  many 
qualifications  in  the  said  instructions,  full  of  fraud  and 
duplicity,  calculated  to  ensnare  the  said  resident,  Bris- 

VOL  IV.  [  ^M 
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toiv,  and  1o  throw  upon  him  the  regpofisibili^  of  th^ 
conduct  of  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khan,  if  he  should  coo- 
tinue  at  large,  contrary  to  his  orders,  or  to  subject  him, 
the  said  resident,  to  the  shame  and  scandal  of  appre- 
hending and  putting  him  to  death  by  means,  which,  in 
the  circumstances,  must  necessarily  be  such  as  would  be 
construed  into  treachery ;  and  he,  the  said  Almas  Ali 
Khan,  being  from  nature  and  situation  suspicious  aod- 
watchful,  and  being  at  that  very  time  in  the  collection, 
or  farmer  of  the  most  important  part  of  the  revenues, 
with  an  extensive  jurisdiction  annexed,  and  at  the  head* 
of  fourteen  thousand  of  his  own  troops ;  and  having  been 
secently  accepted  by  the  resident,  Middleton,  as  secu- 
rity for  large  sums  of  money  advanced  by  the  bankers 
of  Benares  to  the  use  oC  the  East  India  company; 
which  orders  (if  the  said  resident  would  or  could  have 
executed  them)  must  have  raised  an  universal  alarm 
among  all  the  considerable  men  of  the  country  concernedi 
in  tht;  government,  and  would  have  been  a  means  oC 
subverting  the  public  credit  of  the  company  by  the 
murder  of  a  person  engaged  for  very  great  sums  of  mo- 
Qey  that  had  been  advanced  for  their  use.  And  the 
said  instructbns  are  as  followeth : 

<'If  any  engagement  shall  actually  subsist  betweea 
them  at  the  time  you  have  charge  of  the  residency,  it 
must,  however  exceptionable,  be  faithfully  observed; 
but  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  criminal  o&nce  to  the 
nabob,  his  master,  for  which  no  immunity  is  provided  io 
the  engagement,  or  he  shall  break  any  one  of  the  condi> 
tions  of  it,  I  do  most  strictly  enjoin  you,  and  it  must  be 
your  special  care  to  endeavour,  either  by  farce  or  sw- 
prise^  to  secujce  his  person  and  bring  him  to  juatice;  by 
bringing  him  to  justice,  I  mean  that  you  urge  the  nabob, 
on  due  convictbn,  to  punish  him  with  death,  at  a  neces- 
(lary  example  to  deter  others  from  the  commission  of  the 
like  crimes ;  nor  roust  you  desist  till  this  is  effected.  I 
cannot  prescribe  the  means ;  but  to  guard  myself  agaimt 
the  obloquy  to  which  1  may  be  exposed  by  a  forced  mis- 
construction of  this  order  by  tliose  who  may  hereafter 
be  employed  in  searching  our  records  for  cavils  and  in- 
formations against  me,  I  think  it  proper  to  forbid^  and 
protest  against  the  use  of  unyfrauduletU  artifice  orlreacht' 
ry  to  accomplish  the  end  which  I  have  prescribed  i  and 
as  you  alone  are  privy  to  the  order,  you  will  of  course 
•bserve  the  greatest  secrecy  that  it  may  not  t^i^spins; 
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)^t  I  repeat  my  recommendatioti  of  it,  as  one  of  tli^ 
firat  and  most  essential  duties  of  your  office/' 

LXXIII. 

That  «mong  the  reasons  assigned  for  putting  to  death 
the  said  Almas  AH,  which  the  said  HasUngs  did  recoHl^ 
mend  directly  and  repeatedly  to  the  resident  ^'as  one  of 
the  first  and  most  esuential  duties  of  his  office,"  was  ia 
flubstance,  **  that  by  4A  extensive  trust  with  regard  t# 
the  revenues  he  bad  been  permitted  to  acquire  indepen- 
dency ;  that  the  means  thereof  bad  been  long  seen,  and 
the  effects  thereof  foretold  by  every  person  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  government^  except  those  immediately 
interested  in  it ;"  and  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  dM 
also  charge  the  said  Almas  Ali  with  embezzlement  of  tb6 
revenues,  and  oppression  of  the  people,  and  nothing  ap» 
pears  to  disprove  the  same,  but  much  to  give  ground  to 
a  presumption  that  the  said  Almas  Ali  did  grievously 
abuse  the  power  committed  to  him,  as  farmer  and  collec- 
tor of  the  revenue,  to  the  great  oppression  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  countries,  which  had  been  rented  to  him 
by  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  with  the  knowledge  and  coment  bf 
the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

LXXIV- 

l^hat  the  resident,  Bristow,  declining  the  violent  at* 
tempt  on  the  life  of  Almas  Ali,  deceitfully  ordered  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  weighty  reasons, 
drawn  from  the  spirit  of  the  said  Hastings'  own  instruc- 
tions, recommend  (hat  his,  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khan's, 
farms  of  revenue,  or  a  great  part  of  them,  should  be,  on 
the  expiration  of  his  lease,  taken  out  of  his  hands,  ai 
being  too  extensive,  and  supplying  the  means  of  a  dan- 
gerous power  in  the  country  ;  but  yet  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  did  not  only  continue  him  in  the  possession  of 
the  said  revenues,  but  did  give  to  him  a  new  lease  there- 
of for  the  term  of  five  years.  And  on  this  renovation  and 
increase  of  trust  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  cod- 
sent  to  produce  the  informer  upon  whose  credit  he  had 
made  his  charge  of  capital  crimes  on  the  said  Almas  Ali, 
and  had  ilirected  him  to  be  put  to  death,  or  call  upon 
liim  to  make  good  his  charges ;  but  instead  of  this,  to- 
tally changing  bis  relation  to  the  said  Almas*  Ali,  did 
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himself  labour  to  procure  from  all  parts  attestations  to 
prove  him  not  guilty  of  the  perfidy  and  disloyalty,  of 
which  the  said  Hastings  himself  appears  to  have  been  to 
that  very  time  his  sole  accuser,  as  he  hath  since  been 
his  most  anxious  advocate ;  but  though  he  did  use  many 
endeavours  to  acquit  Almas  Ali  of  his  intended  flight, 
yet  concerning  his  embezzlements  and  oppressions,  the 
most  important  of  all  charges  relative  to  that  of  the  re- 
venue and  collection,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  hath  made 
no  inquiry  whatever,  by  which  ^  might  appear  that  he 
was  not  as  fully  guilty  thereof  as  he  bad  always  repre- 
sented him  to  be.  But  some  time  after  be,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  had  arrived  at  Lucknow,  in  the  year 
1784,  he  suggested  to  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khan  the  ad- 
vance to  the  company's  use  of  a  sum  of  money,  amount* 
ing  to  fifty  thousand  pounds  or  thereabouts ;  and  the  said 
suggested  advance  was  (as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as- 
serts, no  witness  or  document  of  the  transaction  appeal^ 
ing)  "  cheerfully,  and  without  hesitation,  complied  with, 
considering  it  as  an  evidence  seasonably  ofiered  for  the 
general  refutation  of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  dbloy- 
alty ;"  which  practice  of  charging  wealthy  persons  with 
treason  and  disloyalty,  and  afterwards  acquitting  them  oo 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  is  highly  scandalous  to 
the  honour,  justice,  and  government  of  Great  Britaio ; 
and  the  ofience  is  highly  aggravated  by  the  said  Ba»> 
tings'  declaration  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  the 
charges  against  Almas  Ali  Khan  have  been  too  labori- 
ously urged  against  him ;  and  carried  at  one  time  to  such 
an  excess  as  had  ueaily  driven  him  to  abandon  his  coun- 
try "/or  the  prcservatLn  of  his  life  and  honour;^*  and 
thus  to  give  a  <<  colour  to  the  charges  themselves," 
when  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  well  know,  tint 
he  himself  did  consider  as  a  crime  and  did  make  it  an 
article  in  a  formal  accusation  against  the  resident,  Mid- 
dleton,  that  he  did  not  inform  him,  the  said  Hastings,  of 
the  supposed  treasons  of  Almas  Ali  Khan,  and  of  his  de- 
sign to  abandon  the  country,  when  he  himself  did  most 
laboriously  urge  the  charges  against  him ;  and  when  do 
attempt  appears  to  have  been  made  against  the  life  of 
the  said  Almas  Ali  Khan,  except  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  himself. 
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LXXV. 

That  the  sam  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or 
thereabouts,  publicly  taken  by  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, as  an  advatice  for  the  use  of  the  company,  if  gi- 
ven as  a  consideration,  or  fine,  on  account  of  the  re* 
newal  for  a  long  term  of  civil  authority  and  military  com- 
mand, and  the  collection  of  the  revenues  to  an  immeost 
amount,  the  same  being  at  least  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling  yearly,  was  so  totally  inadequate  to  the 
interest  granted,  that  it  may  justly  be  presumed  it  wa» 
not  on  that,  or  on  any  public  ground  or  condition,  that 
the  said  Hastings  did  delegate,  out  of  all  reach  of  re- 
sumption or  correction,  a  lease  of  boundless  power  and 
enormous  profit,  for  so  long  a  term,  to  a  known  oppressor 
of  the  country. 

LXXVI. 

That  Warren  Hastings  being  at  Lucknow  in  conse* 
quence  of  his  deputation  aforesaid,  did,  in  his  letter  from 
that  city,  dated  30th  of  April,  1784,  recommend  to  the 
court  of  directors,  as  his  last  and  uUimatt  hopcy  that 
their  wisdom  would  put  2l  final  period  to  the  ruinous  and 
disreptUabU  system  of  interference,  whether  avowed  oih 
secret f  in  the  aftairs  of  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  and  with- 
draw for  ever  the  influence  by  which  it  is  maintained ;" 
and  that  they  ought  to  confine  their  views  to  the  sole 
maintenance  of  the  old  brigade  stationed  in  Oude  by 
virtue  of  the  first  treaty  with  the  reigning  nabob ;  ex- 
pressing himself  in  the  following  words  to  the  court  of 
directors :  *^  If  you  transgress  that  line,  you  may  extend 
the  distrihtUion  of  patronagey  and  add  to  the  fortunes 
of  individuals^  and  to  the  nominal  riches  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; but  your  own  interests  will  sufier  by  it;  and  tbe 
ruin  of  a  great  and  once  flourishing  nation  mill  be  re- 
corded as  tlie  work  of  vottr  administration^  with  an 
everlasting  reproach  to  the  British  name.  To  this  rea- 
soning I  shall  join  the  obligations  of  justice  and  good 
faithy  which  cttt  off  every  pretext  for  yonr  exercising  any 
power  or  authority  in  this  country^  as  long  as  the  sove^ 
reign  of  it  fulfils  the  engagements  he  Ims  articled  with 
you.^* 
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LXXVII. 

That  it  appears,  by  the  extraordinary  recommendatioa 
aforesaid,  asserted  by  him  the  said  Hastings  to  be  en- 
forced by  tht*^  obligations  of  justice  and  good  failh^^ 
that  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  tiooe  of  writing 
the  said  letter,  had  made  an  agreement  to  withdraw  the 
British  interference,  represented  by  him  **  as  a  ruinous 
and  disreputable  system,"  out  of  the  dominions  of  thi^ 
nabob  of  Oude.  But  the  instrument  itself,  in  which  the 
taid  Agreement  is  made,  (if  at  all  existing)  does  not  ap- 
pear \  nor  hath  the  said  Hastings  transmitted  ady  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  said  treaty,  which  is  a  neglect 
highly  criminal ;  especially  t$  he  has  informed  the  com- 
pany, in  his  letter  from  Benares,  <<  that  he  has  promised 
the  nabob  that  he  will  not  abandon  him  to  the  chance  of 
any  other  mode  of  relation ;  and  most  confidently  given 
him  assurance  of  the  ratification  and  confirmation  of  that, 
which  he  [the  said  Hastings]  bad  established  between 
his  government  and  the  company :"  the  said  confident 
assurance  being  given  to  an  agreement  never  produced, 
and  made  without  any  sort  of  authority  from  the  court  of 
directors ;  an  agreement  precluding,  on  the  one  band,  the 
operation  of  the  discretion  of  his  masters  in  the  conduct 
of  their  afiairs ;  or,  on  the  other,  subjecting  them  to  the 
hazard  of  an  imputation  on  their  faith,  by  breaking  an 
engagement  confidently  made  in  their  name,  though 
Without  their  consent,  by  the  first  officer  of  their  govern- 
nent 

That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  preclude  the  opera- 
tion of  such  discretionary  conduct  in  the  administration 
•Fthis  kingdom,  as  circumstances  might  call  for,  has  Jr- 
formed  the  directors,  that  he  has  gone  so  far  as  eveli  to 
eondition  the  existence  of  the  revenue  itself  with  the  ex- 
elusion  of  the  company,  his  masters,  from  all  interference 
whatsoever;  for  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wfaeler,  dated 
Benares,  20th  September,  1784,  are  the  following  words : 
**  the  atimils  [collectors]  deniatided  that  a  clause  should 
be  inserted  in  their  engagements,  that  they  were  to  be 
in  full  force  for  the  complete  term  of  their  leases,  pro- 
vided that  no  foreign  authority  wsL^exercined  over  them; 
i>r,  in  other  wordd,  that  their  engagements  were  to  cease 
whenever  they  should  be  interrupted  in  their  functions  by 
the  interffrence  of  an  English  agent.  This  requisition 
fv^a  officially  notified  to  me  by  the  acting  minister,  and 
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referred  to  me  in  form  by  tbe  nabob  vizier,  for  my  frevu 
ous  consent  to  it:  I  encouraged  it,  and  I  gave  my 
consent  to  it."  And  the  said  Hastings  has  been 
guilty  of  the  high  presumption  to  inform  his  said  masters, 
that  he  has  taken  that  course  to  compel  them  not  to  violate 
the  assarances  given  by  him  in  their  name : — '*  there  is 
one  condition,  [namely,  the  above  condition,]  which  es* 
seniially  connects  the  confirmation  of  the  settlenieiU  Us^f 
with  the  iniere$t8  of  tlie  company. ^^ 

LXXVHL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  show  an  in«^ 
decent  distrust  of  the  company's  faith,  did  endeavour,  be- 
fore that  time,  at  other  times,  namely,  in  his  instructions 
lo  his  secret  agent.  Major  Palmer,  dated  the  6th  of  May^ 
1782,  to  limit  the  confidence  to  be  re])08ed  in  the  British 
government  to  the  duration  of  his  own  power,  in  the  fol- 
k>wing  words,  in  the  5th  article :  <<  It  is  very  much  my 
desire  to  impress  the  nabob  with  a  thorough  confidence 
ki  the  faith  and  justice  of  our  government ;  that  is  to  say» 
in  my  own^  while  I  am  at  the  head  of  it :  I  cannot  be  an- 
twerable  for  tiie  acts  of  others  independent  of  me.'' 

LXXIX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  letter^ 
dated  Benares,  the  1st  of  October,  17B4»  to  the  court  of 
directors,  write,  *<  that  if  they  [the  directors] manifested 
no  symptoms  of  an  intended  interference,  the  objects  of 
bis  engagements  will  be  obtained ;  but  if  a  different  policy 
shall  be  adopted ;  ^if  new  agents  are  sent  into  the  country, 
and  armed  with  authority  for  the  purposes  of  vengeance 
or  corruption  (for  to  no  otiier  wiu  they  be  applied ) ;  ^if 
new  demands  are  made  on  the  nabob  vizier,  ^nd  accounts 
overcharged  on  one  side,  with  a  wide  latitude  taken  on 
the  other,  to  swell  his  debt  beyond  the  means  of  pay- 
ment ;  ^if  political  dangers  are  portended,  to  ground  on 
them  the  plea  of  burdening  his  country  with  unnecessary 
defences  and  enormous  subsidies ;  H^v  if,  even  ai|staining 
from  direct  encroachment  on  the  nabob's  rights^  your  go- 
vernment shall  show  but  a  degree  of  personal  kindness  to 
the  partisans  of  the  late  usurpation,  or  by  any  construc- 
tive indication  of  partiality  and  dissatisfactioD  furnish 
g^)upds  for  the  expectation  of  an  approadiifig  chaogp  o£ 
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system ; — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  all  my  labours  wiD 
prove  abortive.** 


That  all  the  measures  deprecated  in  future  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  with  a  reference  to  former  conduct» 
ioJiis  several  letters  aforesaid,  being  (so  far  as  the  same 
are  intelligible)  six  in  number,  have  been  all  of  them  the 

E roper  acts  and  measures  of  the  said  Warren  Hastingi 
imself ;  for  he  did  himself  first  of  all  introduce,  and  did 
afterwards  continue  and  support,  that  interference  (which 
he  now  informs  the  court  of  directors  ^^  is  ruinous  and 
disreputable,'*  and  which  the  very  symptoms  of  an  m- 
tention  to  renew  he  considers  in  the  highest  degree  dan- 
gerous) ;  he  did  direct,  with  a  controlling  and  absolute 
authority,  m  every  department  of  government,  and  in 
every  district  in  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. — 
Secondly,  the  appointment  of  agents,  which  was  eminent- 
ly the  act  of  his  own  administration ;  he  not  only  retain- 
ing many  agents  in  the  country  of  Oude,  both  ** secret 
and  avoTvedy*^  but  also  sending  some  of  them,  in  defiance 
to  the  orders  of  that  very  court  of  directors,  to  wbom» 
in  his  said  letter  of  the  Ist  of  October,  1784,  he  assigns 
^'  vengeance  and  corruption'*  as  the  only  motives  that  cao 
produce  such  appointments.     Thirdly,  that  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  instruct  one  of  the  said  agents,  and 
did  charge  him  upon  pain  of  "a  dreadful  r^ponsibilittf^^' 
to  perform  sundry  acts  of  violence  against  persons  of  the 
highest  distinction,  and  nearest  relation  to  the  prince: 
which  acts  were  justly  liable  to  the  imputation  of  *^  vem* 
geance*^  in  the  execution,  and  which  he,  in  his  reply  to 
the  defence  of  Middleton  to  one  of  his  charges,  did  de- 
clare to  be  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  *^  corruption  m  the 
relaxation.**     Fourthly,  that  he  did  raise  new  demands 
on  the  vizier,  ''and  overcharge  accounts  on  one  side,  and 
take  a  wide  latitude  on  the  other,*'  by  sending  up  a  new 
and  before  unheard  of  overcharge  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  and  upwards,  not  made  by  the  resident,  or 
admitted  by  the  vizier;  and  by  adding  the  same,  did 
swell  his  debt ''  beyond  the  means  of  payment;'*  and  did 
even  insert,  as  the  ninth  article  of  his  charge  against 
Middleton, ''  his  omitting  to  take  any  notice  of  the  addi- 
tional balance  of  rupees  2,648,57 1,  stated  by  the  account- 
ant general  to  be  due  from  the  vizier  on  the  30th  oC 
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April,  1780,"  to  which  he  did  add  14  lack  more,  making 
together  the  above  sum.  Fifthly,  that  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  assign  'Apolitical  dangers"  in  hi» 
minute  of  the  13  December,  1779,  for  burdening  the 
said  nabob  of  Oude  ''with  unnecessary  defences  and 
enor/nous  subsidies,"  with  regard  to  which  he  then  de- 
clared, that "  it  was  our  part  not  his  (the  nabob's)  to 
judge  and  to  determine."  And  sixthly,  that  he  did  not 
only  show  the  design  but  the  fad  of  personal  kindness 
to  the  partisans  of  what  he  here  calls,  as  well  as  in  ano- 
ther letter,  and  in  one  minute  of  consultation,  a  ^*  late 
usurpation,"  he  having  rewarded  the  principal  and  most 
obnoxious  of  the  instruments  of  the  said  late  usurpation  (if 
such  it  was)  Bichard  Johnson,  Esquire,  with  an  honoura- 
ble and  profitable  embassy  to  the  court  of  the  nizam. 

LXXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  therefore,  by  sissuming 
an  authority  which  he  himself  did  consider  as  anti^urpa- 
tioriy  and  by  acts,  in  virtue  of  that  usurped  authority, 
done  in  his  own  proper  person,  and  by  agents  appointed 
by  himself,  and  proceeding  (though  with  some  mitigation, 
for  which  one  of  them  was  by  him  censured  and  accused) 
under  his  own  express  and  positive  orders  and  instruc- 
tions, and  thereby  establishing,  as  he  himself  observed,  '^  a 
system  of  interference,  disreputable  and  ruinous,  which 
could  only  be  subservient  to  promote  patronage,  private 
interest,  private  embezzlement,  coriuptiou  and  ven- 
geance,!' to  the  public  detriment  of  the  company,  *^  and 
to  the  riiin  of  a  once  flourishing  nation,  and  eternally  re- 
proachful to  the  British  name ;"  and  for  the  evil  effects 
of  which  system,  "  as  his  sole  and  ultimate  hope"  and 
remedy,  he  recommends  an  entire  abdication  for  ever,  not 
only  of  .all  power  and  authority,  but  even  of  the  inter- 
ference and  influence  of  Great  Britain ;  is  guilty  of  a 
high  crime  and  misdemeanour. 

LXXXIL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  from 
Chunar,  of  the  29th  of  November,  1781,  has  represent- 
ed that  very  influence  and  interference  (which,  in  three 
public  papers  he  denominates  ^'  a  late  usurpntion^^)  as- 

VOL.  VI.  [    62    ] 
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being  anthorized  by  a  regular  treaty  and  agreement,  to- 
luntarily  made  with  the  nabob  himseir,  at  a  place  called 
Chunar,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1781,  a  copy  of  which 
hath  been  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  that 
three  persons  were  present  at  the  execution  of  the  same, 
two  whereof  were  Middletoii  and  Johnson,  his  agents  and 
residents  at  Oude,  I  he  third,  the  minister  of  the  nabob. 
And  he  did,  in  his  paper  written  to  the  council  general, 
and  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  not  only  de- 
clare that  the  said  interference  was  agreed  to  by  the  said 
nabob,  and  sealed  with  his  seal,  but  would  be  highly  be- 
Beficial  to  him :  assuring  the  said  council,  ^*  that  if  the 
resident  performed  his  duly  in  the  execution  of  hb  [the 
said  Hastings']  instructions,  the  nabob's  part  of  the  en- 
gagement will  prove  of  still  greater  benefit  to  him  tbn 
to  our  government,  in  whose  behalf  it  was  exacted ;  and 
that  the  participation  wluch  b  allowed  our  resident  io 
the  inspection  of  the  public  treasure,  will  secure  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  company'^  demands,  whilst  the  ii^uence 
which  our  government  will  ALWA  YS  possess  over  tht 
public  minister  of  the  naboby  and  the  auihorUy  cf  wr 
owny  will  be  an  effectual  means  of  securing  an  attentive 
and  faithful  discharge  of  their  several  trusts  both  towards 
the  company  and  the  vizier." 

Lxxxni. 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  dtd  not  only  settle  a 
plan,  of  which  the  agency  and  interference  aforesaid  was 
a  part,  and  assert  the  beneficial  consequences  thereof 
but  did  also  record,  that  the  same  ^'  was  a  great  public 
measure,  constituted  on  a  large  and  established  system^ 
and  destructive  in  its  instant  eflfects  of  the  interest  aal 
fortune  of  many  patronized  individuals ;"  and  in  come- 
,  quence  of  the  said  treaty,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastily 
did  authorize  and  positively  require  hb  agent  aforesud 
to  interfere  in,  and  control  and  regulate,  all  the  naboVs 
affairs  whatsoever;  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  hav- 
ing made  for  the  company,  and  in  its  name,  an  acqniu- 
tioo  of  power  and  authority,  even  if  it  had  been  abused 
by  others,  he  ought  to  have  remedied  the  abuse,  and 
brought  the  guilty  to  condign  punishment,  instead  of  ma- 
king another  treaty,  witiiout  their  approbation,  consent, 
or  knowledge,  and  to  tins  time  not  communicated  to  them; 
by  which  it  appear^  he  has  annulled  the  former  treatv. 


AGAINST  WARRBN  BASTIMjIS.  491 

and  the  anthority  thereby  acquired  to  the  company  as  a 
grievance  and  usurpation,  to  which,  from  the  general 
corruption  of  their  service,  no  other  remedy  could  be  ap- 
plied than  a  formal  renunciation  of  their  power  and  in- 
fluence; for  which  said  actings  and  doingat  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  qnisde^ 
meanour. 

LXXXIV. 

That  the  company's  army  in  India  is  an  object  requi- 
ring the  most  vigilant  and  constant  inspection,  both  to 
the  happiness  of  the  natives,  the  security  of  the  British 
power,  and  to  its  own  obedience  and  discipline ;  and  does 
require  that  inspection^  in  proportion  as  it  is  removed 
from  the  principal  seat  of  government ;  and  the  number 
and  discipline  of  the  troops  kept  up  by  the  native  princes, 
along  with  British  troops,  is  also  of  great  moment  and 
importance  to  the  same  ends :  that  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  pretending  to  pursue  the  same,  did,  in  virtue  of 
an  authority  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  aforesaid, 
give  strict  orders,  and  to  which  he  did  demand  a  most 
implicit  obedience^  that  all  officers  of  the  nabob's  army 
should  be  appointed  "with  the  conctirrtuce  of  the  resir 
dent  ;^*  and  supposing  the  case,  that  persons  of  obnoxious 
description,  or  of  known  disaffection  to  the  British  go- 
vernment (of  which  he  left  the  resident  to  be  the  judge) 
he  did  direct  in  the  following  words:  "  you  are  in  such 
case  to  remonstrate  against  it ;  and  if  the  vizier  should 
persist  in  his  choice,  you  are  peremptorily,  and  in  my 
yirt7Wf,to  oppose  it  as  «  breach  of  his  agreement  ;**  and  he 
did  also  direct,  that  the  "  mootiana  [or  soldiers  emplored 
for  the  collection  of  revenue]  should  be  reformed,  and  re- 
duced into  one  corps  for  the  whole  service:  and  that  no 
infantry  should  be  left  in  the  nabob's  service,  bat  what 
may  be  necessary  for  his  body  guard ;"  and  he  did  fur- 
ther order  and  direct  as  follows  :  "  that  in  quelling  dis-  * 
turbances  the  commander  of  the  forces  should  assist  you 
[the  said  resident]  on  the  requisition  of  the  vizier,  com- 
municated through  yon  fo  him,  [the  said  commander]  or 
at  yoxir  own  sinirle  application.  It  is  directed,  that  the 
regiment  ordered  for  the  immediate  protection  of  your 
office  and  person  at  Lucknow  shall  be  relieved  every 
three  months,  and  during  its  stay  there  shall  act  solely  * 
and  exclusively  under  your  orders."     And  it  appears, 
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in  the  course  of  tbe  compaoy's  correspondeDce,  that  th^; 
country  troops,  under  the  nabob's  sole  direct  ion,  wouI4 
be  ill  disciplined  and  unserviceable,  if  not  worse ;  and 
therefore  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  order,  that  "  no 
infantry  should  be  kept  in  his  service ;"  yet  it  appears 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  make  an  arrangement 
for  a  body  of  native  troops,  wholly  out  of  the  control  oi^ 
inspection  of  the  British  government,  and  left  a  written 
order  in  the  hands  of  Major  Pahner  (one  of  his  agents, 
who  had  been  continued  there,  though  the  company  was 
not  permitted  to  employ  any)  to  be  transmitted  to  Cob- 
nel  Gumming,  as  soon  as  an  adequate  force  shall  be  pro- 
vided/or the  defence  of  the  nabob* s  frontier ^  by  detach- 
ments from  the  naboVs  own  battalions ;  the  said  Cok>- 
Del  Cumming's  forces,  whom  the  others  were  to  super- 
sede and  replace,  consisting  wholly  of  infantry,  and  whjcb, 
being  intended  for  the  same  service,  were  probably  of 
the  same  constitution. 

LXXXV. 

That  the  old  brigade  of  British  troops,  which  by  treaty 
was  to  remain,  had  been  directed,  by  the  instructions  of 
the  said  Hastings  to  the  resident  Middleton,  and  to  the 
resident  Bristow,  "  not  to  be  employed  at  the  requisition 
of  the  vizier  any  otherwise  than  through  the  resident;" 
and  the  said  direction  was  properly  given,  it  not  beii^ 
fit  that  British  troops  should  be  under  the  sole  direction 
of  foreign  independent  princes,  or  of  any  other  ths^  the 
British  government;  yet,  notwithstanding  the  proper 
and  necessary  direction  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  hath  left  the  said  troops,  by  his  new  treaty, 
without  any  local  control,  or  even  inspection,  notwith- 
standing his  powers  under  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  and  his 
own  repeated  orders,  and  notwithstanding  the  miachieb 
and  dangers  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  foresee 
would  result  therefrom,  if  left  under  the  sole  direction 
of  the  nabob,  and  their  own  discretion,  the  said  Hastings 
having  stipulated  with  the  said  nabob  not  to  exercise  any 
authority,  or  even  influence,  secret  or  avowed^  within  his. 
dominions. 

LXXXVI. 

That  the  crime  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ip  at 
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tiemptiDg  thus  to  abandon  the  British  army  to  the  sole 
discretion  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  is  exceedingly  aggra- 
vated by  the  description  given  by  him  severally  of  the 
said  nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  the  British  army  stationed 
for  the  defence  of  his  dominions ;  in  his  letters  to  the 
court  of  directors,  and  in  his  minutes  of  consultation^ 
and  particularly  in  his  letter  of 

immediately  on  the  accession  of  the  nabob,  he  did  in- 
form the  said  court  *'  that  the  nabob  had  not,  by  all  ac- 
counts, the  qualities  of  the  head  or  heart  which  fitted 
him  for  that  office,  though  there  was  no  dispute  concern- 
ing his  right  to  succeed ;"  and  some  yeais  afterwards, 
when  his  accounts  must  have  been  rendered  more  cer-  * 
tain,  he  did,  in  his  minute  of  consultation,  of  the  15th  of 
December,  1779,  (regularly  transmitted  to  the  court  of 
directors,)  upon  a  discussion  for  withdrawing  certain 
troops  kept  up  in  the  nabob's  country  without  his  con- 
sent, by  him,  the  said*^Varren  Hastings,  strongly  urgea$ 
follows :  "  the  nercssity  of  maintaining  the  influence  and 
force  which  we  possess  in  the  country  ;  that  the  disor- 
ders of  his  state  [the  nabob  of  Oude's  statej  and  dissi« 
patiqn  of  his  revenues  are  the  cfiects  of  his  own  con- 
duct, which  has  failed,  not  so  much  from  the  usual  ef- 
fects of  incapacity^  as  from  the  detestable  choice  he  has 
made  of  the  mieisters  of  his  power,  and  the  participa- 
tion of  his  confidence.  I  forbear  to  expatiate  further  on 
his  character ;  it  is  sufficient  that  I  am  understood  by 
the  members  of  this  board,  who  must  know  the  truth  of 
my  allusions.  Mr.  Francis  [a  member  of  the  board] 
surely  was  not  aware  of  the  injury  he  did  me  [Warren 
Hastings]  by  attributing  to  the  spirit  of  party  the  cha- 
racter I  gave  Asuph  ul  Dowla  [the  nabob  of  Oude]  ha 
himself  knows  it  to  be  true.;  and  it  is  one  of  those  nolo- 
rii'ties  which  supercede  the  necessity  of  any  ^evidence.  I 
was  forced  to  tfie  allusion  I  madty  byilie  imputation  cast 
on  Ihi'i  government,  as  having^  caused  the  evils  nihich 
prevail  in  tlie  govermnent  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  which 
I  could  only  answer  by  ascriUnir  Hum  to  tlieir  true 
rausej  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  nabob  o/OuJc." 
And  the  resident  (appointed  by  the  said  Hastings  against 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors)  as  his  particular 
confidential  representative,  one,  whom  the  said  nabob 
did  himself  request  might  be  continued  with  him,  by  aik 
euiragement  in  writing  for  ever,  did  some  time  before, 
that  is,  on  the  3d  of  January,   1779,  assure  the  said 
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Hastings  and  the  council  general,  ^*  that  such  is  his  exr 
cellency's  [the  nabob  of  Oude's]  disposition,  and  so  en- 
tirely has  he  lost  the  confidence  and  affections  of  his 
subjects,  that,  unless  some  restraint  is  imposed  on  him, 
which  would  effectually  secure  those  who  live  under  the 
protection  of  his  government,  from  violence  and  oppres- 
sion, I  am  but  too  well  convinced  that  no  man  of  repu- 
tation or  property  will  long  continue  in  these  provinces." 
And  that  the  said  resident  proceeds  to  an  instance  of 
oppression  and  rapine,  ^'out  of  many  of  the  nabob's, 
which  has  caused  a  total  disaffection  and  want  of  confi- 
dence among*  his  subjects ;  be  hoped  the  board  would 
take  it  into  their  humane  consideration,  and  interpose 
their  wfluencey  and  prevent  an  act  which  would  inevita- 
bly bring  disgrace  upon  himself,  and  a  proportionable  de- 
gree of  discredit  on  the  national  character  of  the  Eng- 
lish, which  I  consider  to  be  more. or  less  concerned  in 
every  act  of  his  administration." 

LXXXVII. 

That  no  exception  was  ever  taken  by  tlie  said  Warren 
Hastings  to  the  truth  of  the  facts,  or  to  the  justness  of 
the  observation  of  the  said  resident,  which  he  did  trans- 
mit to  the  court  of  directors.  And  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  his  letter  from  Chunar,  dated  the  29th  of 
November,  1781,  speaking  of  the  restraints  which  had 
been  put  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  on  the  nabob,  rela- 
tive to  his  own  mootiana,  or  forces  for  collection  and  po- 
lice, and  the  necessity  of  giving  the  resident  a  control  in 
the  nomination  of  the  officers  of  his  army,  has  asserted 
**  that  the  necessity  of  the  reservation  arose  from  a  too 
well  known  defect  in  the  nabob's  character ;  if  this  check 
be  withdrawn,  and  the  choice  left  absolutely  to  the  na- 
bob, the  first  commands  in  his  army  will  be  filled  with 
the  most  worthless  and  abandoned  of  his  subjects ;  his 
late  commander  in  chief  is  a  signal  and  scandalous  in- 
stance of  this." 

LXXXVIII. 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  to  the 
court  of  directors,  dated  Benares,  the  15th  of  October, 
1784,  even  after  he  had  made  the  aforesaid  renunciation 
of  the  company's  authority  and  influence  to  the  nabobs 
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flid  Write,  *<  that  the  nabob,  though  most  gentle  in  his 
manners,  and  endued  with  an  understanding  much  above 
the  common  level,  has  been  xmfortanaiely  bred  up  in 
habits  that  draw  his  attention  too  much  frohi  his  own 
Affairs,  and.oflten  subject  him  to  the  guidance  of  insidious 
nnd  unworthy  confidants ;"  which,  though  more  decently 
expressed  with  regard  to  the  nabob  than  in  his  former 
minutes,  substantially  agrees  with  them.  And  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  inform  the  court  of  directors,  after 
he  had  solemnly  covenanted  to  withdraw  all  the  compa- 
ny's influence  on  the  assurances  and  promises  of  a  person 
so  by  himself  described,  that  for  reasons  grounded  on  hi9 
knowledge  of  the  imbecility  of  the  character  of  the  naboby 
he  waited  in  a  frontier  town,  ^'  that  he  might  be  at  hand 
to  counteract  any  attempt  to  defeat  the  effect  of  his  pro- 
ceedings at  Lucknow ;''  and  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler 
from  the  same  place,  he  did  write  in  the  following  words : 
'*  I  am  still  near  enough  to  attend  to  the  first  effects  of 
the  execution,  and  to  hiterfere  with  my  influence  for  the 
removal  of  any  obstructions  to  which  they  are  or  may 
be  liable."  He  therefore  found  that  there  was  none,  or 
but  an  insufficient  security  to  the  effect  of  his  treaty^ 
but  in  his  own  direct  personal  vblation  of  it.  What 
otherwise  was  wanting  in  the  security  for  the  nabob's 
engagements,  was  to  be  supplied  as  follows :  *^  the  most 
respectable  i>crsons  of  his  family  will  be  employed  io 
counteract  every  other,  which  may  tend  to  warp  him 
from  it ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  such  assistance  was 
wanting'^*  And  in  another  letter, "  that  he  had  equal 
ground  to  expect  every  degree  of  support,  which  could 
be  gi\'en  it  by  the  first  characters  of  his  family  y  who  are 
warmly  and  zealously  interested  in  it :''  the  principal 
male  character  of  the  family  and  of  the  most  influence  in 
that  family,  being  Salar  Jung,  uncle  to  the  nabob ;  and 
the  first  female  charactersi  of  the  family  being  the  mo- 
ther and  grandmother  of  the  reigning  sovereign;  all  of 
whom,  male  and  female,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings^ 
in  sundry  letters  of  his  own,  in  the  transmission  of  vari- 
ous ofiicial  documents,  and  even  in  affidavits  studiously 
collected,  and  sworn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  during  his 
short  residence  at  Lucknow  and  Benares,  did  himself 
represent  as  persons  entirely  disaflected  to  the  English 
power  in  Indin,  as  having  been  principal  promoters,  if 
not  original  contrivers,  of  a  general  rebellion  and  revolt 
for  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  English  nation ;  and  as 
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goch;  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  compel  the  naboU 
reluctantly  to  take  from  them  their  landed  estates ;  and 
yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  had  the  presumption 
to  attempt  to  impose  6n  the  East  India  company,  by  pre- 
tending to  place  his  reliance  on  those  three  persons  for 
a  settlement  favourable  to  the  company's  interests,  on 
his  renunciation  of  all  their  own  power,  authority,  and 
influence,  and  on  his  leaving  their  army  to  the  sole  and 
illncontroled  disct*etioD  of  a  stranger,    meriting  in   bis 
opinion  the  description  given  by  Him  as  aforesaid,  as  well 
as  by  him  frequently  asserted  to  be  politically  incapable 
of  supporting  his  own  power  without  the  aid  of  the  forces 
rf  the  company.     And  the  offence  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  abandoning  a  considerable  part  of  the  British 
army  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  is  much  increased  by  the 
description  which  he  has  himself  given  of  the  state  of  the 
said  army,  and  particularly  of  that  part  thereof  which  is 
stationed  in  the  nabob  of  Oude's  dominions.    For  he  did 
himself,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1781,  transmit  the 
information  following  on  that  subject  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, namely,   ^'that   the  remote   stations  of  those 
troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the  no- 
tice and  control  of  the  board  [the  council  general]  at 
Calcutta,  afforded  too  much  of  opportunity  and  tempta- 
tion for  unwarrantable  emoluments^  and  excited  the  conta- 
gion of  peculation  and  rapacittf  throughout  the  whole 
army  ;  a  most  remarkable  instance,  and  uncontrovertible 
proof  of  the  prevalence  of  this  spirit,  has  been  seen  in 
tb6  court  martial  upon  Captain  Erskine,  where  the  court, 
compdsed  of  officers  of  rank  and  respectable  characters, 
linanimously  and  honourably,  {most  honourably,)  upon  an 
acknowledged  fact,  acquittecl  him,  which,  in  times  of 
stricter  discipline,  would  have  been  deemed  a  crime  de- 
serving the  severest  punishment."     From  which  repre- 
sentation (if  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  falsely  and 
unjustly  accuse  and  slander  the  company's  service)  it 
appeared,  that  the  peculation  which  infected  the  whole 
army,  derived  from  the  taint  which  it  had  in  Oude,  and 
so  fatal  to  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  would  be  dange- 
rously increased  by  his  treaty  and  agreement  aforesaid 
with  the  nabob,  and  by  his  own  said  evil  counsel  to  the 
court  of  directors. 
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LXXXIX- 

That  it  appears,  after  the  aald  Warrea  Hastings  had, 
on  grounds  so  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation  and  go- 
vernment, agreed  to  remove  for  ever  the  British  influ- 
ence and  interference  from  the  government  of  Oude  on 
account  of  the  disorders  in  the  said  government  solely 
produced  by  his  own  criminal  acts  and  criminal  con- 
nivances, that  he  did  overturn  his  own  settlement 
as  soon  as  be  had  made  it ;  and  did,  after  he  had  abo- 
lished the  company's  residency  as  a  grievance,  wholly 
violate  his  own  solemn  agreement ;  for  he  did,  for  his 
private  purposes,  continue  therein  his  own  private  agent. 
Major  Palmer,  with  a  number  of  officers  and  pensioners, 
at  a  charge  to  the  revenues  of  the  country  greatly  ex- 
ceeding that  of  the  establishment  under  Mr.  Bristow^ 
which  he  did  represent  as  frightfully  enormous,  and 
which  he  pretended  to  remove ;  the  former  amounting  to 
1 12,950/.  the  latter  only  to  64,202/* 

XC. 

That  his  own  secret  agent,  Major  Palmer,  did  receive 
a  salary  or  allowance  equal  to  22,800/*  a  year  out  of  the 
distressed  province  of  Oude  ;  and  this  the  said  Palmer 
did  declare  not  to  be  more  than  he  absolutely  did  really 
and  bond  jide  spend ;  and  that  he  had  retrenched  con- 
siderably '^  in  some  of  the  articles,  since  the  expense  haa 
been  borne  by  the  vizier,  and  in  every  particular  he  made 
as  little  parade  and  appearance  as  his  station  would 
admit,"  his  station  being  that  of  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings' private  agent.  But  if  the  said  large  salary  must 
be  considered  as  merely  equal  to  the  expenses,  large  se- 
cret emoluments  must  be  presumed  to  attend  it,  in  order 
to  make  it  a  place  advantageous  to  the  holder  thereof* 
That  the  said  Palmer  did  apply  to  the  board  at  Calcutta 
for  a  new  autliority  to  continue  the  said  establishments, 
he  conceiving  their  continuance,  ^^  after  the  period  of  the 
gOvei^ioV  generaFs  departure,  depended  upon  the  plea- 
sure of  the  board,  and  not  upon  the  authority  of  the  go- 
vernor t(€neral,  tinder  the  sanction  of  ivhich  tliey  were 
established  or  confirmed*'^ 

VOL.  VI.  [   63   1 
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XCI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  ruin  (he 
resident  Bristow,  and  to  jnstifj  himself  for  his  former 
proceedings  respecting  him,  did  bring  before  the  board 
ft  new  charge  against  him  for  having  paid  a  large  estab- 
lishment of  offices  and  i^ensions  to  the  company^s  Ber-* 
Tants  from  the  revenues  of  Oude ;  and  the  said  Bristow, 
In  making  his  defence  against  the  charge  aforesaid,  did 
plead,  that  he  had  found  all  the  allowances  on  his  list 
•stablished  before  his  last  appointment  to  the  residency ; 
that  they  had  grown  to  that  excess  in  the  interval  be- 
tween his  first  removal  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
and  his  reappointment ;  and  having  adduced  many  rea- 
sons  to  make  it  highly  probable  that  the  said  Hastings 
was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  it,  and  did  approve 
of  the  expensive  establishments,  which  he  the  said  Bris- 
tow simply  had  paid,  but  not  imposed,  he  did  allege,  be- 
sides the  official  assurances  of  his  predecessor  Middletoc^ 
certain  facts  as  amounting  to  a  direct  proof  that  the  go- 
vernor general,  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  averse  to  the 
vizier's  granting  large  salaries  to  more  than  one  Europeaa 
gentleman ;  and  the  first  instance  was  to  Mr.  Thomas,  a 
surgeon,  who,  exclusive  of  his  pay  from  the  company^, 
which  was  1,440/.  a  year,  claimed  from  the  vizier,  with 
Mr.  Hastings'  knowledge,  the  sum  of  9,7631.  a  year,  and 
upwards,  making  together  1 1,203/.  per  annum.  The  next 
was  Mr.  Trevor  Wheler,  who  did  receive  upon  the  same 
establbhment,  when  he  was  fourth  assistant  at  Oude, 
6,000/.  a  year ;  and  which  last  fact  the  said  Hastings  hat 
admitted  upon  record,  *Uhat  the  accusations  of  Mr. 
Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper  did  oblige  and  compel  him  te 
acknowledge,'^  denying  at  the  same  time  that  the  allow- 
ances of  the  residents  Middleton  and  Bristow,  except  in 
this  single  instance,  were  ever  authorized  by  him: 
whereas  his  own  agent  Palmer  did,  in  his  letter  of  the 
27th  of  March,  17ii5,  represent  that  the  said  salaries  and 
allowances  (if  not  more  and  larger)  were  by  him  autho- 
rized or  confirmed.  • 

xcn. 

That  the  aforesaid  Bristow  did  also  produce  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  in  proof  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew  and  appro- 
ved of  large  salaf iea  to  British  subjects  upou  the  reveauea 


AOAINST  WARREN  HASTINGS.  499 

of  Oude,  and  which  he  did  declare  that  nothing  but  the 
necessity  of  self  defence  could  have  induced  him  to  pro- 
duce. « 

"  Dear  Bristow, 
''  Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  some  Geld  allowances  to  receive 
from  the  vizier;  they  amount  to  sicca  rupees  15,564.  per 
Boontb,  and  he  has  been  paid  up  by  the  vizier  to  the  20th 
of  August,  1782.  The  governor  has  directed  me  to 
write  to  you,  to  request  you  to  receive  what  is  due  from 
the  vizier  from  the  20th  August  last,  at  the  rate  of  Luck- 
now  sicca  rupees  15,554.  per  month,  and  send  me  a  bill 
for  the  anrK>unt,  the  receipt  of  which  I  will  acknowledge 
in  the  capacity  of  Sir  £yre  Coote's  attorney ;  and  the 
governor  desires  that  you  will  continue  to  receive  Sir 
Eyre  Coote's  field  allowances  at  the  same  rate,  and  remit 
tiie  money  to  me  as  it  eomes  in. 

(Signed)  «  Cliarles  Crofl$:' 

".Calcutta,  January  25, 1783." 

XCIII. 

That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforesaid  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
said  Geld  allowances,  not  serving  in  the  country  of  Oude, 
on  which  the  said  allowances  were  charged,  but  in  the 
Cstruatic. 

XCIV. 

That  from  the  declaration  of  the  said  Hastings  him- 
self, that  it  was  the  conviction  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  Mr. 
Cowper,  that  could  alone  oblige  and  compel  him  to  ac- 
knoivledfre  certain  of  his  aforesaid  practices,  and  that  no- 
tiling  but  the  necessity  of  self  defence  could  have  induced 
Mr.  Bristow  to  make  public  another,  and  much  stronger, 
instance  of  the  same,  it  is  to  be  violently  presumed,  that 
where  these  two,  or  either,  or  both,  necessities  did  not 
exist,  many  evil  and  oppressive  practices  of  the  said 
Hastings  do  remain  undiscovered.  That  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  contests  betwreen  him  the  said  Hastings  and 
the  resident  Bristow,  not  only  the  before  mentioned  par- 
ticulars, but  the  wliole  of  the  expensive  civil  establish- 
ments for  English  servants  at  Oude,  would  have  been  for 
ever  concealed  from  the  directors,  and  from  parliament ; 
and  yet  the  said  ^aitings  has  had  the  audacity  to  pre^ 
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tend  BO  complete  an  ignorance  of  the  facts,  that  repre- 
senting the  vizier  as  objecting  to  the  largeness  of  the 
1  payments  made  bj  Bristow,  and  stating  a  very  reduced 
ist,  which  he  was  willing  to  allow  (or,  amounting  to 
90,000{.  a  year,  the  said  Hastings  did  affect  to  be  alarmed 
at  the  magnitude  even  of  the  list  so  curtailed,  expressing 
liimself  as  follows,  in  his  minute  of  the  7  th  of  December, 
1784:  ''for  my  own  part,  when  the  vizier's  minister  first 
informed  me  that  the  amount  which  his  master  had  au- 
thorized, and  was  willing  to  admit,  for  the  charges  of  the 
residency,  and  the  allowances  of  the  gentlemen  at  Luck- 
now,  was  25,000  rupees  per  month,  I  own  I  wa£i  startled 
at  the  magnitude  of  the  sum,  and  was  some  days  hesita- 
ting in  my  mind  whether  I  could  with  propriety  admit  of 
it."  Whereas  he  well  knew  that  the  three  sums  alone, 
of  which  the  necessities  aforesaid  had  compelled  the  dis- 
covery, did  greatly  exceed  that  sum,  of  which,  at  the 
first  hearing,  he  affects  to  have  been  so  exceedingly 
alarmed,  and  thrown  into  a  state  of  hesitation,  which 
continued  for  some  days ;  and  although  he  the  said  Has- 
tings was  conscious  that  he  had  at  the  very  time  authori- 
zed an  establishment  to  more  than  four  tjmes  the  amount 
thereof. 

xcv. 

That  in  the  said  deceits,  prevarications^  contradictions, 
inalicious  accusations,  fraudulent  concealments^  and  com- 
pelled discoveries,  as  well  as  in  the  said  secret,  corrupt, 
and  prodigal  disposition  of  the  revenues  of  Oude,  as  well 
as  in  his  breach  of  faith  to  the  nabob  in  continuing  ex- 
pensive establishments  under  a  private  agent  of  his  own, 
$fter  he  had  agreed  to  remove  the  company's  agent,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high  p£fence  and  nous- 
demeanour* 
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XVn.  MAHOMED  REZA  KHAN. 


I. 

That  it  was  the  declared  policy  of  the  companj,  on 
the  acquisition  of  the  duannee  of  Bengal,  to  continue  the 
country  government  under  the  inspection  of  the  resident 
at  the  nabob's  durbar  in  the  Grst  instance,  and  that  of  the 
president  and  council  in  the  last  {  and  for  that  purpose 
they  did  stipulate  to  assign,  for  the  support  of  the  dignity 
of  the  nabob,  an  annual  allowance  from  the  revenues, 
equal  to  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

11- 

That,  during  the  country  government,  the  principal 
active  person  in  the  administration  of  aflfairs,  for  rank, 
and  for  reputation  of  probity,  and  of  knowledge  in  the 
revenues  and  the  laws,  was  Maliomed  Reza  Khan,  who, 
beside  large  landed  property,  was  possessed  of  offices^ 
whose  emoluments  amounted  nearly,  if  not  altogether,  tq 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

m. 

That  the  company's  servants,  in  the  beginning,  were 
not  conversant  in  the  affairs  of  the  revenue,  and  stood  ia 
need  of  natives  of  integrity  and  experience  to  act  in  the 
management  thereof.  On  that  ground,  as  well  as  in  re- 
gard to  the  rank  which  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  held  in  the 
country,  and  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  him,  they, 
the  president  and  council,  did  inform  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, in  their  letter  of  the  30th  of  September,  1765,  that 
'^  as  Mahomed  Reza  Khan's  short  administration  was  irre- 
proachable, they  determined  to  continue  him  in  a  share  of 
the  authority ;"  and  this  information  was  not  given  light- 
ly, but  was  founded  upon  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  and  a 
minute  examination  of  charges  made  against  him  by  hia 
rivals  in  the  nabob's  court ;  they  having  insinuated  to  th^ 
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nabob,  that  a  design  was  formed  for  deposing  him,  and 
placing  Mahomed  Reza  on  his  throne ;  but,  on  examina- 
tion, the  president  and  council  declare,  that  <^  he  had  so 
openly  and  candidly  accounted  for  every  rupee  d  is- 
imrsed  from  the  treasury,  that  they  could  not,  with- 
out injury  to  his  character,  and  injustice  to  his  coo- 
duct,  during  his  short  administration,  refuse  continuing 
him  in  a  share  of  the  governnient." 

V. 

That  the  company  had  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
arrangement  made,  so  far  as  it  regarded  him  \  the  presi- 
dent and  council  having  informed  them  in  the  following 
year,  in  their  letter  of  the  9th  of  December,  1766,  that 
'^the  large  increase  of  the  revenue  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  ascribed  to  Mr.  Sykes's  assiduity,  and  to 
Mahomed  Resa  Khan^s  profound  knowledge  in  the  fir 


nances.^* 


VI. 


That  the  then  president  and  council,  finding  it  neces- 
sary to  make  several  reforms  in  the  administration,  were 
principally  aided  in  the  same  by  the  suggestion,  advice 
and  assistance  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan;  and 
in  their  letter  to  the  court  of  directors  of  the  24th  of 
June,  1767,  they  state  their  resolution  of  reducing  the 
emoluments  of  office,  which  before  had  arisen  from  a  va- 
riety of  presents,  and  other  perquisites,  to  fixed  allow^ 
ances;  and  they  state  the  merits  of  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan  therein,  as  well  as  the  importance,  dignity,  and  re- 
sponsibility of  his  station,  in  the  following  manner: 

"  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  has  now,  of  himself ,  with  great 
delicacy  of  honour^  represented  to  us  the  evil  conse- 
quences that  must  ensue  from  the  continuance  of  this 
practice  ;  since,  by  sufiering  the  principal  officers  of  the 
government  to  depend  for  the  support  of  their  dignity 
on  the  precarious  fund  of  perquisites,  they,  in  a  manner, 
oblige  them  to  pursue  oppressive  and  corrupt  measures, 
equally  injurious  to  the  country  and  the  company ;  and 
they  accordingly  assigned  twelve  lack  of  "^rupees  for  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan,  and  two  other  principal  persons,  who  held  in  their 
li^nds  the  most  important  employments  of  that  govern- 
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ment ;  having  regard  to  their  elevated  stations,  and  to  the 
expediency  of  supporting  them  in  all  the  show  and  pa- 
rade requisite  to  keep  up  the  authority  and  influence  of 
their  respective  offices,  aa  they  are  all  men  of  weight 
and  consideration  in  the  country,  who  held  places  of 
great  trust  and  profit  under  the  former  government.  We 
ftirther  propose  by  this  act  of  generosity  to  engage  their 
cordial  services,  and  confirm  them  steady  in  our  inter- 
ests, since  they  cannot  hope  from  the  most  successful 
ambition  to  rise  to  greater  advantages  by  any  chance  or 
revolution  of  affairs.  At  the  same  time  it  was  reasona^ 
ble  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan's 
past  services ;  he  has  pursued  the  company's  interest 
with  steadines  and  diligence ;  his  abilities  qualify  him  to 
perform  the  most  important  services.  The  unavoidable 
charges  of  his  particular  situation  are  great ;  in  dignity 
he  stands  second  to  the  nabob  only ;  and  as  he  engages 
to  increase  the  revenues,  without  injustice  or  oppression, 
to  more  than  tlie  amount  of  his  salary,  and  to  relinqnish 
those  advanlageSj  to  the  amount  of  eight  lacks  of  rU" 
pees  per  annumy  which  he  heretofore  enjoyed,  we  thought 
it  proper,  in  the  distribution  of  salaries,  to  consider  Ma- 
nomed  Reza  Khan  in  a  light  superior  to  tlie  other  minis^ 
ters.  We  have  only  to  observe  further,  that  great  and 
enormous  as  the  sum  must  appear  which  we  have  allotted 
for  the  support  of  the  ministers  of  the  government,  we 
will  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  that  it  is  necessary  and 
reasonable,  and  will  appear  so  on  the  consideration  of  the 
power,  wiiich  men  employed  on  these  important  services 
have,  either  to  obstruct  or  promote  the  public  good,  un- 
less their  integrity  be  confirmed  by  the  ties  of  gratitude 
Mid  interest." 

VII. 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  continued,  with 
the  same  diligence,  spirit,  and  fidelity,  to  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  which  comprehended  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  weight  of  government,  and  particularly  oi* 
the  collections ;  and  his  attachment  to  the  interest  of 
the  company,  and  his  extensive  knowledge,  were  again, 
in  the  course  of  the  year  1767,  fully  acknowledged^  and 
stated  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  it  further  appears 
that,  by  an  incessant  application  to  business,  his  health 
was  considerably  impaired^  which  gave  occasion,  in  the 
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jear  followingy  that  is,  in  February,  1768,  to  a  fr^h  ac' 
knowiedgment  of  his  services,  in  these  terms :  **  we  must 
in  justice  to  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  express  the  high 
•ense  we  entertain  of  his  abilities,  and  of  the  indefatiga- 
ble attention  he  has  shown  in  the  execution  of  the  im* 
portant  trust  reposed  in  him ;  and  we  cannot  but  lament 
the  prospect  of  losing  his  services  from  the  present  de- 
l^lining  state  of  his  health." 

VUI- 

That  as,  in  the  increase  of  the  reveilue,  the  said  Ma* 
homed  Reza  Khan  was  employed  as  a  person  likely  to 
improve  the  same  without  detriment  to  the  people,  so, 
When  the  state  of  any  province  seemed  to  require  a  re- 
Inission,  he  was  employed  as  a  person  disposed  to  the  re* 
lief  of  the  people  without  fraud  to  the  revenue ;  and 
this  was  expressed  by  the  president  and  council  as  fol- 
lows, with  relation  to  the  remissions  granted  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Bahar :  '*  that  the  general  knowledge  of  Mahom- 
ed Reza  Khan,  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  Duannee  re- 
Venues,  induced  us  to  consent  to  such  deductions  being 
made,  from  the  general  state  of  that  province  at  the  last 
poonah,  as  may  be  deemed  irrecoverable,  or  such  as  may 
procure  an  immediate  relief  and  encouragement  to  the 
ryots  in  the  future  cultivation  of  theu:  lands." 

IX. 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  in  the  execution 
of  the  said  great^and  important  trusts  and' powers,  was  not 
so  much  as  suspected  of  an  ambitious  or  encroaching  spirit, 
Vrhich  might  make  him  dangerous  to  the  company's,  then 
recent,  authority,  or  which  might  render  his  precedence 
injurious  to  the  consideration  due  to  his  colleagues  in  of- 
fice ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  a  plan  having 
been  adopted  for  dividing  the  administration,  in  order  to 
remove  the  nabob's  jealousies,  the  same  was  in  danger  of 
being  subverted  by  the  ambition  *'  of  two  of  his  colleagues, 
and  the  excessive  moderation  of  Mahomed  Reza  KtutnJ* 
And  for  a  remedy  of  the  inconveniences  which  might 
krise  from  the  excess  of  an  accommodating  temper, 
though  attended  with  irreproachable  integrity,  the  pre- 
liident  and  council  did  send  one  of  their  own  members  as 
their  deputy  to  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  at  his  capital  of 
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Muxadavad ;  and  this  measure  appears  to  have  been 
adopted  for  the  support  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  inquiry  made,  and  advice  given  by  Lord 
Clive,  in  his  letter  of  the  3d  of  July,  1765  ;  in  which 
letter  he  expresses  himself  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan  as  follows :  ^*  it  is  with  pleasure  I  can  acquaint 
you,  that  the  more  I  see  of  Mahomed  Resa  Khan^  the 
stronger  is  my  conviction  of  his  honour  and  modera- 
tion ;  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  help  observing 
that  either  from  timidity  or  an  erroneous  principle,  he  is 
too  ready  to  submit  to  encroachments  upon  that  propor- 
tion of  {)owcr  that  has  been  allotted  him." 

X. 

That  the  nabob  JafBer  Ali  Khan  dying  in  February, 
1765,  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  was  appointed  guardian  to 
his  children,  and  administrator  of  his  office,  or  regent, 
which  appointment  the  court  of  directors  did  approve. 
But  the  party  opposite  to  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  having 
continued  to  cabal  against  him,  sundry  accusations  were 
framed,  relative  to  oppression  at  the  time  of  the  famine, 
and  for  a  balance  due  during  his  employment  of  collector 
of  the  revenues ;  upon  which  the  directors  did  order  him 
to  be  deprived  of  his  office,  and  a  strict  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  his  conduct. 

XI. 

That  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings,  then  lately  appointed 
to  the  presidency,  did,  on  the  1st  of  April,  and  on  the 
21th  of  September,  1772,  write  letters  to  the  court  of 
directors,  informing  them,  that  on  the  very  next  day 
after  he  had  received  (as  he  asserts)  their  private  orders, 
*^  addressed  to  himself  alone,"  and  not  to  the  board,  he 
did  despatch,  by  express  messengers,  his  orders  to  Mr. 
Middleton,  the  resident  at  the  nabob's  court  at  Muxada- 
vad in  a  public  character  and  trust  with  the  nabob,  to 
arrest  in  his  capital,  and  at  his  court,  and  without  any 
previous  notice  given  of  any  charge,  his  principal  minis- 
ter, the  aforesaid  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  and  to  bring 
})im  down  to  Calcutta ;  and  he  did  carefully  conceal  his 
said  proceedings  from  the  knowledge  of  the  board,  oa 
pretext  of  bis  not  being  acquainted  with  their  disposi- 

VOL.  VI.  f  64  1 


50&  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

tionsy  and  the  influence,  which  he  thought  that  the  saki 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan  had  aaiongst  them. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  he  gave 
his  orders  as  aforesaid  for  arresting  the  said  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan,  did  not  take  any  measures  to  compel  the 
appearance  of  any  other  persons  as  witnesses*  declaring 
it  as  his  opinion,  ^^  that  there  would  be  little  need  of  vio- 
lence to  obtain  such  intelligence,  as  they  could  give, 
against  their  former  master,  when  his  authority  is  taken 
from  him ;"  but  he  did  afterwards,  in  excuse  for 
the  long  detention  and  imprisonment  of  the  said  Ma- 
homed Reza  Khan,  without  any  proofs  having  been  ob- 
tained of  bis  guilt,  or  measures  taken  to  bring  him  to 
a  trial,  assure  the  directors,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
his  former  declaration, ''  that  the  influence  of  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan  still  prevailed  generally  throughout  the 
country,  in  the  nabob's  household,  and  at  the  capital, 
and  was  scarcely  affected  by  his  present  disgrace," — 
notwithstanding,  as  he,  the  said  Hastings,  doth  confess, 
he  had  used  his  utmost  endeavours  <^  to  break  that  in- 
fluence, by  removing  his  dependants,  and  putting  the  di- 
rection of  all  the  affairs,  that  had  been  committed  to  his 
eare,  into  the  hands  of  the  most  powerful  or  active  ofhiA 
enemies  ;  that  he  depended  on  the  activity  of  their  hatred 
to  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  incited  by  the  expectation  of 
rewards,  for  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  latter ;  that 
with  this  the  institution  of  the  new  duonnee  coincided, 
and  that  the  same  principle  had  guided  him  in  the  choice 
of  Munny  Begum  and  Rajah  Gourdass,  the  former  for  the 
chief  administration,  the  latter  [the  son  of  Nundcomar, 
and  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  his  father]  for  the 
doannee  of  tlie  nabob's  household,  both  the  declared  ene- 
mies of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan." 

XUI. 

That  although  it  might  be  true  that  enemies  will  be- 
come the  most  active  prosecutors,  and  as  such  may, 
though  under  much  guard  and  many  precautions,  be  used 
even  as  witnesses ;  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  an  ex- 
ception, supposing  tlieir  character  and  capacity  other- 
wise good,  to  the  appointing  them  to  power ;  yet  to  ad- 
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vance  persons  to  power,  on  the  ground  not  of  their  ho^ 
uour  and  integrity,  which  might  have  produced  the  en- 
mity of  bad  men,  but  merely  for  the  enmity  itself^ 
without  any  reference  whatsoever  to  a  laudable  cause, 
and  even  with  a  declared  ill  opinion  of  the  morals 
of  one  of  the  party,  such  as  was  actually  delivered 
in  the  said  letter  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  of  Nundcomar 
(and  which,  time  has  shown,  he  might  also  on  good 
ground  have  conceived  of  others)  was,  in  the  circum- 
stances of  a  criminal  inquiry,  a  motive  highly  disgraceful 
to  the  honour  of  government,  and  destructive  of  impar- 
tial justice,  by  holding  out  the  greatest  of  all  possible 
temptation  to  false  accusation,  to  corrupt  and  factious 
conspiracies,  to  perjury,  and  to  every  species  of  injustice 
and  oppression. 

XIV. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  motives,  and 
others  pretended,  which  were  by  no  means  a  sufficient 
justification  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  did  appoint 
the  woman  aforesaid,  called  Munny  Begum,  who  had 
been  of  the  lowest  and  most  discreditable  order  in  so- 
ciety, according  to  the  ideas  prevalent  in  India,  but  from 
whom  he  received  several  sums  of  money,  to  be  guardian 
to  the  nabob  in  preference  to  his  own  mother,  and  to  ad- 
minister  the  affairs  of  the  government  in  the  place  of  th« 
said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  the  second  mussalman  in  rank 
after  the  nabob,  and  the  first  in  knowledge,  gravity, 
weight,  and  character,  among  the  mussulmen  of  that 
province.  And  in  order  to  try  every  method,  and  to 
take  every  chance  for  his  destruction,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  maliciously  and  oppressively  keep  him  under 
confinement,  for  a  part  of  the  time  without  any  inquiry, 
and  afterwards,  with  a  slow  and  dilatory  trial,  for  two 
years  together. 

XV. 

That  notwithstanding  a  total  revolution  in  the  power, 
in  part  avowedly  made  for  his  destruction,  the  persons 
appointed  for  his  trial  did,  on  full  inquiry,  completely 
acquit  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  of  the  criminal 
charges  against  him,  on  account  of  which  he  had  been  so 
long  persecuted  and  confined,  and  suffered  much  io 
mindi  body,  and  fortune )  and  the  court  of  directors,  Hk 
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^eir  letter  of  the  3d  of  March,  1775,  testify  their  satis- 
fiiction  in  the  conduct  and  result  of  the  said  inquiry,  and 
did  direct  the  restoration  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan  to  liberty,  and  to  the  offices  which  he  had  lately 
held,  which  comprehended  the  management  of  the  nabob's 
household,  and  the  general  superintendency  of  the  justice 
of  Bengal ;  but  according  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directois,  his  appointments  were  reduced  to  thirty 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  or  thereabouts,  of  which  he  did 
make  grievous  complaint  on  account  of  the  expenses  at- 
tendant on  his  station,  and  the  heavy  debts  which  he 
bad  been  obliged  to  contract  during  his  unjust  persecution 
and  imprisonment  aforesaid. 

XVL 

That  on  the  removal  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan 
&om  the  superintendency  of  the  criminal  justice,  and  in 
consequence  of  letting  the  province  of  Bengal  in  by  the 
9aid  Warren  Hastings,  several  dangerous  and  mischievous 
innovation^  were  made  by  him  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings, and  the  criminajl  justice  of  the  country  was  almost 
isrholly  subverted,  and  great  irregularities  and  disorders 
did  actually  ensue. 

XVIL 

That  the  council  general,  established  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment in  the  year  1773,  did  restore  the  said  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  na- 
bob (but  under  a  protest  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings) 
to  his  liberty,  and  to  his  offices,  according  to  the  spirit 
of  the  orders  given  by  the  court  of  directors  as  afore- 
said ;  and  the  court  of  directors  did  approve  of  the  said 
appointment,  and  did  assure  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan  of  their  favour  and  protection  as  long  as  his  con- 
duct should  merit  the  same,  in  the  following  terms :  ^<  as 
the  abilities  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  have  been  suffi- 
ciently manifested ;  as  official  experience  qualifies  him 
for  so  high  a  station  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  any 
other  native  with  whom  the  company  has  been  connect- 
ed ;  and  as  no  proofs  of  maleadministration  have  been 
established  against  him,  either  during  the  strict  investi- 
giation  of  his  conduct,  or  since  his  retirement ;  we  can- 
Qpty  under  all  circumstancegi  but  approve  your  recoup 
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BiendatiOii  of  him  to  the  nabob,  to  constitute  him  hiB 
naib.  We  are  well  pleased  that  he  has  received  that 
appointment,  and  authorize  you  to  assure  him  of  our  fa- 
vour, so  long  as  a  Grm  attachment  to  the  interest  of  the 
company,  and  a  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
station,  shall  render  him  worthy  of  our  protection.*' 
And  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  did  continue  to  exe- 
cute the  same,  without  any  complaint  whatsoever  of  mal-. 
versation  or  negligence,  in  any  manner%r  degree,  in  his 
said  office. 

XMII. 

That  in  March,  1778,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  un- 
der colour  that  the  nabob  had  completed  his  twentieth 
year,  and  had  desired  to  be  placed  in  the  entire  and  un- 
controlled management  of  his  own  aiiairs,  and  that  Ma- 
liomed  Reza  Khan  should  be  removed  from  his  office^ 
and  that  Munny  Begum  his  stepmother,  the  dancing  girl 
aforesaid,  ^'should  take  on  herself  the  management  of 
the  nizamut  [the  government  and  general  superin tenden- 
cy of  criminal  justice]  without  the  interference  of  any 
person  whatsoever;"  and,  notwithstanding  the  contra- 
ilictions  in  the  pretended  applications  from  the  nabob, 
with  whose  incapacity  for  all  affairs  he  was  well  ac* 
quainted,  did,  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  without  regard  to  the  infamy  of  an  ar- 
rangement, made  for  the  evident  and  declared  purpose 
of  delivering  not  only  the  family  with  the  prince,  but  the 
government  and  justice  of  a  great  kingdom,  into  such  in- 
sufficient, corrupt,  and  scandalous  hands ;  and  though  he 
has  declared  his  opinion,  '*  that  our  national  character  is 
concerned  in  the  character  which  the  nabob  may  obtaia 
in  the  public  opinion,"  on  obtaining  a  majority  in  coun- 
cil, without  any  complaint,  real  or  pretended,  remove 
the  said  Mahomed  Reza  from  all  his  offices,  and  did  par- 
tition his  salary  as  a  spoil  in  the  following  manner: — tc^ 
Munny  Begum,  the  dancing  girl  aforesaid,  an  additional 
allowance  of  seventy-two  thousand  rupees  [7,200/.]  a 
year;   to  the  nabob's  own  mother,  but  half  that  sum, 
that  is  to  say,  36,000  rupees  [3,600/.]  a  year ;  to  Ra- 
jali  Gourdas,  son  of  Nundcomar  (whom  he  had  described 
as  a  weak  young  man)  72,000  ni{>ees  [7,200/.]  a  year,  aa 
comptroller  of  the  household ;  and  to  a  magistrate  called 
Sudder  nl  Hock|  who>  in  real  sobnerTieocy  to  the  said. 
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MunDy  Begum,  was  nominally  to  act  in  the  department 
of  criminal  justice,  78,000  rupees  [7,800t.]  a  year;  the 
total  of  which  allowances  exceeding  the  salary  of  M»- 
bomed  Reza  Khan  by  18,000  rupees  [1,800L]  yearly, 
he  did,  for  the  corrupt  and  scandalous  purposes  afore- 
said, order  the  same  to  be  made  up  from  the  corapany's 
treasury. 

XIX. 

That  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler  having  moredi 
that  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  arrangement,  the 
whole  expense  of  which,  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
was  charged  upon  the  company's  treasury,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  even  colourably  disposed  of  at  the  pretend- 
ed will  of  the  said  nabob,  might  be  suspended  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  court  of  directors  thereon  should  be 
I  known ;  and  the  same  being  resolved  agreeably  to  law 

by  a  majority  of  the  council  then  present,  the  said  Has^ 
tings  urging  on  violently  the  immediate  execution  of  his 
corrupt  project,  and  having  obtained,  by  the  return  of 
Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  a  majority  in  council  in  his 
own  casting  vote,  did  rescind  the  aforesaid  resolution, 
and  did  carry  into  inmiediate  execution  the  aforesaid  most 
unwarrantable,  mischievous,  and  scandabus  design. 

XX. 

That  the  consequences,  which  might  be  expected 
from  such  a  plan  of  administration,  did  almost  instantly 
flow  from  it*  For  the  person  appointed  to  execute  one 
of  the  ofBces,  which  had  been  filled  by  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan,  did  soon  find  that  the  eunuchs  of  Munny  Begum 
began  to  employ  their  power  with  superiority  and  inso- 
lence in  all  the  concerns  of  government,  and  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  and  did  endeavour  to  dispose  of 
the  oiSees  relative  to  the  same  for  their  corrupt  purpo- 
ses, and  to  rob  the  nabob's  servants  of  their  due  allow- 
ances; and  in  his  letter  of  the  Ist  September,  1778,  he 
sent  a  complaint  to  the  board,  stating  "  that  certain  bad 
men  had  gained  an  ascendency  over  the  nabob's  temper, 
by  whose  instigation  he  acts."  And  after  complaining 
of  the  slights  he  received  from  the  nabob,  be  adds, 
'*  thus  they  cause  the  nabob  to  treat  me,  sometimes  with 
fodigiiity,  at  others  with  kindoess,  just  as  they  think  pnh 
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per  to  advise  him ;  their  view  is,  that  by  compelling  mc 
to  displeasure  at  most  unworthy  treatment,  they  may 
force  me  either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join  with 
them,  and  act  by  their  advice,  and  appoint  creatures  of 
their  recommendation  to  the  diOerent  offices,  from  which 
they  might  draw  profit  to  themselves." 

XXI. 

That,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  governor,  the  saiil 
superintendent  of  justice  did  inform  him,  the  said  War-  " 
ren  Hastings,  of  the  audacious  and  corrupt  manner  in 
which,  by  violence,  fraud,  and  forgery,  the  eunuchs  of 
Munny  Begum  had  abused  the  nabob's  name,  to  deprive 
the  judicial  and  executory  officers  of  justice  of  the  sala- 
ries, which  they  ought  to  have  drawn  from  the  compa- 
ny's treasury,  in  the  following  words  : — "  The  begum's 
ministers,  before  my  arrival,  with  the  advice  of  their 
counsellors,  caused  the  nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  received,  at  two  different  times, 
Dear  50,000  rupees  [5,000/.]  in  the  name  of  the  officers 
of  the  adawlut,  fousdary,  &c.  from  the  company's  cir^ 
cars;  and  having  drawn  up  an  account  current  in  the 
manner  Uiey  wistied,  they  had  got  the  nabob  to  sign  it^ 
and  sent  it  to  me."  And  in  the  same  letter  he  asserts, 
'^  that  these  {>eop1e  had  the  nabob  entirely  in  their 
power." 

XXII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  upon  this  reprt?senta- 
tion,  did,  notwithstanding  his  late  pretended  opinion  of 
the  fitness  and  the  right  of  the  nabob  to  the  sole  admi- 
nistration of  his  own  afiairs,  authoritatively  forbid  him 
from  any  interference  therein,  and  ordered  that  the 
whole  should  be  left  to  the  magistrate  aforesaid;  to 
which  the  nabob  did,  notwithstanding  his  pretended  in- 
dependence, yield  an  immediHte  and  unreserved  submis^ 
fiion ;  for  the  said  Hastings'  order  being  given  on  the  first 
of  September  at  Calcutta,  he  received  an  ansrver  frouar 
Muxadavad  on  the  third,  in  the  following  terms: 
"  Agreeably  to  your  pleasure  1  have  relinquished  all  con- 
cern with  the  affairs  of  the  fousdary  and  adawhit,  leav- 
ing the  entire  management  in  Judder  ul  Hock's  hands." 
Which  Slid  €ircum8taDce>  ai  well  as  many  othen,  abtt»- 
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dantly  proTes  that  all  the  nabob's  actions  were,  ia  tnith 
and  fact,  entirelj  governed  by  the  influence  of  the  said 
Hastings ;  and  that  however  the  said  Hastings  maj  have 
publicly  discouraged  the  corrupt  transactions  of  the  said 
court,  yet  he  did  secretly  uphold  the  authority  and  in- 
fluence of  Munny  Begum,  who  did  entirely  direct,  with 
his  knowledge  and  countenance,  all  the  proceedings  there- 
in.    For, 

xxni. 

That,  on  the  13lh  of  the  same  month  of  September, 
he  did  receive  a  further  complaint  of  the  corrupt  and 
fraudulent  practices  of  the  chief  eunuch  of  the  said  Mun- 
ny Begum  ;  and  these  corrupt  practices  did  so  continue 
and  increase,  that,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1778,  he  was 
obliged  to  confess,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  pernicious 
consequences  of  his  before-created  unwarrantable  and  il- 
legal arrangements ;  for,  in  a  letter  of  that  date  to  the 
nabob,  he  expresses  himself  as  follows:  "  At  your  excel- 
lency's request,  I  sent  Sudder  ul  Hock  Khan  to  take 
on  him  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  adawlut 
and  fouzdary,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  only  to  have 
given  satisfaction  to  your  excellency,  but  that,  through 
his  abilities  and  experience,  these  affairs  would  have  been 
conducted  in  such  manner,  as  to  have  secured  the  peace 
of  the  country,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people ;  and  it 
is  with  the  greatest  concern  I  learn,  that  this  measure  is 
so  far  from  being  attended  with  the  expected  advantages, 
that  the  affairs  both  of  the  fouzdary  and  adawlut  are  in 
the  greatest  confusion  imaginable^  and  daily  robberies  and 
tnurders  are  perpetrated  throughout  the  country.  This 
is  evidently  owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  authority  in 
the  person  appointed  to  superintend  them.  I  therefore 
addressed  your  excellency  on  the  importance  and  deli- 
cacy of  the  affairs  in  question,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
lodging  full  power  in  the  hands  of  the  person  chosen  to 
administer  them  ;  in  reply  to  which  your  excellency  ex- 
pressed sentiments  coincident  with  mine :  notwithstand- 
ing which,  your  dependants  and  people,  actuated  by  selfish 
and  avaricious  views ^  have  by  their  interference  so  impe- 
ded the  busijiess^  as  to  throw  the  whole  connir^  into  a 
stale  of  confusion ;  from  which  nothing  can  retrieve  it 
but  an  unlimited  power^  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  su^- 
periniendent*    I  therefore  request  that  your  excellency 
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will  give  tlie  strictest  injunctioos  fo  all  your  dependants, 
not  to  interfere  in  anj  manner  with  any  matter  relatiTe 
to  the  afTaira  of  the  adawlut  and  fouzdary ;  and  that  you 
will  yourself  relinquish  all  interference  therein,  and  leave 
them  entirely  to  the  management  of  Sudder  ul  Hock 
Khan :  this  is  absolutely  necessary  to  restore  the  coun- 
try to  a  state  of  tranquillity."  And  he  concluded  by 
again  recommending  the  nabob  to  withdraw  ail  interfe- 
rence with  the  administrator  aforesaid ;  ''  otherwise  a 
measure  which  I  adopted  at  your  excellency's  request, 
and  with  a  view  to  your  satisfaction,  and  the  benefit  of 
the  country,  will  be  attended  with  quite  contrary  effects, 
wnd  bring  discredit  on  me." 

XXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  tlie  letter  aforesaid,  ia 
which  he  so  strongly  condemns  the  acts,  and  so  clearly 
marks  out  the  mischievous  effects  of  the  corrupt  in* 
fluencc,  under  which  alone,  the  nabob  acted,  and 
under  which  alone,  fr#m  his  known  incapacity,  and  his 
dependence  on  the  person  supported  by  the  said  Has- 
tings, he  could  act,  did  propose  to  put  all  the  ofBcei 
of  justice  (which  on  anotfier  occasion  he  had  requested 
him  to  permii  to  remain  in  the  hands  which  then  held 
them)  into  his  own  disposal ;  telling  him,  or  rather  the 
woman  and  eunuch,  who  governed  him,  <^  that  if  his  ex-* 
cellency  has  any  plan  for  the  management  of  the  afiaini 
in  future,  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  and  every 
attention  shall  be  paid  to  give  your  excellency  satisfac* 
tion."  By  which  means  not  only  particular  parts,  as 
before,  but  the  whole  system  of  justice  was  to  be  afloat, 
and  to  be  subject  to  the  purposes  of  the  aforesaid  corrupt 
cabal  of  women  and  eunuchs. 

XXV. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  on  receiving  an  account 
of  the  above  arrangements,  and  being  well  apprized  of  the 
spirit,  intention,  aud  probable  effect  of  the  same,  did,  ia 
a  clear,  firm,  and  decisive  manner,  express  their  condem- 
nation of  the  measure,  and  their  rejection  and  reproba- 
tion of  all  the  pretended  grounds  and  reasons  on  which 
the  same  was  supported ;  marking  distinctly  his  prevari- 
cation  and  contradictions  b  the  same,  and  pomtiog  to 

▼Oi  IT.  [  ^*  ] 
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faiiu  their  full  conviction  of  the  unworthy  motiTes  o« 
which  he  had  made  so  shameful  an  arrangement ;  telling 
bim,  in  the  17th  par^raph  of  their  general  letter,  of  the 
4th  of  February,  1779,  the  nabob's  letters  of  the  25tfc 
and  30th  of  August,  of  the  3d  of  September,  and  17th  of 
November,  leave  us  no  doubt  of  the  true  design  of  this 
extraordinary  business  being  to  bring^  forward  M unny 
Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with  improper  power  and 
influence,  notwithstanding  our  former  dechiration,  that  sa 
great  a  part  of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled 
and  misapplied  under  her  superintendance." 

XXVI. 

That  m  consequence  of  the  censure  and  condemnatbn 
of  the  unwarrantable  measures  of  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tings by  the  court  of  directors  on  the  aforesaid  and  other 
weighty  and  substantial  grounds,  they  did  order  and  di* 
rect  as  follows,  in  the  20th  paragraph  of  the  general  let- 
ter of  the  same  date :  ^'  As  we  deem  it  for  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  that  the  ot^ce  of  naib  soubadar  be  for  the 

t resent  continued^  and  that  this  high  office  should  be 
lied  by  a  person  of  wisdom,  experience,  and  of  approved 
fidelity  to  the  company;  and  as  we  have  no  reason  to 
alter  the  opinion  given  of  Mahomed  Reza  Klhan,  in  our 
letter  of  the  24th  of  December,  1776 ;  we  positively  di- 
rect, that  you  forthwith  signify  to  the  nabob  Mobarek  ul 
Dowla  our  pleasure,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  be  imme- 
diately restored  to  the  of&ce  of  naib  soubadar ;  and  we 
ftirther  direct,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  be  again  assur- 
ed of  the  continuance  of  our  favours,  so  long  as  a  6rm 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  and  a  proper 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station,  shall  render  him 
worthy  of  our  protection.'' 

XXVII. 

That  the  aforesaid  direction  did  convey  in  it  such  ev% 
dent  and  cogent  reason,  and  was  so  far  enforced  by  jus- 
tice to  individuals,  and  by  regard  to  the  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  the  natives,  as  well  as  by  the  common  decorum 
to  be  observed  in  all  the  transactions  of  government,  tiiat 
tbe  said  Hastings  ought  to  have  yielded  a  cheerful  obe- 
d|ience  thereto,  even  if  he  had  not  been  by  a  positive  sta- 
tute^ ^d  bia  relation  of  servant  to  the  company,  bound 
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to  that  just  submission.  Yet  the  said  Hastings  did,  with- 
out denying  or  evading  any  one  of  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  court  of  directors,  or  controverting  the  scandalous 
motives  assigned  by  them  for  his  conduct,  contumaciously  * 
refuse  obedience  to  the  above  positive  order,  on  pretence 
that  the  nabob,  who,  he  had  declared  it  on  record  *<  to  be  as 
visibieas  the  light  of  the  sun,  is  amere  pageant,  and  without 
even  the  shadow  of  authority,"  did  dissent  from  the  same ; 
and  he  did  encourage  the  said  nabob,  or  rather  the  eunuchs, 
the  corrupt  ministers  of  Munny  Begum,  to  oppose  him- 
self  and  themselves  to  the  authority  of  the  said  court  of 
directors ;  by  which  means  the  arrangement,  three  times 
either  ratified  or  expressly  ordered  by  them,  was  wholly 
defeated ;  the  aforesaid  corrupt  system  was  continued ; 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan  was  not  restored  to  his  oflSce ;  and 
a  lesson  was  taught  to  the  natives  of  all  ranks,  that  the 
declared  approbation,  the  avowed  sanction,  and  the  deci- 
ded authority  of  the  court  of  directors  were  wholly  nu- 
gatory  to  their  protection  against  the  corrupt  influence, 
ef  their  servants. 

XXVIIL 

TThat  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  a  reconcillatioft 
with  Mr.  Francis,  one  of  the  council  general,  who  made 
it  a  condition  thereof,  that  certain  of  the  company's  or- 
ders should  be  obeyed,  and  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khan 
should  be  restored  to  his  offices,  did,  a  considerable  time 
after,  notwithstanding  the  pretended  reluctance  of  the 
nabob,  and  his  pretended  freedom,  make,  for  his  conve- 
nience in  the  said  accommodation,  tlie  arrangement 
which  he  had  unwarrantably  and  illegally  refused  to  the 
orders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  did,  of  his  own  au- 
thority and  that  of  the  board,  restore  Mahomed  Rem 
£han  to  his  offices. 

xxrx. 

That,  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  said  Mr.  Fran- 
cis, he  did  again  deprive  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khaa 
of  his  said  offices,  and  did  make  several  great  changes 
in  the  constitution  of  the  criminal  justice  in  the  said 
country ;  and  after  having,  under  pretence  of  the  nabob's 
sufficiency  for  the  management  of  his  own  affiiirs,  dis- 
placed, without  any  specific  charge,  trial|  or  inquiry 
whatsoever,  the  said  Mahomed  Bexa  Khan,  he  did  sob- 
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mil  the  said  nabob  to  the  entire  direction^  in  all  parts  of 
his  concerns,  of  a  resident  of  his  own  nomination,  Sir 
John  Doylej,  Bart,  and  did  order  an  account  of  the 
most  minute  parts  of  his  domestic  economy  to  be  made 
out,  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  Sir  John  Doylej  in 
the  following  words,  contained  in  a  paper  by  him  entitled, 
INSTRUCTIONS  from  the  governor  general  to  the 
Nabob  Mobarek  ui  Dowla,  respecting  his  conduct  in  the 
management  of  his  affairs:  ''you  will  be  pleased  to  di- 
rect your  mutta  seddies  to  form  an  accouut  of  the  fixed 
sums  of  your  monthly  expenses,  such  as  servants'  wag^ 
in  the  different  departments,  pensions,  and  other  allow- 
ances, as  well  as  of  the  estimated  amount  of  variable  ex- 
penses, to  be  delivered  to  Sir  John  Doyley,  for  my  in- 
spection. I  have  given  such  orders  to  Sir  John  Doyley 
as  will  enable  him  to  propose  to  you  such  reductions  of 
the  pensions  and  other  allowances,  and  such  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  variable  expenses,  as  shall  be  proportionable 
to  the  total  sum  of  your  monthly  income ;  and  I  must 
request  you  will  conform  to  it.*^  And  he  did,  in  the 
subsequent  articles  of  his  said  instructions,  order  the 
whole  management  to  be  directed  by  Sir  John  Doyley, 
subject  to  his  own  directions,  as  aforesaid ;  and  did  even 
direct  what  company  he  should  keep ;  and  did  throw  re- 
flections on  some  persons,  in  places  the  nearest  to  him, 
as  of  bad  character  and  base  origin — person.^?,  whom  he 
should  decline  to  name  as  such,  ''  unless  he  heard  that 
they  still  availed  themselves  of  his  goodness  to  retain 
ilie  places  which  they  improperly  hold  near  his  person." 
And  he  did  particularly  order  the  said  nabob  not  to  ad- 
mit any  English,  but  such  as  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley 
should  approve,  to  his  presence;  and  did  repeat  the  said 
order  in  the  following  peremptory  manner:  "yon  inasl 
forbid  any  person  of  that  nation  to  be  intruded  into 
your  presence,  without  his  introduction."  And  he  diil 
require  his  obedience  in  the  following  authoritative 
style:  "  I  shall  think  myself  obliged  to  interfere  in  ano- 
tlier  manner,  if  you  neglect  it." 

XXX. 

That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  insult  the  cap- 
tive  condition  of  the  said  nabob  by  informing  him,  in  his 
imperious  instructions  aforesaid,  that  this  total,  blind  and 
implicit  .obedience,  in  every  respect  whatsoever^  to  Sir 
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John  Doyley  and  himself  peraonally,  and  without  any 
reference  to  the  board,  *'  was  the  very  conditions  of  the 
compliance  of  the  governor  general  and  council  with  his 
late  requisition ;"  which  requisition  was,  that  he  should 
enjoy  the  free  and  %inconlrolled  management  of  his  own 
affafra.  And  though  the  said  captive  did  offer,  as  he, 
the  said  Hastings,  himself  admits,  four  lacks  of  his  sti- 
pend, at  that  tijie  reduced  to  sixteen  lacks,  for  the  free 
use  of  the  remainder^  yet  he  did  place  him,  the  said  na^ 
bob,  in  the  state  of  servitude  in  the  said  instructions 
laid  down,  but  a  very  short  time  after  he  Iiad  assumed 
and  used  the  said  nabob's  independent  rights,  as  a  ground 
for  refusing  to  obey  the  company's  orders ;  and  although 
he  has  declared  or  pretended,  on  anotiier  occasion, 
which  he  would  have  thought  similar,  that  any  attempt  to 
limit  the  household  expenses  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  was 
an  indignity,  '*  which  no  man  living,  however  mean  his 
rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  condition  in  it,  would  per- 
mit to  be  exercised  by  any  other,  without  the  want  or 
forfeiture  of  every  manly  principle." 

XXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  order  the  said  sti- 
pend (which  was  to  be  distributed,  in  the  minutest  par* 
ticular,  according  to  the  said  Hastings'  personal  direc- 
tions) to  be  paid  monthly,  not  to  any  officer  of  the  nabob, 
but  to  the  said  resident,  Sir  John  Doyley.  And  where- 
as the  governor  general  and  council  did,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  according  to  their  duty, 
instruct  him  that  *<he  do  conform  to  the  orders  of  the 
company,  which  direct  that  an  annual  account  of  the  na- 
bob's expenses  be  transmitted,  through  the  resident  at 
the  durbar,  for  the  inspection  of  this  hoardy^  the  said 
Hastings,  in  making  his  new  establishment  in  favour  of 
his  resident,  did  wholly  omit  the  said  instruction,  and 
did  confine  the  said  communication  to  Aimsr(f  privately. 
And  in  fact  it  does  not  appear  that  any  account  whatso- 
ever of  the  disposition  oi  the  said  large  sum,  exceeding 
160,000/.  sterling  a  year,  has  been  laid  before  the  board, 
or,  at  least,  that  any  such  account  has  been  transmitted 
to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  it  is  not  fitting  that  any 
British  servant  of  the  company  should  have  the  manage- 
ment of  any  public  money,  much  less  of  so  great  a  sum. 
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Without  a  public  well-youched  account  of  the  specffic 
expenditure  thereof. 

xxxn. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did,  on  the  17th  of  May, 
1766,  propose  certain  rules  for  regulating  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  resident  with  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  in 
which  they  did  direct,  as  a  principle  for  the  said  regula- 
tions, as  follows:  (paragraph  16th:)  **  We  would  have 
his  correspondence  to  be  carried  on  with  the  seled  com* 
mittee  through  the  channel  of  the  president ;  he  should 
keep  a  diary  of  all  his  transactions.  His  correspond- 
ence with  the  natives  must  be  publicly  conducted;  co- 
pies of  all  his  letters,  sent  and  received,  be  transmitted 
monthly  to  the  presidency,  with  duplicates  and  tripli- 
cates to  be  transmitted  home  in  our  general  packet  by 
every  ship." 

XXXIIL 

That  the  president  and  select  committee  (Lord  Clive 
being  then  president)  did  approve  of  the  whole  substan- 
tial part  of  the  said  regulation  (the  diary  excepted  ;)  and 
the  principle,  in  all  matters  of  account,  ought  to  have 
been  strictly  adhered  to,  whatever  limitations  may  have 
been  given  to  the  office  of  resident.     Yet   he  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  aforesaid  good  rules, 
orders,  and  late  precedent  in  conformity  to  the  same,  did 
fiot  only  withhold  any  order  for  the  purpose,  but,  in  order 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  said  durbar  in  a  clandes- 
tine manner  for  his  own  purposes,  did,  as  aforesaid,  ex- 
clude all  English  from  an  intercourse  with  the  nabob, 
who  might  carry  complaints  or  representations  to  the 
board,  or  the  court  of  directors,  of  his  condition,  or  the 
conduct  of  the  resident ;  and  did  further,  to  defeat  all 
possible  publicity,  insinuate  to  him,  to  give  the  preference 
to  verbal  communication  above  letters,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, of  the  9th  article  of  his  instructions  to  the  nabob : 
**  although  I  desire  to  receive  your  letters  frequently, 
yet,  as  many  matters  will  occur  which  cannot  be  so  ecisily 
explained  by  letters  cls  by  conversation^  I  desire  that  you 
will,  on  such  occasions,  give  your  orders  to  him,  respect- 
ing such  points  as  you  may  desire  to  have  imparted  te 
me ;  Und  I|  postponing  every  other  concern^  will  give  an 
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immediate  and  the  moat  aatiafactory  reply  Gonceraing 
them."  Accordingly,  no  relation  whatsoever  has  beea 
received  by  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  nabob's  af- 
fairs ;  nor  any  account  of  the  money  monthly  paid,  ex* 
cept  from  public  fame,  which  reports  that  his  affairs  are 
in  great  disorder,  his  servants  unpaid,  and  many  of  them 
dismissed,  and  all  the  mussulmen  dependent  on  his  family 
i&  a  state  of  tiidigence« 
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XVin.  THE  MOGUL  DELIVERED  VV 
TO  THE  MAHRATTAS. 


I. 

That  Sh&  Aalum,  the  prince,  commoDly  called  The 
Great  Mogul,  or,  by  eminence,  The  Kingy  is,  or  lately 
was,  in  possession  of  the  ancient  capital  of  Hiodosttii; 
and  though  without  any  considerable  territory,  aod'with- 
out  a  revenue  sufficient  to  maintain  a  moderate  state,  he 
is  still  much  respected  and  considered ;  and  the  custody 
of  his  person  is  eagerly  sought  by  many  of  the  princes  in 
India,  on  account  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  his  title  and 
authority ;  and  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  East  India 
company,  that  while,  on  one  hand,  no  wars  shall  be  entered 
into  in  support  of  his  pretensions,  on  the  other,  no  steps 
should  be  taken,  which  may  tend  to  deliver  him  into  the 
hands  of  any  of  the  powerful  states  of  that  country ;  but 
that  he  should  be  treated  with  friendship,  good  faitfa^  and 
respectful  attention. 

II. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  this  safe, 
just,  and  honourable  policy,  strongly  prescribed  and  en- 
forced by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  did  (at  a 
time  when  he  was  engaged  in  a  negotiation,  the  declared 
purpose  of  which  was  to  give  peace  to  India)  concur  with 
the  captain  general  of  the  Mahratta  state,  called  Madajee 
Sciudia,  in  hostile  designs  against  the  few  remaining  ter- 
ritories of  that  same  mogul  emperor,  by  virtue  of  whose 
grant  the  company  actually  possess  the  government,  and 
enjoy  the  revenues  of  great  province,  and  also  against 
the  possessions  of  a  Mahomedan  chief  called  Nudjif 
Cawn,  a  person  of  much  merit  with  the  East  India  com- 
pany; in  acknowledgment  of  which  they  had  granted 
him  a  pension,  included  in  the  tribute  due  to  the  king, 
and,  together  with  that  tribute,  taken  from  him  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  though  expressly  gtiarantied  to 
him  by  the  company.  With  both  these  powers  the  com- 
pany had  been  in  friendship,  and  were  actually  at  peace 
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at  tbe  time  of  the  said  clandestine  concurrence  in  a  de- 
sign against  them ;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  since  de* 
dared,  that  the  right  of  one  of  them,  namely,  '*  the  right 
bf  the  Mogul  Emi>er6r  to  our  assiistance  has  been  con- 
stantly acknbwieaged.*' 

ill. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hasting^,  at  the  time  of  hii  , 
treacherous  concurrence  in  a  design  against  a  power, 
which  he  was  himself  of  opinion  lire  were  bound  to  assist^ 
and  against  whom  there  was  no  doubt  he  was  bound 
neither  to  form  nor  to  concur  in  any  hostile  attempt, 
did  give  a  caution  to  Colonel  Muir,  to  whom  the  negotia- 
tion aforesaid  was  entrusted  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
against  <*  inserting  any  thing  in  the  treaty  which  might 
expressly  mark  our  knotvledge  of  his  [the  Mahratta  ge- 
neral's] vie^Fs  or  concurrence  in  <Aem."  Which  said 
transaction  was  full  of  duplicity  and  fraud ;  and  the  crime 
of  the  said  Hastings  therein  is  aggravated  by  his  having 
some  years  before  withheld  the  tribute,  which  by  treaty 
Was  solemnly  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  said  kmg,  on  pre- 
tence that  he  had  thrown  himself,  for  the  recovery  of  hii 
city  of  Delhi,  on  the  protection  of  the  Mahrattas,  wbodi 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  then  called  the  natural  enemies 
of  the  company,  and  the  growth  of  whose  power  he  then 
alleged  to  be  highly  dangeroas  to  the  interests  of  thUl 
kingdom  in  India. 

IV. 

That  after  having  concurred,  in  thie  mahner  before 
thentioned,  in  a  design  of  the  Mahrattas  against  the  Mo- 
gul ;  and  notwithstanding  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
had  formerly  declared,  that  with  him  [the  Mogul]  oqr 
connection  had  been  a  long  time  suspended,  and  he  wished 
ftever  to  see  it  renewed^  as  it  had  proved  a  fatal  drain  to 
tbe  wealth  of  Bengal,  and  the  treasury  of  the  company, 
Without  yielding  one  advantage  or  possible  resource,  even 
of  remote  benefits,  in  return ;  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  nevertheless,  on  or  about  the  month  of  March,  1783, 
with  the  privity  and  consent  of  the  members  of  the  board, 
but  by  no  authoritative  act,  despatch,  as  agents  of  him  the 
gjovernor  general  only^  and  not  as  agents  of  the  governor 

TO^.  VI.  [     ^^     ] 
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of  the  proceedings  of  his  agent,  did  call  upon  him  to  pK% 
duce  his  instructions  to  Major  Browne;  and  he  did,  on 
the  5th  of  October,  1783,  and  not  before,  enter  on  the 
consultations  a  certain  paper,  purporting  to  be  the  in- 
structions which  he  had  given  to  Major  Browne  the  pre- 
ceding March,  the  time  of  his,  the  said  Browne's,  ap- 
pointment ;  in  which  pretended  instructions  no  direction 
whatsoever  was  given  to  the  effect  of  his,  the  said  Has-. 
tings',  minute  of  consultation,  or  propounded ;  that  b  to. 
cay,  no  power  was  given  in  the  said  instructions  to  make 
a  direct  offer  of  military  aid  to  the  mogul,  or  to  form  the 
arrangements  stated  by  the  said  Browne,  in  his  letter  to 
the  said  Hastings,  as  having  been  made  by  the  express 
authority  of  the  said  Hastings  himself.    But  the  said  in- 
structions contained  nothing  further  on  that  subject,  but 
a  conditional  direction,   that  in  case  a   military  force' 
should  be  required  for  the  mogul's  aid  or  protection,  the 
major  is  to  know  the  service  on  which  it  is  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  the  resources  from  whence  it  is  tp  be  paid ; 
and  the  instructions  produced  as  his  real  instructions  by 
the  said  Hastings,  are  so  guarded  as  to  caution  the  said 
Browne  against  taking  any  part  in  the  intrigues  of  thou 
mho  are  about  the  king* 8  person.    By  which  letters,  io- 
Btructions,  and  transactions,  compared  with  each  other, 
it  appears  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,   after  six 
months'  delay  in  entering  of  (contrary  to  the  company's 
order)  any  instructions  to  the  said  Browne,  did  at  last 
enter  a  false  paper  as  the  true,  or  that  he  did  give  other 
secret  instructions  totally  different  from,  and  even  oppo- 
site to,  his  public  ostensible  instructions,  thereby  to  de* 
ceive  the  council,  and  to  carry  on,  with  less  obstruction, 
dark  and  dangerous  intrigues,  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  to  the  true  policy  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  the  safety  of  the  British  possessions  in  the  east. 

vn. 

That  the  said  letter  from  Major  Browne  was  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  transmitted  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, without  being  accompanied  by  any  part  of  the 
previous  correspondence ;  by  which  wilful  concealment 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high  and  criminal 
disrespect  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  of  a  most  flagrant 
breach  and  violation  of  their  orders,  which  he  was  boooa 
hf  an  act  of  parliament  to  obey. 
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YIIL  ^ 

That  the  said  Hastings  baviDg,  early  id  the  year  1784, 
procured  to  himself  a  deputation  to  act  in  the  upper 

f^roTinces,  the  council,  being  well  aware  of  his  disposition 
o  engage  in  unwarrantable  designs  against  the  neigh- 
bouring states  did  expressly  confine  his  powers  to  the 
circumstances  of  his  actual  residence  within  the  compa- 
ny's provinces :  but  it  appears  that  ways  were  found  out^ 
by  which  he  hoped  to  defeat  the  precautions  of  the  board ; 
for  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  write  from  Lucknow^ 
the  capital  of  the  country  of  Oude^  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors a  certain  postscript  of  a  letter,  dated  the  4th  of 
May,  1784,  in  which  he  informs  the  court,  that  the  son 
and  heir  apparent  of  the  great  piogul  had  taken  refuge 
with  him,  and  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  that  be  had  a  con- 
ference with  that  prince  on  the  10th  of  the  sam^  month 
of  May,  '<no  person  being  cither  present  or  within 
hearing"  during  the  same,  and  that  in  the  said  conference 
the  prince  had  informed  him  of  the  distresses  of  hb  fa- 
ther, and  his  wish  for  the  relief  of  the  king,  and  the  rer 
storation  of  the  dominions  of  his  house,  as  well  as  tot 
rescue  him  from  the  power  of  certain  persona  not  named^ 
who  degraded  him  into  a  mere  instrument  of  their  inte- 
rested and  sordid  designs ;  and  that  on  a  failure  of  his 
application  to  him,  he  would  either  return  to  his  father, 
or  proceed  to  Calcutta,  and  thence  to  England ;  and  that 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  him  an  answer  to. 
the  following  effect:  **that  our  [the  British]  govern- 
ment had  just  obtained  relief  from  a  state  of  universal 
warfare,  and  required  a  term  of  repose  ;  that  our  whole 
nation  was  weary  of  war,  and  dreaded  the  renewal  of  itj^ 
nnd  would  be  equally  alarmed  at  any  movement^  of  which 
it  could  not  see  the  isstie  or  progress^  but  which  might 
eventually  tend  to  create  new  hostilUie^;  tha(  he  came 
hither  [to  Lucknow]  with  a  limited  authority,  and  could 
not,  if  he  chose  it,  engage  in  any  business  of  thi^t  nature 
withovU  the  concurrence  of  his  colleagues  in  office^  who  Ac 
believed  would  be  averse  to  it ;  that  he  would  represent  the 
same  to  the  join(  members  of  his  own  gpvernment,  and 
wait  their. determination.  In  the  mean  time,  he  advised 
the  prince  to  make  advances  to.  Madajee  Scindia,  both 
because  our  government  was  in  intimate  and  sworn 
connexion  with  him,  and  because  he  was  the  effectual 
head  of  the  Mahratta  state ;  besides,  that  he,  th^  sai^ 
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Warren  Hastings,  feared  his  [Scindia's]  taking  the  other 
Bide  of  the  question,  unless  he  was  early  prevented." 

IX. 

That  in  the  statement  of  this  discourse  there  is  much 
criminal  reserve  towards  tiie  court  of  directors,  'it  not 
appearing  distinctly  what  the  objects  were,  nor  who  the 
persons  concerned,  nor  what  the  aide  was  which  he  ap- 

Erehended  the  Mahrattas  might  take,  if  not  prevented 
7  his  advances ;  and  in  the  discourse  itself  there  were 
manjr  particulars  highly  criminal ;  namely,  for  that  in  the 
said  conversation,  in  which  he  describes  himself  as  de- 
clining a  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  prince  on 
account  of  the  aversion  (therein  strongly  expressed)  of 
his  colleagues  of  the  company,  and  of  the  whole  British 
nation,  to  engage  in  any  measures  which  might  even 
**  eventually  lead  to  hostilities^^ — he  spoke  to  the  prince 
as  if  he  had  been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  offers,  which 
but  five  month  before  had  been  made  to  the  king,  his  fa* 
ther,  on  the  part  of  that  very  government  (whose  repug- 
nance to  such  measures  he  then  for  the  first  time  chose 
to  profess,  but  which  he  always  had  known)  through  Ma- 
jor Browne,  the  company's  representative  at  the  court 
of  Delhi,  '^  to  provide  for  the  entire  expense  of  any 
troops  which  the  shah  [the  king]  might  require ;"  and 
that  this  was  *<  what  the  resident  had  always  proposed 
to  the  king  and  his  confidential  ministers ;"  the  said 
Browne  further  declaraing  '^  that  if,  in  consequence  of 
the  said  proposals,  certain  arrangements  for  the  shah's 
service,  by  troops^  were  not  immediasely  ordered,  in  his 
opinion  all  our  [English  government's]  offers  and  promi- 
ses will  be  considered  as  false  and  insidious."  This  be- 
ing the  known  state  of  the  business,  as  represented  by 
the  said  Hastings'  own  agent,  and  this  the  public  opinioa 
of  it,  although,  to  impose  on  the  ignorance  of  the  prince 
with  regard  to  the  proceedings  at  bis  father's  court 
would  have  been  unworthy  m  itself,  yet  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  could  not  hope  to  succeed  in  such  im- 
position, as,  in  the  postscript  aforesaid,  he  represents  the 
said  prince  [who  was  the  king's  eldest  son,  and*  thirty-six 
years  of  age]  as  a  person  of  considerable  qualifications, 
and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  transactions  at  his  fa- 
ther s  court,  and  as  one  who  had  long  held  the  principal 
and  most  active  part  in  the  little  that  rema^ied  of  the 
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adininhlration  of  Shah  AUum.  And  the  said  Hastings 
conferring  with  a  prince  so  well  instructed,  without  ma- 
king the  slightest  allusions  to  his  said  positive  and  recent 
engagements,  or  without  giving  any  explanation  with  re- 
gard to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  must  appear  to 
the  said  prince  either  as  a  person  not  onlj  contracting 
engagements,  but  actually  being  the  first  mover  and  pro- 
poser of  them,  without  any  authority  from  his  colleagues, 
and  against  theirs  and  the  general  inclinatioo  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation,  and  on  that  ground  not  to  be  trusted ;  or  that 
be  had  used  this  plea  of  disagreement  between  him  and 
his  council  as  a  pretence,  set  up  without  colour  or  de"- 
cency,  for  a  gross  violation  of  his  own  engagements; 
leaving  the  princess  and  states  of  the  country  no  solid 
ground  on  which  they  can  or  ought  to  contract  with  the 
company,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  all  public  confidence, 
and  to  the  equal  disgrace  of  the  national  candour,  integ- 
rity, and  wisdom. 

X. 

That,  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  same  place,  Lucknow^ 
the  16th  of  the  following  June,  1784,  the  said  Warrea 
Hastings  informs  the  court  of  directors  that  Major 
Browne,  their  agent  to  the  mogul,  had  arrived  there  in 
the  character  also  of  agent  from  the  mogul  with  two  seta 
of  instructions  from  two  opposite  parties  in  his  ministry, 
which  instructions  were  dire|ctly  contrary  to  each  other ; 
the  first,  which  were  the  ostensible  instructions,  being 
to  engage  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  moguPs  name,  ta  cu- 
ter into  a  treaty  of  mutual  alliance  with  the  chief  of  th^ 
country,  then  minister  to  the  said  mogul,  called  Afiia- 
saib  Khan  ;  the  second  were  from  another  principal  per- 
son, called  Mudjed  al  Dow  la,  also  a  uunister  of  the  said 
mogul  (but  styled  in  the  said  letter  conjidentialy  for  dis- 
tinction) which  were  directly  destructive  of  the  former; 
and  the  said  latter  instructions,  to  which  it  seems  cre- 
dence was  to  be  given,  were  sent  **  under  the  most  so- 
lemn adjurations  of  secrecy."  The  purpose  of  these 
latter  and  secret  instructions  was  to  require  the  compa- 
ny's aid  in  freeing  the  mogul  from  the  oppressions  of  his 
servants,  namely,  from  the  oppressions  of  the  said  Affror 
saiby  between  whom  and  the  company  Major  Browne  (at 
once  agent  to  that  company,  and  to  two  opposite  factions 
in  the  mogul's  court)  accepted  a  power  to  make  a  treaty 
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of  mutual  alliance  under  the  sanction  of  his  sbvereigi ; 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  he,  Warren  Hastings,  did  dis- 
countenance the  double  dealing  and  fraudulent  agencies 
of  his  and  the  company's  minister  at  that  court ;  or  did 
disavovr  any  particular  in  the  letter  from  him,  the  said 
Browne,  of  the  dOth  of  December,  1783,  stating  the  of- 
fers made  on  his  part  to  the  mogul,  so  contradictory  to 
his  late  declarations  to  the  heir  apparent  of  that  mo- 
narch, or  did  give  any  reprimand  to  the  said  Browne,  or 
did  show  any  mark  of  displeasure  s^inst  him,  as  having 
acted  without  orders,  but  did  again  send  him  with  re^ 
newed  consequence  to  the  court  aforesaid. 

XL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  still  pursuing  his  said 
^  evil  designs,  did  apply  to  the  council  for  discretionary 

powers  relative  to  the  intrigues  and  factions  in  the  mo- 
gul's court,  giving  assurances  of  his  resolution  not  to 
proceed  against  their  sense ;  but  the  said  council,  being 
fully  aware  of  his  disposition,  and  having  Major  Browi»*8 
letter,  recorded  by  himself,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
before  them,  did  refuse  to  grant  the  said  discretionary 
powers ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  did  exhort  him  *^  most  sedu< 
iously  and  cautiously  to  avoid,  in  his  correspondence 
With  the  different  princes  in  India,  whatever  may  com- 
mit, or  be  strained  into  an  interpretation  of  committing 
the  company,  either  as  to  their  array  or  treasure ;"  ob- 
serving, that  the  company's  orders  are  positive  against 
their  interference  in  the  objects  of  dispute  between  the 
tountry  powers." 

XII. 

That  in  order  to  subvert  the  plain  and  natural  inter- 
pretation given  by  the  council  to  the  orders  of  the  court 
bf  directors,  and  to  justify  his  dangerous  intrigues,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  June, 
1784,  to  the  said  court,  did,  in  a  most  insolent  and  con- 
temptuous manner,  endeavour  to  persuade  them  of  their 
fenorance  of  the  true  sense  of  their  own  orders,  and  to 
limit  their  prohibition  of  interference  wilh  the  disputes 
df  the  country  powers  to  such  country  powers  as  are 

f  Permanent ;  expressing  himself  as  follows  :    ^«  The  fac- 
ion  which  now  surromkb  the  throne  [the  mogul's  throne] 
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in  Widelj  different  from  the  idea  which  your  commands 
are  intended  to  convey  by  the  expressions  to  which  you 
liave  generally  applied  them,  of  country  powers^  to  which 
that  of  permunenry  is  a  necessary  adjunct;  and  which 
may  be  more  properly  compared  to  a  splendid  bubble 
which  toe  slightest  breath  of  opposition  may  dissipate 
with  every  trace  of  its  existence."  By  which  construc- 
lioo  the  said  Hastings  did  endeavour  to  persuade  the 
court  of  directors  that  they  meant  to  confine  their  pro- 
hibition of  sinister  intr^ues  to  those  powers  only  wh6 
could  not  be  easily  hurt  by  them,  attd  whose  strength 
was  such  that  their  resentment  of  such  clandestine  inter* 
ference  was  to  be  dreaded ;  but  that  where  the  powerd 
were  weak  and  fragile,  such  intrigues  might  be  allowed. 

XIIL 

That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  persuade  tb^  court 
fof  directors  to  involve  themselves  in  the  affairs  of  the 
nogul,  and  to  reconcile  this  measure  with  his  former  con^ 
duct,  and  declared  opinions,  did  write  to  them  to  the 
following  effect :  that  ^*  at  that  former  period,  to  which 
the  ancient  policy  with  regard  to  the  mogul  applied,  the 
king's  authority  was  sufficiently  respected  [^hich  he 
knew  not  to  be  true,  having  himself  declared,  in  his  mi* 
nute  of  the  *25th  of  October,  1774,  'that  he  remained  at 
Deliii,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  empire,  a  mere  ciplwr 
in  the  administration  of  it']  to  maintain  itself  against 
common  vici^^bitiides.  That  he  would  not  have  advised 
interfei^nce,  if  the  king  himself  retained  the  exercise  of 
ft,  however  feeble^  in  his  own  hands.  That  if  it  [the  mo- 
gul's authority]  is  suffered  to  receive  its  final  extiuctioo^ 
it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  power  may  arise  out  of 
its  niinSf  or  what  events  may  be  linked  in  th^  same 
chain  of  revolution  with  it ;  but  your  interestli  may  suf- 
fer by  it-^your  reputation  certainly  willj  as  his  right  to 
our  assistance  has  been  constantly  acknowledgedf  and  by 
a  train  of  consequences  to  which  our  government  has^ 
not  intentionally,  given  birth ;  i>ut  most  especially  by  the 
movements,  which  its  influence  by  too  near  an  approach 
has  excited,  it  has  unfortunately  become  the  efficient  in- 
strument of  a  great  portion  of  the  king's  present  dii* 
tresses  and  dangers-/'  intimating  (as  well  as  the  studied 
i^bscurity  of  his  expressions  will  permit  any  thing  t0  k^ 

fOL.ru  [67] 


^30  ARTICLES  OF  CU.VRGi: 

dificeiDeil)  that  his  own  late  intri^cs  had  been  among - 
the  causes  of  the  distresses  and  dangers,  which  by  new 
intrigues  he  did  pretend  to  remove ;  and  he  did  conclude 
this  part  of  his  letter  with  some  loose  general  exprea- 
Bions  of  his  caution  not  to  affect  the  company's  interests 
or  revenues  by  any  measures  he  might  at  that  lime  take. 

XIV. 

That  the  principle,  so  far  as  the  same  hath  been  di- 
rectly avowed,  of  the  said  proceedings  at  the  mogul's 
.  ^ourt,  was  as  altogether  irrational,  and  the  pretended  ob- 
ject as  impracticable,  as  the  means  taken  in  pursuit  of 
it  were  fraudulent  and  dishonourable,  namely,  the  resto- 
ration of  the  mogul  in  some  degree  to  the  dignity  of  his 
situation,  and  to  his  free  agency  in  the  conduct  of  his 
affairs.  For  the  said  Hastings,  at  the  very  time  in 
which  he  did  with  the  greatest  apparent  earnestness 
urge  the  purpose  which  he  prelended  to  have  in  view 
with  regard  to  the  dignity  and  liberty  of  the  mogul  em- 
peror, did  represent  him  as  a  person  wholly  disquaiilied 
and  even  indisposed  to  take  any  active  part  whatsoever 
in  the  conduct  of  his  own  affairs  ;  and  that  any  attempt 
for  that  purpose  would  be  utterly  impracticable;  and 
this  he  hath  stated  to  the  court  of  directors  as  a  matter 
of  public  notoriety,  in  his  said  letter  of  the  16th  of 
June,  1784,  in  the  following  emphatical  and  decisive 
terms : 

"  You  need  not  be  told  the  character  of  the  king, 
whose  inertness,  and  the  habit  of  long  suffering,  has  de- 
based his  dignity  and  the  fortunes  of  his  house  beyond 
ihfi  power  of'  retrieving  eitker  the  one  or  the  other. 
Wiiilst  his  personal  repose  is  undisturbed,  he  will  prefer 
to  live  in  the  meanest  state  of  indigencfy  under  the  rule 
of  men  whose  views  arc  bounded  by  avarice  and  the 
power  which  they  derive  from  liis  authority,  rather  than 
commit  any  siiare  of  it  to  his  own  sons,  though  his  af- 
fection for  them  is  boundless  in  every  other  res}>ect ; 
from  a  natural  jealousy  founded  on  the  experience  of  a 
very  different  combination  of  those  circumstances, 
which  once  served  as  a  temptation  and  example  of  un- 
lawful ambition  in  the  princes  of  the  royal  line.  His 
ministers,  from  a,  policy  more  reasonable,  have  constaut- 
ly  employed  every  means  of  inlluence  to  confirm  t.iig 
dispositioUf  audio  prevent  his  sons  from  having  any  share 
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in  the  distribution  of  affairs,  so  as  to  have  established  a 
complete  usurpation  of  the  royal  prerogative  under  its 
own  sanction  and  patronage.'' 

XV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  given  this 
opinion  of  the  sovereign,  for  whose  freedom  he  pre' end- 
ed so  anxious  a  concern,  did  describe  the  minister,  with 
whom  he  had  long  acted  in  concurrence,  and  from  whom 
he  had  just  received  tlie  extraordinary  secret  embassy 
aforesaid  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  deliverance  of 
his  master,  the  mogul,  from  the  usurpations  of  Ais  m/?itV 
tersy  as  follows :  *'  The  first  minister,  Mudjud  ul  Dowla, 
is  iotalUi  deficient  in  every  military  quality ;  conceited 
of  his  own  superior  talents;  and  formed  to  the  practice 
of  that  crooked  jiolicy  which  generally  defeats  its  own 
jwrpose,  but  sincerely  attached  to  his  master."  The 
reality  of  the  said  attachment  was  not  improbable,  but 
altogether  useless  ;  as  the  said  minister  was  the  only  one 
among  the  principal  persons  about  the  king,  who  (beside 
the  total  want  of  all  military  and  civil  ability)  possessed 
no  territories,  troops,  or  other  means  of  serving  and  sup* 
pt)rting  him ;  but  was  himself  solely  upheld  by  his  influ* 
ence  over  his  master;  neither  doth  the  said  Hastings  * 
free  him  any  more  than  the  persons  more  efficient,  who 
were  to  be  destroyeil,  from  a  disposition  to  alienate  the 
king  from  an  attention  to  his  affairs,  and  from  all  confi- 
dence in  his  own  family ;  but  on  the  contrary,  he  brings 
him  forward  as  the  very  first  among  the  instan<*es  he  ad- 
duces to  exemplify  the  practices  of  the  ministers  against 
their  sovereign  and  his  children. 

XVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  recommending  in  ge^ 
ncral  terms,  and  yet  condemning  in  detail,  every  part  of 
his  own  pretended  plan,  as  impracticable  in  itself,  and  as 
undertaken  in  favour  of  persons,  all  of  whom  he  describes 
ns  incapable,  and  the  principal  as  indisposed  to  avail 
himself  thereof,  must  have  had  some  other  motives  for 
this  long,  intricate,  dark,  and  laborious  proceeding  with 
the  mogul,  which  must  be  sought  in  his  actions,  and  the 
evident  drift  and  tendency  thereof,  and  in  decla:ations 
which  were  brought  out  bj  him  to  serve  other  purposes^ 
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but  which  serve  fully  to  explain  hi»  real  intentions  in  Hm 
intrigue. 

XVIL 

That  the  other  members  of  the  council  general  haTiog 
^undanliy  certified  their  averseoess  to  his  intrigues,  and 
^▼en  liaving  siiown  apprehensions  of  his  going  personally 
to  the  mogul  and  the  Matirattas  for  the  purpose  of  ear- 
ly ing  on  the  same,  the  said  Hastings  was  driven  head- 
long to  acts,  which  did  much  more  openly  indicate  the 
true  nature  and  purpose  of  his  machinations ;  for  he  at 
length  recurred  directly  and  with  little  disguise  to  the 
Manrattas,  and  did  open  an  intrigue  with  them,  although 
he  was  obliged  to  confess,  in  his  letter  aforesaid,  of  the 
16ih  June,  1784,  that  the  exception,  which  he  contend- 
ed to  be  implied  in  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors, 
forbidding  the  intermeddling  in  the  disputes  of  ^  the  coun- 
try jwwers,"  namely,  "powers  not  permanent,,'^  did  by  no 
ineans  apply  to  the  Mahrattas ;  and  h«  informs  the  court  of 
directors  that  he  did,  on  the  ?ery  first  advice  be  received 
of  the  flight  of  the  moguFs  son,  write  to  Mr.  James  An- 
derson to  apprize  theMahratta  chief  Scindia of  that  event, 
<<  for  which,  as  he  was  unprepared,  he  desired  his  [the 
*  said  Scindia's}  advice  for  his  conduct  on  the  occasion  of 
it/'  Which  method  of  calling  for  the  advice  of  a  fb- 
TCign  t>ower  to  regulate  his  political  conduct,  instead  of 
being  regulated  therein  by  the  advice  of  the  British 
council,  and  the  standing  orders  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, was  a  procedure  highly  criminal ;  and  the  crime  is 
aggravated  by  his  not  communicating  the  said  corres- 

Endence  to  the  council  general,  as  by  his  duty  he  was 
und  to  do ;  but  it  does  abundantly  prove  his  concert 
with  the  Mahrattas  in  all  that  related  to  his  negotiations 
in  the  mogul  court,  which  were  carried  on  agreeably  to 
their  advice,  and  in  subserviency  to  their  views  and 
purposes* 

XVIL 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  cabal  begun  with  the 
Mahrattas,  the  said  chief  Scindia  did  send  his  **  familiar 
and  confidential  ministers"  to  him  the  said  Hastings, 
being  at  Lncknow,  with  whom  the  said  Hastings  did  hold 
several  secret  conferences,  without  any  secretary  or  other 
fnislaDt ;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  not  conveyed  to  the 
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court  of  directors  anj  minutes  thereof,  but  hath  purpose* 
ly  involved  even  the  general  effect  and  tendency  of  these 
conferences  in  such  obscurity,  that  it  is  no  otherwise 
possible  to  perceive  the  drift  and  tendency  of  the  same, 
but  by  the  general  scope  of  counsels  and  acts  relative  to 
the  politics  of  the  roogul,  and  of  the  Mabratlaa  together^ 
and  by  the  tinal  event  of  the  whole,  which  is  sufficiently 
visible.     For, 

XIX. 

That  the  said  Hastings  had  declared,  in  his  said  fetter 
of  the  16th  June,  17B4,  that  the  mogurs  right  to  our 
assistJince  had  been  constantly  acknowledged  ;  that  the 
mogul  had  been  oppressed  by  the  lesser  Mahomedan 
princes  in  the  character  of  iiis  officers  of  state,  and  mili- 
tary commanders :  and  be  did  plainly  intimate  that  the 
said  mogul  ought  to  be  relieved  from  that  servitude. 
And  he  did,  in  giving  an  accounr  to  the  court  of  directors 
of  the  conferences  aforesaid,  assure  them  that  *'  his  incli^ 
nations  [the  inclinations  of  the  Mahratta  chief  aforesaid] 
were  not  very  dissimilar  from  his  own ;"  and  that  '*  neither 
in  this,  nor  in  any  other  instance,  would  he  suffer  himself 
to  be  drawn  into  measures  which  shall  tend  to  weaken 
their  connexion,  nor  in  this  even  to  oppose  his  [the  said 
chiefs]  iticlinalioHS  ;^'  the  said  Hastings  well  knowings 
as  in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Muir  he  has  confessed,  that 
the  inclinations  of  the  said  Scindia  were  to  seize  on  the 
mogul's  territories,  and  that  he  himself  did  secretly  con- 
cur therein,  though  he  did  not  formally  insert  his  con- 
currence in  the  treaty  with  the  said  Mahratta  chief.  It 
is  plain  therefore  that  he  did  all  along  concur  with  the 
Mahratlas  in  their  designs  against  the  said  king  and  his 
ministers,  under  the  treacherous  pretence  of  supporting 
the  authority  of  the  former  against  the  latter ;  and  did 
contrive  and  effect  the  ruin  of  them  all.  For,  first,  ho 
did  give  evil  and  fraudulent  counsel  to  the  heir  apparent 
of  the  mogul  '*  to  make  advances  to  the  Mahrattas," 
when  he  well  knew  and  had  expressly  concurred  in,  the 
designs  of  that  state  against  his  father's  [the  mogul's] 
domiubns ;  and  further  to  eugage  and  entrap  the  said 
prince,  did  assert  that  '^  our  government"  [meaning  thcr 
British  government]  was  in  intimate  and  sworn  connexiori 
with  Mahajee  Scindia,"  when  no  alliance  offensive  or  de- 
fensive appears  to  exist  between  the  said  Scindia  and  the 
past  India  compaoyi  i^ir  cma  exist,  otherwise  th(|ii  in 
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virtue  of  some  secret  agreement  between  him,  the  said 
Scindia  and  Warren  HastingSi  entered  into  by  the  latter 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  colleagues  and  the  govern- 
ment, and  never  communicated  to  the  court  of  directors. 
And,  secondly,  he  did,  in  order  to  further  the  designs  of  the 
Mahrattas,  contrive  and  effect  the  ruin  of  the  said  mogul 
and  his  authority  by  setting  on  foot,  through  the  afore- 
said Major  Browne,  sundry  perplexed  and  intricate  ne- 
gotiations, contrary  to  public  faith,  and  to  the  honour  of 
the  British  nation;  by  which  he  did  exceedingly  in- 
crease the  confusion  and  disorders  of  the  .mogul's  court, 
exposing  the  said  mogul  to  new  indignities,  insults,  and 
distresses,  and  almost  all  of  the  northern  parts  of  I:)dia  to 
great  and  ruinous  convulsions,  until  three  out  of  four  of 
the  principal  chieftains,  some  of  them  possessing  the  ter- 
ritories lately  belonging  to  Nudjiff  Cawn,  and  maintain- 
ing among  them  eighty  thousand  troops  of  horse  and 
foot,  and  some  of  Which  chiefs  were  the  ministers  afore- 
said, being  cut  off  by  their  mutual  disseutions,  and  the 
fort  of  Delhi  being  at  length  delivered  to  the  Mahrattas, 
the  said  Scindia  became  uncontrolled  ruler  of  the  royal 
army;  and  the  person  of  the  niogul,  with  the  use  of  all 
his  pretensions  and  claims,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  nation 
already  too  powerful,  together  with  an  extensive  territory, 
which  entirely  covers  the  company's  possessions  and  de- 
pendencies on  one  side,  and  particularly  those  of  the  na^ 
bob  of  Oude. 

XX. 

That  the  circumstances  of  these  countries  did,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  sufficiently  in- 
dicate to  him  the  necessity  of  not  aggrandizing  any  power 
whatsoever  on  their  borders,  he  having,  in  the  aforesaid 
letter  of  the  16th  June,  given  a  deliberate  opinion  of  the 
situation  of  Oude,  in  the  words  following :  "  that  whilst  we 
are  at  peace  with  the  powers  of  Europe,  it  is  only  in  this 
quarter  that  your  possessions,  under  the  government  of 
Bengal,  are  vulnerable."     And  he  did  further  in  the  said 
letter  state,  that,  "  if  things  had  continued  as  they   had 
been  to  that  time  with  a  divided  government,'*  [viz.  the 
company's  and  the  vizier's,  which  government  he   had 
himself  established,  and  under  which  it  ever  must  in   a 
great  degree  remain,  whilst  the  said  country  continues  in 
a  state  of  dependence]  "  the  slightest  shock  from  a  fo- 
reign hand;  or  even  an  accidejUul  internal  commotion^ 
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might  have  thrown  the  whole  into  confusion,  and  produced 
the  most  fatal  consequences."  In  this  perilous  situation 
he  made  the  above  recited  sacrifices  to  the  ambition  of 
the  Mahrattas,  and  did  all  along  so  actively  couotenance 
and  forward  their  proceedings,  and  with  so  full  a  sense  of 
their  effect,  that  in  his  minute  of  the  24lh  December, 
]7d4,  he  has  declared,  that  in  the  countries  which  border 
on  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  vizier,  or  on  that  quarter 
of  our  own,  in  effect  there  is  no  other  powder."  And  he 
did  further  admit,  that  the  presence  of  the  Mahratta 
chief  aforesaid,  so  near  the  borders  of  the  nabob's  do- 
minions, was  no  cause  of  suspicion;  for,  '^  that  it  is  the 
effect  ufhis  own  soliiitatumj  and  is  so  far  the  effect  of 
au  act  of  that  government/' 

XXI. 

* 
• 

That,  in  further  pursuit  of  the  same  pernicious  design^ 
)ie,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  di<i  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment  to  withdraw  a  very  great  body  of  the  British  troops 
out  of  the  nabob's  dominions ;  asserting,  however  truly, 
yet  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  own  declarations,  that 
"  t.'iis  government  [meaning  the  British  government]  has 
not  any  rig  tt  to  force  defence  with  its  maintenance  up- 
on him"  [the  nabob;]  and  he  did  thus  not  only  avowedly 
aggrandize  the  Maiiratla  state,  and  weaken  the  defence 
U|)on  the  froitticr,  but  did  as  avowedly  detain  their  cap- 
tain general  in  force  on  that  very  frontier;  notwithstand- 
ing lie  was  well  apprized  that  they  had  designs  against 
those  dependent  territories  of  Oude,  which  they  had  with 
diiBculty  t>een  |)ersuaded  even  in  appearance  to  include 
in  the  treaty  of  peace ;  and  that  they  have  never  renoun- 
ced their  claims  upon  certain  large  and  valuable  portions 
of  tiiem,  and  have  shown  evident  signs  of  their  intentions, 
on  tlje  first  opportunity,  of  asserting  and  enforcing  them. 
And,  finally,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction 
to  sundry  declarations  of  his  own  concerning  the  necea* 
sity  of  curbing  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  to  the 
principle  of  sundry  measures  undertaken  by  himself  pro- 
fessedly for  that  purpose,  and  to  the  sense  of  the  house 
of  commons,  expressed  iu  their  resolution  of  2iSth  May, 
17J;2,  against  any  measures,  that  tended  to  unite  the  dan- 
gerous j)owers  of  the  Mahratta  empire  under  one  active 
command,  has  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  company 
f hat|  *<  while  Scindia  Jiveii;  evtrjr  asces^ion  ojt  territory 
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obtained  bj  him  will  be  an  advantage  to  to  this  [the  Bri- 
tish] government  ;*'  which,  if  it  was  true  as  respecting 
the  personal  dispositions  of  Scindia,  which  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe,  yet  it  was  highly  criminal  to  establish 
«  pewer  in  the  Mahrattas,  which  must  sur\'ive  the  man, 
in  confidence  of  whose  personal  dispositions  a  power  more 
than  personal  was  given,  and  which  may  hereafter  fall 
into  hands  disposed  to  make  a  more  hostile  use  of  it. 

XXII. 

That  in  consequence  of  all  the  before  recited  intrigues, 
the  mogul  emperor  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas, 
he  the  said  mogul  has  been  obliged  to  declare  the  head 
of  the  Mahratta  state  to  t>e  vicegerent  of  the  mogul  em- 

Sire,  an  authority>  which  supersedes  that  of  vizier,  and 
an  thereby  consolidated  in  the  Mahratta  state  ail  the 
powers  acknowledged  to  be  of  legal  authority  in  India ; 
in  consequence  of  which  they  have  acquired,  and  have 
actually  already  attempted  to  use,  the  said  claims  of  ge* 
oeral  superiority  against  the  company  itself;  the  Mah- 
rattas  claiming  a  right  in  themselves  to  a  fourth  part  of 
the  revenues  of  all  the  province's  in  the  company's  pos- 
session, and  claiming  in  right  of  tlie  mogul  the  tribute 
due  to  him ;  by  which  actings  and  doing?  the  said  Has- 
tings has  to  the  best  of  his  power  brought  the  British 
provinces  in  India  into  a  dependence  on  the  Mahratta 
state ;  and  in  order  to  add  to  the  aforesaid  enormous 
claims  a  proportioned  force,  he  did  never  cease,  during 
his  stay  in  India,  to  contrive  the  means  for  its  increase:* 
for  it  is  of  public  notoriety,  that  one  great  object  of  the 
Mahratta  policy  is  to  unite  under  their  dominion  the 
nation  or  religious  sect  of  the  seiks,  who,  being  a  people 
abounding  with  soldiers,  and  possessing  large  territories, 
would  extend  the  Mahratta  power  over  the  whole  of  the 
vast  countries  to  the  north-west  of  India. 

XXIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  further  to  augment 
the  power  of  the  said  Mahrattas,  and  to  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  British  possessions,  having  establit»hed  in 
force  the  said  Mahrattas  on  the  frontier,  as  afore  recited, 
and  finding  the  council  general  averse  in  that  situation 
to  the  withdrawiiq;  the  British  forces  therefromi  and  for 
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diabandiog  tbem  to  the  extent  required  by  the  said  Hav* 
tings,  did  in  a  minute  of  the  4th  December,  1784,  after 
bating  a  supposition,  that,  contrary  to  his  opinion,  the 
aaid  troops  should  not  be  reduced,  propose  to  employ 
them  uncfer  the  command  of  the  mogul's  son,  then  under 
the  influence  of  the  Mahrattas,  in  a  war  against  the  afore* 
•aid  people  or  religious  sect  called  seiks,  defending  the 
aame  on  the  following  principles:  *^I  feel  the  sense  o£ 
an  obligation  imposed  on  me  by  the  supposition  I  have 
made  to  stale  a  mode  of  rendering  tue  detachment  of  use 
in  its  prescribed  station,  and  of  afibrdiag  the  appearance 
of  a  cause  for  its  retealion/' 

XXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  admit,  that  there  wia  no 
present  danger  to  the  company's  {xissessions  from  that 
nation,  which  could  justify  him  in  such  a  war,  as  he  had 
declared  that  the  Mahrattas  were  the  onlif  power  that 
bordered  on  the  company *s  possessions  and  those  of  th^ 
vizier ;  but  he  did  assign,  as  a  reason  for  going  to  war 
with  them,  their  military  and  enthusiastic  spirit ;  th6 
hardiness  of  their  natural  constitution  ;  ttie  dangers  which 
might  arise  from  them  in  some  future  time,  if  they  siiould 
ever  happen  to  be  united  under  one  head,  they  existing 
at  present  in  a  state  little  diflerent  from  anarchy ;  and 
lie  did  predict  great  danger  from  them  and  at  no  very 
remote  period,  ^^  if  this  people  be  permitted  to  grow  into 
maturity  without  interruption.''  And  though  he  doth  pre- 
tend, that  the  solicitations  of  the  heir  apparent  of  the 
mogul,  who,  he  says,  did  repeatedly  and  earnestly  solicit 
him  to  obtain  the  permission  to  use  the  company's  troopi^ 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  had  wei^t  with  ntm ;  yet  ba 
doth  declare,  as  he  expresses  himself  in  the  minute  afore- 
said, that  ''  a  stronger  impulse^  arising  from  the  hope  o( 
blasting  the  growth  o( a  generation,  whose  strength  miWit 
become  fataf  to  our  own,  strongly  pleaded  in  my  mini 
for  supporting  his  wishes. 

XXV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  forcibly  recooot- 
mending  the  plan  aforesaid,  did  state  strong  objectiorttt, 
that  did,  *'in  bis  judgment>  outweigh  the  advantages, 

V(Hi.  VI,  (    ^8    1 
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which  might  arise  from  a  compliance  with  it"  Tet  the 
said  Hastings,  being  determined  to  pursue  his  scheme 
for  aggrandizing«  at  anj  rate,  the  Mahratta  power,  ia 
whose  adult  growth,  and  the  recent  effects  of  it,  he  could 
see  no  danger,  did  pursue  the  design  of  war  againat  a 
nation  or  sect  of  religion  in  its  infancy,  from  whom  he 
had  received  no  injury,  and  in  whose  present  state  of  go- 
Ternment  he  did  not  apprehend  any  mischief  whatsoever : 
and  finding  the  council  fixed  and  determined  on  not  dis- 
imnding  the  frontier  regiments,  and  thinking  that  therein 
he  had  found  an  advantage,  he  did  ground  thereon  the 
following  proposition : 

*^It  the  expense  [of  the  frontier  troops]  is  to  be  con- 
tinned,  it  may  be  surely  better  continuea  for  some  nsefd 
puroose,  than  to  keep  up  the  parade  of  a  great  militaiy 
corps,  designed  merely  to  lie  inactive  in  its  quarters. 
On  this  ground,  therefore,  and  on  the  supposition  pre- 
mised, I  revert  to  my  original  sentiments  in  favour  of  the 
prince's  plan ;  but  as  this  will  require  some  qualificatioa 
in  the  execution  of  it,  I  will  state  my  recommendation  of 
H  in  the  terms  of  a  proposition,  viz.  That  if  it  shall  be 
the  resolution  of  the  board  to  continue  the  detachment 
DOW  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sir  John  Gumming 
at  Farruckabad ;  and  if  the  prince  Mirza  Jebander  Shah 
shall  apply,  tviih  Uie  auihority  of  the  king  and  the  con- 
•:urrence  of  Madajee  Scindiuj  for  the  assistance  of  an 
English  military  force  to  act  in  conjunction  with  him, 
to  expel  the  seiks  from  the  territories,  of  which  they 
have  lately  possessed  themselves  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Delhi,  it  may  be  granted,  and  such  a  portion  of  the  said 
detachment  allotted  to  that  service  as  shall  be  hereafter 
judged  adequate  to  it." 

XXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  pr^ 
.posal,  endeavour  to  circumvent  and  overreach  the  coun- 
cil general,  by  converting  an  apparent  and  literal  com- 
pliance^ with  their  resolution  into  a  real  and  substantial 
opposition  to  and  disappointment  thereof.  For  his  first 
proposal  was  to  withdraw  the  company's  troops  from  the 
vizier's  country  on  the  pretence  of  relieving  him  from  the 
burden  of  that  establishment,  but  in  reality  with  a  view 
of  facilitating  the  Mahratta  pretensions  on  that  province, 
which  would  then  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  defence* 
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And  wIieD  tbe  council  rejected  the  said  proposal,  on  the 
express  ground  of  danger  to  tbe  province  by  withdraw*, 
ing  from  the  Mahrattas  the  restraint  of  our  troops,  the 
said  Hastings,  finding  his  first  scheme  in  favour  of  the 
Mahrattas  against  the  provinces  dependent  on  the  com- 
pany defeated  by  the  refusal  of  the  council  to  concur  in 
the  said  measure  of  withdrawing  the  troops,  did  then  eu; 
deavour  to  obtain  the  same  purpose  in  a  difierent  way; 
and  instead  of  leaving  the  troops,  according  to  the  in- 
tention and  policy  of  the  council,  as  a  check  to  the  am- 
bition and  progress  of  the  Mahrattas,  he  proposed  to 
employ  them  in  the  actual  furtherance  of  those  schemes 
of  aggrandizement,  of  which  his  colleagues  were  jealous, 
and  which  it  was  the  object  of  their  resolution  to  coun- 
t^ract. 

XXVII. 

That  in  the  whole  of  tbe  letters,  negotiations,  propo* 
sals,  and  projects  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  relative 
to  tbe  mogul,  he  did  appear  to  pursue  but  one  object, 
namely,  the  aggrandizement  of  the  lately  hostile  and  al- 
ways dangerous  power  of  the  Mahrattas ;  and  did  pursue 
the  same  by  means  highly  dishonourable  to  the  British 
character  for  honour,  justice,  candour,  plain  dealing,  mt-/ 
deration,  and  humanity. 
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XIX.  LIBEL  ON  THE  COURT  OP 

DIRECTORS, 


That  Warren  HaBtiDgi,  Esquire,  wwsh  chiring  Ijim 
wbole  Qf  the  jear  1783>  a  servant  of  the  East  India 
coaii>anj^  and  was  bound  by  the  duties  of  that  relation^ 
not  only  tp  yield  obedience  to  the  ordera  of  the  court  ef 
directors^  bpt  tp  giFc  to  the  whole  of  their  service  aa 
example  of  subpussion,  reverence,  and  respect  to  their 
aulbority ;  and  tiiat  if  they  shouM,  in  the  course  of  their 
duty,  call  ^1  question  any  part  of  his  conduct,  he  was 
bound  to  conduct  his  defence  with  temper  ^nd  decency  ^ 
mnd  while  hi^  conduct  was  under  their  consideration,  it 
was  not  allowable  to.  print  and  pul;ilfib  any  of  his  letters, 
to  them,  Without  their  consent  ^-st  had  and  obtained  ; 
and  he  was  bound  bj  the  same  principles  of  diity,  eoh 
forced  by  still  more  cpgent  reasonat,  to  observe,  in  a  pa- 

Er  intended  for  publication,  great  o^esty  and  modera^ 
m,  and  to  treat  the  said  court  o(  directojrs,  his  lawful 
loasters,  with  respect. 

II. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  print  and  pufa^ 
)ish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  and  published,  at  Calcutta  hx 
Bengal,  the  narrative  of  his  transactions  at  Benares,  iq 
a  letter  written  at  that  place,  without  leave  had  of  tbe 
court  of  directors,  in  order  to  preoccupy  the  judgment 
of  the  servants  in  that  settlement,  and  to  gain  from  tbent 
a  factious  countenance  and  support,  previous  to  the  judg- 
ment and  opinion  of  the  court  of  directorsi  hia  lawful 
superiors. 

m. 

That  the  court  of  directors  having  come  to  cartam 
resolutions  of  fact  relative  to  the  engagements  subsisting 
lietween  them  and  the  rajah  of  Benares,  and  the  maaner 
io^  which  the  wa^had  beea  fulfilled  on  the  part  ot  ib^ 
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jMdhf  did,  in  the  fifth  reaolutioiiy  which  was  partly  a  re* 
aoiutioD  oif  opinioDy  declare  as  follows :  **  That  it  appears 
to  this  court  taat  the  conduct  of  the  governor  general 
towards  the  rajah  whilst  he  was  at  Benares,  was  impro- 
per ;  and  that  the  imprisonment  of  his  person,  thereby 
disgracing  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  and  others, 
was  unwarrantable  and  highly  impolitic,  and  may  tend  to 
weaken  the  confidence,  which  the  native  princes  of  India 
ought  to  have  in  the  justice  and  moderation  of  the  com* 
paoy's  government." 

IV. 

That  the  said  resolutions  being  transmitted  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did 
write,  and  cause  to  be  printed  and  published,  a  certain 
false,  insolent,  malicious,  and  seditious  libel,  purporting 
to  be  a  letter  from  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  tho 
court  of  directors,  dated  Fort  William,  ^th  of  March, 
1783,  ^*  calculated  [as  the  directors  truly  aflSrm]  to  bring 
contempt,  as  well  as  an  odium,  oo  the  court  of  directors 
for  their  conduct  on  that  occasion ;"  and  the  said  liber 
had  a  direct  tendency  to  excite  a  spirit  of  disobediencQ 
to  the  lawful  government  of  this  nation  in  India  through 
all  ranks  of  their  service. 

V. 

That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  among  other  in- 
solent and  contumacious  charges  and  aspersions  on  the 
court  of  directors,  did  address  them  in  the  printed  letter 
aforesaid,  as  follows :— -I  deny  that  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  wai| 
a  native  nrince  of  India-  Cheit  Sing  is  the  son  of  a  col- 
lector ol  the  revenue  of  that  province,  which  his  arts^ 
and  the  misfortunes  of  his  master,  enabled  him  to  con* 
vert  to  a  permanent  and  hereditary  possession.  This  man^ 
whom  yoti  have  thus  ranked  among  the  princes  of  Indiai^ 
will  be  astonished,  when  he  hears  it,  at  an  elevation  so 
unlocked  for ;  nor  less  at  the  independent  rights  which 
your  commands  have  ass^ned  him ;  rights,  which  are 
so  foreign  to  hia  conceptions^  that  I  doubt  whether  he 
fvill  know  in  what  language  to  assert  them^  unless  the 
example  which  you  have  thought  U  consistent  with  jus^ 
tice^  however  opposite  to  policy^  to  show^  of  becoming  his 
advocates  against  your  own  wierests  should  inspire  anv 
pf  ffour  own  servants  to  be  hieadtisere  tmid  in^fmctofSr 
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And  he  did  further,  to  bring  into  contempt  the  aotbofir 
ty  of  the  company,  and  to  excite  a  resistance  to  their 
lawful  orders,  frame  a  supposition,  that  the  court  of  di- 
rectors had  intended  the  restoration  of  the  rajah  of  Be- 
nares  ;  and  on  that  ground  did  presume  in  the  said  libel 
to  calumniate,  in  disrespectful  and  contumelious  terms, 
the  policy  of  the  court  of  directors,  as  well  as  the  per- 
son whom  he  did  conceive  to  be  the  object  of  their  pro- 
tection, as  followeth : — Of  the  consequences  of  such  a 
policy  I  forbear  to  speak.  Most  happily^  the  nrelchj 
whose  hopes  may  be  excited  by  tlie  appearances  in  his  fa- 
ff our  ^  is  ill  qualified  to  avail  himself  of  ihemy  and  the 
force^  which  is  stationed  in  the  province  of  BenareSf  is 
st^ient  to  suppress  any  symptom^s  of  internal  sedition; 
but  it  cannot  fail  to  create  distrust  and  suspense  in  the 
minds  both  of  the  rulers  and  of  the  people,  and  such  a 
state  is  a1wa3r8  productive  of  disorder.  But  it  is  not  in 
this  partial  consideration  that  I  dread  the  effects  of  your 
commands ;  it  is  in  your  proclaimed  indisposition  against 
the  first  executive  member  of  your  first  government  in 
India.  I  almost  siiudder  at  the  reflection  of  what  might 
have  happened,  had  tliese  denunciations  against  your  own 
minister,  in  favour  of  a  man  universally  considered,  ia 
this  part  of  the  world,  as  justly  attainted  for  his  crimes, 
the  murderer  of  your  servants  and  soldiers,  and  the  re- 
-bel  to  your  authority,  arrived  two  months  earlier." 

VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  also  presume  to 
censure  and  asperse  the  court  of  directors  for  the  mo- 
derate terms  in  which  they  had  expressed  their  displea- 
sure against  him,  as  putting  him  under  the  necessity  of 
stating  in  his  defence  a  strong  accusation  against  himself; 
and  as  implying  in  the  said  court  a  consciousness  that  he 
was  not  guilty  of  the  offences  charged  upon  him,  being, 
as  he  asserts,  in  the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  directors, 
"arraigned  and  prejudged  of  a  violation  of  ntUional 
faith  in  acts  ofsiuh  complicated  agip-avation^  that,  if  they 
were  true,  no  punishment  SHORT  OF  DEATH  could 
atone  for  the  injury  which  the  interest  and  credit  of  the 
public  had  sustained  in  them;"  and  he  did  therefore 
censure  the  said  court  for  applying  no  stronger,  or  more 
criminating  epithets,  than  those  of  "improper,  unwar- 
rantable, and  highly  impolitic/'  to  an  offence  so  by  th^n 
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charged,  and  by  him  described.  And  though  it  be  true 
that  the  expressions  aforesaid,  are  much  too  reserved 
for  the  purpose  of  duly  characterizing  the  offences  of 
the  said  Hastings,  yet  was  it  in  him  most  indecent  to  li* 
bel  tJie  court  of  directors  for  the  same ;  and  his  implica* 
lion,  from  the  tenderness  of  the  epithets  and  descrip- 
tions aforesaid  used  towards  him,  was  not  only  indecent, 
but  ungrounded,  malicious,  and  scandalous;  he  having 
himself  highly,  though  truly,  aggravated  "  the  charge  of 
the  injuries  done  by  him  to  the  rajah  of  Benares,*'  in  or<- 
der  to  bring  the  said  directors  into  contempt  and  suspi- 
cion ;  the  paragraphs  in  the  said  libel  being  as  follow : 
^^  Here  I  must  crave  leave  to  say,  that  the  terms  f  im- 
proper, unwarrantable,  and  highly  impolitic,'  are  much 
too  gentle,  as  deductions  from  such  premises ;  and  as 
every  reader  of  the  latter  will  obviously  feel,  as  be  reads, 
the  deductions,  which  inevitably  belong  to  them,  I  will 
add,  that  the  strict  performance  of  solemn  engagements 
on  one  part  followed  by  acts  directly  subversive  of  them, 
and  by  total  dispossession  on  the  other,  stamps  on  the 
perpetrators  of  the  latter  the  guilt  of  the  greatest  pos- 
sible violation  of  faith  and  justice."  '^  There  is  an  ap- 
pearance of  tenderness  in  this  deviation  from  plain  con- 
struction, of  which,  however  meant,  I  have  a  riglit  to 
complain ;  because  it  imposes  on  me  the  necessity  of  fra- 
ming the  terms  of  the  accusation  against  myself,  which 
you  have  only  not  made,  but  have  stated  the  leading  ar- 
guments to  it  so  strongly,  that  no  one  who  reads  these 
4MLn  avoid  making  it,  or  not  kiww  U  to  have  been  in- 
tended." 

vir. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  being  well  aware  that  hisowu 
declarations  did  contaiu  the  clearest  condemnation  of 
his  own  conduct  from  his  own  pen,  did,  in  the  said  libel, 
attempt  to  overturn,  frustrate,  and  render  of  noneeflfect, 
all  the  proofs  to  be  given  of  prevarication,  contradiction, 
and  of  opposition  of  action  to  principle,  which  can  be 
used  against  men  in  public  trust,  and  did  contend  that  the 
same  could  not  be  used  against  him ;  and  as  if  false  asser- 
tions could  be  justified  by  Gictious  motives,  he  did  en- 
deavour to  do  away  the  authority  of  his  own  deliberate 
recorded  declarations,  entered  by  him  in  writing  on  the 
tipuQcil  books  of  the  presidency ;  for,  after  asserting,  but 
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not  attemptif^  to  provef  that  hb  declaratiom  were  eoH* 
•ntent  with  ius  Gondoct,  be  writea  in  the  said  libel  aa  fol- 
Iowa:  for  ^  were  it  otherwise,  thej  were  not  to  be  made 
the  lilies  of  my  conduct ;  and  God  forbid  that  erer  ex^ 
|ireaaioD  dictated  bj  the  impulse  of  present  emergencyt 
and  unpremeditatedly  ottered  id  the  heat  of  party  contei> 
lion,  should  impose  upon  me  theobligationca  a  (ixed  prin- 
ciple, and  be  applied  to  every  variable  occasion.*' 

VIII. 

That  the  said  Hasting^^  io  order  to  draw  the  lawful  de» 
pendence  of  the  aervants  of  the  company  from  the  court 
of  directors  to  a  factious  dependence  on  himself,  did,  io 
the  libel  aforesaid,  treat  the  acts  and  appointmeats  of 
their  undoubted  authority,  when  exercised  in  (^position 
to  his  arbitrary  will,  as  ruinous  to  their  affairs,  io  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  <*  It  is  as  well  known  to  the  Indian  world, 
as  to  the  court  of  English  proprietors,  that  the  first  de^ 
claratory  instruments  of  the  dissolution  of  my  influence^ 
in  the  year  1774,  were  Mr.  John  Bristow  and  Mr.  Fran- 
cis Fowke.  By  your  ancient  and  known  constitution  the 
governor  has  been  ever  held  forth,  and  understood  to 
possess  the  ostensible  powers  of  government ;  all  the 
correspondence  with  foreign  princes  is  conducted  in  bis 
name ;  and  every  person  resident  with  them  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  your  political  concerns  is  understood  to  be 
more  especially  his  representative,  and  of  his  choice ; 
and  such  ought  to  be  the  rule ;  for  how  otherwise  can 
they  trust  an  agent,  nominated  against  the  will  of  his  prin^ 
cipal  ?  When  the  stale  of  this  administration  was  such  as 
seemed  to  admit  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bristow  to 
the  residency  of  Lucknow  without  much  diminution  of 
mjf  own  influence,  I  gladly  seized  the  occasion  to  show 
my  readiness  to  submit  to  your  commands :  I  proposed 
his  nomination ;  he  was  nominated^  and  declared  to  be 
the  agent  of  my  own  choice.  Even  this  effect  of  my 
caution  is  defeated  by  your  absolute  commandfor  kis  re- 
appointment  independent  ofme^  atkd  with  the  supposition 
that  I  should  be  adverse  to  it.  I  am  now  wholly  deprived 
of  my  official  powers,  both  in  the  province  of  Oude,  an4 
in  thexemindary  of  Benares.'' 


AOAlIfST  WARRUr  EAStlKOS.  M^' 

IX. 

I'hat,  further  to  emancipate  ot^en  and  hioiielf  firoon ; 
doe  obedience  to  the  court  of  directorB,  he  did,  in  tbft 
libel  aforeaaid,  enhance  his  serricea ;  whichi  withovt  ape^  '- 
cification  or  proof,  be  did  auppoae  in  the  aaid  libel  to  bo 
iin|iortant  and  valuable,  by  representing  them  aa  don« 
under  their  displeasure ;  and  doth  attribute  hia  not  hhih 
ing  done  more  to  their  opposition,  an  followeth :  ^<  It  ia 
now  a  complete  period  of  eleven  yeara  since  I  first  r^ 
ceived  the  first  nominal  charge  of  your  afiairs ;  in  the 
course  of  it  I  have  invariabljf  bad  to  contend,  not  with 
ordinary  difficulties,  but  such  aa  OKMt  Ufuta/tirai/y  arose 
from  ike  apposition  of  those  very  powers  from  which  f 
primnrily  derived  my  ati/Aori/y,  oiid  which  were  required 
for  the  support  of  it.  My  exertions,  though  applied  to 
an  unvaried  and  consistent  line  of  action,  have  been  ocr 
casional  and  desultory ;  yet  I  please  myself  with  th^ 
hope,  that  in  the  annals  of  your  dominion,  which  shall  be 
written  after  the  extinction  of  recent  prejudices,  this 
term  of  its  administration  will  appear  not  the  least  coik 
ducive  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  nor  the  least  re- 
flective of  the  honour  of  the  British  name ;  and  allow  me, 
to  suggest  the  instructive  reflection  of  wIkU  good  might 
have  been  done^  and  what  evil  prevented^  had  dtie  support 
been  given  to  that  adminisfratioHj  which  has  perform/ed 
such  eminent  and  substantial  services  without  it.^* 

And  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  render  the  authority 
of  the  said  court  perfectly  contemptible, doth,  in  a  strain 
of  exultation  for  his  having  escaped  out  of  a  measure  in 
which,  by  his  guilt,  he  had  involved  the  company  in  a 
ruinous  war,  and  out  of  which  it  had  escaped  by  a  sncri* 
fice  of  almost  all  the  territories  before  acquired  (from 
that  enemy  which  be  had  made)  either  by  war,  or  former 
treaties,  and  by  the  abandoning  the  company's  allies  to 
their  mercy,  attribute  the  said  supposed  services  to  his 
acting  in  such  a  manner  as  had  on  former  occasions  excited 
their  displeasure,  in  the  following  words : 

^<  Pardon,  honourable  sirs,  this  digressive  exultation ;  I 
<annot  suppress  the  pr'ide  which  I  feel  in  this  successful 
achievement  of  a  measure  so  fortunate  foryoor  interests 
and  the  national  honour ;  for  that  pride  is  the  source  of 
my  zeal,  so  frequently  exerted  in  your  support,  and  ne- 
ver more  happily  than  19  those  instances  in  which  I  have 

VOL  IV.  [  ^^  ] 
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XX.  MAHRATTA  WAR,  AND  f EACEL 


I. 


■I 


That  by  an  act  passed  in  mSy  it  was  expresslj  or- 
dered  and  provided, ''  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for 
lusy  president  and  council  at  Madras,  Bombay,  or  Ben- 
coiolen,  for  the  time  being,  to  make  any  orders  for  com- 
mencing hostilities,  or  declaring  or  making  war  against 
any  Indian  princes  or  powers,  or  for  negotiating  or  con- 
cluding any  treaty  of  peace,  or  other  treaty,  with  any  such 
Indian  princes  or  powers,  without  the  consent  and  appro- 
bation of  the  governor  general  and  council  6rst  bad  and 
obtained^  except  ia  such  cases  of  imminent  necessUjf  aa 
HOttld  render  it  dangerous  to  postpone  such  hostilities  or 
treaties  until  the  orders  from  the  governor  general  and 
eouocil  might  arrive.'*  That  nevertheless  the  president 
and  council  of  Bombay  did,  in  December,  1774,  without 
the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  governor  general  and 
CMncil  of  Fort  William,  and  in  the  midst  of  profound 
peace,  commence  an  unjust  and  unprovoked  war  against 
the  Mahratta  government;  did  conclude  a  treaty  with  a 
certain  person,  a  fugitive  from  that  government,  and  pro- 
fcribed  bv  it,  named  Ragouaut  Row,  or  Ragoba ;  and  did* 
tinder  various  base  and  treacherous  pretences,  invade  and 
conquer  the  island  of  Salsette,  belonging  to  the  Mahratta. 
government. 

11. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  6rst  advices  received 
in  Bengal  of  the  above  transactions,  did  condemn  the  same 
in  the  strongeat  terms;  declaring  that  "  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  had  a  tendency  to 
a  very  extensive  and  indefinite  scene  of  troubles ;  and  tliat 
their  conduct  was  unseasonable,  impolitic,  unjust,  and  un- 
authorized." And  the  governor  general  and  council,  in 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  said  unjust  hostilities,  did  ap- 
point an  ambassador  to  the  peshwa,  or  chief  of  the  Maor 
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raita  8Ute>  re«id«Dt  at  Poooa ;  add  the  aaid  ambassador 
dkit  aft«r  a  long  uegotiatiiHiy  conclude  a  deCuiitive  treaty 
of  peace  witii  tbe  said  pcat^wa  on  terms  higlily  benoun* 
ble  and  beneficial  to, tbe  liia^t  India  compaiijr,  wbo  by 
tbe  said  treaty  obtained lrom,ibe  Mahrattasa  cession  of 
considerable  tracts  of  ciNiatry,  the  Mahralta  share  of 
tbe  city  of  Broacbi  Iwetre  latks  of  rupees  ibr  the  expes* 
sea  of  the  said  unjust  war,  and  particularly  the  iaiaod  of 
Saiaettey  of  which  the  presidency  of  Bombay  had  pos- 
Sesaed  themselves  by  surprise  and  treachery ;  that  in  re- 
turn for  these  extraordinary  concessions,  the  .art idea 
principally  insisted  on  by  the  Mahrattas,  with  a-  view  to 
their  own. future  tranquillity  and  internal  qoiet,  were,  that 
no  aasUtance  should  be  givtfi  to  any  subjtci  or  servant 
f^the  peskanoy  that  should  cause  disturbances  or  rebellion, 
in  the  Mahratta  dominions^  and  particularly  that  tiie 
English  should  not  assist  Rt^naut  Row,  to  whom  thA 
Mahrattas  agreed  to  allow  five  lacks  of  rupees  a  year,  op 
a  Jagbyre  to  that  amount,  and  that  he  should  reside  at 
Benares;  that,  nevertheless,  the  presidency  of  Bombay 
did  receive  and  keep  Ragonaut  Row  at  Bombay,  did  fur- 
nish him  with  a  consideiable  establishment,  and  continue 
to  carry  on  secret  intrigues  and  negotiations  with  hi.ii, 
thereby  giving  just  ground  of  jealousy  and  distrust  to  the 
Mahratta  state :  that  the  late  Colonel  John  Upton,  by 
whom  the  treaty  of  Pooninder  was  negotiated  and  con- 
cluded, did  declare  to  the  governor  general  and  council, 
*<  that  while  Ragonaut  Row  resides  at  Bombay,  in  ex- 
pectation of  t>elng  supported,  the  ministers  can  place  no 
confidence  in  the  council  there ;  which  must  now  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  greatest  inconveniences,  and  perhaps,  in 
the  end,  of  fatal  consequences. '^  Tliat  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  concurring  with  his  council,  which  then  con- 
sisted of  Sir  John  Clavering,  Richard  Barweli,  and  Philip 
Francis,  Esquires,  did,  on  the  18th  of  August,  1777,  de- 
clare to  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  that  ^'  he  could  see 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  presence  of  Ragoba  at  Bom- 
bay would  continue  to  be  an  insuperable  bar  to  the 
completion  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Mahratta 
government,  nor  could  any  sincere  cordiality  arid  good 
understanding  be  establbhed  with  them,  as  long  as  be 
should  ap|jear  to  derive  encouragement  and  support  from 
the  Eoglbh."  That  Sir  John  Clavering  died  soon 
after,  and  that  the  late  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  suc- 
ceeded to  a  seat  in  the  supreme  council*    That,  on 
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the  29th  of  January,  1778,  the  governor  gefieral  and 
council  reoeived  a  letter  from  the  presidency  of  Bom-' 
bayv  dated  12th  December,  1777,  in  which  they  declared^ 
**  that  they  had  agreed  to  give  encouragement  to  a  par- 
ijf  formed  In  Ragoba's  favour,  anil  "flattered  themaelvaes 
they  ahould^aneet  with  the  hearty  cencurrence  of  the  go>* 
Ternor  general  and  council  in  the'ineaaurea  they  migfat 
be  obliged  to  poreue  in  consequence."  That  t4io  pwiy 
so  described  was  iaid  to  consist  of  four  principal  penoM 
in  the  Mahrarta  state,  on  whose  part  some  averiure$  had 
been  made  to  Mr.  William  Ijewis,  the  resident'  of  Bom- 
bay, at  Poona,/or  the  assistance  of  the  company  tobrimg 
ilagoba  to  Poofia*  That  the  said  Warren  Hastiof^ 
immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  preceding  advices,  did 
propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  by  mean»of  his  casting; 
voice,  and  against  the  remonstrances,  arguments,  and 
solemn  protest  of  two  members  of  the  supreme  council, 
that  the  sanction  of  that  government  should  be  given  to 
the  plan  which  the  president  and  council  of  Bombay  bad 
agreed  to  form  with  the  Mahratta  government ;  and  also* 
that  a  supply  of  money  {to  the  amount  of  ten  lacks  of 
rupees)  should  be  immediately  granted  to  the  president 
and  council  of  Bombay  for  the  support  of  their  engagt^ 
ments  above  mentioned;  and  also,'  that  a  military  force 
should  be  sent  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay.  That,  ia 
defence  of  these  resolutions,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  falsely  pretend  and  affirm,  ^*  that  the  resolution  ofthe 
presidency  of  Bombay  was  formed  on  such  a  case  of  tm« 
minent  necessity^  as  would  have  rendered  it  dangerous  to 
postpone  the  execution  of  it,  until  the  orders  from  the  go^ 
vernor  general  and  council  might  arrive;  and  that  the 
said  presidency  of  Bombay  were  warranted  by  the  treaty 
of  PoorundcTj  to  join  in  a  plan  for  conducting  Ragonaut 
Row  to  Poona,  on  the  application  of  the  ruling  part  of 
the  Mahratta  state ;"  whereas  the  main  object  of  the  said 
treaty,  on  the  part  of  the  Mahrattaa,  and  to  obtain  which 
they  made  many  important  concessions  to  the  India 
company,  was,  that  the  English  should  withdraw  their 
forces,  and  give  no  assistance  to  BLagoba,  and  that  he 
should  be  excluded  for  ever  from  any  share  in  their  go* 
yernment,  being  a  person  universally  held  in  abhorrenu 
in  the  Mahratta  empire ;  and  if  it  had  been  true  (instead 
qf  being,  as  it  was,  notoriously  false)  that  the  ruling-part 
of  the  administration  of  the  Mahratta  state  solicited  the 
retuni  of  R.agonaut  Row  to  Poona^  his  return,  in  that 
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CMC, -Alight  Iiave  been  effected  by  acts  of  their  own, 
without  the  interposition  of  the-fiogtish  power,  and  with- 
out oar  interference  in  their  affaira.  That  it  waa  the 
special  duty  of  the  aaid  Warren  Hastinga,  derived  from 
a  special  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  power  committed  to 
him  by  parliament,  to  have  restrained,  as  by  law  he  had 
authority  to  do,  the  subordinate  preaideocy  of  Bombay 
from  entering  into  hostilities  with  the  Mahrattas,  or  from 
making  engagements,  the  manifest  tendency  of  which  waa 
to  enter  into  those  hostilities,  and  to  have  put  a  stop  to 
them,  if  any  such  had  been  begun.  That  he  was  bound 
by  the  duty  of  his  oiBce  to  preserve  the  faith  of  the 
British  government,  pledged  in  the  treaty  of  Poorunder, 
inr\'iolate  and  sacred,  as  well  as  by  the  si)ecial  orders  and 
instructions  of  the  East  India  company  io fijc  his  alien- 
Hon  lo  lh§  preserviUioti  of  peace  Ihroughoul  India  ;  all 
which  important  duties  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
wilfully  violate  in  giving  the  sandion  of  the  governor 
general  and  council  to  the  dangerous,  faithless,  and  ill- 
concerted  projects  of  the  president  and  council  of  Bom- 
bay, herein  before  mentioned,  from  which  the  subsequent 
Mahratta  war,  with  all  the  expense,  distress,  and  dis- 
graces, which  have  attended  it,  took  their  commence- 
ment ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  therefore  is 
specially  and  principally  answerable  foi  the  said  war, 
and  for  all  the  consequences  thereof.  Tiiat  in  a  letter, 
dated  the  20th  of  January,  1778,  the  president  and  coun- 
cil of  Bombay  informed  the  governor  general  and  council, 
I  hat,  in  cons»equence  of  later  intelligence  received  from 
Foona,  they  had  iiwnedialely  resolved  thitl  nothini(  fur- 
ther  could  be  done^  unless  Saccarum  Baboo  Ihe  principal 
in  Ihe  lale  Irenly  [of  Poorunder]  joined  in  making  a 
formal  applicuiion  lo  lliem.  That  no  such  application 
was  ever  made  by  tliat  person.  That  the  said  Warreo 
Hastings,  finding  that  all  this  pretended  ground  for  en- 
gaging in  an  invasion  of  the  Mahratta  government  had 
totally  failed,  did  then  pretend  to  give  credit  to,  and  to 
lie  greatly  alarmed  by,  the  suggestions  of  the  president 
and  council  of  Bombay,  that  the  Mahrattas  were  negoti- 
ating with  the  French,  and  had  agreed  to  give  them  the 
port  of  Choul  on  the  Malabar  coast,  and  did  affirm  that 
tlie  French  had  oblained  possession  of  Ihal  porl:  that 
all  these  suggestion  and  assertions  were  false ;  and  if  they 
had  been  true,  would  have  furnished  no  just  occasion  for 
attacking  either  the  Mahrattas,  or  the  Frencbi  with  both 
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of  whom  the  British  nation  was  then  at  peace :  thai  the  wmA 
Warren  Hastings  did  then  propoae^  and  carry  the  follow* 
iog  resolution,  in  council,  a^inst  the  proteat  of  two  meoH 
tiers  thereof^  that,  ^'for  the  purpose  of  granting  yon  [thr 
presidency  of  Bombay]  the  aiost  effectual  support  in  oar 
power,  we  have  resolved  to  assemble  a  strong  miiitary 
torce  near  Calpee,  the  commanding  officer  of  which  is  to 
be  ordered  to  march,  by  the  most  practicable  route,  to 
Bombay,  or  to  such  other  places  as  future  occumncea, 
and  your  directions  to  him  may  render  it  expedient." 
And  with  respect  to  the  steps  said  to  be  taking  fry  iJke 
French  to  obtain  a  settlem^ni  on  the  Malabar  coast,  thcf 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  declare  to  the  presidency  of 
Bombay,  ^Ubat  it  was  the  c^inionof  the  governor  general 
and  council  that  no  time  ought  to  be- lost  iu  forming  and 
carrying  into  execution  such  measures  as  m^ht  most 
efTectually  tend  to  frustrate  such  dangerous  designs;" — 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  therefore,  instead  of 
fixing  his  attention  to  the  preservation  of  peace  through- 
out India,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done,  did  continue 
to  abet,  encourage,  and  support  the  dangerous  projects  of 
the  presidency  of  Bombay,  and  did  thereby  manifest  a. 
determined  intention  to  disturb  the  peace  of  India,  by  the 
unfortunate  success  of  which  intention,  and  by  the  con- 
tinued efforts  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  greatest  part  of 
India  has  been  for  several  years  involved  in  a  bloody  and 
calamitous  .war.  That  both  the  court  of  directors  md 
court  of  proprietors  did  specially  instruct  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  in  all  his  measures,  "  to  make  the  safety 
and  prosperity  of  Bengal  his  principal  object,"  and  did 
lieavily  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  having  em- 
ployed their  troops  at  a  great  distance  from  Bengal  in  a 
war  against  the  Rohillas,  which  the  house  of  commons 
^2«tb  have  pronounced  to  be  iniqvitoiiSy'^  and  did  on  that 
illl!  occasion  expressly  declare,  ^'  that  they  disapproved  of 
Dec.  ^"  ^^^^  distant  expeditions,  as  might  eventually  carry 
/'"^  their  forces  to  any  situation  too  remote  to  admit  of  their 
speedy  and  safe  retuni  to  the  proteclion  of  their  own 
provinces,  in  case  of  emergency."  That  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  nevertheless  ordered  a  detachuient  from 
the  Bengal  wmy  to  cross  the  Jumna,  and  to  proceed 
across  the  peninsula  by  a  circuitous  route  through  the 
diamond  country  of  Bundle  Cund,  and  through  the  do- 
minions of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  situated  in  the  center  of 
/^findoslan,  an(^  did  thereby  strip  the  proviiices  subject 
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10  the  goverDment  of  Fort  WHIiam  of  a  considerable  part 
of  their  established  defence,  and  did  thereby  disobey  the 
general  instructions,  and  positive  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors  (given  upon  occasion  of  a  crime  of  the  same 
Dature  committed  by  the  said  Hastings)  and  was  guilty 
of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  taken  the 
meaaures  herein  before  described  for  supporting  those  of 
the  presidency  of  Bombay,  did,  on  the  23d  of  March, 
177B,  '^invest  the  said  presidency  with  authority  to  form 
a  new  alliance  with  Ragoba,  and  to  engage  with  him  in 
any  scheme  which  they  should  deem  expedient  and  safe 
for  retrieving  his  afikirs."  That  the  said  Hastings  was 
then  in  possession  of  a  letter  from  the  court  of  directors, 
dated  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  containing  a  positive  order 
to  the  presidency  of  Bombay  in  the  following  words: — 
^  Though  tliat  treaty  [meaning  the  treaty  of  Poorundur] 
is  not,  upon  the  whole,  so  agreeable  to  us  as  we  could 
ivish,  still  we  are  resolved  strictly  to  adhere  to  it  on  our 
parts.  You  must  therefore  be  particularly  vigilant  while 
nagoba  is  witli  you,  to  prevent  him  from  forming  any 
nlao  against  what  is  called  the  ministerial  party  at 
Poena ;  and  we  hereby  positively  order  you  not  to  en- 
gage with  him  in  any  scheme  whatever  in  retrieving  h\$ 
aflairs,  without  the  consent  of  the  governor  general  and 
council,  or  tiie  court  of  directors."  That  the  said  Rar 
goba  neither  did  or  could  form  any  plan  for  his  restora- 
tion, but  what  was  and  must  be  against.the  ministerial 
party  at  Poona,  who  held  and  exercised  the  regency  of 
that  state  in  the  infancy  of  the  peshwa ;  and  that,  sup-« 
posing  him  to  have  formed  any  other  scheme^  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Bombay,  for  retrieving  his  affairs^  the  said 
Hastings,  in  giving  a  previous  general  authority  to  the 
presidency  of  Bombay  to  engage  with  Ragoba  in  aftu 
bcheme  for  that  purpose,  without  knowing  what  such 
scheme  might  be,  and  thereby  relinquishing  and  transfer- 
ring to  the  discretion  of  a  subordinate  government  that 
superintendence  and  control  over  all  measures  tending 
to  create  or  provoke  a  war,  which  the  law  had  exclusive* 
ly  vested  in  tiie  governor  general  and  council,  was  guilty 
of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor.  That  thesaid  War- 
ren Hastings,  having  first  declared  that  the  measures  ta- 
ken by  him  were  for  the  support  of  the  engagements 
made  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  in  favour  of  Ra^oba.:^ 
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did  af)tnrard«,  when  it  appeared  (bat  those  oegotialioiis 
were  entirely  laid  aside^  declare  that  his  apprehenaieo 
of  the  consequence  of  a  pretended  intrigVLe  between  the 
Mahrattas  and  the  French,  was  the  sole  motive  of  all  the 
late  measures  taken  for  the  snpport  of  the  presidency  of 
Bombay;  but  that  neither  of  the  preceding  declarations 
contained  the  tme  motiTes  and  objects  of  the  said  Has- 
tings, whose  real  puipose,  as  it  appeared  soon  after,  was 
to  make  use  of  the  superiority  of  (he  British  power  ia 
India,  to  carrj  on  offensive  wars,  and  to  pursue  schenoes 
^  conquest,  impolitic  and  unjust  in  their  design,  ill  con- 
certed in  th^  execution,  and  which,  as  this  house  has  re* 
•olvec|,  have  bronght  great  calamities  on  India j  and  enor- 
mans  expenses  on  the  East  India  company.  That  the- 
paid  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1778,  made 
the  following  declaration  in  council :  **  much  less  can  I 
agree  that  with  such  superior  adFantages,  as  we  pos- 
aes9  over  every  power  which  can  expose  us  we  should 
act  merely  on  thx  dtfensive.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  be 
leally  true  that  the  British  arms  and  influence  have  suf- 
fered so  seyere  a  check  in  the  western  world,  it  is  more 
incumbent  on  those  who  are  charged  with  the  interests 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  east  to  exert  themselves  for  the  re-* 
U'icval  of  the  national  loss.  We  have  the  means  in  oar 
power,  and,  if  they  are  not  frustrated  by  our  own  dis- 
sentions,  I  trust  that  the  event  of  this  expedition  will 
yield  every  advantage,/or  the  attainment  of  which  U  was 
imdertaken.^*  .That,  in  pursuance  of  the  principles 
avowed  in  the  preceding  declaration,  the  said  Warreo 
Hastings,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1778,  did  propose,  and 
carry  it  in  council,  that  an  embassy  should  be  sent  from 
Bengal  to  IVIoodajee  Boosia)  the  rajah  cif  B^rar,  falsely 
asserting  that  the  said  rajah  ^*  was,  by  interest  and  incli- 
nation, likely  to  join  in  an  alliance  with  the  Britisb  go- 
vernment; and  suggesting  that  two  advantages  might  be 
offered  to  him,  as  the  inducements  to  it ;  first,  the  sup- 
port of  his  pretensions  to  the  sovereign  power  [viz.  of 
the  Mahratta  Empire ;]  second,  the  recovery  of  the  cap- 
tures made  on  his  d«)minions  by  Nizam  Ally. '  That  the 
said  Hastings,  having  already  given  full  authority  to  the 
presidency  of  Bombay  to  engage  the  British  faith  to  Ra- 
gonaut  Row,  to  support  him  in  his  pretensions  to  the  go- 
vernment or  to  the  regency  of  the  Mahratta  empire, 
was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  in  proposing 
tsf  eo^e  the  same  British  faith  to  supjiort  Ihe  pretett- 
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«iom  of  aootber  competitor  for  the  wane  object ;  aod 
that  in  ofieriog  to  assist  the  rajah  of  Berar  to  recover  the 
captures  made  on  his  doininiona  bj  the  nizam,  the  said 
Hastings  did  endeavoor,  as  far  ab  depended  on  him,  to 
engage  tlie  British  nation  in  a  most  unjust  and  utterly  un- 
provoked war  against  the  said  nizam,  between  whom  and 
the  East  India  company  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship 
did  then  subsist  unviolated  on  his  part ;  notwithstanding 
the  said  Hastings  well  knew  that  U  made  part  of  the 
East  India  company's  fundamental  policy  to  support  that 
prince  against  the  Mahrattas,  and  to  co^mdw  him  cis  one 
of  the  few  remuining  chiefs  who  were  yd  capable  of  co* 
ping  wUh  the  MahraiiaSy  and  that  it  was  the  company's 
true  interest  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  hinu 
That,  by  holding  out  such  offers  to  the  rajah  of  Benuv 
the  said  Hastings  professed  to  hope  that  the  rajah  wotUd 
ardently  catch  at  the  objects  presented  to  his  ambitiomf 
and  although  the  said  Hastings  did  about  this  time  hf 
it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  th^  is  always  a  gmaUr  air 
vantage  in  receiving  solicitations  than  in  making  mi- 
witices^  he  nevertheless  declared  to  the  said  rajah  that  tn 
the  whole  cf  his  conduct  he  had  departed  from  the  conh 
mon  line  of  policy^  and  had  made  advances  where  oiherk 
in  his  situation  would  have  waited  for  solicitation  i 
that  the  said  unjust  and  dangerous  projects  did  not  taki^ 
effect,  because  the  rajah  of  Berar  refused  to  join  or  be 
concerned  therein ;  yet  so  earnest  was  the  said  Hasting! 
for  the  execution  of  those  projects,  that  in  asubsequent  let^ 
ter  he  daringly  and  treacherously  assured  the  rajah,  ^  that 
if  he  had  accepted  of  the  terms  oflfered  him  by  Colonel 
Ooddard,  and  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  government  of 
Bengal  upon  them,  he  should  have  held  the  obligation  of 
it  superior  to  that  of  any  engagement  formed  by  the  go* 
vernment  of  Bombay,  and  should  have  thought  it  hia  duty 
to  maintain  it,  &c.  against  every  consideration  even  if 
the  most  valuable  interests  and  safety  of  the  English  pot* 
sessions  intrusted  to  his  charge,**    That  all  the  offers  of 
the  said  Hastings  were  rejected  with  slight  and  contempt 
by  the  rajah  of  Berar ;  but  the  same  being  discovered 
and  generally  known  throughout  India  did  fill  the  chief 
of  the  princes  and  states  of  India  with  a  general  suspi^ 
cion  and  distrust  of  the  ambitious  designs  and  treacher* 
OUR  principles  of  the  British  government,  and  with  an 
universal   hatred  of  the  British  nation;  that  ihe  said 
princes  and  states  were  thereby  se  thennqEhly  oee^ 
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Tioced  of  the  ncceasify  of  uniting  amongst  themselves  f# 
oppose  a  power  which  kept  no  faith  with  any  of  them,- 
and  equally  threatened  them  mil,  that,  renouncing  all  for- 
jner  enmities  against  each  other,  thejr  united  In  a  cowir 
jnon  confederacy  against  the  English ;  viz.  the  peshwa, 
as  representative  of  the  Mahratta  state,.,  and  Moodajee 
Boonla,  the  rajah  of  Berar,  that  is,  the  principal  Hindoo 
powers  of  India  on  one  side,  and  Hyder  Ally,  and  the 
nizam  of  the  decan,  that  is,  the  principal  Mahooiedan 
^wers  of  India,  on  the  other;  and  that  in  consequence 
of  this  confederacy  Hyder  Ally  invaded,  overran,  and 
ruined  the  carnatic ;  and  that  Moodajee  Boosia,  instead 
0f  ardeniltf  caichinft  at  the  objects  presented  to  his  mn- 
bilion  by  the  said  Hastings,  sent  an  army  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  jSengal,  which  army  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
was  at  length  forced  to  buy  off  with  twenty-six  lacks  of 
rupees,  or  300,000t.  sterling,  after  a  series  of  negotiations 
vith  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  who  commanded  that  army» 
founded  and  conducted  on  principles  so  dishonourable  to 
the  British  name  and  character,  that  the  secret  commit  - 
tee  of  the  house  of  commons,  by  whom  the  rest  of  the 
proceedings  in  that  business  were  reported  to  the  house, 
havty  upon  dtie  consideration ^  thought  it  proper  to  leave 
eut  the  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Anderson^  viz.  those 
given  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  representative 
of  the  British  ^vernment;  and  concerning  which  the 
said  committee  have  reported  in  the  following  terms: — 
**  The  schemes  of  policy,  by  which  the  governor  general 
Si^ems  to  have  dictated  the  instructions  he  gave  to  Mr. 
Anderson  [the  gentleman  deputed]  will  also  appear  in 
this  document,  as  well  respecting  the  particular  succes* 
sion  to  the  rauje,  as  also  the  mode  of  accommodating  the 
demand  of  Chovty  the  establishment  of  which  was  appa- 
rently the  great  aim  of  Moodajee's  political  manoeuvres, 
while  the  governor  generaPs  wish  to  defeat  it  was  avowed- 
ly more  intent  on  the  removal  of  a  nominal  disgrace, 
than  on  the  anxiety  or  resolution  to  be  freed  from  an 
expensive,  if  an  unavoidable  incumbrance." 

That  while  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings  was  endeavoar- 
ing  to  persuade  the  rajah  of  Berar  to  engage  with  him  in 
a  scheme  to  place  the  said  rajah  at  the  head  of  the  Mah- 
ratta empire,  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  by  virtue  of 
the  powers  specially  vested  in  them  for  that  purpose  by 
the  said  Hastings,  did  really  engage  with  Ragonaut  Row, 
the  other  competitor  for  the  same  object,  and  sent  a 
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ftreat  part  of  their  military  force  established  for  the  de- 
fence of  Bombajy  on  an  expedition  with  Ragooaut  Row, 
to  invade  the  dominions  of  the  peshwa,  and  to  take 
Poona»  the  capital  thereof;  that  this  army  being  surround* 
ed  and  overpowered  by  the  Mahrattas  was  obliged  to  ca« 
pitulate ;  and  then,  through  the  moderation  of  the  Mah* 
rattas,  was  permitted  to  return  quietly,  but  very  dts-^ 
gractftdlv^  to  Bombay.  That,  supposing  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  could  have  been  justmed  in  abandoning  the 
project  of  reinstating  Ragonaut  Row,  which  he  at  first 
authorized,  and  promised  to  support,  and  in  preferring  a. 
scheme  to  place  the  rajah  of  Berar  at  the  head  of  the 
Mahratta  empire,  he  was  bound  by  his  duty,  as  well  as 
in  justice  to  tne  presidency  of  Bombay,  to  give  that  pre- 
sidency timely  notice  of  such  his  intention,  and  to  have 
restrained  them  positively  from  resuming  their  own  pro- 
ject: that,  on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did,  on  the  17th  of  August  1778,  again  authorise  the^ 
said  presidency  '*  to  assist  Ragoba  with  a  military  force 
to  conduct  him  to  Poona,  and  to  establish  him  in  the  re* 
gency  there  ;  and,  so  far  from  communicating  his  change 
of  plan  to  Bombay,  did  keep  it  concealed  from  that  pre- 
sidency:  insomuch  that,  even  so  late  as  the  19th  of  Fe-^ 
bruary,  1779,  William  Hornby,  then  governor  of  Bom- 
bay, declared  in  council  his  total  ignorance  of  the  schemes 
of  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  following  terms:  '^The 
schemes  of  the  governor  general  and  council,  with  re- 
gard to  the  rajali  of  Berar,  being  yet  unknown  to  us^  il  b 
impossible  for  us  to  found  any  measures  on  them ;  yet  I 
cannot  help  now  observing,  that  if,  as  has  been  conjec- 
tured, the  gentlemen  of  that  presidency  have  entertain- 
ed thoughts  of  restoring,  in  his  person,  the  ancient  rajah 
government,  tlie  attempt  seems  likely  to  be  attended  with 
no  small  dilBculty :"  that  whereas  the  said  Warren  Has-* 
tingb  did  repeatedly  affirm,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
su[)port  the  plan  formed  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay 
in  favour  of  Ilagoba,  and  did  repeatedly  authorize  and  en- 
courage them  to  pursue  it,  he  did,  nevertheless,  at  the 
same  time,  in  his  letters  and  declarations  to  the  peshwa, 
to  the  nizam,  and  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  falsely  and  perfi- 
diously affirm,  that  it  never  was  nor  is  designed  by 
the  English  chiefs  to  give  support  to  Ragonaut  Row ; 
that  he,  Hastings,  had  no  idea  of  supporting  Rago- 
naut  Row ;  and  that  the  detachment  he'  had  sent  to 
Bombay  whbs  solely  to  awe  the  French^  wi(h$vi  the  lettst 
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Jlesigii  to  assist  RagonatU  Bow:  that  supposing  it  tv 
have  been  the  sole  prcfessed  inteDtioQ  of  the  said  Has- 
tings, in  sending  an  armj  across  India,  to  protect  Bom- 
bay  against  a  French  invasion,  even  that  pretence  was 
false,  and  used  only  to  cover  the  real  design  of  the  said 
Hastings ;  viz.  to  engage  in  projects  of  war  and  conquest 
with  the  rajah  of  Berar.  That  on  the  1 1  th  of  October, 
1778,  he  informed  the  said  rajah,  ^  that  the  detachment 
would  soon  arrive  in  his  territories,  and  depend  oa  hico, 
Moodajee  Boosla,  for  its  subsequent  operations :"  that 
on  the  7th  of  December,  1778,  the  said  Hastings  revo- 
*^on  l;;ed  the  powers  he  had  before  given  ^  to  the  presidency 
iMh  of  of  Bombay  over  the  detachment,  declaring,  that  the  event 
vem-  of  ColoViel  Goddard's  negotiation  with  the  rajah  of  Berar 
^^'  was  likeli/  to  cause  a  very  speedy  and  essential  change  in 
the  design  and  operations  of  the  detachment;  and  that, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1779,  the  said  Hastings,  imme- 
diately after  receiving  advice  of  the  defeat  of  the  Bom- 
bay army  near  Poona.  and  when  Bombay,  if  at  any  time^ 
particularly  required  to  be  protected  against  a  French 
invasion,  did  declare  in  council,  that  be  wished  far  the 
return  of  the  detachment  to  Berar^  and  dreaded  to  hear 
{f  its  proceeding  to  the  Malabar  coast ;  and  theFefore, 
if  the  said  Hastings  did  not  think  that  Bombay  was  in 
danger  of  being  attacked  by  the  French,  he  was  guilty 
of  repeated  falsehoods  in  affirming  the  contrary,  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  a  criminal  design :  or,  if  be  thought 
that  Bombay  was  immediately  threatened  with  that  dan- 
ger, he  then  was  guilty  of  treachery,  in  ordering  an  army » 
necessary  on  that  suppostion  to  the  immediate  defence 
of  Bombay,  to  halt  in  Berar,  to  depend  on  the  rajah  of 
Berar  for  its  subsequent  operations,  or  on  the  event  of  a 
negotiation  with  that  prince,  which,  as  the  said  Hastings 
declared,  was  likely  to  muse  a  very  speedy  and  essential 
change  in  the  design  and  operations  of  the  detachment ; 
and  finally,  in  declaring  that  he  dreaded  to  hear  of  the 
said  detachment^ s  proceeding  to  the  Malabar  coasts 
whither  he  ought  to  have  ordered  it  to  proceed  without 
delay,  if,  as  he  has  solemnly  affirmed,  it  was  true  that  he 
had  been  told,  by  the  highest  authority^  that  a  powerful 
armament  had  been  prepared  in  France,  the  first  object 
of  which  was  an  attack  upon  Bombay;  and  that  he 
knew,  with  a  moral  certaintyy  that  all  the  powers  of  the 
adjacent  contineiit  were  ready  to  join  the  invasion. 
That  through  the  whole  of  these  transactions  the  said 
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Warren  Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  continued  falsehood, 
fraud,  contradict ion»  and  dnplicity,  highly  dishonourable 
to  the  character  of  the  British  nation ;  that  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  unjust  and  ill-concerted  schemes  of  the 
9aid  Hastings,  the  British  arms,  heretofore  respected  ii^ 
India,  have  suffered  repeated  disgraces,  and  great  cala- 
mities have  been  thereby  brought  upon  India;  and  that 
Ihe  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  well  in  exciting  and  pro- 
moting the  late  unprovoked  and  unjustifiable  war  against 
the  Mahrattas,  as  in  the  conduct  thereof,  has  been  guilty 
of  sundry  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

That  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with 
the  Mahrattas  at  Poorunder  on  the  1st  of  March,  1776, 
the  Mahrattas  gave  up  all  right  and  title  to  the  island  of 
Salsette,  unjustly  taken  from  them  by  the  presidency  of 
Bombay ;  did  also  give  up  to  the  English  company  for 
ever  all  right  and  title  to  their  entire  shares  of  the  city 
and  purgunnah  of  Broach ;  did  also  give  for  ever  to  the 
English  company  a  country  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  reve- 
nue, near  to  Broach ;  and  did  also  agree  to  pay  to  the 
company  twelve  lacks  of  rupees,  in  part  of  the  expenses 
of  ttie  English  army ;  and  that  the  terms  of  the  said 
treaty*  tvere  honourable  and  advantageous  to  tlie  India  •R .<*«<>- 
company.  or  tSe 

That*  Warren  Hastings  having  broken  the  said  treaty,  ^oV 
and  forced  the  Mahrattas  into  another  war,  by  a  repeated  ^^' 
invasion  of  their  country,  and  having  conducted  that  war  ^f^. 
in  the  manner  herein  before  described^  did,  on  the  17tji 
of  May,  1782,  by  the  agency  of  Mr.  David  Anderson^ 
conclude  another  treaty  of  perpetual  friendship  and  al- 
liance with  the  Mahrattas,  by  which  the  said  Hastings 
agreed  to  deliver  up  to  them  all  the  countries,  places, 
cities,  and  forts,  particularly  the  island  of  Bassein  (taken 
from  the  peshwa,  during  the  war)  and  to  relinquish  all 
claim  to  the  country  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  ceded  to 
the  company  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder :  that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  also,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  pri- 
vate and  separate  agreement,  deliver  up  to  Madajce  Scin- 
dia  the  whole  of  the  city  of  Broach ;  that  is,  not  only 
the  share  in  the  said  city,  which  the  India  company  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder,  but  tiic  other  share 
thereof,  which  the  India  Company  possessed  for  several 
years  before  that  treaty ;  and  that,  among  the  reasons 
assigned  by  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  totally  stripping: 
the  Presidency  of  Bombay  of  all  their  possessions  on  tho 
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Malabar  coast,  he  hat  declared  that  <*  from  the  general, 
tenour  of  the  rest  of  the  treaty,  the  settlemeDt  of  Bom- 
bay would  be  in  future  put  on  such  a  footing,  that  it 
might  well  become  a  question  whether  the  possession  of 
an  inconsiderable  territory,  without  forts,  would  not  be 
attended  with  more  loss  than  advantage,  as  it  must  ne* 
cessarily  occasion  considerable  expense,  must  require 
troops  for  its  defence,  and  might  probably  in  the  end 
lead,  as  Scindia  apprehended,  to  a  renewal  of  war." 

Tliat  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  haviig  in  this  man* 
mer  put  an  end  to  a  war  commenced  by  him  without. 
provocation,  and  continued  by  him  witliout  necessity, 
and  liaving  for  that  pur|)03e  made  so  many  sacrifices  to 
the  Malirattas  in  points  of  essential  interest  to  the  India 
company,  did  consent  and  agree  to  other  articles  utterly 
dishonourable  to  the  British  name  and  character,  having 
sacriGced  or  abandoned  every  one  of  their  native  princes, 
who  by  his  solicitations  and  promises  had  been  engaged 
to  lake  part  with  us  in  the  war;  and  that  he  did  so 
without  necessity,  since  it  appears  that  Scindia,  the 
Mahratta  chief,  who  concluded  the  treaty,  in  every  part 
of  his  conduct  manifested  a  hearty  desire  of  establishing 
a  peace  with  us  ;  and  that  this  was  the  disposition  of  all 
the  parties  in  the  Mahratta  confederacy,  who  were  only 
kept  together  by  a  general  dread,  of  their  common  enemy, 
the  English,  and  who  only  waited  for  a  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities with  us  to  return  to  their  habitual  and  |>ermanent 
enmity  against  each  other.  That  the  governor  general 
and  council,  in  their  letter  of  the  dlst  August,  1781^ 
made  the  following  declaration  to  the  court  of  directors: 
<^The  Mahrattas  have  demanded  the  sacrifice  of  the 
person  of  Ragonaut  Row,  the  surrender  of  the  fort  and 
territories  of  Ahmedabad,  and  of  the  fortress  of  Gualior, 
•nJiich  are  not  ours- to  give^  and  which  we  could  net  wrest 
from  the  proprietors^  without  tlie  greatest  violation  of 
public  faiih.  No  state  of  affairs,  in  our  opinions,  could 
warrant  our  acquiescence  to  such  requisition;  and  we 
are  morally  certain,  that  had  we  yielded  to  them,  such  a 
consciousness  of  the  state  of  our  afiairs  would  have  been 
implied,  as  would  have  produced  an  effect  the  very  re- 
verse from  that  for  which  it  was  intended,  by  raising 
the  presumption  of  the  enemy,  to  exact  yet  more  tg-no* 
minious  lernis,  or  perliaps  their  refusal  to  accept  of  any.; 
nor,  in  our  opinion,  would  they  have  failed  to  excite  in 
others  the  same  belief?  and  the  consequent  decisio|i  of 
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aU  parties  agaiost  us,  as  the  natural  consequences  of  our 
decline."  That  the  said  Hastings  himself,  in  his  instruo- 
lions  to  Mr.  David  Anderson,  after  authorizing  him  to 
restore  all  that  he  had  conquered  during  the  war,  ex-* 
presslj  *^  excepted  Ahmedabad,  and  the  territory  con^ 
quered  for  Futty  Sing  Gwicowar."  That  neverthelesa 
the  said  Hastings,  in  the  peace  concluded  by  him,  haa 
yielded  to  every  one  of  the  conditions  reprobated  in  the 
preceding  declarations,  as  Ignominious,  and  incompatible 
with  public  faith. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  abandon  the  rana 
of  Gohud,  in  the  manner  already  charged ;  and  that  the 
said  rana  has  not  only  lost  the  fort  of  Gualior,  but  all  his 
own  country,  and  is  himself  a  prisoner.     That  the  said 
Hastings  did  not  interpose  to  obtain  any  terms  in  favour 
of  the  nabob  of  Bopaul,  who  was  *  with  great  reason  de-  mjn^ 
sirous  of  concealing  from  the  Mahrattas  the  attachment  J^J^ 
/te  had  borne  to  the  Engrlish  governnunt ;  the  said  nabob  sfth  jt- 
having  a  just  dread  of  the  danger  of  being  exposed  to  the  iiwk  * 
resentment  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  no  dependence  on  tho 
faith  and  protection  of  the  English.     That  by  tlie  9th 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Futty  Sing,  it  was  stipulated^ 
that,  when  a  negotiation  for  peace  should  take  place,  hit 
interest  should  be  primarily  considered ;  and  that  Mr. 
David  Anderson,  the  minister  and  representative  of  the, 
governor  general  and  council,  did  declare  to  Scindi% 
that  it  was  indispensably  incumbent  on  us  to  support 
Fntty  Sing's  rights. 

That  nevertheless  every  acqukition  made  for  or  by 
the  said  Futty  Sing,  during  the  war,  particularly /Ae/ort 
and  territories  of  Ahmedabad^  were  given  up  by  the  saidi 
Hastings :  that  Futty  Sing  was  replaced  under  the  8ub« 
iection  of  the  peshwa  (whose  resentment  he  had  provoked 
by  taking  part  with  us  in  the  war)  and  under  an  obliga* 
tion  to  pay  a  tribute,  not  specified,  to  the  peshwa,  and  to 
perform  such  services,  and  to  be  subject  to  such  obedi-^ 
ence,  as  had  long  been  established  and  customary  ;  and 
that,  no  limit  being  fixed  to  such  tribute  or  services,  the 
said  Futty  Sing  has  been  left  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Mahrattas. 

Tliat  with  respect  to  Ragoba,  the  said  Hastings,  ia 
his  instructions  to  Mr.  Anderson,  dated  4tb  of  Novenn* 
ber,  1781,  contented  himself  with  saying,  ^^  We  cannot 
totally  abandon  the  interests  of  Ragooaut  Row.    Bndee^ 
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rour  to  obtaiD  for  him  an  adequate  profisioo."  That  Mr. 
•An-     Anderson  declared  to  Madajee  Scindia,^  ^^  that  aa  we 
Sttwof  had  given  Ragoba  protection  as  an  independent  prince, 
2Jj||^^  and  not  brought  him  into  our  settlement  as  a  prisoner, 
*^  '  we  could  not  in  honour  pretend  to  impose  the  sfnalUst 
restraint  on  his  will>  and  he  must  be  at  liberty  to  g^ 
wherever  he  pleased ;  that  it  roust  rest  with  Sciodia  him- 
self to  prevail  on  him  to  reside  in  his  country ;  all  that 
we  could  do  was  to  /7gT«e,  after  a  reasonable  time,  to 
withdraw  our  protection  from  him^  and  not  to  insist  on 
Hie  payment  of  the  stipend  to  Aim,  as  Scindia  had  pro- 
posed, unless  on  the  condition  of  his  residing  in  some 
part  of  Scindia's  territories." 

That,  notwithstanding  all  the  precedii^  declarations, 
and  in  violation  of  the  public  faith  repeatedly  pledged 
lo  Ragoba,  lie  was  totally  abandoned  by  the  said  Haa^ 
tings  in  the  treaty,  no  provision  whatever  being  made 
even  for  his  subsistence,  but  on  a  condition,  to  which  he 
could  not  submit  without  the  certain  loss  of  his  liberty, 
and  probable  hazard  of  his  life ;  namely,  thai  he  should 
voluntarilvy  and  of  his  own  accord^  repair  to  Scindia^ 
and  quietly  reside  with  him.  That  such  treacherous 
desertion  of  the  said  Ragoba  is  not  capable  of  being 
justified  by  any  plea  of  necessity ;  but  that  in  &ct  no 
such  necessity  existed ;  since  it  appears  that  the  nizam, 
who,  of  all  the  contracting  parties  in  the  confederacy, 
was  personally  most  hostile  to  Ragoba,  did  himself  pro- 
pose that  Ragoba  mi^ht  have  an  option  given  him  of  re- 
siding within  the  company's  territories.  That  the  plas 
of  negotiating  a  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  by  application 
to  Scindia,  and  through  his  mediation,  was  earnestly  re- 
commended to  the  said  Hastings  by  the  presidency  of 
iBombay,  so  early  as  in  February,  1779,  who  stated 
x;learly  to  him  the  reasons  why  such  application  ought  to 
be  made  to  Scindia,  in  preference  to  any  other  of  the 
Mahratta  chiefs,  and  why  it  would  probably  be  success- 
ful ;  the  truth  and  justice  of  which  reasons  were  fully 
evinced  in  the  issue,  when  the  said  Hastings,  after  in« 
curring,  by  two  years  delay,  all  the  losses  and  distresses 
of  a  calamitous  war,  did  actually  pursue  that  very  pla« 
with  much  less  effect  or  advantage  than  might  have  beea 
obtained  at  the  time  the  advice  was  given.  That  he  neg- 
lected the  advice  of  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  and  re^ 
tarded  the  peace,  as  well  as  made  its  conditions  worse^ 
Oom  an  obstinate  attachment  to  his  project  of  an  alliance 
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^ftntiTe  and  defensive  with  the  rajah  of  Berar,  the  6th 
ject  of  which  was  rather  a  new  war,  than  a  termtnatioB 
of  the  war  then  existing  against  the  peshwa. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  further  embarrass  i^nd  rt* 
fard  the  conciusbn  of  a  peace  by  employing  dtflerent 
ministers  at  the  courts  of  the  several  confederate  powerti 
whom  he  severaHy  empowered  to  treat  and  negotiate  a 
peace.     That  these  ministers  not  acting  in  concert,  not 
knowing  the  extent  of  each  other^s  commissions,  and  ha^ 
ving  no  instructions  to  communicate  their  respective 
proceedings  to  each  other,  did  in  effect  counteract  their 
several  negotiations.     That  this  want  of  concert  and  of 
simplicity,  and  the  mystery  and  intricacy  in  tiie  mode 
of  conducting  the  negotiation  on  our  part,  was  complained 
of  by  our  ministers  as  embarrassing  and  disconcerting  to 
us,  while  it  was  advantageous  to  the  adverse  party,  wba 
were  thereby  furnished  with  opportunity  and  pretence 
for  delay,  when  it  suited  their  purpose ;  and  enabled  to 
play  oS*  one  set  of  negotiators  against  anotlier;  that  it 
also  created  jealousy  and  distrust  in  the  various  contend- 
ing parties  \vith  whom  we  were  treating  at  the  same  time, 
and  to  whom  we  were  obliged  to  make  contradictory 
professions,  while  it  betrayed  and  exposed  to  them  all 
our  own  eagerness  and  impatience  for  peace ;  raising 
thereby  the  general  claims  ami  pretentions  of  the  ene* 
my.     That  while  Dalhousie  Wathcrston,  Esquire,  was 
treating  at  Poonah,  and  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  in 
Scindia's  camp,  with  separate  powers  applied  to  the  same 
object,  the  minister  at  Poonah  informed  the  said  Watb* 
erston,  that  he  had  received  proposals  for  peace  from  th« 
nabob  of  Arcot  with  the  approbation  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote : 
that  he  returned  other  proposals  to  the  said  nabob  of  Ar* 
cot,  who  had  assured  him  (the  minister)  that  those  pro- 
posals would  be  acceded  to^  and  that  Mr.  Mncplierson 
fvonld  set  out  for  Bengal^  after  which  orders  should  h$ 
immediately  desjmtclud  from  the  honourable  the  srnvrrn' 
or  f(eneral  and  council  to  the  effect  he  mahed.    That  tha 
Jaid  nabob  *'  had  promised  to  obtain  and  forward  to  him 
the  ex|)ected  orders  from  Bengal  in  fifteen  days^  and 
that  he  was  therefore  every  instant  in  expectation  of  their 
arrival ;  and  observed  that  when  General  Ooddard  pro- 
posed to  send  a  confidential  person  to  Poonah,  he  con* 
ceived  that  t^iose  orders  must  have  actually  reached 
him ;"  that  therefore  the  treaty,  formally  concluded  by 
David  Anderson,  was  in  f^fTect  and  substance  the  same 
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with  that  ofiered,  and  in  reality  concluded  bj  the  natiob. 
of  Arcot,  with  the  exception  only  of  Salsette,  which 
the  nabob  of  Arcot  had  agreed  to  restore  to  the  Mah- 
rattas.  That  the  intention  of  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings 
in  pressing  for  a  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  on  terms  so 
dishonourable,  and  bj  measures  so  rash  and  ill  concerted, 
was  not  to  restore  and  establish  a  general  peace  through- 
out India,  but  to  engage  the  India  company  in  a  new  war 
against  Hyder  Ally,  and  to  make  the  Mahrattas  parties 
therein.  That  the  eagerness  and  passion  with  which  the 
said  Hastings  pursued  this  object,  laid  him  open  to  the 
Mahrattas,  who  de|)ended  thereon  for  obtaining  whatever 
they  should  demand  from  us.  That  in  order  to  carry 
the  point  of  an  ofiensivc  alliance  against  Hyder  Ally, 
the  said  Hastings  exposed  the  negotiation  for  peace  with 
the  Mahrattas  to  many  difficulties  and  delays.  That  the 
Mahrattas  were  bound  by  a  clear  and  recent  engagement 
I  which  Hyder  had  never  violated  in  any  article,  to  make 
BO  peace  with  us  which  should  not  include  him ;  that 
they  pleaded  the  sacred  nature  of  this  obligation  in  an'- 
awer  to  all  our  requisitions  on  this  head,  while  the  said 
Hastings,  still  importunate  for  his  favourite  point,  sug* 
gested  to  them  various  means  of  reconciling  a  substan- 
tial breach  of  their  engagement  with  a  formal  observance 
of  it,  and  taught  them  how  they  might  at  once  be  par- 
ties in  a  peace  with  Hyder  Ally,  and  in  an  offensive  al- 
liance for  immediate  hostility  against  hioi.  That  these 
lessons  of  public  duplicity  and  artifice,  and  these  de- 
vices of  ostensible  faith  and  real  treachery,  could  have 
no  effect  but  to  degrade  the  natbnal  character,  and  to 
inspire  the  Malirattas  themselves,  with  whom  we  were 
in  treaty,  with  a  distrust  in  our  sincerity  and  good  faith. 
That  the  object  of  this  fraudutent  policy  (viz.  the  utter 
destruction  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  a  partition  of  his  dooii* 
nions)  was  neither  wise  in  itself,  or  authorized  by  the  or- 
ders and  instructions  of  the  company  to  their  servants  ; 
that  it  was  incompatible  with  the  treaty  of  peace,  in 
which  Hyder  Ally  was  included,  and  contrary  to.  the  re- 
peated and  best  understood  injunctions  of  the  con^pany  ;. 
being  in  the  first  place  a  bargain  for  a  new  war,  and  in 
the  next  aiming  at  an  extension  of  our  territory  by  con- 
quest. That  the  best  and  soundest  political  opinions  on 
the  relations  of  these  states  have  always  represented 
our  great  security  against  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas  to 
depend  pa  its  being  balanced  by  that  of  Hyder  Ally ;  wd 
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the  Mysore  country  is  so  placed  as  a  barrier  between 
the  Carnatic  and  the  Mahrattas,  as  to  make  it  our  inter* 
est  rather  to  strengthen  and  repair  that  barrier,  than  to 
level  and  destroy  it.  That  the  said  treaty  of  partition 
does  express  itself  to  be  evenhutl  with  regard  to  the 
making  and  keening  oF  peace;  but  through  the  whole 
course  of  the  said  Hastings'  proceeding,  he  did  endea* 
vour  to  prevent  any  peace  with  the  sultan  or  nabob  of 
Mysore,  Tippu  Saheb,  and  did  for  a  long  time  endea* 
Tour  to  frustrate  all  the  methods  which  could  have  ren- 
dered the  said  treaty  of  conquest  and  partition  wholly 
unnecessary. 

That  the  Mahrattas  having  taken  no  efTectual  step  to 
oblige  Hyder  Ally  to  make  good  the  conditions  for 
which  they  had  engaged  in  his  behalf,  and  the  war  con- 
tinuing to  be  carried  on  in  the  Carnatic  by  Tippo  Sul- 
tan, son  and  successor  of  Hyder  Ally,  tlie  presidency 
of  Fort  St.  George  undertook,  upon  their  own  authority, 
to  open  a  negotiation  with  the  said  Tippo;  which  mea- 
sure, though  indispensably  necessary,  the  said  Hastings 
utterly  disapproved  and  discountenanced,  expressly  de- 
nying that  there  was  any  ground  or  motive  for  entering 
into  any  direct  or  separate  treaty  with  Tippo;  and  not 
consenting  to,  or  authorizing  any  negotiation  for  such 
treaty,  until  after  a  cessation  of  hostilities  had  been 
bronc;ht  about  with  him  by  the  presidency  of  Fort 
8t.  George,  in  August,  177^),  and  the  ministers  of  Tip- 
poo  had  been  received  aud  treated  with  by  that  presi- 
dency, and  commissioners^  in  return,  actually  sent  by  the 
said  presidency  to  the  court  of  Poonah;  which  late  and 
reluctant  consent  and  authority  were  extorted  from  him, 
the  said  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  agent  at  tlie  court  of  Madajee  Scindia  {upon 
whom  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  depended  for  en- 
forcing the  clauses  of  the  Mahratta  treaty)  of  the  pre- 
cariousness  of  such  dependence,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
that  direct  and  separate  treaty  with  Tippoo,  so  long  and 
w>  lately  reprobated  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  not- 
withstanding the  information  and  intrealies  of  the  presi- 
dency of  Fort  St.  George,  as  well  as  the  known  distrcs- 
scs  aud  critical  situation  of  the  company's  aSairs.  That 
though  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  length  give  in- 
structions for  negotiating  and  making  peace  with  Tippoo ; 
expressly  adding,  that  those  instructions  extended  to  all 
the  point?;  which  occurred  to  him  or  (htm  as  capable  of 
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being  agitated  or  gained  upon  the  occasion-^though  tbe 
said  instructioDs  were  sent  after  the  said  commisaioaert 
by  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  Gcoi-ge,  with  directiomi 
to  obey  them ;  though  not  only  the  said  instructions 
were  obeyed,  but  advantages  gained,  which  did  not  occur 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  though  the  said  peace 
formed  a  contrast  with  the  Mahratta  peace,  in  neither 
ceding  any  territory  {lossessed  by  the  company  before 
the  war,  or  delivering  up  any  dependant  or  ally  to  the 
vengeance  of  his  adversaries,  but  providing  for  the  res^ 
toraiion  of  all  the  countries  that  had  been  taken  from 
the  company  and  their  allies;  though  the  supreme 
council  of  Calcutta,  forming  the  legal  government  of 
Bengal  in  the  absence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ra- 
tified the  said  treaty;  yet  the  said  W^arren  Hastings, 
then  absent  from  ihe  seat  of  government,  and  out  of  the 
province  of  Bengal,  and  forming  no  legal  or  integral  part 
of  the  government  during  such  absence,  did,  after  such 
ratification,  usurp  the  power  of  acting  as  a  part  of  such 
government  (as  if  actually  sitting  in  council  with  the 
other  members  of  the  same)  in  the  consideration  and  un- 
qualified censure  of  the  terms  of  the  said  peace.  Tiiat 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  with  whom  the  said  Hastings  did 
keep  up  an  unwarrantable,  clandestine  corresfMindencey 
without  any  communication  with  the  presidency  of  Ma- 
dras, wrote  a  letter  of  complaint,  dated  the  27th  of 
March,  1784,  against  the  presidency  of  that  place,  with^ 
out  any  communication  thereof  to  the  said  presidency, 
the  said  complaint  being  addressed  to  the  said  Warreo 
Hastings,  the  substance  of  which  complaint  was,  that  he 
(the  nabob)  had  not  been  made  a  party  to  the  late  treaty ; 
Rnd  although  his  interest  had  been  sufficiently  provided 
for  in  the  said  treaty,  tire  said  Warren  Hastings  did  sign 
$1  declaration  on  the  23d  of  May,  at  Lucknow,  forming 
the  basis  of  a  new  article,  and  making  a  new  party  to  the 
treaty,  after  it  had  been  by  all  parties  (the  supreme 
council  of  Calcutta  included)  completed  and  ratified,  and 
did  transmit  the  said  new  stipulation  to  tiie  presidency 
at  Calcutta  solely  for  the  purposes,  and  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  and  the  said  declaration  was 
made  without  any  previous  communication  with  the  pre- 
sidency aforesaid,  and  in  consequence  thereof  orders 
were  sent  by  the  council  at  Calcutta  to  the  presidency 
of  Fort  St.  George,  under  ihe  severest  threats  in  case  qf 
disobedience ;  which  orders,  whatever  were  their  furporU 
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would,  as  an  undue  assumption  of  and  participation  in  the 
government,  from  which  he  was  absent,  become  a  high 
misdemeanor ;  but,  being  to  tlie  purport  of  opening  the 
said  treaty,  after  its  solemn  ratification,  and  proposing  a 
new  clause  and  a  new  party  to  the  same,  was  also  an  ag- 
gravation of  such  misdemeanor,  as  it  tended  to  convey 
to  the  Indian  i)owers  an  idea  of  the  unsteadiness  of  the 
councils  and  determinations  of  the  British  government, 
and  to  take  away  all  reliance  on  its  engagements,  and 
as,  above  all,  it  exposed  the  affairs  of  the  nation  and  the 
company  to  the  hazard  of  seeing  renewed  all  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  from  whence  by  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
they  had  emerged,  and  upon  a  pretence  so  weak  as  that 
of  pro()09ing  the  nabob  of  Arcot  to  be  a  party  to  the 
same — though  he  had  not  been  made  a  party  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  in  the  Mahratta  treaty,  which  pro- 
fessed to  be  for  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic ;  though  he 
was  not  a  party  to  the  former  treaty  with  Hyder,  also 
relative  to  the  Carnatic  ;  though  it  was  not  certain  whe- 
ther, if  the  treaty  were  once  opened,  and  that  even  Tip» 
poo  should  then  consent  to  that  nabob's  being  a  party, 
whether  he  (the  said  nabob)  would  agree  to  the  clauses 
•f  the  same,  and  consequently  whether  the  said  treaty, 
once  opened,  could  afterwards  be  concluded — an  uncer- 
tainty, of  which  he,  the  said  Hastings,  should  have  learn- 
ed to  be  aware,  having  already  once  been  disappointed 
by  the  said  nabob's  refusing  to  accede  to  a  treaty,  which 
he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made  for  him  with  the 
Dutch,  about  a  year  before. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  broken  a  so- 
lemn and  honourable  treaty  of  peace  by  an  unjust  and  un- 
provoked war;  having  neglected  to  conclude  that  war, 
when  he  might  have  done  it  without  loss  of  honour  to  the 
nation ;  having  plotted  and  contrived,  as  far  as  de- 
pended on  him,  to  engage  the  India  company  in  an- 
other war,  as  soon  as  the  former  should  be  concluded ; 
and  having  at  last  put  an  end  to  a  roost  unjust  war 
against  the  Mahrattas  by  a  most  ignominious  peace  with 
them,  in  which  he  sacrificed  objects  essential  to  the  in- 
terests, and  submitted  to  conditions  utterly  incompati- 
ble with  the  honour  of  this  nation,  and  with  his  own  de- . 
dared  sense  of  the  dishonourable  nature  of  those  condi- 
tions ;  and  having  endeavoured  to  open  anew  the 
ttettj   concluded   with    Tippoo    Sultan   through  the 
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^  jneans  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  upon  prin* 
ciples  of  justice  and  honour,  and  which  established 
peace  in  India ;  and  thereby  exposing  the  British  pos- 
sessions there  to  the  renewal  of  the  dangers  and  calami- 
ties of  war — has,  by  these  several  acts,  been  guilty  of 
sundry  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
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XXI.  CORRESPONDENCE. 


That  by  an  act  of  the  13th  jear  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, entitled,  '<  an  act  for  estabnshing  certain  regulationi 
for  the  better  management  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  East  In- 
dia company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,"  *<  The  go- 
vernor general  and  council  are  required  and  directed  to 
pay  due  obedience  to  ail  such  orders  as  they  shall  re- 
ceive from  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  com* 
pany,  and  to  correspond  from  time  to  time,  and  constant- 
ly and  diligently  transmit  to  the  said  court  an  exact  par- 
ticular of  all  advices  or  intelligence,  and  of  all  transac- 
tions and  matters  whatsoever,  that  shall  come  to  their 
knowledge,  relating  to  the  government,  commerce,  reve- 
nues, or  interest  of  the  said  united  company." 

That  in  consequence  of  the  above  recited  act,  the  court 
of  directors,  in  their  general  instructions  of  the  29th 
March,  1774,  to  the  governor  general  and  council,  did 
direct  '<  that  the  correspondence  with  the  princes  of 
country  powers  in  India  shotild  be  carried  on  through 
the  governor  general  only ;  but  that  all  letters  to  be 
■ent  by  him  should  be  first  approved  in  council,  and  that 
he  should  lay  before  the  council,  at  their  next  meetings 
all  letters  received  by  him  in  the  course  of  such  corres- 
pondence for  their  information." 

And  the  governor  general  and  council  were  thereifi 
further  ordered,  '*  that,  in  transacting  the  business  of 
their  department,  they  should  enter,  with  the  utmost 
perspicuity  and  exactness,  all  their  proceedings  whatso- 
ever ;  and  all  dissents,  if  such  should  at  any  time  be  made 
by  any  member  of  their  board,  together  with  all  ifU^rs 
aent^r  received  in  the  course  of  their  correspo^ 
and  that  broken  sets  of  such  proceedings  to  <| 
period  possible  be  transmitted  to  them  (the  cc 
rectors ;)  a  complete  set  at  the  end  of  every 
a  duplicate  by  the  next  conveyance."  y 
That  in  defiance  of  the  seid  orders,  anu 
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the  above  recited  act  of  parliament,  the  said  Warreir 
Hastings  has,  in  sundry  instances,  concealed  from  hit 
council  the  correspondence  carried  on  between  faim  and 
the  princes  or  country  powers  in  India,  and  neglected  to 
communicate  the  advices  and  intelligence  he  from  time 
to  time  received  from  the  British  residents  at  the  diflferent 
courts  in  India  to  the  other  members  of  the  government; 
and  without  their  knowledge,  counsel,  or  participation, 
has  despatched  orders  on  matters  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  the  interests  of  the  company. 

That  moreover,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  his  own  improper  and  dan^erooi 
practices  from  his  employers,  has  withheld  from  the  court 
of  directors,  upon  sundry  occasions,  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings }iad,audthe  correspondence  carried  on  by  hin 
in  his  official  capacity,  as  governor  general,  whereby  the 
court  of  directors  have  been  kept  in  ^norance  of  matten, 
which  it  highly  imported  them  to  know,  and  theaffiinof 
the  company  have  been  exposed  to  much  inconvenience 
and  injury. 

That  in  all  such  concealments  and  acts  done  or  order- 
ed without  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  supreme 
council,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  been  ^guilty  of 
high  erimes  and  misdemeanors. 
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XXII.  RIGHTS  OF  FYZOOLA  KHAN,&c. 

BEFORE  THE  TREATY  OF  LALL-DAISTr. 


I. 

That  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  who  now  holds  of  the 
▼izier  tlie  territory  of  Rampore,  Shawabad,  and  certain 
other  districts  dependent  thereon,  in  the  country  of  the 
Rohillas,  is  the  second  son  of  a  prince,  renowned  in  the 
history  of  Hindostan  under  the  name  ef  Ali  Mohammed 
Khan,  some  time  sovereign  of  all  that  part  of  Rohilcund^ 
which  is  particularly  distinguished  by  the  appellation  of 
the  kutteehr. 

IL 

That  after  the  death  of  Ali  Mohammed  aforesaid,  as 
Fyzoola  Khan,  together  with  his  elder  brother,  was  then 
a  prisoner  of  war  at  a  place  called  Uerat»  **^  the  Rohilla 
chiefs  took  possession  of  the  ancient  estates"  of  the  cap* 
tive  princes ;  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  was  from  ne- 
cessity compelled  to  waive  his  hereditary  rights  for  the 
inconsiderable  districts  of  Ramjiore  and  Shawabad,  then 
estimated  to  produce  from  six  to  eight  lacks  of  annual 
revenue, 

III. 

That  in  1774,  on  the  invasion  of  Rohilcund  by  the 
united  armies  of  the  Vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowla  and  the  com- 
pany, the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  *',with  some  of  his  peo- 
ple, was  present  at  the  decisive  battle  of  St.  George," 
where  Hafiz  Rhanet,  the  great  leader  of  the  RohiliaSy 
and  many  others  of  their  principal  chiefs  were  slain ;  but, 
escaping  from  the  slaughter,  Fyzoola  Khan  ^'  made  his 
retreat  good  towards  the  mountains,  with  all  his  trea- 
sure."   He  there  collected  the  scattered  remains  of  his 
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countrymen ;  and  as  be  was  the  eldest  surviving  son  of 
All  Mohammed  Khan,  as  too  the  most  powerful  obstacle 
to  his  pretensions  was  now  removed  by  the  deatli  of 
Hafiz,  he  seems  at  length  to  have  been  generally  ac« 
knowiedged  by  his  natural  subjects^  the  undoubted  heir 
of  his  father's  authority. 

TV. 

That,  <<  regarding  the  sacred  sincerity  and  friendship 
of  the  English,  whose  goodness  and  celebrity  is  every 
where  known,  who  dispossess  no  one"  the  Nabob  Fy- 
zoola  Khan  made  early  overtures  for  peace  to  Colonel 
Alexander  Champion,  commander  in  chief  of  the  com* 
pany*s  forces  in  Bengal :  that  he  did  propose  to  the  said 
Colonel  Alexander  Champion,  in  three  letters,  received 
on  the  14th,  24th,  and  27th  of  May,  to  put  himself  under 
the  protection  either  of  the  company  or  of  the  vizier, 
through  the  mediation,  and  with  the  guarantee  of  the 
company ;  and  that  he  did  offer  **  whatever  was  con* 
ferred  upon  him,  to  pay  as  much,  without  damage  or  de- 
ficiency, as  any  other  person  would  agree  to  do ;"  stating 
at  the  same  time  his  condition  and  pretensions  herein 
before  recited,  as  facts  ** evident  as  the  sun;"  and  ap- 
pealing, in  a  forcible  and  awful  manner,  to  the  generosity 
and  magnanimity  of  this  nation,  ^'  by  whose  means  he 
hoped  in  God  that  he  should  receive  justice;"  and  as 
^*  the  person  who  designed  the  war  was  no  more ;"  as  *^  in 
that  he  was  liimself  guiltless;"  and  as  ^^he  had  never 
acted  in  such  a  manner,  as  for  the  vizier  to  have  taken 
hatred  to  his  heart  against  him  ;  that  he  might  be  rein- 
stated in  his  ancient  possessions,  the  country  of  his 
father." 

V. 

That  on  the  last  of  the  three  dates  above  mentioned^ 
that  is  to  say,  on  the»27th  of  May,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan  did  also  send  to  the  commander  in  chief  a  vakeeU 
or  ambassador,  who  was  authorized  on  the  part  of  him 
(the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  his  master)  to  make  a  specific 
o&*er  of  three  propositions  ;  and  that  by  one  of  the  said 
pro|>osi lions,  ^  an  annual  increase  of  near  400,000/.  would 
lave  accrued  to  the  revenues  of  oar  ally,  aud  the  imme- 
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diate  acquisition  of  above  3Q0,000I.  to  the  company,  for 
their  influence  in  effect  iug  an  accommodation  perfectly 
consistent  with  their  engagements  to  the  yiaier/'  and 
strictly  consonant  to  the  demands  of  justice. 

VI. 

That  so  great  was  the  confidence  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan  in  the  just,  humane,  and  liberal  feelings  of  English- 
men, as  to  *^  lull  him  into  an  inactivity"  of  the  most  es- 
sential detriment  to  his  interests ;  since,  *'  in  the  hopes, 
which  he  entertained  from  the  interposition  of  our  go- 
vernment," he  declined  the  invitatbn  of  the  mogul  to 
join  the  arms  of  his  majesty  and  the  Mahrattas,  **  refused 
any  connexion  with  the  Seiks,"  and  did  even  neglect  to 
take  the  obvious  precaution  of  crossing  the  Ganges,  as  he 
bad  originally  intended,  while  the  river  was  yet  fordable;. 
a  movement  that  would  have  enabled  him  certainly  to 
baffle  all  pursuit,  and  probably  *'  to  keep  the  vitier  in  a 
Jtate  of  disquietude  for  the  remainder  of  his  life," 

VII. 

That  the  commander  in  chief.  Colonel  Alexander  Chamr 

Eion  aforesaid,  **  thought  nothing  could  be  more  honoura- 
le  to  this  nation  than  the  support  of  so  exalted  a  charac- 
ter ;  and  whilst  it  could  be  done  on  terms  so  advantage- 
ous, supposed  it  very  unlikely  that  the  vakeel's  proposi- 
tion should  be  received  with  indifference :"  that  he  did  ac- 
cordingly refer  it  to  the  administration  through  Warren 
Hastings,  Esquire,  then  governor  of  Fort  William,  llnd 
president  of  Bengal ;  and  he  did  at  the  same  time  enclose 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  a  letter  from  the  nabob  Fy- 
zoola  Khan  to  the  said  Hastings ;  which  letter  does  not 
appear,  but  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  of  the  same 
tenor  with  those  before  cited  to  the  commander  in 
chief;  of  which  also  copies  were  sent  to  the  said  Has- 
tings by  the  commander  in  chief;  and  he  (the  commander 
in  chief  aforesaid)  after  urging  to  the  said  Hastings  suo*- 
dry  good  and  cogent  arguments  of  policy  and  prudence, 
in  favour  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  did  conclude  by 
«« wishing  for  nothing  so  much  as  for  the  adoptbn  of  some 
measure,  that  might  strike  all  the  powers  of  the  east  with  - 
admiration  of  our  justice,  in  contrast  to  the  conduct  of 
the  vizier." 
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VIU. 

That  in  answer  to  such  laudable  wbh  of  the  said  com- 
mander in  chief,  the  president  y^ Warren  Hastings)  pre- 
ferring his  own  prohibited  plans  of  extended  dominioD  to 
the  mild,  equitable,  and  wise  policy  inculcated  in  the 
standing  orders  of  his  superiors,  and  now  enforced  by  the 
recommendation  of  the  commander  in  chief,  did  instruct 
and  '*  desire^'  him,  the  said  commander  in  chief,  ^'  instead 
of  soliciting  the  vizier  to  relinquish  his  conquest  to  Fy- 
zoola  Khan,  to  discourage  it  as  much  as  was  in  his  power;'' 
although  the  said  Hastings  did  not  once  express,  or  even 
intimate,  any  doubt  whatever  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan's  innocence  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  or  of  his 
hereditary  right  to  the  territories  which  he  clainned; 
but  to  the  said  pleas  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  as  well 
MS  to  the  arguments  both  of  policy  and  justice  advanc^ed 
by  the  commander  in  chief,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did 
solely  oppose  certain  speculative  objects  of  imagined  ex- 
pediency; summing  up  his  decided  rejection  of  the  pro- 
posals made  by  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  in  the  following 
remarkable  words  : 

<<  With  respect  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  he  appears  not  to 
merit  our  consttUr'ation.  The  petty  sovereign  of  a  coun- 
try estimated  at  six  or  eight  lacks  ought  not  for  a  mo- 
ment to  prove  an  impediment  to  any  ^  our  measures^  or 
to  affect  the  consistency  of  our  conduct.^* 

IX. 

That,  in  the  aforesaid  violent  and  arbitrary  position, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  avow  it  to  be  a  public 
principle  of  his  government,  that  no  right,  however  ma- 
nifest, and  no  innocence,  however  unimpeached,  could 
entitle  the  weak  to  our  protection  against  others,  or  save 
them  from  our  own  active  endeavours  for  their  oppres- 
sion, and  even  extirpation,  should  they  interfere  with 
6ur  notions  of  political  expediency;  and  that  such  a 
principle  is  highly  derogatory  to  the  justice  and  honour 
of  the  English  name,  and  fundamentally  injurious  to  our 
interests,  inasmuch  as  it  hath  an  immediate  tendency  to 
excite  distrust,  jealousy,  fear,  and  hatred  against  us 
among  all  the  subordinate  potentates  of  Hindoatau. 
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X. 

That  in  prosecution  of  the  said  despotic  principle,  the 
president  (Warren  Hastings  aforesaid)  did  persist  to  ob- 
struct, as  far  as  in  him  laj,  every  advance  towards  an 
accooimodation  between  the  Vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowlah« 
and  the  Nabob  Fjzoola  Khan ;  and  particularly  on  the 
16th  of  September,  only  eight  days  after  the  said  Has* 
tings,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  members  of  the  se- 
lect committee  of  Bengal,  had  publicly  testiBed  his  sa* 
tisfaciion  in  the  prospect  of  an  accommodation^  and  had 
hoped  that  <U)is  excellency  (the  vizier)  would  be  dis- 
posed to  conciliate  the  affections  (of  the  Rohillas)  to  his 
government  by  acceding  to  lenient  terms  ;*^  he,  the  said 
Hastings,  did  nevertheless  write,  and  without  the  con- 
sent or  knowledge  of  iiis  colleagues,  did  privately  de- 
spatch a  certain  answer  to  a  letter  of  the  commander  in 
chief;  in  which  answer  the  said  Hastings  did  express 
other  contradictory  hopes^  namely,  that  the  commander 
in  chief  had  resolved  on  prosectUing  the  war  to  a  final 
issMy  ^^  because  (as  the  said  Hastings  explains  himself) 
it  appears  very  plainly  that  Fyzoola  Khan,  and  his  adhe- 
rents, lay  at  yonr  mercy  ;  because  I  apprehend  much  in- 
conveniency  from  delays;  and  because  /  am  morally  * 
certain  that  no  good  mill  be  gained  bv  negotUiting  i^' 
thereby  artfully  suggesting  his  wishes  of  what  might  be 
in  his  hopes,  and  of  what  had  been  resolved  ;  and  plain- 
ly,* though  indirectly,  instigating  the  commander  in  chief 
to  much  effusion  of  blood  in  an  immediate  attack  on  the 
Rohillas,  posted  as  they  were,  *'  in  a  very  strong  sitna- 
lion,"  and  <*  combating  for  all." 

XL 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  answer  aforesaid,  did  fur- 
ther endeavour  to  inflame  the  commander  in  chief  against 
the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  by  representing  the  said  nabob 
as  '^  highly  presuming,  insolent,  and  evasive ;"  and  know- 
ing the  distrust  which  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  enter- 
tained of  the  vizier,  the  said  Hastings  did  *<  expressly 
desire  it  should  be  left  wholly  to  the  vizier  to  treat  with 
the  enemy  by  his  onm  agents^  and  in  his  own  manner ; 
though  he,  the  said  Hastings,  *'  by  no  means  wished  the 
vizier  to  lose  time  by  seeking  an  accommodation,  since 
it  would  be  more  eScctual^  more  decisive,  and  more  con^ 
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distent  nfith  his  iignUyi  indeed  with  his  honour,  nhich 
he  has  [alrecLdy  pkdged,  to  abide  by  his  first  offers  to 
dictate  the  conditioiis  of  peace,  and  to  admit  only  an  ac- 
ceptaDce  without  reservatiooy  or  a  clear  re&isal  from  hti 
adversary;"  thereby  affectiog  to  hold  op  in  oppositioa 
to,  and  in  exclusion  of,  the  substantial  claims  ot  justicoy 
certain  ideal  obligations  of  dignity  and  honour,  that  is  to 
■ay,  the  gratification  of  pride,  and  the  observance  of  an 
iprrogant  determinati(m  once  declared. 

XIL 

That  although  the  said  answer  did  not  reach  the  com- 
mander in  chief  until  peace  was  actually  concluded;  and 
although  the  dangerous  consequences  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  said  answer  wer«  thereby  prevented,  yet  by  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  said  answer,  Warren  Has- 
tings, Esquire,  did  strongly  evince  his  ultimate  adhe- 
rence to  all  the  former  violent  and  unjustprinciples  of 
his  conduct  towards  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan ;  which 
principles  were  disgraceful  to  the  character,  and  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  of  this  nation ;  and  that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  thereby,  in  a  particular  manner, 
exclude  himself  from  any  sbar^  of  credit  for  S*<  the  ho- 
nourable period  put  to  the  Rohilla  war,  which  has  in 
some  degree  done  away  the  reproach  so  wantonly  brought 
on  the  English  name." 
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RIGHTS  OF  PYZOOLA  KHAN  UNDER 
THE  TREATY  OF  LALL-DANG. 


I. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  culpable  and  criminal  re« 
luctance  of  the  President  Hastings,  herein  before  re* 
cited,  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendslup  between  the  Yi* 
xier  Sujaii  ul  Dowiah  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  was 
finally  signed  and  sealed,  on  tlie  7th  October,  1774,  at  a 
place  called  I  jail-Dang,  in  the  presence,  and  with  the  at- 
testation of  the  British  commander  in  chief,  Colonel  Al« 
exander  Champion  aforesaid ;  and  that  for  the  said  treaty 
the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  agreed  to  pay  and  did  actually 
pay,  the  valuable  consideration  of  half  his  treasure,  to 
the  amount  of  15  lacks  of  rupees,  or  150,000^  sterling, 
and  upwards. 

IL 

That,  by  the  said  treaty,  the  Nabob  Fysoola  Khan 
was  established  in  the  quiet  possession  of  Rampore^ 
Shawabad,  and  '*  some  other  districts  dependent  ttiere- 
on,"  subject  to  certain  conditions,  of  which  the  more 
important  were  as  follow : 

''That  Fyzoola  Khan  should  retain  in  his  service 
5,000  troops^  and  not  a  single  man  more : 

*'  That  with  whomsoever  ttie  vizier  should  make  war, 
Fyzoola  Khan  should  send  two  or  three  thousand  ineiiy 
according  to  his  ubiiUif^  to  join  the  forces  of  the  vizier ; 

'<  And  that,  if  the  vizier  should  march  in  person,  Fy-* 
xoola  Khan  should  himself  accompany  him  ruUh  fcf> 
troops.** 

m. 

That  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty  above  recited  it 
doth  plainly,  positively,  and  indisputably  appear,  that 
the^Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  in  case  of  war,  was  not  bound  to 
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furnish  more  than  three  thousand  men  under  any  ooc* 
atruction,  unless  the  vizier  should  march  in  peraoii. 

IV. 

That  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  was  not  positively 
bound  to  furnish  so  many  as  3,000  men,  but  an  iDdefinite 
number,  not  more  tliau  three,  and  not  less  than  tW9 
thousand ;  that,  of  the  precise  number  within  such  limi- 
tations, the  ability  of  Fyzoola  Kban,  and  not  the  discre- 
tion of  the  vizier,  was  to  be  the  standard ;  aed  that  such 
ability  could  only  mean  that  which  was  equitably  ecu- 
MStent  not  only  with  the  external  defence  of  his  jaghire, 
but  with  the  internal  good  management  thereof,  both  at 
to  its  police  and  revenue.. 

V. 

That  even  in  case  the  vizier  should  march  in  person, 
it  might  be  reasonably  doubted,  whether  the  personal 
service  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  '^  with  his  troops'* 
must  be  understood  to  be,  with  all  his  troops,  or  only 
with  the  number  before  stipulated,  not  more  than  three, 
aud  not  less  than  two  thousand  men;  and  that  the  latter 
is  the  interpretation  finally  adopted  by  Warren  Hastings 
aforesaid,  and  the  councU  of  Bengal,  who,  in  a  letter  to 
the  court  of  directors,  dated  April  5th,  1783,  represent 
the  clauses  of  the  treaty  relative  to.  the  stipulated  aid 
as  meaning  simply,  that  Fyzoola  Khan  *'  should  send  2 
or  3,000  men  to  join  the  vizier's  forces,  or  attend  in  per* 
son  in  case  it  should  be  requisite." 

VI. 

That  from  the  aforesaid  terms  of  the  ti*eaty,  it  doth 
Dot  specifically  appear  of  what  the  stipulated  aid  should 
consist,  whether  of  horse  or  foot,  or  in  what  proportioB 
of  both ;  but  that  it  is  the  recorded  opinion,  maturely 
formed  by  the  said  Hastings  and  his  council,  in  January, 
1783,  that  even  ^<  a  single  horseman  included  in  the  aid 
which  Fyzoola  Khan  might  furnish,  would  prove  a  liters^ 
compliance  with  the  stipulation.'' 
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VII. 

That>  in  the  event  of  any  doubt  fairly  arising  from  th« 
terms  of  the  treaty,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  in  consi- 
deration of  his  hereditary  right  to  the  whole  country, 
and  the  price  by  him  actually  paid  for  the  said  treaty, 
was  in  equity  entitled  to  the  most  favourable  construc- 
tion. 

VIII. 

That,  from  the  attestation  of  Colonel  Champion  afore- ' 
laid,  the  government  of  Calcutta  acquired  the  same 
right  to  interpose  with  the  vizier  for  the  protection  of 
the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  as  they,  the  said  government^ 
had  before  claimed  from  a  similar  attestation  of  Sir  Ro^ 
bert  Barker  to  assist  the  vizier  in  extirpating  the  whole 
nation  of  the  said  Fyzoola  Khan  ;  more  especially,  as  in 
the  case  of  Sir  Robert  Barker  it  was  contrary  to  the 
remonstrances  of  the  then  administration,  and  the  fur* 
thest  from  the  intentions  of  the  said  Barker  himself,  that 
his  attestation  should  involve  the  company ;  but  the  at- 
testation of  Colonel  Champion  was  authorized  by  all  the 
powers  of  the  government,  as  a  "  sanction"  intended  "  to 
add  validity"  to  the  treaty;  that  they,  the  said  govern- 
ment, and  in  particular  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as 
the  first  executive  member  of  the  same,  were  bound  by 
the  ties  of  natural  justice  duly  to  exercise  the  aforesaid 
right,  if  need  were ;  and  that  their  duty  so  to  interfere 
was  more  particularly  enforced  by  the  spirit  of  the  cen- 
sures past  both  by  the  directors  and  proprietors  in  the 
Rohilla  war,  and  the  satisfaction  expressed  by  the  direc- 
tors *<  in  the  honourable  end  put  to  that  war." 
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GUARANTEE  OF  THE  TREATY  OF 

LALL-DANG. 


I. 

That  during  the. life  of  tl:c  Vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowla, 
and  for  some  time  after  his  dcntli,  under  his  son  and  suc- 
cessor Asoph  ul  Dowia,  the  INabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did 
remain  ivithout  disturbance  ot  molestation;  that  he  did 
all  the  While  imagine  iiis  treaty  to  be  under  the  sanction 
of  the  com|)any  from  Colonel  Champion's  affixing  his  sig- 
nature thereto  as  a  witness,  **  which  signature,  as  he 
(Fyzoola  Khan)  supposed/'  rendered  the  company  the 
arbitrators  between  the  vizier  and  himself  in  case  of  dis- 
putes ;  and  that,  *'  being  a  man  of  sense  but  extreme  pu- 
siHanimitify  a  good  farmer,  fond  of  wealth,  not  possessed 
of  the  passion  of  amhilion^^^  he  did  peaceably  api>ly  him- 
self to  "improve  the  state  of  his  country;  and^did,  by 
hia  orvn  prudence  and  attention,  increase  the  revenues 
thereof  beyond  the  amount  specified  in  Sujah  ul  Dow  la's 
grant." 

II. 

That  in  the  year  1777,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  177^,  being  "  alarmed  at  the  young  vizier's  resump* 
lion  of  a  number  of  jagiiires,  granted  by  his  father  to 
different  persons,  and  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  his 
conduct  in  general;"  and  liaving  now  learned  (from 
whom  does  not  appear,  but  probably  from  some  person 
6upi)osed  of  competent  authority)  that  Colonel  Cham- 
pion formerly  witnessed  the  treaty  as  a  private  |>erson, 
the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Klian  did  make  frequent  and  urgent 
solicitations  to  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  then  re- 
sident at  Oude,  and  to  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  then 
governor  general  of  Bengal,  "  for  a  renovation  of  his 
(the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's)  treaty  with  the  lale  vizier, 
and  the  guarantee  of  the  company,"  or  for  a  "  separate 
agreement  with  the  company  for  his  defence ;"  consi- 
dering them  (the  company;  as  "  the  only  power  in  which 
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he  had  confidence,  and  to  which  he  could  look  up  for 
protection.'* 

III. 

That  the  said  resident,  Middleton,  and  the  said  Go- 
vernor General  Hastings,  did  not,  as  they  were  in  duty 
bound  to  do,  endeaFour  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  by  assuring  him  of  his  safety  un- 
der the  sanction  of  Colonel  Champion's  attestation  afore- 
said ;  but  by  their  criminal  neglect,  if  not  by  positive 
expressions  (as  there  is  just  ground  from  their  subsequent 
language  and  conduct  to  believe)  they,  the  said  Middle* 
ton  and  the  said  Hastings,  did  at  least  keep  alive  and 
confirm  (whoever  may  have  originally  suggested)  the 
said  apprehension ;  and  that  such  neglect  alone  was  the 
more  highly  culpable  in  the  said  Hastings,  inasmuch  aa 
he,  the  said  Hastings,  in  conjunction  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  select  committee  of  the  then  presidency  of 
Bengal,  did,  on  the  17  th  of  September,  1774,  write  to 
Colonel  Champion  aforesaid,  publicly  authorising  him, 
the  said  Colonel  Champion  to  join  his  aanclixni  to  the 
accommodations  agreed  on  (between  the  Vizier  Sujah  ul 
Dowla,  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan)  to  add  io  their 
voUdity;  and,  on  the  Gth  of  October  following,  did  agaia 
write  to  the  said  Colonel  Champion  more  explicitly,  to 
join  his  sanction,  *'  either  by  attesting  the  treaty,  or  (vct^ 
ing  as  guitrantet  on  the  part  of  the  company,  for  the 
performance  of  it ;"  both  which  letters,  though  they  did 
not  arrive  until  after  the  actual  signature  of  the  said  Co- 
lonel Champion,  do  yet  incontrovertibly  mark  the  solema 
intention  of  the  said  committee  (of  which  the  said  Has- 
tings was  president)  that  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Cham- 
pion's attestation  should  be  regarded  as  a  public,  not  a 
private  sanction ;  and  it  was  more  peculiarly  incumbent 
on  such  persons,  who  had  been  members  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, so  to  regard  the  same. 

IV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  further  guilty  of 
much  criminal  concealment  for  the  space  of  **  twelve 
months,"  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  lay  before  the  board 
the  frequent  and  urgent  solicitations,  which  he,  the  said 
Hastings,  was  continually  receiving  from  the  Nabob  Fy- 


692  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

aoola  Khan,  until  the  9th  of  March,  1778 ;  on*which  day 
the  said  Hastings  did  communicate  to  the  council  a  pub- 
lic letter  of  the  aforesaid  Middleton,  resident  at  Oude, 
acquainting  the  board  that  he,  (the  said  Middleton,)  ta- 
king occasion  from  a  late  application  of  Fyzoola  Khan 
for  the  company's  guarantee,  had  deputed  Mr.  Daniel 
Octavus  Barwell  (assistant  resident  at  Benares,  but  then 
on  a  visit  to  the  resident  Middleton  at  Lucknow)  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  special  commission  to  Rampore,  there  to  in- 
quire on  the  spot  into  the  truth  of  certain  reports  circu- 
hted  to  the  prejudice  of  Fyzoola  Khan ;  which  re£iorts, 
however,  the  said  Middleton  did  afterwards  confess  him- 
self to  have  ^^  always^*  thought  '<m  the  highest  degree 
improbableJ^ 

That  the  said  Resident  Middleton  did  *<  request  to 
know  whether,  on  proof  of  Fyzoola  Khan's  innocence, 
the  honourable  board  would  be  pleased  to  grant  him  (the 
resident)  permission  to  comply  with  his  (Fyzoola  Khan's) 
request  of  the  company's  guarantying  his  treaty  '  with 
the  vizier."  And  the  said  Middleton,  in  excuse  for  having 
irregularly  *^  availed  himself  of  the  abilities  of  Mr*  Da- 
niel Barwell,"  who  belonged  to  another  station,  and  for 
deputing  him  with  the  aforesaid  commission  to  Rampore 
without  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  board,  did  urge 
the  plea  "q/  immediate  necessity;^*  and  that  such  plea, 
if  the  necessity  really  existed,  was  a  strong  charge  and 
accusation  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from  whose 
criminal  neglect  and  concealment  the  urgency  of  such  ne> 
cessity  did  arise. 

V. 

That  the  governor  general,  Warren  Hastings  afor^ 
said,  did  immediately  move  *'  that  the  board  approve  the 
deputation  of  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell,  and  that  the  resident 
(Middleton)  be  authorized  to  offer  the  company's 
guarantee  for  the  observance  of  the  treaty  subsisting  be- 
tween the  vizier  and  Fyzoola  Khan,  provided  it  meets 
with  the  vizier's  concurrence:"  and  that  the  governor 
general's  proposition  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative; 
the  usual  majority  of  council  then  consisting  of  Richard 
Barwell,  Esquire,  a  near  relation  of  Daniel  Octavus  Bar- 
well,  aforesaid,  and  the  governor  general,  Warren  Has- 
tings, who,  in  case  of  an  equality,  bad  the  casting  voice. 
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VI. 

That  on  receiving  from  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell  full  and 
early  assurance  of  Fyzoola  Khan's  <^  having  preserved 
every  article  of  his  treaty  inviolate,"  the  resident  Mid- 
dieton  applied  for  the  vizier's  concurrence,  which  was 
readily  obtained ;  the  vizier  liowever  premising  that  he 
gave  his  consent,  <*  taking  it  for  granted,  that  on  Fyzoola 
Khan's  receiving  the  treaty,  and  khelaut  (or  robe  of  ho- 
nour) he  was  to  make  him  a  return  of  the  complimentary 
presents  usually  offered  on  such  occasions,  and  of  stick  an 
amount  as  should  be  a  manifestaiion  of  Fysoola  Khan'^s 
due  sense  of  his  frimdship^  and  suUable  to  his  excel" 
lency's  rank  to  receive  ;"  and  that  the  resident  Middle- 
ton  ^'  did  make  himself  in  some  measure  responsible  for 
the  said  presents  being  obtained,'*  and  did  write  to  Mr. 
Daniel  Barwell  aocordlngly. 

VU. 

That  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  council  herein  he^ 
fore  recited,  the  solicited  guarantee,  under  the  seal  of  the 
resident  Middieton,  thus  duly  authorizedonbehalf  of  the 
company,  was  transmitted,  together  with  the  renewed 
treaty,  to  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell  aforesaid  at  Rampore; 
and  that  they  were  both  by  him,  the  said  Barwell,  pre- 
aented  to  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  with  a  solemnity  not 
often  paralleled,  *'  in  the  presence  of  the  greatest  part  of 
the  nabob's  subjects,  who  were  assembled,  that  the  cere- 
mony might  create  a  full  belief  in  the  breast  of  all  his 
people,  that  tiie  company  would  protect  him  as  long  at 
be  strictly  adhered  to  the  letter  of  his  treaty." 

VIII. 

That  in  the  conclusion  of  the  said  ceremony  the  Nabob 
Fyzoola  Kiian  did  deliver  to  the  said  Barwell,  for  the  use 
of  the  vizier,  a  nuzzer  (or  present)  of  elephants,  horses, 
&c,  and  did  add  thereto  a  lack  of  rupees,  or  10,000/.  and 
upwards;  which  sum  the  said  Barwell, '^ not  being  au- 
thorized to  accept  any  pecuniary  consideration,  did  at 
first  refuse ;  but  upon  Fyzoola  Khan's  urging,  that  on 
luch  occasions  it  was  the  invariable  custom  of  Ilindos- 
tan,  and  that  it  must  on  tlie  present  be  expectedy  as  it  had 
been  formerly  the  case  ;^*  (bat  when,  does  not  appear;) 
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he  the  said  Barwell  did  accept  the  said  lack  in  the 
name  of  the  vizier,  our  ally,  "  in  whose  wealth  (as  War- 
ren Hastings  on  another  occasion  observed)  we  should 
participate,"  and  on  whom  we  at  that  time  had  an  accu- 
mulating demand. 

IX. 

That  over  and  above  the  lack  of  rupees  thus  presented 
to  the  vizier,  the  Nabob  Fyzooia  Khan  did  likewise  offer 
one  other  lack  of  rupees,  or  upwards  of  10,000/.  more, 
for  the  company,  ^<  as  some  acknowledgment  of  the  obli- 
gation he  received :  that  although  such  acknowledgment 
was  not  pretended  to  be  the  invariable  custom  of  Hin< 
dostan  on  such  occasions,  however  it  might  on  the  pre- 
sent be  expected.'^  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell  aforesaid  (know- 
ing probably  the  disiK)sition  and  views  of  the  then  actual 
government  at  CalcutU)  did  not,  even  at  fintt^  decline 
the  said  offer,  but,  as  he  was  not  empowered  to  accept 
it,  did  immediately  propose  taking  a  bond  for  the  amount 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  board  should  be  known. 

That  the  offer  was  accordingly  communicated  by  the 
said  Barwell  to  the  resident  Middleton,  to  be  by  him  the 
resident  referred  to  the  board ;  and  that  it  was  so  refer- 
red :  that  in  reply  to  the  said  reference  of  the  resident 
Middleton,  the  governor  general  (Warren  Hastings)  did 
move  and  carry  a  vote  of  council,  *<  authorizing  Mr. 
Middleton  to  accept  the  offer  made  by  Fyzooia  Khan  to 
the  company  of  one  lack  of  rupees,''  without  assigning 
any  reason  whatever  in  support  of  the  said  motion,  not- 
withstanding it  was  objected  by  a  member  of  the  board, 
*'  that,  if  the  measure  was  riglit,  it  became  us  to  adopt  it 
without  such  a  consideration;"  and  that  "our accepting 
of  the  lack  of  rupees  as  a  reconir)ense  for  our  interposition 
IS  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  government  (of  Calcutta) 
and  will  discredit  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indian  powers." 

That  the  acceptance  of  the  said  sum,  in  this  circum- 
stance, was  beneath  the  dignity  of  ilie  said  goverument, 
and  did  tend  so  to  discredit  us ;  and  that  the  motion  of 
the  said  Hastings  for  such  acceptance  was  therefore 
highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  this  nation. 

X. 

That  the  aforesaid  member  of  the  council  did  further 


aHiMft  WAHMW  MaWuhs.  Mft 

fSkapproye  altogether  or  the  gtlaftifite«i  *^  An  ttiiMcMIMt- 
rj  r  and  t  hilt*  another  mettber  of  coitneil,  Riebllrd  Btlr- 
ifell,  Esquire,  the  tietir  relation  bf  t>afilel  OcturiM  bar- 
well,  herein  before  named,  did  declare  (but  after  the  Mid 
jiuaratitee  bad  taken  place)  that  <<  tbh  go^rmnent  {(bf 
Calcutta)  was  in  Tact  engaged,  bf  Colonel  Chitlibioo'a 
signature  being  to  the  treaty  frith  Fyzeoh  Khan,    ib&t 
the  Raid  unnecessary  guarantee  did  not  only  subject  to 
a  heary  expense  a  prince  #hoin  we  Were  boitild  to  pr6- 
tect,  but  did  further  produce  in  his  mind  the  folloWiug 
obvious  and  natural  conclusion ;  namely,  ^*  thai  theaigna^ 
hire  of  any  person^  in  whatever  public  capacity  he  at  prt^ 
setU  appears^  mil  not  be  valid  and  qffffect^  as  soon  as 
nome  other  shall  fill  his  station  ;''  a  conclusion,  faowevery 
immediately  tending  to  the  total  discredit  of  all  powers 
delegated  from  the  board  to  any  individual  serTant  of  the 
company,  and  consequently  to  clog,  perplex,  and  embar- 
rass, in  future,  all  transactions  carried  on  at  a  distance 
from  the  seat  of  government,  and  to  disttirb  the  security 
of  all  persons  possessing  instruments  already  so  ratified ; 
yet  the  only  conclusion  left  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  which  did 
net  involve  some  affront  either  to  the  private  honour  of 
the  company's  servants,  or  to  the  public  honour  of  the 
company  itself;  and  that  the  suspicions  which  originated 
from  the  said  idea  in  the  breast  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  resident  Middleton*8  authority,  did  com- 
pel the  governor  general,  Warren  Hastings  to  obviate 
the  had  effects  of  his  first  motion  for  the  guarantee  by  a 
second  motion ;  namely^  **  that  a  letter  be  written  to 
Fyzoola  Khan  from  myself,  confirmhifr  the  obligations 
of  the  company y  as  gvurantces  to  the  treaty  formed  be- 
iween  hiui  and  the  vizier;  which  will  be  equivalent  in 
its  effect,  though  not  in  form,  to  an  engagement  sent  hioi 
with  the  company's  seal  affixed  to  it.'* 

XII. 

That  whether  the  guarantee  aforesaid  was  or  was  not 
uecessary;  whether  it  created  a  new  obligation,  or  but 
more  fully  recognized  an  obligation  previously  existing; 
I  lie  governor  general,  Warren  Hastings,  by  the  said 
^zuarantec,  did,  in  the  most  explicit  niaiiiicr,  pledge  an4 
fvoromit  the  public  faith  of  the  company^  and  the  nation ; 
aad  that  by  the  subsequent  letter  of  tKe  s^nd  Ua^ftiDp 
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(which  he  at  his  own  motion  wrote,  confirming  to  Fjr- 
zoola  Khan  the  aforesaid  guarantee)  the  said  Hasting 
did  again  pledge  and  commit  the  public  faith  of  the  com- 
pany and  the  nation,  in  a  manner  (as  the  said  Hastings 
oimself  remarked)  ''equivalent  to  an  engagement  witli 
the  company's  seal  affixed  to  it ;"  and  more  particularly 
binding  the  said  Hastings  personally  to  exact  a  due  ob« 
servance  of  the  guarantied  treaty,  especially  to  protect 
the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  against  any  arbitrary  conairiic- 
tion^  or  unwarranted  requisition  of  the  yiaier. 
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THANKS  OP  THE  BOARD  TO  PY- 

ZOOLA  KHAN. 


That  soon  after  the  completion  of  the  guarantee,  in 
the  same  year  1778,  intelligence  was  received  in  India 
of  a  irar  between  England  and  France:  that  on  the  first 
intimation  thereof  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  <^  being  indi- 
rectly sounded,"  did  show  much  ''  promptness  to  render 
the  company  any  assistance  within  the  bounds  of  hit 
finances  and  ability ;"  and  that  by  the  suggestion  of  the 
resident  Middleton,  herein  before  named,  be  (the  Nabob 
Fyzoola  Khan)  in  a  letter  to  the  governor  general  and 
council,  did  make  a  voluntary  '<  offer  to  maintain  3,000 
cavalry  (ail  he  had)  for  our  service  ;**  <«  though  he  was 
under  no  obligation  to  furnish  the  company  with  a  single 


man." 


ir. 

That  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did  even  '<  anticipate 
the  wishes  of  the  board ;"  and  that  "  on  an  application 
made  to  him  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Muir,"  the  Nabob 
Fyzoola  Khan  did,  **  without  hesitation  or  delay,"  fur- 
nish him  (the  said  Muir)  with  500  of  his  best  cavalry. 

That  the  said  conduct  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  was 
communicated  by  the  company's  servants,  both  to  each 
other,  and  to  their  employers,  with  expressions  of  '^  plea- 
sure" and  '< particular  satisfaction,"  as  an  event  ''even 
surpassing  their  expectations:"  that  the  governor  gene* 
ral,  Warren  Hastings,  was  officially  requested  to  convey 
''  the  thanks  of  the  board ;"  and  that,  not  satisBed  with 
the  bare  discharge  of  his  duty  under  the  said  request,  he 
the  said  Hastings  did,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1779,  write 
to  Fyzoola,  "  that  f n  his  own  name^^^  as  well  as  '*  that  of 
the  board,  he  (the  said  Hastings)  returned  him  the 
warmest  thanks  for  this  instance  of  his  faithful  attach- 
ment to  the  company  and  the  £2ngli9h  nation.'' 


IV. 

That  bj  the  strong  expressions  abore  recited,  the 
•aid  WarreQ  fl^tinp  (lid  deliberately  tind  ^ mpb^tip^Uj 
add  his  own  partieafar  confirmation  to  the  generttt  toafi- 
■lonj  of  the  Nabob  F^zoola  Khan's  meritorious  fidelity, 
sod  of  his  consequent  claim  on  the  generosity,  no  less 
tfaaa  the  justice  of  the  British  government. 
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DEMANDOF  FIVE  THOUSAND  HORSE. 


I. 

That>  notwitbitainding  his  owd  private  honour  thuA 
deeply  engaged,  notwithstanding  the  public  justice  and 
generosity  of  the  company  and  the  nation  thus  solemnly 
committed,  disregarding  the  plain  import  and  positive 
terms  of  the  guarantied  treaty,  the  governor  general^ 
Warren  Hastings  afore^d,  in  November,  17iiO, ;  while  a 
body  of  Fyzoola  Khan^s  cavalry,  voluntarily  granted, 
were  still  serving  under  a  British  officer)  did  recommend 
to  the  vizier  "  to  require  from  Fyzoola  Khan  the  quot$ 
of  troops  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be  furnished  by  the 
latter  for  his  (the  vizier's)  service,  being  fivs  thou* 
SAND  BoasE ;"  though,  as  the  visier  did  not  march  ia 
person,  he  was  not,  under  any  construction  of  the  treaty^ 
entitled  by  stipulation  to  more  than  two  or  three  thou^ 
sand  troops^^*  horse  and  foot  ^'  according  to  the  ability 
of  Fyzoola  Khan  ;"  and  that,  whereas  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  would  have  been  guilty  of  very  criminal  per- 
6dy,  if  he  had  simply  neglectod  to  interfere  as  a  gut-, 
rantee  against  a  demand  thus  plainly  contrary  to  th<i 
faith  of  treaty,  sp  he  aggravated  the  guilt  of  bis  perfidy^ 
in  tlie  moBt  atrocious  degree,  by  being  himself  the  first 
mover  and  instigator  of  that  injustice,  which  he  wa» 
bound  by  so  many  ties  on  himself,  the  company,  and  thai 
nation,  not  only  not  to  promote,  but  by  every  exertion 
of  authority,  influence,  and  power,  to  control,  to  diverljil 
or  to  res'ist. 

II. 

Thut  the  answer  of  Fyzoola  Kiian  to  the  vizier  did 
represent,  with  many  expressions  of  deference,  duty  and 
allegiance,  that. 

The  whole  force  allowed  him  was  but  "  five  thousand 
men,"  and  that  *'  these  consisted  of  two  thousand  horaei 
ami  three  thousand  foot ;  which  (he  adds)  in  consequtoco 
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of  our  intimate  connexion  are  equally  yours  and  the  com- 
pany's;" though  he  does  subsequently  intimate,  that 
^  the  three  thousand  foot  are  for  the  management  of  the 
concerns  of  his  jaghires,  and  without  them  the  collec- 
tions can  never  be  made  in  time.'' 

That  on  the  communication  of  the  said  answer  to  the 
governor  general,  Warren  Hastings,  he  the  said  Hasting? 
(wi)o,  as  the  council  now  consisted  only  of  himself  and 
Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  **  united  in  his  own  person  all 
the  powers  of  government")  was  not  induced  to  relax 
from  his  unjust  purpose :  but  did  proceed  with  new  vio- 
lence to  record,  that 

"  The  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  had  evaJed  the  perform- 
mnre  of  his  part  of  the  ireidy  between  the  late  Nabob 
Sujah  ul  Dowlah  and  him  to  which  the  honourable  com-' 
pany  were  guarantees,  and  upon  which  he  was  lately 
summoned  to  furnish  the  stipulated  number  of  troops, 
which  he  is  obliged  to  furnish,  on  the  condition  by  which 
he  holds  the  jaghire  granted  to  him." 

That  by  the  vagud  and  indefinite  term  of  evasion,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  introduce  a  loose  and  arbitra* 
ry  principle  of  interpreting  forma!  engagements,  which 
ought  to  be  regarded,  more  especially  bv  guarantees,  in 
a  sense  the  most  literally  scrupulous  and  precise. 

That  he  charged  with  such  evs^sion  a  moderate,  ham- 
ble,  and  subinissive  representation  on  a  point,  which 
would  have  warranted  a  peremptory  refusal,  and  a  posi- 
tive remonstrance;  and  that  in  consequence  of  the  said 
imputed  evasion,  he  indicated  a  disposition  to  attach, 
mich  a  forfeiture,  as  in  justice  could  only  have  followed 
from  a  gross  breach  of  treaty ;  though  the  said  Hastings 
did  not  then  pretend  any  actual  infringement  ey^n  of 
the  least  among  the  conditions,  to  which,  in  the  name  of 
the  company,  he,  tlie  said  Hastings,  was  the  executive 
guarantee. 

HI. 

That  however  "  the  number  pf  troops  stipulated  by 
treaty  may  haiVe  been  understood,''  at  the  period  of  the 
original  demand,  **  to  be  five  thousand  horse,"  yet  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  when  he  recorded  the 
supposed  evasion  of  Fyzoola  Khan's  answer  to  the  said 
demand,  could  not  be  unacouarnted  with  the  express 
words  of  the  stipulation,  as  n  letter  of  the  vizier,  imisrt^ 
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ed  in  the  same  consultation,  refers  the  governor  general 
to  enclosed  copies ''  of  all  engagements  entered  into  by 
the  iate  vizier^  and  by  himself  (the  reigning  yizier)  with 
Pyzoola  Khan ;"  and  that  the  treaty  itself  therefore  was 
at  the  very  moment  before  the  said  Warren  Hastings ; 
which  treaty  (as  the  said  Hastings  observed  with  respect 
to  another  treaty,  in  the  case  of  another  person)  **  most  ^^^' 
assuredly  does  not  contain  a  syllable  to  justify  his  con-  oa  Mr. 
duct  9  but  by  the  unexampled  latitude  which  he  assumes  tow*i_ 
in  his  constructions,  he  may,  if  he  pleases,  extort  this  er  ***** 
tfny  other  meaning  from  any  part  of  it." 

IV. 

That  the  vizier  himself  appears  by  no  means  to  have 
been  persuaded  of  his  own  right  to  five  thousand  horse 
under  the  treaty ;  since  in  his  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  he  (the  vizier)  no  where  mentions  the  treaty  as 
the  ground  of- his  demand,  except  where  he  isrecapitu- 
latiug  to  the  governor  general,  Warren  Hastings,  the 
substance  of  bis  (the  said  Hastings')  own  letters ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  vizier  hints  his  apprehensions  lest  Fyzool» 
Khan  should  appeal  to  the  treaty  against  the  demand, 
as  a  breach  thereof,  in  which  case  he  (the  vizier)  informs 
the  said  Hastings  of  the  projected  reply :  ^'  Should  Fy'> 
zoola  Khan  (says  the  vizier)  mention  any  thing  of  the 
tenor  of  the  treaty,  tke  first  breach  of  it  has  been  coiii«> 
mitted  by  Am,  in  keeping  up  more  men  than  allowed  of 
by  the  treaty ;  /  liave  accordingly  sent  a  person  to  settle 
that  point  also.  In  case  he  should  mention  to  me  any 
thing  respecting  the  treaty,  I  will  then  reproach  him 
with  having  kepi  up  too  many  troops,  and  will  oblige  him 
to  send  the  five  thousand  horse ;"  thereby  clearly  inti- 
mating,  that  as  a  remonstrance  against  the  demand,  as  a 
breach  of  treaty,  could  only  be  answered  by  charging  a 
prior  breach  of  treaty  on  Fyzoola  Khan ;  so,  by  annul- 
ling the  whole  treaty,  to  reduce  the  question  to  a  mere 
question  of  force,  and  thus  *' oblige  Fyzoola  Khan  to 
send  the  five  thousand  horse:"  ''for  (continues  the  vi- 
aier)  if,  when  the  company's  affairs,  on  which  my  honour 
depends,  require  it,  Fyzoola  Khan  will  not  lend  his  ai- 
aistance,  what  use  is  there  to  continue  the  country  to 
Wm/" 

Tiiat  the  vizier  actually  did  make  his  application  to 
l^yzoola  Khao  for  the  5,000  horse,  not  as  for  an  aid,  to 
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which  be  bad  a  jast  clainiy  but  as  for  something  oVer  ftml^ 
above  the  obligatioos  of  the  treaty^  sotnetbiBg  *^  that 
would  give  increase  to  their  friendship}  and  satiifiu^lioa 
to  the  nabob  governor/'  (meaning  the  laid  Hiatingfe) 
whose  directions  he  represents  as  the  motive  ''of  his 
call  for  the  5,000  horse  to  be  employed*'  not  in  bis  (the 
vizier's)  but  in  the  **  company's  service." 

And,  that  the  aforesaid  Warren  Hastings  did  theM- 
fore,  in  recording  the  ansiTer  of  Fysoola  Khan  at  ao  em- 
sion  of  treaty,  act  in  notorious  contradiction  not  only  to 
that  which  ought  to  have  been  the  fair  coDstruotiod  of 
the  said  treaty,  but  to  that  which  he,  the  said  Hastings* 
must  have  known  to  be  the  vizier's  own  interpretation  of 
the  same,  disposed  as  the  vizier  was  *'  to  reproach  Fy* 
loola  Khan  with  breach  of  treaty,*'  and  to  *^  l^nd  up 
persons  wl)o  should  settle  points  with  him." 

V. 

That  the  feaid  Warren  Hastings,  not  thinking  himself 
justified,  on  the  mere  plea  of  an  evasion  to  push  forward 
his  proceedings  to  that  extremity,  wiiich  he  seems  al- 
ready to  have  made  his  scope  and  object,  and  seeking 
some  better  colour  for  his  unjust  and  violent  j>urpose9^ 
did  further  move,  that  commissioners  siiouid  t>e  sent 
from  the  vizier  and  the  company  to  Fyzoola  Khan  to  in- 
sist on  a  clause  of  a  treaty,  which  no  wiiere  ap[>eara,  be- 
ing essentially  difiTerent  from  the  treaty  of  Lall-Dangg, 
though  not  in  the  part  on  which  the  requisition  is  found- 
ed ;  and  the  said  Hastings  did  then,  hi  a  style  unusuail/ 
imperative,  proceed  as  follows : 

^'  Demand  immediate  delivery  q/"  3,000  cavalry  i  and 
if  he  shatild  evade,  or  refuse  complianUi  that  the  aeptUi^f 
shall  deliver  lUm  a  Jormal  protest  against  him  for 
breach  of  treaty;  and  return,  making  this  report  to  the 
vizier,  which  Mr.  Middletonis  to  transmit  to  the  board.'* 

VI. 

That  the  said  motion  of  the  governor  general  HastiogSI 
was  ordered  accordingly^  the  council,  as  alrendy  ha9 
been  herein  related,  con<iistiii|^but  of  two  members,  and 
the  said  Hastings  consequently  *'  uniting  in  his  own  per* 
<w>n  all  the  powers  of  government." 
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VII. 

That  when  the  said  Hastings  ordered  the  said  demand 
for  3,000  cavalry,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  well  knew  tliat 
a  compliance  therewith,  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob  Fy- 
zoola  Khan,  was  utterly  impossible ;  for  he*  the  said 
Hastings,  had  at  the  very  moment  before  him  a  letter  of 
Fyzoola  Khan,  stating  that  he,  Fyzoola  Khan,  had  *'  but 
two  thousand  cavalry"  altogether;  which  letter  is  en* 
lered  on  the  records  of  the  company,  in  the  same  con« 
sultation,  immediately  preceding  the  governor  general's 
minute.  That  the  said  Hastings  therefore  knew,  that 
the  only  possible  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  demand 
necessarily  and  inevitably  must  be  a  protest  for  a  breach 
of  treaty ;  and  the  court  of  directors  did  not  hesitate 
to  declare,  that  the  said  demand  **  carried  the  appear- 
ance of  a  determination  to  create  a  pretext  for  depriving 
him  (Fyzoola  Khan)  of  his  jaghire  entirely,  or  to  leave 
him  at  the  mercy  of  the  vixier.'* 

VIII. 

That  Richard  Johnson,  Esquire,  assistant  resident  at 
Oude,  was,  agreeably  to  the  afore-mentioned  order  of 
rouncil,  deputed  commissioner  from  Mr.  Middleton  and 
the  vizier  to  Fyzoola  Khan ;  but  that  he  did  early  give 
the  most  indecent  proofs  of  glaring  partiality  to  the  pre« 
judice  of  the  said  Fyzoola  Khan ;  for  that  the  very  next 
day  (as  it  seems)  after  his  arrival,  he,  the  said  Johnson, 
from  opinions  imbibed  in  his  journey,  did  state  himself 
to  be  *'  unwilling  to  draw  any  favourable  or  flattering  in* 
ferences  relatively  to  the  object  of  his  mission ;''  and 
did  studiously  seek  to  find  new  breaches  of  treaty; 
and  without  any  form  of  regular  inquiry  whatever^ 
from  a  single  glance  of  his  eye  in  passing,  did  take  upon 
himself  to  pronounce  "  the  Rohilla  soldiers,  in  the  dis* 
trict  of  Rampore  alone,  to  be  not  less  than  20,000,"  and 
the  grant  of  course  to  be  forfeited*  And  that  such  a 
gross  and  palpable  display  of  a  predetermination  to  dis* 
cover  guilt  did  argue  in  the  said  Johnson  a  knowledge,  a 
strong  presumption,  or  a  belief,  that  such  representations 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  secret  wishes  and  views  of 
the  said  Hastings,  under  whose  orders  he,  the  aaid 
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Johnson,  acted,  and  to  whom  all  his  reports  were  to  be 
referred. 

IX. 

That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  did  soon  after  proceed 
to  the  immediate  object  of  his  mission,  ''  which  (the  said 
Johnson  relates)  was  short  to  a  degree."  The  demand 
was  made,  and  *<  a  flat  refusal"  given ;  the  question  was  re* 
peated  with  like  effect.  The  said  Johnson,  id  presence 
of  proper  witnesses,  then  diew  up  his  protest,  ^'  together 
with  a  memorandum  of  a  palliative  offer  made  by  the  na- 
bob Fy  zoo  la  Khan,"  and  inserted  in  the  protest : 

'^  That  he  would,  in  compliance  with  the  demand,  and 
in  c.onfonnity  to  the  ireaiy^  which  specified  no  definilive 
number  of  cavalry  or  infantry y  only  expressing  iroop9p 
furnish  3,000  men;  viz.  he  would,  in  addition  to  the 
1,000  cavalry  already  granted,  give  1,000  more,  when  and 
wheresoever  required,  and  1,000  foot ;"  together  with  one 
year's  pay  in  advance,  and  funds  for  the  regular  payment 
of  them  in  future. 

And  this  (the  said  Richard  Johnson  observes)  ^^  I  put 
down  at  his  (the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's)  particular  de- 
sire, but  otherwise  useless,  as  my  orders  (which  orders 
do  not  appear)  were  twt  to  receive  any  palliation^  bni  a 
negative  or  ajfirmnlivc  ;'^  though  such  palliation,  asjt  is 
called  by  the  said  Johnson,  might  be,  as  it  was,  in  the 
strictest  conformity  to  the  treaty. 

x! 

That  in  the  said  offer  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  in- 
stead of  palliating,  did  at  once  admit  the  extreme  right 
of  the  vizier,  under  the  treaty,  by  agreeing  to  furnish 
3,000  men  when  he  (Fyzoola  Khan;  would  have  been  jus- 
tified in  pleading  his  inability  to  send  more  than  tw» 
thousand.  That  such  inability  would  not  (as  appears) 
have  been  a  false  and  evasive  plea,  but  perfectly  true 
and  valid;  as  the  three  thousand  foot  maintained  by 
Fyzoola  Khan  were  for  the  purposes  of  his  internal  go- 
vernment, for  which  tJie  whole  three  thousand  must  have 
been  demonstrably  necessary  ;  and  that  the  Nabob  Fy- 
zoola Khan,  by  declining  tuavaithimself  of  aplea  so  fair, 
so  well  founded,  and  so  consonant  to  tlie  indulgence  ex- 
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prcsslj  acknowledged  in  the  treatj,  and  by  thus  meeting 
the  specific  demand  of  the  vizier  as  fully  as,  according  ' 
to  tna  own  military  establishment,  he  could,  did  for  the 
said  ofler  deserve  rather  the  thanks  of  the  said  vizier  and 
the  company,  tlian  the  protest,  which  the  aforesaid 
Johnson,  under  the  orders  of  Warren  Hastings,  did  de> 
liver. 

XI. 

That  the  report  of  the  said  protest,  as  well  as  the 
former  letter  of  the  said  Jolmson,  were  by  the  resident, 
Middleton,  transmitted  to  the  board,  together  with  a  let* 
ter  from  the  vizier,  founded  on  the  said  report  and  letter  of 
the  said  Johnson,  pro{)osing  in  consequence  ^^  to  resume 
tlie  ^rant,  and  to  leave  Fyzoola  Khan  to  join  his  other 
faithless  brethren,  who  were  sent  across  the  Ganges." 

That  the  said  papers  were  read  in  council  on  the  4th 
of  June,  17151,  when  the  governor  general,  Warren  Has- 
tings, did  move  and  carry  a  vote  to  suspend  a  final  reso- 
lution on  the  same;  and  the  said  Hastings  did  not  ex- 
press any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
Johnson  ;  neither  did  the  said  Hastings  assign  any  rea- 
sons for  his  motion  of  suspension,  v/hich  passed  without 
debate.  That  in  trutli  the  said  Hastings  had  then  pro- 
jected a  journey  up  the  country  to  meet  the  vizier,  for 
the  settlement  of  articles  relative  to  the  regulation  of 
Oude  and  its  dependencies,  among  which  was  included 
the  jngiiire  of  Fyzoola  Khan ;  and  the  said  Hastings,  for 
the  aforesaid  purposes,  did,  on  the  3d  of  July,  by  hii 
own  casting  vote,  grant  to  himself,  and  did  prevail  on  his 
colleague,  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  to  grant  a  certain 
illegal  delegation  of  the  wholo  powers  of  the  governor  ge- 
neral and  council ;  and  on  the  seventh  of  the  same  month 
did  proceed  on  his  way  to  join  the  vizier  at  a  place  calf- 
ed  Chunar  on  the  borders  of  Benares ;  and  that  the 
aforesaid  vote  of  suspending  a  final  resolution  on  the 
transactions  with  Fyzoola  Khan,  was  therefore  in  sub- 
stance and  effect  a  reference  thereof  by  the  said  Hastings^ 
from  himself  in  council  with  his  colleague  Wheler,  to 
himself  in  conference  and  negotiation  with  the  vizier, 
who,  from  the  first  demand  of  the  5,000  horae,  had  taken 
every  occasion  of  showing  his  inclination  to  dispossess 
Fyzoola  Kban,  and  who  beforo  the  said  demand  (in  a  let- 
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tcr,  which  does  not  appear,  but  which  the  I'izier  himself 
quotes  as  antecedent  to  the  said  demand)  had  complained 
to  the  said  Hastings  of  the  <' injury  and  irregularity  in 
the  management  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  Ramporc, 
arising  from  Fyzoola  Khan  having  the  uncoD trolled  do- 
mioioa  of  that  district." 
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TREATY  OF  CHUNAR. 


I. 

That  the  goFernor  general,  Warren  Hastiogi,  beiog 
Tested  with  the  illegal  powers  before  recited,  did,  on  the 
12th  of  September,  1781,  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the 
vizier  at  Chunar ;  which  treaty  (as  the  said  Hastings  re- 
lates) was  drawn  up  '*  from  a  series  of  requisitions  pre- 
sented to  him  (the  said  Hastings)  by  the  vizier,"  and  by 
him  received  "  with  an  instant  and  unqualified  assent  to 
each  article ;"  and  that  the  said  Hastings  assigns  his  rea- 
sons for  such  ready  assent  in  the  following  words :  ^^  I 
considered  the  subjects  of  his  (the  vizier's)  requests,  as 
essential  to  the  reputation  of  our  government,  and  no  less 
to  our  interest  than  his." 

H. 

That  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chunar  the  third  article  is 
as  follows : 

"  That  as  Fyzoola  Khan  has  by  his  breach  of  treaty 
forfeited  the  protection  of  the  English  government,  and 
causes  by  his  continuance  in  his  present  independent 
state  great  alarm  and  detriment  to  the  nabob  vizier,  he 
l>e  permitted,  wlien  lime  ^hiill  suit,  to  resume  his  lauds, 
and  pay  him  in  money,  through  the  resident,  the  amount 
stipulated  by  treaty,  ;ifter  deducting  the  amount  and 
cliargcs  of  the  troo|m  he  stands  engaged  to  furnish  by 
treaty ;  which  amount  shall  be  passed  to  the  account  of 
the  company  during  the  continuance  of  tlie  present  war." 

HI. 

That  for  the  better  elucidation  of  his  policy  in  the 
several  articles  of  the  treaty  above  mentioned,  the  said 
Hastings  did  send  to  the  council  of  Calcutta  (now  con- 
anting  of  Edward  Wheler  and  John  Macpherson, 
Esquires)  two  different  copies  of  the  said  treaty,  with 
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explanatory  minutes  opposed  to  each  article ;  and  thai 
the  minute  opposed  to  the  third  article  is  thus  ex- 
pressed: 

*'  Tbe  conduct  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  in  refusing  the  aid 
demanded,  thougli  hiot  an  absolute  breach  of  treaty^  was 
evasive  and  uncandid.  ^The  demand  was  made  for  5,000 
cavalry.  ^The  en^ai^ement  in  the  treaty  is  literally  for 
5,000  horse  and  foot ;  Fyzoola  Khan  could  not  be  igno- 
rant that  we  had  no  occasion  for  any  succours  of  infantry 
from  him,  and  that  cavalry  would  be  of  the  most  essen- 
tial service.  ^So  scrupulous  an  attention  to  literal  ex- 
pressiony  when  a  more  liberal  interpretation  would  have 
been  highly  useful  and  acceptable  to  usy  strongly  murks 
his  unfriendly  disposition^  though  it  may  not  impeach  lug 
fidelity y  and  leaves  him  little  claim  to  any  exertions  from 
us  for  the  continuance  of  his  jaghires.   But  */  ani  vf 
opinion  that  neither  the  visier^s  nor  the  company^s  inte- 
rests would  be  promoted  by  depriving  Fyzoola  Khan  ijf 
his  independencyy  and  I  have  ^therefore  reserved  the  exe- 
culion  of  this  agreement  to  an  indefinite  term  ;  and  our 
government  may  always  interpose  to  prevent   any  ill 
effects  from  it*''' 

IV. 

That  in  his  aforesaid  authentic  evidence  of  his  owti 
pnrposes,  motives,  and  principles,  in  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  said  Hastings  hath  established 
divers  matters  of  weighty  and  serious  crimination  against 
himself. 

1st.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  acknowledge  thereia 
that  he  did,  in  a  public  instrument,  solemnly  recognize, 
" as  a  breach  of  treatyy^  and  as  such,  did  subject  to  the 
consequent  penalties  an  act  which  he,  the  said  Hastings, 
did  at  the  same  time  think,  and  did  immediately  de- 
&pia-  clare  to  be  "  ^lo  hreuch  oftrenty;^^  and  by  so  falsely  and 
{Sflutt.  unjustly  proceeding  against  a  |)erson  under  the  compa- 
ny's guarantee,  the  said  Hastings,  on  his  own  confession, 
did  himself  break  the  faith  of  the  said  guarantee. 

2d.  That  in  justifying  this  breach  of  the  company^ 
faith  the  said  Hastings  doth  wholly  abandon  his  second 
peremptory  demand  for  the  3,000  horse^  and  the  protest 
cxinsequent  thereon  ;  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby 
himself  condemn  the  violence  and  injustice  of  the  same. 

3dly.  That  in  recurring  to  the  original  demand  of  five 
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tboiuaDd  horse  as  the  ground  of  his  justificationy  the  daid 
Bastings  doth  falsely  assert  *'tbc  engagement  in  the 
treaty  to  be  literalljf  five  ihoiisand  horse  and  foot^** 
whereas  it  is  in  fact  for  two  or  threb  thousand  men  ; 
and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby  wilfully  attempt  to 
deceive  and  mislead  liis  employers^  which  is  a  high  crime 
and  misdemeanor  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust* 

4tiily.  That  with  a  view  to  his  further  justiGcatioOy. 
the  said  Hastings  dolh  advance  a  principle,  that'* a  scru* 
pulous  attention  to  the  literal  expression**  of  a  guaran- 
tied treaty  *'  leaves**  to  the  person  so  observing  the  same 
'^  but  little  claim  to  the  exertions**  of  a  gtmrantee  on  his 
bfhdf;  that  such  a  principle  is  utterly  subversive  of  all 
faith  of  guarantees,  and  is  therefore  highly  criminal  in  the 
first  executive  member  of  a  government,  and  must  neces- 
sarily stand  in  that  mutual  relation  to  many. 

6thly.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  profess  his  opinion 
of  an  article,  to  which  he  gave  an  "  instant  and  unquali^ 
fied  assent f**  that  it  was  a  measure, ''  by  which  neither  the 
tijier^s  nor  the  company*s  interests  would  be  promotedf*^ 
but  from  which,  without  some  interposition,  "  ill  effects 
must  be  expected;^*  and  that  the  said  Hastings  doth 
thereby  charge  himself  with  a  high  breach  of  trust  to- 
wards his  employers. 

6thly.  That  the  said  Hastings  having  thus  confessed 
that  consciously  and  wilfully  ijrom  what  motives  he  hath 
Dot  chosen  to  confess)  he  did  give  his  formal  sanction  to 
a  measure  both  of  injustice  and  impolicy,  be  the  said 
Hastings  doth  urge,  in  his  defence,  that  he  did  at  the 
same  time  insert  words  "  reserving  the  execution  of  the 
said  agreement  to  an  indefinite  term ;"  with  an  intent 
that  it  might  in  truth  be  never  executed  at  all;  but  that 
«« our  government  might  always  interpose,"  without  right, 
by  means  of  an  indirect  and  undue  influence,  to  prevent 
the  ill  effects  following  from  a  collusive  surrender  of  a 
clear  and  authorized  right  to  interpose;  and  the  said 
Hastings  doth  thereby  declare  himself  to  have  intro- 
duced a  principle  of  duplicity,  deceit,  and  double  dealing, 
into  a  public  engagement,  which  ought  in  its  essence  to 
be  clear,  open,  and  explicit ;  that  such  a  declaration 
tends  to  shake  and  overthrow  the  confidence  of  all  in  the 
most  solemn  instruments  of  any  person  so  declaring,  and 
is  therefore  a  iiigli  crime  and  misdemeanor  in  the  first 
executive  member  of  government,  by  whom  all  treaties 
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and  othor  eDg^^ements  of  the  state  are  prlncipall  jr  to  be 
conducted. 

V. 

That  by  the  explanatory  minute  aforesaid  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  doth  further,  in  the  most  direct  man- 
ner, contradict  his  own  assertions  in  the  very  letter 
which  enctosed  the  said  minute  to  his  colleagues ;  for 
•  that  one  of  the  articles,  to  which  he  there  gave  '*  an  in- 
Btant  and  unqtialified  assent j  as  no  less  to  onr  interest 
than  to  the  visier*8j^  he  doth  here  declare  unequivocally 
to  be  neither  to  our  interest  nor  the  vixier^s ;  and  the 
<<  unqualified  assent"  given  to  the  said  article  is  now  so 
efualifiedy  as  wholly  to  defeat  itself.  That  by  such  irre- 
concileable  contradictions  the  said  Hastings  doth  incor 
the  suspicion  of  much  criminal  misrepresentation  in 
other  like  cases  of  unwitnessed  conferences ;  and  in  the 

5 resent  instance  (as  far  as  it  extends)  the  said  Hastings 
oth  prove  himself  to  have  given  an  account  both  of  his 
actions  and  motives,  by  his  own  confession  untrue,  for 
the  purpose  of  deceiving  his  employers,  which  is  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust. 

VI. 

That  the  said  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  as 
it  thus  stands  explained  by  the  said  Hastings  himself, 
doth  on  the  whole  appear  designed  to  hold  the  protection 
of  the  company  in  suspense ;  that  it  acknowledges  all 
right  of  interference  to  cease,  but  leaves  it  to  our  discre- 
tion to  determine  when  it  will  suit  our  conveniency  to 
give  the  vizier  the  liberty  of  acting  on  the  principles  by 
us  already  admitted :  that  it  is  dexterously  construct^ 
to  balance  the  desires  of  one  man,  rapacious  and  profuse, 
against  the  fears  of  another,  described  as  '*  of  extreme 
pusillanimity,  and  wealthy:''  but  that,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  secret  objects  of  the  artifice  and  intrigue 
confessed  to  form  its  very  essence,  it  must  on  the  very 
face  of  it  necessarily  implicate  the  company  in  a  breach 
of  faith,  whichever  might  be  the  event,  as  they  must 
equally  break  their  faith  either  by  withdrawing  their 
guarantee  unjustly,  or  by  continuing  that  guarantee  in 
oontradiction  to  this  treaty  of  Chunar ;  that  it  thus  tends 
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to  hold  out  to  India,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that  the 
public  principle  of  the  English  government  is  a  delibe- 
rate system  of  injustice,  joined  with  falsehoo<l,  of  im- 
policy, of  bad  faith,  and  treachery;  and  that  the  said 
article  is  therefore  in  the  highest  degree  derogatory 
to  the  honour,  and  injurious  to  the  interests,  of  \hU 
nation. 
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eONSEaUENCES  OP  THE  TREATY 

OF  CHUNAR 


I. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  go- 
vernor general,  Warren  Hasliflgs,  did  send  ofliciai  in- 
atnictiona,  respecting  the  Tarions  articles  of  the  said 
treaty,  to  the  said  resident  Middleton ;  and  that  in  a 
postscript,  the  said  Hastings  did  forbid  the  resumption 
of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's  jaghire,  ^^antiV  circumstan- 
ces may  render  it  more  expedient^  and  easy  to  be  at- 
tempted, than  the  present  more  material  pursirits  of  go- 
▼ernment  make  it  amear ;"  thereby  intimating  a  positive 
limitation  of  the  indefinitite  term  in  the  explanatory  oii- 
nute  above  recited ;  and  confining  the  suspension  of  the 
article  to  the  pressure  of  war. 

ir. 

That  soon  after  the  date  of  the  said  instructions,  and 
within  two  months  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  CbiH 
nar,  the  said  Hastings  did  cause  8ir  Eliijah  Impey ,  knight, 
his  majesty's  chief  justice  at  Fort  William,  to  disci^t 
the  justice  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  by  making  him 
the  channel  of  unwarrantable  communication;  and  did,- 
through  the  said  Sir  Elijah,  signify  to  the  resident,  Mid«^ 
dieton,  his  (the  said  Hastings')  ^'  approbation  of  a  svAsidg 
from  Fyzoola  Khan.'' 

III. 

That  the  resident,  in  answer,  represents  the  proper 
equivalent  for  2,000  horse,  and  1,000  foot  (the  forces  of- 
fered to  Mr.  Johnson  by  Fyzoola  Khan)  to  be  twelve 
lacks,  or  120,000/.  sterling,  and  upwards,  each  year; 
which  the  said  resident  supposes  is  considerably  l>eyond 
what  he  [Fyzoola  Khan]  rvill  voluniarily  pay :  '<  how- 
ever, if  it  is  your  wish  that  the  claim  shooM  be  made^  I 
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nm  ready  to  take  it  up,  and  yon  may  be  assureity  noihing 
m  my  power  sliall  be  lefl  undone^  to  carry  it  throngh.^^ 

IV. 

That  the  reply  t>f  the  said  HastiiigB  ^tli  no(t  appear; 
but  that  it  does  appear  on  record,  that  **  a  negotiation 
[Mr.  Johnson's]  was  beguir^^or  Fyzoohi  Khan's  cavalry 
io  act  with  General  Goddard,  and  oo  bis  (Fyzoola  Khan's) 
evading  it,  that  a  sum  of  money  was  demanded.^^ 

V. 

That  in  the  nodths  of  February,  March,  and  April, 
the  resident  Middleton  did  repeatedly  propose  the  re*, 
tumptbn  of  Fysoola  Khan's  jaghire,  agreeably  to  the 
treaty  of  Chunar ;  and  that,  driven  to  extremity  (as  the 
■aid  Hastings  supposes)  by  the  public  menaces  and  de- 
nunciations of  the  resident  and  minister,''  Hyder  Beg 
Khan,  a  creature  of  the  said  Hastings  (and  both  the  mi- 
nister and  resident  acting  professedly  oo  and  under  the 
treaty  of  Chunar)  "  the  Nabob  Fysoola  Khan  made  such 
preparations,  and  such  a  disposition  of  his  family  and 
wealth,  as  evidently  numifested  either  an  intended  or  an 
expected  rupture.** 

VI. 

That  on  tlie  6th  of  May  the  said  Hastings  did  send, 
his  conCdential  agent  and  friend.  Major  Palmer,  on  a  pri- 
vate commission  to  Lucknow ;  and  that  the^id  Palroei: 
was  charged  with  secret  instructions  relative  to  Fyzoola 
Khan,  but  of  what  import  cannot  be  ascertained,  the 
said  Hastings  in  his  public  instructions  having  inserted 
only  the  name  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  as  a  mere  reference  (ac* 
cording  to  the  explanation  of  the  said  Hastings)  to  what 
he  had  verbally  communicated  to  the  said  Palmer ;  and 
that  the  said  Hastings  was  thereby  guilty  of  a  criminal 
concealment. 

vn. 

Tha|t  some  time  about  the  month  of  August,  an  engage^ 
aent  happened  between  a  body  of  Fyzoola  Khan's  cavalry 
and  a  part  of  the  viiier's  annyf  in  which  the  latter  were 
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beaten,  and  their  guns  taken ;  that  the  resident  Middle- 
ton  did  represent  tlie  saoie  but  as  a  slight  and  accidental 
affray :  that  it  was  acknowledged  the  troops  of  the  vi- 
zier were  the  aggressors ;  that  it  did  appear  to  the  board, 
tod  to  the  said  Hastings  himself,  an  affair  of  more  con- 
siderable magnitudey  and  that  tiiey  did  make  the  conceal- 
ment thereof  an  article  of  charge  against  the  resideiit: 
Middleton,  though  tlie  said  resident  did  in  truth  acquaint 
them  with  the  same,  but  in  a  cursory  manner* 

VIII. 

That  immediately  after  the  said  ^^  fray"  at  Daranagur, 
the  visier  (who  was  ''  but  a  cipher  in  the  hands''  of  the 
minister  and  tlie  resident^  both  of  them  directly  appoint* 
ed  and  supported  by  the  said  Hastings)  did  make  oif  Fyr 
zoola  Khan  a  new  demand,  equally  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  treaty,  as  his  former  requisi- 
tions :  which  new  demand  was,  for  the  detachment  in 
garrison  at  Daranagur  to  be  cantoned,  as  a  stationary 
force  at  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  the  vizier ;  whereas  he 
(the  vizier)  had  only  a  right  to  demand  an  occasional  aid 
to  join  his  army  in  the  field,  or  in  garrison  during  a  war. 
But  the  said  new  demand  being  evaded^  or  rather  refused, 
agreeably  to  the  fair  construction  of  the  treaty  by  the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  the  matter  was  for  the  present 
dropped. 

IX. 

That  in  the  letter  in  which  the  resident  Middleton 
did  mention  '^  what  he  calls  the  fray"  aforesaid,  the  said 
Middleton  did  again  apply  for  the  resumption  of  the  jag- 
hire  of  Rampore ;  and,  that  the  objections  against  the 
measure  being  now  removed  (by  the  separate  peace  with 
Sciiidia)  he  desired  to  know  if  the  board  '<  would  give  as- 
surances of  their  support  to  the  vizier,  in  case^  which 
(says  the  resident)  /  thitik  very  probable,  his  [the  vizier's] 
own  strength  should  be  found  unequal  to  the  trnderto" 
kingp 

X. 

That  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  make 
the  foregoing  application  a  new  charge  against  the  ttA- 
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dent  MiddletoD,  yet  the  said  Hastings  did  only  criminate 
the  said  Middleton  for  a  proposal,  tending  '^  at  such  a  crisii 
to  increase  the  number  of  our  enemies  ;"  and  did  in  no 
degree,  either  in  bis  articles  of  charge,  or  in  his  accom? 
panying  minutes,  express  any  disapprobation  whatever  of 
the  principle ;  tliat  in  truth  the  whole  proceedings  of  the 
said  resident  were  the  natural  result  of  the  treaty  of  Chu* 
nar ;  that  the  proceedings  were,  from  time  to  time,  com- 
miftiicated  to  the  said  Hastings.  That  as  he  no  where 
charges  any  disobedience  of  orders  on  Mr.  Middleton 
with  respect  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  it  may  be  justly  inferred 
that  the  said  Hastings  did  not  interfere  to  check  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  Middleton  on  that  subject ;  and 
that  by  such  criminal  neglect  the  said  Hastings  did  make 
the  guilt  of  the  said  Middleton,  whatever  it  might  be« 
bis  owOf 
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PEGUNURY  COMMUTATION  OP  THE 

STIPULATED  AID. 


I. 

TflAT  on  the  charges,  and  for  the  misdemeanors  above 
specified,  together  with  divers  other  accusations^  the  gp- 
vernor  general,  Warren  Hastings,  in  September,  1.782, 
did  remove  the  aforesaid  Middleton  from  his  office  of  re- 
sident at  Oude,  and  did  appoint  thereto  John  Bristow, 
Esquire,  whom  he  had  twice  before,  without  catise,  re- 
called from  the  same  ;  and  that  about  the  same  time  the 
said  Hastings  did  believe  the  mind  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan  to  be  so  irritated  in  consequence  of  the  above  re- 
cited conduct  of  the  late  resident,  Middleton,  and  of  his 
(the  said  Hastings')  own  criminal  neglect,  that  he,  the 
said  Hastings,  found  it  necessary  to  write  to  Fyzoola 
Khan,  assuring  him  <*of  the  favourable  disposition  of  the 
government  towards  him,  while  he  shall  not  have  forfeit* 
ed  it  by  any  improper  conduct."  But  that  the  said  as- 
surances of  the  governor  general  did  not  tend,  as  soon 
after  appeared,  to  raise  much  confidence  in  the  nabob, 
over  whom  a  ptiblic  instrument  of  the  same  Hastings 
was  stiil  holding  the  terrors  of  a  deprivation  of  his  jag- 
hire,  and  an  exile  <<  among  his  other  faithless  bretltreft 
uncross  the  Ganges." 

H. 

That  on  the  subject  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  the  said  Has- 
tings, in  his  instructions  to  the  sew  resident,  Bristow, 
did  leave  him  to  be  guided  by  his  own  discretion  ;  but 
(he  adds)  **  be  careful  to  prevent  the  vizier's  aflSiirs 
from  being  involved  with  new  difficulties,  while  he  has 
-already  so  many  to  oppress  him ;"  thereby  plainly  hint- 
ing at  some  more  decisive  measures,  whenever  tbe  vitier 
should  be  less  oppressed  with  difficulties. 
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III. 

Tliat  the  resident,  Bristow,  after  acquainting  the  go« 
▼crnor  general  with  his  iatentians^  did,  under  the  said  in- 
structions, renew  the  aforesaid  claim  for  a  sum  of  money, 
but  with  much  cautbn  and  circuoFispection,  distantly 
sounding  Allif  Khan,  the  vackeei  (or  envoy)  of  Fyzoola 
Khan,  at  the  court  of  the  viiier ;  that  "  Allif  Khan  wrote 
to  his  master  on  the  subject,  and  in  answer  he  was  di- 
rected not  ta  agree  to  the  granting  of  any  pecuniary 
aid." 

IV. 

That  the  resident,  Bristow,  did  then  openly  depufia 
Major  Palmer  aforesaid,  with  the  coucurrence  of  the  vi- 
zier, and  the  approbation  of  the  governor  general,  to  the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  at  Rampore ;  and  that  the  said 
Palmer  was  to  **  endeavour  to  convince  the  nabob  that 
all  doubts  of  his  attachment  to  the  visier  are  ceased ;  and 
whatever  cLahns  may  he  made  on  him  are  founded  upon 
the  basis  of  his  interest  and  advantage ^  and  a  plot*  of 
establishing  his  right  to  the  possession  of  his  jaghire. 

That  the  sudden  ceasing  of  the  said  doubts,  without 
any  inquiry  of  the  slightest  kind,  doth  warrant  a  strong 
presumption  of  the  resident's  conviction  that  they  never 
really  existed,  but  were  artfully  feigned,  as  a  pretence 
for  some  harsh  interposition ;  and  that  the  indecent 
Biockery  of  establialiii^,  as  a  matter  of  favour  for  a  pe- 
cuniary consideratkin,  rights  which  were  never  impeached 
but  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  (an  instrument  recorded  by 
Warren  Hastings  himself  to  be  founded  on  falsehoocf 
and  injustice)  doth  powerfully  prove  the  true  purpose 
and  object  of  all  the  duplicity,  deceit,  and  double 
dealing,  with  which  that  treaty  was  projected  and  exK- 
cuted. 

V. 

That  the  said  Palmer  was  instructed  by  the  resident 
ristow,  with  the  subsequent  approbation  of  the  governor 
general,  ^'  to  obtain  from  Fyzoola  Khan  an  anmuil  tri- 
bt^e;**  to  which  the  resident  adds  ^  If  yon  can  procure 
from  hinit  over  and  above  this^  a  peshcttsh  {or  fine)  of  at 
t^astfive  Ijocks^  it  would  be  renderiDg  an  essential  secvict 
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to  the  vizier,  and  add  to  (kt  emtfUttue  Us  exeMency 
fcoxtld  herenfler  repose  in  ike  aiiackmnii  of  the  Nabob 
Fyzoola  CatcrL*^ 

And  that  the  said  governor  geoeral  HaitingB  did  give 
the  following  extraordinarjr  grmmd  of  cmlceUtioo  as  the 
basis  of  the  said  Pahner's  nqotiatioB  for  the  anDaal  tri- 
bute aforesaid. 

^*  It  wan  certainly  tmdersiood  at  the  lime  the  treatj 
was  concloded  (of  which  this  stipolation  was  a  part) 
that  it  applied  solely  to  cavaltjfi  as  the  nabob  vi- 
zier possessing  the  service  oToor  forces,  coold  not  pos- 
sibly require  the  infantry,  and  least  of  all  soch  infantiyas 
Fyzoola  Cawn  could  furnish;  and  a  Hngle horseman  in- 
elitded  in  the  aid  which  Fysoola  Cawn  might  fwmisk^ 
would  prove  a  literal  compliance  with  the  send  stipn- 
lation.  The  number,  therefore,  of  horse  implied  by 
it  ought  at  least  to  be  ascertained;  tve  will  svppose 
five  thousand^  and  allowing  the  exigency  for  their  at- 
tendance to  exist  only  in  the  proportton  of  one  ymrts 
five^  reduce  the  demand  to  one  thousand  for  the  compu- 
tation of  the  subsidy,  which  at  the  rate  of  Ji/ty  rupees 
per  man  will  amount  to  6fty  thousand  per  mensem.  This 
may  serve  for  the  basis  of  this  article  in  the  negothtbn 
upon  it/* 

VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  doth  then  continue  to 
instruct  tlie  said  Palmer  in  the  alternative  of  a  refusal 
from  Fyzoola  Khan. 

**  If  Fyzoola  Kiian  shall  refuse  to  treat  ibr  a  sulnidy, 
and  claim  the  benefit  of  his  original  agreement  in  its 
literal  expression,  lie  possesses  a  right  which  we  cannot 
dtspittdi  and  it  will  in  that  case  remain  only  to  fix  the 
precise  number  of  horse  which  he  shall  furnish,  which. 
onglit  at  least  to  exceed  2,500.'* 

VII. 

That,  in  the  above  recited  instruction,  the  said  War- 
I'cn  Ilaslings  doth  insinuate  (for  he  doth  not  directly 
assert) 

1st.  That  we  are  entitled  by  treaty  to  5,000  troopa; 
which  he  says  were  undoubtedly  intended  to  be  all 
cavalry. 
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Sd.  TIttt  tfie  taid  Hftftii«i  doth  theo  admit,  «<  tbat"  a 
•iogle  bonemaD*  ioduded  is  the  aid*  fiirunbed  bj  Fj- 
jBoola  KhaOy  would  prove  a  literal  compliaoce. 

3d.  That  the  said  HastiDgs  doth  next  resort  again  to 
the  sappositionef  our  rkbt  to  the  whole  5,000  cavalrj* 

4tb«  That  tlie  said  EUstinfs  doth  afterwards  thiDk,  in 
the  eveot  of  an  explaoatioQ  of  the  treaty,  and  a  settle- 
meot  of  the  proportion  of  cavalry,  instead  of  a  pecuniaiy 
coDunutation,  it  will  be  aU  we  can  deosand,  that  the 
oiunber  should  at  least  exceed  2,500. 

5th,  That  the  said  Hastings  doth,  in  calculating  the 
supposed  tiaie  of  their  service,  assume  an  arbitraiy  esti- 
mate of  one  year  of  war  to  four  of  peace ;  which  (however 
moderate  the  calculation  may  appear  on  the  average  of 
the  said  Hastings'  own  government)  doth  involve  a  pria- 
ciple  in  a  considefable  degree  repugnant  to  the  systeaa 
ofperfect  peace,  inculcat^  in  the  standing  orders  of  the 
company. 

6th.  That,  in  estimating  the  pay  of  the  cavalry  to  be 
eommuted,  the  said  Hastings  doth  fix  the  pay  of  each 
man  at  50  rupees  a  month  ;  which  on  5,000  troops,  all 
cavalry  (as  the  said  Hastings  supposes  the  treaty  of  Lall- 
Dang  to  have  meant)  would  amount  to  an  expense  of  30 
lacks  a  year,  or  between  300,000{.  Or  400,000{.  And 
tbis  expense,  strictly  resulting  (according  to  the  calctt- 
tions  oi  the  said  Hastings)  from  the  intention  of  Sujah  . 
ttl  Dowiah's  grant  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  was  designed  to  be 
supported  out  of  a  jaghire,  valued  at  15  lacks  only,  or 
aomethiog  more  than  150,0001.  of  yearly  revenue,  just  . 
balf  the  amount  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  hi  cooai- 
deration  of  the  said  jaghire. 

And  that  a  basis  of  negotiation  so  inconsistent,  ao  ar« 
bitrary,  and  so  unjust,  is  contrary  to  that  upr'^toess  and 
integrity,  which  should  mark  the  transactions  of  a  great 
state,  and  is  highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  ef  this  na* 
(ion. 

VIII. 

That  notwithstanding  the  seeming  moderation  and  jus- 
tice  of  the  said  Hastings  in  admitting  the  clear  and  uD^ 
doubted  right  of  Fyzoola  Khan  to  insist  on  his  treaty, 
tb^head  of  instruction  immediately  succeeding  doth  af- 
ford just  reason  for  a  violent  prewmptiop,  that  snob  ap- 
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parent  lenitj  was  bat  polky,  to  pve  a  cofoor  io  bis  too- 
'  doct ;  he  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  yrery  wxt  paragnpfe. 
bringing  forth  a  new  engine  of  oppression,  as  foUeiFs: 

*'  To  demand  the  surrender  or  all  the  reiais    (or  pea- 
sants) of  the  nabob  vizier^s  dooiioiooSy  to  whom  Fjaooh 
Las  given  protection  and  service,  oranannual  tribii^^  in 
■compensation  for  the  loss  suslained  byiht  nabob  tisin 
in  his  revemiet  thus  iratisfrrred  to  Fysoola  Cawn. 

^^  You  have  stated'  the  increase  of  his  jaghire,  occaMB- 
ed  by  this  act,  at  the  noderate  sum*  of  fifteen  bcb. 
-  7%e  tribtite  OHghi  at  least  to  beofte  third  of  that  tnmomU. 
^^  We  conceive  that  Fyiooia  Khan  hioiself  may  bedb- 
posed  to  yield  to  the  preceding  deniand»  on  tbe  additkNid 
condition  of  being  allowed  to  bold  hk  lands  in  Ultomgaw 
(or  an  inheritable  tenure)  instead  of  his  present  tenore  by 
jaghetr  [or  a  tenore  for  life-]  This  we  tbink  tbe  viiier 
can  have  nonobjection  to  grant,  and  we  recommend  if; 
but  for  this  ajmt  or  peshcush  ouglU  to  be  immeJintely 
faid  in  (he  ctistomary  proportion  of  the  JmrnmapesHma- 
ltd  at  30  lacks.'' 

EX. 

That  tbe  resident  Bristow  [to  whom  the  letter,  coih 
taining  Major  Palmer's  instructions,  is  addressed]  no 
•  where  attributes  the  increase  of  Fyssoola  Khan's  reve- 
nues to  this  protection  of  the  fugitive  reiats,  subjects  of 
the  vizier :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was,  tber^ 
fore,  not  warranted  to  make  that  a  pretext  of  aach  a  pe- 
remptory demand :  that  as  an  inducement  to  make  Fy- 
zoola  Khan  agree  to  tbe  said  demand,  it  i»  ofiered  to  8e^ 
tie  his-  lands  upon  a*  tenure,  which  would  secure  them  to 
bis  children;  but  that  settlement  is  to  bring  with  )i  a 
new  demand  of  a  fine  of  thirty  lacks,  or  300,00(tf;  ani 
.  upwards:  that  the  principles  of  the  said  demand  arevio* 
lent  and  despotic,  and  the  inducement  to  acquiescence 
deceitful  and  insidious:  and  that  both  the  demand  and 
the  inducement  are  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  this  n^ 
lion. 

X. 

Thai  Major  Palmer  hforesaid  proceeded  under  these 
iostrnclioirs  to  Ramped,  where  his  journey,  '*  io  e:rtorln 
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mim  of  money f^*  was  previously  known  •from  Alliff  Khan, 
▼akeei  of  Fysoola  Khan  at  the  vizier's  court :  and  that, 
notwithstanding  the  assurances  t)f  the  friendly  disposition 
of  government,  given  by  the  said  Hastings  (as  is  herein 
telated)  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did^xpress  the  most  se- 
rious and  despooding  apprehensions,  both  by  letter  and 
through  his  vakeel,  to  the  resideirt  Bristow,  who  repre- 
sents them  to  Major  Palmer  in  the  following  manner : 

«<  The  Nabob  Fysoola  Khan  complains  of  the  dis- 
tresses he  has  this  yearsufleced  from  the  drought.  The 
whole  coIlectk>ns  have,  with  great  Aianagement,  amount- 
ed to  about  twelve  lacks  of  rqpees,  from  which  sum  he 
has  to  support  his  troops,  his  family,  and  several  rela- 
tions and  dependants  of  the  late  Rohilla  chiefs.  He  saya 
a  clearly  appears  to  be  intended  io  deprive  him  of  his 
eounlryy  as  the  high  demand  you  have  made  of  him  is  in- 
admissible. Should  he  have  -assented  to  it,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  perform  the  conditions,  and  then  his  rena- 
tation  would  be  injured  by  a  breach  of  agreement.  Auiff 
Khan  further  represents,  that  it  is  his  masier^s  intentiotty 
hi  case  the  demand  should  not  be  relinquished  by  you^ 
first  to  proceed  to  Luchion\  where  he  proposes  having  an 
interview  with  the  vizier  and  resident ;  if  he  diould  not 
be  able  to  obtain  his  own  terms  for  a  future  possession 
cf  his  jaghire,  he  will  set  off  for  Calcutta  in  order  te 
pray  for  justice  from  the  honourable  the  governor  general. 
He  observes,  it  is  the  custom  of  the  honourable  compa** 
ny,  when  they  deprive  a  chief  of  his  country,  to  grant 
Iiim  some  allowance.  This  lie  expects  from  Mr.  Has- 
tings' bounty ;  6m/  if  he  should  be  disappoinicdy  he  will 
certainly  set  off  upon  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  Jtfe- 
dinUy  and  renounce  the  cares  of  Hie  morldJ^ 

"  He  directs  his  vakeel  to  ascertain  whether  the  Eng\ 
Ush  intend  to  deprive  him  of  his  country ;  for  if  they 
do,  he  is  ready  to  surrender  It,  upon  receiving  an  order 
from  the  resident." 

XL 

That  after  much  negotiation  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan, 
"  being  Tully  sensible  that  au  engagement  to  furnish  mili- 
tary aid,  however  clearly  the  conditions  might  he  stated^ 
must  t)e  a  source  of  per pettut  I  misunderstanding  and  in- 
LonvrniencieSy**  did  at  leogtii  agree  with  Major  Palmer  to 
^ive  tirteen  lacks,  or  1  TiD^OOO/.  and  upwards,  by  four  iji- 
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stalments,  that  he  might  be  exempted  from  all  fatane 
chims  of  military  service :  that  the  said  Palmer  represeott 
it  to  be  his  beiieH  <*  ihiU  no  person  not  knonm  to  poneM 
gour  [the  said  Hastiog's]  eot^denee  and  wpfort  in  the  ib* 
gree^  that  I  am  supposed  to  do,  would  nave  obtmiiied 
nearly  so  good  terms ;''  but  from  what  motive  ^  termi 
80  good"  were  granted,  and  how  the  confidence  and  sop- 
port  of  the  s«d  Hastings  did  truly  operate  on  the  mind 
of  Fvsoola  Khan,  doth  appear  to  be  better  explained  bj 
another  passage  in  the  same  letter,  where  the  aaid  Pal- 
mer congratulates  himself  on  the  satisfaction  irikt'dk  At 
gave  to  Fffsoola  Khan  in  the  conduct  of  this  nqpitia- 
tioo,  as  he  spent  a  month  in  order  to  effect  "  by  aips* 
ment  and  perBuasion»  what  he  could  ha^e  obtaintd  in  em 
hour  by  threats  and  compulsions.*' 
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FULL  VINDICATION  OP  FTZOOLA  KHAN 

BT  VAJOK  PALMER  AND  MB«  HASTINGS. 


I. 

That  in  the  course  of  the  taid  nefotiatioii  for  estab- 
lishing the  rights  of  the  Nabob  Fjn^a  Khan,  Major 
Palmer  aforesaid  did  commooicate  to  the  resident  Bris* 
tow,  and  through  the  said  resident  to  the  cotnicil  general 
of  Bengal,  the  full  and  direct  denial  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoo- 
la  Kimn  to  all  and  everjr  of  the  charges  made  or  pretend- 
ed  to  be  made  against  him,  as  follows : 

^'  Fyzoola  Khan  persists  in  denying  the  infringement 
on  his  part  of  any  one  article  in  the  treaty,  or  the  ncg- 
kct  of  any  obligation,  which  it  imposed  opon  him. 

<*  He  does  not  admit  of  the  improvements  reported  to 
he  made  in  his  jaghire,  and  eren  asserts  that  the  collec- 
tions this  year  will  fall  short  of  the  original  jnmma  [or 
estimate]  by  reason  of  the  long  drought. 

"He  denies  haviog  exceeded  the  limited  number  of 
Rohillas  in  his  service ; 

^And  having  refused  the  required  aid  of  cavalry, 
made  by  Johnson,  to  act  with  General  Ooddard. 

'*  He  observes,  respecting  the  charge  of  evadhog  the 
vizier's  requisition  for  the  cavalry,  lately  stationed  at 
Daranagur,  to  be  stationed  at  Lucknow,  that  he  is  not 
bound  by  treaty  to  maintain  a  stationary  force  for  the 
•ervice  of  the  vizier,  but  to  supply  an  aid  of  2,000  or 
S,000  troops  in  time  of  war. 

"  Lastly,  he  asserts,  that  so  far  from  encouraging  th^ 
ryots  (or  peasants)  of  the  vi»er  to  settle  in  his  jaghire, 
it  has  been  his  constant  practice  to  deliver  them  up  to 
the  aumil  of  Rohilcund,  whenever  he  could  dbcover 
them. 

n. 

That  in  giving  his  opinions  on  the  aforesaid  denials  of 
the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khani  the  said  Palmer  did  ifot  cjon- 
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iroreri  aaj  one  ef  the  cooftractioiie  ef  the  trea^  ad- 
vmced  by  the  nid  labob. 

That  although  the  laid  Pahner,  ^fron  graeral  appev- 
aoces  as  well  as  uohrenal  report,  did  not  doubt  tlmt  the 
jamma  of  the  ja^ire  is  ifreatly  ituretued,**  jet  he,  the 
said  Pahner,  did  not  intimate  that  it  was  increased  in 
aoj  degree  near  the  amouni  reported^  as  it  was  dravn 
out  in  a  r^ular  estimate,  transmitted  to  the  said  Pafaner 
expresslj  tor  the  purposes  of  his  negotiation ;  which  was 
of  coarse  hj  him  produced  to  the  Nabob  Fjaoob  Khan, 
and  to  which  specificallj  the  denial  of  Fjsooh  Kfaaa 
most  be  nnderstood  lo  appi  j. 

That  the  aaid  Palmer  did  not  hint  anj  doabt  of  the 
deficiencj  affirmed  bj  Fjraoola  Khan  in  the  coUectioas 
for  tlie  current  year:  and. 

That  if  any  increase  of  jonmia  did  truly  exist,  what- 
ever it  may  have  been,  the  said  Palmer  did  acknow- 
ledge it  *^  to  have  been  solemnly  relinquished  (in  a  pri- 
Tate  agreement)  by  the  vizier." 

That  although  the  said  Palmer  did  suppose  the  num- 
ber of  Bohillas  (employed  *^  in  ordinary  occupatioiu") 
**  in  Rainpore  alone,  to  exceed  that  limited  by  the  treaty 
for  his  (Fyzoola  Khan's)  service ;"  yet  the  said  Pakaer 
did  by  no  means  imply  that  the  Nabob  FyaooU  Khan 
muintnined  in  hia  service  a  single  man  more  than  was 
allowed  by  treaty ;  and  by  a  particular  and  minute  ac- 
count of  the  troops  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  transmitted  by  the 
resident  Bristow  to  the  said  Palmer,  the  number  was 
stated  but  at  5,840,  probably  including  officers^  who  were 
not  understood  to  be  comprehended  in  the  treaty. 

That  the  said  Palmer  aid  iuriher  admit  it  "  /o  be  not 
dearly  expressed  in  the  treaty,  whether  the  restrictioa 
inclniied  KobiDas  of  all  descriptions ;"  but  at  any  rate, 
he  adds,  ^^it  does  not  appear  that  their  number  is  forsM- 
dable :  or  that  he  (Fyzoola  Khan)  coidd  by  any  tneoiit 
aubsist  suck  numbers  as  could  cause  any  serious  alarm 
to  ike  visier  ;  neither  is  there  any  appearance  of  thdr 
entertaining  any  views  beyond  the  quiet  possession  of 
the  advantages  which  they  at  present  enjoy." 

And  that  in  a  subsequent  letter,  in  which  the  said 
Palmer  thought  it  prudent  "  to  vindicate  himself  from 
any  possible  insinuation  tliat  he  meant  to  sacrifice  the 
vizier's  interest,"  he,  the  said  Palmer,  did  positively 
attest  the  new  claim  on  Fyzoola  Khan  for  the  protection 
of  the  viaier's  ryots  to  be  wholly  without  ioMndatioB ;  as 
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the  Nabob  Fjzooh  Kban  ^  bad  proved  to  bim  (Palmer) 
by  producing  receipts  of  variout  dates,  and  for  great 
numbers  of  these  people  surrendered  upon  requisition 
from  the  vizier^s  officers.'* 

lU. 

-  That,  over  and  dhove  the  aforesaid  complete  refata- 
tion  of  the  different  charges  and  pretexts,  under  which 
exactions  had  been  practised,  or  attempted  to  be  prac- 
tised^  on  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  the  said  Palmer  did 
further  condemn,  altogether^  the  principle  of  calculation 
assumed  in  such  exactions  (even  V  they  had  been 
fpunded  in  justice)  bjr  the  following  explanation  of  the 
nature  of  the  tenure,  by  which,  under  the  treaty  of  LalK 
Dang,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  lield  his  possessions  as 
a  jagheirdar. 

''  There  are  no  precedents  in  the  ancient  usage  of  the 
country  for  ascertaining  the  nuzzerana  (customary  pre- 
sent) or  peeschush  (regular  fine)  of  grants  of  this  nature : 
tkeu  were  beslorved  by  the  prince  as  rewards  or  favmtrs  ; 
ana  the  aceustomary  present  in  return  was  adapted  to 
the  dignity  of  the  donor,  rather  thair  to>  the  value  of  the 
gift;  io  which  ii  never,  I  believe ,  here  any  kind  ofpt^ 
jfiorlton." 

IV. 

That  a  sum  of  money  (<<  which  of  course  was  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  compaujr")  being  now  obtained,  and  the 
**  interests  both  of  Ihe  company  and  the  vtner*'  being  thun 
BMich  "  better  promoted*^  by  ^*^  establishing  the  rights^*  cff 
Fjsoola  Khan,  than  they  could  have  been  by  *<  depriving 
him  of  his  indepedency  ;**  when  every  undue  influence  of 
iKcret  and  criminal  purposes  was  removed  from  the  mind 
of  the  governor  general,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  he, 
the  said  Hastings,  did  also  concur  with  his  friend  and 
agent,  Major  Palmer,  in  the  vindication  of  the  Nabob 
Fyzoola  Khan,  and  in  the  most  ample  manner. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now  clearly  and 
explicitly  understand  the  clauses  of  the  treaty,  ^*  that 
Fyzoola  Khan  should  send  two  or  three  (and  not  five) 
thousand  men,  or  attend  in  person  in  case  it  was  requi- 
site." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now  confess,  that 
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^bstaprecorioictaff^tOMemceflMcr^gAI;  aadtfaBthe 
tbogg^t  15  lacks,  or  IMMNMM.  and  apmnia,  as  aiqpk 
cquif  aleot/'  (or»  accordii^  to  Ibe  fiipifaiMii  of  Migor 
Paliner,  an  excelUni  bargaim)  as  in  troth  it  was, "  lor  ex- 
puDgiog  an  article  of  soch  a  toooor,  aod  lo  loosely  worded.^ 
And  Boallj,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  give  the  ibUowi^ 
description  of  tbe  gsneral  ckaraetefy  dhposition,  and  cir- 
.comstancesy  of  the  Nabob  Fjraoola  Khan : 

^  Tbe  mmoan  wfaicb  bad  boea  spiead  of  his  bostik 
designs  i^gMOSt  tbe  risier,  were  totaUjrgroondlesB;  and  if 
be  had  been  inclined,  he  bad  not  tbe  means  to  make  Iub- 
self  CMmidable ;  on  tbe  cootrarj,  being  in  the  decline  of 
Ufe,  and  possessing  a  ?ery  fertiJe  and  prosperonn  ji^iire, 
it  is  more  natural  to  suppose  tliat  Fyxook  Kbaa  wiibei 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  fai  qoietness^  than  tfait 
be  is  preparii^  to  embariL  in  active  and  oflfensivc  scenes 
which  must  end  in  his  own  destructifMi**' 

T. 

Tet  that,  notwithstanding  this  vtrtnal  and  implied 
crimination  of  his  whole  coodoct  toward  the  Nabob  Fj- 
aooia  Khan,  aod  after  all  the  aforesaid  acts,  systemath 
cally  prosecoted  in  open  violation  of  a  positive  treaty, 
against  a  prince  who  had  a  hereditary  right  to  more  than 
he  actually  possessed,  for  wliose  protection  the  faith  of 
the  company  and  the  nation  was  repeatedly  pledged, 
and  who  bad  deserved  and  obtained  the  public  thanl^  of 
the  British  government,  when,  in  allusion  to  certain  of 
the  said  acts,  the  court  of  directors  had  expressed  ts 
the  said  Hastings  their  wishes  *'to  be  considered  rather 
as  the  guardians  of  tbe  honour  and  property  of  tbe  na- 
tive powers,  than  as  tbe  instruments  of  oppression  C*  i^ 
the  said  Hastings,  in  reply  lo  the  said  directors,  his  mat- 
ters, did  conclude  his  o^ial  account  of  the  final  settle- 
ment with  Fysoola  Khan,  with  the  ibOowing  iadeceat, 
because  unjust,  exultation : 

*^  Such  are  the  measures  which  we  shall  ever  wish  to 
observe  towards  oitr  allies  or  dependants  upon  onr  fion* 
tiers." 


*«,«  As  the  later  referred  to  in  the  Vlllth  mul  XVUh 
Arii€U$  qf  C^unrge  is  not  contained  in  any  of  ihe  Ap^ 
pendixes  to  the  Reports  of  the  Select  Commilteey  it  has 
been  thought  necessary  to  annex  it  as  an  Appendix 
to  these  Charges^ 
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APPENDIX 

TO 

THE  Vlllth  AND  XVIth  CHARGES 


Copj  of  a  Letter  from  Warren  Hastiogs,  Esmiire,  to 
William  Devaynes,  Esq.  Ghairinan  dt  the  Coart  of 
Directors  of  the  East  India  Companj,  dated  Chelten- 
liain,  1 1  th  of  Jul  J,  1 785 ;  and  printed  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

To  William  Devajfne$i  JS^ft ctre,  Ckatmmn  of  ihe  Hxh 
runirabU  ike  Court  of  Direciars, 

Sir* 

The  honourable  court  of  directors,  in  their  general 
letter  to  Bengal,  by  the  Surprise,  dated  the  16th  of 
March,  ]7t»4,  were  pleased  to  express  t^eir  desire  that 
I  should  inform  them  of  the  periods  when  each  sum  of 
the  presents  mentioned  in  my  address  of  the  22d  Maj, 
1782,  was  received,  what  were  my  motives  for  withhold- 
ing the  several  receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
coancil,  or  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  what  were  my 
reasons  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  (or 
paying  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  on  my 
own  account. 

I  have  been  kindly  apprized,  that  the  inCbrmation  re- 
quired as  above  is  yet  expected  from  me.  I  hope  that 
the  circumstances  of  my  past  situation,  when  considered, 
will  plead  my  excuse  for  having  thus  long  withheld  il. 
The  fact  is,  that  I  was  not  at  the  presidency  vhen  the 
Surprise  arrived ;  and  when  I  returned  to  it,  my  time 
ftnd  attention  were  so  entirely  engrossed,  to  the  day  of 
ray  6nal  departure  from  it,  by  a  variety  of  other  more 
important  occupations,  of  which,  sir,  I  may  safely  ap- 
peal to  your  testimony,  grounded  on  the  large  portion 
contributed  by  myself  of  the  volumes  which  compose 
rour  consultations  of  that  period,  that  the  submisskMi, 
which  my  respect  would  have  enjoined  me  to  pay  to  the 
command  imposed  on  me,  was  lost  to  my  recoJiiM^tion, 
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Ij^rhaps  from  the  stronger  impressimi,  which  the  first  and 
distant  perusal  of  it  had  left  on  my  mind,  (hat  it  was  ra- 
ther intended  as  a  reprebension^  for  something  which  had 
given  offence  in  my  report  of  the  original  transaction 
than  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  a  further  elucidaticm 
•fit. 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  reply  to  the  different  ques- 
tions which  have  been  stated  to  me,  irt  as  explicit  a  man** 
ner  as  I  am  able.  To  such  information  as  I  can  give, 
the  honourable  court  is  fully  entitled,  and  where  that 
•hall  prove  defective,  I  will  point  out  the  easy  means  by 
which  it  may  be  rendered  more  complete. 

First,  I  believe  I  can  affirm  with  certainty,  that  the 
several  sums  mentioned  in  the  account  transmitted  with 
my  letter  above  mentioned,  were  received  at  or  Within  m 
very  few  days  of  the  dates  which  are  prefixed  to  tfaeni 
in  the  account ;  but  as  this  contains  only  the  gross  sumsi 
and  each  of  these  was  received  in  different  payments, 
though  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  I  cannot,  therefore, 
assign  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  account* 
Perhaps  the  honourable  court  will  judge  this  sofflcieitt 
for  any  purpose  to  which  their  inquiry  was  directed ;  but 
if  it  should  not  be  so,  I  will  beg  leave  to  refer,  for  a  Wfifti 
minute  information,  and  for  the  means  of  making  any  in- 
vestigation, which  they  may  think  it  proper  to  direct, 
respecting  the  particulars  of  this  transaction,  to  Mr. 
Larkins,  your  accomptant  general,  who  was  privy  to  eve- 
ry process  of  it,  and  possesses,  as  I  believe,  the  brtginol 
{aper  which  contained  the  only  account  that  I  ever 
ept  of  it.  In  this  each  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect,  spe* 
cincally  inserted,  with  the  name  of  the  pers^  by  whom 
it  was  made ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him  to  desire  that  be 
will  fnrnish  you  with  the  paper  itself,  if  it  is  still  hi 
being,  and  in  his  hands,  or  with  whatever  he  can  distinct- 
ly recollect  concerning  it. 

For  my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  receipts 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums, 
and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  on  mjr 
own  account,  1  have  generally  accounted  in  my  letter  to 
the  honourable  the  court  of  directors  of  the  d2d  of 
May,  1782 ;  namely,  that  <'  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the 
first  receipts  from  public  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds 
for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied 
design,  which  my  memorV,  at  that  distance  of  thne,  coqIS 
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ferify;  and  that  I  did  not  tJiink  it  mrth  my  care  to  ob- 
■erve  the  lame  BMaaa  witb  the  real."  It  vill  ool  be 
expected  that  I  thoakl  be  able  to  give  a  oawe  correct  cs- 

ElaiiatMNi  ef  my  ioteof  ioiw,  afler  m  lapie  oC  throe  yean, 
aving  dedared  at  the  time  that  maiiy  particulara  had 
escaped  my  remembrance;  neither  shall  I  attempt  l» 
add  more  than  the  clearer  aflirmatioii  of  tiie  iacts  im- 
plied io  that  report  of  them,  and  such  lofiMeBcea  aa  ae- 
ces8arily»  or  with  a  strong  probability,  fellow  them.  I 
have  said  that  the  three  Grst  smns  of  the  aixoiiDt  weie 
paid  into  the  company's  treasury  without  paasiog  throvgfi 
my  hands.  The  second  of  these  was  forced  into  aotice 
by  its  destination  and  application  to  the  expense  of  a  de- 
tachment, which  was  furoied  and  employed  against  Ma- 
dejee  Bcindia,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colooei 
Camac,  as  I  particularly  apprized  the  court  of  directorsr 
in  my  letter  of  the  29th of  November,  1780.  The  other 
two  were  certainly  not  intended,  wlien  1  received  them*, 
to  be  made  public,  though  intended  for  public  service, 
and  actually  applied  to  it.  The  exigencies  of  the  go- 
vernment were  at  that  time  my  own,  and  every  pressure 
upon  it  rested  with  its  full  weight  upon  my  miod. 
Wherever  I  could  find  allowable  means  otrolieTiog  those 
wants,  I  eagerly  seised  them ;  but  neither  could  it  occur 
to  nie  as  necessary  to  state  on  our  proceeding's  every 
little  aid  which  I  could  thus  procure,  nor  do  I  know  how 
I  could  have  stated  it,  without  appearing  to  court  favour 
by  an  ostentation  which  I  disdained,  nor  witiioot  the 
chance  of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagnes  by  the 
constructive  assertion  of  a  seiiarate  and  un|iarticipated 
merit  derived  from  the  influence  of  my  station,  tq  which 
they  might  have  laid  an  equal  claim.  I  should  have 
deemed  it  particularly  dishonourable  to  receive  for  my 
own  use  money  tendered  by  men  of  a  certain  class  from 
whom  I  had  interdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my  ia- 
feriors,  and  bound  tliem  by  oath  not  to  receive  them.  I 
was  tlierefore  more  than  ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the 
suspicion  of  it,  which  would  scarcely  havefailed  to  light 
upon  me,  had  I  suffered  the  money  to  be  brought  direct- 
ly to  my  own  house,  or  to  that  of  any  person  known  te 
be  in  trust  for  me ;  for  these  reasons  I  caused  it  to  be 
transported  immediately  to  the  treasury.  There,  you 
well  know,  sir,  it  could  not  be  received  without  being 
passed  to  some  credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done  hy 
entering  it  as  a  loan,  or  as  a  deposit  {  the  first  was  the 
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Inst  Uibk  to  reflecfkm,  and  thcrcfere  I  litd  obviomly 
itcoune  to  it.  Why  tbe  t#C0nd  iuai  was  mtered  as  si 
deposit  i  an  atternr  igaorant;  possibly  it  Wtts  doae 
witboot  tmy  special  direction  from  me ;  possiUy  becrase- 
it  was  the  simplest  mode  of  eatiy,  and  therefore  pre- 
ferred»  as  tbe  transactioii  itself  did  not  require,  conceal-' 
■sent)  having  been  already  arowed. 

Although  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  these  were  my 
sentiments  on  the  occasion,  yet  I  frill  not  afflrai  t\M  they 
were.  Though  I  feel  their  impression  as  the  remains  of 
a  series  of  thoughts  retained  on  my  nsemory,  I  am  not 
certain  that  they  may  not  have  been  produced  by  subse- 
cnient  reflection  on  tbe  principal  feet,  combining  with  it 
the  probable  motives  of  it.  Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  it 
was  my  design  originally  to  have  concealed  the  re'ceipt 
of  all  the  sums,  except  the  second,  even  from  the  know- 
ledge of  the  court  of  directors.  Thcfy  had  answered  my 
purpose  of  public  utility,  and  I  had  almost  totally  dis- 
missed them  from  my  remembrance.  But  when  fortune 
threw  a  sum  in  my  way  of  a  magnitude  which  could  not 
be  conceded,- and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  situation 
at  the  time  in  which  I  received  it,  made  me  more  cir- 
cumspect of  appearances,  I  chose  to  apprize  my  employ- 
ers of  it ;  which  I  did  hastily  and  generally ;  hastily,  per- 
haps, to  prevent  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  secret  ca- 
lumny; and  generally,  because  I  knew  not  the  exact 
amount  of  the  sum  of  which  I  was  in  the  receipt,  but  not 
in  the  full  possession:  I  promised  to  acquaint  them  with 
the  result  as  soon  as  I  should  be  in  possession  of  it,  and 
in  the  performance  of  my  promise  I  thought  it  consist- 
ent with  it  to  add  to  the  account  all  the  former  appro- 
priations of  the  same  kind ;  my  good  genius  then  suggest^ 
mg  to  me,  wttb  a  spirit  of  cantion,  which  might  have 
spared  me  the  trouble  of  this  apology,  had  I  universally 
attended  to  it,  that  if  I  had  suppressed  them,  and  they 
were  afterwards  known,  I  might  be  asked,  what  wi^re  my 
motives  for  withholding  par)  of  these  receints  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  court  ik  directors,  and  inlbrming  thent 
of  the  rest. 

It  being  my  wish  to  clear  up  every  doubt  upon  this 
transaction,  which  either  my  own  mind  could  suggest,  or 
which  may  have  been  suggested  by  others,  I  beg  leave  tci 
suppose  another  question,  and  to  state  the  terras  of  it  in 
my  reply,  by  informing  you,  that  the  endorsement  on  the 
bonds  was  made  about  the  period  of  my  leaving  !hc  prr- 
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M&ncjf  b  the  middle  of  the  year  1781,  io  order  to  gtitrd 
agUDSt  their  becomii^  a  chim  oo  the  oompaoj,  as  part 
of  my  estate^  in  the  event  of  my  death  occorrii^  in  the 
course  of  the  service,  on  which  I  was  tlien  entering. 

This,  sir,  is  the  plain  history  of  the  transaction.  I 
-abould  be  ashamed  to  request  that  yoa  would  communi- 
cate it  to  the  honourable  court  of  directors,  whose  time 
is  too  valuable  for  the  intrusion  of  a  subject  so  uninte- 
resting, but  that  it  is  become  a  point  of  indispensabis 
duty ;  I  must  therefore  request  the  &vour  of  you  to  laj 
it,  at  a  convenient  time,  before  them.  In  addressing  it 
to  you  personally,  I  yield  to  my  own  feelings  of  Ibe 
respect  which  is  due  to  them  as  a  body,  and  to  the  as- 
surances which  I  derive  from  your  experienced  civili- 
ties, that  you  will  kindly  overlook  the  trouble  imposed 
by  it 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  very  humble  and 
Most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Waeeen  Uastiicgs. 
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